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PKELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

r  I  'HE  fourth  fcdioa  of  our  Prophefs  fccond  dif- 
X  courfe,  coniprifed  in  the  third  part  of  thcfe 
Prophecies,  commences  with  the  chapter  now  be- 
fore  us,  and  extends  throughout  the  whole  of  cha|N 
ter  thirty-fecond.  The  portion  of  that  beautiful  va- 
riegated oration  to  be  confidered  at  this  time,  feems 
to  have  been  primarily  addrefled  to  the  Ephraimites 
and  the  Jews,  at  that  critiiiil  period,  wherein  alarm- 
ed by  their  dangerous  fituation,  an  embafly  was  dif- 
patched  by  the  liraelites  into  Egypt,  requeuing  the 
j^Kftaace  of  that  powerflil  kingdom*  In  delivering 
the  meflage  wherewith  he  was  intrufled,  Ifaiah  a- 
l^azn  admoniihes  the  perfidious  peo{^e  to  whom  he 
was  fent,  of  their  extreme  folly  and  danger  in  Jlpply- 
hig  to  the  Egyptians- fdr  thSit  affiftaricc  and  defence 
w&ch  they  might  have  bad  from  God,  infinitely 
more  wife  and  powerfuL  This  criminal  condudt 
he  Iharply  reproves^  and  Ihews  that  the  falvation  of 
the  people  of  God  does  not  depend  on  worldly  po- 
licy, but  on  divine  proteiftion.  He  then  fubjoim 
Comfortable  aiHirance  of  effeftual  fuccour  being 
wanted  to  thofe  who,  looking  above  an  arm  of  flelhl 
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plaeed  their  confidence  in  the  living  God.  To  ex- 
cite terror  in  the  wicked  and  profane,  he  denounp<^ 
awful  threateningt  (rf*  the  moil  direful  calamities 
whereby  the  kingdom  of  Ephraim  was  to  be  over- 
thrown. To  cheriih  in  the  feryants  of  the  Moft 
High  the  lively  expedatioh  of  the  bleffings  of  di^ 
vine  grace,  in  the  mofl  perilous  condition  of  the 
church,  he  explicitly  dec^^res,  that  they  were  to  be 
plentifully  enjoyed  in  the  laft  days. — This  elegant 
prophetic  difcourfe  may  be  diilributed  into  two 
parts,  ii)  the  fifft  of  wluch,  nowXo  be  confidered, 
the  Prophet  ex'pofes  the  egregious  folly  of  the  It 
raelites,  in  requefting  the  afliflance  df  that  nation 
who,  in  former  times,  had  inflaved  and  opprefled 
their  fathers.  For  this  piirpofe  he  contrafts  the  wif- 
dom  and  power  of  Jehovah,  with  the  wifdom  and 
powej:  of  the  Egyptians ;  he  exhibits  an  iUi^ftfious 
inftance  of  the  divine  protedion  to  be  afforded  to 
ttbe  citizens  of  Jenifalem,  when  befieged  by  the  Aft 
fyrians ;  and,  having  invited  them  to  return  to  God, 
)ie  foretels  the  total  deflruf^on  of  the  formidably 
enemies  of  Juddh. 


CHAR    XXXI. 

WO  to  them  that  go  down  to  Egypt  for 
help,  and  ftay  on  librfes,  and  truft  in 
chariots,  becaufe  they  are  manjr;  and  in  horfe-^ 
men,  becaufe  they  are  very  ftrong:  but  they 
look  not  unto  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  neither 
feek  the  J-QRX>, 

Our  Prqphet  introduces  the  fubjedl  which  he  wa? 
to  treat,  by  denouncing  againft  the  perfons  whc^f 
condudl  he  reprobates,  diofe  complicated  calamities 
that  demonftrate  the  difpleafure  of  the  Almighty  ar 
gainft  perverfe  tranfgreflbrs,  thofe  terrible  judgments 
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fi^uch  they  incur  who  put  their  truft  in  man  in 
whom  there  is  no  help.  The  odious  crime  where-' 
by  the  Epfaraimites  became  expofed  to  the  awful 
puniihment  threatened  againft  them,  is  defcribed 
nearly  in  the  fame  terms  with  thofe  employed  in 
the  preceding  chapter.  Diftrufting  the  Lord  God^ 
who  in  times  paft  had  been  their  defence  and  deli* 
verer,  and  placing  fooliih  cenfidence  in  the  power  of 
Egypt ;  they  folicited  from  thence  ailiftance  in  the 
prefent  critical  fituadon  of  public  afliurs.  Though 
they  well  knew,  or  might  have  known,  that  a  horfe 
is  a  vain  thing  for  fafety,  neither  fhall  he  deliver 
any  by  his  great  ftrength ;  yet  they  viewed  the  mi- 
litary force,  the  cavalry  and  chariots  of  war  they 
expeded  fiom  Egypt,  as  their  ftay  in  the  feafon  of 
impending  danger.p— *  Put  not  truft  in  men  of  low 
^  diegree  who  are  vanity,  nor  in  men  of  high  degree 
*  who  are  a  lie.'  If  you  confide  in  human  aid,  you 
ihall  certainly  be  deceived  or  diiappointed ;  you  ifaall 
be  afliamed  or  vexed ;  you  fliall  feel  the  effed  of  the 
curfe  OHmeifled  with  fuch  impious  condudl.  We  may 
apply  to  men  for  help,  but  we  muft  take  heed  that 
we  truft  not  in  creatures  whofe  breath  is  in  their 
noftrils. — The  fin  here  threatened  was  highly  ag- 
gravated by  the  following  circumftance  : 

But  tbey  hok  not  unto  the  Holy  One  ofl/raelj  &c. 
Infenfible  to  their  own  infufficiency  and  indigence, 
they  dfid  not  furvey,  in  the  exercife  of  believing  con- 
templation, the  perfedions,  the  promifes,  and  pro- 
rida:Ke  of  God ;  nor  did  they  recoiled,  with  fuit* 
able  difpofitions  of  mind,  the  intimate  relations  in 
which  Aey  ftood  conneded  with  him  whom  they 

ou^t  to  hzve  honoured  and  fandified. Neither 

did  tbey  feek  the  Lord;  they  requefted  not  with 
eameftn^  his  diredion,  affiftance,  and  protedion, 
his  favour  and  fupport.  Indifferent  to  the  import- 
ant benefits  which  they  ought  to  have  been  felicit- 
ous to  obtain,  they  did  not  afk  them  from  God  with 
fiuth  and  fervency,  with  integrity  and  uprightnefs, 
with  humble  dependence,  perfevering  continuance, 
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and  JmJy  hope  of  fuccefe.— Would  )r(m,  my  bare* 
tbren,  e&ape  the  miferi^  deoounced  in  diis  verfe; 
truft  not  in  the  creature,  wfaach  is  ooiy  as  a  bowkig: 
Wall,  and  a  tottering  fence;  repress  that  confidence 
which  might  withdxav  your  hearts  from  Qod,  and 
tennmatc  in  your  difgtace  and  ruin*  If  you  leas^ 
on  the  cceaiuffes  as  a  ftaff,  they  will  pierce  your  hand 
like  a  brdkcn  reed ;  if  jkiu  take  iheltfeT  in  Cbeaii » 
in  a  rock,  tliey  ms^y  fall  upon  you  and  prove  your 
deftrodic^  He  that  truAetb  in  vdaity^  vmaity  ihatt 
foe  his  recompenicu  In  every  difficulty  and  (Unger, 
have  recoiirfe  to  God  €ot  fupport  and  deJiv«W2p0^ 
^vhofe  fecret  powerful  operation  move^  the  heait% 
the  tongues,  and  hands  of  men.  '  Better  it  is  to 
'*  tndt  in  God  than  to  put  ^snfidence  m  man/  who 
may  he  unahle  or  unwilling  to  help,  or  he  cut  oft 
betbre  he  can  convey  to  us  any  fubil;antial  relief. 

2  Yet  he  aifo  is  wife,  and  will  bring  eviL, 
land  will  not  call  back  his  words ;  but  will 
arife  againft  the  houfe  of  the  evil  doers,  and 
againft  the  help  of  them  that  work  iniquity. 

•  In  this  verfe,  jfharp  reproof  is  adminiftered  to  thofe 
who,  depending  on  human  aid,  negfeft  to  acknow^ 
ledge  God.  To  convince  them  of  their  folly  and 
prefumption,  they  are  tnftrufted,  that  Ifhe  wifdom, 
the  power,  and  f^thfulnefs  of  Jehovah,  being  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  the -excellencies  pofie^  hy  pe^ 
pie  o£  the  greatcft  celebrity,  render  him  the  moft 
proper  objeft  of  confidence.  The  Egyptians  we^e 
anciently  confidered  hy  neighbouring  nations  as  a 
wife,  political,  and  powerful  people ;  they  were  Icmg 
held  m  high  eftimation,  on  account  of  their  leamifig 
and  acquaintance  with  many  ufeful  arts  and  fcien- 
ces.  Admitting  that  they  juftly  deferred  this  re^ 
fpeftable  charader/yet  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  *  he  who  giveth  wifdoni,  muft  himfelf  be  wife, 

*  he  who  teacheth  man  knowledge,  fliall  not  he 

♦  know :'     He  is  the  oniy  wife  God,  whofe  wifiJom 

and 
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md  voadetfianding  ure  mfinite.  If  men  u»  reckoor 
ed  vniie  who  poflfe^  extenfire  acquwitwce  with  ioi^ 
poftant  fubj^y  who  govem  with  prudence  tb^ir 
INiffiNAs,  whi9  mioiage  their  afiairs  with  difcietion, 
and  puiike  i^e  befteods  by  the  iooft  proper  means; 
hwdj  tb^  Maft  High  aUb  jb  wife,  from  whom  pror- 
oecds  aU  the  wifdom  and  ikili  which  i$  difp^riei 
thnatghoHt  the  creation.  Beitth^]i,a»youfay,that 
the  prapie  from  whom  you  alk  aififtance  are  wiie  and 
prodeoi>  yet  you  camusc  deny  ttot  God  aUbii  wi:^ 
mfinitdy  "m&x  than  meUt  who  are  ixKlebted  to  hica 
&r  all  the  pesetration  and  fagacity  they  poflefs.  He 
can  eafiiy defintt  both  you  and  thole  whom  you  cajQi  to 
your  aid,  and  baffle  aU  your  beft  concerted  fchemes. 
He,  who  with  confumaiate  ikill,  direds  the  whole 
crourfe  of  nature,  the  adions  of  all  his  creatures,  and 
the  events  that  happen  throughout  the  univerfe,  caa 
ncrer  want  inftnuaeots  to  execute  hi3  purpofes,  and 
to  jBruftrate  the  dbfigns  of  thofe  who  contemn  his 
diiedion  and  fupport.*-«Let  U3  then  acknowledge 
God  in  all  our  ways,  not  only  in  dubious  and  per- 
plexing circusxiftsaicea,  and  isx  arduous  interprizes ; 
iMzt  in  tine  ordinary  bufinefies  of  life.  Conlcious  that 
the  way  of  num  i$  not  in  himfdf,  that  we  caxmot 
angfat  direct  our  fteps ;  let  us  aik  bis  conducl  and 
h^^r^^  in  all  our  affairs,  and  commit  our  works  im*- 
to  tile  Lord,  and  our  thoughts  ihaJl  be  eilablifhed* 

2lnd  wUlbrwg£viU  &c*  In  place  of  the  good 
that  you  exped  ihall  accrue  from  the  wifdom  and 
power  of  your  confederates.  The  evil  predided  is 
tKtt  what  is  called  moral  evil,  or  fin,  which  doth  not 
Ipiooeed  firom  God ;  hut  that  ivhich  is  known  by  the 
-name  of  natural  evil^  afflidioD^  and  calamity ;  the 
piDper  confequencas  and  juft  puniilunent  of  tranf- 
greffion.  Of  all  the  diftrefies  comprifed  m  thi^  foit 
of  crii,  Alrtii^ty  God  is  theibyereign  wife  difpofer, 
to  wlioie  permifiicai  and  agency  they  muft  be  alcn^ 
^bed.  *  Can  a  bird,' (feith  the  Prophet  Amos)  *taa 
*  into  aihare  upon  the  earth,  where  no  gin  is  laid 
<  &r  him  ?*   It  mull  be  planted  for  that  purpofe  by 

-  a 


Digitized  by 


Gpogle 


6  LECTURES  ON  THE       Chap.  XXXt 

a  ikilful  hand.  He  again  inquires,  as  the  proper  a^ 
plication  and  inference  to  be  deduced  from  this  & 
gure,  *  Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord 

*  hath  not  done  it  *?'  Afflidion  doth  not  fpiing  out 
of  the  ground,  like  thofe  herbs  and  plants  which 
grow  without  labour  and  cultivation ;  it  is  not  ca- 
lual,  nor  doth  it  come  by  accideni:.  It  proceeds 
from  the  all-wife  righteous  appointment  of  t|ie  fu- 

\  preme  Lord  of  all ;  it  is  difpenfed  by  infinite  wif- 
dom  to  individuals  and  focieties,  as  the  fruit  and  pu^ 
^lilhment  of  fin.  It  is  the  rod  whereby  the  Lord 
chaftens,  the  furnace  in  which  he  refines  his  people. 
From  the  nature  of  this  painful,  but  ialutary  medi^ 
cine,  we  may  often  coUedt  the  kind  of  diftemper  it; 
was  intended  to  cure ;  from  the  threatened  or  infii<3:» 
ed  evil,  we  may  difcover  the  procuring  caufe  that 
brought  it  on. 

jind  will  not  call  back  bis  words*     *  God  is  not  a 
'  man  that  he  fiiould  he,  neither  the  fon  of  man  that 

*  he  fhould  repent ;  hath  he  faid,  and  fhall  he  not 
<  do  it?  hath  he  fpoken,  and  fhall  he  not  make  it 

•  good  f  ?'    He  will  not  retrad  what  he  hath  faid. 

♦  His  word  that  goeth  forth  out  of  his  mouth,  fhall 

*  not  return  to  him  void ;  but  it  fliall  accomplifh 

•  that  which  he  pleafes,  and  it  fhall  profper  in  the 

•  thing  wherpto  he  fends  it  J.'    No  good  reafon  can- 
be  affigned,  why  Jehovah  fhould  recal  his  words. 
Our  natural  inflability,  our  want  of  fbrefight,  our 
incapacity  to  execute  our  refolutions,  frequently 
give  rife  to  a  change  in  our  fentiments,  and  oblige^ 
us  to  alter  our  purpofes:  But  God  is  of  one  mind» 
and  none  can  turn  him ;  aU  his  works  are  known 
to  him  from  the  beginning;  for  him  nothing  is  im- 
poffible ;  and  therefore  vmat  he  hatli  fpoken  with 
his  mouth,  he  will  accomplifh  with  his  hand.     In 
vain  then  do  thofe  who  look  to  men  for  help,  expe<ft 
that  God  will  alter  his  determined  purpofes,  and  al- 
low them  to  perfifl  in  wickednefs,  and  pafs  impu- 
nifhed.   The  expreffion  before  us  plamly  intimates, 

that 

•  ♦  Chap.  ill.  j;6,        f  Numb,  xxiil.  19.         %  Ifa.  l7.  11. 
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lliatGod,  who  is  faithful,  would  certainly  inflid  the 
judgments  threatened  by  his  fervants  on  the  Eph^ 
laimites  and  their  allies,  though  they  might  flatter 
tbemfelves  with  impunity.  Many  ilriking  inflances 
f£  the  truth  I  am  iUuflrating  occur  in  fbripture,  to 
which  I  would  have  you  carefully  to  advert ;  that 
you  may  be  ftiUy  convinced  that  the  word  of  God 
ihall  ftand,  and  ihall  never  &il  of  being  accompliih* 
fid,  notwithftanding*  every  intervening  obftacle. 
.  But  vnllarife  agmnfl the  boufe  of  evildoers.  Every 
fine  that  doeth  evil  is  not  included  under  this  de^^ 
iciiption,  but  thofe  ov^y  who  obftinately  perfift  in 
evil-doiog,  and  refufe  to  be  reftrained  by  the  autho- 
rity, the  clemency,  and  the  judgments  of  God.  Such 
incorrigible  tranfgreflcHrs  were  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  at 
jhe  time  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  concerning 
whom  the  Lord  afterward  declared  by  his  fervant 
Jeremiah,  '  Behold,  thbu  haft  fpoken  aild  dofte  evil 
*  as  thou  couideft  *.* — And  againji  the  help  of  them 
thai  work  iniquity.  The  Egyptians,  whofe  afliftance 
was  espeded  by  the  Ephraimites,  in  their  prefent 
hazardous  condition,  feem  to  have  been  the  perfons 
primarily  intended  by  this  defcription.  After  the 
jfismatx  of  a  great  offended  monarch,  Jehovah  de- 
clares, that  he  wojold  go  forth  againft  both  th^fe  na-r 
tiops,  to  infli<5t  righteous  vengeance  upon  them,  for 
die  Injuries  they  have  done  to  him  and  his  Hing^ 
doniH-That  he  would  arife,  not  merely  to  oppqfe 
their  piogrefs  by  moral  reftraints,  fuch  as  comm^ds 
ftnd  threatenings,  but  eflfe<ftually  to  give  check  to 
ihcir  ads  qf  hirftility,  by  the  exertion  of  his  Omni- 
potence, and  feverely  to  punifh  them  for  contempt 
ihewn  to  him  and  his  laws.  All  reiiftance,  there^ 
fore,  Ihould  prove  altogether  unav^ng  to  counter^ 
ad  the  purpofes  he  had  determined  to  accomplilh,-~ 
If  any  thing  prevent  or  flop  the  progrefs  of  threat^ 
cned  evil,  it  is  prayer  and  penitence.  Thefe  peace^ 
f^  meiien^rs  have  often  arrefted  divine  judgments 
\SL  th^  cpuife/  and  hindered  them  fiom  bemg  in- 

flitted 
f  Chap.  iiJ,  5. 
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Aided/  *  The  Lord  would  have  ddHroyed  Ifiael,  htd 

*  liotMofefthischofen  flood  before  him  in  the  breach, 

*  to  turn  away  hi$  wrath,  left  he  ihovld  have  deftroy'- 
^  ed  them  */  In  fome  inftances  prayers  and  teait 
may  prove  inefie^al  to  avert  impending  calamities } 
for  thus  faid  the  Lord  to  the  prophet  Jeremkfa^ 
^  Though  Mofes  and  Samuel  ftood  before  me,  yet 
^  my  mind  co\ild  not  be  toward  this  people :  cail 

*  them  out  of  my  fight,  and  let  them  go  torthf  /  The 
Wc^da  plainly  intimate, ,  that  the  interpofiticm  and 
fupplic^tions  of  God'8  moft  faithful  fervants,  in  the 
<»ife  referred  to,  could  not  prevail  to  avert  thxt  me^ 
rited  deftru^ori,  from  which  the  |K>ftenty  of  Jaco]^ 
had  enjoyed  a  long  reprieve. 

3  Now  the  Egyptians  are  men,  and  not 
God;  and  their  horfes  flefh,  and  not  ipirit. 
When  the  LORD  Ihall  flretch  out  his  hand; 
both  he  that  helpeth  ihall  fall,  and  he  that  if 
holpen  ihall  &11  down,  and  they  all  ihall  falj 
together^ 

The  extreme  foUy  and  danger  of  tbofe  who  pku 
eed  dependence  on  Egypt  is  here  farther  repiefent-*- 
ed.  The  propofition  contained  in  the  firft  part  of 
the  verfe  is  incontrovertible,  fo  evident,  that  it  muft 
be  univerfelly  acknowledged.  Hie  plaineft  truths, 
however,  foch  as  that  which  lies  now  before  us,  nmft 
not  be  overlooked  or  difregarded.  Men,  thougH 
wife  and  powerful,  are  but  men ;  weak,  frail,  nK>rtal 
creatures,  whofe  exiftence,  faculties,  and  actions,  de- 
pend entirely  on  divine  Providence.  They  can  do 
nothing  more  than  God  gives  them  ability  to  per* 
form,  nor  can  they  execute  any  enterprife,  but  what 
he  enables  or  permits  them  to  accompliih.  Hence 
the  important  advice  given  by  our  Prophet,  •  Ceafe 

*  ye  from  man  whofe  breath  is  in  h»  noftrils  j  foir 

*  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of?*   U  is  betto:  to 

truil 
•  PfiO.  cvL  ig.  f  Chap.  XT.  X. 
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trail  in  God  than  to  put  confidence  in  man.  Had 
thelfraelitesiattended  to  this  fimple  remark,  they 
would  not  have  confided  in  the  Egyptians,  but  in 
the  living  God,  who  is  omnipotent,  invincible,  and 
immorUd. — Their  horfss  are  flejh^and  mt  ffirit ;  of 
which  they  poflefled  neither  the  nature  nor  the  pn> 
perdes.  Though  they  might  be  celebrated  on  ac- 
count of  their  excellence  and  their  numbers,  they 
were  fubjed  to  diftempers,  to  decay,  to  accidents,  to 
fiitigiifi  in  confequence  of  long  marches,  they  were 
liable  to  be  wounded  and  flain  in  battle.  They 
were  therefore  a  vain  thing  for  prefervation,  neither 
could  they  deliver  by  their  great  fcrength.  As  faith 
the  pmv^,  *  The  horfe  is  prepared  againft  the  day 

*  of  battle,  but  fefetyis  of  the  Lord.'— Some  truft  in 
chariots,  and  fome  in  horfes,  but  let  us  remember 
the  name  of  the  LcM^d  our  God,  the  ftrong  tower  to 
which  the  righteous  run  and  are  fafe.  Of  the  truth 
of  the  preceding  remark,  the  children  of  Ifrael  were 
to  receive  convincing  proof 

When  the  Lord  Jhall  Jiretcb  put  hu  handj  &c.  In 
prophetic  language  God  is  faid  to  ftretch  out  his 
hand,  when  he  infliiSb  righteous  judgment  upon  men 
for  their  fins,  *  Behold,  therefore,'  (faith  he  by  the 
prophet  Ezekiel)  *  I  have  fl:retched  out  my  hand 
^  over  thee — and  have  delivered  thee  unto  the  will 

*  of  them  that  hate  thee  *,^  The  expreflion  is  meta^ 
j^orical,  and  dludes  to  the  pradice  of  thofe  who 
extend  their  arm,  when  about  to  perform  any  ardu- 
pus  work.  It  plainly  intimates,  that  Jehovah  was 
to  exert  his  Almighty  power  in  punilhing  his  un^ 
^teful  people,  and  thoie  on  whom  they  trufted  for 
^(fifiance,  whilil  they  negleded  to  repofe  confidence 
in  him,  who  1^  often  helped  and  delivered  their 
Others.  In  confequence  whereof^— JS<tfA  he  that 
htlpetb^  &c.  The  overthcow  both  of  the  Egyptians 
and- of  the  Ephraimites,  who  requefted  their  fuc- 
<ours,  is  clearly  foretold  in  thefe  words.  Though  you 
^ve  called  to  your  aid  and  protection,  a  powerful 


nation 
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nation,  who  hath  helped  other  kingdoms  in  tunes 
of  diftrefs  and  danger,  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  af- 
ford you  the  fupport  yoii  require  ;  you  and  they 
ihall  fail  in  accomplilhing  the  end  that  yqfu  have  in 
view.  You  may  afTpciate  yourfelves  together,  but 
neither  of  you  fhall  efcape  deferved  calaniities* 
Though  hand  join  in  hand,  though  kingdom  be  con- 
federated wth  kingdom,  the  nvicked  fhall  not  be 
impunifhed.  *  Curled,-  faith  Jehovah^  *  be  the  man 
t  that  trufleth  in  man,  and  tnaketh  flelh  his  arm, 
*  whofe  heart  departethfrom  the  Lord/ — ^Aware  then 
of  the  extreme  danger  to  which  we  fhall  inevitably 
expofe  ourfelves,  by  placing  confidence  in  the  crea- 
ture ;  let  us  truft  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  who  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and  carefully  abftain  from  this 
execrable  pradice,  which  terminates  in  difappoint-^ 
ment,  diftrefs,  and  forrow. 

4  For  thus  hath  the  LORD  fpoken  unto 
me,  Like  as  the  lion  and  the  yoimg  lion 
roaring  on  his  prej,  when  a  multitude  of 
fhepherds  is  called  ftorth  againfl  him,  he  will 
not  be  afraid  of  their  voice,  nor  abate  himfelf 
for  the  rioife  of  them;  To  fhall  the  LORD  of 
hofls  coriie  down  to  fight  for  mount  Zipji^ 
and  for  th^  hill  thereof. 

Still  farther  to  reprove  the  fdly  of  the  Ephraimr 
ites,  another  argument  i$  fubjoincd,  derived  from 
the  protedion  which  God  w^  aboiit  to  afibid  thfj 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  whein  aflailed  by  the  Afly- 
rians. — ^To  excite  reverence  ^d  attention  to  this 
fubjed,  Ifaiah  declares,  that  the  IVfofl  High  bad  ex- 
preisly  communicated  to  hrm  the  following  infox^ 
mation,  in  whi^h  the  invincible  power,  aMtend^ 
compaffion  of  Jehovah,  difplayed  toWaijd  his  pteu- 
liar  people,  are  beautifUUy  repnefeuted  by  twofirot- 
litudes ;  the  one  takoi  from  an  animal  remarkable 
^r  its  flrength  and  heroic,  courage,  the'6th^,*6roni 

*      ,        '  birds, 
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buds,  whoie  vigiiance  and  folicitude  for  the  fafety 
of  their  yornig  ones  are  well  known — ^The  former 
is  b(»rrpwed  frcmi  a  lion,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and 
TDxA  magnanimous  beafts  of  the  foreft,  and  a  yoimg 
lion  in  ms  full  vigour,  who  remains  undamited  in 
the  poileflion  of  his  prey  amid  all  the  efforts  employ^ 
ed  to  terrify  him.  By  this  figure  is  reprefented  th^ 
coodud  of  the  Almighty,  who  is  not  afraid  of  any, 
and  who  ought  to  be  feared  by  all,  when  he  appears 
executing  awful  vengeance  upon  his  enemies.— 
The  prey  on  which  the  lion  is  faid  to  roar,  in  way 
of  exultation,  mary  denote  the  city  Terufalem,  which 
of  old  was  die  feat  of  heathen  fuperilition,  from 
\diich  it  was  forcibly  taken,  that  it  might  be  con- 
verted into  the  feat  of  true  religion,  and  divine  wor- 
fliip,  under  the  immediate  inipedion  and  defence  of 
Jehovah. — ^A  multitude  of  fliepherds  called  forth 
SLgainSt  the  lion,  may  fignify  the  numerous  army  af*- 
iembled  by  the  king  of  AQyria  to  befiege  the  me- 
tropolis of  Judea,  to  fpoil  its  inhabitants,  todiveil 
it  of  the  guardian  care  of  Jehovah,  and  to  reilore  its 
ancient  fuperilition  and  idolatry.  At  this  eventful 
period,  the  Lord  of  hofts  caufed  his  tremenduous 
voice  to  be  heard,  and  gave  intimation  that  he  was 
d^ennined  to  keep  pofieffion  of  his  chofen  city,  and 
to  defend  from  their  foes,  the  people  he  had  appro- 
priated to  faimfelf. — He  will  not  be  afraid  of  their 
iwicr,  mr  abafe^  &c.  Far  from  being  in  any  mea- 
gre intimidated  by  the  noife,  and  the  approach  of 
dide  who  were  called  forth  -to  injure  the  interefts 
of  the  obje£ts  of  his  favour,  far  from  hailing  a\^ay 
and  leaving  them  defencelefs,  the  Lord  that  litteth 
in  heaven  had  them  all  in  derifion.  This  interpre- 
tation, which  is  fupp<Hted  by  other  paflages  in  the 
Prophets,  where  God  in  the  execution  of  awful  judg- 
ments is  fpoken  of  under  the  fimilitude  here  ufed, 
does  not  require  from  me  any  formal  vindication. 

So  Jball  the  Lord  of  bofis  come  down^  &c.  The 
j^peceding  comparifon  ferv6s  to  give  fome  idea  of 
the  wonderful  interpofition  of  Jehovah  in  behalf  of 

his 
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hi?  people,  and  of  the  remarkable  piodfs  he  was  to 
give  on  the  occafion  above  mentioned,  of  his  powex 
and  prefence  manifefted  for  the  protedion- of  Mount 
Zion,  and  the  hill  thereof,  whereon  ftood  the  palace 
and  the  city  of  Davic^  with  the  magnificent  temple 
dedicated  to  the  worfhip  of  the  living  God*  It  like- 
wife  places,  in  a  ftriking  point  of  view,  the  fhiitlefs 
attempts  of  the  moft  formidable  enemies  of  Jenifiu 
lem,  whilfl  the  Almighty  continued  to  extend  ta 
that  city  his  guardian  care  and  defence.  It  teaches^ 
with  what  fovereign  contempt  the  Moft  High  over 
all  the  earth,  treats  the  hoftile  exertions  of  th^e  wha 
are  inimical  to  the  iacred  interefts  of  his  church,  and 
the  perfed  fafety  which  they  Ihall  enjoy  whom  he 
compafleth  with  favour  as  with  a  fhield,— How  im- 
pregnable the  defence  which  God  forms  around  them 
that  hope  in  his  mercy !  They  that  truft  in  the  Lord 
fliall  be  as  Mount  Zion  which  cannot  be  removed^ 
but  abidetb  for  ever..  As  the  mountains  are  round 
about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  peo- 
ple, from  henceforth  even  for  evcr^  The  gracioua 
prote6lion  afforded  by  the  Lcxd  to  his  ancient  churchy 
reprefented  by  the  hills  that  encompaffed  the  holy 
city,  arid  rendered  it  invincible,  whilfl  the  inhabi- 
tants repofed  their  confidence  ia  the  divine  omni- 
potence, prefigured  the  ftiU  ^eater  fehcity  of  thofe 
imder  the  New  Teftament,  whole  refuge,  and  for- 
trefs  is  Jebbvah.  Such  may  adopt  the  triumphant 
language  of  the  royal  poet,  ^  The  Lord  liveth,  and 

*  biefled  be  my  rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  falva- 

*  tion  be  exalted  */ 

5  As  birds  flymg,  fo  will  the  LORD  of 
hofts  defend  Jerufalem :  defending  alfo  he 
will  deliver  iV,  tf«^  pafling  over,  he  will  pre- 
ferve  it. 

The  fubjeft  now  before  us  is  iUuftmted  in  this 
verfe  by  another  pleafing  fimilitude,  which  marks 

with 

•  PfaL  xviii.  4/i. 
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wth  peculiar  beauty  and  energy,  the  tender  afiec^ 
cioQ  ^id  conilant  folicitude,  which  God,  in  whom 
Gompaffioas  flow,  never  fails  to  difcover  for  the  iafe<^ 
tj  of  his  children,  efpecially  when  they  are  in  dan- 
ger. There  are  two  ways  by  which  the  feathered 
tifiKS  £bow  affedion  for  their  young  ones,  and  thdr 
anxbty  for  defending  them  from  injury.  Some,  a* 
brmed  at  the  approach  of  any  creature,  by  whom, 
they  fufped  their  brood  may  be  hurt,  fly  hither  and 
tbitbo:  with  great  Telocity  through  a  certain  fpace 
around  their  nefls,  gaping,  crying,  and  fluttezing 
with  their  wings.  Others,  when  terrified  that  their 
young  ones  are  in  danger,  fly  inflantly  to  their  pio^ 
tedion,  ftretch  forth  theu:  wings  for  their  defence^ 
whilft  they  appear  determined  that  they  will  rather 
indanger  their  own  life^  than  permit  their  helpkis 
charge  to  be  hurt-  To  birds  of  this  laft  de£:ripdan» 
I  fuppofe  that  our  Prophet  chiefly  refers,  though  he 
might  alfo  have  refped  to  thofe  firfl  meitfioned. 
The  agreeaUe  protedlion  which  Almighty  God 
Toachiafes  to  convey  to  his  beloved  people,  is  fie- 
quendy  defcribed  in  fciipture,  in  ailulion  to  this  wdl 
known  emblem^     *  Shew  me  thy  marvellous  loving 

•  kindnefS)'  (feid  the  royal  poet}  *  hide  me  under 

•  the  fliadow  of  thy  wings  *.'  And  again,  *  fiecaufe 
^  thou  Lord  haft  been  my  help,  in  the  fhadow  of 

•  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice  f  •'  By  this  familiar  image^ 
Jefus  Chriil  illuftrates  his  compaflion  toward  Jera« 
^em,  *  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  chil* 

•  dren  together  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  un* 

•  der  her  wmgs  if-'  In  thefe  moving  words,  the  gra- 
cioas  Redeemer  exprefles  his  divine  benevolence  and 
tender  pity  toward  the  ungrateful,  obftinate  inhabit- 
tants  of  that  highly  favoured  city,  and  reminds  them 
that  with  paternal  fondnefs,  he  would  readily  have 
admitted  them  to  ihare  in  his  kind  protedion.  The 
piedidion  before  us  then  imports,  that  as  the  pa^ 
lent  Wrd  on  the  approach  of  danger,  takes  her  y  oimg 
ones  under  her  wings  to  Ihield  them  from  whatever 

might 
♦P£iLxvii.8.        t  Pia- -  hiiii.  7.        J  Matt- xxUi.  37. 
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might  hurt  or  annoy  them^  fo  the  Lord  of  hofts 
ix^ould  guard  his  peculiar  people  from  the  hoftile  nt^ 
tempts  of  their  powerful  enemies. — The  fubjedl  is 
farther  explained  in  the  next  words. 

Defending  alfo  he  will  deliver  it,  &c.  Such  is  the 
cxtenfive  unremitting  care  which  Jehovah  exercifes 
over  tlie  objecSb  of  his  love,  that  in  the  moft  pei^ilous 
fituatxon,  they  enjoy  defirable  fafety.  The  Lord  is 
their  rock,  their  fortrefs,  and  their  deliverer ;  tbey 
dwell  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moil  High,  and  a* 
bide  imder  the  Ihadow  of  the  Almighty — ^/o  he 
will  deliver  them.  No  weapon  formed  againft  them 
could  profper ;  for  God  himfelf  was  to  fe.ve  them 
from  the  intended  deftrudion ;  fo  that  according  to 
the  prophecy  of  Obadiah,  *  Upoii  Mount  Zion,  there 
*  fhall  be  deliverance.' — Pdjing  over  he  will  pre* 
ferve  it.  There  feems  here  to  be  an  obvious,  allu- 
fion  to  the  memorable  event  that  happened  at  the 
time  wherein  God  brought  forth  the  children  of  If* 
xael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  The  angel  of  the 
Lord  went  forth,  and  in  one  night  flew  aU  the  firft" 
bom  in  that  kingdom,  whilft  he  pafled  over  all  the 
firft  bom  of  the  Ifiaehtes,  whofe  door  polls  were 
fprinkled  mth  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb.  In 
like  manner,  the  angel  fent  to  flay  the  Aflyrian 
amiy,  which  laid  flege  to  Jerufalem,  was  to  pais 
over  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  who  were  to  be 
preferved  alive,  whilfl:  by  the  terrible  vengeance  of 
heaven,  their  enemies  were  to  be  totally  routed.  1 
forbear  at  prefent  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  hiftory 
which  relates  the  exad  accomplifliment  of  what  is 
here  foretold,  to  which  I  have  already  had  frequent 
occafion  to  refer.—Who  is  a  God  Iflte  imto  thee, 
who  pardoneth  iniquity,  who  pafieth  by  the  tranf* 
greflion  of  the  remnant  of  thy  heritage,  he  retain<i> 
eth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  dehghteth  in . 
mercy.  How  aAonifliing  the  interpolitions  of  di* 
vine  Providence  for  the  prefervation  of  the  church, 
which  indeed  refembles  the  bufli  burning  and  not 
confumedv  The  gracious  aflurances  which  God  hath 
:  .  given 
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ff^cn  to  his  feirants,  of  his  watthful  care,  and*  the 
woi^derfal  deliverances  he  hath  wrought  for  them, 
ought  to  excite  us  to  exalt  his  name^  to  pelebratc 
bis  praiies,  and  to  place  unfufpeding  confidence  in 
fab  mercy,  power,  and  faithiulnefs.  How  excellent 
IS  thy  loving  kindnefs,  O  God,  therefore  we  put  out 
truft  under  the  Ihadow  of  thy  wings. 

6  Turn  ye  unto  Mm  from  whom  the  chilr 
iren  of  Ifrael  have  deeply  revolted. 

A  ftitable  exhortation  to  a  moft  important  duty, 
which  may  alfo  be  coQiid^red  as  a  prophetic  decla<^ 
ration  of  what  was  to  happen  at  the  period  to  which 
I&iah  looked  forward,  is  fubjoined  to  the  reviving 
pie^fdons  delivered  in  the  preceding  verfes.   When 
God  is  about  to  work  fome  great  deliverance  for  his 
people,  he  prepares  them  thankfully  to  receive  the 
mercy  he  intends  to  beilow,  and  then  feafonably 
confers  it  upon  them.    This  remark  is  exemplified 
in  the  paflage  of  fcripture  now  before  usi    Having 
f(xctold  the  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
£dem  amidft  imminent  dangers,  th^t  they  might 
give  this  diflinguiihing  favour  a  proper  reception^ 
oar  Fh){di6t  calls  upon  his  countrymen  to  turn  to 
him  froin  whom  they  had  revolted-  He  clearly  fets 
before  them  their  duty,  and  urges  the  praftice  of  it 
by  a  very  forcible  motive, — ^The  prophet  Jeremiah, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  brought  this  heavy  charge 
figainft  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  children  of 
Judah,  •  They  have  turned  to  me  the  back,  and  not 
?  the  fiice,  though  I  taught  them  rifing  up  e^ly  and 
'  teaching  them,  yet  they  have  not  hearkened  to  re^ 
^  ccive  inftrudion  ^/    By  fbrf^king  the  fountain  of 
Kmg  water,  and  having  recourfe  to  broken  cifterns, 
they  manifefted  the  moft  criminal  contempt  of  the 
-aH^fiifiicient  God,     I  do  not  affirm  that  they  were 
-ahmys  confi^ious  of  a&ing  under  the  influence  of 
.jftps  odious  diil^fition^  or  that  th^y  were  fenlible  of 

"  th^t 
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that  areriion  from  God,  which  they  difcovered  hy 
their  condud*  I  mean  to  fey,  that  they  were  gone 
aftray  from  God,  every  one  to  his  own  way.  By 
ading  in  this  manner,  they  preferred  temptations  to 
ttanfgreffion  to  the  promifes  of  God,  the  enjoyment 
of  the  creature  to  tl^  favour  of  the  Creator,  induir 
gence  in  fin,  to  the  pradice  of  commanded  duty. 
They  flighted  the  divine  perfedions  of  Jehovah,  they 
forfeited  the  prote<SHon  of  his  providence,  they  ne- 
gleded  the  duties  of  his  worlhip,  they  violated  his 
Iqpreme  authority,  and  fet  at  nought  the  riches  of 
his  goodnefs.  Thus  eftranged  from  God,  were  the 
pc^erity  of  Jacob,  when,  lo,  the  voice  of  mercy  is 
heard. 

Turn  ye,  &c.  The  expreflion  is  metaphorical, 
borrowed  from  the  relative  fituation  of  obje<9s,  af- 
ter their  pofition  is  reverfed.  It  plainly  imports, 
that  their  internal  difpofitions,  and  theii*  external 
deportment,  with  refped  to  God  and  the  objects 
with  which  they  were  conne6led,  ought  to  have 
been  totally  altered,  fo  as  to  form  a  contrail  to  their 
former  condition*  They  were  required  to  aflume  a 
new  temper,  pofture,  and  afpedt,  quite  di&rent  from 
thofe  wherein  they  indulged  m  times  paft,  after  thej 
had  revolted  from  the  Moil  High.  Their  minds, 
formerly  occupied  with  vain,  foolifb,  fceptical 
thoughts,  were  to  be  employed  in  contemplating 
with  admiration  and  pleafure,  the  attributes,  th^ 
providence,  the  word,  and  falvation  of  Jehovah. 
Their  hearts,  which  had  gone  after  idols  and  earthly 
objeds,  were  to  relinquiih  criminal  attachment  to 
thefc  lying  v'anities,  that  they  might  be  con&crateid 
entirely  to  God,  who  vouchfafed  to  demand  them 
for  hinifelf.  The  homage  which  they  had  given  to 
dead  idols,  the  work  of  mens  hands,  was  to  betrant 
ferred  from  them,  and  appropriated  to  the  only  Ev- 
ing  and  true  God,  who  hath  done  whatfoever  he  plea- 
fed  in  heaven  and  earth.  From  being  obdurate,  per- 
verfe,  and  difobedient,  they  were  to  Become  tender, 
flexible,  and  fubmifilve  to  God ;  inclined  to  that 

whicjj 
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^tich  is  well  pkafing  in  his  fight.  In  one  word; 
>jr  turning  to  the  Lord,  tliey  were  not  only  to  for- 
£ike  their  unrighteous  thoughts,  but  to  abandon 
thdr  wicked  waj6,  to  amend  their  doings,  which 
had  not  been  good;  that  they  might  obey  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  their  God,  and  trufl  in  his  falvation. 
5och  feems  to  be  the  import  of  the  neceffary  exer- 
cife  here  inculcated,  which  is  no  Icfs  incumbent  on 
jou,  my  friends,  than  upon  the  men  of  Ifrael  and 
Judah. — ^Tum  ye  unto  the  Lord,  be  not  negligent 
in  ufing  the  means  which  God  hath  inftituted  for 
bmigiog  you  to  true  Repentance ;  and  eameftly  pray 
ibat  bk  Uefling  may  render  them  effedluaL  For 
&ke  the  fodiib^  and  live  and  go  in  the  way  of  im- 
deiftanding.  Renounce  all  your  tranfgreflions, 
whereby  you  have  departed  from  the  living  God  j 
and  devote  yourfdvcs  without  referve  to  his  iervice, 
felicitous  to  enjoy  the  divine  countenance  and  pre*. 
^snce.  Think  upon  your  former  ways  and  doings 
^faat  have  not  been  good,  and  turn  your  feet  with- 
out delay  unto  God's  teiiimonies.  Take  heed  that 
you  turn 

To  bim  from  whom  the  children  ^f  IfraeU  8cc.— - 
The  people  to  whom  thefe  words  were  primarily 
addiefibd^  were  reminded  of  the  intimate  relation 
that  fubfiifaed  between  them  and  the  patriarch  Ja<^ 
ifk^  thrar  renowned  progenitor,  ;md  the  confequent 
obfigation3  they  lay.  under  to  the  fervice  of  Jehor 
vah,  who  had  promifed  to  be  the  God  of  his  pofte- 
iky.  If  they  were  folicitous  to  eiyoy  the  benefit? 
CQB^vcSbaided  in  the  covenant  of  God  made  with 
Iheff  fttfa^is,  iiogty  ought  to  have  imitated  their  faith 
^nd  obedience,  and  to  have  ihewn  inviolable  attachr 
IDKSA  to  the  worihip  and  ordinances,  which  he  had 
iQ9itiate4iaaong  tbem«  But  alas !  from  him  they 
J»d  deeply  revolted :  through  an  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
&f  they  rebeUed  againft  his  rightful  authority ;  they 
V&sbA  to  yield  him  the  homage  tliat  he  demanded^ 
i^iflft  tbcf  diowed  other  lords  befide  him  to  have 
jotniliion  over  them.  This  root  of  bitternefs  fpring- 
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ing  up,  troubled  them,  whereby  many  were  defiled. 
How  adiedHng  the  teftimony  given  concemuig  them, 
by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  They  have  a  revolting 

•and  a  rebellious  heart;  they  are  revolted  and  gone ; 

•neither  fay  they  in  their  heart,  Let  us  now  fear 
•  the  Lord  our  God  ^J  Proper  recoUeftiori  of  their 
evil  ways,  whereby  they  had  foriaken  the  God  of 
their.  fgUiers,  who  had  done  great  things  for  them, 
ought  to  have  deeply  penetrated  their  hearts,  filled 
them  with  penitential  forrow,  and  induced  them  to 
turn  to  the  Lord  whom  they  had  greatly  provoked. 
-^Though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us,  and  Ifrael 
acknowledge  us  not  as  his  children,  yet  thou,  O 
Lord,  art  our  Father,  our  Redeemer;  we  are  called 
by  thy  name.  Like  the  children  of  Ifrael,  we  have 
revolted  from  thee;  and  now,  O  our  God,  what  fhaU 
Sve  fay  after  this,  for  we  have  tranfgrefled  thy  com- 
mandments ?  Aihamed  of  our  u^dutiful  condu^ 
and  defirous  to  be  reftored  to  favour,  we  eameftly 
intreat  that  thou  wilt  turn  us,  and  we  fhall  be  turn- 
ed. When  thou  fayeft.  Yet  return  again  unto,  me, 
we  reply.  Behold,  we  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  arf 
the  Lr  d  our  God, 

7  For  in  that  day  every  man  fliall  call  a-^ 
way  his  idols  of  lilver,  and  his  idols  of  gold, 
which  your  own  hands  have  made  unto  you 
J^or  a  fin, 

Having  called  his  fellow  citizens  tQ  the  pradice 
of  their  indifpenfible  duty,  our'Prciphet  proceeds  to 
foretel  the  happy  effcds  which  were  to  refult  ftoni 
their  return  to  God,  and  obedience  to  his  authorityl 
Senfible  of  their  extre^le  folly  and  complicated  guilt, 
in  having  followed  lying  vanities  and  foriaken  theii* 
own  mercy,  they  were  to  abandon,  with  juft  indig* 
nation,  the  atrocious  fins  wherein  they  had  iridiil- 
ged.  Of  thisdefirable  change  they  were  to  exhibit 
the  moft  fubftantial  proofs,  by  rejedbna;  with  detef^ 

tation 
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tation  the  idols  which  they  had  formerly  worfhip- 
ped.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  this  becoming 
condudt  was  to  be  adopted,  not  merely  by  a  few 
individuals,  but  by  the  great  bulk  of  thofe  who  had 
been  addided  to  idolatry.  Every  man  fhall  caft 
away  his  idols  of  filver  and  gold ;  though  made  of 
the  moil  valua^ble  materials,  to  attradt  the  greater 
admiration  and  refpedl ;  though  formed  by  their 
own  hands,  a  circumftance  which  might  contribute 
to  increafe  their  attachment  to  them;  yet  they 
were  to  be  rejeded  with  difdain,  and  thrown  away 
as  objeds  of  contempt.  Such  are  the  fruits  of  ge- 
nuine repentance  toward  God,  which,  at  the  period 
referred  to,  were  to  appear  among  the  tribes  of  If- 
raeL— Is  it  not  furpriling,  that  ever  fince  man*s  firil 
apoftacy  from  God,  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the 
Ifraelites  not  excepted,  have  difqovered  a  perverfe 
inclination  to  honour  the  creature,  even  the  works 
of  their  own  hands,  more  than  the  Creator  I  Not- 
withftanding  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead  may 
beimderftoodby  the  things  that  are  made,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  hath  not  left  himfelf  without  witnefs  of 
his  goodnefs  and  beneficence,  in  giving  ram  from 
heaven,  and  fruitful  feafons;  men  have  changed  the 
glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  the  image  of 
corraptible  creatures.  So  ftrong  is  the  propenfity, 
that  to  disjoin  them  from  idols,  and  to  turn  them 
to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  the  gofpel  muft 
come  to  them,  not  in  word,  but  alfo  in  power,  and 
in  the  Holy  iCJhoft. 

8  Then  fhall  the.  Aflyrian  fall  with  the 
fword,  not  of  a  mightjr  man  ;  and  the  fword 
not  of  a  mean  man  mall  devour  him  :  but 
he  (hall  flee  from  the  fword,  and  his  young 
men  fhall  be  difcomfited. 

The  dreadful  flaughter  and  entire  difcdmfiture  of 
the  Aflyrian  army,  by  the  irrefiftible  power  of  Je- 
hovah;  is  the  fubjed  of  this  predidi^ti.'    Th^  mofl 
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high  God  was  not  only  to  defend  his  people  from* 
the  hoftile  defigns  of  their  implacable  adverferies^ 
but  to  lay  them  proftrate  on  the  ground,  in  the  fight 
of  thofe  whom  they  mecEtated  to  deftroy.  The  troops 
which  marched  againft  Jerufakm  were  to  be  entirely 
routed,  fo  that  they  (hould  not  be  able  to  execute 
the  entexprife  which  they  had  formed  againft  that 
city.  This  wonderful  event  was  not  to  proceed 
from  the  fword  or  military  prowefe  of  a  mighty  or 
of  a  mean  man,  or  of  any  man  whatever.  Not  hu^ 
man,  but  divine  power,  was  to  be  employed  in  ex- 
ecuting this  direful  deftrudion.  The  angel  of  the 
Lord  fent  forth  for  this  purpofe  was  the  agent  who^ 
cut  off  and  totally  defeated  the  Aflyrian  army,  ac- 
cording to  the  prediftion  of  Hofea,  *  I  will  have^ 
•  *  mercy  on  the  houfe  of  Judah,  and  wiU  fave  them 

*  by  the  Lord  their  God,  and  will  not  fave  them  by 

*  bow,  nor  by  fword,  nor  by  battle,  by  horfes,  rtor 

*  by  horfemen  *.' — But  be  jhoti  fiee  from  the  fword. 
Senacherib  kingof  Aflyria,  who  is  doubtlefs  the  per* 
fon  of  whom  the  Prophet  fpeaks,  ftruck  with  con- 
ftemation  and  terror  at  the  rapid  devaftatioa  made 
amdng  his  officers  and  foldiers,  was  to-  flee  with  the 
remains  of  his  forces,  that  efcaped  the  avenging 
hand  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  into  his  own  coun^ 
try,  terrified  left  he  and  \m  followers  might  iharef 
in  the  general  calamity.^ — And  his  young  men  fhall  he 
difcomfted.    The  ftouteft  and  moft  courageous  rfhia 
troops,  who  were  moft  remarkable  for  intrepidity 
and  valour,  overwhelmed  by  fear  and  difmay,  were 
to  feek  for  fafety  by  a  precipitate  flight;  in  their 
way  homeward  they  were  to  be  difperfed,  and  ma- 
ny of  them  to  perifti. — ^OGod,  thou  art  terrible  out 
of  thy  holy  places  i  Let  God  arife  ;  let  his  enemies 
be  fcattered ;  let  them  alfo  that  hate  him  flee  be«^ 
fore  him ;  as  fmoke  is  dnven,  drive  them  away ;  a» 
wax  melteth  before  the  fire,  let  the  wicked  periih 
at  the  prefenee  of  God.     But  let  the  righteous  be 

^    /  glad;  let  them  rejoice  before  God,  who  giveth 

ltrength-«nd  faivction.  to  his  people. 

9Aud 
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g  And  be  fliall  pais  over  to  his  ftrong  hold 
for  fear,  and  his  princes  fhall^  be  afraid  of  the 
enfign,  faith  the  LORD,  whofe  fire  is  in  Zion, 
and  his  fnrnace  in  Jerufalem. 

The  (Hophetic  defcription  of  the  entire  defeat  of 
the  Aifymns^  is  here  ccmtimied,  and  the  abiblute 
certainty  of  the  event  i»  foiemnly  confirmed.  Sena* 
cheiib,  abttihed  by  the  temUe  havock  made  among 
Ibs  fofces,  and  confounded  at  the  view  of  his  deplo* 
labk  cmditktfi,  paffing  the  frcmtiers  of  his  domi- 
nions, was  to  feek  for  refuge  m  the  firft  fortrefs  he 
could  reach,  where  he  naight  think  to  enjoy  a  fafe 
letreat. — AcoH-dingly ,  hiftoiy  relates  that  this  proud 
vain-glorious  monarch,  diftr^fed  by  extreme  timidi- 
ty, and  inflamed  with  e^tceffive  rage,  did  not  halt 
until  he  anived  at  the  ftrong  city  of  Nineveh,  where 
he  had  a  dtaddi  and  a  palace.  During  his  refidence 
tbeie,  his  tyranny  and  cruelty  having  beccmie  into^ 
krable,  he  was  llain  with  the  fword  by.  his  two  fons, 
when  employed  in  ddng  homage  to  Nifroch  his  god. 
'^Jjid  bis  princes  Jhall  be  afraid  ef  the  eftftgn.    The 
great  men  and  the  officers  who  had  narrowly  efca- 
ped  the  general  calamity,  were  afterward  terribly 
frighted  on  feeing  an  enfign  or  ftandard,  which  re-^ 
mmded  them  of  their  once  perilous  circumftances^ 
or  akffmed  them  left  it  might  have  proved  a  fignal 
to  purfoe  and  deftroy  the  fhattered  remains  of  the 
d^peried  ar!ny  to  which  they  belonged,— The  pre- 
didion  thus  c^mcludes: 

Saitb  the  Lord,  who  pcrflefles  omnipotence  and 
&ithfulnefs  to  accomplifh  his  promifes  and  threat-^ 
enings,  and  who  will  not  fail  to  do  as  he  hath  faid. 
^^bojejire  is  in  Zitmj  continually  burning  upon 
the  arar  which  is  placed  in  the  (acred  temple,  built 
^  <fivme  appdntment  on  the  mountain  which 
iKais  that  name.  Or  the  expreflion  may  allude  to 
the  peculiar  pec^k  of  God  inhabiting  that  moun- 
tain, who,  in  prophetic  language,  are  fometimes  fpo- 
ken  of  under  this  fymboL  The  hgufe  of  Jacob,  faith 

Obadiah, 
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Obadiah,  fh^U  be  a  fire,  not  only  to  communicate 
light  and  warmth  unto  the  world  around  them;  but 
to  confume  the  wicked,  who  are  compared  to  drofs 
tod  Hubble.  In  this  fenfe,  alfo,  the  fire  of  the  Lord 
was  in  Zion ;  aild  the  Ailyrians  who  had  formed 
the  defign  of  extinguilhing  it,  were  flain  and  de- 
ftroyed. — ^nd  bis  furnace  in  Jeru/alem.  A  furnace 
is  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe  of  melting  gold,  filver^ 
and  other  ufeful  metals,  in  order  to  feparate  them 
from  the  alloy  with  which  they  are  intermixed,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  the  difierent  ufes  to  which  they 
may  bje  appUed.  In  this  view,  it  fignificantly  re- 
prelents  thofe  trying  afllidlions  whereby  God  is  plea- 
fed  to  purify  his  people  from  their  corruptions,  to 
divide  the  precious  from  the  vile;  thofe  who  on  ac- 
count of  their  excellence  and  purity  refemble  choice 
filver,  from  thofe  who  are  worthlefs  and  contempti- 
ble, like  the  worft  refufe.  In  Jerufalem  this  fur- 
nace was  kindled  by  the  fire  of  divine  wrath,  in  or- 
der to  refine  the  inhabitants  from  thofe  heteroge- 
neous mixtures  of  hypoqrify  and  wickednefs  which 
fpoHed  their  beauty  and  utihty.  With  this  pecu- 
liar defcription  of  the  charafter  of  Jehovah,  the  firft 
part  of  this  prophetical  difcourfe  concludes,  in  which 
the  upright  fei-vants  of  the  Moft  High  are  affui-ed  of 
perfed  lafety,  even  in  perilous  circumilances,  and 
the  utter  deftrudlion  of  their  formidable  enemies  is 
foretold.  When  aflailed  by  their  potent  adverfa^ 
ries,  God  will  be  their  friend ;  when  ftraitened,  he 
will  grant  them  enlargement ;  when  in  jeopardy, 
he  will  fend  them  deliverance. — Let  us  then  unite 
in  finging  the  triumphant  fong  of  the  fervant  of  the 
Lord,  compofed  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  delivered 
him  from  the  hand  of  aU  his  enemies,  which  ends 
thus:  *  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among 

*  the  heathcQ,  and  fing  praifes  unto  thy  name. 

*  Great  dehverance  giveth  he  to  his  kuig,  and  lliew- 

*  eth  mercy  to  his  anointed,  to  David  and  to  his 

*  feed  for  evermore  *.' 

PREUMI^ 

♦  Plal.  xviii.  49,  50. 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

WE  now  proceed  to  confider  the  fecond  part 
of  this  prophetic  oration,  contained  in  the 
chapter  before  us.  It  commences  with  a  graphical 
defcription  of  the  important  benefits  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  peopk  of  God,  under  the  aufpicious  reign  of 
an  illaibioiis,  pious  prince,  the  equity  of  whofe  go- 
vernment, and  the  felicity  of  whofe  fubjeds,  are 
lughly  celebrated,  ver.  i,  2. — It  foretels,  in  beauti- 
ful figurative  language,  the  converfipn  of  many  to 
a  prudent  difcrimination  of  the  ways  of  God,  and 
the  excellency  of  Ipiritual  objeds,  v.  3,  8. — ^It  re- 
prefents  in  ftrong  colours  the  terrible  calamities 
whereby  the  Jewnh  nation  were  to  be  diftreffed,  v. 
p,  14. — After  which,  it  enumerates  fome  of  the  pre- 
cious blei&ngs  which,  in  fubfequent  periods,  were 
to  be  confmed  on  the  church  ;  fuch  as  the  efFu- 
fion  of  the  Spirit,  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  the 
xigbteoufaefs,  the  peace,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  of  God.  Thefe  topics  we  purpofe  to  difcufs 
ip  the  order  in  which  they  are  her^  placed. 


GHAP.    XXXU. 

BEHOLD,  q,  king  fliall  reign  in  righteouf-^ 
nefs,  and  princes  fliall  rule  in  judgment. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  fhort  pleaiing  defcription  of 
the  profperow  adminiftration  of  an  eminent  prince, 
renowned  for  the  equity  of  his  government.  Hi^ 
amiable  charafter,  and  that  of  his  princes,  is  deline- 
ated in  terms  truly  fignificant. — ^The  ,fubjedl  is  in- 
troduced in  a  manner  admirably  fuited  to  excite  the 
clofeft  attention.  Behold  a  king.  Contemplate  with 
jUi^ble  emotions  of  njind,  one  pofleiTedof  royal  mag^ 
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nificqice  and  fplendotur.  See  an  illuilrious  perfon  in-' 
veiled  with  a  crown^dignified  ^th  a  fceptre«  elevated 
to  a  throne,  exalted  to  fupreme  dominion,  exercifing 
ibveieign  authority,  hol^i^  extenfive  pcopett^r^pre- 
fiding  over  a  numerous  prople,  wfaofe  liberty,  pro-- 
fperity,  and  tranquillity  are  eflabliibed  by  tfae  cle# 
mency  and  juftice  of  the  monarch.  View  him  en« 
joying  all  ^e  pr^rc^tives  belonging  to  royalty ; 
magnificence,  riches,  power,  retinue,  wid^  the  duti« 
iul  homage  of  loyal  Aibjeds ;  and  difplaying  from 
dme  to  time  the  mod  ff^endid  triumphs.  Fix  your 
Chou^iits  efpecially  on  the  re<9;itude  of  his  govern^ 
ment — Wbojhall  reign  in  Hgbtmmfnefi.  The  word 
is  emphatical,  denoting  that  he  ihaU  exhibit  every 
virtue  which  can  adorn  the  royal  cfaarai^er,  and  con- 
tribute to  the  felicity  of  lus  kingdom.  He  ifaidl  itfe 
the  prerogatives  of  majefty  with  gceat  moderatioen^ 
wifdom,  and  equity ;  he  fliaU  perform  toward  his 
fubjeds  the  duties  of  a  wife  legiilator,  a  juft  ruler,  a 
idnd  parent,  and  upri^t  judge;  exhibiting  before 
them  laudable  examples  of  piety  and  virtue,  of 
goodne(s  and  beneficence.  In  all  the  affairs  of  gd- 
vemment,  he  ffaali  ad  wkh  clemency  and  equani* 
mity,  he  fliall  do  jufiice  with  impartiality,  he'fhall 
dilhibute  judgment  without  corruption  throughout 
his  dominions,  having  no  refped  to  perfons.  What 
an  ineftimable  blefling  is  fuch  a  prince,  not  only  to 
the  nation  over  which  he  peigns,  but  to  the  dmrch, 
and  to  the  world !  How  extcnfive  the  benign  in- 
fluence of  hb  authority  and  example,  who  hath  at 
h^art  the  welfare  of  his  people,  wIk)  adopts  Ae  beft 
meafures  to  fuppre&  deceit,  violence,  and  all  man- 
ner <£  iniquity;  to  maintain  die  iafety  of  the  em- 
pire, to  enrich  and  felicitate  all  who  Uve  imder  his 
government. 

Do  you  aik  df  whom  ipeaketh  die  Prophet.^  Had 
he  in  his  view  any  particular  prince,  when  deli- 
vering this  predidion?  Hezekmh  king  of  Judafa 
ieems  to  have  been  the  iUufixious  moiUKrch  pri«» 
marily  intended;  concerning  whom  it  is  written^ 
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*fletrafted  in  tte  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  fo  that  aC 

*  ter  him  was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings 

*  of -Judfth,  nor  any  that  were  before  him.     For 
'  he  clare  to  the  Lord^  and  departed  not  from  fol- 

*  lowing  him,  but  kept  his  commandments  which 
^the  Loid  commanded  Mdes.  And  the  Lord 
'  was  with  him,  and  he  profpered  ^/  &c.  He  was 
a  king  that  reigned  in  righteoufnefs  during  the 
whole  time  he  fat  upon  the  throne  of  Judah,  efpe^ 
oafiy  sd[ter  the  remarks^le  period  wherein  he  was 
nnnicukiQfly  delivered  fmm  the  threatening  power 
of  ASyria,  and  had  a  wonderful  recovery  from  a 
mortal  difeafe  which  brought  him  to  the  gates  of 
death.  By  thefe  memorable  events,  God  was  plea« 
fed  to  hcmour  him  in  the  fight  of  all  nations,  and  to 
Imng  him  under  peculiar  obligations  to  the  mild 
and  righteous  adminiftration  of  his  regal  power. 
Placed  by  divine  Providence  over  a  great  nation,  in 
his  oificial  clmra£ter,  this  predidion  received  a  par- 
tial accompliihment,  whilft,  in  his  public  capacity^ 
he  exhibitol  an  inflrudive  type  of  a  more  glorious 
mon^ch,  who  prefides  over  a  more  extenfive  and 
powerful  kingdom.  You  e^y  perceive  that  Jefus 
Chift  the  righteous,  the  promifed  Mefliah,  is  the 
great  peifonage  in  whom  this  prophecy  had  its  full 
accomplifhmcnt. — If  the  literal  fenfe  above  men- 
tioned is  admitted^  I  do  not  fee  why  the  fpiritual 
interpretation  fhould  be  rejeded.  Our  Prophet,  who 
had  ipc^en  of  the  Melfiah  as  a  high  prieft  and  divine 
nfhudor,  here  prefents  him  to  view  as  the  king  who 
is  feated  on  the  holy  hill  of  Zion,  of  whom  he  faw 
in  good  king  Hezekiah,  an  eminent  figure  and  re- 
pr^entation.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  King  of  kings,  and 
lord  of  lords;  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth; 
the  glorious,  omnipotent,  gracious,  univerfal  Mo- 
narch, whofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  It  is 
fpiritual^  heavenly,  unlimited,  and  eternal.  It 
k  an  adminiftration  of  mercy  and  righteoufnefs ; 
it  is  the  empire  of  grace  and  love  ;  it  is  a  difpen- 
^on  of  wifdom  and  order,  which  extends  its  in« 
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fluence  to  the  whole  univerf«,  and  which  fhall  ex^ 
ill  thrpugh  munortal  ages.  Under  this  Ahnighty 
Sovereign,  kings  r^ign  and  prinpes  decree  juftice  : 
He  exerctfeth  fupreme  dominion  in  he^vep  and 
^arth*;  he  rules  in  the  midftof  his  ^pemicis;  he  cim- 
trouls  every  adverfe  power,  and  reigns  over  hi^  in- 
numerable happy  fubjefts  in  rig^teoufnefs.  He  is 
emphatically  denominated  the  juit  One,  Jefos  ChriiJ: 
the  Righteous.  He  bveth  righteoufnefs,  and  hateth 
iniquity ;  therefore  God  anoiptcd  him  with  the  oij 
of  gladnefs  above  his  f^lfows;  the  fcpptre  of  his 
kingdom  is  a  fceptre  of  righteoufnefsi.  His  law? 
and  judgment§  ar^  true  and  righteous  altogether ; 
h&  fpeaks,  he  doth  judge*  and  make  war  ia  righ- 
teoWhefs.  He  pommunicate^  ^bimdahce  of  th^ 
gift  of  righteoufnefs  unto  all  his  people,  makr- 
ing  his  grace  to  r^igii  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
eternal  Ufe;  and  at  the  final  judgment  he  will 
render  to  every  one  according  to  his  works, — Who 
is  there  among  you  that  defiretb  to  enjoy  the  moll 
agreeable  tranquillity,  and  perfeft  feeurity  from  e- 
vU?  let  him  refort  to  the  banner  of  thi§  bleffed  po^ 
tentate,  and  place  himfelf  under  his  prote^ion.  In 
him  he  fhall  find  peace  and  ferenity  of  mind,  and 
know  by  experience,  that  the  qame  of  the  Lord  is  a 
ftrong  tower,  to  which  the  righteous  run  and  are  fafe. 
And  princes  Jh^il  ruk  in  judgment.  The  nobles 
and  chief  officers  of  ftate,  who  held  the  higheft  pla- 
ces of  truft  and  authority  und^r  tlje  king,  were  to 
adminifter  the  government  cpmjnitted  tiotheiQ,  yvith 
an  unbiaifed  refpedl  to  equity  and  judgi»ent.  They 
were  to  exercife  their  feveral  fundiops,  not  with  ri- 
gour and  feverity,  but  with  mildnefs  and  mercy,  ac- 
cording to  the  didates  of  well-informed  qonfciences, 
and  the  unending  ftandard  of  trutn  and  juftice. 
Poffefling  accurate  knowledge  of  the  duties  belong- 
ing to  their  high  |lation,  maintaining  ftrid  regard 
to  the  laws  of  righteoulhefs,  and  firmly  attached  to 
the  interefts  of  thofe  over  whom  they  prefided,  they 
w:ould  endeavour  to  difcover  the  true  ftate  of  th^ 
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matters  brought  before  them  for  dedfion;  that  they 
fiiig^t  punifh  evil  doers,  and  redrefs  the  grievances 
of  thoTe  who  had  been  injured.    Ading  in  this 
manner  with  integrity  and  probity,  they  would  ac- 
quire great  refpedabHity  among  the  peopte;  they 
would  become  ufeful  ornaments  to  the  Aate,  and 
prove  acceptable  to  the  Lord,  who  loveth  them  that 
tbUow  after  righteouihefs.->— Such,  in  fomc  meafure^ 
were  the  princes  appointed  by  good  king  Hexekiah, 
to  occupy  the  places  of  power  and  emolument  in 
Us  dominions.    Thefe  illuftrious  men,  imitating  the 
pious  example  of  their  fovereign,  like  that  eminent 
man  of  God,  followed  after  righteoufnefs,  godlinefs, 
faith,  love,  patience,  meeknds.     With  him  they 
concurred  in  z&s  of  devotion,  and  in  the  great  work 
of  reformation ;  with  him  they  blefled  the  Lord  and 
his  people  Ifrael,  and  in  Judah  the  hand  of  God  was 
to  ^ye  tbem  one  heart  to  do  the  commandment 
of  the  king  and  of  the  princes,  by  the  word  of  the 
Lord  *. — ^The  prediction  which  was  thus  literally 
verified,  hath  a  more  full  completion  in  thofe  who 
wfe  raifed  from  the  duft  by  the  King  of  kings,  that 
he  may  fet  them  with  the  princes  of  his  people,  who 
are  elevated  to  diftinguilhed  dignity,  polielied  of  u 
noble  fpirit,  and  conitituted  a  royal  prieilhood,  tha:: 
Aey  may  minifter  imto  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth. 
Such  are  true  Ghriftians  in  general,  efpecially  paf- 
tois  according  to  God's  own  heart,  and  minifters  of 
the  goTpel,  who  are  advanced  by  their  Lord  to  ho^ 
nourable  ftations  in  the  church;     Faithful  men  of 
this  defcription,  who  are  made  princes  in  all  the 
earth,  as  here  foretold,  rule  with  judgment  and  dit 
cretion,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  their  own 
ipirits  and  tongues;  they  govern  their  conduft; 
and  manage  the  affairs  committed  to  their  truil,  fo 
that  God  in  aU  things  may  be  ^orified  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift. 

2  Aad  a  man  Ihall  be  as  an  hiding  place 
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from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tern- 
peft ;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place ;  as 
the  fhadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land/ 

Tlie  peculiar  excellence  and  benign  influence  of 
the  auguft  perfonage  mentioned  in  the  preceding: 
verfes,  is  in  thefe  words  emphadcaQy  defcribed  by 
£*yeral  beautiful  allufions* — ^In  this  pre&nt  world, 
the  people  of  God  are  expofed  to  various  evils»  fome 
of  which  aflault  their  perfbns,  others  diftrefs  their 
minds.  Againft  both  thefe  the  Lcurd  their  God  is 
gradoufly  ^afed  to  ailure  them  of  defence.  Like 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  fome  of  them  are  aflkiled  lite- 
rally by  the  ftormy  ii^ind  and  the  tempeft ;  others 
are  aiHided  with  drought  and  confequent  fcarcity  ; 
whilft  a  third  clafs  are  troubled  with  fatigue  and- 
kifitude,  under  the  prefliire  of  accumulated  dif> 
trefies.  Now  when  individuals  or  focieties  are  thus 
opprefied  by  diverfe  calamities,  the  Lord  according 
to  this  promife,  raifes  up  a  renowned  prince,  or  {omt 
.  peribnof  confiderable  eminence;  to  refeue  from  im^ 
pending  ruin,  the  opprefied  and  the  perplexed  a* 
mong  his  people;  to  cover  them  from  the  rude  bkfts 
that  threaten  to  injure  them,  as  the  houfe  protects 
from  the  ftorm  the  inhabitants  who  fit  under  its  roof; 
to  impart  to  them  agreeable  refreihment,  as  the 
waters  of  the  flowing  brook  quenches  the  thirfl:  of 
the  f(»rIom  traveller,  and  to  preferve  them  from  the 
fcorcldng  heat  that  threatened  to  confume,  as  eflfec-^ 
tually  as  the  rocks  and  banks  of  &nd  prevent  the 
land  from  being  inundated  by  tl^  boifterous  waves 
of  the  fea*  Thus  God  in  the  courfe  of  his  provi-^ 
dence,  manifefts  his  tender  mercy  toward  his  people^ 
in  conveying  from  the  fulnefs  c^  his  all-fufficiency 
feafonable  relief,  perfe&iy  adapted  to  their  various 
neceffities.*«-Jn  Hezekiah,  the  pious,  prudent,  illuf-- 
trious  king  of  Judah,  the  predidions  under  confide- 
ration  were  literally  fulfilled.  In  that  eminent  man, 
the  fervants  of  God  who  had  been  harafled  and  vex- 
ed under  the  former  reign,  found  a  hidiDg  place,  a 
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covert,  and  a  (hadow;  from  thofe  commotions,  op- 
pieiEcms,  perfecutions,  and  vexations,  which  they  had 
expeiieaced.  Bj  means  of  his  trufi  in  God,  his  fer> 
vent  prayers,  and  his  wife  omdud ;  he  proved  like 
a  i^ace  of  fecurity,  when  the  ftonn  of  the  Ailyriaa 
power  beat  upon  them  with  coniiderable  fury.  The 
abundance  of  ialutsry  inftruftions  which  he  caufed 
to  be  adminiilered  to  his  fubjeds,  and  the  large  mea* 
fares  of  iacred  confolatbns  which  he  was  dolicitous 
they  ihould  enjoy,  who  had  formerfy  been  reduced  to 
great  ihaits,  were  refrefhing  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry 
place.  In  fubfequent  periods,  the  church,  when  dif- 
tiefled  by  threatening  calamities,  hath  remarkably 
experiencoi  the  accompliihment  of  this  prophecy* 
Such  feems  to  be  tlie  literal  import  and  primary  ac« 
complifhment  of  the  predidtion^  which  there  is  reafon 
to  believe,  pmpofely  incloies  another,  a  fpiritual^  and 
ftiU  mme  important  fenfe.  This  I  proceed  to  inveT- 
tigate,  and  to  (hew  how  it  ultimately  obtains  its  ob- 
ject and  end. 

While  our  Prophet  was  immediately  empbyed  in 
foretelling  the  occurrences  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  it 
is  {Mtobabk,  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  whom  he  was  in- 
fpired,  did  enlarge  his  views,  and  bear  out  his  ex- 
preflions  beyond  thefe  objeds,  to  the  perfon  and  dif- 
peniation  c^  Jefus  Chrift.  Indeed  the  predidtions 
before  us  are  fo  conibruded,  as  perfedly  to  fuit  the 
difpen&tion  of  grace  they  were  given  to  attefl,  and 
folly  to  juftify  the  application  of  them  to  the  Re- 
deemer of  mankind,  and  Prince  of  Peace.  To  him 
they  feem  chiefly  to  refer,  and  in  this  view  fignifi- 
cantly  reprefent  the  fpiritual  benefits  which  he 
imparts  to  the  minds  of  his  faithful  fubjeds.  He  is 
the  man  whofe  name  is  the  Bran((h ;  who,  concern- 
ing the  flefh,  defcended  from  the  fathers,  was  bom 
of  a  woman,  to<^  part  of  human  nature,  and  ap- 
peared in  the  Ukenefs  of  finful  flefh.  Of  this  man 
Chrift  Jefus  it  is  afBrmed,  that  he  Jhall  be  a  biding 
ftace^  &c.  The  wind  of  temptation  fometimes 
blows  with  great  violence,  overturns  hypocritical 
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profeflbrs,  with  all  their  towering  hopes,  and  threa- 
tens, by  its  mighty  influence,  to  inmre  the  people 
of  God-  In  this  hazardous  condition,  the  Son  of 
man  {hall  be  a  hiding  place,  Where-thofe  who  refort 
to  him  ftiall  find  an  agreeable  retreat,  be  fcreened 
from  the  rage  of  their  malignant  fpiritual  enemies, 
^d' elude  the  fubtlle  ftratagems  of  thofe  who  aim  at 
thefr  deftruftion.  The  tempeft  of  noify  reproach, 
Alarming  tiiftrefs,"uAiting  with  the  turbulence  of  a 
prefent  -evil  world,  and  awflil  apprehenfions  of  the 
divine  difpleafure,  occafionally  terrifies  even  good 
men,  and  excites  pdnful  commotions  in  their  minds. 
When  agitated  byfuch  a  combination  of  evils,  Jefus 
Chrift  Ihall  be  a  coVert  to  protedt  from  the  dreadful 
confequences,  which  may  be  appi*ehended  to  arife 
from  fuch  a  portentuous  ftorm,  and  to  avert  the  to- 
kens of  God's  anger.  Under  this  flielter,  the  trium- 
phant exclamation  is  adopted,  *  If  God  be  for  us^ 
*  who  fhall  be  againft  us  ?'— In  a  dry  place,  where 
the  fervants  of  God  are  vmhappily  deprived  df  the 
word,  and  ordinances  of  divine  inftitution ;  where 
they  enjoy  not  intimate  intercourfe  with  one  ano^ 
ther,  nor  thofe  refrefl^ng  communications  which 
proceed  from  the  fountain  of  fife ;  whilft  their  fouls 
third  for  God,  and  their  flefli  longeth  for  him  in  a  thir-» 
fty  land — ^In  this  vmpleafant  languiftiing  ftate,  the 
Kjngj  who  reigns  in  righteoufhefs  fhall  be  as  rivers 
ot  waters;  he  fliall  afford  clear  difcoverifes  of  his  all- 
fufficient  fulnefj,  from  whence  he  will  convey  rich 
abundance  in  conftant  fucceflion,  to  fupply  all  their 
neceflities,  and  to  give  them  defirable  refrefhment- 
When  feeble,  defponding,  and  weary  in  their  minda, 
through  the  biurden  of  fin,  and  tired  with  inconve- 
niences, perplexities,  hardfliips,  and  labours— the 
man  Chriil  Jefus  fliall  be  as  the  fliadow  of  a  great 
rock,  which  is  moft  refrefliing  in  a  hot  coimtry,  not 
only  as  it  perfedly  excludes  the  rays  of  the  fun,  but  as 
it  has  in  itfelf  a  natural  coolnefs,  which  it  conmiuni- 
cates  to  every  thing  about  it.  All  who  have  recourfe 
to  him  he  defends  from  the  fiery  darts  of  the  evil  one» 
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tte  &oichiiig  heat  of  per&cuti(m»  and  the  wmth  gf 
tbt  Ahnightjy  which  bumeth  as  an  oven.  In  him 
tbey  fhall  find  fecurity,  fati^fadion,  and  comfort.—^ 
Such  is  the  fpiritual  import  of  the  prediAion  con- 
tained ii^  this  verie;  and  fach  is  the  fulfilment  of  i| 
in  the  joyful  experience  of  the  faints.  So  e:v:ube<; 
xant  is  the  kindnefs  oif  God,  that  whatever  be  our 
ftraits  and  diilreiles^  he  hath  opened  channels  by 
which  plei^tiful  ftreams  inceflanily  flow,  to  fupply 
aU  our  ^'ants,  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by 
Chiift  Jefus.  For  the  deltititf e«  raiment  is  provided; 
to  the  thirdy,  refreihment  is  ptpmifed ;  to  the  dif? 
tieiled,  a  fovereign  remedy  is  offered ;  to  the  de* 
jeded,  con[ifort  is  adminiltered ;  for  the  poor  in  fpi- 
lit,  true  riches  are  laid  up*  If  then  any  of  you  are 
troubled  with  ftrong  temptations,  with  pctmplicated 
aMcdons,  and  are  we^ry  of  yoi^r  iniquities,  repjur, 
without  delay,  to  the  great  Mediator,  the  man  Chrift 
Jefus;  who  is  the  glory  of  God,  the  ornament  of 
creation,  and  the  friend  of  finner§ :  Take  Ihelter  in 
his  pmyidence,  righteoulhefs,  grace,  and  promifes, 
which  will  prove  a  compleat  covert  from  eveiy  evil» 
and. which  will  yield  yoU  perpetual  fafety  and  confor 
lation. 

3  And  the  eyes  of  them  that  fee  fhall  not 
be  dim,  and  the  ears  of  them  that  hear  Ihall 
hearken. 

Of  the  peculiar  privileges  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 
fubjefts  or  the  King  who  reigns  in  righteoufnefs  ; 
The  firft  mentioned  is  fpirituai  illumination,  and  di- 
figent  attention  to  divine  truths.  Worldly  riches, 
honours  and  power,  are  not  enumerated  among  the 
diftinguiihing  prerogatives  whereby  they  were  to  be 
felicitated ;  but  the  perfeftion  of  their  powers  and 
.  Jacidties,  and  their  regular  exercife  upon  their  pro-: 
per  obje^s,  are  placed  at  the  head  of  the  account,— r 
To  interpret  the  words  in  the  literal  fefefdi^as  referr 
ring  to  mens  bodily  light,  and  the  prefervation  of 
the^  organs  of  vifion  beyond  the  6rdinai7  period 
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whereii^  they  begui  to  fiul^  would  make  them  ex- 
pceh  what  feems  inconfiftent  with  truth,  and  the 
defign  of  the  Spirit  of  prophecy.  Who  ever  heard 
of  the  fubje6ts  of  any  fovereign,  whofe  tyes  did  not 
grow  dim  after  they  had  attained  to  old  age  ?  The 
patriarchs,  Ifaac  and  Ifrael,  did  not  enjoy  exemption 
from  this  prefage  of  approaching  diOolution ;  and 
their  pofterity  could  not;  exped  to  poflefs  more  fig* 
i^albenefits  than  thdr  fathers.  The  eyes  that  fee  mull 
theiefotebe  explfuned,as  denoting  the  eyesofthe  un« 
derftanding,  which  have  been  opened  to  behdd  won-^ 
drous  things  out  (£  God's  law,  and  to  perceive  the 
beauty,  the  expellence,  and  glory  of  divine  objeds* 
Thefe  enlightened  eyes  of  the  maaAJhall  tM  Be  dim. 
Inftead  of  becoming  weak,  and  &iling  through  long 
exertion  and  ufe,  they  fhall  retain  aU  the  powers  ^ 
accute  ibiritual  difcemment  of  which  they  were  e* 
ver  pofllefled.  More  is  intended  than  what  is  ex* 
jMrefled.  Their  minds  illuminated  by  the  word  and 
Spirit  of  God,  far  from  decaying  in  capacity  and  vi* 
^ur,  fhall  continue  accurately  to  diftinguifh  truth 
from  error,  good  from  evil ;  to  prove  what  is  the 
good  and  perfed  will  of  God ;  to  turn  away  from 
things  odious,  and  to  contemplate  witli  pleafure  the 
things  that  are  truly  excellent.  The  celeftial  light 
which  they  behold  fhall  never  dazzle  or  weaken 
their  eyes ;  the  path  of  the  jufl  fhaU  be  as  the  fhi- 
ning  light,  that  with  increafing  fplendor  fhineth 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfed  day* 

And  the  ears  of  them  that  hearjhall  hearken.  The 
perfons  here  fpoken  of  are  defcribed,  not  from  the 
agreeable  flate  of  the  outward  organs  of  hearing, 
which  rcceive  the  impreflions  made  upon  them  by 
external  founds.  This  predidion,  like  the  former, 
rnufl  be  underflood  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  reprefent- 
ing  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  thoTe  men  whofe  hearts 
the  Lord  hath  opened  to  attend  to  things  which  be* 
long  to  their  peace.  The  Lord  hath  opened  their 
ears,  and  they  are  not  rebellious,  but  folicitous  tq 
obey  his  voice.    Such  p?ople  fhall  hearken^  they 
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Aafl  eageily  Iiflen  to  the  inflxodions  oF-wiHiaxxi,  they 
Aall  rocenre  tiiem  *wkh  pleafiife  and  gmtitude ;  they 
flaH  clearly  tmderftand  them ;  they  fliall  coriially 
beliere,  and  chearfuily  obey  them.  I  fuppofe  that 
theexpteffion  muft  be  taken  here  in  its  full  import* 
When  ficofic  requeft  that  God  may  hear  their  pray-r 
ers,  they  defire  that  he  woiild  be  attentive  to 
tk^n,  that  he  would  gcacioofly  regard  and  grant 
tbdr  petitioas.  In  like  manner,  when  God  by 
'his  feiyant  foreteis  that  his  peopk  ihaU  hearken  to 
his  iffocd,  he  declares  that  they  fliall  be  intenfely 
tmpkfci  in  the  rigorous  exercife  of  their  adive 
powers,  in  attending  with  an  obedient  ear  and  wil- 
fing  hdxtB,  to  obfenre  his  truths  and  ways. — ^Ear-  . 
aeftly  intreat,  brethren,  that  Almighty  God  may 
accompbih  this  prophecy  to  you,  by  giving  you  juft 
pecceptions  of  the  companative  worth  cf^  natural, 
moral,  and  fpiritual  objeds;  that  your  fenfes  may 
fce  exerciied  to  difcem  both  good  and  evil — That 
you  may  be  enabled  to  discover  the  difference  be- 
twixt true  ^suce  and  its  counterfeit ;  betwixt  truth 
and  ennr ;  betwixt  things  more  and  lefs  valuable  ; 
betwixt  ttings  called  indifferent,  and  thoTe  that  are 
tmly  etcelient^^Tliat  he  may  dHpel  your  ignorance 
and  prejudices  ;  remove  your  impenitence  and  un- 
he^d;  ibbdue  your  pride  and  paflions,  and  difpofc 
you  to  attend  diligently  to  the  things  ipoken  that 
^Kxompany  falvation,  and  fo  feai  your  inftruftion, 
that  yod  may  ever  keep  his  holy  woid. 

4Tlie  heart  alfo  of  the  raflj  ihalJ  imder- 
ftand  knowledge  ;  and  the  tongue  of  the 
ftammerers  fliall  be  ready  to  fpeak  plainly. 

Other  important  benefits  are  here  ]«^ifted  to 
be  C(B)fened  on  the  fubjeds  of  the  King  who  reigns 
«  nghteow&iefs ;  by  ^'hich  a  thorough  x:hange  is 
p)duced  in  their  temper  and  praftice.  That  God 
Bwy  magnify  himfelf  and  difjJay  his  glory,  l>e  is 
|Ie?ifed,«i  many  inilances,  to  convert  thofe  \^1io  feen,i 
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leaft  adapted  to  execute  the  purpofes  he  hath  in 
view.  We  may  fuppofe  the  aged,  the  great,  and 
the  learned,  are  the  moll  proper  inftruments  to  per- 
fed  his  pr^e ;  whereas  he  pitches  upon  babes  and 
fuckUngs,  who,  to  human  appearance,  feem  not  in 
any  way  fitted  for  this  fervice.  The  rafh,  the  haf- 
ty,  and  inconfiderate,  who  commonly  poffefs  little 
difcretion  and  judgment,  and  fpeak  unadvifedly  of 
the  truths  and  difpenfations  of  God,  are  not  likely 
to  attain  underftanding  and  knowledge^  but  ac- 
cording to  this  predidlion,  the  event  fhdl  prove  the 
reverie  of  what  might  be  expefted.---The  charac- 
ter of  the  rafh,  originates  in  a  thoughtlefs,  hafty 
natural  temper,  which  difcovers  itfelf  efpecially  in 
young  people ;  and  being  early  contrafted,  is  con- 
firmed by  bad  habits,  which  are  not  eafily  correded. 
In  confequence  of  its  pernicious  influence,  precipi- 
tate judgments  are  formed  and  expreffed,  Hiot  only 
concerning  human  affeirs,  but  with  refped  to  the 
divine  condudl,  and  the  operations  of  the  provi- 
dence and  Spirit  of  God ;  a  very  fmall  part  of  which 
come  under  our  cognizance.  Though  in  great  mea- 
fure  unacquainted  with  the  order,  the  ponnedtion, 
and  defign  eflablifhed  by  infinite  wifdom,  they  raih- 
ly  adopt  fentiments  highly  injurious  to  the  great 
Lord  of  all,  which  they  inconfiderately  endeavour 
to  diflfeminate  and  fupport. 

Of  fuch  it  is  foretold,  their  heart  jhall  underjiand 
knowledge.  Thofe  who  of  all  other  men,  were  mofl 
unlikely  to  attain  diflinift  acquaintance  with  impor- 
tant fubjefts,  which  require  to  be  invefligated  with 
much  care  an4  ferious  attention,  fliall  be  fo  intirely 
changed,  as  to  form  a  Ibber,  deliberate,  wife  judg-, 
ment,  of  thofe  interefling  topics,  of  which  they  for- 
merly had  very  fuperficial,  erroneous  ideas.  With 
coolnefs  and  compofure,  they  fhall  inquire  into  the 
caufes,  the  nature,  and  the  effects  of  thofe  difpenfa- 
tions of  providence  and  grace,  of  which,  without  he- 
fitation,  they  formerly  pronounced  a  rafh  aiui  wrong 
judgment.  Nor  were'  they  merely  to  acquire 
fome  degree  of  confufedjcquaintance  with  momen- 
tous 
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tous  matters,  but  in  the  exercife  of  renpvated  intel* 
ledual  powers,  they  fhould  attam  a  thorough  know- 
ledge, and  clear  underftandmg  of  them. ^Beware 

of  that  lafhneis  ami  precipitancy,  firom  which  the 
perfons  fpoken  of  derived  their  charafter,  left  it  may 
betray  you  into  innumerable  inconveniences,  fins, 
and  dangers.  Maturely  confider  the  vario&s  fub-^ 
jeds  that  demand  your  attention;  and  ftudy  to  think, 
and  fpeak,  and  ad,  with  prudence  and  deliberation. 
He  that  believeth  fhall  not  m^ke  hafte  to  form  his 
fentiments,  to  exprefs  his  jiKlgment,  or  to  adopi  the 
meafiues  he  is  to  purfue. 

The  tongue  ofthejlammerersjballbe  ready  io fpeak 
plainly.  Thoie  who  ftammer,  or  have  an  impedi- 
ment in  their  fpeech,  exprefs  themfelves  with  fome 
difficulty,  they  cannot  utter  their  fentiments  plaui- 
ly  and  fluently,  and  fometimes  are  hardly  imder- 
ftood  by  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe.  By  this 
defed  and  embaraflment  in  fpeech,  the  perfons 
here  intended  are  charafkerifed.  They  are  inca- 
pable of  fpeaking  diftincUy  and  intelligibly  on 
matters  even  of  the  greateft  moment ;  and  when 
they  attempt  to  lay  any  thing  on  topics  of  this  na- 
ture, they  communicate  their  thoughts  with  much 
perplexity  and  confufion.  In  difcourfing  on  the 
attributes,  words,  and  providence  of  God,  they  can- 
not fpeak  plainly  and  with  perfpicuity ;  but  in  an 
uadigefte^,  diforderly,  and  uncertain  manner. — 
Qmceming  people  erf" this  defcription,  when  brought 
into  fubjeSdon  to  him  who  reigneth  in  righteoufnefs, 
it  b  foretold,  that  tbeyjhall  be  ready  to /peak  plainly. 
Contemplating  the  divine  glory,  partaking  of  divine 
grace,  having  their  defe6b  removed,  their  faculties 
renewed  and  invigorated ;  they  were  to  become  very 
different  perfons  bova  what  they  had  been  In  times 
paft.  Not  only  their  eyes  and  ears  were  to  be  o^ 
pened,  but  they  were  to  become  intelligent  people, 
whofe  tongues  fhould  no  longer  faulter  through  ig- 
norance and  uncertainty ;  but  exprefs  with  cleamefs 
and  fociUty,  yea,  with  beauty  and  propriety,  the 
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wonderful  works  of  Jehorah.  As  it  is  written  in 
David's  P&Ims  of  praifc,  '  They  IhaU  fpeak  of  the 

*  might  of  tby  terrible  aaa-— they  jQiall  alxiadaiitfy 
•:  utter  the  memory  ©f  thy  great  goodnefs,  and  fliall 
*•  ling:  of  thy  n^tcouGfiefs  *.'— *Pefmit  me  to  call 
upon  you  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul»  *  to  trfc 
'-great  plainneis  of  fpeech^'  in  your  communics^ns 
one  with  another,  eipecially  when  you  treat  of  the 
ocacles  of  God.  Take  lieed  that  yoii  do  not  dar):en 
counfel  by  words  without  knowledge,  and  incur  the 
ceniiire  pafied  upon  an  obfcure  writei",  ^  That  he  did 

*  not  wiih  to  be  underftood.'  Speak  your  xoind 
with  of)ehnei3»  candour,  and  freedom ;  in  words  of 
determined  fignification,  that  may  not  perplex,  but 
elucidate  the  fubjed:,  and  ferve  to  the  ufe  of  edify* 
iug,  and  of  minifleving  grace  to  the  hearers. 

5  The  vile  perfoa  Ihall  be  no  more  called 
liberal,  nor  the  churl  faid  to  be  bountiful. 

.  At  the  period  to.  which  this  prophecy  refers,  the 
true  charader  of  tbofe  who  had  afiumed  dduiiye 
appearances  was  to  be  difcovered,  and  tbencefot-* 
ward  they  were  to  be  called  by  their  proper  names.. 
Impiety  and  wickcdnefs  were  not  to  be  covered  by 
hypocrify,  nor  to  wear  undeteded  the  mafl&  of  dif* 
fimulation.  Men  were  to  be  eftimated  according 
to  a  juil  ftandard,  proper  difcrimination  was  to  be 
made  betwixt  virtue  and  vice,  betwixt  good  and 
bad  people.— The  vik  perfbn  of  whom  our  Frof^et 
fpeaks,  is  impious,  wicked,  and  pnrfasie ;  po&lfing 
a  mean,  fordid  difpofition :  Having  imbibed  pernio 
cious  fentiments  concerning  God,  his  word  and  pro» 
vidence  ;  he  treats  things  lacred  with  derificm  and 
•  contempt;  he  fpeaks  lies,  and  works  deceit;  en* 
deavouring  to  do  all  the  mifchief  to  fociety  that 
is  in  his  power.  It  is  unnecefTary  at  prefentto  draw  . 
the  portrait  at  greater  length,  as  I  ihall  have  occa« 
fion  more  fully  to  delineate  the  charader,  when  dif- 

courfing 
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comfing  ftom  the  fixth  verfe. — Such  a  onef  fhall 
BO  more  be  called  liberal:  The  word  denotes  a  man 
of  an  upright  heart  aad  good  confcience^  who  fonns 
hoQoiitakde  fentiments  refpeding  the  works  ttid 
ways  of  God,  who  loves  and  prances  whatfoever  is 
good,  and  generous,  and  laudable.  I  referve  the  fer* 
ther  illuftration  of  this-charadter  until  I  ihall  confix* 
der  vcr.  8.  where  it  is  more  fully  defcribed.  I  wily 
ol&rve  at  prefent^  that  it  forms  a  perfect  contraft 
to  that  which  is  firft  mentioned. — It  is  added,  n$r 
the  churl /aid  to  be  bountiful.  The  churl  is  a  fordid^ 
iilfbeial,  nig^rdly  creature^  who  is  penunous  in  the 
extreme,  anxious  to  amafs  we^th,  and  averfe  to  part 
with  ai^  thing  that  he  pofleiTesw  Such  a  one  was 
Nabal,  <^  whom  it  is  written,  that '  he  was  churHfli 
*  and  evil  in  his  doings  */  So  accurate  was  to  be 
thedifcrknination  of  characters,  that  a  perfon  of  this 
temper  ihndd  not  be  reckoned  bountiful,  generous, 
and  iminificent,  open  hearted  and  open  handed^ 
^iilling  to  diftiibute  according  to  his  ability  and  op- 
portunity, and  ready  to  communicate  to  fupply  the 
aeccffities  of  the  indigent. 

TTiefe  feveral  clafles  tA  people  were  not  to  be  nuf- 
leprelented,  or  miftakbn  the  one  for  the  other.  FalJfe 
lqx)rts  coDceming  fame  of  them  might  notwitI>* 
Sanding  be  fpreadabmad  by  the  flatterers  of  the 
worfe^,  who  foodied  them  in  their  fotty.  Nabal^ 
though  extremely  ]()arfimoniou8,  bdd  a  feafl  in  his 
hoiife,  like  the  feaft  of  a  king ;  and  it  is  not  impfo* 
baUe  tbat  du^  who  ihared  in  the  magnificent  en** 
tertainment,  might  extol  him  for  his  liberality,  and 
exhibit  him  in  aa  improper  light*  Though  particu^ 
lar  ii^lances  of  this  ibrt  mig^  occur  on  S»ne  occa^* 
fions,  the  prediction  plainly  declares  what  ih  gene* 
mi  was  to  take  pkce  when  ^t  (hould  be  fulfilled. 
And  a  moft  impcHtant,  defirable  benefit  it  foretels  ; 
far  many  of  the  troubles  and  calamities  which  em* 
bitter  himian  life^  and  poifon  its  comforts,  arife  from 
iQiftakeii  views  of  thofe  with  whom  we  are  con- 
nected 
♦  I  Sam.  XXV.  3. 
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neflied  in  fociety.  It  muft  therefore  be  of  grtat 
moment  to  the  happinefs  of  the  church,  that  thefe 
errors  be  redkified,  and  a  juft  eftimate  formed  of  the 
real  ftate  and  temper  of  the  individuals  compofing 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

fii  the  reign  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  the  pro- 
phecy contained  in  this  and  the  two  preceding  ver- 
fes  received  a  partial  fulfilment.  Under  the  admi- 
niftration  of  that  upright  prince,  efpecially  after  Al- 
mighty God  had  given  clear  demonftrations  of  his 
favour  for  Jerufalem,  and  of  his  righteoufnefs  in  the 
deftruftion  of  their  enemies — ^The  eyes  of  them  who 
pofleiled  fpiritual  difcemment  could  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  convincing  proofs  exhibited  of  the  pater- 
nal care,  and  gracious  protection,  which  the  Lord 
exercifeth  over  his  peculiar  people  ;  and  thus  their 
faith  in  the  providence  and  promifes  of  God  would 
be  happily  confirmed.  The  ears  of  them  that  heard 
thefe  teftimonies  of  divine  regard  fairly  reprefented, 
muft  have  liftened  to  them  with  attention,  admira- 
tion, and  gratitude.  Thofe  who  h^  formerly  been 
hafty  and  precipitate  in  deUvering  their  opinions  of 
the  condud  of  Providence  toward  his  people,  about 
the  time  of  the  Aflyrian  invafion,  would  adopt  a 
more  fober  and  juft  judgment  of  the  wifdom  atad 
goodnefs  of  the  divine  procedure.  In  the  moft  in- 
telligible and  explicit  manner,  they  would  declare 
the  wonderful  works  of  Jehovah,  and  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  their  great  deliverer.  Under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  monarch  renowned  for  piety  and  virtue, 
a  proper  diftinftion  would  be  made  between  men 
of  oppofite  charaders,  fo  as  to  prevent  fatal  mifl 
takes  on  a  fubjed  in  which  the  public  welfare  was 
deeply  interefted. — ^Thefe  events,  to  which  this  pn>-» 
phecy  had  probably  an  inunediate  reference,  were 
more  fiilly  accompliihed,  after  the  potent  adverfa- 
rics  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  were  vanquiflied 
by  his  merciful  interpofition,  and  his  church  deli- 
vered fr6m  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  Then  the 
eyes  of  thofe  who  had  their  imderftandings  opened, 

clearly 
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clearly  difcemed  and  contemplated  with  increaling 
pleafure,  the  fpuitual  objeds  prefented  to  their  view. 
Their  ears  were  alfo  open  to  attend  diligently  to  the 
things  fpoken  concerning  the  falvation  of  God. 
They  well  underftood,  and  could  fpeak  plainly,  the 
great  things  which  God  had  done,  that  relate  to  the 
myfteries  of  his  kingdom.  And  to  this  day  is  this 
prophecy  fulfilled  in  our  ears. 

6  For  the  vile  perfon  will  fpeak  villany, 
and  his  heart  will  work  iniquity,  to  pradife 
hypocrify  ,and  to  utter  error  againft  the  LORD, 
to  make  empty  the  foul  of  the  hungry ;  and 
he  will  caufe  the  drink  of  the  thirfty  to  fail. 

In  this  and  the  two  verfes  wluch  immediately  fol- 
low, the  charafters  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe  - 
are  more  fully  delineated. — As  to  the  converfation 
of  the  vile  perfon,  he  will  fpeak  villany.  Wicked- 
nefs  is  fo  odious,  that  it  often  afiumes  a  mafk ;  it  re- 
tires into  fecrecy,  and  feeks  the  cover  of  darknefs. 
The  greateft  crimes  have  been  filently  perpetrated 
in  the  dark,  and  afterward  have  been  varnifhed  o- 
ver  with  fair  pretexts,  to  preven,t  their  atrocity  from 
being  difcovered.  The  vile  perfon  comes  forth  from 
thefe  concealments,  breaks  through  every  reftraint, 
and  impudently  boafts  of  his  criminal  aitions.^ 
With  refpeft  to  his  heart,  it  will  work  iniquity ;  all 
its  powers  and  faculties  are  employed  in  this  deteft- 
able  bufinefs.  In  itfelf  deceitful  and  defperately 
wicked,  it  devifes  all  manner  of  fin ;  its  defires  are 
excited,  its  inclinations  are  determined,  to  execute 
its  iniquitous  projefts.  Thus  employed,  it  operates 
all  manner  of  wickednefs,  in  which  it  becomes  dai- 
ly  more  habituated  and  confirmed. — To  pra&ife  hy- 
pocrify. He  afiumes  the  appearance  of  what  in  truth 
he  is  not,  and  makes  unfounded  high  pretenfions  to 
what  he  is  an  entire  ftranger.  Like  an  ador  upon 
the  ftage,  who  puts  on  the  drefs  and  the  air  of  a 

Prince,  and,  though  himfelf  mean  and  indigent,  fuf- 
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tains  the  charadler  of  fooie  great  peiibnage ;  {o  ths 
vile  peifon,  who  hath  a  divided  he^rt  and  double 
mind,  endeayours  to  conceal  his  tiue  charadler,  and 
oftentatiouily  pretends  to  do  the  good  which  he  ne^ 
ver  did,  and  to  which  he  is  altogether  averfe.*^ 
^nd  to  utter  error  againfi  the  Lord.  One  iia  imperr 
ceptibly  leads  to  the  commiflion  of  another.  The 
heart  that  worketh  iniquity  wiflies  to  be  £creene<l 
from  deteftation  and  ccmtempt;  under  the  cover  of 
hypocrify  and  deceit,  it  naturally  leads  into  errors 
refpe^ng  the  moft  important  topics,  fach  as  the  na«- 
tme,  the  attributes,  the  providence,  and  th^  word 
of  God;  and  ^fter  errors  are  prdfumptuouily  adopts- 
ed,  they  are  propagated  with  avidity,  and  every 
where  blazed  abroad  with  bad  intention.— Ti  make 
€fnfty  the  foul,  &c.  The  word  of  God  is  the  food 
and  the  refreihment  which  fatisfies  the  defines,  in- 
vigorates the  minds  of  the  iaints,  and  conveys  nou«- 
riifament,  fupport,  and  coniblation  to  their  ibuls,  in 
thofe  feaibns  wherein  they  are  mod  apt  to  become 
tedt>le  and  languid.  Now  the  vile  perfon  aims,  by  dif- 
iimulatum  and  error,  to  miiheprefent  the  providence 
and  the  oracles  of  God,  and  Co  deprive  his  people 
of  that  fpiritual  provifion  which  &tisfies  their  fouls, 
and  gratifies  their  ddires,  which  imparts  il]:ength 
and  comfort  to  their  hearts.  For  this  purpose,  be 
endeavonus,  in  various  ways,  to  raife  doubts  and  fuf- 
picions  concerning  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures,  the 
wifdomand  equity  of  the  difpenfaticms  of  provi- 
dence and  grace;  and  confequently  to  bereave  them 
of  the  (acred  ibucces  of  aJi  their  conniptions  in  ad- 
verfity,  and  to  take  away  what  they  moft  highly  va- 
lue, and  experience  to  be  inoft  necefiary  and  ufe- 
ful.  Than  fuch  condudt  haidly  any  thing  can  be 
more  flagitious  and  wicked,  more  impious  and  de- 
teOabfe. 

7  Thf  inftruments  al(b  of  the  chxirl  are  e- 
vil ;  he  devifeth  wicked  devices,  to  deftroy 
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the  poor  with  lying  words,  eveix  when  the. 
needy  fpeaketh  right. 

The  means  employed  by  the  niggardly  and  the 
coyetouSy  to  accompliih  their  inlidious  deiigns,  are 
truly  bad,  treacherous,  and  abominable  j  deferving 
to  be  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  Such  arq 
cotrupt  principles,  delufive  reafonings,  fnecious  pre- 
texts, crafty  counfels,  whereby  they  difcover  cri- 
minal contempt  of  the  word  and  ways  of  God,  an4 
impofe  upon  the  uiifufpeding  and  the  credulous. 
Thefe,  all  thefe,  are  evil  and  dangerous. — He  devi- 
feib  wicke4  devices.  To  dp  evil  is  bad,  to  devife  e- 
vil  is  ftill  worfe  j  for,  as  fiuth  the  proverb,  *  he  that 
'  devifeth  to  do  evil  fhall  bjB  called  a  imfchievous 
*  perfon  */  This  is  the  name  he  juflly  deferves  j 
which  will  more  fully  appear,  when  we  confider  the 
defign  he  hath  in  view,  namely,  to  dejiroj  the  poor ^ 
&c.  It  is  a  heinous  crime  to  injure  any  perfon, 
whatever  be  his  circumilances ;  but  it  is  a  proof  of 
ftill  greater  depravity,  to  wrong  the  poor,*  who  have 
a  juft  claim  to  afliilance.  This  deteftable  fpecies  of 
opprelfion  becomes  exceedingly  aggravated,  when 
it  deliberately  contrives,  not  merely  to  hurt,  but 
to  9ccompUih  the  deflxudion  of  the  needy,  and  that 
by  means  of  deceit  and  felfehood.  Above  all,  th^ 
atrocity  d£  this  outrageous  wickednefs,  committed 
by  the  churliih  mai?,  is  greatly  increaled  by  the 
time  and  place  in  which  w  is  perpetrated, — wbetf. 
the  needy  fpeali^th  right  ^  or  in  judgment,  ^  the  Her 
brew  wpx/?  fignities  j  pleadmg  the  juflice  of  their 
caufe :  Even  then  regardlefs  of  truth  and  equity, 
he  tries  by  foi'ce  or  fraud  to  deprive  them  of  tlieir 
juft  rights. — From  fuch  men,  good  Lord4ehver  us! 

8  But  the  libera)  deyifodi  liberal  things  j 
and  by  liberal  things  fhall  he  ftand, 

We  now  turn  to  contemplate  another,  a  very 
Vol.  m.      .  F  different 
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difierent  charader,  which  forms  a  complete  contrail 
to  thofe  above  defcribcd,— The  libeiid  man,  who 
poflfefles  a  generous  and  bountiful  heart,  and  who 
fhews  the  benevolence  of  his  temper  by  good  and 
kind  adtions,  devifeth  liberal  things  concerning  God 
—that  he  will  grant  him  wifdom  and  prudence  to  ori- 
der  his  affairs  with  difcretion,  the  prote^on  of  his 
providence,  the  direction  of  his  word,  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  his  promifes,  the  comforts  of  his'pre^ 
fence,  the  afiiftance  of  his  Spirit,  and,  in  due  time; 
the  enjoyment  of  his  glory.  He  devifeth  liberal 
things  concerning  his  brethren  of  mankind  in  every 
ilation  and  condition  in  life— that  governors  fhall 
rule  in  the  fear  of  God ;  that  minifters  of  the  word 
fliall  behave  themfelves  holily,  juftly,  and  imblame* 
ably,  fave  themfelves  and  them  thftt  hear  them;  that 
parents  fhall  be  faithful,  and  children  dutiful ;  that 
mailers  fhall  be  jufl,  and  fervants  obedient ;  that 
the  rich  fhall  be  charitable,  and  the  poor  humblie 
and  thankful ;  that  peace  fhall  be  within  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  profperity  within  her  palaces;  He  devi- 
feth liberal  things  concerning  his  own  temporal  and 
fpiritual  interefls — that  he  fhall  lack  nogodd  thing^ 
but  have  the  moderate  chearfiil  ufe  of  alj  the 
benefits  he  receives ;  that  when  dejeded'^  and  dif^ 
quieted,  he  fhall  have  caufe  to  praife  the  Lord,  who 
is  the  health  of  his  countenance;  that  when  in  doubt 
and  perplexity,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  to  him ;— 2* 
that  he  fhall  be  difpofed  to  do  good  to  all  as  he  hath 
opportunity ;  in  meeknefs  to  inflruft  thofe  that  op-i 
poie  themfelves ;  to  fupport  the  weak,  to  ariimat^ 
the  defponding,  to  comfort  the  feeble-minded,  an4 
relieve  the  opprefled ;  and  that  goodnefs  and  mercy 
fhall  follow  hiiu  all  his  days. 

Such  are  the  liberal  things  that  the  liberal  man 
deyifeth;  and  by  thtitjhall  hejiand^  or  b^  efiablijb^ 
ed^  as  the  word  is  tranflated  in  the  margin  of  fome. 
bibles.  The  Moil  High  himfelf  fhall  eftablifh, 
ftrengthen,  and  fettle  hun  on  the  rock  of  ages,  fo 
that  he  fhall  never  be  moved.    Free  from  that  in-^ 
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cooftancy  and  mixability,  whereby  many  are  perpe- 
tually varying  and  in  a  ftate  of  continud  uncertain- 
ty, he  Ihall  preferve  holy  ferenity  of  mind,  he  fhall 
not  be  a&aid  of  evil  tidings,  his  heart  being  fixed, 
trufting  in  the  Lord.  Having  difperfed  and  given 
to  the  poor,  his  generous  difpofition  and  liberal  do^ 
naticms  ihall  el^blifh  his  reputation,  and  fecure 
him  the  efteem  and  good  opinion  of  mankind.  A- 
midft  the  fluduations  of  furroimding  obje<3s,*he 
ihall  remain  ftedfafl  in  his  principles,  finn  in  his  pro- 
felfion  and  refolutions,  immoved  in  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  the  truth.  Thus  while  the  wicked  are 
overthrown,  the  houfe  of  the  righteous  fhall  (land.— - 
How  greatly  diverfified  are  the  characters  and  pur-^ 
fuits  (5^  mankind  in  every  age  !  How  various,  how 
oppofite  the  tempers  and  pradices  of  thoie  mention- 
ed in  the  few  verfes  we  lutve  laft  confidered !  Some 
of  each  fort  were  among  the  Jewifh  people,  at  the 
period  to  which  our  Prophet  refers ;  and  are  ftill  to 
be  found  among  thofe  who  bear  the  name  of  Chrif « 
tians.  Let  xis  carefully  diftinguifh  betwixt  the  pre- 
cious, and  the  vile  who  are  abhorred  of  good  men, 
and  liable  to  everlafting  fhame  and  contempt.  Let 
us  cyltivate  with  increaiing  aifiduity  the  amiable 
difpofitions  and  conduA  of  the  liberal,  with  the 
pleafing  hope  that  God  will  eftablifh  and  profper 
our  humble  attempts  to  advance  his  glory,  and  ob^* 
tain  his  approbation. 

9  %  Rife  up,  ye  women  that  are  at  eafe; 
hear  my  voice,  ye  carelefs  daughters ;  give 
ear  unto  my  fpeech. 

Our  Prophet  having  reprefented  the  fuperior  fe- 
licitv  oi  thofe  who  trailed  in  Jehovah,  to  that  of 
thoie  who,  defpairing  of  divine  aiBllance,  placed 
their  omfidence  in  man,  ilops  the  farther  profecu- 
tion  of  this  fubjedl.  Aware  that  finners  and  hypo^ 
crites  in  Zion  might  imagine,  that,  having  changed 
his  language,  and  the  topics  of  difcourfe,  they  might, 
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with  impunity  perfift  in  their  tranfgreflions;  he  ad- 
drefles  to  them  a  (harp  reproof,  and  acquaints  them 
with  the  <rertain  calamities  that  awaited  them.  The 
perfons  to  whom  this  part  of  the  prophetic  oration 
is  direaed,are  women  at  eafs^  and  tarelefs  daughters^ 
The  Hebrews  were  accuftomed  to  give  the  names 
of  women  and  daughters  to  populous  cities  and 
large  commimities,  of  which  many  inftances  occur 
in  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftament.     We  read  of 
the  daughter  of  Babylon,  the  daughter  of  Zkion, 
the  daughter  of  Zion,  8tc.     The  defignation  figni- 
ficantly  intimates  the  beautyi  the  elegance,  t*ie  ef- 
fetiunacy,  and  the  fruitfubiefs  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  this  figurative  fenfe  the  words  under  confidera- 
tion  muft  be  underftood ;  the  women  not  denoting 
perfons  of  the  female  fex  that  were  married,  but 
the  larger  and  more  ancient  cities  •  of  Judah  ;  and 
the  daughters,  not  thofe  that  were  younger  and  un-* 
married,  but  the  lefler  towns  and  villages,  which 
were  in  fome  meafure  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
cities  of  greater  extent  and  antiquity.  Thefe  places 
are  addreffed,  as  being  at  cafe  and  carelefs,  in  a  ftate 
of  tranquillity  and  fecurity,  undifturbed  T>y  the  pro- 
fped  of  any  danger,  vmalarmed  by  anxious  feers  of 
approaching  judgments.   This  defcription  perfeftly 
agrees  with  the  fituation  and  temper  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Judah,  at  the  time  inunediately  preceding 
the  invafion  of  that  kingdom  by  the  Aflyrians.     It 
.  is  no  lefs  applicable  to  not  a  few  among  ourfelves, 
who  are  naturally  poflefled  of  an  indolent  difpo- 
iition,  whofe  minds  are  benumbed  by  fenfuahty, 
who  feem  indifferent  to  matters  <rf  the  greateft  in>. 
portance,  and  xmconcemed  about  futurity.    Permit 
me  to  remind  you  to  whom  this  charader  belongs  ; 
of  what  deferves  your  ferious  attention.     Cai^  dif- ' 
xompofes  and  diibra<£b  the  m|nd,  efpecially  when  it 
is  extended  to  a  variety  of  objefts ;  and  therefore  it 
is  tte  vdll  of  God,  that  his  people  for  whom  he  car- 
eth,  {hould  be  without  carefulnefs,  and  call  all  their 
cares  upon  him.    As  there  is  a  forbidden  folicitude 
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aad  anxiety,  which  is  oflfenfive  to  God,  and  preju- 
dicial to  our  beft  interefts ;  fo  there  is  a  crimiiaal 
tak  and  careldfiiefs,  which  is  not  lefs  pernicious  and 
difjdeafing  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  ought  to  be  cau- 
tbufly  av<Mded«  Be  on  your  guard,  I  befeech  you, 
againft  thefe  oppofite  extremes ;  and  ftudy,  in  de- 
pendency upon  God, to  fteer  the  middle  couife,  which 
lies  at  an  equal  diftance  from  both  thefe  excel&& 

Rife  uf,  bear  my  voUe^  &c.  Awake  from  the 
ftate  of  indolence  ^id  fecurity  in  which  you  faaye 
indulged ;  lay  aiide  your  thoughtlefs  indifference 
about  approaching  events ;  that  you  may  become 
more  adi¥e,¥igorous,and  vigilant,  than  in  times  paft. 
Arife  from  that  torpid  infeniible  condition,  by  con- 
tinuance in  which,  you  may  be  involved  in  ruin ; 
recdve,  with  facred  refpedt,  the  meflage  I  now  bring 
fiom  God  to  you ;  and  fhew  your  protbund  venerar- 
tion  for  the  intimation  he  is  pleafed  to  give  you  of 
ins  puipofes,  by  a  fufcible  pradlical  regard — Hear 
my  nmce.  Stop  not  your  ears  at  my  reproof,  but 
*  tskt  heed  what,  and  how  you  hear.  Be  not  like 
the  idols  of  the  heathen,  who  have  ears  and  hear 
not.  Imprefled  with  a  juft  fenle  of  the  bad  elleds 
rrfolting  firom  carelefs  inattention  to  the  word  of 
God,  and  of  the  fubilantial  benefits  that  may  accrue 
fbm  hearkening  to  it  as  you  ought;  liften,  with* 
diligent  attention,  to  what  I  am  now  about  to  deli- 
ver. The  call  is  repeated  and  utged — Give  ear  tm» 
t^  nyffeecb  ;  winch  plainly  intimates,  that  our  Pro- 
phet was  going  to  fpeak,  not  of  trivial  matters, 
wlierein  his  hearers  were  little  concerned  ;  but  of 
matters  of  the  greatefl  moment,  wherein  they  were 
deeply  interelled,  which  were  not  to  be  involved  in 
obfcurity,  but  repsefented  with  perfpicuity,  and  e- 
ftabliihal  by  (atisfying  evidences.  N  o  wonder  then 
that  he  was  folicitous  that  they  ihould  hearken  with 
attention  and  refp^i,  to  the  predidions  he  was  a- 
bout  to  utter.— Xet  us  learn  trom  hence,  how  we 
ought  to  hear  the  wc^d  of  God  delivered  to  us  by 
his  fervants ;  not  with  unaileded  indiderence,  but 
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vntii  the  cloieft  attention.  It  is  not  enough  that 
we  teftify  reverence  for  the  divine  authority,  by  the 
decent  pdfture  of  our  bodies ;  our  minds  muft  like- 
wife  be  deeply  engaged  in  hearkening  to  the  voice 
that  fpeaketh  to  us  from  heaven.  In  the  words  o£ 
Jdus  Chrift,  *  He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him 
*  hear/  The  admonition  is  rendered  more  forcible 
by  the  organ  and  the  ad  being  joined  together  by 
our  Saviour.  When  we  fay  we  faw  fuch  an  objeA 
with  our  eyes,  or  heard  fuch  a  tiling  with  our  ear», 
though  we  can  neither  fee  nor  hear  without  thefe 
organs,  yet  they  are  mentioned  to  give  more  energy 
to  the  exfAreffion,  and  to  call  forth  greater  atten^ 
tbn  j&om  others. 

lo  Many  days  and  years  fhall  ye  be  trou- 
bled, ye  carelefs  women:  for  the  vintage  fhall 
fail,  the  gathering  (hall  i^ot  come. 

Having  requeued  diligent  attention,  Ifaiah  pro^ 
ceeds  to  deliver  the  inftrudtions  he  had  in  command 
fh)m  God  to  communicate. — Many  days^  fitc.  Thefe 
words  may  be  confidered  as  fixing  the  time  when 
the  threatened  calamity  was  to  commence,  or  ra- 
ther as  determining  the  period  of  its  duration.  The 
Hebrew  words  properly  fignify.  After  days  above  a 
year;  and  feem  to  point  at  an  indefinite  time, 
wherein  the  judgment  defcribed  ihould  be  execu- 
ted; or  according  to  our  tranflation,  they  may  refer 
to  its  continuance,  which,  as  we  learn  fromver.  14. 
was  to  be  extended  to  a  long  period  of  time,  year  af- 
ter year,  as  we  iay  in  our  language,  until  the  Sphit 
be  poured  out  from  on  high,  ven  1 5.  The  predic- 
tion feems  to  relate  to  the  calamitiesbroughtuponthe 
Jewiih  nation  in  a  lefler  degree  by  the  Ailyrians,  and 
afterwards  m  a  larger  meaiure  bv  the  Chaldeans  and 
Romans.  At  thefe  feaibns,  the  carelefs,  indolent,  vo- 
luptuous inhabitants  of  Judea,  were  to  be  troubled 
by  diftrefles  of  various  kinds,  and  particularly  by  the 
feilure  of  the  vintage  and  the  harveft.  The  %'intage 
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was  to  fail,  not  through  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther, but  on  account  of  the  devaftation  made  by  the 
invading  enemies  of  the  country;  and  for  the  fiune 
reafon,  the  time  of  gathering  in  the  precious  fruits 
of  the  earth,  as  in  former  years,  was  not  to  arrive- 
According  to  this  prophecy,  Senacherib  king  of  Af- 
fyria,  (of  whom  Hezeluah  in  his  prayer  to  God,  com- 
plains that  he  had  laid  wade  all  the  nations  and 
their  countries)  haying  advanced  into  Judea  with  a 
large  army ;  defolated  the  land,  defti'oyed  or  confu- 
raed  the  vineyards,  thie  fig-trees,  and  ohve-trees, 
with  the  rich  produce,  and  luxuriant  crops,  where- 
with the  land  every  where  aboimded ;  upon  which 
the  effeminate  inhabitants  of  Canaan  were  accuf* 
tomed  to  feaft  and  regale  themfelves.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts they  v:ere  to  be  greatly  troubled ;  and  like 
the  rich  men  of  whom  the  apoftle  James  fpeaks, 
they  were  to  weep  and  howl  for  the  miferies  that 
were  come  upon  them, — ^The  Mod  High  over  all 
the  earth,  who  had  beftowed  manifold  kindnefles  on 
the  Jewilh  people,  greatly  provoked  by  their  bafc 
ingratitude,  their  infolent  abufe  of  his  mercies,  and 
other  atrocious  crimes,  deprived  them  of  their  com 
in  the  time  thereof,  and  their  wine  in  the  feafon 
thereof.^This  procedure,  the  jufticie  of  Which  can- 
not be  queftioned,  ought  to  excite  vis,  who  have  been 
guilty  of  fimilar  tranfgreffions,  to  ladmite  the  long- 
uiffering  of  God,  which  we  have  experienced  in  time 
pad — to  confider  our  ways,  and  return  unto  the 
Lord — to  ftarid  in  awe,  and  not  to  fin  after  the  fimi- 
litude  of  the  Jews,  who  were  vilited  with  fuch  ter- 
rible things  inlighteoufnefsjwh^ch  they  looked  not 
for.  "'   " 

1 1  Tremble,  ye  women  that  are  at  eafe ; 
be  troubled,  ye  careiels  ones:  ftrip  you,  and 
make  you  bare,  aftd  gird  fachclotb  upon  your 
loins. 

The  Prophet  proceeds  in  ftill  ftronger  terms  to 
«  admoniib 
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admonifb  the  effeminate  inhabitants  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Judea,  of  greater  calamities  wherewith  they 
were  to  be  vifited  for  their  many  heinous  fins. — In 
the  doleful  profped  of  the  tenible  deftruftion  of 
their  church  and  nation,  which  he  was  now  about 
to  foretel,  he  calls  upon  them  to  tremble  and  to  be 
troubleii.  The  awful  fe  verity  of  Jehovah  to  be  here- 
after manifefted  in  the  dreadful  punifhment  of  your 
cnomaous  crimes,  of  which  you  receive  this  early  in- 
timation, ought  to  excite  in  your  minds,  not  flight 
tranfient  emotions,  but  that  pungent  jTorrow  and  ex- 
treme fear  which  is  accompanied  with  great  tremoar 
and  uneafinefs.  When  you  hear  what  I  am  about 
to  deliver,  juftly  may  your  lips  quiver,  rottennefe  en- 
ter into  your  bones,  and  you  may  tremble  inyour-^ 
felves,  that  you  may  reft  in  the  day  rf  tiouble.  Fear 
ought  to  come  upcm  you,  and  trembling  which  may 
make  all  your  bones  to  fliake.  Be  afraid  of  God's 
righteous  judgments,  and  be  afflided  on  account  of 
thofe  tranfgreifions,  of  which  they  are  the  juft  retri- 
bution*—S/ri)>  yw,  8tc.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
this  predidion,  tl^^  allegprical  ftile  is  adopted ;  in 
which,  under  the  cover  of  fymbolic  expreflions, 
though  the  language  is  clearly  expUcable,  the  mean- 
ing feems  to  be  obfcure.  The  cities  of  Judah  are 
here  addreiled  imd^  the  ^nblem  of  refpedable,  yet 
delicate  matrons ;  4^cked  with  elegant  robes  and 
rich  ornaments,  which  they  are  required  to  lay  a- 
fide.  They  are  likewife  direded  to  put  on  fack- 
cloth,  or  other  qoarfe  garments,  fuited  to  the  mourn- 
ful occafion  ;  that  their  exterior  appearance  might 
correfpond  with  the  employment  to  wliich  they  were 
invited.  Similar  advice  was  given  to  the  Moabites^ 
by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  when  he  foretold  their 
kingdom  fhoidd  i  be  broken  like  a  veiiel :  '  Upon 

*  the  loins  fackcloth,  and  lamentation  generally  upr 

*  on  all  the  houfe  tops  */  Tlie  words  then  are  not 
to  be  literally  explained,  but  imderftood  according 
to  the  interpretation  now  given. — So  great  were  the 

c^mitie§ 

♦  Chap,  xlviii.  37,  38. 
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calamities  here  predii^d^  that  they  caDed  not  only 
for  tmable  and  anguilh  of  mind,  but  for  thofe  exter- 
nal figns  of  grief  and  diftrels,  which  are  certain  in- 
dicauons  of  their  truth  and  reality*  Outward  ex- 
pr^bns  of  forrow  are  demanded ;  the  more  efiedtu- 
ally  to  awakeii  from  fecurity,  the  more  deeply  to  im- 
pieis  the  heart  with  approaching  judgments,  and  the 
fins  whereby  they  are  incurred.  Words  often  leave 
•goly  a  &ii>t  impreffion  upon  the  heart,  which  is  apt 
foon  to  wear  off;  but  ienfible  objeds  that  remain 
abmys  prefent  to  the  ienfes,  have  a  more  powerful 
and  permanent  influence. 

12  They  (hall  lan^ent  for  the  teats,  for  the 
pleafsmt  fields,  for  the  fruitful  vine. 

Some  of  the  accumulated  evils  are  here  mention- 
ed, which  were  to  befid  the  Jewilh  nation,  and  to  be 
the  fubjeds  of  lamentation  and  wo,  efpecially  at  the 
peribd  to  which  this  prophecy  refers.  Our  Prophet 
having  called  the  inhabitants  of  Judea  to  the  exer* 
cifc  of  penitential  forrow,  with  its  proper  expreflions, 
changes  the  form  of  his  difcoiirfe,  and  introduces 
them  mourning  for  the  temble  devaftations  which 
he  immediately  foretels.  The  firft  ground  of  grief 
aiid  vexation  is  thus  dated — They  jhall  lament  for  the 
teats;  becaufe  of  the  deplorable  condition  to  which 
nu)thers  giving  fuck,  with  the  in&nts  at  their  breafts, 
were  to  be  reduced.  The  words  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
when  fpcaking  of  the  calamities  which  were  coming 
on  the  city  Jerulklem,  perfedtty  accord  with  this  fen- 
timent,  and  may  in  fome  mealiire  explain  the  pre- 
didion  under  ccMifideration.  *  Wo  unto  them,*  (faith 
the  comi^ffionate  Saviour),  *  that  are  with  child,  and 
*  to  them  that  give  fuck  in  thofe  days  * ;'  whofe  par- 
ticular fituation,  and  tender  affedlion  for  their  young 
ones,  render  them  incapable  of  fleeing  from  their  e- 
nemies  into  diflant  places  for  fafety,  like  people  in 
Jtoore  &vourable  circumftances.     Again,  when  bear- 

youIII.  G  ing 

*  B^trk  ztii*  17.  -  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


50  LECTURES  on  the       Cha?-  XXXH. 

ing  his  ciofs  to  the  place  of  crucifixion,  he  thus  ad- 
dreiled  the  women  who  bewailed  and  lamented  him, 
commiferating  the  fuflferings,  the  forrow,  and  the 
ihame  which  he  fuftained,  '  Daughters  of  Jerufalem» 

*  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yovirfelves,  and  for 

*  your  children  ;  for  behold  the  days  are  coming  */ 
fel^r.— in  times  of  peace  and  profperity,  children  are 
often  a  great  comfort  and  bleifing,  (this  was  efpe- 
cially  a  prevailing  fentiment  among  the  Jewiih  na» 
tion)  but  in  feafons  of  great  <liilrefs,  when  war,  fa- 
mine, and  peftilence,  fpread  defolation  throughout 
the  land,  thofe  who  have  fucking  infants  are  mote 
grievoufly  afOided  than  other  perfons ;  they  cannot 
fo  eafily  efbape  the  ravages  made  by  thefe  defdating 
judgments ;  their  miferies  ^nd  fprrows  are  myltiplied, 
by  thofe  of  their  tender  offspring.  On  thefe  accounts 
there  ihould  be  lamentation  and  wo.  Perhaps  the 
expreflion  may  have  fome  refpeft  to  the  very  great 
llraits  to  which  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem  were  redu- 
ced, ^  When  the  tongue  of  the  fucking  child  cleaved 

*  to  tht  roof  of  his  mouth  for  thirfi ;  when  the  hands 

*  of  pitiful  women  had  fodden  their  own  children^ 
^  they  were  their  meat  in  the  defltrudion  of  the  daug^- 

*  ter  of  my  people  f  /  Then  indeed  lamentation 
would  be  made  over  the  brpafb  of  the  aflSided  mo^ 
{hers,  and 

for  ibe  phaf ant  fields^  &c.  The  landof  Jude^ 
every  where  abounded  with  rich  beautiful  fields,  co- 
vered with  luxuriant  crop^  of  the  fineft  wheat  and 
other  grains.  The  paflures  were  clothed  with  flocks; 
-iand  the  valleys  were  glad  with  corns.  The  foil  wa« 
excellent  and  fertile ;  the  air  w^  temperate  and  fa^ 
lubrious }  the  former  and  the  latter  rain  was  given 
from  heaven  in  their  feafon ;  the  land  was  made  fat 
with  fhowers ;  Qod  blefied  dxe  fpringing  thereof,  and 
crowned  the  year  with  his  goodnefs  %,  How  plea- 
iant  muft  have  been  the  fight  of  the  Irerbs,  the  flow.^ 
ery,  the  verdant  meads,  and  fruitful  fields,  which 
every  where  met  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  delights 

cd 
t  I«ukc  xxiii.  281 29.    f  X^am. iv,  4,  f  p«    %  See  PfaL  Uv.  9.  itfe^. 
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ed  the  inlialMtants! — ^Throughout  the  country  there 
was  alfo  great  plenty  of  the  beft  vines,  producing  the 
fineft  grapes,  that  joelded  the  choiceft  wines.  They 
were  planted  in  large  quantities ;  they  grew  to  great 
perfe^on ;  they  put  forth  numerous  branches  and 
leaves,  and  were  richly  loaded  with  clufters  of  the 
moR,  juicy  and  deUcious  grapes.  Of  thefe  pleafant 
fields  and  precious  fruits,  the  people  of  Judah  were 
to  be  deprived,  by  the  righteous  judgments  of  God^ 
as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  many  aggravated  ini-* 
quities«  No  wonder  that  this  humiliating  change  of 
circumftances,  by  which  the  ftate  of  the  inhabitants 
was  to  be  entirely  reverfed,  fhould  give  occafion  to 
grief  and  lamentadon,  as  is  intimated  in  this  predic* 
tioQ.—^The  Lord  turns  a  fruitful  land  into  barren- 
nefe,  for  the  wickednels  of  them  that  dwell  therein* 
Of  this  important  truth,  a  very  remarkable  proof  lies 
now  before  us,  which  is  illuilrated  in  the  following 
veries, — ^If  then  we  really  wifh  to  avert  this  deplora^ 
ble  calamity  inflided  upon  the  land  of  Judea,  let  us 
beware  of  perfifting  in  our'tranfgreflions,  and  thereby 
provoking  the  Lord  to  deprive  us  of  the  comforts 
we  enjoy« 

13  Upon  the  land  of  my  people  fiiall  come 
xip  thorns  and  hricTS  ;  yea,  upon  all  the  houfes 
\      of  joy  in  the  joyous  city. 

Thefe  words  contain  an  afieding  defcription  of  the 
defoladon  of  the  land  of  Judea^  The  people  having 
been  either  killed  or  led  away  captives  by  the  ene- 
my ;  thorns  and  briers,  the  natural  produdtion  of  the 
eaJth  when  left  unculrivated,  were  foon  tofpringup 
and  overrun  the  grounds,  which  for  a  long  time,  had 
been  exceedingly  beautiful  and  fertile.  A  clear  proof 
of  the  mifefable,  depopulated  condition  of  this  once 
rich,  ^d  pleafant  country,  is  immediately  fubjoined. 
— Tea^  upon  all  the  houfes  ofJ6y,  &c.  Jerufalem  vrtA 
undoubtedly  the  joyous  city  here  intended.  In  the 
48  th  plalm,  it  is  celebrated  as  the  joy  of  the  whote 

earth; 
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earth ;  to  which  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  reforted  with 
gladnefs  three  timee  in  the  year,  to  attend  thofe  fo- 
femn  feftivals,  wherein  they  rejoiced  before  the  Lord 
their  God.  Befides,  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  the 
greateft  affluence  and  profperity,  with  all  the  good 
things  of  a  prefent  life ;  from  all  which  the  juftice  of 
this  defignation,  the  Joyous  ciiy^  is  abundantly  evident. 
— ^The  houfes  rfjoy  which  acrefpoken  of,  were  pro- 
bably places  of  public  refort,  where  the  citizens  and 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  country  met  to  congra- 
tulate each  other,  on  thfe  continuance  of  the  felicity 
wherewith  they  were  blefled,  and  the  happinefs  they 
felt  on  again  feeing  one  another  in  the  metropolis. 
Thofe  fumptuous  edifices  might  alfb  be  intended^ 
which  were  built  by  men  of  vaft  opulence  in  the  city 
and  its  environs,  wherein  they  difplayed  their  wealth, 
fplendor,  and  magnificence,  and  which  were  on  many 
occafions,  houfes  rf  great  feftivity  and  joy.  Even  upon 
thefe  elegant  manfions  of  mirth  and  gaiety,  where 
luxury  and  diffipation  had  long  refided,  thorns  and 
briers  were  to  fpring  up,  and  to  grow  thick  and  ftrong, 
in  confequence  of  their  being  deferted  by  their  pof* 
feflbrs,  negleded  and  defolated.— Such  was  the  very 
deplorable  ftate  to  which  the  intemperate,  the  pol- 
hited^  the  oppreffive  city  Jerufalem  was  to  be  redu« 
ccd  J  becaufe  (he  obeyed  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord; 
flie  received  not  corredUon;  fhe  tfufted  not  in  the 
Loid  ;  fhe  drew  not  near  to  her  God.  Her  prophets 
were  Ught  and  treacherous  perfons ;  her  priefts  pol- 
luted the  fandluary,  and  did  violence  to  the  law*. 

14  Becaufe  the  palaces  ihall  be  forfaken  ; 
the  multitude  of  the  city  fhall  be  left ;  the 
forts  and  towers  fhall  be  for  dens  for  ever,  a 
joy  of  wild  ailes,  a  paflure  of  flocks. 

In  this  verfe  the  lamentable  reprefentation  of  the 
future  miferable  ftate  of  Jerufalem  is  continued. — 
Wkh  refpeft  to  the  palaces,  the  ftately  edifice  which 

•  Zcph.  ill.  I,  etfiq. 
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wai  the  lojral  refidence  of  the  ki&gs  of  Judah,  and 
tile  &r  more  ooagnificent  temple  of  Jehovah,  which 
wtA  built,  as  king  David  affirmed,  not  for  man,  fant 
for  the  Lord  God  *,  were  to  be  reduced  to  niins. 
CoQoeming  the.  palace  laft  mentioned,  God  faith  by 
the  piophet  Jeremiah,  *  I  have  fodaken  mine  houfe  f ;' 
aod  Jefus  CbaiA  thus  fpake  to  the  Jews,  *  Your  hou£b 
'  is  left  antp  jou  deiblate  %.*  Having  been  deferted 
hj  Jehovah,  it  was  forfaken  alfo  by  the  thouiands  <^ 
padk  who  had  daify  officiated  within  its  precinct 
and  by  the  myriads  of  people  who  ftatedly  repaired 
thither  j&om  every  diftrid  of  the  kingdom,  to  war-  ^ 
(hip  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers*  The  palace  oc- 
€U{Med  by  the  kings  of  Judah  was  likewife  deferted 
by  the  pnnces  who  had  dwelt  in  it,  and  allowed  to 
£dl  into  ruins. — The  multitude  of  the  city  JhaU  be  kft ; 
i.  e.  the  dty  filled,  or  frequented  by  a  multitude  cf 
pec^e.  Expreflions  of  this  fort  foinetimes  occur  in 
ferine :  thus  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  fpeaks  of 
the  law  of  rigbteoufnefs,  by  which  is  meant  the  righ-» 
teoufaeis  of  the  law.  Jerufalem  was  to  be  forfaken 
by  the  pmd^ious  multitudes  that  formerly  thronged 
the  dty,  occupied  the  houfes,  and  bullied  along  the 
ftiects;  who  wete  now  either  flain  or  taken*  pri- 
foneis.  The  few  that  remained,  after  the  cruel  ra- 
vages (rf^  a  vidc^ous  army,  fhould  be  left  folitary  and 
d^toe.— TA^  forts  and  tiywen  JhaU  be  for  dens  for 
iver^^.  Forts  and  watch  towe^  were  erededat 
pvoper  d^lances  around  the  city  J^rufalem,  both  for 
ornament  and  defence.  Hence  the  royal  poet  him- 
feif,  delighted  with  the  pleafing  fpedacle,  invite&the 
cmzens^Zm  to  contemplate  their  beauty  and  u« 
ttlity,  and  totranfmit  to  pofterity  the  happinefs  and 
fecyHty  which  were  enjoyed  withm  thefe  bulwarks. 
KsrHiUNls  run  thua,  in  the  &ered  ode  to  which  I  re- 
fe:  *  Malrk  ye  w^K  her  bulwarks,  coniider  her  pa* 
'  huwi,  tii^t  y^mayi  teU  to  the  generation  following. 
^  For  Uii^  God  is  ous.God,  for  ever  and  ever ;  he  wiU 
*  be  our  guide  even  unto  death  *.' 

'      :.'ll.-..  .      Th« 

•  I  Qiron.  XXIX.  i.         f  Chap*  xii.  7.         %  Mat.  xxiii.  38. 
II  Pial.  zlviii.  13,  14. 
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The  temple,  the  palace,  the  city,  hslving  beto  4fi- 
ferted  by  their  refpedlive  poffeflbrs,  and  thofe  who  fre-» 
quented  them,  the  forts  and  towers  were  to  fhare  the 
&mefate.  They  were  to  becmne  places  of  refidence  to 
wild  afies,  in  common  with  all  forts  of  untamed  ani- 
Inals  which  fhmi  connexion  with  man,  and  decline 
to  jdeld  him  any  fpecial  fervice.  Apafiure  rf flocks  ; 
whsK  they  might  feed  ahd  range  at  large,  uiKiiilurb-* 
ed  by  any  human  being. — For  ever :  Not  to  eterni- 
ty, but  for  a  limited  time,  which  is  thus  fpecified  in 
the  next  verfe  that  follows,  *  Until  the  Spirit  be  pour- 

*  ed  upon  us  from  on  high.'  The  term  fixed,  where- 
in the  defolation  above  defcribed  fhould  continue,  is 
reftrifted  to  a  certain  period  to  be  terminated  by  this^ 
event.  In  this  confined  fenfe  the  word  for  ever  is 
femetimes  ufed  in  fCripture,  as  in  i  Chron.  xxiii.  aj. 
where  *  David  faid,  the  Lord  God  of  Ifi-ael  hath  givea 

*  reft  imto  his  people,  that  they  may  dwell  in  Jeru- 

*  falem  for  ever.'  The  pofterity  of  Ifiael,  far  froni 
dwelling  in  Jerufalem  throughout  all  ages,  have  for 
many  centuries  been  difperfed  over  the  fiice  of  the 
earth.  The  Prophet  meant  that  they  were  to  have 
their  refidence  in  the  holy  city  for  many  geneni-c 
tions.  And  this  is  plainly  the  import  of  the  word  in 
the  prcdiaion  we  have  been  confidering. — ^The  aw- 
ful judgments  which  God  infii&ed  upon  his  ancient 
people,  and  their  highly  favoured  city  and  land,  ought 
efiedually  to  reftr^in  us  from  thofe  fins  which  pro^sd 
the  means  of  their  ruin.  If  he  fpared  them  not  whom 
he  appropriated  to  himfelf,  how  can  we  exped  that 
he  will  aUow  our  iniquities  to  pafs  unpuniflied/  Let 
MS  take  wanung  from  their  fufierings,  and  be  inftrud-^ 
ed  folicitoufly  to  avoid  thofe  tranfgreffions  which  have 
rendered  them  an  aftoniihment,  a  reproach,  ^nd  a 
perpetual  de£:^tioh. — ^Thofe  who  read  with  atteo- 
tion  the  prophecy  we  have  now  explained,  cannot 
doubt  that  it  relates  to  the  deflxu&bn  of  Jerufiil&ti, 
the  devaftation  of  the  land  'of  Judea,  and  the  over-' 
throw  of  the  Jewilh  nation.  .  It  feems  dire&ly  tO' 
point  at  the  defolation  brought  on  that  city  and  king- 

doin 
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dam  by  the  Aflyrians,  the  Chaldeans,  and  afterward 
by  the  Romans.  The  direful  calamities  which  the 
Jews  fuffered  from  thefe  nations,  and  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  threatened  judgments,  feem  exadly 
tp  agree  with  what  is  here  foretold,  and  to  juftify  the 
appUcation  of  the  above  predidions  to  thefe  events. 
1  conclude  this  article  with  the  remarkable  words  c£ 
the  prophet  Zechariah:  *  They  refufed  to  hearken-^ 

•  Yea,  they  made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  ftone, 

•  left  they  fhould  hear  the  law,  and  the  words  which 

•  the  Lord  of  hofts  hath  fent  in  his  Spirit  by  the  for- 

•  mer  prophets  ;  thetefore  came  a  great  wrath  from 

•  the  Lord  of  hofts — ^Thus  the  land  was  defolate  af- 

•  ter  them,  that  no  man  pafled  through  nor  returned; 

•  for  they  laid  the  pleafant  land  defolate  ^.' 

15^  Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us 
from  on  high,  and  the  wildernels  be  a  fruit- 
ful field,  and  the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for 
a  foreft. 

The  calamities  above  recited  were  to  be  termina- 
ted after  a  long  period,  by  the  precious  fpiritual  be- 
nefits which  God  was  to  confer  upon  his  people.  The 
firft  mentioned,  which  ought  to  be  viewed  as  the 
caufe  from  which  the  others  proceed,  is  the  etfufiop 
of  the  Spirit.  The  advent  of  the  Son  of  God  in  hu^ 
man  nature,  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  him- 
fclf,  and  to  obtain  the  redemption  of  the  church, 
was  the  objed  of  ardent  expec^lation  under  the  Old 
Tcftament.  The  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  promifed  to 
renovate  men  after  the  image  of  God,  to  reflore  them 
to  fpiritual  life,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  full  en- 
joyment of  the  eternal  faivation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is 
the  gre^t  benefit  expefted  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  In  confequence  of  this  rich  donation,  which 
accompanies  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  th6  gofpel  is 
propagated  with  fuccefs  over  all  the  earth  ;  the  gifts 
ipd  ^ces  cf  the  Spirit  are  in  large  meafure  difpen^ 

fed; 
•  Z^ch.  vii.  XI,  ei/^q. 
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fed ;  and  multitudes  are  qualified  for  the  fervice  and 
enjoyment  of  God.  *  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  after- 
ward/ faith  the  Lord  by  the  prophet  Joel,*  That  I  will 

•  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  aUflefh ;  and  your  fons  and 

•  your  daughters  fhall  prophecy;  your  old  men  fhall 

•  dream  dreams ;  your  young  men  fhall  fee  viiions/ 
&fr.  *  The  gift§  beflowed  in  confeqiienCe  of  this 
and  other  finular  promifes,  may  be  diltributed  mto 
three  claiies ;  for  from  the  fame  Spirit  proceed  di- 
verfities  of  gifts*  There  are  thofe  which  are  extra- 
ordinary and  miraculous;  fuch  as  the  gift  of  prophe- 
cy,  of  tcmgues,  of  difceming  of  fpirits,  which  werfe 
conferred  on  the  day  of  pentecofl,  and  were  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  time,  the  ciicumftances,  and  the 
benevolent  defigns  to  be  thereby  accomplifhed.  There 
are  thofe  which  may  be  called  common  or  ordinary, 
being  more  genersdly  and  extenfively  communica- 
ted ;  fuch  as  the  gift  of  knowledge,  of  profeffional  a- 
bilities,  of  prayer ;  which  are  well  calculated  to  ren- 
der men  ufeful  in  their  feveral  capacities  and  fla- 
tions*  There  are  alfo  fpecial  and  fan6tifying  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  peculiar  to  the 
chofen,  the  called,  and  faithful  in  Chnft  Jefus;  fuch 
as  the  precious  faith  of  God's  eleft,  true  repentance^ 
divine  counfel,  fupport,andconfolation;  whereby  the 
people  of  God  are  fumilhed  for  every  good  work^ 
and  prepared  afore  imto  glory,  Thefe  various  gifts- 
are  conveyed  by  the  Spirit  Tthough  thofe  of  the  firft 
fort  were  confined  to  the  tune  wherein  Chriftianity 
was  promulgated)  when 

Poured  upon  uifrom  on  high.  It  is  not  faid,  until 
thefe  gifts  and  graces  be  gently  dropped,  or  fparing- 
ly  imparted,  as  they  were  under  the  former  difpen- 
fation  ;  but  until  they  are  poured  in  vaft  plenty,  e- 
ven  as  floods  of  water  on  the  dry  ground.  The  ex- 
preffion  frequently  recurs,  and  deferves  attention. 
It  plainly  imports  the  unboimded  liberality  of  the 
Father  of  hghts,  who  fheds  down,  not  in  a  fcanty 
meafure,  but  with  rich  profiifion,  this  ineftimable 

bleffing. 
•Chap,iLa8* 
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blcffing.  It  alfo  intimates,  that  this  precious  bene- 
fit fboM  be  extenfively  conferred,  not  on  a  particu- 
far  people  only,  as  before  the  afcenfion  of  Jefus 
Chnft,  but  *  upon  all  flefh,*  as  faid  the  apoftle  Peter, 
*  upon  every  nation  under  heaven ;'  fo  that  its  benign 
influence  ihouM  be  unirerfally  felt.  Befides,  it  ferves 
to  remind  us  of  the  falutary  efFedls  produced  by  this 
liberal  donation,  that,  as  water  rerreihes,  mollifies, 
and  frudtifies  the  earth ;  fo  the  Spirit,  when  poured 
from  on  high,  foftens,  comforts,  and  fills  thofe  who 
receive  it  with  the  fruits  of  holincfs  and  righteouf- 
nefe,  winch  are  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  glory  and  praife 
of  God.  The  gtft  of  the  Spirit,  like  the  little  cloud, 
which  feemed  at  firft  to  the  prophet's  fervant  only  in 
fize  as  a  man's  hand,  fpread  until  it  covered  the  whole 
hcavfens,  and  was  followed  with  a  great  rain.  Like 
the  waters  of  the  fandhiary,  beheld  by  Ezekiel  in  vi- 
fion,  this  Bving' water,  which  at  firft  reached  only  to 
the  ankles,  became  a  broad  and  deep  river.  How 
glorious  the  cffetJls  that  accompanied  the  firft  abun- 
dant pouring  forth  of  the  Spirit  I  What  miracles, 
what  illumination,  what  converfion  to  God,  what 
faith,  what  holinefs,  what  confolation,  what  mianimity  I 
Hundreds,  thoufands,  were  added  to  the  church  by 
the  word  preached  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  power 
from  on  high.  And  ever  fince  that  memorable  pe- 
riod, by  the  conveyance  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
Spirit,  numerous  converts  have  been  made  to  the 
faith  and  obedience  of  the  gofpcl,  who,  through  fanc- 
tification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth,  ha^  e 
fliewn  that  they  were  deftined  to  falvation. — Let 
each  of  us,  then,  ferioufly  confider,  ^the  fpiritual 
judgments  we  have  deferved,  have  been  ftopt  in  their 
progrefs,  by  the  Spirit  being  poured  upon  us.  He 
IS  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation ;  are  we  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  God's  will  ?  He  is  the  Spirit 
of  penitence  and  true  contrition  of  heart ;  hath  he 
bellowed  upon  us  repentance  unto  life  ?  He  is  the 
Spirit  of  fan<Stification ;  hath  he  operated  in  us  true 
holinefs,  without  which  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord? 
ypj..lIL  H  H» 
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He  is  the  Spirit  of  confolation ;  hath  he  granted  unto 
us  joy  and  peace  in  believing  ?  Thus  ought  we  im- 
partially to  examine  ourfelves,  thoroughly  convinced 
that  our  ftate  is  deplorable  until  the  Spirit  be  given 
unto  us ;  that  neither  the  judgments  of  heaven,  the 
forbearance  of  God,  the  word,  nor  the  ordinances  of 
divine  inftitution,  will  prove  effedkual  for  real  con- 
verfion,  unlefe  they  are  attended  by  his  divine  agen-^ 
Cy. — When  this  event  takes  place 

The  wildernefs  Jhail  be  a  fruitful  field.  What  an 
aftonifhing  change  doth  then  fucceed  1  As  the  blef- 
fing  fpecified  in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe  is  fpiritual, 
fo  the  effedls  refulting  from  it  are  of  the  feme  nature 
with  the  caufe  whereby  they  are  produced  ;  though 
doubtlefs  they  may  be  accompanied  with  a  defirable 
alteration  of  external  circumftances^  Our  Prophet 
feems  clearly  to  Imve  had  in  view  a  fpiritual  change, 
or  converfion,  to  be  accomplilhed  on  thofe  of  whom 
he  gives  a  figurative  reprefentation.  The  wildernefs 
may  denote  the  Gentile  nations  j  which,  prior  to  the 
time  in  which  the  Spirit  was  poured  upon  them,  re- 
fembled  a  wild  untidtivated  defart ;  the  forlorn  ftate 
of  unconverted  finners,  who  are  deftitute  of  pleafant 
good  fruits.  It  may  likewife  indicate  the  barren,  de- 
folate  condition  of  the  Jewifli  people,  imtil  their  fitu* 
ation  was  in  fome  meafure  happUy  changed  by  the 
miniftry  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles. — Of  the  wil- 
dernefs in  the  fenfe  now  given,  if  is  foretold,  that  it 
fliall  be  a  fruitful  field.  For  this  purpofe,  heathen 
countries,  unrenewed  ^men,  were  to  have  their  ig* 
norance,  prejudices,  and  fuperftitions  removed ;  the 
precious  feed  of  the  word  of  Cod  was  to  be  fown  a- 
mong  them,  and  watered  by  the  dew  of  heaven  :  in 
confequence  whereof, .  it  was  every  where  to  fpring 
up,  and  to  bring  forth  abundance  of  the  excellent 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  that  Ihould  render  them  defirable 
and  ufeful.— -/^;i</  the  fruitful  field,  &c.  By  this  fi- 
gurative expreflion  the  Jewifii  church  were  intended, 
which,  having  been  cultivated  for  a  long  time  by  the 
ferv'ants  of  Jehovah,  under  his  particular  diredion 
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and  fpecial  care,  and  enriched  ^y  many  fignal  bleft 
fings  above  all  other  natioas,  yielded  thofe  fruits 
which  were  honourable  to  God  and  profitable  to 
themfelves— ^o//  be  counted  for  a  foreji.  The  church 
which  fubfifted  under  the  Mofaic  oeconomy  was  to 
lofe  its  former  beautiful  appearance,  being  deprived 
of  the  important  advantagtis  which  the  people  had 
long  enjoyed;  trees  erf*  righteoufnefs,  which  were 
rarely  to  be  met  with,  were  to  fail  into  decay ;  and 
but  few  comparatively,  the  planting  of  the  Lord, 
were  to  fupply  their  room.  In  this  manner  the  Jew- 
ifh  church  was  to  fall  into  >a  wild,  fcattered,  barren 
ftate,  refembling  that  of  a  foreft  or  large  wood.  At- 
tend to  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift  on  this  fubjeft :  *  I 

*  fay  unto  you,  that  many  ftiall  come  from  the  eaft 

*  and  weft,  and  fliall  fit  dowil  with  Abraham,  Ifaac, 

*  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the 
-*  -childi^n  of  the  kingdom  Ifeall  be  caft  iuto  outer 
^  darknefs ;  there  fliall  be  weeping  and  gnaftung  of 

*  teeth  *.'  Multitudes  firom  all  quarters  fliall  allb- 
ciate  with  the  ancient  patriarchs,  in  the  kingdom 
founded  and  adminiftered  by  the  Meffiah,whilft  num- 
bers bom  within  the  precincSs  of  the  church,  poflef- 
fing  peculiarextemal  privileges,  fliall  be  excluded  froni 
that  kingdom,  and  be  ejeded  into  a  miferable  ftate* 
— ^The  great  alterations  marked  in  this  verfe,  were 
owing  to  the  Spirit  being  poured  on  one  people,  and 
aot  on  another.  In  tender  meFcy^  Jehovah  was  gra- 
cioofly  pleafed  to  mak^  the  Gentiles  fellow  partakers 
of  the  benefit,  which  he  had  conferred  upon  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Ifrael,  who,  having  rdifted  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
was  withdrawn  from  them,  fo  that  they  became  as  a 
foreft ;  he  was  given  to  other  nations,  who  became  a$ 
d  fruitful  field. — Under  fiill  couvidion  of  the  inefti- 
mable  worth  of  this  bleffing,  and  of  the  infinite  rea- 
dinels  of  our  heavenly  Father  to  give  the  Spirit  to 
them  that  aflc  him,  let  us  fervently  implore  that  he 
^oay  be  givea  to  us,  to  dired,  to  ftrengthen,  and 

comfort 

•Mat.  viii.  ix,  12.,  
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comfort  o«r  hesuts ;  and  to  work  in  us  that  which  is 
well  pkaling  in  God's  light. 

1 6  Then  judgment  (hall  dwell  in  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  righteoufnefs  remain  in  the  fruit- 
ful field. 

Thefe  words  illuftrate  and  confirm  the  truth  deU* 
vered  in  the  preceding  verfe.  Th^  contain  an  ex- 
plicit declarsition,  that  when  the  Gentiles  fhould  be 
admitted  into  the  Meffiah's  kingdom,  they  were  to 
be  adorned  with  that  judgment  and  rightooufhefi 
which  is  highly  fuitable  to  their  new  chan^der  an4 
privileges.  In  cotifequence  of  the  falutaiy  doftrine 
of  the  goipel  being  promulgated,  and  the  Spirit  pour^ 
ed  on  individuals  and  focieties,  they  fhall  clearly  dif- 
cern  the  nature  and  comparative  value  of  the  objedls 
that  claim  their  attention  and  purfiiit;  they  ihall  de- 
liberately invefti^te  them,  fo  as  to  d^inguiih  good 
from  evil,  truth  from  falfehood ;  and  to  approve  the 
things  that  are  truly  excellent.  They  (hall  f:onduiSi 
themfelves  with  prudence,  order  their  af&irs  with  dif-- 
cretion,  and  follow  the  things  whereby  one  may  edi-^ 
fy  another.  Amidft  the  vaft  variety  of  circumftances 
which  require  guarded  attention,  they  ihall  general* 
ly  ad  with  propriety  ;  difcovering  proper  refped  tQ 
time,  to  place,  to  connedion^  to  bufinels,  to  fociety. 
jtilimating^the  feveral  claims  of  the  Creator  and  the 
creature,  and  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  both,  they 
ihall  walk  humbly  with  God,  and  converfe  inofien-* 
lively  with  men,  attending  ta  time  and  judgment, 
and  endeavouring  to  do  all  things  in  the  fear  of  God, 
They  (hall  appropriate  tp  bufiriefs,  to  devotion,  theii* 
proper  feafons;  ftudying  to  fpeak  and  to  be  filent,  to 
conmiend  and  to  reprove,  to  give  and  to  withhold^ 
according  to  the  rules  of  found  judgment  and  the  law 
of  truth  ;  that  they  may  difpky  the  majefly  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  iie  is  fu- 
premely  wife,  by  whofe  counfcl  they  are  guided.— 
This  judgment /Atf//  dweli  in  ibe  wilderm/s.  In  thofe 
nations  which  foimerly  refembled  adeiart  on  ac- 
count 
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count  (^  their  haviiig  been  negle<9:ed,  uncultivated^ 
and  barren,  after  the  Spirit  is  poured  on  them  from 
on  high,  glory  (hall  dwell,  and  judgment  fhall  have 
among  them  a  fixed  habitation.  The  phrafe  here 
ufed  feems  to  have  been  taken  from  the  pradice  <^ 
judges  and  magiftrates,  of  philofophers  and  teachers, 
who  adminiiler  juftice,  ^nd  inculcate  leflbns  of  in- 
ftruflion^  in  houfes  ereded  throughout  tlje  land  for 
the  purpofe,  which  are  reckoned  the  ornaments  of  a* 
coimtry.  In  like  manner,  according  to  this  predic- 
tion, divine  ftatutes  relative  to  faith,  and  worlhip, 
and  good  condud,  lol&ns  of  truth  and  wifdom,  ihould 
be  publicly  taught  in  certain  pla<?es  dedicated  to  thefe 
puipofes,  which  were  to  have  a  permanent  eftablilh- 
ment  in  thofe  kingdom^  which  formerly  refembled 
the  defart. 

-4n4  rightfoufneff  remain  in  the  fruitful  field.  In 
fcripture  rtile,  righteoufnefs  is  the  peculiar  attainment 
pf  renewed  men,  who,  through  cordial  fubmiffion  to 
the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift, 
are  admitted  into  favour  with  God,  and  comprehends 
the  prance  of  all  the  duties  and  virtues  of  the  fpirit- 
ual  life,  which  are  required  in  the  law  of  the  Lord» 
9dom  holy  profeOion,  and  glorify  Go^L  In  the  ab- 
f(dute  necelfity  of  this  diftingmihing  badge  of  true 
Chriflians,  Jefus  Chrift  imirufted  his  hearers  in  ftrong 
tenns,  *  I  fiiy  unto  you,  that  except  your  righteouf- 

*  nefs  fliall  exceed  the  righteouiiiefs  of  the  Scribes 

*  and  Pharifees,  ye  /hall  in  no  cafe  enter  into  the'king- 

*  dom  of  heaven  */  The  high  importance  and  be- 
nign influence  of  this  righteoulhefs,  is  beautifully  ex- 
emplified in  what  is  recorded  concerning  Zachariah 
and  Elizabeth,  who  were  both  righteous,  not  only 
before  men,  who  judge  by  the  outward  appearance, 
but  before  God,  who  feeth  the  heart ;  whofe  judg- 
ment is  according  to  truth.  This  happy  ftate  they 
attamed,  not  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  whereby  no 
man  can  be  jufUfied  in  the  fight  of  God,  but  by  the 
figfateouihefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  unto  all,  and  upon 

aU 
♦  Matth.  V.  20. 
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all  them  that  believe.  As  a  proof  that  the  grace  of 
God  was  beftowed  upon  them,  they  walked  in  all 
the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord 
blamelefs ;  their  religious  and  moral  condud  were 
altogether  inoffenfive;  they  indulged  not  in  any  fin; 
they  neglefted  not  to  perform  any  duty*  Perfons 
of  this  amiable  defcription,  who  were  themfelves  righ- 
teous, and  wrought  righteoufnefs,  according  to  this 
prophecy,  were  to  remain  in  the  fruitful  field.  Pla- 
cing their  faith  and  hope  on  the  everlafting  righte- 
oufnefs of  Meffiah  the  Prince,  and  experiencing  the 
fen<aifying  influence  of  the  Spirit,  they  would  ftudy, 
from  the  bcft  principles,  to  give  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's;  to  man,  the  thmgs  that 
are  inan*s.  In  their  tranfa£tioos  with  their  bre- 
thren^ they  would  be  regulated  by  the  perfed  rule 
^f  equity  delivered  by  Jefus  Ghrift,  *  All  things  what- 

*  foever  you  would  that  men  {hould  do  to  you,  do  ye 
^  even  fo  to  them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  pro- 

*  phets.'  Ii;i  the  wildemefs  converted  into  a  fruitful 
field,  righteoufnefs  Ihall  abide  throughout  all  ages. 
A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  truth  is  mentioned  by 
©ne  of  the  fathers  of  the  church,  who  fays,  that  when 
he  was  at  Milan,  *  A  very  poor  man,  who  wa3  deftitute 

*  even  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  found  ^  purfe  con- 

*  taining  200  crowns.     From  ftrid  regard  to  equity, 
he  advertifed  what  he  had  found ;  which  he  was 

*  ready  to  reftore  to  its  proper  owner,  on  proving  his 
^  property.  The  perfon  who  had  loft  the  money  came 

*  and  verified  his  claim ;  on  which  the  purfe  was 

*  inftantly  reftored  to  the  proprietor,  who  (Offered  the 

*  finder  20  crowns  of  reward,  and  urged  him  to  take 

*  10,  or  at  leaft  <,  which  was  peremptorily  rcfufed. 
f'  The  owner  of  the  money  then  threw  down  the 

*  purfe,  with  thefe  words :  Since  you  will  take  no- 

*  thing,  I  have  loft  nothing.'  Wbar  a  pleafing  con- 
tention betwixt  two  righteous  perfons  I  the  earth  was 
the  theatre,  God  the  fpedlator !  whilft  you,  my  bre- 
thren, ought  to  admire,  and  imitate  that  righteouP 
»e(s,  of  which  I  have  given  you  this  inftance. 

By 
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By  the  glorious  events  foretold  in  this  and  the 
preceding  verfe,  the  predifted  defolation  of  Judea  was 
to  be  terminated.  To  perceive  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecy,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferye,  that 
the  ancient  prophets  conned  the  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit,  with  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at 
Babylon,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  kmgdom  of 
the  Mefliah^  To  the  former  of  thefe  remarkable  pe- 
riods, the  following  predidion,'  delivered  by  God's 
fervant  Ezekiel,  feems  primarily  to  have  referred : 

*  I  wiU  take  you  from  among  the  heathen,  and  ga- 

•  ther  you  out  of  all  coimtries,  and  will  bring  you  in- 

*  to  your  own  land. — And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  with- 

•  in  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes*,'  &f r. 
Then,  this  important  blefling  was  accompanied  with 
repentance  of  their  former  abominable  idolatry;  with 
return  to  God,  and  general  reformation,  infomuch 
that  the  pofterity  of  Ifiael  aifumed  a  new  appearance, 
like  that  of  a  fruitful  fi^ld.  Thefe  things,  however, 
were  only  a  prelude  to  the  more  full  accomplilhment 
of  what  we  have  been  confidering;  at  the  time  where- 
in the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  ereded, 
when  the  Spirit  of  true  converfion  was  abundantly 
poured  forth,  not  only  on  the  houfe  of  Judah,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  but  upon  the  Gentile 
narions.  Then  every  article  in  the  propheicy  before 
us  was  fully  verified,  and  God  illuftnoufly  dlfplayed 
the  faithfulnefs  of  his  word  of  promife. 

1 7  And  the  work  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  be 
peace,  and  the  effed  of  righteoufnefs,  quiet- 
nefs  and  affurance  for  ever. 

Another  happy  confequence  is  here  fpecified,  re* 
fulting  ftx>m  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefits  above 
mentioned.  There  is  a  beautiful  order,  an  intimate 
connexion  and  dependance,  that  fubfifts  between  the 
bleflings  of  divine  grace  ;  the  pofleffion  of  one  leads 
to  the  fruition  of  another — The  work  ofrigbieou/nefi 

Jhall 
♦  See  chap,  xtxvi.  24.  ttfeq. 
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Jball  be  peace.  The  righteoufnefs  whereof  honoura- 
ble mention  is  made  by  our  Prophet,  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  comprifing  whatever  bears  that  defignation 
in  fcripture,  and  is  there  attributed  to  the  fervants 
of  God.  The  righteoufnefs  which  they  have  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  emphatically  denominated  *  the  Lord 

*  our  righteoufnefs ;'  by  faith  in  whom,  they  are  e- 
ftimated  righteous  before  God,  confifts  in  his  perfedl 
conformity  to  the  law  of  God,  which  is  its  meafure 
and  ftandard.  The  Son  of  God  in  human  nature  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  yield  compleat  obedience  to  the 
precepts  it  contains,  and  profound  fubmiffion  to  death, 
which  was  threatened  againft  man's  tranfgreffion ; 
and  thus  he  became  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteouf. 
nefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.  This  is  not  the 
righteoufiiefs  of  the  law  which  Mofes  thus  defcribeth, 

*  The  man  who  dotbthefe  things  fhall  live  by  them/ 
but  *  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  without  the  law;  wit- 

*  neffed  by  the  l^w  and  the  prophets,  which  is  by  faith 
'  of  Jefus  Chrift  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  be- 

*  lieve  ^.' — The  work  of  this  righteoufnefs  fhall  be 
peace.  It  reflores  amity  and  friendfhip  betwixt  God 
and  man,  who  were  formerly  at  variance ;  the  law 
of  God  is  thereby  magnified ;  fufficient  atonement 
is  made  for  fin  ;  the  fpiiitual  ehemies  of  the  church 
are  vanquifhed;  eternal  redemption  is  obtained;  the 
glad  tidings  of  reconciliation  are  publifhed;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  given,  to  fubdue  every  thing  that  op- 
pofeth  itfelf  to  the  obedience  of  God.  In  this  man- 
ner the  everlafling  righteoufnefs  of  Meffiah  operates 
peace,  and  opens  the  way  for  the  reiloration  of  the 
moll  defirable  tranquillity. 

Befides,  the  people  of  God  who  are  renewed  after 
his  image  in  righteoufnefs,  have  all  their  powers  and 
faculties  renovated,  reduced  to  proper  order,  and  a 
beautiful  regiJar  fubordination  eflabliilied  among 
them ;  fo  that  they  perform  their  feveral  functions 
with  alacrity  and  pleafure.  Concord  and  harmony 
fucceed  to  thofe  internal  commotions,  which  former- 

*  Rom.  iii.  21^  12.^ 
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\y  agitated  and  dUhirbed  the  various  pdfions  of  tht 
ioul.  Being  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and 
fumifhed  with  new  principles  of  action,  they  ar6  de- 
lightfully employed  in  fulfilling  all  righteoufhefs,  in 
keeping  judgment^  and  doing  juftice  at  all  timee. 
They  imiformly  endeavoiur  to  maintain  imbiafled  rec^ 
titude  of  conduit ;  to  promote  the  welfare  of  focietyj 
to  feek  the  peace  of  thofe  among  whom  they  dwell; 
to  be  upright  and  equitable  in  their  tranfadion^;  and 
faithful  in  difcharging  the  duties  of  their  feveral  ca- 
pacities and  ftations.*^In  the  practice  of  this  righte- 
ouihefsy  the  moft  defirable  peace  of  mind  is  enjoyed* 

•  Wifdom's  w&ys  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 

•  p^ths  are  peace  */    *  As  many  as  walk  according 

•  to  this  rule^  peace  and  mercy  fhall  be  upon  them  f . 

•  Great  peace  have  they  who  love  God's  law,  and  no- 

•  thing  (hall  offend  themf/  So  excellen:,  fo  ufeful,  i% 
this  iacred  peace  which  is  the  work  of  righteoufnefsi 
that  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  affirms,  that  it  pafleth 
all  underftanding ;  that  it  keeps  the  heart  and  mind 
through  Chrift  Jefus ;  it  preferves  them  from  being 
furpr^ed  by  internal  infurredtion,  or  annoyed  by  any 
external  foe.  It  difpels  perplexing  fears,  it  keeps  off 
vexing  ipriefi,  corroding  cares,  fooliflx  fufpicions  and 
diibruft.  Amidfl  the  diffentions  and  afflidtions,  the 
difotders  and  tumults  which  every  where  abound, 
righteoufhefs  with  its  concomitant,  imparts  the  moft 
pleafant  tranquillity  and  fatisfadion  to  the  foul. 

Andtbeeffeilofrigbteoufnejfs^  quietnefs  andaffurance 
forever.  One  happy  conlequence  refulting  from 
righteoufhefs ;  and  the  various  exercifes  of  which  it 
is  compofed  is  quietnefs.  The  Hebrew  word  denotes 
the  reft  of  the  dead  in  the  dark  and  filent  grave^ 
where  they  are  free  from  every  difquietude,  and  all 
fenfe  of  trouble ;  and  it  is  here  transferred,  to  fignify 
the  uadifturbed  repofe  which  floWs  from  a  re(9dfie4 
temper  and  conduft.  Righteoufhefs  not  only  com- 
municates that  fweet  ferenity  to  the  mmd,  which  pla- 
ces its  poflelS)r  in  a  condition  beft  adapted  to  fecure 
Vol.  ffl.  I  the 

^  Ffiov.  iii.  17,        f  GaU  vL  46.         t  P^  c^*  '^i* 
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the  agreeable  eiijoyment  of  himfelf,  and  the  mercicfe 
he  receives;  but  it  tends  to  reftore  and  preferve 
peace  and  harmony  in  fociety.  It  not  only  fuppreiSes 
every  uneafy  paiSon  that  would  vex  and  moleft  us, 
but  it  tends  tp  prevent  and  ajlay  thofe  fliorms  that 
cannot  otherwife  be  averted.  It  extends,  enlarges; 
and  perpetuates  external  tranquillity,  until  it  em* 
brace,  not  only  the  upright  among  meq,  but  their  ene^ 
mies ;  even  the  beafts  and  the  ftonesof  the  field  ihall 
not  hurt  j  and  then,  like  a  great  river,  flows  finpoth- 
ly  on  to  the  end  of  its  courfe,  where  its  waters  are  ab* 
forbed  in  the  inmienfe  ocean  of  love  and  joy. 

^nd  ajfurance  for  ever.  This  is  another  blefled 
efFed  of  righteoiiihefs  in  'the  extenfive  fenfe  that 
hath  been  afligned  to  it.  This  ineftimable  bene^ 
fit  communicates  full  perfuafion  of  the  accom-» 
plifhment  of  the  faithful  promifes  of  God,  and 
^rm  confidence  in  the  divine  favour.  What  can 
poffibly  give  ftronger  proof  of  the  benignity,  the  love, 
and  wifdom  of  God,  than  the  obedience  and  death  of 
ius  own  Son,  in  order  to  bring  in  for  us  everlafting 
righteoufnefs  ?  and  what  can  afford  more  fatisfying 
evidence  of  having  received  this  precious  gift,  than 
the  practice  of  righteoufnefs,  which  is  accompanied 
with  aflurance  to  right  hearted  men  in  every  age  of 
the  church  ? — Wherefore,  brethren,  let  my  counfel 
be  acceptable  to  you:  *  Seek  ye  the  Lord;  feek  righ- 
'  teoufiiefs :  if  thou  feekell  her  as  filver,  and  fearcheft 

*  fcMT  her  as  for  hid  treafures,  then  ftialt  thou  under- 

*  ftand  righteoufnefs,  and  judgment  and  equity,  and 

*  every  good  path.'  Be  eameft  and  frequent  in  prayer, 
until  you  obtain  this  grace,  vAxh  its  excellent  fruits  j 
then  fhall  you  find  deliverance  from  evil ;  accept- 
ance with  God;  vidory  over  enemies ;  peace  of  con- 
•Science;  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft;  aflurance  of  God's 
Ijve  ;  and  in  du€  time,  the  fnution  of  thofe  pleafures 
which  are  at  his^  right  hand  for  evermore.  If  you  fuf- 
fer  for  righteoufnefs'  fake,  it  fliall  conduce  to  your 
happiiiefs ;  though  men  may  en  that  account  con- 
demn you,  God  will  approve  :  though  friends  may 
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defert  you,  Jefus  Chrift  will  confefs  you.  In  diftrefs, 
you  flwll  be  revived  with  the  profpeA  of  felicity ;  in 
fbrrow,  you  fhall  have  ample  ground  of  joy ;  in  dif- 
quietude,  internal  tranquillity ;  in  temptation,  a  way 
of  ^cape  Ihall  be  opened ;  in  death,  you  (hall  find 
life  and  immortality. 

1 8  And  my  people  (hall  dwell  in  a  peace? 
tble  habitation,  and  in  Cure  dwellings,  and  in 
quiet  refting  places. 

Temporal  fecurity  and  freedom  from  the  molefta- 
tion  of -enemies  is  likewile  promifed  to  the  church,  as 
another  joyfiil  fruit  of  the  righteoufnefs  wherewith 
they  (hould  be  bleffed. — ^The  perfons  who  were  to 
enjoy  this  important  benefit  are  dedgned  the  people 
of  God— thole  whom  he  hath  chofen,  redeemed  and 
approprmted  to  himfelf,  who  are  devoted  to  his  fer- 
vice,  and  employed  in  Ihewing  forth  his  praifes.  After 
the  converfion  of  the  Gentile  nations  to  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  the  gofpel,  the  peculiar  people  of  th? 
Moft  High  were  no  longer  to  have  their  refidence 
confined  to  the  fertile  country  of  Judea,  but  were  to 
be  diiperfed  over  the  whole  earth.  In  this  view,  to 
aflixre  them  of  agreeable  fafety  and  tranquiHity,  va- 
rious expreffions  of  fimilar  import  are  here  ufed.  They 
(hall  dwell  in  a  peaceable  habitation,  with  all  that  ap- 
pertains to  them;  their  children,  their  ferv^ants,  their 
flocks  and  fields,  fliall  be  free  froip  trouble  and  dil- 
tutbance*  Plenty  of  what  is  neceflary  to  their  com- 
fortable fubfiftence  fhall  be  allotted  to  them ;  har- 
mony fhall  reign  in  their  families ;  and  df  this  pro- 
foerity  they  fhall  have  the  peaceable  pofTeffion  j  free 
from  foreign  invaiion,  or  doracftic  tumults.  Like 
Naphtali,  fatisfied  with  favour,  and  full  with  the  blef- 
fing  of  the  Lord,  they  fhall  polTefs  their  places  of  a- 
bodc ;  fb  that  men  Ihall  fay,  *  The  Lord  blefs  thee, 
*  O  habitation  of  righteoufnefs  *.' — And  infure  dweU 
ytn^i.  This  expreffion  feems  to  intimate  the  conti- 
nuance 

♦  Jer,  xxxi.  23. 
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nuance  of  their  happinefs.    Perpetuity  givc3  a  reUfl^ 
gad  fweetoels  to  every  cpmfort ;  without  itt  liches 
ai:e  no  better  than  gilded  thoa\s,  which  l^urt  thbfe 
who  grafp  them ;  honours  are  only  empty  bubbles, 
which  expofe  thofe  who'  once  poffefled  them  tci 
greater  mieries ;  even  former  health  aggravates  the 
afficlion  which  takes  it  away.    Sure  dwellings,  fixed 
places  of  refi(lencfe,  are  therefore  fegxired  and  fettled 
upon  the  church.    It  is  added — And  in  quiet  rej^ing 
f  laces,  where  they  fhall  have  not  only  food  and  lair 
ment,  but  protedtion  and  defence  from  evil;  reft  aiul 
repofe  with  all  thofe  fubftanti^l  blef&ngs,  that  may 
render  their  fituation  agreeable  and  pleafant.     Pro- 
bably our  Prophet  had  in  view  thofe  places  which 
are  confecr^ed  tp  the  fervice  »pf  God,  wherein  his. 
people  aflembled  for  the  folemn  exercifes  of  divine 
worihip.    In  troublous  times,  thefe  facred  edifices 
are  thrown  dowai  or  converted  to  other  purpofes,  by 
the  enemies  of  religion ;  or  thofe  who  conyene  in  thence 
are  in  various  ways  diftutbed  and  annoy^.d«     At  the 
happy  period,  in  which  this  predidion  received  its 
fufiilment,  the  fervants  of  God  met  together  for-mu- 
tual  edification  and  comfort,  to  pay  their  umted  ho* 
xnage  to  their  Lord  gnd  Saviour^  none  making  them 
afraid.    There  they  found  quiet  and  refreflunent,  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  divine  all-fufficiency,  and 
the  perfed  mediation  of  Jefus  Chnft ;  there  they 
were  folaced  with  accefs  unto  God  j  with  th^  inilruc- 
tions  and  promifes  of  his  faithful  word ;  and  the  de- 
lightful fociety  of  joint  heirs  of  falv^tion.-^Do  you 
then  make  the  Lord  your  refuge,  even  the  Moft  High 
your  habitation.  Have  recourfe  to  him  as  your  dweU 
ling  place  and  quiet  reft,  not  only  ip  feafons  of  trou* 
ble  and  danger,but  upon  all  occafions,  and  ^t  all  times, 
Say  unto  God  the  Lord  with  David,  *  Be  thou  nay 

*  ftrong  habitation,  to  which  I  may  continually  re- 

*  fort  *  ;*  and  you  niay  hope  to  experience  the  bene^ 
fits  refulting  from  the  protedion  of  his  providence, 
and  the  comforts  to  be  found  in  the  plaee  where  hi^ 
l)onou{  4welleth. 

10  When 

•  Pfal.  Uxi.  3. 
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19  When  it  fliaU  hail,  coming  down  on  the 
ibreft ;  and  the  city  (hall  ^  iqw  in  a  low  place. 

The  time  whereip  the  people  of  Go4  were  to  be 
ble&d  with  fafety  ^nd  comfort,  is  pointed  out  as 
the  feafon  in  which  ^i^e  judgments  ftiould  be  ex« 
ecuted  on  their  enemies.— The  foreft  here  menti<Hi* 
ed  nmft  be  viewed  as  reprefenting  thofe  natioqs  which 
are  adverfe  to  the  kingdom  of  J^fus  Chrift,  of  whicli 
'the  Aflyrian  empire  anciently  was  an  eminent  type, 
as  we  have  repeatedly  obferv«l  in  the  courfe  of  thele 
ledhnres.    Though  haililones  have  fometimes  been 
the  means  of  inflicting  awful  vcngeanc^e  on  the  ene- 
mies  of  the  church,  as  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  in 
the  day^  of  Jofhua,  I  fuppofe  they  arc  not  to  be  lite- 
rally, but  fymbolKcally,  vmderftood  in  the  words  be-; 
'fore  us«   The  hail  may  denote  the  terrible  calamities 
yrhich  Almighty  God  was  to  fend  upon  the  adverfa^ 
lies  of  hi^  people,     Thefe  judgments  were  to  come 
down  op  the  forefl:  of  adverfe  kingdoms,  with  dread- 
ful fiiry  and^  irrefiftible  force,  fo  as  to  ^read  havock 
and  ddblation  among  thofe  who  were  fignified  by  the 
lofty  barren  trees  of  the  wood.     In  this  alarming  dif^ 
aftrous  period,  the  people  of  God  were  to  refide  in 
their  habitations,  in  peace  and  tranquillity.    Indeed 
this  hath  often  happened.  The  patriarchs  Abraham^ 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  dwelt  in  qxiiet  habitations  in  £• 
gypt,  in  Geiar,  and  in  Padan-aram  :  In  Goftien  their 
poiterity  had  fure  dwellings;  in  the  wildemefs  they 
had  refting  places,  whilft  calamities  of  various  kinds 
diftrefied  their  enemies.     If  God  hath  been  fo  graci^ 
pus  to  his  faints  in  paft  ages ;   if  he  here  declares^ 
that  in  ftiture  times  the  lame  diverfity  of  difpenla- 
tkms   fhall  be  feen ;  we  may  juftly  expeft  that  he 
will  continue  to  fhew^kindncfs  to  them  who  love 
and  ferve  him,  when  he  infiids  defolating  judgments 
upon  their  foes; 

And  the  cityjhall  be  low  in  a  low  place  ;  or,  as 
the  Hebrew  A^ords  are  tranflated  on  the  margin  of 
ibmc  bibles,  The  fity  Jhall  be  utterly  abafid.  Baby- 
;      -  loa 
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Ion,  the  great  and  powerful  metropolis  of  the  Afly- 
rian  empire,  feems  to  be  the  city  intended,  which^ 
according  to  this  prophecy,  wa^  to  be  reduced  to  a 
very  abjed  ftate*  That  magnificent  city,  the  feat  of 
fextenfive  imperii  power,  was  accordingly  greatly 
deprefled,  firft  by  means  of  Cyrus  king  of  Periia, 
and  afterward  at  different  times,  until  it  was  defola- 
ted,  negleded,  and  altogether  difappeared  ;  fo  that 
hardly  a  veftige  of  thit  renowned  capital  of  Aflyria 
pow  remains.  Such  is  the  inftability  of  aH  human 
grandeur,  and  fuch  Ihall  be  the  certain  overthrow 
of  ^11  thofe  who  are  inimical  to  the  people  of  God ; 
whilft  they  enjoy  agreeable  fecurity  and  repofe, 
ynth  the  ordinances  ..of  divine  inftitution.  And  as 
Babylon,  in  the  prophetic  ftile,  is  analogous  to  the 
great  city  Rome,  whiqh  hath  long  been  bdlile  to 
f  he  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fo  this  part  of  the  pro^ 
phecy  feems  ftrongly  to  intimate,  that  Rome  flxall 
likewife  be  reduced  to  the  mod  humiliating  ftate. 

20  Blefled  are  ye  that  few  befide  all  waters, 
that  fend  forth  tbitber  the  feet  of  the  ox  and 
the  afs. 

The  laft  mentioned  effeft  of  the  liberal  communU 
patibn  of  the  Spirit  from  on  high,  is  diligent  atten- 
tion to  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God  a*, 
mong  men.  Ifaiah  having  declared  that  the  wilder* 
nefs  of  the  Gentile  nations  was  to  become  a  fruitful 
field,  forefaw,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  the  happy 
period  whereii)  the  apoftles  and  minifters  of  the  Lord 
were  to  go  forth  from  the  laud  of  Judea,  to  fi>w  the 
precious  feed  of  the  word  of  God  hi  all  the  regions  of 
the  earth,  efpecially  in  thofe  places  that  were  moft 
populous  and  moft  frequented.  He  forefaw  them  if- 
iuing  forth  to  prepare  men  of  every  country  for  the 
reception  of  the  gofpel,  by  removing  the  prejudices, 
errors,  and  fuperftitions  which  oppofe  the  extenfion 
of  the  Meffiah's  kingdom — ^to  labour  with  affiduity 
and  zeal,  until  they  occupied  the  inheritance  of  the 
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world;  until  the  fulneis  of  the  Gentiles  fhould 
come  in ;  the  boundaries  of  the  church  be  enlar- 
ged, and  the  earth  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righte- 
ouihefs.  With  this  delightful  profped,  fully  in  his 
view,  he  concludes  this  predidlion,  by  extolling  their 
felicity  Who  were  to  be  thus  employed,  and  by  en- 
couraging them  to  profecute  with  ardour  thel  blefied 
work  wherein  they  were  engaged.  This  being  the 
obvious  deiign  of  the  words  under  confideration, 
their  liter^  meaning  muft  not  be  overlooked  ;  but 
their  figurative  and  ^iritual  fi?nfe  demands  our  chief 
attention.  Whilfl  they  plainly  indicate  the  affluence 
and  happinefs  of  righteous  men  at  the  time  referred 
to,  in  the  abimdant  increafe  of  theh*  corns  and  flocks, 
arifing  from  their  indulbry'and  good-  management  of 
agricultural  af&irs,  in  places  peculiarly  weU  adapted 
to  hufbandry, — they  point  at  the  fuperior  felicity  of 
thofe  who  are  fuccefsfully  employed  in  cultivating 
mens  hearts,  and  in  conveying  to  them  the  previous 
truths  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  thefe  incorruptible 
feeds  which  hv^  and  abide  for  ever. 

The  perfons  pronounced  blefled  are  they  that  fow 
befide  all  waters — ^who  with  judgment  and  diligence 
difpetfe  among  the  people  the  word  of  God,  in  a  man- 
ner fuited  to  their  various  neceffiues  and  circumflan- 
ces,  in  the  pleafing  hope  that  it  ihall  fpring  up  and 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  everlafting  life.  The  holy  fcrip- 
tures  contain  the  feed  which  they  fow  and  caft  into 
the  hearts  of  men ;  the  law,  which  concludeth  all 
under  fin,  and  denounces  awful  threatening^  againft 
tranfgrelfion,  and  the  gofp^  which  exhibits  redemp- 
tion from  all  iniquity^  and  brings  to  hght  life  and 
immortality. — ^The  word  of  inftrudion,  reproof,  ex- 
bortarion,  trial,  comfort,  or  whatever  is  fuited  to  the 
feveral  condidons  of  thofe  to  whom  they  minifter. 
This  feed  they  difpenfe  with  perfevering  mduftry;  in 
the  morning  they  fow  it,  in  the  evening  they  with- 
hold not  their  hands ;  being  inftant  in  feafon  and 
out  of  feafon.  They  fow  with  much  dexterity  and 
fldll,  wifely  fuiting  the  nature  and  the  quantity  of 
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the  grain  to  the  particular  capacities  and  fittiations  of 
thofe  ftom  whom  they  expeft  to  reap  thirty,  fixty, 
end  an  hundred  fold.  They  carefully  attend  to  the 
tnoft  proper  feafons  of  communicating  divine  truths 
jEund  precepts  with  the  beft  advantage,  fe  as  no  feed 
may  be  loft,  but  that  all  may  yield  plentiful  increafe 
to  praife,  stnd  honour,  and  glory.  And,  as  here  ex« 
pteflCed,  they  fow  befide  all  waters;  which,  according 
to  the  hiterptetation  given  by  the  angel  In  the  book 
rf  Revelation,  fignify,  *  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and 

•  nations,  and  tongues  ♦.'  Agreeable  to  this  expofi-^ 
tioli;the  perfons  deicribed  explain  and  inculcate  the 
word  of  God  to  all  the  populous  kingdoms  of  the 
world ;  and  in  thofe  places  efpecially  which  feem  beft 
adapted  to  produce  the  largeft  returns  for  their  la- 
bour. This  precious  feed  being  quickened  and  wa- 
tered by  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  yields  fuch  plen- 
tiful increafe  as  hufbandmen  receive  from  the  richeft 
aiid  moft  fertile  foils  which  are  fituated  by  the  banks 
of  rivers. 

That  fend  forth  thither  the  feet  oftheoxandfbtqfi. 
Thefe  animals  were  anciently  ufed  in'  plowing  the 
ground,  and  preparing  it  for  the  feed  that  was  to  be 
caft  into  it.  The  ufeful  fervice  they  performed  in  ^ 
griculture  reprefented  the  far  m<jre  Suable  labours 
of  the  fervants  of  God,  whom  he  fends  forth  into  the 
world,  that  with  induftry  and  perfeverance  they  may 
prepare  the  minds  of  men  *  for  receiving  the  gofpel 

•  which  is  come  unto  you,  as  it  is  in  all  the  world  j 

•  and  bringeth  forth  fruit,  as  it  doth  alfo  in  you,  fincc 

•  the  day  ye  heard  of  it,'and  knew  the  grace  of  God  in 

•  truth  f  *•  Perfons  induftrioufly  employed  in  this  good 
work  may  expeft  to  enjoy  our  R-ophet's  benedi<Sdon» 
Happy,  happy  indeed,  muft  they  be  who  are  enga* 
ged  in  the  moft  honourable  and  glorious  employment 
of  being  minifters  of  the  I^ew  Teftament,  not  of  the 
letter,  but  of  the  Spirit ;  of  being  workers  together 
with  God  in  promoting  the  falvation  of  mankind,  and 
of  eradicating  from  the  human  heart  the  feeds  of  er^ 

rot 
•  Rev.  xvii.  15.        f  CoL  i.  6. 
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rarand  vice,  and  befprinkling  them  with  the  feeds 
of  truth  and  virtue.  Truly  blefled  are  they  who,  in- 
ftruded  and  aiMed  by  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  are 
6ithful  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  minifteriilg  the  gof* 
pel  of  God,  that  the  ofiering  tip  of  the  Gentiles 
might  be  acceptable,  being  landified  by  the  Ho«> 
\y  Ghoft  *  :  fuch  have  the  joyful  profpeft  of  an 
i^undant  reCompenfe  of  reward*  Diligence,  dili« 
gence  is  the  duty  rf  the  day ;  the  ^all  both  of  the 
Old  and  the  NewTeftamentr  The  Matter,  the  work, 
and  the  fuccefs,  all  unite  in  this  demand,  Sew  befide 
tf//  waters.     How  animating  the  encouragement, 

*  They  that  ^w  in  tears  fhall  reap  in  joy,  and  fhall 
'  doubtleis  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  their 

*  iheaves  with  them.' 


•  Rom  xv.  16. 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  concluding  part  of  the  fecond  difcourfe,  con- 
tained in  the  third  book  of  liaiah^s  prophecies, 
lies  now  before  us.  Having  given  a  beautiful  de- 
fcription  of  the  profperous  ftat^  of  the  church  after 
the  return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  and 
having  mentioned  the  divine  judgments  that  were  to 
fall  like  hail  upon  Aflyri^  and  Babylon,  our  Prophet 
proceeds  farther  to  dejxd  the  calanlities  which  God^ 
according  to  the  law  of  retaliation,  was  about  to  in- 
flid  upon  thofe  who  were  to  oppofe  and  injure  his 
people.  The  Aflyrians  invaded  the  land  of  Judea, 
^d  led  captive  its  inhabitants,  for  the  fake  of  rapine 
and  conqueft  ;  but  the  Syrians  harrafled  and  afflifted 
them  on  account  of  religion ;  for  which  the  Jews  fuf- 
fered  from  that  people  the  moil  fevere  and  vidient 
perfecution,  whilil  death  in  various  Ihapes  every  where 
prefented  itJTelf  to  the  confeflbrs  of  the  truth.  In  fuch 
a  feafon  of  peril  and  diftrefs,  the  fervants  of  God  ftood 
much  in  need  of  flrong  confolation,  that  thro*  faith 
and  patience  of  the  fcriptures  they  might  have  hopej 
and  of  divine  inftrudion  how  they  ought  to  behave 
under  the  preflure  of  heavy  calamities,  and  after  their 
deliverance  from  trouble.  Our  Prophet,  therefore^ 
having  been  favoured  with  a  clear  reprefentatiop. 
of  the  circumftances  that  fliould  befal  the  people  of 
God,  at  the  period  to  which  he  now  looked  forward^ 
proceeds  to  narrate  the  remarkable  events  which  he 
"was  inflrudled  were  then  to  happen. — This  prophe- 
tic orarion  conmiences  with  an  addrefs  to  fome  migh- 
ty treacherous  plunderer  of  the  church  of  God,  by 
whom  they  had  been  opprcfTed,  and  their  land  de« 
folated;  againft  whom  mifery  and  wo  is  denoun- 
ced, ver.  I . — ^Then  follows  fervent  fupplication  un- 
to  God,  that  he  would  be  pkafed  to  grant  to  his 
people  conflant  gracious  affiftance,  which  it  is  inti- 
mated would  be  attended  with  happy  fuccefs,  v.  2, 3. 
— The  overthrow  of  their  enemies  by  means  of  di- 
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^ne  judgments,  is  attributed  to  Alhiighty  God,  who 
on  that  account  is  Wgkly  extolled,  ver.  4,  5.— The 
bed  means  of  preferytng  the  divine  favour  and  pro- 
tedion,  of  which  they  had  received  fubftantial  proofs, 
is  next  pointed  out  in  v,  6. — ^A  tragical  dcfcription  is 
immediately  introduced  of  the  depopulated  deplora- 
blc  condition  to  which  the  land  of  Canaan  was  fub- 
jeded  by  fome  powerful  enraged  enemy,  v.  7 — 9. 
-^Jehovah  is  next  reprefented  as  preparing  to  exe- 
cute terrible  vengeance  on  his  own  and  his  people's 
adveriaries,  whom  he  would  utterly  deftroy  and  con- 
fume,  V.  10 — 12, — A  fatisfying  vindication  is  then 
brought  forward  of  the  equity  of  divine  judgments, 
and  of  the  awful  fe  verity  manifefted  u^on  this  occa- 
fion,  V.  13 — 16. — ^The  flourifhing  (late  of  the  church 
refcued  from  the  oppreflion  of  every  adverfe  power, 
happy  imder  the  care  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  whole  glo- 
ry and  beauty  were  then  to  be  confpicuous,  is. exhi- 
bited in  an  elegant  diverfity  of  language,  v.  1 7 — 20. 
— ^The  difcourfe  concludes  with  reciting  the  precious 
benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  church  from  the  period 
here  referred  to,  until  the  commencement  of  the 
New  Teftament  difpenfetion,  and  the  eftabUfhraenr 
of  the  kingdonj  of  God,  v.  21^  to  the  end. 


CHAP.     XXXITI. 

WO  to  thee  thatfpoileft,  and  thou  wa/inot 
fpoiledi  and  dealeft  treacheroufly,  and 
they  dealt  not  treacheroufly  with  thee !  when 
thou  (halt  ceafe  to  fpoil,  thou  fhalt  be  fpoiled; 
and  when  thou  fhalt  make  an  end  to  deal  trea- 
cheroufly, they  fliall  deal  treacheroufly  with 
thee. 

Ifaiah  begins  this  portion  of  his  difcourfe,  by  de- 
pouncing  divine  judgments  againft  fome  perfidious 
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plunderer  of  the  people  of  God,  from  whan  he  had 
pot  received  any  juft  ground  of  provocation.  The 
peculiar  charaifterillic  whereby  tjiis  objed  of  divine 
vengeance  is  difcpmitate^  requires  ferious  attention^ 
that  we  may  difcover  the  perfon  againft  whom  exadt 
retribution  Is  here  threatened.  He  fpoiled  the  land 
of  Jndea,  pillaging  witji  unrelenting  violence  and 
cruelty  its  inhabitants,  depriving  them  of  their  pro- 
perty and  poflefliMis.  He  dealt  treacheroufly  and 
perfidioiifly  with  tfiem,  toward  whom  he  ought  to 
have  aded  with  uprightnefs  and  integrity,  endea^ 
vouring,  under  fpecious  pretexts  of  foiicitude  for  their 
welfare,  to  impofe  upon  them,  and  defraud  them  of 
their  juft  rights.  This  odious  char^der  accurately 
delineates  the  temper  and  pradice  of  invaders  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  Lord,  who,  inftigated  by  the 
luft  of  power,  have  moft  iniquitoufly  filled  the  world 
with  bloodil)ed  and  devaftationj  and  have  aded  to- 
ward the  worfhippers  of  God  with  the  utmoft  falfe- 
hood  and  cruelty.  It  feems,  however,  to  have  been 
diredly  intended,  and  to  be  peculi^ly  applicable  ei- 
ther tp  Senachcrib  king  of  Aliyria,  or  rather,  as  I  fup- 
pofe  with  the  learned  Vitringa,  to  Antiochus,iima* 
med  Epiphanes,  or  the  illuftrious,  king  of  Syria,  that 
defpicable,  profligate,  lafcivious,  powerful  perfecutor 
of  the  fervants  of  Jehovah,  whole  perfidy  ^d  rapa- 
city correfponded  with  the  delcription  contained  in 
this  verfe.  Indeed  there  feems  to  have  been  a  more 
remarkable  coincidence  between  the  circimiftances 
Specified  in  this  predidion,  and  the  condud  of  this 
vile  perfon,  as  he  is  called  by  the  prophet  Daniel, 
than  that  of  thq  king  of  Aflyria. — ^The  judgment 
threatened  eXadly  fuits  the  enoimous  crimes  it  wa;s 
intended  to  pumlb. 

Thoujhalt  hefpoiUd,  &c.  TJiou  fhalt  receive  the 
juft  recompenle  oi  thy  atrocious  wickednefs;  with  the 
fame  meaiure  thou  haft  meted  to  others,  it  Ihall  be 
meafured  to  thee  again.  In  thy  pumfhment,  men 
fliail  fee  the  portrait  of  thy  deteflable  tranfgreflions. 
The  fulfehood  and  cruelty  whicli  thou  haft  ftiewn  to 
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<itber  people,  (hall  return  upon  thine  own  head.  ^  The 

*  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  execu- 

*  teth ;  the  wicked  ftiall  be  fnared  in  the  work  of  his 

*  own  hands  */  *  Thy  mifchief  Ihall  return  upon 
'  thy  own  head^  and  thy  violent  dealing  ihail  come 

*  down  upon  thy  own  pate  f  /  And  the  world  ihall 
acknowledge  the  equity  of  that  procedure  which  re- 
turns  the  mifchief  upon  the  guilty,  which  they  in- 
flidted  upon  the  innocent.  The  Lord  is  not  only  true 
and  righteous  in  the  punifhment  that  he  executes, 
but  there  is  oft  times  a  ftriking  refemblance  betwixt 
the  fin  and  the  punifhment.  Thofe  who,  by  fraud 
and  barbarity,  hare  injured  and  diflrefled  the  feryants 
of  the  Moft  High,  ihaU  be  recompenfed  according  to 
their  works ;  and  fhall  experience,  in  the  courfe  of 
providence,  that  as  they  have  done,  it  ihall  be  done 
to  them.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  by  the  prophet  Ha- 
bakkuk,  *  Becaufe  thou  hail  fpoiled  many  nations, 

*  ail  the  remnant  of  the  people  ihall  fpoil  thee  J/ 
The  fentence  pronounced  upon  Babybn  runs  thus ! 

*  Reward  her  as  ihe  rewarded  you  §.'  And  in  the 
words  before  us,  I  fuppofe  the  perfecuting  king  of 
Syria,  with  his  followers,  is  thus  threatened  :  *  Wo 

*  to  thee  that  fpoileil,  thou  lihalt  be  fpoiled.'-^Let  us 
therefore  unite  with  the  angel  of  the  waters,  faying, 

*  Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord,  which  art,  and  wail^ 

*  and  ihalt  be ;  becaufe  thou  hail  jt!idged  thus  :  for 

*  they  have  fhed  the  blood  of  faints  and  prophets, 

*  and  thou  hail  given  them  blood  to  drink,  for  they 

*  are  worthy  |j.* 

When  thou  Jhalt  ceafi  to  fpoiU  &c.  Thefe  words 
mark  the  tune  wherem  the  threatened  judgment 
ihould  be  executed.  The  expreflion  doth  not  inti*. 
piate  that  the  perfon  whom  our  Prophet  had  in  view, 
was  to  deiiil  from  rapine  and  treachery,  in  confe- 
quence  of  true  repentance,  which  might  have  pre- 
vented  the  retribution  of  his  crimes.  It  I'eems  rather 
;o  mtunate,  that  weary  of  perpetrating  the  liagrant 

enormities 

•  P(al.  ix.  16.  f  Pfal.  vii.  15,  X6.  X  Chap.  u.  8. 

I  Rev.  xviii.  $«        II  Rev.  xvi.  5. 6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78  LECTUKES  on  the       Ghap.  XXXm. 

enormities  to  which  he  had  been  addifted,  and  that 
the  fpoils  which  he  had  violently  laid  hold  of,  being 
nearly  exhaufted,  he  thought  little  more  could  be 
gained  by  perfevering  ia  rapacity  and  robbery.  His 
rancour  and  fury  being  in  fome  meafure  abated,  and 
his  wicked  pareer  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  having 
rendered  him  completdy  odious  and  contemptible ; 
a  juft  recompenfe  in  kind  was  to  be  made  to  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  maxims  of  the  divine  procedure,  which 
give  the  moll  explicit  afliirance  on  this  fubje<5.  ^  He 

*  that  leadeth  into  captivity,  Ihall  go  into  captivity ; 

*  he  that  killeth  with  the  fword,  (hall  be  killed  by 

*  the  fword  *.'     *  Whofo  ftoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry 

*  of  tliepoor,healfo(hallcry  himfelfjbut  fhallnotbe 

*  heard  f  /  Many  inftanccs  might  be  adduced  of  the 
truth  I  have  been  illuftrating.  The  infidious  perfe- 
cutors  of  Shadrach,  Meftiech  and  Abednego,  were  call 
into  the  very'fumace  from  which  thefe  innocent  men 
were  miraculoully  delivered.  The  accufers  of  Daniel 
were  thrown  into  the  fame  den  of  lions  from  whence 
this  beloved  man  was  taken  out  in  fafety.  Indeed, 
God  feldom  fails  to  give  mifchievous  cruel  men  to 
drink  of  the  fame  cup  which  they  put' into  the  hands 
of  his  fervants,  as  the  moll  accurate  obfervers  of  pro- 
vidence have  uniformly  acknowledged.  On  malig- 
nant perfons  of  this  fort  God  often  lets  a  mark,  ven- 
geance doth  not  fuffer  them  to  live;  fp  that  no  fix^er 
is  their  work  done,  ^han  proper  retribution  is  made 
to  them  for  their  crimes...— Men  pught,  therefore, 
cautioully  to  avoid  vexing  and  fpoiling  the  pedple  of 
God,  who  are  thfe  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  who 
are  dear  in  God's  fight,  who  form  the  bell  fociety  in 
the  world,  to  which  the  Moll  High  hath  gronufed 
his  divine  prefence.  No  wonder  then,  that  the  Go- 
vernor among  the  nations  hath  folemnly  declared,that 
thofe  who  malign  and  harafs  the  objefts  of  his  lova 
and  care  Ihall  be  fuitably  punilhed. 

2  O  Lord,  be  gracious  unto  us;  wc  have 

waited 

*  Rev.  xiii.  lo,        f  Prov.  xxi.  13. 
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waited  for  thee :  Be  thou  their  arm  every 
morning,  our  falvation  alfo  in  the  time  of 
trouble. 

Our  Prophet,  perfonating  the  church,  addrefles  fer- 
vent fupplication  to  God,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  favour  them  with  his  kind  protedion  in  the  time 
of  their  afHidHon. — ^The  prayer  is  direded  to  Jehovah, 
who,  according  to  his  fovereign  pleafure,  orders  all 
human  affairs,  and  by  whofe  mercy  and  grace,  his 
people  are  preferved  alive  upon  the  earth.  They 
requeft  that  God  would  be  gracious  unto  them ;  that 
he  would  have  compallion  upon  them,  and  feafona- 
bly  Ihew  them  favour.  They  afcribe  notliing  to  their 
own  merits ;  nothing  to  their  own  power ;  nor  do 
they  exprefs  hopes  of  receiving  human  aid,  which  at 
this  time  could  hardly  be  expeded.  On  the  contrary, 
perceiving  that  they  had  greatly  tranfgrefled  againfl: 
God,  and  fully  perfuaded,  that  all  their  future  for- 
tunes depended  entirely  upon  him ;  they  himibly 
entreat,  that  he  would  be  gracious— that  as  they  fuf- 
fered  the  greateft  hardfliipg,  and  the  moft  bart:^rous 
treatment  from  the  malice  of  men,  whom  they  had 
not  injured,  fo  they  might  experience  merciful  deli- 
verance from  God,  whofe  compaffions  fail  not. — ^Je- 
hovah, my  brethren,  is  infinitely,  unchangeably,  and 
eternally  merciful  and  gracious  Tn  his  own  natiire  ; 
but  his  difpenfations  vary  according  to  his  good  plea- 
fure, and  the  feveral  fituations  of  his  people.  At  one 
time  they  acknowledge  that  he  Ihews  them  kindnefs 
with  the  utmoft  hberality ;  and  at  another,  when  he 
reftrains  the  communications  of  his  favour,  they  fay. 
Will  he  be  gracious  no  more,  in  forgiving  the  evil 
we  have  done,  in  extricating  us  from  the  miferies 
wherein  we  are  involved,  and  conferring  the  benefits 
we  have  forfeited  ?  On  this  occafion,  when  God's 
judgments  were  abroad  among  them,  lenfible  of  their 
ne^  of  mercy  and  grace,  they  have  recourfe  to  God 
all-fufficient,  as  their  only  city  of  refuge,  as  the  only 
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anchor  of  their  hope,  and  theh:  help  in  the  day  of 
trouble. 

'  We  have  waited  for  thee,  to  whom  we  direcSl  our 
prayers,  and  will  look  up.  We  wait  for  thee  the 
God  of  felvation,  who  feafonably  difpenfes  afliftance 
and  relief,  according  to  the  neceflities  of  thy  humble 
fuppliants*  This  devout  employment  which  does 
honour  to  God,  and  cxprefles  the  hvely  expeda- 
tion  of  his  faints,  occupies  and  regulates  the  entire 
ftame  of  their  minds,  refpefting  the  difpenfations  of 
providence,  and  the  accomplilhment  crfGod's  promi- 
fes. — Having  explained  this  becoming  temper,  whea 
treating  of  the  grateful  acknowledgment  of  thechurgh 
recorded  chap.  xxv.  9.  I  Ihall  not  at  prefent  refume 
^e  fubjedl,  but  proceed  to  confider  the  requeft  im- 
mediately fubjoined. 

Be  thou  tbiir  arm  every  morning,  8tc.  The  church 
intercedes,  not  only  for  themfelves,  but  for  their  bre- 
thren, employed  in  counterading  the  hollile  defigns 
of  their  enemies — Entreatmg  that  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
who  muftercth  the  armies  of  battle,  might  by  his 
invincible  power  (which  is  frequently  the  import  of 
the  arm  of  Jehovah  ipentioned  in  fcripture)  fupport 
and  defend  them  in  executing  their  enterpnfes;  that 
he  would  endow  them  with  heroic  courage,  flciU,  and 
prudence ;  that  he  would  preferve  them  &om  difcoixl^ 
and  every  thing  that  might  prove  a  reproach  to  the 
good  caijdfe  in  which  they  were  embarked ;  that  he 
would  render  their  way  profperous ;  and  enable  them 
to  vanquifh  their  formidable  adverfaries.  Such  feems 
to  be  the  import  of  the  requeft  which  they  were  fo- 
licitous  might  be  granted  every  morning.  The  noble 
defenders  of  the  truth  being  every  day  expofed  to 
new  difficulties  and  dangers,  they  would  daily  require 
new  intei-ppfitions  of  divine  providence  in  their  be- 
half, which  are  entreated  to  be  early  and  feafonably 
aftbrded.  to  them ;  that  light  may  arife  upon  them 
amid  the  darknefs  of  afflidUon  and  calamity.— Oar 
falvation  alfo  in  the  time  oj  trouble.  The  faints  re- 
queft that  Almighty  God  would  be  pleafed,  not  only 
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to  fupport  and  proted  by  his  omhipotent  arm,  their 
omipanions  engaged  in  their  defence  ;  but  that  h& 
would  grant  them  ccMnpkte  deliverance  from  the 
troubles  with  which  they  were  diftreffed.  Salvation 
beloD^h  unto  the  Lorn ;  it  is  his  peculiar  preroga-  ^ 
tive,  and  he  akme  can  beftow  it.  He  raifes  up  fa^ 
viours  whom  he  employs  ^  inilmments  to  refcue  h^ 
people  from  their  foes,  and  by  whom  he  conveys  to 
them  this  ineftimable  bleffing ;  but  on  him  alone  en* 
tiiety  depends  their  efficacy  and  their  fuccefs.  *  Truly 

•  in  vwH  is  &ivatioh  hoped  for  ftom  the  hills  and 

•  the  multitude  of  mountains  */  from  the  greateft 
means»  and  the  moft  powerful  human  affiflanCe.  '  In 

•  the  Lord  our  God  is  the  falvation  of  Hrael.*— In  this 
excellent  jwayer,  didated  by  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
which  is  well  adapted  to  our  circumftances,  let  us  all 
cordi^Uy  unite,  efpecially  in  troublous  times.  Frefh 
occasion  of  renewing  our  applications  to  the  throne 
of  grace  is  every  ^y  adminiftered.  Our  tempoi-al 
inteiefts,  "wbAt  relates  to  life,  to  hedth,  to  friends,  to 
profperity,  to  adverfity,  and  above  all,  our  fpiritual 
concerns,  and  the  welfare  of  the  church  of  God,  fug- 
gcft  the  propriety,  the  neceffity  of  calling  often  on 
the  Lord.  Oot  fafety  and  happinefs  depend  wholly 
vapan  him,  and  are  intimately  conneded  with  the 
conduA  of  thofe  over  whom  we  have  no  influence^ 
and  therefore  reafon  and  fcripture  require  that  we 
frequently  beg  of  Grod  to  be  gracious  unto  us. 

3  At  the  noife  of  the  tumult  the  people 
fled :  at  the  lifting  up  of  thyfelf  the  nations 
were  fcattered. 

The  remarkable  interpofition  of  Jehovah  in  favour 
of  hk  affli<^ed  people,  as  the  happy  effeft  of  the  pre- 
ceding fervent  fupplication,  is  immediately  fubjoiur 
ed. — ^The  tranflation  of  the  firft  part  of  this  verfe  gi- 
ven by  the  learned  Dr  Lowth,  feems  preferable  to 
our  Engliih  verfion,  which  is  very  obfcure.    The 

Vol.  in.  L  Biihop 
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Bifliop  renders  it,  *  From  thy  terrible  voice,  the  pea- 

*  pie  fled.*  According  to  this  interpretation,  the 
words  exhibit  a  lively  image  of  a  fudden  general  a- 
larm,  occafioned  by  fome  awful  tremenduous  voice, 
proceeding  from  the  Mofl  High,  whereby  the  ene- 
mies of  his  people,  who  were  affembled  in  great  num- 
bers, affrighted  and  aftoniihed,  fled  in  confufion  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation.  Being  in  this  manner  in- 
timidated, they  were  wholly  djfperfed  and  entirely 
routed.  In  confequence  of  this  wonderful  interpo- 
lition  in  behalf  of  the  church,  we  may  adopt  the 
words  of  a  beautiful  hymn  addreflfed  to  God,  *  At 

*  thy  rebuke  they  fled ;  at  the  voice  of  thy  thunder 

*  they  hafted  a^ay  *.' 

^t  the  lifting  up  ofthyfdfthe  nations  were fcattered. 
The  lifting  up,  or  exaltation  of  Jehovah,  may  deiK)tc . 
the  glorious  diiplays  which  he  gave  of  his  majefty, 
power,  and  righteoufnefs,  in  the  difperfion  and  over- 
throw of  the  inveterate  enemies  of  his  upright  fer- 
vants,  who  were  driven  away  as  chaflf  before  the  wind. 
How  highly  elevated  above  all  oppofition,  doth  God 
appear,  when  he  infatuates  and  turns  their  counfels 
into  fooliihnefs ;  when  he  deprives  them  of  Wifdom 
and  prudence,  fo  that  their  folly  becomes  confpicu- 
ous !  What  mcomparable  majefty  and  grandeur  doth 
he  manifeft,  when  he  bereaves  them  of  judgment 
and  underftanding,  fo  that  th^y  ad  under  the  influ- 
ence of  rage  and  fiiry,  like  madmen,  who  mifepply 
their  great  llrength  to  mifchievous  purpofes — When 
he  ftrikes  them  with  terror  and  conftemation,  diyefts 
them  of  foirit  and  courage,  fo  that  they  become  weak 
and  timid.  Thus  difpuited,  mifguided,  and  difarmed, 
their  hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprifes.  By 
few  difpcnfations  of  providence  is  God  fo  greatly  mag- 
nified as  by  the  difperfion  of  the  nations  which  are 
adverfe  to  the  interefl:s  of  his  kingdom.  He  there- 
by  fhews  to  the  world,  that  he  is  high  above  all 
gods,  that  he  is  mightier  than  the  tumults  of 
the  people;   that  no  obftacles  can  refill  his  pow- 

*  PCilm  civ.  7. 
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cr;  that  no  fubtilty  can  efcape  his  obfervation, 
erpreventthe 'accomplifliment  of  his  defigns.  In 
iiich  difpenfations,  mercy  is  magnified,  power  is  ad- 
mired, wifdom  is  adored,  ri^teoufiiefs  is  vindicated, 
and  faithfidnefe  is  celebrated. — Let  us  then  improve 
ieafons  of  affliction,  and  impending  danger,  in  eameft 
fiipplication  to  God,  who  is  a  ftrength  to  the  needy  in 
his  diftreis.  In  tunes  of  tl^is  fort,  the  Ifraelites,  and 
afterwards  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift,  were  moft  in- 
ftant  in  fuccefsful  pi-ayer.  Every  trouble  reminds 
us  of  God,  and  every  fignal  deliverance  whereby  he 
is  exalted,  affords  a  powerful  argument  and  encou- 
ragemeot  to  feek  the  Lord,  and  his  flrength,  and  his 
&ce  for  evermore, 

4  And  your  fpoil  fhall  be  gathered  like  the 
gathering  of  the  caterpillar:  as  the  running  to 
and  fro  of  locufts  fhall  he  run  upon  them. 

In  ^tit  words,  which  feem  to  be  dire^ed  to  thofe 
who  had  fpoiled  the  people  of  God,  they  are  inform- 
ed, that  in  confequence  of  their  conqueft  and  flight, 
•their  fpoils  fheuldbe  colleded  by  thofQ  whom  they 
had  formerly  rifled  and  plundered: — The  fubjeft  is 
iBuftrated  by  two  fimilitudes,  with  which  Ifaiah's 
countrymen  were  well  acquainted.  The  firfl  is  taken 
ftom  the  infedl  called  the  caterpillar,  which  appear 
in  vaft  numbers  promifcuoufly  without  obferving  any 
order,  and  direct  thehr  courle  into  fome  field  that  is 
planted  or  fown,  and  faflenin^  on  its  fruits  or  qprp^, 
they  gather  and  confume  whatever  affords  them  fup- 
port  and  provifion.  In  like  manner,  the  Ifraelites 
refcued  from  the  power  of  their  opprelTors,  were  to 
convene,  without  regard  to  order, in  great  multitudes; 
that  they  might  feize  upon  the  booty  of  thofe  who 
had  fpoiled  and  robbed  them.  As  caterpillars  tear 
off  the  leaves  from  the  trees,  and  the  blades  from  the 
flmibs  and  the  corns,  devouring  and  coUedlingfor  their 
own  ufe  w^hatever  they  find  agreeable  ;  fo  the  poile- 
rity  of  Jacob,  were  to  gather  in  the  camps  and  fields 
^  thofe  who  bad  plundered  thern,  whatever  feemed 
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tQ  be  valuable  and  ufefyl,  that  they  might  employ  it 
to  their  own  purpofes.     As  caterpillars  fee^  ^l  the 
fields  whereon  they  alight»  without  fear  of  moldlation 
or  injury,  and  perfevese  in  their  deftrufikive  opera- 
tiQns,  until  every  thing  conducive  to  their  ^vantage 
is  confumed  j  fo  the  IfraeUtes  were,  without  di&iay, 
to  lay  hold  of  the  pillage  of  their  adverfaries,  from 
which  they  would  notdefift  until  it  was  altogether  col* 
leded.^ — Js  the  running  to  andfrc^^J  locufi^y  &c.   The 
fecond  fimilitude  is  taken  from  the  vfxkOi  called  the 
locuft,  which  having  long  legs,  ruits  Wth^  and  thither 
with  great  agility  in  thofe  places  wh^re  it  frequents. 
Their  fwift  irregular  motions  are  here  mentioned,  as 
prefenting  a  fignificarit  emblem  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Canaan,  running  with  rapidity,  in  every  diredion, 
with  the  fpoils  of  their  opprellbrs,  which  they  had 
gathered  at  their  pleafvrrei  every  one  taking  that  part 
of  the  pillage  that  feemed  to  him  moft  defirable.— 
The  happinefs  and  joy  felt  by  the  conquerors  of  a 
defeated  army,  who  after  a  ftrong  and  dubious  con- 
teft,  having  obtained  the  vidory,  find  great  fpoil, 
reprefents  the  flill  greater  felicity  and  triumph  which, 
the  fervants  of  God  experience  in  the  treafure  of  his 
blefled  word.     The  gain,  the  joy,  and  the  comfort 
which  it  imparts  to  thofe  who  fearch  into  its  hidden 
ftores,  are  inexpreffible,  and  fer  exceed  whatever  re- 
fults  from  the  moft  glorious  conqueft,  and  the  collec- 
tion of  the  moft  valuable  fpoils  on  earth.     Permit 
me,  therefore,  to  embrace  this  opportimity  of  calling 
you  to  afpire  after  the  high  gratification  derived  from 
the  teftimonies  of  God,  by  the  upright  among  men. 
Though  the  prophecy  under  confideration  hath, 
been  applied  by  fome  learned  commentators  to  the 
Aflyrian  invafion  6f  Judea,  and  the  lUbfequent  judg- 
ments  inflijfted  upon  thefe  implacable  enemies  of 
the  people  of  (Jod  j  I  rather  fuppofe,  that  our  pro- 
phet, who  had  already  predi(9:ed  thefe  important  e- 
vents,  treats  in  this  excellent  difcourfe,of  the  dreadful 
perfecution  raifed  by  the  Syrians  againft  the  church 
of  God,  their  happy  deliverance  from  oppreffion,  and 
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the  overthrow  oi  the  kiogdom  of  Syxia^  aftcx 
having  fuftaiaed  a  hmg  ieries  of  calamities.  This 
opinion,  I  am  inclined  to  adc^  for  various  reaf(xis 
too  te^bus  to  m^ention,  and  partkularlj  on  account 
of  the  exaQ  correfpondence  of  the  fevearal  parts  of 
this  prophecy  with  the  circumftances  related  by  the 
writer  of  the  books  erf"  the  Maccabees,  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  who  reigned  over  Syria  in  the  one  hun- 
dred and  /forty-third  year  of  the  Grecian  empire,, 
went  againft  Ifrael  and  Jerufelem  with  a  great  mul- 
titude ;  he  fpoiled  the  city,  and  fet  it  on  fire ;  he  en- 
tered the  iaiM^hiary,  and  took  away  the  golden  altar^ 
with  all  the  precious  veflels  and  hidden  treafures  which 
he  found,  notwithftanding  he  fpake  peaceably  unto 
them ;  he  committed  the  moft  barbarous  cruelties, 
and  piadifed  the  raoft  deteftible  perfidy  *•  Thisfeems 
to  be  the  fpoiler  who  dealt  treacheroully.  This  mur- 
derer and  blafphemer  (faith  the  hiftorian,  2  Mac 
chap.  ix.  28.)  having  fuffered  moft  grievoufly,  as  he 
treated  other  men,  died  a  miferable  death  in  a  fi:range 
country.  The  prayer  prefented  to  God,  and  its 
happy  fuccefs,  bears  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  the 
fupplication,  and  its  efiefts,  recorded  i  Mac.  iv.  30. 
et  ftq.  and  a  Mac.  x.  25.  ^  feq.  The  predic- 
tion relative  to  the  gathering  of  the  fpoil,  was  re- 
markably verified  when  the  Jews  were  made  ftrong, 
by  the  armour  and  large  quantity  of  fpoils,  which  they 
took  of  the  armies  which  they  deitroyed,  2  Mac.  vi.  6. 

5  The  Lord  is  exalted ;  for  he  dwelleth  on 
liigh :  he  hath  bleffed  Zion  with  judgment  and 
righteoufhefs. 

The  praifes  of  Jehovah  are  celebrated  hi  this  verfe 
on  account  of  the  illuftrious  difplay  given  of  his  mi  - 
kfty,  righteouihefs,  power,  and  grace,  in  vindicating 
|us  people  from  thraldom,  and  overthrowing  their  ene- 
inies. — He  b  firft  extolled  becaufe  he  dwelleth  on  higb^ 
Jj^ving  his  feat  hi  the  excellent  glory,  which  is  far  a- 

bove 
♦  Sec  I  Mac.  Chap.  i. 
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bove  the  vifible  heavens,  where  are  exhibited  the  fym- 
bols  of  his  divine  prefence  and  grandeur.  Though  by 
the  immenfity  of  his  nature  he  is  prefent  every  where; 
heaven  is  his  dwelling  place,  the  habitation  of  his 
hdinefs,  and  of  his  glory,  where  he  manifefts,  to  ad- 
miring celeftial  hofts,  his  infinite  excellencies  and  tran- 
Icendant  beauty.  For  this  reafon  he  is  frequently 
magnified  by  the  faints  in  thofe  lacred  odes  compofed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  church.  Thus  the  inraptured  poet 
exclaims,  *  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who 
dwelleth  on  high  *.*  And  in  the  words  before  us, 
the  Lord  is  exalted,  for  he  dwelleth  on  high.  He  is 
aUb  exalted.  For  he  hath  filled  Zion  with  judgment  and 
righteoufnefs.  By  the  events  referred  to,  he  hath 
given  pubUc  demonfljration  to  all  nations,  that  he  is 
the  one  true  God,  the  righteous  governor  of  the 
worid,  the  defender  of  his  church,  who  avenges  the 
wrongs  done  to  them;  that  he  obferves  all  the  injuries 
which  they  fuftain,  and  in  his  appointed  time  will 
interpofe  for  their  deliverance.  By  inflifting  juft 
judgments,  he  hath  punifhed  the  wicked  and^rofane, 
he  hath  deteded  the  infincere  and  hypocritical,  and 
^  difcriminated  them  from  the  upright  and  the  righte- 
ous ;  whihl  he  hath  tried,  approved,  and  defended 
the  genuine  confeflbrs  of  the  truth.  By  thefe  and 
fimilar  difpenfations,  Zion,  the  church  of  God  hath 
been  purged  of  falfe  profeflbrs,  vindicated  from  the 
tyranny  of  their  adverlaries;  whiMl  right  hearted  men 
have  been  incited  to  the  diligent  ftudy  and  pradice 
of  true  piety,  holinefs,  and  virtue.  Thus  this  pre 
didion  was  remarkably  verified  at  the  time  to  which 
our  prophet  looked  forward,  when  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  by  Zechariah,  *  In  all  the  land  two 
'  parts  Ihall  be  cut  off  and  die.   And  I  will  bring  the 

*  third  part  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  tliem  as 

*  filver  is  refined,  and  will  try  them  as  gold  is  tried,*  f 
^c. — ^The  magnificence  and  glory  of  Jehovah,  who  is 

'  highly  exalted  above  all  nations,  iUuftrioufly  difplayed 
in  fubduing  the  enemies  of  his  people,  and  in  puri- 

tying 
•  Pfal.  cxiii.  5.         f  Chap.  xiiJ.  9. 
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fying  his  church,  ought  to  induce  us  to  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  his  great  name,  and  to  extol  the  holinefsof 
iis  procedure,  in  which  juftice  and  mercy  are  always 
wifely  blended  together.  *  Let  us  praife  his  great  and 
terrible  name  for  it  is  holy  *•' 

6  And  wifdom,  and  knowledge  fliall  be  the 
ftability  of  thy  times,  and  ftrength  of  falva- 
tion :  the  fear  of  the  LORD  is  his  treafure. 

This  fublime  fentiment,  addrefled  to  the  prince  or 
ruler  of  the  people  of  God,  clearly  fliews  in  what 
manner  their  profperity  and  felicity  are  to  be  pre- 
ferrcd  and  perpetuated.  The  only  way  by  which  a 
nation  can  have  its  happinefs  extended,  is  by  wif- 
dom,  knowledge,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Thefe 
are  the  fupports  of  a  ftate ;  thefe  give  eftabliihment 
to  the  perK)d  wherein  they  flourifh. — Wifdom  and 
inowledge,  though  intimately  connefted,  ought  to 
be  diftinguilhed.  Knowledge,  which  precedes  wif- 
dom, conlifts  in  acquaintance  with  the  nature,  the 
qualities,  the  relations,  and  ends  of  the  various  objefts 
rf  contemplation  and  ftudy,  and  ftands  oppofed  to 
ignorance  and  want  of  information.  Wifdom  chiefly 
refpeds  praftice,  and  teaches  to  purfue  the  higheft 
and  moft  valuble  ends,  by  the  beft  and  moft  proba- 
ble means ;  fo  that  accordiing  to  the  proverb,  it  is  pro- 
fitable to  dired,  and  forms  a  counterpart  to  folly  or 
want  of  prudence.  There  may  be  much  knowledge 
where  there  is  little  wifdom ;  but  wifdom  necellarily 
fuppofes  fome  meafure  of  knowledge.  As  there  is 
a  natural  knowledge  which  puffeth  up,  and  a  worldly 
wifibm  which  God  will  bring  to  nought ;  fo  there  is 
a  fpiritual  knowledge,  and  divine  wifdom,  which  God 
giveth  to  them  that  are  good  in  his  fight.  The 
knowledge  here  fpoken  of,  is  that  valuable  acquifi- 
tiou  which  is  attained  by  the  careful  inveftigation  of 
the  ways  of  God,  and  the  diligent  ftudy  of  the  holy 
fcriptures ;  which  through  the  divine  bleffing,  pro- 
duce 
•  Ffal.  xclx.  3. 
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duce  trae  repentance  and  reformation,  tmihaken 
confidence  in  the  promifes  of  Jehovah,  a  clear  lin- 
derftandingof  the  way  of  falvation,and  the  will  of  God, 
•with  the  exercife  of  true  godlinefs  and  eveiy  virtue. 

The  wifdom  intended  by  our  Prophet,  is  that  excel- 
lent difpofition  whereby  the  peculiar  people  of  God, 
tinder  tne  conduft  of  fandified  reafon,  from  gocxl 
principles  and  mtimate  acquaintance  with  the  word 
of  God,  prudently  and  circumfpeftly  adjuft  their  ac- 
tions, fo  as  they  may  mod  efFeftually  advance  the 
glory  of  God,  the  ed^ation  of  their  neighbour,  and 
their  own  falvation.  Thefe  important  qualificatiosis 
extending  their  benign  influence  not  only  to  the  rur 
lers  of  the  ftate,  but  diffufmg  themfelves  through  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  people. 

Shall  be  tbejiabilitj  of  thy  times.  They  fhall  im- 
part fupport  and  firmnefs,  continuance  and  per- 
petuity to  the  profpeious  feafon,  and  yield  valuable 
opportunities  of  improving  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
church,  and  extending  their  tranquillity.  They  who 
compofe  this  feleft  fociety,  pofleffing  the&  valuable 
endowments,  fhall  adl  with  fuch  intelligence  and 
ikill,  and  adopt  fuch  judicbus  prudent  meafure^  as 
fhall  promote  not  only  their  own  individual  fled&ft* 
nefs,  but  the  profperity  of  the  whole  collcftive  body^ 
which  fhall  reft  not  on  an  uncertain,  but  on  a  firm 
foundation.-^^»flf^r^^^/A  af  falvation.  Wifdom  and 
knowledge  fhall  invigorate,  confirm,  and  extend  the 
pofleflion  of  the  fidvation  you  have  attained ;  they 
fhall  excite  the  lively  expedation  of  the  further  and 
more  full  enjoyment  of  this  ineflimable  benefit,  both . 
in  this  and  the  future  world*  They  fhall  a>nduce 
to  perpetuate  the  happinefs  refulting  from  the  deli-^ 
verances  that  you  have  experienced,  and  to  lengthen 
your  profperity.  They  are  indifpenfibly  requifite  to 
fpiritual  falvation.  Is  not  the  illumination  of  the 
mind,  and  acquaintance  with  divine  truths,  efientially 
necefiary  to  refcue  from  the  power  of  darkneis,  and 
to  direift  in  the  patlis  of  righteoufhefs  ?  Is  not  the 
profecution  of  the  highefl  ends  by  the  befl  means  of 
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ivd  aectfffity  to  preferyp  j&cwi  iecking  our  own 
/,  and  to  deliver  from  the  feryice  of  divers  lufts 
mi  ple^ure^.  Blefled  wtb  .theie  noble  acquifitions* 
wiacb^re  efifettid  mgredi^ots  iq  Mvatiou,  wherdba 
much  of  its  ibreagth  coixfifts;  you  ]:Day  ibok  forwaiti 
imb  hope  ^axi  joy,  to  its  doofuiainatfiori  in  coinplcte 
foeedfiiB  fipom  iJH  evil,  and  the  m:Mlifturt)ed  pofleffion 
ofnU^Dod- — Sv«elyJ:m»y.now  with  »  good  grace 
t«gc  you  ^fligendy  to  feek  fpr  wifdpm  ^d  know- 
fe^/wtBk:h  Solppcnon  cajl$  tjje  principal  thing;  to  the 
Hts»nme^  .of  which  you  pu^t  to  ^ply  your  hearts, 
wd  to  tend  yourftnidiefi.  They  arc  good  and  pcr^ 
fed  gifts  whiQh  coi»e  from  above,  and  proceed  from 
the  Futfecar  of  lights.  They  are  pure,  fr»5  from  alloy, 
ftnd  bafe  nuxtUre,  from  corruption  and  pollution — 
they  arc  peaceable,  neither  injuring  other  people, 
fixff  dy<^(iging  the  wrortgs  they  have  fuftaiiied ;  but 
foUo^g  ^e  things  that  make  for  peace  and  edifii-^ 
i^atioi!— (hey  are  gentle,  jmqdejrate  in  their  fenti- 
jnents  and.convedation,  wdriuUd  in  cenfures  and  in 
^QDchiS-r.?Eafy  to  be  intrcateft^  to  be  dijluaded  from 
.wtett  is  bad,  ftnd  perfuadedto  what  is  good  and  ufe- 
fi^U-Filll  of  mercy ;  ready  to  relieve  thofe  that  are 
in  want,  and  to  forgive  thofe  who  have  offended — 
And  of  good,  fwits  rf  lioUnefs  aflid  righteoufnefe^ 
whicli  through  Jefus  Chrift,  are  to  the  gbry.of  GodL 

Tii  fear  ef  the  Lord  is  ins  treafure.  fear  is  a 
ftwg  paffion,  which  the  Author  of  nature  hath  im- 
libi^.in  the  human  mind,  arifiiig  from  the  fea- 
»tion  *  wo^ft  of  fome  real  or  fuppefed  evil ;  it  is 
i^gfaly  ^MfVd  to  gwrd  againft  danger,  and  to  regulate 
ituiDaii  icondud.  The  fear  of  tihe  Lord  is  a  devout 
a&dK^i  that  God  conveys  into  the  hearts  of  his  peor- 
|de,  wUch  produces  moft  important  effects  on  their 
temper  and  pradlice,  and  extends  its  falutary  iriflu- 
^sxt  tituronghout  the  whole  of  life.  It  operates  by 
iwnWejreyeience  fin*  the  majefty  and  peifeftions  of 
jldlmrah,  who  is  infinitely  great,  and  greatLy  to  be 
%Q:d.  :It  occupies  the  mind  with  a  fax:a:ed  awe  of 
ihe  divme  authority,  that  prompts  to  circumfpe£lion 

Vol.  UI.  JVI  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


96  LECrtTRES  on  the      Chap.  XXXTIt. 

and  vigilance,  that  guards  againft  fin,  and  ftimulates. 
to  the  faithful  performafice  of  duty.  It  fills  the  heart, 
not  with  llavifh  dread  and  terror  of  the  judgments  of 
the  Almighty,  but  >  with  fuch  a  folemn  apprehenfion 
and  awe  of  them,  as  proves  a  powerful  reftraint  from 
evil.  It  difpofes  devoutly  to  admire  the  divine  excel- 
lencies, to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  infinite  goodnefs,  to 
live  under  the  fenfe  of  his  immediate  infpedtion,  who 
trieth  the  reins ;  whilft  it  reprefles  diftrefling  timidi- 
ty and  anxiety  as  to  worldly  objeds.— This  becom- 
ing temper  is  emphatically  faid  to  be  his  treafur^ 
Who  dwelleth  in  Zion,  the  church  of  God,  which  he 
hath  filled  with  righteoufhefs.  It  juftly  merits  this 
defcription,  on  accoimt  of  its  real  worth  and  excel- 
lence, being  one  of  thofe  precious  benefits  which  God 
confers  upon  his  fcrvants  who  are  devoted  to  this 
fear.  It  is  a  treafure  which  this  world  cannot  afford, 
which  the  grace  of  the  Moft  High  only  imparts,  and 
gives  only  to  the  chofen  and  called  of  God.  It  is  a 
treafure  depofited  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  j  that 
it  may  be  there  kept  fafe,  and  brought  into  view  for 
ufeful  purpofes,  on  every  proper  occafion-  It  is  a 
treafure  which  cannot  be  poffeired  without  jealoufy, 
without  caution,  and  without  joy ;  and  gives  true 
happmefs  to  all  who  efteem  it,  and  a6t  under  its  in- 
fluence. It  is  a  treafure  which  conveys  immenfe 
riches  to  itspoffeflbrs;  for  where  it  is  laid  up,  there 
are  the  precious  fruits  of  the  divine  favour,  the 
pledges  of  eternal  falvation,  with  every  blefiing  re- 
quifite  to  true  felicity.— That  you  may  enjoy  this 
precious  treafure  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  endeavour 
to  acquire  increafing  acquaintance  with  the  perfec- 
tions and  glory  of  Jehovah.  Frequently  contemplate 
the  various  dlfplays  given  of  them  in  the  works  and 
word  of  God,  and  render  them  familiar  to  your  mind«, 
until  you  find  thofe  correfponding  difpofitions  arife 
in  your  fouls  which  they  are  intended  to  excite. '  Be 
fervent  in  prayer  to  the  God  of  aU  grace,  that  by  his 
Spirit  he  may  put  within  you  this  holy  featr,  and  en- 
.able  you  effed:ually  to  difcovet  its  influence  in  the 
whole  of  your  temper  aiid  condud. 

7  Behold^ 
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7  Behold,  their  vaKant  ones  Ihall  cry  with- 
out :  the  ambafladors  of  peace  fhall  weep  bit- 
terly. 

Our  Prophet  next  defcribes,  in  a  moving  manner, 
various  circumftances  relative  to  the  great  calamities 
inflidcd  upon  the  people  of  God,  by  the  perfidious 
fpoiler  againft  whoui  he  had  denounced  wo  and  mi- 
ferj.-p-The  valiant,  the  ftouteft  and  braveft  perfons 
in  the  land,  who  were  renmrkable  for  ftrength  and 
valour,  the  chief  dficers  in  the  army;  the  leaders  of 
the  peopk,  renowned  for  heroic  coinage  and  prow- 
cfs.— Intimidated  by  their  prefent  perilous  condition, 
?nd  the  forlorn  fituation  of  their  countrymen  in  im- 
minent danger,  were  to  cry  without^  loudly  bev/ailing 
with  bitter  lamentations,  the  compUcated  diftreffes 
to  wluch  they  and  their  fellow  citizens  were  reduced ; 
find  with  loud  cries  and  eameft  fupphcations  to  intrcat 
the  divine  interpofition  in  their  behalf. — 7 he  ambajfar 
dors  of  peace Jhall  weep  bitterly.  The  meffengers  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts  who  were  delegated  to  the  important 
work  of  negotiating  peace  betwixt  God  and  man, 
whofe  ofBce  was  to  iriaintain  the  honour  of  Jehovah, 
to  cffer  lacrifices  for  fin,  and  to  bring  men  into  a  ftate 
of  reconciliation  v/ith  their  Maker.  Perfons  of  this 
character  having  been  expelled  from  Jerufalem,  and 
the  temple,  wherein  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  of- 
ficiate; were  to  lliew  the  ftrongefl  expreilions  of  for- 
iDw  and  angpifti,  for  the  lofs  of  the  privileges  they 
had  long  enjoyed,  and  the  many  hardlhips  which 
they  now  fuffered.  It  is  unneccffary  to  enlarge;  the 
words  before  us  fimply  narrate  the  afflidive  condi- 
tion to  wliich  perfons  of  the  greateft  refpcclabiJity, 
©en  holding  the  high^eft  offices  in  the  'ilate  and  in  the 
church,  were  to  be  reduced,  at  the  period  to  which 
tjtts  prediction  referred.  The  greatelt,  as  well  as  the 
leaft,  were  to  be  involved  in  the  general  calamity, 
^  to  give  ftriking  proofs  of  their  grief  and  diftrefs. 

^  The  high  ways  lie  waftc,  the  wayfaring 
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man  ceafeth  :  he  hath  brokeft  the  covfeAatit ; 
he  haith  defpifed  the  cities  ^  h^  regai^eth  bje) 
man. 

In  this  and  the  foflowing  verfe  a  vety  aflfc^g  rcr 
prefentation  is  given  of  the  univerfal  defolation'  which 
^nad  overfpread  tlje  land  of  Jndea,  by  means  of  the 
mercilcfs  ravages  of  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the 
Jews.— Tra4e  and  commerce,  as  well  a$  the  public 
txercifes  of  rcHgion,  being  negleftcd,  the  higE  wiys, 
that  in  former  times  were  occupied  by  yaft  numbers 
of  travellers,  going  on  bufineis  from  p&ce  to  plac€  $ 
at  ftated  feafons  reforting  to  Jefufelem  to  obferve 
the  appointed  folemnities^  and  returning  b(»ne  fiom 
the  facred  feftivals^  Were  at  tWs  period  to  be  defert- 
ed  by  thofe  who  h^d  been  accullpmi^  to  freqoenf 
them.  In  confequence  whereof,  being  neglefted  ^nd 
not  kept  in  repair,  they  wpuld  aflume  a  defolate  dp^ 
^arance. — H^  hath  fpr^ken  the  co'O^nant.  The  power- 
ful perfidious  enemy  of  the  men  of  Judab  m^evoid 
the  covenant,  which  that  people  had  entered  into 
with  God,  when  they  folemnljr  engaged  religioufly 
to  obferve  the  inftitutiQns  of  divine  worfhip,*  smd  ther 
commandments  of  the  divine  law,  by  ftridly  fiiro- 
hibiting,  and  forcibly  obUgiiig  them  to  abftdin  from 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  obedience  of  his  pre- 
cepts.— He  bath  defpifed  the  cities.  Deftitute  of  all 
regard  to  truth  and  equity,  he.  contemned  all  the  re- 
monftrances,  petitions  for  mercy,  and  appeals  to  juC- 
tice,  which  were  prefcnted  to  him  by  die  dilbrcfled 
inhabitants  of  the  moft  populous  refpedable  cities  in 
Judea. — He  regarded  no  man.  He  paid  not  the  leaft 
refped:  to  perlbns  of  any  ftation,  of  any  charaAer, 
age,  or  condition  j  he  ftiewed  m  favour  to  the  ho- 
nom-able,  nor  compaflion  to  the  poor  and  helplefs. 
How  deplorable  at  this  time  muft  nave  been  the  ftate 
qf  the  land  and  of  its  inhabitants, 

9  The  earth  mourneth  ^7;7^/Ianguifheth;  Le- 
banon is  aihamed  and  hewn  down ;  Sharon  is 
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like  a  wildemds;  and  Bafhan  and  Carnid 
ftakc  off  their  fruits. 

The  bm^tatle  confequertccs  of  the  predated  de- 
Taftatjpn  are  here  drawn  in  ftrbng  and  glowing  ca- 
lours.— The  earth,  which  formerly  feemed  to  be  glad, 
and  to  rejoice  in  yiehiing  rich  lu^mrjt  crops,  for  the 
ufe  of  man  and  beaft,  now  affuriied  a  dreaty  gloomy 
afped,  as'if  fenfibie  pf  its^  defalate  condition.  The 
people  of  Judea,  <Jceply  diftreffed  by  their  djlamitoii^ 
ftatc,  wcr^  in  plaintive  ftrains  to  mourn  over  the  com- 
plicated miferies  which  they  firiiaincd;  they  were  to 
droop  and  langutlh  through  gnspt  aiHidion  and  for- 
Tow.—LebaMtf  is^  ajhamed.  In  the  fec^uel  of  this 
beautiful  defcription,  charafter  and  aftion  are  de- 
ftly affigned  to  ij^animate  objeds,  to  which  are 
atttibutci  a  degree  of  life  and  fentiment  fuited  to  the 
monmful  occafion.  A  probable,  but  fiftitious  paffion 
of  ihame  is  afcribed  to  Lebanon,  a  celebrated  moun- 
tain  in  the  land  of  Judea.  Had  the  magnificent  fo- 
teft  with  which  it  was  covered,  been  capable  of  fen- 
feions  felt  by  the  human  kind,  it  would  have  blulh- 
cd  for  having  been  ftript  of  the  lofty  cedars  where* 
Iridi  it  was  clothed,  that  they  might  be  applied  in 
conftrufting  mihtary  inilruments  and  engines. — Sha^ 
m  u  like  a  wMdernefs.  Sharon  was  the  name  of  a 
Veiy  rich  and  fertile  country,  fituated  between  Ce- 
feraiand  Joppa,  toward  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  where 
ittige  flocks  of  fine  cattle  were  fed.  It  abounded  not 
tit^J  with  the  fi^neft  corns  and  grafs,  but  with  ilie 
fceftTmes,  arid  the  moft  beautiful  liowers  and  rtAcs. 
This  diftrift  of  the  land  pf  Judah,  remarkable  i or  its 
luxuriant  produftions,  was  entirely  to  change  its  ap- 
pearance, and  to  referable  a  barreti  unculuvated  de- 
&it — And  Bajhan  and  Carmeljhake  off  their  fruits^ 
The  land  of  Balhan  was  lituated  beyond  Jordan,  and 
'R^  fometimes  called  the  land  of  giants,  on  account 
of  the  large  ftature  of  the  inhabitants  who  once  dv\  elt 
in  that  country.  The  Ibil  was  exceedingly  rich  and 
fruitful ;  fo  that  the  bulls,  the  rams,  and  the  lambs 
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which  were  bred  there,  ^ere  efteemed  the  largeft, 
ftrongeft,  and  fatteft  that  could  be  found  throughout 
Canaan.  Even  the  trees,  as  well  as  the  men  and 
the  cattle,  were  famous  on  account  of  then:  great 
fize  and  imcommon  excellence.  Carmel  was  like-r 
wife  a  very  fertile  mountain,  covered  with  vines, 
fruit  trees,  corns,  and  pafturage.  It  is  celebrated  for 
having  been  the  place  where  feveral  important  tranf- 
actions  happened  that  are  recorded  in  facred  hiiloiy, 
Elijah  the  prophet  there  contended  with  the  pro- 
phets of  Baal,  who  were  all  flain.  At  the  period 
whereof  our  Prophet  fpeaks,  fuch  was  the  deplora- 
ble liate  of  Judea,  that  thofe  places  which  had  been 
moil  remarkable  for  fertility  and  beauty,  fpoiled  of 
the  cattle,  the  corns,  and  the  vines,  with  which  they 
were  formerly  covered,  fhould  become  like  h  >yilder- 
nefs,  deftitute  of  provifion  and  comfort ;  fb  that  tjiofq 
who  reforted  thither,  were  to  become  a  prey  to  their 
ferocious  enemies. — Why  all  this  defolation,  fo  often 
threatened,  fo  oiFten  executed,  and  fo  often  defcrib-, 
cd,  but  that  people,  who  bejiold,  or  are  informed  of 
thefe  direful  calamities, 'may  be  reftrained  from  thofe 
fins  whereby  they  were  incurred ;  that  they  may  be 
inftrufted  in  the  awful  effefls  of  the  divine  difplea,- 
fure,  warned  of  their  danger,  and  the  indifpenfible 
neceffity  of  true  repentance. — This  prediction  wa^ 
accomplilhed  when  Jerufalem  lay  void  as  a  wilder- 
nefs ;  there  was  none  of  her  children  went  in  or  out, 
the  fanSuary  alfo  was  trodden  down,  and  aliens  kept 
the  ftrong  hold. — And  the  diftreffed  inhabitants  of 
the  land  aflembled,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  to- 
ward heaven,  *  How  fh^U  we  be  able  to  (land,  excepf 
•  thou,  O  God,  be  our  help*?*  t^c. 

lo  Now  will  I  rife^  faith  the  Lord;  now 
will  I  be  exalted ;  now  will  I  lift  up  myfelf. 

Jehovah  is  here  introduced  fpeaking  after  the  man- 
ner of  a  mighty  prince,  determined  to  refcue  his  peace- 
able fubjeds  from  oppreffion ;  and  to  inflift  righteous 

vengeance 

^  Sec  X  Mac.  iii.  45.  eifeq^ 
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veogeance  on  their  infolent  enemies.  The  meafure 
of  tfaeir  iniquities  being  filled  up,  and  God  hafving 
exercifed  much  long  fufTering  toward  them,  he  was 
going  illuftrioufly  to  dHplay  Ws  glory  by  feverely  pu- 
nilhing  their  enormous  wickednefs*  •  Now  will  I  rife; 
after  faaving  fhcwn  for  a  confiderable  time,  forbear- 
ance toward  the  treacherous  adverfaries  of  my  peopk; 
and  the  time  of  their  ;triumph  being  over.  I  have 
refolutely  purpofed  to  repay  all  the  injuries  they  have 
done  to  my  inheritance.— JVbw  will  I  be  exalted.  The 
gtery  of  my  majefty,  power,  and  righteoufiiefs^in  vin- 
dicating my  people  from  the  wrongs  they  have  fuf- 
tained,  ihadl  be  manifefted  befoie  all  nations ;  and 
thus  will  I  make  my  name  to  be  revered  and  honour- 
ed throughout  all  the  earth.-^JVbw  will  J  lift  up  my^ 
felf  This  is  the  proper  opportunity,  the  time  ap- 
propriated in  my  decree,  as  moft  favourable  for  the 
exhibition  of  my  glory,  before  the  eyes  of  men  with 
the  UgheSi  advantage*  The  repetition  of  the  word 
/r^w  plainly  intimates,  that  the  period  marked  by  the 
calamities  mentioned  in  ver.  9*  was  the  time  wherein 
the  Almighty  was  to  interpofe  without  delay,  in  fa- 
vour of  his  opprefled  church.— In  due  time,  Jehovah 
will  certainly  be  exalted  in  the  puniihment  of  thole 
who  contemn  and  abufe  his  fervants.  The  Philiftines 
who  dealt  defpitefuUy  with  liis  people,  became  the 
objeds  of  av^tful  vengeance,  with  furious  rebukes, 
B«aufe  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites,and  the  Edom- 
ites  diftrefled  them,  they  were  cut  off  and  extermi- 
nated, and  the  Syrians  who  fpoiled  and  dealt  per- 
fidioufly  with  them,  the  Lord  recompenfed  according 
to  their  deeds.  Let  injured  innocence  then  be  com- 
forted with*the  thoughts  of  an  approaching  day,  when 
the  Lord  will  arife  in  his  anger,  lift  up  himfelf,  be- 
caufe  of  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  awake  for  the 
judgment  he  hath  commanded  *• 

II  Ye  fhall  conceive  chaff;  ye  fhall  briag 
forth  Hubble:  your  breath  as  tire  Ihall devour 
you. 

*  Pfal  vii.  6.  The 
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-  15^  varitty  and  ineflk wy  of  tttc  dewoes  formed 
by  tifce  eoemiefs  tif  the  cburchiare  here  repreijefited  in 
figni&cant  figurative  Unguage.  <5iaff  ywi  know  is 
the  covering  whereio  the  ^ornis*  VcKpt*  uotU  it  is  fc- 
parated  from  it  by  the  flail,.orfoxneoth^r  ji^Fumf^Qti* 
Being  exceeding  light  and  fittie  worth,  k  exhibits  ft 
jtift  ewl^m  of  the  '^'atn  fruitless  Jfohooies  formed  by 
wicked  men,  to  deftroy  the  peopfe  of  God.  Thrfc 
empty  prpjeds  wece  the  chaff  wribicb  our  B^ophet  de- 
clares that  the  periSms  whom  :hc  ttddreffiss  were  xo 
CQtAnvt.'^l^eJiali  bring  forth,  &c.  Stubble  is  Aac 
portion  df  the  ftraw  which  is  left  on  the  gixmod  «&(x 
the  corn  is  ttaped^  ajoA  prefents  ^n  ictoge  of  the  mi- 
profitable  dii^^roportioned  efieds  which  were  to  re-^ 
fult  from  the  wicked,  iooUih  devices  that  they  had 
imagined.  All  the'  uneafinefs  aiid  trivel  they  endu- 
sed  was  not  to  prodace  any  thing  fubftantial  or  ik*^ 
tisiying.  A£fcion5,  whether  ^ood  or  hiwi,  are  the  por^ 
trait  of  the  mind  from  which  they  proceed,  and  fi^- 
nificantlyexprefs  the  prefent  exifting  :fentiments  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  Were  done.  They  always  beaar 
a  ftrong  affinity  and  refembiance  to  the  diJpofitions 
of  thofe  who  gave  them  birth. — Twr  breath  as 
Jire  Jhall  devour  yout.  The  breath  may  denote  the 
words,  which  by  means  of  breathing,  proceed  from 
the  mouth;  the  proud  blafph^mous  rmdidive  lan- 
guage uttered  by  the  perfons  fpoken  ot  ftgainft  God 
and  his  people.  The  haughty  idifoknce  and  deteft- 
abie  cnieky,  which  ye  have  outmgeoufly  «cpreifedL 
ifaall  be  the  means  of  devouring  you  ai$  fire  doth  th^ 
fuel.  They  ihall  kimUe  a  flame  in  your  confcieoces 
that  ihall  torment  you ;  they  ihall  bring  upon  you  con- 
fuming  judgnacnts,  and  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord« 
whereby  you  ihall  utterly  perifh.-^In*tbe  lips  of  the 
wicked  and  pro&ne,  &ith  the  wi&  man,  is  a  bvmic^ 
fire^;  it  kindles  difcord  ^nd  ftrife;  it  fends  forth 
virulent. reproaches,  which  are  cpmpaxed  to  coals  of 
juniper,  and  devours  what  is  rather  to  be  chofen  tiaa 
great  Tiches.    Let  us  then  take  heed  unto  our  words, 

whicb 
*  Pron  svi.  2^. 
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which  extend  their  mfluence  to  every  faculty,  to  e- 
very  adion,  to  every  profeffion,  *  left  they  fet  on  fire  the 
*  whcde  courie  of  nature/ 

12  And  the  people  fhall  be  iu  the  burnings 
rf  lime ;  ax  thorns  cut  up  fliall  they  be  burn-* 
ed  in  the  fire. 

After  the  virulent  oppofition  of  the  enemies  of  the 
chim:h  had  arrived  at  a  prodigious  height,  an  im- 
menfe  fire  was  to  confume  and  break  them  to  pieces^ 
like  ftones  that  are  burnt  in  a  lirae-kilri. — ^The  fimili- 
tude  by  which  the  fubjeft  is  illuftrated,  is  familiar  and 
well  known.  Stones  that  are  burnt  into  lime,  are 
fliut  up  in  a  furnace  kindled  by  a  large  fire,  which 
ads  upon  them  with  fo  great  force,  that  it  diveils  them 
of  their  form  and  qualities,  breaks  them  to  pieces,  and 
fo  confumes  them,  that  they  fall  into  powder.  This 
affiirds  a  juft  reprefentation  of  the  terrijble  judg- 
m€ats  of  God  which  were  to  be  inflided  upon  the 
obdurate  foes  of  his  people,  notorious  for  their  pride» 
malice,  and  cruelty.  According  to  this*  predidion, 
they  were  to  be  fo  encompafled,  that  they  ihould  find 
it  impofiible  to  efcape  bemg  confumed  in  the  dreads 
fid  manner  here  delcribed.  Farther  to  illullrate  the 
deplorable  ftate  to  which  they  were  to  be  configned, 
another  companion  is  fubjoined — As  thorns  cut  up^ 
Su:.  Having  beea  troubkfome  and  hurtful  to  16^ 
ciety,  like  d^  thorns,  which  ferve  for  no  other  pur* 
p(^e  than  to  be  burnt ;  they  fhall  be  <;all  into  the 
flames,  whereby  they  fhall  be  fuddenly  devoured. 
Both  limilitudes  ftroi^^ly  intimate  the  irrefifiible  fury 
by  which  they  were  to  be  confumed,  by  the  fire  of 
God's  wrath,  that  fhould  certainly  take  hold  of  them 
to  theur  utter  deftrudion. — It  is  worthy  of  notice, 
that  when  God  is  about  to  accomplifh  any  great  re<- 
volution  in  the  circumflances  of  the  church,  and  to 
interpofe  in  their  behalf,  he  exccittes  awful  venge- 
ance upon  their  enemies.  The  predidions  therefore 
of  glorious  deliverance  to  his  people,  are  interfperfed, 

Vol.  in.  ,N  as 
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as  in  this  chapter,  with  declarations  of  fignaljudg* 
ments  to  be  executed  on  thofe  who  have  oppcrfed  and 
diftrefled  them.  This  remark  ought  to  induce  each 
of  qs  to  ?icknowledge  with  Jethro,  *  Now  I  know 

•  the  LoitI  is  greater  than  all  gods ;  for  in  the  tlfing 

•  wherein  they  deal  proudly  he  is  above  them  ^i'— 
Thofe  who  read  with  attention  the  boQks  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, cannot  fail  to  obferve  the  terrible  confump- 
tion  madcv  by  divine  judgments  among  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  God*s  fervants,  which  fuddenly  and  irrefiftibly 
devoured  them  in  great  numbers. 

13  Hear,  ye  that  are  afar  off,  what  Ihave 
done;  and  ye  that  are  near  acknowledge  my 

might. 

Our  Pipphct  proceeds  with  great  ability,  under 
the  diredion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  vindicate  the  di- 
vine procedure,  manifefted  in  the  fevere  judgments 
inflided  upon  the  enemies  of  the  church.  He  intro- 
duces the  fubjed,  by  calling  with  great  iblemnity 
people  of  every  defcription,  and  in  every  fituation^ 
diligently  to  attend,  and  ferioufly  to  coniider  the 
powerful  operations  of  Jehovah ;  that  they  might 
thereby  be  induced  to  confefe  his  veracity,  his  righ- 
teoufhefs^  and"  tender  care  of  his  people ;  and  learn 
to  honour  liim  who  ought  to  be  feared.  He  addref* 
les  two  claifes  of  people^  which  may  comprehend 
the  whole  human  race. — By  them  that  are  far  off^ 
may  be  meant  the  Gentile  nations,  that  under  the 
former  difpenfation,wereftranger8  from  the  covenants 
of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the 
\voiid.  Ttefe  were  ibme  time  afar  off  from  ea- 
joying  the  privileges  of  the  church ;  and  many  of 
them  lived  in  countries  at  an  immenfe  diftance  fix>m 
the  place  wherein  this  fcene  was  aded,  and  at  pe^ 
riods  very  remote  from  the  time  in  which  Ifaiah  ex- 
<.rcifed  his  miniftry.  Being  now,  however,  brought 
ugh  tu  God,  admitted  to  hear  the  words  of  this  book» 
/       X        ,  and 

♦  £io4.  xviii,  11. 
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and  to  participate  in  the  bleffings  of  the  New  Tefta* 
meat,  they  are  invited  to  attend  to  the  glorious  de- 
monftiations  given  of  the  omnipotence  of  Jehovah; 
in  the  deliverance  of  his  people,  and  the  ddlrudiom 
of  their  enemies.— By  them  that  are  near,  may  be  in- 
tended the  children  of  Ifrael,  who,  by  profelfion, 
were  a  people  near  to  God,  among  whom  his  fervants 
the  prophets  were  immediately  employed,  and  who 
refided  on  the  very  fpot  where  the  fcene  was  aded, 
which  forms  the  fubjed  of  the  prophecy  under  con- 
fideration.  In  this  view  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of 
them,£ph.ii.  17.  where  he  affirms,  that  *  Jefus  Chrift 

•  came  qjid  preached  peace  to  you  that  were  afar  off, 

•  and  to  them  that  were  nigh/  This  call  then  is  di- 
reded  to  all  who  might  either  fee  or  hear  of  this 
wonderful  interpofition  of  Providence,  to  which  our 
Prophet  claims  attention;  that  men  might  thereby  be 
induced  to  give  praife  and  obedience  to  him  that  liv- 
eth  and  reigneth. — Diligently  coMder  tliis  glorious 
work  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  acknowledge  his 
might  in  thofe  terrible  ads  whereby  he  hath  wrought 
the  lalvation  of  his  church,  and  brought  their  per- 
fecutors  to  condign  punilhment.  He  is  mighty  to. 
lave,  and  mighty  to  deftroy ;  he  is  terrible  to  the 
unright^us  and  the  wicked,  whom  he  will  punilh 
with  everlafting  deftrudion  ;  he  is  moft  apaiable  to 
the  good  and  t^e  upright,  who  follow  after  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  who  keep  the  truth,  whom  he  gracioufly 
pioteds,  and  will  eternally,  fave.  Let  us  then  liften- 
to  his  voice,  and  acknowledge  with  veneraripn  and 
awe  his  glorious  power. 

1 4 The  finners  in  Zion  are  afraid;  fear-i 
fijdnels  hath  furprifed  the  hypocrites:  who  a-r* 
mong  us  (hall  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire  ?' 
who  among  us  fhall  dwell  witli  everlafting 
burnings  ?  . 

Having  demanded  attention  from  people  of  every 
defcription,  Ifaiah,  forefeeing  the  impending  judg- 
ments 
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ments  of  God,  delineates  die  terror  and  an^uiih 
which  would  thereby  be  excited  io  the  imgpdly  and 
bypdcritical. — In  the  church  of  God,  which  in  fcrip. 
ture  is  finequently  denominated  Zion,  as  in  the  p^- 
age  before  us,  there  are  two  claffes  of  people  very 
different  from  each  other  j  namely,  the  Upright  and 
the  linner.  Thefe  are  alternately  mentioned  in  this 
chapter;  the  temper  and  deftrudion  of  the  latter» 
the  charadier  and  privileges  of  the  former,  are  con- 
trailed  in  this  and  the  following  verfes.  To  this  in* 
terefting  fubjed  we  ought  carefully  to  apply  our 
minds.  It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  etutrader 
of  finners  in  Zion.  They  depart  from  the  right  paths 
wherein  they  ought  to  walk,  and  come  fhort  of  the 
great  end  at  which  they  ought  to  aim.  Averfe  to 
obey,  and  prone  to  tranfgrefs  the  commandments  of 
Jehovah,  they  are  adlive  and  affiduous  in  doing  iiu* 
quity  and  mifchief.  They  are'obftinately  employed 
in  the  commiffion  of  various  kinds  of  vice,  negleding 
the  duties  which  they  owe  both  to  God  and  man. 
Such  are  the  irreligious,*  the  proud,  the  voluptuous, 
the  ambitious,  the  flanderous,  the  perfidious,  and  the 
covetous. — Hypocrites  endeavour  artfully  to  conceal, 
imder  various  pretexts,  their  depravity  and  wickcd- 
nefs,  and  to  perfonate  a  charader  they  have  no  right 
toiflume,  by  making  a  fhew  of  that  goodnefs  to 
which  they  are  really  averfe.  They  difguife  the  in- 
jurious fentiments  they  entertain  refpe<^ing  the  word, 
the  providence,  and  the  people  of  God;  they  ad  de- 
ceittully  both  toward  God  and  man;  whilft  they  pro- 
fefs  to  know  God,  in  works  they  deny  him,  being  a- 
bominable,  and  to  every  good  work  reprobate.  In 
the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  *  they  appear  beautiful  out- 

•  wardly,  but  within  they  are  full  ot  extortion  and  ex- 

*  ccfs/  People  of  thefe  odious  chara(3:ers  are  frequjsnt- 
ly  and  feverely  threatened  in  fcripture  with  the  mod 
terrible  judgments ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 
that  in  the  immediate  profped  of  theur  execution, 
thcy^  with  their  fellow  finners, 

jir^  ceroid}  fearjulnefs  bath  furprifedtbem.  While 
'    ^  '  '  \mder 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Va.  14.     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAHL  101 

imder  the  influence  of  &tal  fecurity  and  £ilfe  cosifi^ 
deuce,  they  promifed  themfelves  peace  and  fafety  ; 
di&n£i  aiul  danger  flared  them  in  the  face,  they 
were  ftruck  with  forprife ;  fear  and  anguifli  feixed 
upon  thenu  Awful  difplays  exhibited  of  the  divine 
power  and  righteoufhefs,  overwhehned  them  with 
tenor  and  difmay ;  conilemation  and  dread  feized 
upon  them,  left  thofe  calamities  ihould  fuddenly  o* 
vertake  them,  which  they  did  not  exped  or  lay  to 
heart.  Though  formerly  mimoved  by  the  loudeft 
warnings,  and  the  mod  alarming  denunciations  of 
vengeance,  which  founded  in  their  ears,  they  are 
now  awakened  by  a  fenfe  of  impending  danger,  they 
are  horribly  afraid ;  terrors  encompafs  them  as  wa^ 
ten,  and  render  them  amazed  on  every  fide«  How 
"nuierable  beyond  defcription  their  condition!  Di« 
ftrefied  by  the  fervile  debafiiig  pallion  of  fear,  aniing 
from  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  dread  of  punilhment,  and 
incapacity  to  refift;  they  are  tortured  by  the  combi- 
ned effed§  of  timidity  and  furprife,  of  perplexity  and 
hosior.  Fear  that  hath  torment  makes  them  uneafy 
and  rcftlefe,  and  fubje(33  them  to  the  moft  abjed  fer- 
vility  and  defpondency.  The  ftrongeft  man  on  earth 
could  not  have  made  them  quake  fb  terribly  as  did 
this  fear,  when  it  furprifed  and  took  hold  of  them. 
—The  following  woi'ds  forcibly  exprefs  a  deep  fenfe 
of  their  complicated  wickednefs,  and  obnoxioulne&  to 
tbe  juft  judgments  of  the  Almighty. 

Wbo  among  us /ball  dwell  with  the  devouring  fir  el 
&P.  God,  pay  brethren,  is  repeatedly  arlinned  m  the 
fcriptores  of  truth,  to  be  a  *  confuming  fire.'  Mofes, 
when  exhorting  tl^e  Ifra^lites  to  take  heed  left  they 
ihould  forget  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  their  God,  en- 
forces the  caution  by  this  argument,  *  For  the  Lrord 
*  thy  God  is  a  confuming  fire  */  By  the  lame  mo- 
tive, the  writer  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  recom- 
mends reverence  and  godly  fear  in  the  fervice  of 
pod ;  for,  faith  he,  *  Our  God  is  a  confuming  fire  f  / 
pbferve,  that  in  the  former  quotation,  he  to  whom 

this 
♦  ©cutj  iv.  24. ,       f  Hcb.  xii.  29. 
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this  character  16  afcribed  is  called  the  Godoflfrael; 
in  the  latter  our  God,  with  whom  Chriftians  are  inti- 
mately related,  and.  to  whom  they  are  unrefervcdly 
devoted.  The  defcription  indicates  the  confummate 
purity  of  his  nature;  his  fervent  jealoufy  to  maintain 
his  honour  and  glory ;  his  irrefiftible  power,  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  deftrudion  of  the  wicked;  and  his  be- 
nign influemce  in  cherilhing  and  purifying  his  peo- 
ple, whom  he  inflames  with  the  love  rf  his  perfec- 
tions and  glory,  until  in  forfie  meafure  they  become 
like  to  him,  and  are  changed  into  his  image. — ''  Who 

*  can  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire  ?'  The  exclama- 
tion exprefles  the  extreme  terror,  and  the  awful  fenfe 
of  the  infinite  majefty  and  bolinefs  of  Jehovah,  which 
occupied  the  minds  of  thofe  who  fuffered  the  punifh- 
ment  of  their  crimes.  Who  is  able  to  ftand  before 
this  holy  Lord  God,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be- 
hold iniquity  ?  •  Thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath  plea- 

*  fure  in  wickedneis ;  neither  ihail  evil  dwell  with 

*  thee  :  the  foolifli  Ihall  not  (land  in  thy  fight;  thou 

*  hateft  all  workers  of  iniquity  :  thou  flialt  deftroy 
^  them  that  fpeak  leafing ;    the  Lord  will  abhor  the 

*  bloody  and  deceitful  man  *.'  No  objeds  can  be  fo 
ofienfive  to  the  human  fenfes,  as  obilinate  tranfgref- 
fors  are  in  the  fight  of  God;  and  when  thoroughly 
convinced  by  experience  of  this  aSefting  truth,  they 
muft  be  diftrefled  beyond  meafure,  as  is  here  plainly 
intimated. — Surprife  and  dread  of  the  direful  prefa- 
ges  of  endlefs  defpair  and  mifery,  are  ftrongly  mark- 
ed in  the  following  words. 

Wbo  among  usjhall  dwell  with  everlajiing  burnings? 
This  language  proceeds  upon  the  fiippofition,  that 
thofe  who  ufed  it  were  confcious,  that  they  juftly  de- 
ferved  tofufFer  thofe  terrible  divine  judgments,  which 
in  fcripture  are  emphatically  rcprefented  by  fire.* 
The  word  of  God,  not  only  exhibits  the  felicity  and 
joy  of  the  blefled,  by  objeds  the  moft  defirable  and 
pleafing ;  fuch  as  a  marriage  fe^ft,  an  everlafling 
kingdom,  and  an  incorruptible  crown ;   but  it  alfo 
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defcribes,  by  objeds  the  moff  painful  and  horrible, 
the  portion  of  the  iiiiner  and  the  hypocrite ;  -  fiich  as 
the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,  the  lake  of  fire  and 
brimftone,  where  tibe  worm  dieth  not,  smd  the  fire 
is  not  quenched,  and  where  tiv^re  are  weeping,  wail- 
ing, and  gnafhing  of  teeth. — Who  fliaU  dwdl,  i¥ho 
can  abide  in  thefe  burnings,  which  are  everiafting 
without  interruption,  there  being  no  intervals  of  ^e 
or  refpite,  no  mitigation  granted  even  by  benevolence 
itfelf  J  without  end,  not  the  leaft  hope  of  ejfcape  or 
deliverance,  at  the  expiration  of  the  longeftxportion 
of  time  which  human  ability  can  calculate  !  What 
a  dreadful  aggravation  muft  it  be  of  the  mifery  of 
the  wicked,  that  befides  the  pungent  fenfe  which 
they  feel  of  prefent  anguifli,  they  have  fully  in  their 
view  the  dreadful  profpeft  of  its  endlefs  perpetuity," 
which  cannot  foil  to  increafe  beyond  meafure  horror 
^and  defpair.  —Who  ihaQ  dwell  with  eyerlafting  burn- 
ings, where  the  forcible  words  of  the  royal  poet  fhall 
be  verified,  '  The  Almighty  fhall  make  them  as  a 
fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  his  anger,  the  Lord  Ihall 
fwaJlow  them  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  fhall  de- 
vour them* ;'  where  the  «nguifh  of  defpair,  the  tor- 
ment of  incenfed  wrath,  the  agony  of  keen  remorfe, 
and  the  fury  of  impetuous  defires  fhall  continually 
vex  and  diflrefs  th^m. — ^A  prudent  man  forefeeth  the 
evil,  and  hideth  himfelf ;  but  the  limple  pafs  on  and 
are  punifhed.  If  you  are  indeed  wife  and  prudent, 
you  will  folicitoufly  look  forward  to  the  evils  threaten- 
ed againft  the  finner  and  the  hypocrite;  and  realizing 
their  approaching  mifery,you  will  have  inunediate  re- 
courfe  to  him  who  is  a  refuge  from  the  mofl  tremendous 
definition ;  you  will  be  armed  againfl  the  aflaults  ot 
temptation,  and  you  will  feel  the  mofl  powerful  in- 
citements to  adore  the  rich  grace  that  difpofed  you 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  yoi^r  infinite 
obligations  to  the  Saviour,  who  plucked  you  as  brands 
out  of  the  burning. — If  you  ^e  fimple,  fecure,  and 
inconfiderate  about  your  future  fafety ;  be  inflruded 
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that  fuch.  tein{»er  and  condud  increafes  your  dan* 
ger,  and  aft^  the  warnings  you  have  received^ 
your  mifciy  mull  be  greatly  augmented.  If  a* 
ny  argumesit  can  have  influence  to  flop  your  pro* 
gre&  in  the  career  of  iniquity,  it  is  thatiuggefted  by 
die  words  we  have  been  confidering#  The  tendet 
endearments  of  divine  love,  the  amiable  beauties  of 
true  hdinefs^  the  glorious  felicity  of  the  redeemed 
from  among  men,  are  too  refined  and  too  fublime  to 
operate  on  fenfual  affeAions,  and  to  make  im* 
preiJion  on  obdurate  hearts.  But  if  everlafling  burn* 
ings  are  ferioully  thought  of  and  belieyed,  they  mufl 
found  an  alarm  in  your  ears,  and  deter  you  from  the 
ways  of  evil  men,  that  lead  to  deflrudlion. 

15  He  that  walketh  righteoufly,  andfpeak- 
cth  uprightly  ;  he  that  defpifeth  the  gain  of 
oppreffions,  that  fhaketh  his  hands  from  hold* 
ing  of  bribes,  that  lloppeth  his  ears  from  hear- 
ing of  blood,  and  (hutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing 
evil; 

In  the  vindication  of  the  divine  procedure,  bmught 
forward  by  our  Prophet,  he  Ihews  that  God  is  not 
only  terrible  to  the  evil,  but  that  he  is  amiable  and 
good  to  the  upright  and  the  jufl*  Though  highly 
exalted  above  all  blelEng  and  praife,  yet  he  demands 
homage,  and  fervice  from  men  j  and  thofe  who  are 
holy  and  righteous,  he  admits  to  intimate  intercourfc 
with  him,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  mofl  glorious  pri- 
vileges*  The  peculiar  charader,  therefore,  of  thofe . 
who  are  honoured  vnth  thefe  diflinguifhing  preroga- 
tives, and  the  eminent  virtues  of  which  they  ai^ 
polTefled,  are  accurately  delineated.  In  the  following 
ftridures  of  the  citizen  c£  Zion,  in  whole  heart  are 
fown  the  feeds  of  every  virtue,  there  is  an  obvious 
allufion  to  the  feveral  members  of  the  human  body, ; 
which  by  ungodly  ipen,  are  yielded  as  fervants  of 
imrighteoufnels  unto  fin,  and  which  are  employed 
by  the  fervants  oi  the  Mofl  High  in  the  manner  here: 
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Qxdfied.-^Hr  thai  tvalkeih  rigbteeufty^  or  in  righte^ 
oo&efles,  as  the  Hebrew  word  denotes*  This  is  not 
fliefdlj  an  occafional  exercife,  in  which  he  engages 
in  finoe  extraMdinary  feaibhs^  but  the  daily  practice 
ID  which  he  k  affiduoufly  employed  at  dU  times,  in 
sH  places,  and  in  eveiy  condition.  His  temper  and 
coi^iid  is  fignificantly  exprelled  by  a  regular  prch 
gieffive  ccHitmued  courfe  of  righteous  adions.  Soli- 
citous to  render  unto  all  their  due ;  he  gives  unto 
God,  the  things  that  ars  God's ;  that  reverence  and 
bve,  that  homage  and  confidence,  that  fubmiflion 
and  obedience,  which  he  juftly  demands :  he  gives 
mto  men  in  their  feveral  capacities  and  ftations, 
what  belongs  to  them^  according  to  the  laws  (^equity 
and  meicy.  By  works  of  righteoufhefs  of  every  kind, 
he  demonftrates  fubjedion  to  the  divine  authority, 
the  refi&ude  of  his  difpofitions,  his  conformity  to  the 
example  of  God  who  loveth  righteoufnefs,  and  his 
imidkbli  attachment  to  whatfoever  things  are  juft, 
hoaeft,  virtuous,  and  of  good  report. — The  next 
xneaticmed  trait  in  this  charafter  is, 

He  fftairtb  uprightly ^  or  as  the  word  fignifies, 
uprightnefies.  This  amiable  condud  is  diametrically 
oppofite  to  that  deteftable  diffimulation  which  is  of- 
ten pia£ti&d  by  men  df  the  worlds  There  are  not 
a  few  whom  the  prophet  David  thus  defcribes, '  the 
« words  of  whofe  mouths  are  fmoother  than  butter, 
'  but  war  is  in  their  heart ;  whofe  words  are  fofter 
*  than  oil,  yet  are  they  drawn  fwords  */  There  are 
fime,  of  whom  Solomon  faith,  *  they  diflemble  with 
'  their  lips,  and  lay  up  deceit  within  them;  when  they 
'fpeak,  believe  them  not ;  for  there  are  feven  abomi- 
•nations  in  then:  hearts.'  To  fuch  defingenuity,  the 
pafon  that  Ihall  dwell  on  high,  forms  a  complete 
contnift.  Havmg  received  the  truth  in  the  love  of 
St,  that  he  may  be  iaved,  he  fpeaketh  the  truth  in 
his  heart ;  he  b^kbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor 
doeth  evil  unto  his  neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  re* 
pmach  againft  his  neighbour.     Detefting  every  fpe- 
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dies  of  fraud  and  falacy,  he  is  unbiafied  by  intereft^ 
affcftion,  or  prejudice ;  firmly  attached  to  integrity 
and  truth,  he  is  fair  and  candid  in  all  his  words  and 
anions.  With  fiinplicity  and  godly  fincerity  he  ex- 
prei]fes  his  real  fentiments,  and  reprefents  the  fubjedt 
of  his  di&ourfe  with  undiflembled  regard  to  truth 
and  juftice* 

He  de/pi/etb  the  gain  ofeppreffi$m.  He  abhors  the 
advantages  that  may  be  acquired  by  rigorous  impo- 
iitions,  iniquitous  exadions,  and  extravagant  demands 
upon  thofe  who  are  incapable  of  makmg  refiftance^ 
whofe  prefent  circumftances  render  them  an  eafy 
prey  to  avarice  and  cruelty.  Though  fome  may 
imagine,  that  by  means  of  ftem  authority  and  vio- 
lence, they  ihall  get  much  wealth  and  opulence;  the 
perfon  here  defcribed  holds  in  deteftation  the  advan- 
tages, obtained  by  tyranny  and  injuftice.  In  his  heart 
he  contemns  the  acquifirions  made  by  extortion  and 
hardfhips  impofed  on  his  fellow  men,  who  are  reluc- 
tantly obliged  by  force  to  fubmit.  In  the  words  of 
David,  '  he  trufls  not  in  oppreffion,  and  beccnnes 

*  not  vain  in  robbery :  if  riches  increafe,  he  fets  not 

*  his  heart  upon  them  *.* 

Tbatjhaketh  his  bands  from  b$lding  of  bribes.  As 
he  does  not  defraud  his  fellow-citizens  in  his  civil 
tranfadions ;  fo  if  he  adis  in  a  judicial  capacity,  as  a 
magiftrate  or  judge,  he  difcovers  inflexible  regard  to 
equity  and  impartial  juftice.  Bribes,  compenfations 
for  iniquitous  prances,  are  o&red  and  accepted,  in 
order  to  alter  or  pervert  the  fentiments  of  thofe  to 
whom  is  committed  the  diilribution  of  judgment.  This 
abominable  pradtice  is  ftridly  prohibited  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord.    Thus  faith  the  fupreme  JLegiflator,  ^  'thou 

*  fhalt  take  no  gift;  for  the  gift  blindeth  the  wife,  and 

*  perverteth  the  words  of  the  righteous  f/  If  a  bribe  is 
pefled  upon  him  who  walketh  righteoufly,  he  rejeds 
It  with  difdain ;  and  to  exprefs  his  deteftation  of  fuch 
offers,  and  his  inflexible  integrity,  he  fhakes  his  hands 
firom  holding  them.    Gifts  of  liberality,  of  acknow^ 

ledgment^ 
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Je^gment,  of  friendfhip,  of  charity,  he  will  cheerfully 
ffjc  or  receive ;  but  donations  intended  to  corrupt, 
or  dehy  the  diftribution  of  th^t  juftice  which  God 

I      hath  exprefsly  commanded  and  exemplified,  he  re« 

!      fiifes  with  abhorrence. 

Tbaiftoppetb  bis  ^artfram  bearing  of  blood.  Blood 
may  here  fignify  thofe  languinary  crimes  which  are 
perpetrated  through  hatred  or  the  love  of  filthy  lucre ; 
by  die  commiifion  whereof  blood  is  ihed,  and  the  pu* 
mfiiment  of  death  is  incurred.  Some  people  are  fo 
exceed^gly  active  in  atrocious  wickedne&  of  this  fort, 
that  to  them  may  be  applied  the  words  c^  the  infpi- 
red  jmphet  and  apoftle,  *  their  feet  are  fwift  to  fhed 
•  bloDd ;  in  their  ways  are  deftrudion  and  mifery  *.' 
Suchperibiis  frequently  fpeak  of  their  cruel  murder- 
em  ex^otts,  whereby  they  difcover  the  malignity  of 
their  difpofitions,  they  excite  an  inhuman,  revenge- 
ful temper  in  others,  that  they  wifh  woidd  cail  in 
their  Jot  among  them.  From  this  horrible  wieked- 
nds,  he  that  fpeaketh  uprightly  difcovers  the  utmofi: 
averfion.  If  at  any  time  fuch  odious  topics  of  con- 
veriation  are  introduced,  he  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
difeourfe,  which  in  his  heart  he  detefts.  This  part  of 
the  portrait  is  drawn  by  a  mafterly  hand  f,  *  They 
'  fpeak  miichievous  things,  ^nd  imagine  deceits  all 
'  die  day  long :  but  I  as  a  deaf  man  heard  not,  and 
vas  a  dumb  man  that  openeth  not  his  mouth:  thus 
^  I W98  as  a  man  diat  heareth  not,*  ^c. 

AMdJbtateib  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil.  The  eyes 
and  ^e  ears  are  the  avenues  whereby  thofe  objedb 
approach  the  mind,  that  powerfully  operate  on  the 
corrupt  palfions  of  mankind.  Senfible  of  the  dan-> 
gersaixfing  fix>m  thefe  quarters,  the  upright  man 
turns  away  his  eyes  from  beholding  fin  and  vanity* 
Afraid  of  catching  the  contagion  of  evil,  and  deteft* 
ing  eveiy  fidfe  and  wicked  way,  he  carefully  avoids 
the  temptations  that  might  feduce  him  into  tranfgref-^ 
ftm.  Left  by  viewing  the  vices  of  other  people  he 
fnight  be  induced  to  imitate  them,  or  feem  to  feel 

any 
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any  meofore  of  fttkfii^Qn  from  iliem,  he  fliiuu  uiW 
necelTary  intet!c:<Hurie  with  the  ppofane,  %tkd  looks  iiot 
en  their  iU  conduft  but  with  difguft  ftiid  avcrfiou- 
He  entereth  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked ;  he 
goeth  not  in  the  w^y  of  evil  men ;  he  avoideth  it ; 
turrieth  fr(»!i  it,  and  j^a^th  away<--Such,  my  bre- 
ihren,  is  the  excelfcnt  charadef  and  good  ccMiduftof 
the  man,  to  whom  the  promifes  recorded  in  the  fdU 
lowing  verfes  flail  be  fidfilled"  Diligently  comp»« 
your  charadler  and  condud,  with  the  unerring  ftan- 
dard  now  held  up  to  view ;  and  from  impartial  exa% 
iciinati<m,  you  may  learn  if  you  have  rig^t  to  expeA 
the  enjoyment  of  the  precious  bleffings  which  I  jm»» 
teed  to  unfdd. 

1 6  He  ihall  dwell  on  high :  his  place  of  de^ 
fence  Jhall  ke  the  munitions  of  rocks  :  bread 
fliall  be  given  him ;  hig  y^ttn  Jhall  be  fure. 

In  this  and  the  verfes  which  fanmediatdy  follow, 
the  peculiar  privileges  are  fpepified,  which  Ihall  be 
enjoyed  by  tfaoTe  who  pofiefs  the  cbarafler  above  de*. 
lineated. — In  this  pmefit  life,  he  ihall  be  elevated 
from  a  low  deprefied  condition,  to  a  high  and  emi« 
lient  flation,  wherein  he  ihall  mherit  the  moft  ho^ 
nourable  prerogatives ;  ailoption  into  God's  fiuniiy  ^ 
ddightful  intercouiie  with  him ;  the  prote^cm  of 
his  providence ;  with  eveiy  thing  reqqilite  to  digni- 
fy and  felicitate  the  man,  on  whom  God  is  pleafed  to 
confer  the  marks  of  his  &vour.  In  the  heave&ly 
World  he  ihall  be  exalted  to  the  immediate  prefence 
of  the  Moft  High  God,  where  he  ihall  enjoy  the  moft 
fuUime  happineis,  with  glory,  honour,  and  immoitii- 
lity.  There  he  ihall  have  his  fixed,  perpetual  refi- 
dence  in  petfed  tranquility  and  fecuiity,  ^e  £rom 
all  mcdeilation  and  danger,  fitting  together  with  Jdfns 
Chrifl:  in  heavenly  places.  Wicked  men  are  fi^m^imes 
raifed  up  on  Ugh,  and  advanced  to  ilations  of  en»- 
hence,  fkmi  whence  they  are  in  a  mcofnent  bitmgfat 
ktp  defolation ;  whereas  he  that  walketh  righteouf- 
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Ijr,  Iwriiig  reached  the  higfaeftpnmacledFhoiioiBv 
Aall  never  be  dqgraded;  but  iludl  abide  for  erer 
inch  his  Sariour  and  Ixsd,  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
majdftjr  on  high. 

His  flacet^ defence  jhall  be  ibe  munitmu  cf  rocks. 
Some  people  attain  to  diilingaiihed  dignitj,  who  are 
fUiaUe  to  pieferve  themfelves  in  poflefiion  of  the  high 
iatian,  fiom  which  they  axe  unexpededly  and  fi^^ 
denfy^piecipitated.  It  is  not  fo  with  him  that  fpeak- 
«th  uprightly,  who  is  exalted,  mst  only  to  a  lofty,  but 
to  a  fecwe  fituation.  The  defeqce  with  which  he  is 
e&OQU^Nified  is  ftrmg  and  impregnable ;  on  which 
iajte  po^er  cannot  make  any  impreflioa.  Qt  all 
^luM  of  itrength  and  iafety,  thofe  are  the  moft  fe^ 
core  and  mvineible,  which  thi  powers  k£  nature  and 
an  have  comhiiied  to  fortify*  Large  rocks  advan* 
tageoofly  fttuated,  v^ukuly  comieded,  and  well  fe* 
ciued,  am  joftly  reckoned  to  form  the  ftiongeft  &r* 
tnsfles,  to  which  peifons  can  betake  th^nfelves 
&rfiifety.  They  bid  defiance  ^o  th^  moil  terrible 
^nas ;  the  moft  furious  afiautts  of  enemies  cannot 
iBSke  impicfflon  upon  them ;  much  lefs  overthrow 
theia.  {n  reference  therefore  to  the  Ihelter  they  af- 
fi»i,  the  omnipotent  protet^on  of  Jehovah  is  pro- 
fiaofed  to  the  upright,  who  are  furrounded  by  thoie 
iaimoveaMe  bulwarks,  which  created  power  cannot 
deftpoy,  xmr  die  ftiongeft  engines  overturn.  They 
liek^  to  the  incorruptible  inheritance  referved  in 
beaiMifM  tbem,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  through 
ftftb  wto  falvatioD* 

Brmd  foall  given  him  ;  bis  waters  Jhall  be  Jure. 
ft«ad  and  vrater  fbmetsmes  denote  all  the  proviiion 
^isneoeffiuytofupport  thisprefentliie;  at  other 
Anes  they  fipufy  thofe  fpiiicual  comforts,  which  are 
n^iifite  to  maintain  and  cheiiih  the  fpiritual  life 
pei^Sbd  by  the  upright  among  men.  The  promiie 
MSgm  us  may  be  coididered  as  comprehending  both 
(cofes,  and  the  import  of  it  may  be  thus  ftated.  The 
Giver  of  all  good  fhall  grant  to  him  that  waUceth 
|%h^ufly,all.thefbpd  and  raiment  that  are  neceflk* 
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Tj  to  fupport  his  Aatyfal  lile»  whilft  God  hath  any 
fervice  for  him  to  perform  on  earth.  Though  ht 
may  pot  enjoy  the  plenty  and  variety  of  the  good 
things  (£  this  world,  with  which  fome  are  &yotured ; 
he  iball  have  all  that  infinite  wifilom  feerpcoper  for 
his  fuftenance  and  comfort.  He  ihall  al£>  give  him 
the  bread  and  watet  of  life,  to  nomiih  and  fuftain,  to 
refrefli  and  iolace  the  divine  life  of  which  he  is  made 
partaker:  in  confequence  whereof  it  fhall  be  prefer- 
ved  and  invigorated.  Whatever  obftrudibna  may 
ieem  to  lie  in  the  way  of  the  accompUfhment  of  th^ 
declaration,  they  fhall.  either  be  removed  or  fur^ 
mounted.  Whatever  may  be  precarbus,  this  fhall 
be  certain,  and  may  be  depended  upon,  that  he  whde 
character  is  above  defcribed,  fhall  be  blefled  with  ne* 
cei&ry  temporal  and  fpiritual  provifion.  In  this  pre* 
fent  ftate,  as  far  as  confii^ent  with  the  viciffitij^es^ 
the  temptations,  and  troubles  conneded  with  it,  he 
fhall  receive  in  anfwer  to  his  prayers,  the  acconq>lifh«' 
ment  of  this  ^thful  proniife.  And  in  the  celeftial 
W(M:ld,  where  that  which  is  perfed  fhall  come,  he 
fhall  ei^oy  its  full  comj^etion,  to  his  everlaftkg  con* 
folation  and  joy.-r'If  you  enquire  to  what  period  the 
prophecy  recorded  in  the  preceding  veries  refers,  and 
when  it  received  its  fulfilment  ?  I  anfwer,  that  it  was 
remarkably  verified  in  the  times  of  the  Maccabees, 
when  Jehovah  difplayed  his  righteoufi^fs,  by  fhiking 
terror  into  the  enemies  of  his  people,  and  confummg 
them  in  wrath ;  whilf|  his  fervants  were  exalted  to 
honour,  to  fafety,  and  plenty.  .  Hien  he  honoured 
them,  with  thofe  aftimifliing  vidoriesand  triumphs 
over  their  potent  adverfaries,  the  renown  of  which 
hath  reached  the  moft  diftant  countries,  and  the  moft 
remote  ages.  This  primary  accon^liflunent  ought 
to  encourage  the  chiurch  of  God  to  exped  the  rar^ 
ther  fulfilment  of  thefe  predidions,  untu  they  receive 
their  full  crimpletion  in  the  overthrow  of  the  wicked, 
and  the  final  falvation  of  the  righteous. 

1 7  Thine  eyes  fM  fee  the  Iwgng  m  his  beau-  - 
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ty:  tbey  fludl  behold  the  land  that  is  very  far 
off. 

ibving  exhibited  his  defence  of  the  re&itude  of 
the  divine  procedure,  our  Prophet  goes  on,  accordmg 
to  fais  ufual  pnidice,  to  narrate  in  beautiful  figura^ 
ti?e  language,  ibme  of  the  pecvdiar  prerogatives  to 
be  enjoyed  by  the  church  after  their  deliverance. — 
The  Lord  God,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  king  of  whom  it  is 
promi&d,*  that  the  eyes  of  the  upright  ihall  behold, 
m  vham  the  church  is  introduced  triumphing,  at  the 
sad  TG&,  *  The  Lord  is  our  judge,  the  Lord  is  our 
'  kw-giver,  the  Lord  is  our  king ;  he  will  fave  us/ 
He  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King,  above  all  gods ; 
the  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invifible;  the  bleiled 
andonlj  Potentate,  who  gives  the  moft  illuftrious 
dxfplays  of  majefty  and  grandeur.  Earthly  monarchs 
aie  Ihort  lived ;  and  death  foon  obliges  them  to  re* 
fign  their  ibvereign  authority.  He  is  an  everl^ing 
Kmgf  who&  dominion  is  thrmighout  all  generations, 
llicy  rely  on  their  fubje<3s  for  the  fupport  of  their 
royal  dignity.  He  depends  not  upon  the  creatures 
he  hath  made,  for  the  glory,  honour,  and  pow- 
er^  which  he  unchangeably  poflefles.  They  require 
wMe  counfellors,  to  advife  them  in  the  adminiftration 
of  government.  Wifdom  and  counfel  are  his,  of 
whom  it  is  written.  Who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the 
Lori,  or  who  hath  been  his  counfellor  ?  They  may 
be  ds&dent  in  ability  to  execute  the  purpofes  they 
have  fismed.  By  his  onmipotence  he  rules  in  the 
amucs  of  heaven,  and  over  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth ;  being  able  to  fubdue  all  things  to  himfelf« 
Tbey  are  little  acquabted  with  what  pafles  in  focie- 
tics  thfoughout  their  kingdoms.  He  perfedly  knows 
the  afiedion  and  obedience,  the  difaffedtion  and  dif- 
lojatey  of  every  individual  through  the  wide  ex- 
teat  of  his  empire.  They  are  dreiied  in  coftly  and 
fplendid  apparel,  and  decked  with  ornaments.  He 
is  clothed  with  garments  of  falvation,  and  the  robe 
ef  xighteou£nefs,.and  is  ckul  with  zeal  as  with  a  cloke. 

Their 
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Their  thrones,  their  iceptres,  and  thieir  crowns,  are 
made  of  perifhing  materials,  which  ere  long  decay 
and  are  loft.  His  throne  eftabliflied  in  the  heavens 
is  for  ever,  his  fceptre  is  of  rightfiXMt&e&,  and  lie  is 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour.  Their  attendants 
area&w  frail  dying  creatures,  diftiqgiiiihed  from 
tiiofe  around  them  by  fbme  external  badges  of  ho^ 
nour«  Ten  thouiand  times  ten  ^odand,  multitudes 
which  no  man  can  number,  of  angels  and  fidnts,  av 
~  compa&  his  celeftial  thtone,  and  execute  his*  pleafure^ 
Their  treafures  are  focmfpent,  and  their  jewels  aretar^ 
xuifaed  or  loft  through  length  of  time.  BQstreafuresarc 
inexhauftible ;  and  not  one  of  his  faints,  who  are  his 
jewels,  fliall  ever  be  loft  or  grow  dim  with  age;  but 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father  they  fhall  Ihhie  as 
the  fun  in  the  firmament.  Their  empires  are  bounds 
cd  by  territories  belonging  to  other  ftates,  to  which 
their  authority  cannot  reach.  His  dominion  is  from 
fea  to  fea ;  Ins  kingdom  ruleth  over  all:  all  his  crea« 
tures  ad  imder  hxm,  even  the  moft  exalted  are  ac« 
coimtable  to  him  for  the  govemment  with  whiph 
they  are  entrufted.  What  a  high  privilege,  then,  to 
behold  this  glorious  Prince 

In  bis  beauty  /  The  beauty  that  is  admired  among 
the  human  kind,  confifts  in  elegant  features,  in  a 
'fine  comple^on,  in  which  the  loveliefl  colours  are 
fweetly  blended,  in  a  becoming  proportk>n  of  parti 
handiomely  adjufted,  that  are  all  complete,  none  of 
them  deficient  or  redimdant,  ncme  of  them  artificial, 
but  every  one  neat,  natural,  and  genuine.  Though, 
INTOperly  fpeaking,  beauty  is  a  relative  term  that  be-^ 
longs  to  perfons  and  things  material,  it  is  afcribed  to 
God  who  is  a  fpirit,  in  a  fenfe,  fomewhat  difierent 
from  that  in  which  it  is  attributed  to  any  of  the  hu* 
man  fpecies.  The  blefled  God,  who  indEnitdy  pof^ 
{tSts  every  amiable  excellency,  and  &txn  wh(Hii  pro* 
ceeds  all  that  is  lovely  in  the  univerfe,  muft  himfelf  b€ 
adorned  with  the  mott  exquifite  beauty.  The  fplen- 
dor  of  the  cdcftial  orbs,  the  variety  of  the  flowers,  and 
fruits  of  the  field;  the  attitf^ve  cotnelineis  conf|a- 
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cuous  in  fome  of  the  human  race,  is  formed  by  his 
benevolent  hand ;  in  whom  is  concentered  the  fvveet- 
eft  aflemblage  of  every  divine  perfedion.  In  liim, 
they  all  Ihine  forth  with  the  brighteft  luftre,  without 
any  fuperfluity  or  deficiency.  He  is  confummately 
righteous,  yet  full  of  compaffion ;  he  is  perfedlly 
holy,  yet  rich  in  mercy ;  he  is  fupreme  in  majefty, 
yet  infinitely  gracious  j  wifdom,  power,  and  faithful- 
nels,  with  every  glorious  attribute  that  can  excite 
admirarion  and  love,  are  united  in  the  fupreme  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth.  Iii  the  various  important  cha- 
radlers  he  fuftains,  he  a6ls  with  the  mod  endearing 
condefcenfion  and  approved  fidelity,  affiduoufly  per- 
forming every  office  and  duty  that  love  can  dilate. 
With  what  confummate  wifdom  doth  he  inilrudl  his 
children ;  with  what  exquifite  Ikill  doth  he  heal  their 
diflempers ;  with  what  invincible  power  doth  he  pro- 
ted  them ;  with  what  infuperable  ardour  and  pa- 
tience doth  he  accomplilh  their  redemption ;  and 
with  what  tender  compaffion  doth  he  continue  to 
feed  his  flock!  Here  then  is  unfullied  beauty  in  per- 
fon  and  charafter  mod  happily  conjoined  ;  which, 
properly  contemplated  by  the  enlightened  mind,  cap- 
tivates the  heart,  and  affords  the  higheft  gratification 
of  which  human  nature  is  capable  in  its  moft  exalted 
ilate. — ^This  glorious  King,  the  upright  fball  behold, 
when  he  appears  in  awful  majefty,  difplaying  his 
righteoufhefs,  power,  and  grace,  in  the  prefervation 
of  his  church,  and  the  execution  of  terrible  ven- 
geance upon  their  enemies.  They  fhall  fee  his  power 
and  glory  in  the  fandluary ;  becaufe  his  loving  kind- 
nefs  is  better  than  life,  their  lips  fhall  praife  him ;  and 
hereafter  they  fhallfee  his  face  in  righteoufpefs,and  fhall 
be  fatisfied  with  his  Jikenefs.— Let  us  unite  in  requeft 
with  the  patriarch  and  prophet  David,  exprefTed  in  thefc 
w^ords,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  *  One  thing  have  I  defired  of 

*  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feek  after;  that  I  may  dwell  in 

*  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  be- 

*  hold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his 

*  temple.*    Then  fhall  we  have  reafon  to  exclaim  in 

Vol.  in.  P  the 
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the  words  of  the  prophet  Zechariah,  *  How  great  h 

•  his  goodnefs,  how  great  is  bis  beauty  *  ?  atid  to  a- 
dopt  the  Words  of  the  queen  of  Shebah  to  kmg  Solo- 
mon,  *  Behold  the  oqe  half  was  not  told  me ;  thy 
'  wifdom  and  glory  exceedeth  the  feme  that  1  heatd 
i  — happy  are  thefe  thy  fervan^s  that  ftand  continu- 

•  ally  before  thee  f  / 

Theyjhatl  behold  the  land  that  is  very  fat  tff.  k% 
a  happy  confequence  of  thefobftantial  vidories  which 
the  Jews  were  to  obtain  over  their  adverfaries,  when 
Jehovah  eminently  appeared  for  their  defence,the  up- 
right among  them,  wno  lived  at  the  time  I&iah  had  in 
View,  w^re  to  fee  theh-  territories  extended  to  very  te- 
mote  places  of  the  country,  formerly  occupied  by  their 
enemies  the  Philiftines,the  Moabites,  and  the  Syrians. 
Though  this  feems  to  be  the  literal  import  of  the 
words,  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  yet  their 
fpiritual  meaning  chiefly  demands  our  attention.  The 
Hebrew  word  rendered  very  far  off,  may  denote 
either  the  great  extent, .  or  the  vaft  diftance  of  the 
land  that  is  herd  intended  from  the  place  wherein 
our  Prophet  exercifed  his  miniftry.  The  land  of 
Canaan,  which  God  gave  to  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael 
for  an  inheritance,  afforded  a  fignificant  emblem  of 
the  land  of  uprightnefs,  into  which  by  his  good 
Spiiit,  he  condudls  all  his  true  Ifrael,  after  having 
delivered  them  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and 
led  them  through  the  wildernefs  of  this  world.  This 
heavenly  and  better  country,  juftly  merits  the  de- 
fcription  here  given.  It  is  exceedingly  extenfive,  if 
\ve  form  our  opinion  by  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  it  is  tranfcendantly  beautiful,  being  emiched 
by  the  pure  river  of  the  water  of  life  ;  bleffed  with 
the  tree  of  Ufe,  Which  bears  twelve  manner  of  fruits  ; 
and  adorned  with  the  holy  city,  the  new  Jerufalem  ; 
none  of  whofe  citizens/hall  ever  fay,  I  am  uck.  There 
is  alfo  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  where  his 
fervants  Ihall  ferve  him,  and  they  ftiall  fee  his  face. — 
This  land  is  alfo  very  far  off,  lituated  at  an  immenfe 
diftance  from  this  eaith  ;  men  know  but  Utile  of  its 

con- 

*  Zcch.  ix.  17.         f  I  Kings  x.  7.  etfcq. 
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coQfiHmoate  espeellence  and  glory ;  few  xnaintain  in-. 
tims^  regular  cprrefpon4enae  with  its  gl<^ojU3  inha- 
bitwt$t  though  they  are  themfelves  profelleidly  tra- 
veliiog  thither. — ^This  4iftant  land,  tne  eyes  pf  the 
i^hteoua  fhall  behold.  Mofes  having  gone  up  by 
divine  command  to  the  top  of  Pifgah,  the  Lord 
(hewed  him  the  land  whic^  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  were 
to  inherit,  and  cauTed  him  to  fee  it  with  his  eyes. 
la  like  manner,  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  fhall  be- 
liemigly  contez^plate  the  heavenly  country,  of  which 
Can^aQ  was  a  fhadow  and  typ^,  to  the  full  enjoy* 
peQt  whereof  they  ihaU  in  due  time  be  admitted. — 
Wkh  tbia  pleafant  profped  fully  iij  our  view,  let  us 
^gently  imiH'ove  the  advant;^ge$  we  poflefs,  for  af- 
fitting  o^  faith,  and  animating  our  endeavours  in  pref- 
fing  after  thofe  things  which  are  above.  And  let  u& 
eameftiy  pe^y  for  the  illumination  of  our  minds,  that 
we  may  become  better  acquaipted  with  the  riches  of 
the  glory  q{  the  inheritance  in  the  faints. — At  the 
znenKmble  period  wherein  JehQvah  went  forth  tQ 
fight  wkh  the  nations  that  came  to  battle  againll  Jcr 
ru&Iem»  be  wa$  ieenin  his  glory  and  majelly,  as  the 
Jjord  of  hoft^,  working  wonderful  deliverance  for  his 
peculiar  peoi^e,  who  beheld  their  territories  greatly 
fxt^nded,  ^d  their  poiFeffions  fpread  far  and  wide  *, 
And  as  tbe  temporal  ben^fit^  conferred  upon  the 
church  of  old,  reprefented  the  Spiritual  bleflings  en- 
joyed by  the  fubjecls  of  IVfiifiahi  this  predidion  hath 
its  moie  full  accomplifliment,  by  their  beholding  the 
glory  of  God  ihining  in  the  fecc  of  Jefus  ChriH,  the 
umita  of  his  kingdom  enlarged,  and  by  their  looking 
^xward  to  tli^  completion  of  their  felicity  i»  the  Zioa 
that  is  abov«. 

1 8  Thine  heart  fhall  meditate  tepor  ; 
WJiere  is  the  fcribe  ?  where  is  the  receiver  ? 
where  is  he  that  counted  the  towers  ?.,... 

Fiea&nt  fenfations  arifmg  from  the  enjoyment  of 

what 
♦  Sec  I  Mac.  XIV.  6, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  x6  LECTtFRES  ok  the     Chap.  XXXHI. 

what  is  agreeable,  are  much  increafe^  by  the  recol- 
leftion  of  paft  difquietudes  and  troubles.  Every  one 
of  the  upnght  fervants  of  God,  according  to  this  pre* 
didion,  was  attentively  to  call  to  lemembrance  the 
awful  difplays  which  the  Almighty  had  given  of  his 
power,  righteoufnefs,  and  mercy,  in  the  overthrow 
of  their  enemies,  contrary  to  all  human  expectation. 
Each  of  them  would  ferioufly  confider,  with  furprife 
and  gratitude,  the  terrible  judgments  of  God,  where- 
by the  church  was  extricated  from  the  forlorn  cala- 
mitous ftate,  to  which  they  had  been  reduced  by  their 
formidable  adverf^ries;  even  when  the  moft  intelli* 
gent  fubtle  reafoners  concluded  their  ruin  to  be  ine- 
vitable. Refledling  on  fhis  fubjed,  the  man  of  God 
was  to  exclaim  with  vehemence,  Where  is  the  fcribe, 
the  learned  doftor  ?  renowned  for  wifdom  and  eru- 
dition, who  is  acquainted  with  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets, whofe  bufinefs  is  to  teach  in  the  fynagogue, 
to  decide  in  the  fanhedrin,  and  to  communicate  in- 
ftrudion  both  to  church  and  ftate. — ^Where  is  the  re- 
ceiver or  weigher  ?  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  tranilated 
in  the  margin  of  fpme  bibles,  who  is  employed  in 
dehberating,  confulting,  and  determining  matters  re- 
quiring nice  difcuffion,  whether  of  lefs  moment^  or 
greater  importance,  refpedling  the  providence  and 
.the  law  of  God.-r— Where  is  he  that  counted  the  tow- 
ers, who  was  engaged  in  reckoning  the  citadels  and 
fortrefles  which  were  poflefled  by  his  countrymen^ 
deemed  of  confiderable  confequence  ;  or  in  number- 
ing and  arranging  the  arguments  whereby  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  refpeoiing  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
kingdom  were  fupported  and  defended  ?  Where  are 
the  perfons  of  thefe  defcriptions,  whofe  fentiments 
in  relation  to  the  church  now  appear  to  have  been 
ill  fovindecf . 

To  the  words  before  us,  the  Apoftle  Paul  alludes, 
I  Cor.  i.  20.  when  ihewing  that  men  of  the  greateft 
abilities,  and  moft  extenfive  learning,  cannot  by  their 
natural  fagacity  comprehend  the  iublime  dodhines 
pf  the  goipel,  and  therefore  rejedl  them  with  con- 
tempt. 
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tempt  Where  (faith  he)  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the 
fcribe  ?  where  is -the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  Where 
arc  thefe  men,  they  are  not  employed  in  the  mini* 
ftry  ci  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
MvatiiKi.  What  better  have  people  become  in  prin- 
ciple and  pradice  by  their  inftruftions  ?  Where  are 
the  ftrong  arguments  they  have  adduced  againft  the 
gdpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Are  they  not  all  vain  lophifms, 
which  difcover  egregious  folly  and  inveterate  preju- 
dices ?  Their  fall'e  maxims  have  been  rejeded,  and 
th«ir  plauiible  objeflions  anfwered.  Hatii  not  God 
made  foolifli  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  both  by  his 

I  providence  and  his  word  ? — Let  us  often  call  to  mind 
thofe  terrible  things  in  rightebufnefs,  which  the  God 
of  ialvation  hath  done  in  anfwer  to  the  prayers  of  his 
people,  that  thereby  our  faith  may  be  confimied,  our 
fears  difpelled,  and  our  hope  in  the  divine  power  and 

*       merey  eftabiifhed. 

I  19  Thou  fhalt  not  fee  a  fierce  people,  a  peo-- 

pie  of  adeeper  fpeech  than  thou  canlt  perceive ; 
of  a  ftammering  tongue,  that  tbou  cariji  not  un- 
derfland. 

Another  benefit  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  church  of 
God  after  their  deliverance  from  thraldom,  is  fpeci- 
I       ficd  in  thefe  words.— They  were  not  to  be  difturbed 
I       tir  diftieiied  by  the  fight  of  a  ferocious  foreign  foe,  that 
'        is  particularly  defcribed;    The  enemy  intended,  is 
charaderifed  as  a  fierce,  bold,  and  valiant  people ; 
fuch  as  are  apt  to  ftrike  with  terror  thofe  againll  whom  * 
they  aft  with  hoftility,  whom  they  threaten  to  in- 
vade.— A  people  of  deeper  fpeech  than  thou  can/i  per- 
{eive,  whole  language  is  hard  to  pronounce,  and  whofe 
meaning  is  difficult  to  be  apprehended.  Ofafiammer^ 
tngtongtte,  &c.  that  feems  ridiculous  and  unrnteiliglble 
to  thole  who  are  unacquainted  with  it.    The  church, 
pnder  both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  having  al- 
ways had  intercourfe  with  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
wlio  fpeak  various  languages,  and  who  ut  difi'erent 
•'    *     '     '  periods 
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periods  have  Ihe  wn  thenrfcives  toimiofd  to  ijie  pcp^ 
rf  God,  t3ie  pr«diftion  miift  be  iwderftood  mth  fanw 
reftiidions,  and  it3  import  may  b^  tljuis  exprefied : 
Thou  flialt  pot  behold  with  tepx)r  thy  poweiful  ad- 
verikrics;  thou  Ihalt  not  be  greatly  hurt  by  them,  nor 
fubjcded  to  their  tyrapaical  authority.  Viewing  th« 
prophecy  in  reference  to  the  temporal  ftate  of  the 
Jews,  it  can  refer  only  to  a  certain  period,  not  to  the 
nations  in  genccal,  by  fome  of  whom  they  were  fuc- 
ceffively  opprdSSfed ;  but  to  fome  partipul^  kingdom, 
vhich  our  Prophet  bad  in  his  eye,  probably  the  Sy- 
rian Macedoxiians,  who  ufed  the  Greek  dialed,  tq^ 
whom  this  defqription  might  be  applied  by  tl^e  Jews* 
Being  refcued  from  the  Syrian  yoke,  they  c<watmued 
to  enjoy  liberty  wd  tranquillity  for  ^  confiderable 

E'od.  Under  the  ceconomy  of  grace,  in  which 
tual  privileges  fupply  the  place  of  temporal  bene- 
,  this  prediftion  hath  alfo  had  it$  accompliflunent. 
In  the  beginning  of  tlie  gofoel,  many  virulent  perfe-. 
eutofs  havmg  Igid  afide  their  enmity  to  the  church  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  abandoned  the  ridiculous  language 
whereby  they  abufed  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God ; 
they  learned  to  fpeak  the  praifes  of  tl^ofe  whom  they 
had  maligned  and  injured. 

2Q  Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of  ouf  folemr 
nities :  thine  eyes  fhall  fee  Jerufalem  a  quiet 
habitation,  a  tabernacle  that  fhall  not  be  ta-p 
ken  down;  not  one  of  the  ftakes  thereof  (hall 
ever  be  removed,  neither  fliall  any  of  the 
cord$  thereof  be  broken. 

The  fecurity  and  perpetuity  of  the  church  is  here 
foretold,  and  beautilfully  illuftrated  under  a  very 
pleafing  figure*  Ifaiah,  perfonating  the  rainifters  of 
the  Lord,  whofe  employment  Ihould  be,  to  comfort 
his  people,  calls  upon  them  to  turn  their  attention 
to  Zi6n,  and  to  contemplate  the  (lability  of  Jerufa- 
Jem,  where  the  Jewifti '  folemn  feftivals  were  cele- 
brated.    The  fubjea  of  this  predidion  is,  I  fuppofe, 
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the  fame  to  which  the  whole  prophecy  hi  this  ch^p. 
ter  relates ;  viz.  the  ftate  of  the  church  about  the 
time  of  the  Maccabees ;  which  is  fo  exprefled,  that 
it  properly  delmeates  the  ftate  and  privileges  of  tht 
kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  earthly  Jerufalem, 
particularly  at  the  time  to  which  our  Prophet'  here 
refers,  was  the  objed  ofiiGod's  pecuHar  cire  and  di- 
vine proteftion;  but  that  city  having  been  deftroyed, 
and  that  difpenfation  terminated  with  which  it  was 
eflentially  conneded,  the  Jerufalem  that  was  on 
earth  is  now  abforbed  in  the  new  fpiritual  Jejrulalem. 
The  comfortable  ftate  to  which  the  former  was  ad- 
vanced in  the  period  alluded  to,  in  part  fulfilled  the 
prediiftion  that  is  confummated  and  more  clearly  ex- 
hibited in  the  condition  of  the  latter.  The  earthly 
Jenifalem,  though  burnt  by  the  Chaldeans,  and  pro- 
faned by  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  was  not  removed, 
but  continued  poflefling  fome  meafure  of  tranquilli- 
ty, until  the  foundation  of  the  New  Jenifalem  was 
laid,  after  which  it  was  razed  to  the  ground.  Thefe 
remarks  inay  affift  in  underftanding  this  predidion, 
which  is  attended  with  fome  difficulties. 

Zion  with  propriety  and  elegance  is  faid  to  be  the 
city  of  our  folemnities.  Whilft  the  Mofaic  difpen- 
fation continued  in  force,  it  was  the  place  whither 
the  tribes  of  the  Lord  went  up  to  the  teftimony  of 
Ifrael,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord ; 
and  to  celebrate  thofe  folemn  feftivals  which  they 
were  required  to  obferve.  Look  upon  Zion  with  ad- 
miration and  pleafure ;  obferve  that  after  all  the  pe- 
rils to  which  ftie  hath  been  expofed,  and  the  calami- 
ties (he  hath  fuffered,  ftie  ftill  exifts,  defended  by  di- 
vine Providence  ;  her  appearance  is  renewed,  and 
ftill  flie  flourifties.  Attentively  furvey  with  the  eyes 
of  your  mind  this  highly  favoured  city,  as  an  emi- 
nent type  of  the  city  of  God,  founded  and  eftablifli- 
ed  by  Mefliah  the  Prince,  to  which  not  only  all  the 
tribes  of  Ifmel  have  recourfe,  but  to  which  people 
of  every  kindred  that  belong  to  the  true  HVael  of 
God  difperfed  over  all  the  earth,  refort  with  plea- 
fure 
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fure  and  joy.  Zion  did  anciently  encompafs  the 
magnificent  and  beautiful  temple  that  was  confecra- 
ted  to  the  worfhip  of  God,  wherein  it  was  daily  cele* ' 
brated  according  to  divine  inftitution.  It  muft  have 
exhibited  a  moft  delightful  objedl  of  contemplation. 
On  religious  accounts  it  was  frequented  by  vaft  mul- 
titudes of  people,  who,  afcending  continually  to  this 
habitation  of  the  Mofl  High,  reprefented  the  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  Ifraelites  indeed,  who  afcend  to  the  Zion 
that  is  above.  This  Zion,  this  Jerufalem,  was  a  fig- 
nificant  emblem  of  the  true  fpi  ritual  city  of  our  God, 
which  is  ftill  more  worthy  of  admiring  attention,  be- 
ing indeed  the  moft^  beautiful  objeft  on  earth  "to 
which  we  can  poflibly  turn  our  thoughts.  This  is 
the  city  of  our  folemnities,  wherein  the  people  cf 
God  unite,  in  paying  their  homage  to  their  great 
Creator  and  Redeemer,  wherein  they  enjoy  his  pre- 
fence,  and  receive  the  pledges  of  his  love. — ^Aflurance 
is  given, 

Thine  eyes  Jball  fee  'Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation. 
The  literal  Jerufalem,  at  the  time  referred  to,,  was  to 
enjoy  external  tranquillity,  freedom  from  difturbance 
and  the  aflaults  of  enemies.  The  fpiritual  Jeru^ 
lem,  whereof  it  .was  an  eminent  type,  Ihall  be  blefied 
with  peace  and  profperity,  amid  the  troubles  and  con- 
tentions of  this  world ;  the  fpirit  of  love  and  peace 
Ihall  prefide  over  her  citizens,  fo  as  to  abolilh  enmi- 
ty, to  difpel  difcords,'  and  prrferve  from  violence. 
Thus  Ihall  fhe  become  a  Uvely  image  of  the  celeftial 
city,  wherein  they  that  fove  one  another,  will  with 
one  heart  and  one  voice  afcribe  falvation,  glory,  and 
honour,  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb. — It  is  likewife  fore- 
told. Thine  eyes  fhall  fee  Jerufalem  *  a  tatemacle 
*  that  fhall  not  be  taken  down.'  The  expreffion  de- 
notes, that  fhe  fliall  not  fuffer  any  violent  change,  or 
be  transferred  by  force  from  one  place  to  another. 
The  metaphor  is  taken  from  the  tents  erefted  by 
wandering  tribes  in  the  defarts  of  Arabia,  where  tra- 
vellers are  expofed  to  ftorms  and  tempefts,  deftitute 
of  any  hqufe  or  place,  of  fhelter.  Theie  tents  or  ta- 
bernacles. 
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bemocles,  wh^n  not  properly  fixed,  if  aflaulted  b^ 
a  violent  wind,  are  fometimes  laid  flat  on  the  ground, 
and  broken  to  pieces.  Jerufalem  fhall  not  be  liable 
to  any  fuch  difafter  j  (he  fhall  not  be  overthrowii  by 
arty  ftbtm,  but  remiirt  firm  and  unmoved.  The 
jewilh  and  afterward  the  Chriftian  Ohurch,  like  a  ca- 
pacious, highly  ornamented,  and  well  fecured  taber- 
;iiacle,  contains  the  large  family  of  God  with  their 
minifters.  like  a  moveable  habitition,  which  is 
transferred  fron^  oile  place,  aiid  from  one  peo- 
ple to  another,  the  church  may  be  removed  frorti 
one  nation  to  another,  yet  it  ftiall  never  be  over- 
thrown ;  its  foundation  refting  upon  the  holy  moun- 
tains, poflefles  the  moft  permanent  flability. — It  is 
added. 

Not  one  of  the  Jiakei  thereof  Jhall  ever  be  removed. 
The  Hakes  which  ferve  to  keep  the  tent  fitm,  may 
denote  the  gracious  promifes  of  God,  fupported  by 
the  divine  power  and  veracity,  whereby  the  church 
is  eftabliihed  and  preferved  in  fafety*  The  cords 
may  fignify  the  graces  of  faith,  trail,  and  hope  j  by 
means  of  which  the  church  becomes  united  to  the 
promiies  of  Jehovah,  and  fo  grounded  and  fettled,  as 
not  to  be  moved  by  the  ftorms  whereby  they  are  af* 
ikiled.  Thus  conneded  with  the  omnipotence  and 
fiuchfubie&  of  Jehovah,  they  become  invincible,  like 
the  houfe  that  a  wife  man  buih  on  a  rock,  upon 
which  the  rain  defcended,  the  floods  came,  and  the 
winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  houfe,  but  it  fell  not; 
for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock  **  By  the  preditSion 
we  are  confidering,  the  moft  explicit  aflurance  is  gi- 
ten,  that  the  conne<5ion  here  mentioned  fhall  never 
be  diflR>lved,  neither  ftakes  fhall  be  moved  nor  cord^ 
broken.-— Thefe  words  which  were  in  fome  meafure 
accomplifhed  about  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  are 
amply  verified  with  refped  to  the  New  Jerafalem, 
founded  by  Jefus  Chnft  and  his  apoftles.  Like  a  ta^ 
bemacle  fet  up  in  the  defart  that  is  not  injured  by 

Vol.  III.  CL  the 

*      '       .  •  Matth.  vii.  24,  .25. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 22  LECTURES  ON  th£      Chap.  XXXIII. 

the  ftorm,  the  city  of  Zion  ereded  in  the  wildew^els 
of  this  world,  after  fuftaining  the  violent  terapefts 
that  hiave  beat  upon  it,  continues  finnly  eitabliihed. 
In  truth  it  is  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved,  a- 
gainft  which  the  combined  efforts  of  infernal  powers, 
of  deathj  and  the  graye,  Ihall  never  be  able  to  prevaiL 
The  citizens  thereof  who  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  flourifh 
like  the  grafs,  fhall  be  like  litei^al  mount  Zion,  which 
cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for  ever.  Comforts 
able  thought !  The  Higheft  himfelf  fhall  eflablifh  the 
church,  the  true  fpiritual  Zion  !  Other  cities  have 
mouldered  away, or  been  razed  to  their  foundations; 
but  the  city  of  God,  which  is  his  own  building,  and 
wherein  he  hath  his  refidence,  fhall  never  be  over^ 
thrown,  but  fliall  endure  throughout  all  ages, 

21  But  there  the  glorious  LORD  will  he 
unto  us  a  place  of  broad  rivers  ami  flreams ; 
wherein  fhall  go  no  galley  with  oars,  neither 
ihall  gallant  fhip  pafs  thereby* 

The  feKcity  and  fafety  of  the  people  of  God,  is  here 
defcribed  under  another  beautiful  emblem,  which  re- 
quires to  be  carefully  examined.  The  church  is  ex- 
hibited as  a  city,  that  is  pleafantly  fituated  befide 
fome  large  rivers  and  fine  flreams,  into  which  no  large 
fliip  of  war  fhall  enter  with  hoflile  intention,  to  alarm 
or  annoy  its  inhabitants.  Their  profperous  flate  £hali 
not  only  be  firmly  eflablifhed,  but  they  fhall  rejoice 
in  their  happinefs  and  privileges,  as  entirely  depend- 
ing upon  God,  the  fupreme  Governor  of  the  world. 
The  expreflion  feems  to  allude  to  the  land  of  Egypt, 
which  was  every  Avhere  interfered,  watered,  ^id 
rendered  fertile  by  the  rivers  and  canals  wherewith 
it  abounded,  that  made  it  to  refemble  the  garden  of 
the  Lord.  Perhaps  it  may  have  reference  alfo  to  the 
city  Memphis  in  that  kingdom,  which  was  encom- 
paffed  by  the  waters  of  the  Nile.-^The  firil  claufe 
of  the  verfe  may  be  thus  tranflated :  Tea  rather,  the 
L^rd  will  be  gtorious  unto  us.     He  v/ill  mofl  illuftri- 
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ouflj  manifeft  his  glbrjr  in  communicating  defence 
to  his  people,  to  whom  he  will  afford  fuch  agreeable 
J^roteftion,  as  broad  impaflable  rivers  yield  to  the  po- 
pulous cities  that  ftand  on  their  banks.     Nor  is  this 
all;  he  will  render  their  iituation  delightful  and  com- 
fortable, like  thofe  fertile  places  which  are  watered 
by  rivers  and  ftreams ;  by  means  of  which  they  pof- 
k&  many  conveniences,  and  have  all  kinds  of  tl^e 
bcft  provifions  conveyed  to  them.     The  fimilitude 
plainly  intimates,  that  the  people  of  God  were  to  af- 
fgpieaplea&nt,  plentiful  appearance;  that  they  were 
zAoallj  to  poilefs  abundance  of  defirable  good  things, 
Wkh  many  agreeable  advantages ;  and  to  enjoy  op* 
pOTtunities  of  maintaining  intercourl'e  with  the  hea- 
venly and  better  country,  where  is  fulnefs  of  joys  and 
livers  of  pkafures  for  evennore.    W herein  JhaU  go  no 
goUey^  &c.    Broad  rivers  open  a  convenient  pailage 
for  ihips  of  war  to  enter,  with  a  view  to  moleft  and 
aflault  the  cities  that  (land  on  their  banks.     On  this 
account,  their  inhabitants  are  more  expofed  to  the 
encroachments  and  invafions  of  enemies,  than  thofe 
who  dwell  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  country.     To 
obviate  this  circumftance,  which  might  give  occafion 
touneaiinefs  and  folicitilde,  our  Prophet  declares, 
that  in  the  broad  rivers  of  which  he  fpeaks,  fhall  go 
BO  armed  rowing  veflfel.     No  fhip  of  war,  with  hof- 
tile  intention,  ihall  frequent  thefe  rivers  to  harafs 
theTaon  which  they  ferve  to  beautify.    Jehovah  be- 
ing their  fortrefs  will  preferve  her  inhabitants  from 
the  fflfults  of  their  enemies. — ^The  citizens  of  the 
New  Jerufalem  are  hereby  alfured,  that  they  fhall 
po&6  the  fpirttual  privileges  wherewith  they  are  fa- 
voared,  free  from  many  of  the  difad vantages  to  which 
they  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  liable.     Nothing  can 
pcrffibly  do  any  eflential  injury  to  thofe;  about  whom 
the  providence  of  God  is  employed  for  good.  World- 
ly prerogatives  expofe  to  many  dangers,  and  fome- 
timcs  prove  ruinous  to  their  pofleffors ;  whereas  the 
privik^  which  God  confers  upon  his  fervants,  have 
^  fuch  tendency,  nor  (hall  their  enemies  be  permit- 
ted 
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ted  by  Rie^ns  of  them  eSe<Sually  to  hurt  their  beft 
interdls.  Though  fometimes  molefted  by  their  foes, 
they  are  guarded  by  ftronger  bulwarks  than  humao. 
OuU  apd  induflry  can  raife  for  their  dffence.  libera 
is  a  power  above,  far  fuperior  to  that  of  their  adyefn 
farieSj  which  never  fails  to  be  exerted  for  their  pro- 
ttdion,  frcMn  thence  they  derive  (afety  and  comfort* 
Thither  let  us  have  recourfe  on  every  emergency; 
then  may  we  hope  that  Go4  will  gr^i  us  t^^  fhid4 
of  his  ialvation. 

22  For  the  tORD  is  our  judge,  th^  /LORD. 
is  our  lawgiver,  the  LORD  ir  pur  king ;  h» 
will  fave  us. 

Ifaiah  in  name  of  the  church  exults  in  the  intimato 
lelations,  in  which  they  ftand  cqnne^ed  with  Jeho^ 
vah,  from  whom  proceeds  all  the  felicity  they  enjoy. 
"T^Tbc  Lord  is  our  judge.  The  aU-iiifficient,  omnipo^ 
tent  Jehovah,  who  is  merciful  and  gracious,  is  our 
judge,  who  inftruds  us  with  authority  in  the  know- 
ledge  of  Jhis  perfect  law,  who  caufes  us  to  under^ 
ftand  his  precepts,  and  who  ihall  imparti^y  deter-* 
mine  our  eternal  ftate.  He  is  the  righteous  jydge  of 
all  the  eaith,  who  is  perfe^y  acquainted  with  th^ 
charader  and  con^ud,  and  takes  cognizance  of 
the  actions  of  every  individual,  wd  who  ihall  ren* 
der  to  every  man  according  to  his  works.  He  ac* 
curately  difpriminates  our  charafters,  though  to 
hirnian  view  involved  in  much  obfcurity  and  im- 
certainty.  He  is  our  judge  to  whom  we  appeal  for 
juflice  when  injured  and  opprefied,  in  whofe  equita- 
ble procedure  ^nd  decifions,  we  cordially  acquiefce  i 
and  oy  whofe  final  fentence,  we  truft  that  we  ihall 
be  acquitted  and  applauded — Tbe  Lord  u  our  law^ 
giver ^  who  poflefles  fupreme  imbmited  power  of  en- 
ading  laws  for  the  government  of  the  imiverfe.  The 
right  of  legiilation  among  men  is  derived  from  their 
predeceflbrs  in  office,  from  the  confent  of  the  peoj^  j 
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it  k  9cq\ure4  by  conqueft,  or  foiw  otker  way.  Wha:^- 
as  the  power  (i*  Jehovah  to  ^ve  laws,  arifes  from  Wa 
own  glorioM$  fovereignty  and  underived  univerfal  do- 
minion.  Their  authK)rity  may  be  called  m  queftion^ 
it  may  be  controlled,  and  it  inufl  be  limited,  to  the 
narrow  bounds  of  the  en^pire  iubjeA  to  their  autho* 
lity.  Jehovah  gives  law^  to  the  whole  creation,  to 
the  heavens,  the  earth,  and  the  feas ;  and  for  his  pe- 
culiar people  be  hath  enafted  ftatutes,  which  are  ho- 
ly,  juft,  and  good  j  in  the;  keeping  of  which,  there  is 
a  great  reward.  Human  laws  extend  only  to  the 
words  and  a<^ons  of  men,  to  their  external  condud, 
Adr  temporal  concerns,  and  focial  iutercourfe.  The 
law  of  the  Lord  reaches  to  the  thoughts  and  intents 
of  the  heart,  to  the  confcience,  to  mens  fpiritual  and 
eternal  interefts ;  being  admirably  adapted  to  promote 
their  prefent  and  futiire  felicity* — The  Lord  h  our 
king.  He  is  indeed  King  over  all  the  earth,  the  King 
of  kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords,  whofe  kingdom  ruleth 
over  aiL  He  rules  even  ux  the  midft  of  bis  enemies; 
he  in&tuates  their  counfels ;  he  refti*ains  their  turbu<> 
lent  paffions ;  he  baffles  their  wicked  enterprifes,  and 
fiills  the  tumults  of  the  people.  In  a  peculiar  manner 
doth  he  reign  over  his  holy  hill  of  Zaon  ;  where,  by 
his  mighty  power,  he  fubdues  to  himfelf  a  numerous 
willing  people,  who  cheerfully  ccmfecrate  and  refign 
tbemfelves  to  his  govenunent.  On  them  he  liberally 
ponfers  whatever  is  conducive  to  their  happineis  and 
pomfort ;  whilft  he  defends  them  from  the  malicious 
^figns,  apd  powerful  machinations  of  their  adverla- 
lies,  wl^m  he  will  not  aUow  to  tyrannife  over  them, 
jmd  to  deprive  them  of  their  moil  valuable  preroga- 
tives. Well  therefore  may  the  church  triumph  in 
being  connefted  with  Jehovah  in  thefe  important  re- 
lati<ms,  and  from  thence  deduce  with  pleafure  this 
joyful  inference — Be  willfave  us.  In  time  paft,  by 
his  omnipotent  arm,  he  hath  wrought  for  us  many 
^rious  deliverances ;  he  refcued  us  from  bondage 
01  fi^ypt  i  ftom  captivity  and  opprefiion ;  from  trea- 
chery 
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chery  and  perfecution ;  and  we  traft  that  he  will  here- 
'  after  grant  us  all  thofe  temporal  falvations  which  he 
fees  that  we  need  from  time  to  time.  We  hope  alfo 
that  he  will  cro^'n  us  with  fpiritual  and  eternal  fal« 
vation ;  give  us  complete  vi<ftory  over  all  our  enc- 
niies,  and  that  we  fliall  triiunph  in  his  praife. 

After  the  vidories  obtained  by  means  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, the  people  of  God  would  rejoice  with  peculiar 
pleafure  in  their  intimate  conne<5ldon  with  Jehovah, 
who  wonderfully  intcrpofed  in  their  behalf.  Under 
the  New  Teftament,  the  feveral  relations  fublifting 
between  the  Moft  High  and  his  church,  being  more 
fully  eftabUfhed,  and  more  clearly  demonftrated,  they 
have  ilill  more  ample  ground  to  glory  in  the  Lord, 
and  to  hope  for  his  falvation.  Let  our  confidence 
then  be  placed  on  God  who  iaveth  the  upright  in 
)ieart,  and  fuch  as  be  of  a  contrite  fpirit. 

23  Thy  tacklings  are  loofed ;  they  could 
not  well  ftrengthen  their  maft ;  they  could 
not  fpread  the  fail;  then  is  the  prey  of  a  great 
fpoil  divided  :  the  lame  take  the  prey. 

In  thefe  words,  addrefled  to  the  enemies  of  the 
church,  their  weak  confufed  ftate  is  reprefented,  as 
forming  a  contrail  to  the  flouriftiing  condition  of  the 
fervants  of  God.  Having  defcribed  the  felicity  of 
the  church,  under  the  beautiful  emblem  of  a  fer- 
tile country,  watered  by  pleafant  ftreams,  and  ren- 
dered convenient  for  comijierce  by  large  rivers;  our 
Prophet  proceeds  to  exhibit  the  broken  enfeebled 
ftate  of  their  adverfaries,  by  the  fimilitude  of  a  veflcl 
in  diftrefs,that  hath  been  difabled  in  her  tackle,mafts, 
and  fails. — ^The  tacldings  may  denote  the  good  coun- 
fels  of  wife  fenators,  a  ftrong  well  difciplined  army, 
and  money,  Which  is  neceflary  to  fupply  the  exigent 
ces  of  the  ftate.  Thefe  tacklings  are  loofed,  when 
few  prudent  men  can  be  found  to  manage  public  af- 
fairs, and  to  form  the  mamiers  of  the  citizens ;  when 
Xh&  foldiery  become  weak  and  timid,  and  there  is  a 
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fcarcity  of  finances,  to  carry  into  execution  the  falu- 
taiy  meafures  that  are  requifite  to  be  adopted.-* 
They  coutd  not  welljtrenphen  their  majl.  The  maft 
of  the  fhip  may  fignify  the  moil  eminent  perfon  ot 
perfons  in  the  kingdom;  who  were  exalted  above  all 
the  others ;  the  king  or  fupreme  governors,  who  oc- 
cupy the  moft  confpicuous  ilations,  and  poflels  the, 
greateft  influence.  The  maft,  in  this  figurative  fenfe, 
could  not  be  well  ftrengthened;  when  the  proper 
means  of  aiding  and  fupporting  the  chief  magiftrate 
were  wanting,  or  were  greatly  deficient,  he  could  not 
receive,  the  fuccours  that  were  requifite  to  maintain 
the  dignity  and  profperity  of  the  empire.  Perfons 
in  power,  elevated,  to  the  higheft  offices,  are  incapa- 
ble, by  themfelves,  to  advance  the  public  welfare, 
unlefe  fupported  by  the  wealth,  the  intereft,  the  ad- 
vice and  courage  of  thofe  over  whom  they  prefide. 
Deftitute  of  fuch  afliftance  they  could  not — spread 
the  fail.  The  fail  may  denote  the  means  that  were 
neceflary  to  be  applied,  and  vigoroufly  extended 
without  delay,  in  order  to  promote  the  purpofes  to 
which  they  ought  to  be  fubfervient,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ftate.  Thefe  the  people  employed  in  managing 
public  afl^irs,  were  unable  immediately  to  ufe,  lb  as 
to  give  e&dt  to  the  meafures  whereby  the  common 
intereft  might  have  been  forwarded.  They  could 
not  advance  the  fubfidies  neceflary  for  carrying  on 
war;  they  could  not  form  alliances  that  were  pro- 
fitable with  neighbouring  nations ;  they  could  not 
enter  mto  fuccefsful  negociations ;  nor  were  they  a- 
ble  to  complete  thofe  public  works,  which  might  have 
proved  ufeful  and  ornamental  to  the  kingdom — ^The 
ccmfequences  were 

Then  is  the  prey  of  a  great  fpoil  divided^  &c.  The 
adverfe  power  whofe  fituation  refembled  a  fliip  in  di- 
ftrefs,  is  fuppofed  to  have  met  with  a  terrible  ftorm, 
whereby  fhe  had  been  dreadfully  Ihattered,  her  ca- 
bles and  ropes  loofed  or  broken,  her  mafts  difabled, 
fo  that  flie  was  almoft  a  wreck.  When  in  this  for- 
lorn condition,  defcrted  by  the  mariners,  who  had  loft 

hopes 
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hopes  of  her  being  able  to  ftand  out  the  tempeft,  the 
valuable  cargo  wherewith  fhe  was  kden,  becomes  a 
prey  to  the  fraudulent  and  rapacious.  In  like  man- 
toer,  the  ftate  ot  kingdom,  itiimical  to  the  people  of 
God|  intended  by  this  figurative  defcription,  having 
been  reduced  to  great  perplexity  smd  diftrefs,  was  to 
fall  a  ptey  to  neighbouring  nations,  who  w6rc  to  di- 
vide amdng  them  all  their  pillage  which  they  could 
gatb^.  So  eafy  was  the  prey  to  be  obtained^  and  fi> 
abundant  were  to  be  the  fp6ik,  that  even  the  maim*, 
ed  and  the  feeble,  were  without  fear  oc  diflS<5ulty,  to 
lay  hold  of  them. — From  hence  we  leam,  what  Ihdll 
be  the  deplorable  condition  of  thofe  who  injure  the 
fervants  of  the  Moft  High ;  inftead  of  accomplifliing 
their  hoftile  defigns,  they  themfelves  ihall  become  a 
prey  to  thofe  whom  they  are  unable  to  refill,  whilft 
the  church  under  the  prote<llion  of  Jehovah  fliall  fub- 
fift  and  profper. 

24  And  the  inhabitants  fhalj  not  fay,  I  am 
fick:  the  people  that  dwell  therein  Jball  ^r  for- 
given tbeir  iniquity. 

Ifaiah  concludes  his  defcription  of  the  felicity  of 
Jerufalem  with  a  folemn  aflurance,  that  the  citizeils  at 
the  period  to  which  he  refers,  fhould  not  have  ground 
to  Complain  of  the  prevalence  of  any  mortal  diftem* 

Eer*  It  is  evident  from  obfervation  and  hiftory,  that 
e  does  not  mean  to  affirm,  that  they  fhould  be  to- 
tally exempted  from  all  m^ner  of  bodily  difeafe  ot 
ficknefs,  from  fome  meafure  of  which,  none  are  ex* 
eluded  in  this  prefent  world,  in  which  men  are  bom 
to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upward.  He  feems  to 
have  had  primarily  in  view,  the  languor,  uneafine&, 
and  diftrefs  that  good  men  feel,  cm  account  of  public 
calamities,  the  notorious  fms  and  fcandals,  of  thofe 
who  profefs  to  belong  to  the  church  of  God.  Ac- 
cording to  this  interpretation,  our  Prophet  declares, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  at  the  time  to 
which  he  alludes,  being  delivered  from  abounding 

tranfgreffion 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ  IC 


Ver.  24.      PROPHECIElS  of  ISAIAH.  ia9 

tranfgreflicm,  from  the  effeds  of  the  dhrine  difplea- 
fare,  and  confequently  firom  the  caufes  of  public  for^ 
row  and  complamt,  they  were  to  rejoice  in  the  firm 
perfuafion  of  the  divine  favour  uid  forgivenefs.— 
The  words  however  admit  of  a  higher  and  more  im- 
{>ortant  fenfe.  As  the  bodies^  fo  the  fouls  of  men  are 
liable  to  various  diftempers,  which  greatly  enfeeble 
and  affli6t  them.  In  reference  to  thefe  fpiritual  di£- 
orders,  the  predidion  plainly  intimates,  that  the  citi^ 
lens  of  the  New  Jeruialem  fhall  not  have  reafon  to 
complain  of  any  dangerous  indifpofition  of  this  fort, 
ariiing  from  confeioufiiefs  of  unpardcmed  guilt,  or  in- 
difpofition for  the  exercifes  of  the  divine  life*  Not 
one  of  its  regenerated  inhabitants  fhall  have  caufe  to 
•fay,  I  am  fick;  fo  weak  through  fpiritual  diftem^ 
pers,  that  I  am  incapable  of  ufing  the  means  of  pro^ 
moting  the  fpiritual  life;  fo  diftrefled  with  perplex- 
ing fears,  that  I  feel  myfelf  imable  to  perform  the 
work  that  God  hath  affigned  to  me.  Having  their 
powers  renovated  aftd  invigorated,  and  being  reftored 
to  a  found  and  a(9ive  flate,  they  fhall  not  have  reafon 
to  complain  of  languor  and  lifUeflhefs,  *  God  fhall 

•  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes;  and  there  fhall 

•  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying,  neither 

•  fhall  there  be  any  more  pain;  for  the  former  things 

•  are  paf&d  away  *.* 

The  people  that  dwell  therein,  &c.  To  the  promife 
of  fpiritual  health  and  prcrfperity,  contained  in  the  for-^ 
mer  part  of  this  verfe,  is  fubjoined  the  reviving  afTu- 
tance  of  the  pardon  of  fin.  Several  emphatic  words 
are  ufed  in  fcripture  to  exprefs  mens  violations  of  the 
divine  law,  which  forcibly  reprefept  their  odioufnefs 
and  enormity.  They  are  denominated  tranfgreffions 
or  departures  from  God ;  trefpafles  w  hereby  he  is  of- 
fend^ ;  fins  or  deviations  from  the  mark  at  which 
we  ought  to  aim ;  iniquities  whereby  we  obftinately 
pervert  the  bleflings  of  his  goodnefsy  and  infringe  on 
the  rights  of  his  majefly.  They  are  evils  of  the  great* 
eft  magnitude,  which  cxpofe  to  the  mofl  awful  cala- 

Vol.  Ill,  R  mities. 
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jnities.  How  ineftimable  then  the  benefit  of  forgive- 
nefs  !  Several,  fignificant  words  are-employed  in  the 
.Old'  and  New  Teflament,  to  exprefs  this  privilege, 
which  ferve  to  inftruft  in  its  nature  and  efFe6ls.  In 
,conferring  this  invaluable  bleffing,  God  is  faid  to  fliew 
mercy;  to  exhibit  a  rich  difplay  of  this  glorious  attri- 
bute ;  to  be  gracious  or  propitious,  through  the  aton- 
ing facrifice  that  he  hath  provided ;  not  to  impute 
fin,  or  place  it  to  account ;  to  caft  it  away,  fo  that  it 
ihall  never  be  found ;  to  remit  the  punifhment  it  de- 
ferves;  to  forgive  or  pardon  the  offence.  From  thefe 
and  fimilar  expreffions,  we  learn  the  import  of  the 
precious  bleffing  promifed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Je- 
rufalem,  introdudory  to  the  enjoyment  of  true  feli- 
city. It  abfolves  from  the  crimes  that  have  been 
committed ;  it  cancels  guilt ;  it  removes  obligation 
to  deferved  punilhment ;  it  takes  away  iniquity ;  it 
pacifies  confcience ;  it  reheves  from  uneafiiiefs ;  it 
affuages  grief;  and  opens  the  way  to  the  communi- 
cation of  every  divine  favour.  Well  might  the  royal 
Pfalmift  exclaim,  *  Blefled  is  he  whofe  tranfgreffion 

*  is  forgiven,  whofe  fin  is  covered.    Blefled  is  the  man 

*  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity  *.*  For 
this  benefit,  he  cdls  upon  all  that  was  within  him  to 
blefs  the  Lord.  To  this  noble,  yet  arduous  work  of 
praife,  he  fummons  all  his  faculties,  that  with  united 
vigour,  they  might  render  his  praife  the  more  glo- 
rious. To  this  delightful  employment,  we  ought  to 
be  ftimulated  by  the  ineftimable  worth  of  this  mercy, 
efpecially  when  conjoined  with  the  other  next  men- 
tioned by  the  fweet  Pfalmift  of  Ifrael  f ,  '  who  heal- 

*  eth  all  thy  difeafes ;'  who  bath  brought  thee  out 
of  the  depths  of  diftrefs,  when  afilided  with  bodily 
diftempers,  and  who  hath  cured  thofe  fpiritual  mala- 
dies, that  are  attended  with  the  moft  alarming  fymp- 
toms,  and  fatal  eflfefts. 

If  you  inquire  to  what  time,  to  what  ftatc  of  the 
church  doth  thefe  prediftions  accord.  A  lively  image 
of  their  more  full  accomplifhment  prefents  itfelf  to 

view, 

*  Pfal,  xxxii.  I.  f  Pfal.  ciii.  3. 
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view,  in  the  period  wherein  we  have  feen  fulfilkd 
in  fome  meafure,  the  prophecies  contained  m  this 
chapter.  Then  the  kinjgdom  of  ^ria,  which  had 
long  retained  its  firmnefs  and  ftabihty,  was  undone. 
Hie  military  force  fent  againft  the  Jews  was  entirely 
routed,  the  kingdom  was  divided  into  fadtions,  and 
that  once  formidable  power  fell  a  prey  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Judea,  to  thfe  Egyptians,  and  to  other  na- 
ticms,  who  were  enriched  by  their  fpoils.  This  literal 
fulfilment  by  thefe  events,  leads  forward  our  views 
to  its  farther  accomplifhment  by  events  analagous  to 
thefe,  which  befel  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
ftiip  whofe  tackling  was  loded,  reprefents  the  great 
body  of  mankind,  which,  at  the  appearance  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  were  iramerfed  in  fuperftition  and  idolatry. 
Then  the  bands  of  tradition,  cuftom,  and  vain  cere- 
monies, wherebyLlhey  had  long  been  united,  were  fo 
loofcd,  that  their  leaders  and  temples  "were  deferted, 
and  their  rites  deemed  facred  were  laid  afide.  At 
that  memorable  period,  the  church  of  God  by  the 
word  of  his  teftimony,  obtained  the  victory  over  their 
adveriaries,  and  divided  their  fpoils;  whilft  the  citizehs 
of  Zion,  cured  of  their  fpiritual  diftempers,  were  blef- 
fed  with  holy  ferehity  and  joy,  in  the  aflurance  of 
the  remiffion  of  their  fins,  and  in  the  prdped  of  a 
city  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God.  Then  as  it 
is  written,  Adts  ix.  3 1 .  *  The  churches  had  reft 
'  throughout  all  Judea,  and  Galilee,  and  Samaria,  and 

•  were  edified,  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 

*  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  mul- 
» tiplied.* 
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WE  now  enter  on  th^  difcuffion  of  the  third  pio^ 
phetic  oration,  comprifed  in  the  third  book  of 
Ifaiah's  prophecies.  The  firft  part  of  it  in  the  chapter 
before  Wj  contains  a  folemn  denunciation  of  divine 
vengeance  againft  the  powers  of  this  world,  which  are 
adverfe  to  the  people  of  God;  efpecially  againft  fome 
blood-thirfty  forpiid^ble  enemy  to  the  church,  to 
which  is  given  the  name  of  £dom,and  to  her  metropolis 
that  of  Bozr^,    The  terrible  calamities  that  were  to 
be  inflided  upon  their  foes,  ore  here  propounded  to. 
confirm  their  f^th  and  hope  in  the  promues,  where- 
by they  are  affured  that  they  fliall  bp  delivered  froia 
the  hands  of  their  enemies,  to  afford  them  ground  of 
joy  and  triumph  in  the  Lord  their  God— To  excitt; 
them  accurately  to  oblerve  the  difpenfatiops  of  Pro- 
vidence, qgrefully  to  ftudy  t|ie  prophecies,  and  dili-r 
gently  to  coinpare  the  'events  with  the  predidions  j 
that  they  may  become  intimately  acquainted  withi 
the  ways  of  God.-r-The  Holy  Spirit,  delineating  by 
the  pen  of  our  Prophet,  the  future  ^dverie  fortune^ 
of  the  church,  their  ai9idk>ns,  with  the  caufes  and 
*  authors  of  them,  having  exhibited  the  Synap  perfe- 
cution,  proceeds  to  treat  of  another  virulent  oppref- 
for,  with  the  confequent  dreadful  judgments  which 
he  fhould  fuffer.    The  difcourfe,  reniarkable  for  itf 
magnificence  and  grandeur,  <;:ommences  with  a  judi- 
cial fummons  delivered  to  people  of  every  deu:rip- 
tion,  requiring  them  to  hearken  attentively  to  the 
decree  of  heaven,  now  made  known,  refpedling  th^ 
nations  that  diftrefs  and  perfecute  the  fervants  of  God, 
ver.  1 . — ^The  determined  judgment  itfelf  is  then  pub* 
lifhed,  and  illuftrated  by  reterences  to  its  caufe  and 
effeds,  V,  2---4. — Leaving  this  generrf  topif,  our  Pro^ 
phet  brings  forward,  from  among  the  powers  that  op- 
pofe  the  kingdom  oif  God,  a  fpecific  objed,  a  parti- 
cular people  and  country,  againft  which  he  denoun- 
ces extreme,  irremediable,  perpetual  defolation,  un- 
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jjer  various  figures  and  emblems^  intipdn(5ed/with. 
great  elegance  aijd  dignity,  v.  5 — >  5. —.The  chapter 
concludes  with  a  fokmn  confirmation  of  the  certain«- 
Qf  of  the  threaten^  calamities,  ^d  an  explicit  ^ilii^ 
ranee  (^  their  a9complilhment,  v.  16,  17. 


CHAP.    XXXIV. 

COME  near,  ye  nations,  to  l^ear ;  and  hear.- 
ken,  ye  people :  let  the  earth  hear,  and 
^l  that  is  therein ;  the  wprid,  and  ^1  things 
that  come  forth  of  it. 

The  exordimn  to  this  fublime  prophetic  difcourfe  is 
ftort  but  highly  interefting,  intended  to  excite  gene- 
ral attention  $md  clofe  application  of  mind  to  the  ve- 
ry important  fubjed  which  is  here  difcuiled.  The 
call  addrefled  to  the  whole  intelligent  creation  is  gi- 
ven in  terms  th^t  are  agreeably  diverfified,  by  wliich 
it  is  forcibly  m*ged— JT^  natiom,  deeply  concerned  i|i 
what  I  am  about  to  fay,  on  whom  the  judgments 
now  to  be  denoimced  fhall  be  iniiided — I  e  people,  oi 
every  tribe,  who  ought  to  receive  mllrudiion  from 
the  following  predi^ions,  with  relped  tp  your  con- 
dud  in  g^ieral,  and  particularly  to  the  church  of 
CJod,  which  you  ought  to  beware  of  injuring. — T^he 
fartb  and  all  that  is  therein.  All  its  inhabitants  that 
Me  capable  of  underftanding  and  perception,  of  eve  • 
ly  denomination,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor. — The 
loorUi,  and  all  that  come  forth  of  it,  in  every  genera- 
tion ;  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  of  every  age, 
clkne,  and  defcriptiop.  To  you,  O  men  1  call;  and 
my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men.  Come  near,  place 
yourfelves  in  a  proper  pofture,  to  receive  the  mitruc- 
tions  I  am  authorized  by  the  God  of  the  whole  earth 
to  communicate  unto  you.  Hear  and  hearken.  Froih 
^Ofu  1  demand ferious  attention;  incline  your  ears 
'     * '  imto  ^ 
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unto  my  words,  and  eagerly  liften  to  the  predi&ions 
I  am  gomg  to  utter.  Let  all,  without  excepticm, 
.  hear  with  reverence  and  awe,  and  give  undoubted 
credit  to  thofe  fblemn  declarations,  which  Jeho- 
vah  will  fulfil  in  their  feafon. — The  obvious  dc- 
fign  of  thefe  repeated  invitations,  delivered  with  the 
greateft  eameftnefs,  is  to  fliew  that  what  follows  is 
of  the  higheft  importance,  def^rving  to  be  thoroughly 
confidered  and  laid  to  heart ;  and  to  intimate,  that 
men  are  averfe  to  yield  proper  refpeft  to  the  fubjed 
of  this  prophecy.  With  great  propriety,  therefore, 
are  we  ^dmonilhed  to  give  it  the  utmoft  attention,  and 
awakened  to  ferious  confideration.,r-l  lK)pe,  n^y  bre- 
t;hren,  that,  in  obediepce  to  this  prefling  dem^d^ 
you  arc  now  prepared  by  this  animated  introdu6tion, 
to  give  ear  to  the  word  of  God,  which  1  fliall  en- 
deavour, through  divine  aflift^^e^  to  explain  and  il- 
luftrate, 

Z  For  the  indignation  of  the  LORD  is  up- 
on all  nations,  and  bis  fury  upon  all  the^r  ar-- 
mies:  he  hath  utterly  deftroyed  them,  he  hath 
delivered  them  to  the  flaughter. 

In  this  and  the  two  verfes  that  immediately  follow,  the 
divine  decree  is  promulgated,  refpeding  the  narions 
which  perfecute  the  church,  and  endeavour  to  over- 
throw the  kingdom  of  the  Moil  High.  The  fubjecl 
is  elucidated  by  its  caufes  and  efFeds.  The  decb^on 
is  weighty  and  awful,  and  apt  to  ftrike  terror  into  the 
minds  ot  thofe  to  whom  it  is  publifhed. — For  the  in* 
dignation  of  the  Lord^  &c.  Though  indignation  ancl 
fury  are  human  paflions,  yet  they  are  attributed  to 
God,  wljen  h^  feems  to  ad  in  fome  meafure  as  men 
that  are  highly  incenfed.  The  expreffion  imports 
that  the  fierce  anger  of  Jehovah  bemg  kindled  into 
a  flame,  by  the  atrocious  wickednels  ol  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  his  people,  he  would  make  them  feel  the  dire- 
ful efieds  of  his  hot  difpleafure,  which  were  to  be  ex- 
landed  not  to  fome,  but  to  all  nations,  without  ex- 
ception^ 
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ception,  who  had  (hewn  themfelves  inimical  to  the 
interefts  of  his  chnvch.— And  his  fury  upon  aU  their 
armies.  By  the  moft  terrible  judgments  which  the 
Almighty  was  about  to  execute,  on  the  avowed  ac- 
tive enemies  of  his  fervants,  he  would  difplay  fove^ 
reign  contempt  of  their  daring  prefumption,  his  per* 
fedl  deteftation  of  their  wickednefs,  and  hisjuft  re- 
fentment  of  their  enormous  crimes.  His  wrath  and 
vengeance  were  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  be  diredked  a- 
gainfl  their  armies,  which  had  been  employed  in  ma- 
king war  againfl  his  faints,  in  dillrelling  his  inheri- 
tance, and  in  oppofing  his  honour  and  intereft  in  the 
world.  How  dreadfi  beyond  conception  muft  be 
his  indignation  I  Who  can  ftand  before  his  fury  who 
ihaketh  the  earth  out  of  his  place,  who  caufeth  the 
pillars  of  heaven  to  tremble,  who  rebuketh  the  fea 
and  tnaketh  it  dry,  who  overtumeth  the  mountains 
in  his  anger?— /fe  bath  utterly  deftroyed  tbem^  &c. 
Thefe  words  plainly  intimate,  that  the  people  Ipoken 
of  were  devoted  to  deftruftion  by  the  fword,  that 
their  blood  was  to  be  Ihed  in  large  meafure,  in  the 
fore  conflids  wherein  they  were  to  be  engaged.  The 
threatened  pvmilhment,  though  then  future  is  expref- 
fed  as  if  it  had  been  already  inflided,  to  intimate  its 
fpeedy  approach  and  imqueftionable  certainty,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  eternal  purpofe  of  him  who  worketh 
all  in  dl. 

3  Their  flain  alfo  (hall  be  caft  out,  and  their 
ftink  fhall  come  up  out  of  their  carcafes,  and 
the  mountains  fhall  be  melted  with  their  blood. 

The  dead  bodies  of  thofe  who  were  flain  in  battle 
were  to  be  denied  the  privilege  of  burial,  and  fuffer- 
ed  to  lie  in  the  open  fields,  that  they  might  be  de- 
voured by  ravenous  beafts  and  birds.  Vaft  multi- 
tudes of  carcafes  expofcd  and  mangled,  would  pro- 
duce a  difagreeable  ftench,  extremely  offenlive  and 
noxious  to  the  fiirviving  inhabitants.  So  immeni'e  a 
quaatity  of  human  blood  wa^  to  be  Ihcd  at  tlis  pe- 
riod, 
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tiod,  that,  according  to  the  hyperboKcal  language 
here  ufed,  not  only  the  lower  places  of  the  earth 
were  to  be  moiftencd  by  it,  but  even  the  mountains 
were  to  be  thereby  foftened.  Than  this  no  expref- 
fion  could  be  ftronger  or  more  forcible. — By  the  ful- 
filment of  this  prediiftion,  God  poured  out  his  wrath 
upon  the  heathen  that  have  not  known  him,  and  up- 
on the  kingdoms  that  have  not  called  upon  his  name ; 
for  they  have  devoured  Jacob,  and  laid  wafte  hirf 
dwelling  place  ♦.  Though  the  ambition  and  cruelty 
of  many  nations  were  employed  to  chaftife  offending 
Ifrael,  yet  were  they  juftly  punilhed  in  their  turn 
with  defolating  Judgments,  efpecially  with  the  fword, 
which  devours  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other, 
fo  that  no  flefh  hath  peace  f , 

4  And  all  the  hoft  of  heaven  fliall  be  diflbU 
red,  and  the  heavens  fhall  be  rolled  together 
as  a  fcroll;  and  all  their  hoft  (hall  fall  down, 
as  the  leaf  falleth  off  from  the  vine,  and  as  a 
falling^  from  the  fig-tree. 

To  elucidate  the  fubjedl  whereof  our  Prophet 
treats,  another  emblem  of  peculiar  excellence  is  in- 
troduced, taken  from  a  terrible  ftorm,  by  which  the 
heavens  and  their  luminaries  feem  to  be  difturbed  and 
obfciu^d.  The  overthrow  of  nations  is  compared  to 
the  celeftial  bodies,  when  dreadfully  adtated  and 
falling  from  their  places.  This  fpecies  of  metaphor, 
which  is  truly  fublime,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
prophetic  ftile,  particularly  to  the  fubjed  of  this  pre- 
di6lion.  Some  degree  of  obfcurity  is  neceflary  in 
prophecy,  arifing  from  the  impropriety  of  .complete- 
ly revealing  every  thing  conne<Sted  with  the  e- 
vents  that  are  foretold;  which,  though  clearly  indi- 
cated, tht  manner  and^ircumftances  relative  to  their 
accomplifhment,  are  left  involved  in  uncertainty. 
For  this  purpofe  the  imagery  here  exhibited  is  excel- 
lently adapted,  whilft  it  exprefles  the  mind  of  the 

Prbphet 
♦  Pfal.  Ixxix.  6,  7.        t  J^'^'  *"•  *24 
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fnpbet^  and  the  magnitude  of  the  event,  'ft  con- 
ceals mitmrer  incidents  attending  the  fubjeft  of  the 
prophecy.  As  the  predidion  now  before  us  cannot 
be  Ihexally  underftood,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  the 
figurative  and  more  interior  fenfe  of  the  words,  agree- 
ably to  which  it  muft  be  interpreted. — Great  public 
csd^nities  are  defcribed  by  the  Prophets,  a&  if  the 
order  of  nature  was  inverted  and  totally  changed.  A 
semarkable  inftance  occurs  in  this  verfe. 

And  all  the  hoji  of  heaven  Jbali  be  diffolved^  &c. 
The  hoft  of  heaven,  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  ftars, 
may  denote  perfons  occupying  fuperior  ftations,  pof- 
fefling  extenfive  power  and  influence;  fuch  as  kings, 
princes,  and  fubordinate  great  men.  This  hoft  flmll 
he  diffolved,  or  eonfumed^  as  tl^  Hebrew  word  figni- 
fies  ;  they  (hall  be  deprived  of  their  former  fplcndid 
appearance,  which  fhall  be  exchanged  for  that  which 
is  much  lefs  luminous,  and  attnid:ive  of  notice  and 
rcfped,  or  they  ftiall  be  altogether  extinguiflied. — 
^be  hea'oem  Jball  be  rolled  together y  &c .  The  heavens 
may  denote  the  whole  fuperior  ftate  of  the  empfae, 
both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical,  which  Ihall  be  involved 
iaobfcurity;  fo  that  all  the  admirable  order,  ele- 
gance, and  beauty  they  had  difplayed,  fhali  entirely 
difappear.  The  cxpreffion  points  at  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  pohtical  fyftem  of  the  kingdom,  that  is 
the  fubjcft  of  the  prediftion.— -/f  «J  all  their  hofi.  Su- 
preme and  fubordinate  ralers,  with  public  teachers, 
whofe  bafinefs  is  to  enlighten  the  fiate  by  their  au- 
thority, inftruftions,  and  example.  The  peribns  who 
filled  thcfe  feveral  ftations,  and  lerved  as  luminaries  to 
the  people,  fhall  be  diverted  of  their  office  and  cha- 
rader. — They  Jhalt  fall  down  as  the  leaffalkth,  &c. 
ThfflT  downtal  is  illurtrated  by  two  well  known  fiini- 
litudes.  As  the  leaf,  after  having  been  agitated  for 
fomc  time  by  a  ftrong  wind  or  tempell,  drops  connec- 
tion with  the  tree  whereby  it  was  nourilhed  ;  in  like 
manner,  people  who  had  been  in  eminence  and  power 
were  to  quit  their  places.  As  a  falling  fig  or  blafted 
fruit  is  blown  down  from  the  trees  whereon  they 

VpL.  III.  S  grew. 
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grew,  and  lie  ufelefs  fcattered  on  the  ground ;  fo  th^ 
perfons  fpoken  of  wer^  to  be  driven  from  their  Ra- 
tion, and  their  relation  to  the  date  diflblved. — ^The 
tremendous  judgment,  which  is  here  denounced  in 
hyperbolical  language,  ggainft  the  cruel  enemies -of 
the  church  of  God,  intimates  th$t  a  thorough  change 
was  to  tak^  place  in  their  cirgumftarices  and  govern- 
nicnt,  and  that  their  qivil  and  reUgious  officers  were 
to  be  abolifh^d.  And  according  to  this  predidion, 
the  powers  that  l^v^  b^en  adverfe  to  the  kingdom 
Y>f  God  have  fucceffively  con^e  to  nought ;  apd  thof^ 
who  periift  in  their  oppofition  to -its  interefts,  fliall  in 
their  turn  alfo  be  certainly  overthrown.  Indeed  all 
the  operations  of  divine  Providence,  refpefting  the 
nations  of  j:he  earth  hoftile  to  the  f^rvants  of  God, 
tend  to  the  fulfilji^ent  qf  this  prophecy  m  its  largely 
^xtei^t. 

5  For  my  fword  fhall  be  bathed  in  heaven; 
behold  it  Ihall  come  dov^rn  on  Idumea,  and 
upon  the  people  of  my  curfe,  to  judgment. 

Our  Prophet  now  defcends  from  a  general  to  a  par- 
ticular objed,  and  denounces  terrible  vengeance  to 
be  executed  againft  Edom  by  means  of  the  fword. 
He  declares  that  the  time  was  approaching,  wherein 
the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  being  kindled  againft  the 
malignant  enemies  of  his  people,  who  had  long  qp- 
prefled  and  a^ded  them,  he  would  make  a  terrible 
llaughter  among  their  prinpes,  their  rich  and  great 
men.  The  figurative  terms  ufed  to  defcribe  this  e- 
vent,  are  taken  from  the  pi-adice  of  a  perfon  of  di- 
Itinguiftied  rank,  who,  intending  to  prepare  a  great 
feaft,  flays  fuch  a  nupiber  of  lambs,  goats,  and  rams, 
that  the  knife  employed  in  killing  them  may  be  faid 
to  be  fatiated  with  blood. — ^The  fword  of  the  Lord 
may  denote  thofe  deadly  inftruments,  which  he  was 
to  employ  for  infliding  his  righteous  judgments  up- 
ok  thofe  who  had  aded  in  hoftility  againft  his  church. 
This  fword,  ^^ie  weapons,  j(hall  be  bathed,  or,  as 

th^ 
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the  Hebrew  word  fignifies,  fhall  be  glutted  with  blood 
in  the  heavens.  If  the  heavens  are  undei-ftood  lite- 
rally, the  expreffion  refers  to  the  decree  of  the  Moll 
High,  which  appointed  theinilruments  of  vengeance^ 
and  from  whence  they  derived  their  efficacy,  for  ac- 
complifhing  the  purpofe  here  fpecified.  If  they  are 
meant  figuratively,  the  predidion  imports,  that  the 
fword  fliould  be  bathed  in  the  blood  of  mighty  emi- 
nent men,  which  was  to  be  fhed  in  large  meafures.— > 
Behold  it  Jball  come  down  on  Idumea,  and  Ihall  devour 
with  irrefiftible  fury  the  inhabitants  of  that  devoted 
tountry;  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  Judea. — And  upon 
the  peopk  of  my  curfe,  to  judgment.  As  the  children  of 
Jacob  wereblefled,  fo  the  pofterity  of  Efau  were  cur- 
icd,  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth.  The  prophetic 
benedidtion  pronounced  by  their  father  on  the  for- 
mer runs  thus :  *  Curfed  be,  every  one  that  curfeth 

•  thee,  and  bleffed  is  he  that  bleffeth  thee  *.'  With 
thefe  words  of  the  patriarch,  the  folemn  declaration 
emitted  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  perfectly  accords; 

•  For  I  have  fwom  by  myfelf,  faith  the  Lor4,  that 

•  Bozrah  Ihall  become  a  defolation,  a  reproach,  a 

•  wafte,  and  a  curie  ;  and  all  the  cities  thereof  ihall 

•  be  a  perpetual  wafte  f .'  The  Edomites  imiformly 
difcovered  inveterate  malice  and  envy  againft  the  If- 
raelite^;  and,  notwithftanding  they  were  brethreii, 
they  would  not  allow  them  a  paffage  through  their 
land,  but  came  out  againft  t^iem  in  a  hoftile  manner* 
They  ufed  violence  againft  the  Jews ;  and  when  the 
Babylonians  carried  them  away  captive,  the  Edom- 
ites encouraged  them  to  raze  Jerufalem  to  the  foun- 
dation. Juftly  therefore  were  they  configned  to  that 
deftrudion  which  God  threatened  to  inflid  upon 
them  by  his  fervant  Ezekiel ;  *  Thus  faith  the  Lord 

•  God,  I  will  alfo  ftretch  out  mine  hand  upon  Edom, 

•  and  will  cut  off  man  and  beaft  from  it ;  and  I  will 

•  make  it  defolate  J.*  With  propriety,  then,  are  the 
inhabitants  of  Idumea  called  the  people  of  God's 
curfe ;  #.  €.  devoted  to  certain  puniftunent  and  mife^ 

ry. 
•  Gen.  xxvii.  29.        f  h^  *^-  ^3*        t  Chap.  xxv.  13. 
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ty. — -It  isTviitlen,  curfed  is  every  one  that  cominueth 
not  in  all  things  w^ich  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  to  do  them.  Let  us  then  have  immediate  re^ 
pourfe,  in  the  manner  he  hath  prefcribed;  to  him  who 
redeems  &om  the  cnrfe,  AfFe<9aBd  with  our  deplora* 
ble  condition,  and  laying  afide  fecurity  and  felf  coa* 
fidence,  let  us  renounce  thofe  fins  winch  have  ejKpo- 
fed  us  to  deftrudion,  and  conlially  fubmit  to  the  Soil 
<^God  as  our  Saviour  and  Lcurd. 

6  The  fword  of  the  LORD  is  filled  with 
blood,  it  is  made  fat  with  fatjjefs,  and  with 
the  blood  of  lambs  and  goats,  and  with  the  fat 
of  the  kidneys  of  rams :  for  the  LORD  liath 
a  facrifice  in  Bozrah,  and  a  great  flaughter  in 
the  land  of  Idumea. 

The  fword  of  Jehovah,  the  inftrument  which  in 
righteous  judgment  he  was  to  employ  in  laying 
wafte  the  people,  who  had  become  the  objefts  of  his 
dread  difpleafure,  is  affirmed  to  be  filled  or  iatiated 
with  blood,  and  made  fiat  with  fatnds.  Theie  figura- 
tive expreffions,  like  that  ufed  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
in  which  acSions  proper  to  living  creatures  are  attribu- 
ted to  this  weapon  of  war,  ftrongly  intimate  the  pro* 
digious  devdlation  which  was  to  be  made  in  the  land 
of  Edom  or  Idumea.  So  great  fliould  be  the  ilaugfa- 
ter  in  that  country,  that  the  fword  was  incapable  of 
afting  longer,  with  that  keennefs  and  eStSt  which  it 
had  fonnerly  done.  The  country  of  Edom  abounded 
with  fine  cattle,  efpecially  with  thofe  of  the  leflcr 
kinds,  fuch  as  rams,  goats,  and  lambs,  which  were 
the  animals  appointed  to  be  oflfered  in  facrifice  upon 
the  altar  of  God,  under  the  former  difpenfation.  The 
vaft  multitudes  of  them  which  were  to  be  flain,  along 
with  the  Edomites,  their  proprietors,  by  the  fwcad  or 
the  knife  ufed  f(»r  killing  beafls,  would  fo  blunt  and 
wear  off  the  edge  of  the  Iharpeft  inflxuments,  that 
they  Ibould  appear  to  have  had  fufficient  employ* 
mcnt,  and  fully  to  juftify  this  llriking  defcription. 

For 
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fbr  tbe  Lord  bath  afacrifice^  &c.     Bozrah,  which 
Unifies  a  fortified  city  inclofed  by  high  walls,  was 
anciently  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Edom.     In 
this  places  or  in  fbme  city  and  country  analogous  to 
die  places  here  mentioned,  it  is  affirmed  that  the 
Lord  hath  a  £icrifice.     Sacrifices  were  anciently  in* 
ihtuted  for  the  honour  of  God,  to  demonftrate  his 
liatred  of  fin,  and  the  neceffity  of  blood  being  (bed, 
to  make  expiation  for  the  guilt  of  the  tranfgreflbrs, 
¥or  thcfe  purpofes  a  facrifice  wa^tobe  made  at  B02- 
rah,  of  the  ridi,  the  great,  and  powerful  enemies  of 
the  people  of  God  ;  whereby  his  wrath  was  to  be  re;. 
vealed  firom  heaven  againft  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
efpecially  againft  the  enmity  they  had  difcovered  to 
his  church.     This  facrifice  and  great  flaughter  was 
to  be  made  not  only  of  the  animals  here  mentioned, 
but  of  the  inhabitants  of  Idumea,  their  proprietors, 
who  weie  defiined  to  death  and  deftruAion.     In  the 
prophetic  ftile,  the  names  of  various  animals  are  gi- 
ven to  men,  of  whom,  in  fome  refpeds,  they  afibrd  a 
fymbolical  reprefentation.     The  fierce,  the  proud, 
and  powerful  enemies  of  the  fervants  of  God,  are  fpo- 
ken  of  under  the  defignatioii  of  lions,  unicorns,  and 
bulk  ;tboie  who  are  denominated  the  fat  ones  of  the 
earth,  and  the  ndghty,  who  are  the  proper  objedte 
of  divide  vengeance,  and  fujted  for  the  flaughter,  are 
heie  mentioned  by  the  names  of  lambs,  goats,  an^ 
rams.    Ezekiel,  as  well  as  Ifaiah,  hath  fet  forth  the 
prince  and  leaders  of  thofe  powers  which  are  adverfe 
to  the  kingdom  of  God,  imder  the  fame  emblems ; 
and  has  added  to  the  boldnefs  of  the  imagery,  by  in- 
troducing Jehovah  fummoning  all  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  the  beafts  of  the  field,  to  the  feaft  which  he 
has  prepared  for  them,  by  the  flaughter  of  the  ad- 
TOfaries  of  his  gloiy. — ^This  judicial  fentence  pro- 
nounced upon  the  hteral  Edom  and  Bozxah,  was  ia 
fome  meafure  executed  by  the  Maccabees,  who  flew 
above  60,000  of  the  Edoraites,  and  deftroyed  their 
fiMtrefles  and  ftxong  holds  *.    In  the  myftical  and 

more 
*  2  Maccab.  x.  15.  etfeq. 
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more  recondite  meaning  the  prophecy  hath  been  alfo 
fulfilled.  In  the  allegorical  fenfe  of  the  words,  fom^ 
country  and  city  may  be  intended^  which  bears  a 
ftrikmg  refemblance  to  the  literal  £dom  and  Bozrab, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  rulers  and  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalem  are  addrefled  imder  the  charader  of  the 
princes  of  Sodom  and  people  of  Gomorrah  *.  The 
Edomites,  who  were  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  once 
conftituted  part  of  the  church  of  God,  and  profeiled 
the  true  reUgion  which  after  they  had  corrupted,  and 
were  become  addided  to  idolatry  and  fuperftition, 
they  grievoufly  perfecuted.  In  like  manner  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  myltical  Edom,  the  celebrated  city  of 
Rome,  after  having  for  fome  time  profefled  the  true 
dodbine  and  worlhip  of  the  Son  of  God,  debafed  the 
Chriftian  religion  by  their  odious  fnperftitions,  and 
became  virulent  perfecutors  of  the  faints  whofe  blood 
they  Ihed,  and  whom  they  treated  with  the  greateft 
cruelty.  On  this  account  the  moft  tremendous  judg* 
ments  are  denounced  againft  them,  not  only  in  this 
prophecy,  but  efpecially  in  the  correfponding  pre- 
didliops  contained  in  the  book  of  Revelation. 

7  And  the  unicorns  fliall  come  down  with 
them,  and  the  bullocks  with  the  bulls  ;  and 
their  land  fhall  be  foaked  with  blood,  and 
their  duft  made  fat  with  fatnefs. 

The  unicora  is  an  animal  remarkable  for  ftrengtfa, 
for  ferocity,  and  the  large  fize  of  his  horn.  Of  the 
bullocks  and  the  bulls,  which  are  well  known,  it  is 
imneceflary  to  attempt  any  defcription.  It  feems  a 
great  flaughter  was  to  be  made  of  thefe  creatures  in 
the  land  of  Idumea,  at  the  time  this  prophecy  was 
literally  fulfilled.  I  fuppofe,  however,  that  they  are 
chiefly  to  be  confidered  as  emblematical  of  the  pow- 
erful, fierce,  obftinate  enemies  of  the  people  of  God, 
who  are  fometimes  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  under  thefe 
names.     In  the  2  2d  Pfalm,  David,  as  a  type  of  J©- 

fus 
•  Chap.  i.  10.  of  this  Prophecy. 
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fus  Chrift,  enforces  his  lequeil  for  divine  fupport  by 
this  argument,  *  Many  bulls  have  compafled  me  f 
and  again,  ^  thou  haft  heard  me  from  the  horns  of 
*  the  unicorns*;*  by  which  expreffion,  applied  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  may  be  meant,  that  his  prayers  were  heard 
l¥hen  CQufliiSing  with  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  with 
Herod  and  Pontius  Pikte,  all  of  whom  he  vanquilh- 
ed  by  hi5  death.  The  proud,  the  mighty,  and  the 
ilubbom  foes  of  the  church  of  God,  reprefented  by 
the  animals  here  mentioned,  fhoujd,  according  to  this 
predidion,  be  caft  down  and  deltroyed.  The  dread- 
ful confequ^nce  fliall  be — ^nd  tb^ir  Iqndjhallbefoak* 
^d  wttb  bloody  &c,'  as  formerly  from  time  to  time  it 
had  been  moifteped  and  foftened  by  rain  from  hea- 
ven.— And  the  duft  that  had  b§en  dry  and  barren 
w^  to  b^  enriched  with  human  blood,  and  the  car- 
ies of  thofe  that  were  flain  and  had  no  burial.  How 
awful  the  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Alhiighty ! 
when  he  renders  tribulation  to  them  that  troubled 
his  faithful  fervants,  his  wrath  becomes  terrible  as 
fire,  and  confijmcs  hi^  enemies  round  about. 

8  For  it  is  the  4ay  of  the  LORD'S  ven- 
geance, and  the  year  of  recompences  for  the 
controverfy  of  Zion, 

The  Prophet  declares  that  Almighty  God  was  a- 
bout  to  avenge  the  injuries  done  to  Zion,  and  fevere- 
ly  to  puniih  the  crimes  of  her  enemies.  The  moft 
proper  time  fixed  by  infinite  wifdom  for  this  purpol'e 
was  to  arrive  at  the  period  wherein  this  prophecy 
ihould  be  accomplilhed.  Though  the  righteous  Lord 
may  bear  long  with  the  wicked,  and  permit  them  to 
go  on  in  their  trefpalies,  yet  he  will  bring  down  their 
violent  deaUng  on  their  owa  head,  and  repay  tliem 
according  to  their  deeds.  *  Vengeance  and  recom- 
!  penfe  is  mine ;  I  will  repay,  faith  the  Lord  f .'  \  en* 
geance  belongeth  xmto  God,  and  to  him  alone ;  it  is 
bis  peculiar  wprk,  againft  whom  tranfgreffion  is  com- 
mitted ; 
^  Ver.  la.  and  21.        f  Bcut.  sxxii.  3^. 
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mitted;  it  is  he  who  hath  appointed  magiftrates  to 
execute  juft  punilhment  upon  evil  doersr  The  coiw 
fiimmate  purity  of  his  nature,  his  inflexiWe  rigbte- 
oufhefs,  his  infinite  power,  and  everlafting  faithful- 
nefs,  give  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  that  in  the  moft 
proper  fe^on  he  will  avenge  his  own  ele£k.  Befides, 
in  his  word  of  truth,  he  folemnly  and  repeatedly  de- 
clares, that  he  will  render  a  recompenfe  to  his  ad- 
verfaries ;  whilft  attentive  obfervers  of  his  providen- 
tial difpcnfations  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  he  ac- 
tually doeth  as  he  hath  faid. — In  the  year  of  recom* 
pences  for  the  controverfy  of  Z ion.  This  controverfy 
k  the  (harp  conteft  that  fubfills  between  the  chm-cb 
of  God  and  the  wicked  men  of  this  world,  who  on  s^ 
6ccafk)ns  difcover  rooted  enmity  againft  the  godly. 
This  controverfy  is  maintained  with  great  warmth 
on  both  fides.  The  people  of  God,  firmly  attached 
to  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  peremptorily  refufe  to 
make  any  prohibited  conceflions  to  their  antagonifts^ 
whilft  they  prudently  refrain  from  reproach  and  in- 
jury. The  ungodly  and  profane  bitterly  revile  and 
upbraid  their  opponents,  and  endeavour,  by  adb  of 
oppreflion  and  cruelty,  fo  to  exafperate  them  as  to 
induce  them  to  retaliate.  Whilft  this  diibord  and  va- 
riance continues,  the  time  of  recompenfe  commen- 
ces ;  Jehovah  himfelf  appears  as  the  fupreme  judge 
who  determines  the  caufe  fai  agitation,  in  the  courie 
of  his  providence ;  by  infliding  terrible  judgments 
on  the  aggreflors,  and  vindicating  the  injured  inno^ 
cence  of  his  fervants. — I  conclude  this  article  by  ad- 
dreffing  you  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  writing 
to  the  faints  at  Rome :  *  Dearly  beloved^  avenge  not 

*  yourfelves ;  but  rather  give  place  imto  wrath  :  for 

*  it  is  written.  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay,  faith 

*  the  Lord.     Therefore|.  if  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed 

*  him  ;  if  he  thirft,  give  him  drink  :   for  in  fo  doing 

*  thou  Ibalt  heap  coals  of  fire  on  his  head.     Be  not 

*  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good.* 

9  And 
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9  And  the  ftreams  thereof  fhall  be  turned 
into  pitch,  and  the  duft  thereof  into  brim- 
ftone,  and  the  land  thereof  fhall  become  burn- 
ing pitch 

In  this  and  the  fix  verfes  that  immediately  follow, 
is  recorded  the  latter  part  of  the  judicial  fentence 
pronounced  upon  the  land  of  Idumea,  wherein  it  is 
adjudged  to  perpetual  defolation.  Our  Prophet, 
whofe  copious  language  and  powers  of  defcription 
are  truly  admirable,  under  the  choiceft  and  ftrongeft 
fi^jures,  reprefcnts  the  country  and  city  above  men- 
tioned as  defolated  by  war,  as  laid  wafte  by  fire,  and 
devoted  to  everlafting  deftruftion — deprived  not  on- 
ly of  its  inhabitants,  but  reduced  to  the  miferable 
ftatc,  wherein  it  fhould  become  the  refidence  of  thole 
wild  animals  which  Ihun  intercourfe  with  man.  — 
jind  the  ftreams  ihetecf  fhall  be  turned  into  pitchy  &c. 
There  feems  to  be  an  allufion  in  thefe  words  to  the 
overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring cities,  on  account  of  their  extreme  wicked- 
nefs.    *  The  Lord  God  rained  upon  them  fire  and 

*  brimftone  from  heaven  ;   he  overthrew  thofe  cities 

*  and  all  the  plain  about  them,  with  all  the  inhabit 

*  tants,  and  all  that  grew  upon  the  ground  *.'  That 
once  fruitful  valley,  which  is  reported  to  extend  a- 
bout  thirty  miles  in  length  and  ten  miles  in  breadth, 
continues  to  this  day  a  great  lake,  having  an  ofFen- 
five  finell,  fo  that  there  is  not  a  living  creature  to  be 
feto  there.  In  fcripture,  this  fevere  punilhment 
which  terminated  in  utter  ruin,  is  mentioned  above 
twenty  times,  as  an  example  of  the  deftruftion  of  If- 
lael  f,  and  of  the  devaftation  to  be  brought  on  their 
enemies,  particularly  on  the  Edomites,  as  we  read  in 
Jeremiah  xlix.  17,  i&.  Theapoftle  Jude  affirms,  that 
this  perpetual  monument  of  the  wrath  of  God  re- 
vealed from  heaven,  is  emblematical  of  the  vengeance 
of  eternal  fire  which  the  ungodly  fhall  fufier,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  defpife  the  gofpel.  ^  The  expreflion 

T        •  before 

*  Gen.  xix.  24.         f  Deut.  xxix.  2'X, 
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before  us  ftrongly  intimates,  in  hyperbolical  language, 
that  when  God  would  execute  righteous  vengeance 
on  the  enemies  of  his  people,  fuch  a  change  was  to 
be  made  in  the  country  tney  poflefs,  as  if  the  ftrearas 
were  converted  into  pitch,  the  duft  into  brimftone, 
and  the  land  into  burning  pitch — ^That  the  import- 
ant advantages  \vhich  they  had  enjoyed  were  to 
prove  dangerous  and  noxious,  and  that  they  fliould 
experience  the  moft  dreadful  alterations  in  their  cir- 
cumflances,  at  the  time  when  God  would  vifit  them 
for  their  fins-  Indeed  the  mind  of  man  cannot  con- 
ceive a  more  horrible  fcene  than  that  which  is  here 
exhibited,  efpecially  when  taken  in  connexion  with 
what  is  immediately  added. 

10  It  fliall  not  be  quenched  night  nor  day; 
the  fmoke  thereof  fhall  go  up  for  ever;  from 
generation  to  generation  it  fhall  lie  wafte;  none 
ihall  pafs  through  it  for  ever  and  ever. 

Ifaiah  feems  to  look  beyond  the  temporal  evils  of 
this  prefent  life^  to  the  everlafting  deftrudion  of  the 
wicked  in  the  future  Hate.  Having  fuggefted  the 
terrible  idea  of  burning  pitch,  left  any  miglit  imagine 
that  the  conflagration  w^ould  be  foon  over,  he  expli- 
citly declares,  that  the  miferies  whereof  he  fpeaks 
Ihall  have  neither  interruption  nor  end.  Tiie  tor- 
ment of  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  kingdom  ot 
God  fliall  never  cieafe  or  be  alleviated ;  neither  day 
nor  night  fhall  yield  them  relief.  To  confirm  tiie 
predicted  perpetual  defolation,  one  expreliion  is  fub- 
joined  to  another,  the  mere  deeply  to  imprefs  the 
momentous  tnith  upon  the  minds  of  men.  What  a 
terrible  aggravation  of  diftrefs,  when  to  the  agonizing 
fenfe  of  prefent  mifery  is -added  the  certain  profpe(Jt 
of  its  endlcfs  duration  I  It  is  imnecefia^y  to  enlarge ; 
the  judgment  here  denounced  comprifes  the  greateft 
evils  that  can  be  fullained  in  tliis  and  the  future 
world. — In  punifhing  tran([rrci}ion,  the  Ahnighty 
can  turn  the  greateft  comforts  into  the  greateft  at- 

tiiaions. 
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fliclions.  The  ftreams,  the  duft,  and  the  land  he  can 
cooFcrt  into  burning  pitch  ;  the  fire  which  ferves  to 
warm,  he  can  give  power  to  confume  and  devour; 
the  mod  pleafant  waters  he  can  make  to  overflow 
and  to  deluge ;  the  aftion  of  the  air,  fram  being  la- 
lubrious  and  wholefome,  he  can  render  the  means  of 
conveying  peftilcntiai  difeafes.  The  lun  that  illumi- 
nates the  world,  he  can  command  to  withhold  his 
light ;  the  ftars  in  their  courfes  to  fight  againft  the  e- 
Remies  of  his  people ;  the  heav^ens,  which  frudity 
the  earth  by  their  benign  infiuences,  to  Ikower  down 
fire  and  brimftone  ;  and  this  earth,  by  whofe  pro- 
dudions  its  inhabitants  are  fupported,  to  become 
barren  and  defolate.  The  moft  ufeful  creatures,  at 
the  ^vine  command,  fhall  prove  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting awful  vengeance  on  the  workers  of  iniquity. 
Above  all  things,  then  brethren,  be  Iblicitous  that  you 
may  be  delivered  from  the  wrath  of  Gv)d  that  cometh 
an  the  children  of  dilbbedicnce. 

1 1  ^But  the  cormorant  and  the  bittern  (hall 
polTels  it;  the  owl,  alfo,  and  the  raven  fliall 
dwell  in  it:  and  he  lliall  ftretch  out  upon  it 
the  line  of  confufion,  and  the  liones  of  cmp- 

I       tinefs. 

The  land  and  city  which  is  the  fabjecl  of  this  pre- 
i  diSion,  being  divetled  of  their  inhabitants,  ih.iii  be 
frequerAted  by  different  kinds  pf  animals,  which  take 
Hp  their  relidence  in  thofe  folitary  places,  that  ha\c 
bce^  deferted  by  their  inhabitants.  The  fevci'al  forts 
of  creatures  here  mentioned  bein  j  nullly  tlie  lame 
with  thofe  fpecified  in 'the  prediclion  delivered  a- 
gainll  Babylon,  in  the  13th  chapter  of  this  book,  I 
ihdW.  do  httk  more  at  prefent  than  mention  them. 
The  connorant  or  pelican,  is  a  bird  that  refoits  to  fo- 
litary  places — The  bittern  is  a  fowl  that  hath  a  del  j- 
ful  cry,  and  repairs  to  marlliy  grounds — ^The  ov/I, 
which  hath  alfo  a  melancholy  voice,  retires  to  o-d 
fuins  left  by  their  former  polieflbrs — The  raven,  tli Jt 
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fills  the  air  with  a  croaking  noife,  feeds  upon  the  car- 
cafes  of  the  dead.  All  thefe  creatures  were  to  take 
up  their  refidence  in  the  defokte  country  and  city 
whereof  the  deftrudiwi  is  here  foretold. — Andhejball 
Ji retch  out  upon  it  the  line  ofconfufton^  &c.  This  ex- 
preffion  feems  to  be  borrowed  from  the  practice  of 
architects  and  workmen,  who  ufe  lines  in  building, 
levelling,  and  examining  their  work.  In  reference 
to  this  method  taken  by  artifts,  when  God  afiured 
his  people  that  JerufeJem  fhould  be  rebuilt,  h&  pro- 
mifed  that  a  line  fhall  be  ftretched  forth  upon  that 
city  *.  The  line  of  confufion  which  Jehovah  was 
to  ftretch  out  upon  the  fubjeftof  this  projAecy,  may 
denote,  that  as  the  Lord  when  he  builds  executes  his 
work  with  the  utmoft  exadtnefe  and  ikill,  fo  when  he 
overthrows,  he  accurately  metes  out  whatever  is  def- 
tined  to  deftru^Sion ;  and  that  every  thing  compre- 
hended in  this  meafurement  Ihall  be  reduced  to  a 
large  confufed  mafs,  deftitute  of  order  and  beauty. — 
And  the /tones  of  emptinefs.  Stones  are  commonly  re- 
markable for  folidity  and  weight;  whereas  thofehere 
mentioned  are  faid  to  be  empty,  devoid  of  thofe  qua- 
lities which  are  neceflary  to  their  being  employed  |in 
eredting  any  ufeful  work  in  town  or  country.  The 
words  may  intimate,  that  the  defolation  which  God 
threatened  to  inflid  upon  Edom  was  to  be  irrepara- 
ble, that  nothing  effeftual  could  ever  be  done  to  re^ 
jftore  that  kingdom  tq  its  former  ccmdition. 

1 2  They  fhall  call  the  nobles  thereof  to  the 
kingdom,  but  none  Jball  be  there,  and  all  her 
princes  fhall  be  nothing. 

Such  was  to  be  the  difmal  afpeift  of  the  country, 
that  though  a  very  few  of  the  lowed  prder  of  the 
people  might  efcape  the  general  devaftation,  yet  none 
of  the  nobles  or  great  men  could  be  found,  who 
were  capable  of  repairing  the  ruins  of  the  ilate,  or  of 
alTumipg  the  reins  of  government  with  the  leaft  pro- 
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fpcd  of  retrieving  their  affairs.  Enquiry  having  been 
inade  for  fuch  perfons^  not  one  could  be  found  re-, 
mainmg  to  undertake  the  arduous  taflc.  It  is  added, 
— And  all  ber  princes /ha  1 1  be  nothing.  None  of  thofe 
conne<^ed  with  the  royal  family  furvived  the  dread- 
ful cataftrophe ;  all  having  perifhed  in  the  general 
calamity  that  defolated  the  empne.  How  forlorn  and 
helpleis  the  condition!  If  that  (late  is  in  deplorable  cir- 
cumflances  which  has  children  for  their  princes,  per- 
fbils  who  have  no  more  underftanding  and  ability 
than  children,  how  miferable  their  fituation,  who  have 
not  left  among  them  any  individual  who  can  exer- 
dfe  authority,  and  govern  the  people  by  wholefomc 
laws  !  Then,  as  in  Ifrael  when  there  was  no  judge 
or  king  over  them,  every  man  docth  that  which  is 
right  in  his  own  eyes.  If  men  are  not  controlled  by 
wUe  and  good  Laws,  they  are  opprefled  by  unruly 
paifions ;  and  thofe  who  complained  of  the  tyranny. 
of  perfons  in  power,  may  find  that  th^y.  are  more 
cruelly  opprefled  by  their  own  lufls  and  thofe  who 
ftand  on  the  fame  level  with  themfelves. 

13  And  thorns  fhaii  come  up  in  her  pala- 
ces, nettles  and  brambles  in  the  fortrefles  there- 
of: and  it  ihall  be  a  habitation  of  dragons,  and 
a  court  for  owls. 

14  The  wild  beafts  of  the  defart  {hall  alfo 
meet  with  the  wild  beafls  of  the  ifland,  and 
the  fatyr  fhall  cry  to  his  fellow :  the  fcreech 
owl  alio  fhall  refl  there,  and  find  for  herfelt  a 
place  of  reft. 

15  There  fhall  the  great  owl  make  her  nefl, 
ar.dlay,  and  hatch,  and  gather  under  herfha- 
d*  w:  there  fhall  the  vultures  alio  be  gathered, 
every  one  with  her  mate. 

According  to  this  prediSion,  which  is  here  ampli- 
fipd  and  iUuftrated,  the  land  of  Idumea  and  the  city 
pf  Bozrah  being  depopulated,  were  to  become  an  un- 
frequented 
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frequented  defart.  In  the  fumptuous  houfes  former- 
ly occupied  by  their  princes  and  nobles,  thorns  Avere 
to  fpring  up.  In  the  fortified  places,  which  in  for- 
mer times  had  been  kept  in  great  order,  were  to  grow 
nettles  and  brambles.  The  expreffions  plainly  inti- 
mate, that  the  grandeur  and  ftrength  of  Edora  were 
to  be  annihilated;  and  that;  thofe  places  wherein  they 
enjoyed  their greateftpleafures,and  inVhich  they  pla- 
ced their  chief  confidence,  fliould  be  reduced  to  ruins, 
and  prove  awful  monuments  of  God's  righteous  dif- 
pleafure.  The  doleful  creatures  and  wild  beads 
which  are  here  fpecified,  Ihall  take  up  their  dreary 
abode  in  the  habitations  of  the  enemies  of  the  church 
of  God.  Thither  they  fhall  refort;  there  they  fhall 
haunt  and  meet  one  with  another ;  there  they  Ihall 
take  up  their  refidence,^  build  their  nefls,  hatch  with- 
out difturbance,  and  bring  up  their  'young  ones. — 
How  dreadful  the  revolutions  in  countries,  cities,  and 
kingdoms,  to  which  the  fins  of  their  inhabitants  have 
given  rife  !  Thofe  populous  lands  and  great  empires 
which  long  flourifhed,  and  are  highly  celebrated  in 
hifl:ory,  have  been  turned  into  a  barren  wildemefs 
and  ruinous  heaps.  The  Edomites  and  the  other  na- 
tions whg  dealt  cruelly  and  perfidioufly  with  Ifrael 
of  old,  were  cut  off,  defolated,  and  exterminated. 
And  thefe  judgments  of  the  Almighty,  which  make 
^ftonilhing  changes  on  the  face  of  the  earth  and  in 
the  conditions  of  men,  jfhall  in  due  time  overtake  all 
the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God.  Let  us  then  take 
heed  that  we  participate  not  with  Edom  in  their  fins, 
left  we  lliare  in  their  puniflunents. 

As  Ifrael  was  a  figure  of  the  Chriftian  church,  fo 
the  Edoriiites,  who  were  inimical  to  them,  reprefent 
the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Every 
-age  hath  its  Edomites ;  the  adors  are  changed,  and 
the  fcene  is  fhifted,  but  the  ftage  and  tjie  drama  are 
the  fame.  The  awful  vengeance  which  God  laid  up- 
on the  hteral  Edom  and  Bozrah,  for  the  violence 
they  had  done  unto  Urael^  and  the  innocent  blopd 
^ey  had  Ihed  m  their  land,  was  in  part  executed  by 
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the  Maccabees,  and  afterwards  completed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  hath  not  been  done  to  other  nations  *. 
And  with  refpeft  to  the  myftical  Edom,  the  Roman 
empire,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  compofed  chiefly 
of  the  pofterity  of  Efaii,  who  deftroyed  the  fecond 
temple  of  the  Lord,  who  poured  out  the  blood  of  the 
Jews  as  water,  and  whofe  citizens  in  following  ages 
have  perfecated  and  moft  inhumanly  treated  the  con- 
feflbrs  of  the  truth ;  its  future  fortunes,  which  muft 
be  very  eventful,  depend  entirely  on  the  counfels 
and  providence  of  God,  to  whofe  power  none  can  fet 
bounds;  who  can  do  whatfoever  he  pleafeth,  and  who 
will  do  whatfoever  he  hath  purpofed  and  publifhed 
by  his  fervants  the  prophets.  From  the  prophecy 
we  have  been  confidering,  there  is  reafoii  to  fuppofe, 
what,  if  confiftent  with  the  divine  will  and  glory,  we 
wifh  may  be  averted,  that  devaftation  and  utter  ruin 
await  the  Papal  dominions. — •  They  that  hate  the 
'  righteous  fhall  be  defolate  f .'  The  evil  of  puniih- 
ment  refults  from  the  evU  of  fin ;  and  no  fin  brings 
on  fuch  defolation  as  the  malicious  hatred  and  perfe- 
ction of  the  upright  fervants  of  God.  Whofo  doubts 
of  this  truth  ought  attentively  to  furvcy  the  defola- 
tion brought  upon  the  once  highly  favoured  nation 
of  the  Jews,  for  their  enmity  againft  the  King  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  his  faithful  fubjefts. 

16  f  Seek  ye  out  of  the  book  of  the  LORD, 
and  read:  no  one  of  thefe  (hall  fail,  none  fhall 
want  her  mate;  for  my  mouth  it  hath  com- 
manded, and  his  fpirit  it  hath  gathered  them. 

This  and  the  foUowmg  verfe  contains  a  folemn 
confirmation  of  the  certain  approach  of  the  above 
mentioned  dreadful  calamities.  The  hypocritical 
and  profane,  who  heard  of  thefe  awful  improbable 
events,  mi^t  call  in  queilion  the  tmth  of  the  pre- 
didions  emitted  by  our  Prophet  and  the  upright  fer- 
vants of  God :  aftonilhed  at  the  grandeur  of  their  pro- 
phecies, 

•  See  Jofephus  sii.  ii,  12.         f  Pfal.  xxxiv.  21. 
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phecies,  they  could  with  difficulty  yield  to  them  the 
unfufpeding  confidence  which  they  claimed.  For 
the  benefit  of  perfons  of  both  defcriptions,  the  moft 
explicit  affurance  is  given  of  their  fulfilment. — ^The 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftaraent,  committed  to  wri- 
ting at  the  time  wherein  this  prophecy  was  delivered, 
compofes  the  book  of  the  Lord  which  we  are  requi- 
red to  fearch  and  to  read.  It  comprifes  the  books 
commonly  called  the  books  rfMofes,  from  which  we 
learn  that  all  the  creatures  are  fubjed  to  the  decree 
and  the  command  of  Jehovah;  and  wherein  it  is  fore- 
told that  *  Edom  fhall  be  a  pofleffion ;  Seir  alfo  Ihall 

*  be  a  pofleffion  for  his  enemies :  and  Ifiael  (hall  do 

*  valiantly.     Out  of  Jacob  Ihall  come  he  that  fliall 

*  have  dominion,  and  ihall  deftroy  him  that  remain- 

*  eth  of  the  city  ♦.'  It  includes  the  Pfalms  of  David, 
wherein  the  church  requefts  that  God  would  remem- 
ber the  children  of  Edom  for  their  wickednels  and 
cruelty  f .  It  comprehends  the  prophecies  of  Joel, 
who  exprefsly  declares  that  Edom  fhall  be  a  defolate 
wildemefs  X  ;  ^"^d  of  Amos,  by  whom  the  Lord  faid, 

*  I  will  fend  a  fire  upon  Teman,  which  fhall  devour 

*  the  palaces  of  Bozrah  §  ;* — efpecially  the  prophecy 
which  we  have  now  been  confidering,  that  confti-- 
tutes  an  elTential  part  of  the  book  of  the  Lord  which 
ought  to  be  carefully  confulted.  The  diredion  here 
given,  plainly  fuppofes  that  this  prophecy  was  to  be 
preferved  in  exiftence  to  the  time  of  its  accomplifh- 
ment;  fo  that  people  of  dubious  and  inquifitive 
minds  might  have  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
predidions  with  the  events,  in  order  to  be  convinced 
of  their  exaft  correfpondence. 

The  lovers  of  the  truth  are  exhorted  to  feek  out 
and  read  this  book  of  the  Lord,  to  fearch  and  perufe 
it  with  the  mofl  fedulous  attention,  with  due  feriouf- 
nefs  of  mind,  and  earned  defire  to  receive  infbru6Hon. 
It  is  not  enough  to  read  it  in  a  carelefs  fuperficial 
manner ;  it  ought  to  be  ftudied  and  exam'med  with 
the  greateft  diligence  and  impartiality.     To  difcover 

its 

*  Numb.  XXIV.  18,  19.  f  Plal.  cxxxvii.  7.  t  Chap.  iii.  19. 
5  Chap.  L  10.  N  ^ 
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its  genuine  import,  confider  the  connc6tioB  and  de- 
fign  of  its  feveral  component  parts,  and  compare  fpi,- 
ritual  things  with  fpiritual.  Efpecially  ought  the 
various  events  of  divine  Providence  to  be  viewed 
with  reference  to  fcripture  prophecies,  of  which  they  ' 
are  the  accomplifhment,  that  fo  we  may  be  crftablilli- 
ed  in  the  iDeUef  of  the  divine  teftimony,  and  the 
faithfidnefs  of  God  in  hisdifpenfations. — Apply  your 
minds,  then,  brethren,  with  the  greateft  afliduity  to 
read  and  to  ftudy  the  word  of  God,  which  is  greatly 
enlarged  fince  the  days  of  Ifaiah,  In  this  facred  re- 
pofitory  of  divine  knowledge,  you  rn^y  find  thofe 
precious  pearls  that  will  adorn  the  hidden  man  of 
the  heart ;  thofe  reviving  cordials  that  will  reftore 
your  fouls;  thofe  falutary  inftrudions  that  will  en - 
rich  your  minds ;  thofe  glorious  prdpedts  that  will 
invigorate  and  gladden  your  fouls,  and  thoroughly 
fumifh  you  for  every  good  work.  Having  fummon- 
ed  in  sdl  your  ftraggling  thoughts  and  concentered 
your  affe<^ons  in  this  important  work  to  which  we 
are  here  invited,  r-ead  and  fearch  the  book  of  the 
Lord,  which  was  written  by  his  authority,  didated 
by  his  Spirit,  and  which  imfolds  his  providence,  his 
law,  and  gofpeL  With  intenfe  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures^ 
imite  eameft  prayer  to  God,  that  he  may  open  your 
eyes  to  behold  the  wondrous  things  which  they  con- 
tain ;  and  that  by  his  Spirit  he  may  render  them  ef- 
fediial  for  your  fandification  and  confolation. 

NooncofthefeJballfaU.i^c.  The  moft  intimate 
connection  fubfifts  between  all  the  parts  of  divine  re- 
velation, and  betwixt  the  prophecies  and  the  events 
whereby  they  are  accompliflied ;  the  one  exactly 
correfponds  to  the  other:  the  former,  refultixig  from 
the  divine  counfels  of  Jehovah,  gives  rife  to  the  latr 
ter ;  and  the  latter  refpeds  the  former,  as  the  con^ 
fequence  does  the  antecedent;  whilft  both  being 
confronted,  announce  with  perfed  harmony  the  mfif- 
nite  wifdom  and  glory  of  the  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  The  fulfilment  of  the  predidions  contained 
in  the  fcriptures,  depending  on  the  power  and  vera- 
city  of  Jehovah,  it  is  impolfible  that  ady  of  them  can 

VoL-iJI,      ,  V  taU 
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fail  of  being  pundually  verified  in  due  feafcMi.  What 
Jefus  Chrift  faith  of  the  law  is  equally  true  of  th^ 
prophecies,  *  TiH  heaven  and  earth  pafs,  one  jot  or 

*  one  tittle  fhallin  no  wife  pafs  till  all  be  fulfilled  *•* 
And  ellcwhere  he  explicitly  affirms,  *  that  all  things 

*  muft  be  fulfilled  which  were  written  in  the  law  of 

*  Mofes,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  pfalms  con* 

*  ceming  him  f .'  When  difcourfing  of  the  defola- 
tion  of  Jerufdem,  he  hath  thefe  remarkable  words, 

*  Tbcfe  be  the  days  of  vengeance,  that  all  things 

*  which  are  written  may  be  fulfilled  $.'  Whatfoever, 
therefore,  God  hath  foretold  by  his  fervants,  fhall  cer- 
tainly be  brought  to  pafs  in  the  courfc  of  his  provi- 
dence. 

For  my  mouth  it  bath  commanded,  Sf-c.  Thefe  word^ 
Contain  farther  folemn  confirmation  of  the  above  pre« 
didions.  Jehovah,  who  fpake  by  our  Prophet,  hath 
exprelsly  declared,  that  the  events  here  foretold  Ihall 
be  precifely  accomphftied  according  to  this  prophecy. 
The  Almighty  having  irreverfibly  determined  that 
thw  threatened  calamities  fliQll  be  inllided  upoil  the 
land  of  Idumea,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  he 
will  perform  what  he  hath  Ipoken.  I^eil  any  hefita« 
tion  might  arife  on  this  fubjed,  it  is  added, — Jnd  bu 
Spirit  it  bath  gathered  them;  namely,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  who  Ipake  by  the  mouth  of  Ifaiah,  when  em-» 

•  ^yed  in  publifhing  the  mind  of  God  to  the  church. 
The  eternal  Spirit,  by  whom  all  the  hoft  of  heaven 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  made,  by  whom 
all  the  beads  of  the  field  and  the  fgwls  of  the  air 
were  brought  to  Adam,  to  receive  their  names ;  and 
fome  of  each  fort  were  conduded  to  Noah,  that  he 
might  put  them  into  the  ark,-— can  eafily  carry  into 
etied  the  mod  improbable  events.      This  Spirit, 

*  whenever  he  pleafeth,  can  colled  the  doleful  crca- 
tuies  fpecified  in  this  predidion,  to  tbofe  defolate  pla^ 
^es  winch  he  hath  afiigned  them  for  a  habitation. 

17  And  he  hath  cail  the  lot  fox  thetn,  and 
his  hand  hath  divided  it  unto  them  by  line  \ 

they 

f  Mat.  V.  i8*        f  Lvkn  xxxv.  44.        %  Uikt  m.^^  22, 
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they  fhall  poflefs  it  for  ever,  from  generation 
to  generatioix  fhall  they  dwell  therein^ 

The  figurative  expreflions  here  ufcd  are  taken 
60m  the  pra<%ce  of  dividing  inheritances  into  feveral 
parts,  among  thofe  appointed  co-heirs  of  the  eftate. 
b  perfomung  this  bulinefs,  the  lot  is  call  to  afceiu 
tain  to  whom  each  division  fhall  belong ;  and  then 
the  feveral  parts  arc  meafured  by  line,  to  adjuft  their 
extent  and  boundaries.  In  this  manner  the  land  of 
Canaan  was  divided  among  the  tribes  of  Ifrael^.  In 
allufion  to  this  cuftom,  our  Prophet  affirms,  that  the 
ercatures  he  had  mentioned  were  to  have  proper  pla- 
ces erf*  refidence  afiigned  to  them,  in  the  defolated 
ccnmtry  ok  Idumea — That,  according  to  their  feveral 
inftm^  and  the  laws  of  Providence,  they  were  to  re* 
fort  tiiither,  and  to  find  dwellings  agreeable  to  their 
londy  nature,  of  which  they  might  enjoy  undiftiirb- 
ed  pc^effion  from  age  to  age. — In  this,  as  in  many 
other  pcecUdtion^,  the  Prophets  feem  to  foeak  hyper* 
hoScally,  and  to  foretel  events  beyond  all  human  ex- 
pedation.  In  this  mode  of  expreflion,  a  myftical  of 
fectmdary  fenfe  is  inclofed ;  things  temporal  inclofe,, 
^  it  were,  things  fpiritual,  more  excellent  and 
anpcMtant.  TTie  expofitions  given  by  apoftles  and 
cvangeMs  of  OTcient  prophecies,  fuggdl  feveral  in* 
ftanccs  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  According  to 
this  principle^  the  allegorical  interpretation  of  what 
is  here  foretold  ought  carefully  to  be  inveftigated,  ia 
orier  to  perceive  the. full  completion  of  the  prophe- 
cy, in  ccHifidering  which  I  have  already  too  long  de- 
Gained  you.  This  circumftance,  worthy  of  attention^ 
<Hig6t  to  induce  us  to  fearch  the  fcriptures,  which 
untold  the  beautiful  harmonious  plan  of  divine  Pro- 
^i<ience  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world; 
which  inform  of  the  rife  and  fall  of  nations,  and  fhew 
that  all  events  fhall  terminate  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
^cked,  and  the  eftablilhment  of  the  everlafting 
Gangdom  of  God  our  Saviour,  to  whom  be  honour  and 
glojy  vrorld  without  end.     Amen, 

PRELI- 

♦  See  Joih.  xviii.  6. 
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PRELIMINARY,  OBSERVATIONS 

HAVING  finilhed  the  difcuffion  of  the  firft  part 
of  our  Prophet's  difcourfe,  we  proceed  to  con- 
fider  the  fecond  part,  recorded  in  the  chapter  be- 
fore u».  After  foretelling  the  deftrudion  of  the 
powerful  natbn  of  Edom,  which  for  long  time  pro- 
ved adverfe  to  the  church,  he  proclaims  the  jubilee 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  with  its  joyful  glorious  con- 
fequences.  The  feftion  may  be  divided  into  three 
diftindk  parts. — In  the  firft,  the  propofition  is  brought 
forward,  refpedting  the  confolation  which  the  people 
of  God  may  derive  from  the  judgments  infli£ted  up- 
on their  adveriaries,  and  the  flourifhing  happy  ftitte 
to  which  the  church  after  that  period  was  to  be  ad- 
vanced, in  the  pofleffion  of  the  moft  excellent  privi- 
leges, ver.  I,  2. — In  the  fecond,  a  feafonable  pathe- 
tic exhortation  is  addreffed  to  the  faithful  fervants  of 
the  Moft  High,  encouraging  them  to  comfort  their 
infirm,  dejeded,  and  afflided  brethren,  with  the  plea- 
fing  expedation  of  recompenfe  and  falvation,  v.  3,  4. 
—In  the  third  part,  the  glorious  prerogatives  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  faithful,  at  the  period  referred  to^  are 
reprefented  as  producing  the  moft  delightful  aftonifh- 
ing  change  in  mens  condition.  Among  thefe  the  fol- 
lowing are  particularly  ftated :  Greater  fpiritual  illu- 
mination than  in  former  times — alacrity  in  perform- 
ing holy  duties — extenfive  communications  of  divine 
grace— the  purity  and  prefervation  of  the  church  in 
a  ftate  of  tranquillity — with  the  progreffive  joy  and 
gladnefs  which  was  to  refuit  from  thii  rich  profufion 
of  precious  benefit?.  The  whole  fedion  exhibits  a 
complete  model  of  the  church  in  its  beft  ftate  upon 
earth,  enjoying  all  thofe  benefits  which  are  necefl^- 
ry  to  prefent  felicity  and  comfort. 

.     CHAP. 
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nPHE  wildemefs  and  the  foUtary  place  (hall 
A    be  glad  for  them :    and  the  defart  fhall 
rejoice,  and  bloflbm  as  the  rofe* 

The  prophecy  we  are  now  to  confider,  coatams  a 
beautiful  figurative  defcription,  of  the  glorious  confe- 
quences  that  were  to  fdlow  the  awfiil  judgments' 
threatened  to  be  inflicled  upon  £dom.  They  were 
to  be  fucceeded  by  the  reftoiation  of  the  church  to  a 
ftate  of  the  hi^eft  profperity,  and  the  converfion  of 
the  nations  which  hitherto  had  refembled  the  defart. 
— ^The  fubjeft  whereof  our  Prophet  treats,  is  introdu- 
ced under  the  appellation  of  the  wildemefs,  the  foli- 
tary  place,  and  the  defart,  to  which  are  afcribed  ex« 
ultation  and  joy,  on  account  of  the  defdUition  of  Idu- 
mca ;  the  life,  the  beauty,  and  fragrance  of  a  rc£e  J 
the  comelinefs  and  glory  of  Lebanon  and  Carmel ; 
the  vifion  of  the  excellency  and  majefty  of  God.  It 
muil  be  a  rational  fubjeft  of  which  he  fpeaks,  that 
is  capable  of  poflefling  thefe  qualities  and  privileges, 
and  can  be  no  other  dian  the  church  of  tht  living 
God,  compofed  of  thofe  nations  which,  in  their  na- 
tural  or  decayed  ftate,  juftly  merited  the  charadter 
by  which  they  are  reprefented.  Prior  to  their  in- 
trodu£kion  into  this  bleOed  fociety,  which  is  the  ob- 
jeft  of  God's  peculiar  care,  they  were  involved  in  er- 
ror, munerfed  in  fuperftition,  the  votaries  of  falfe  re- 
ligicHi,  deftitute  of  felutary  knowledge,  devoid  of  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  ftrangers  to  com- 
munion with  God:  their  condition  was  unpleafant 
and  unfruitful,  like  that  of  a  wildemefs.  On  thefe 
and  fimilar  accounts,  theur  circumftances  were  truly 
deplorable,  deferving  conmiiferatiop  and  pity.  Being 
cultivated,  however,  by  means  of  the  word  and  fer- 
vants  of  Jehovah ;  being  enriched  by  divine  grace, 
and  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  they  laid  afide 
their  former  iad  and  miferable  appearance^  they  re« 
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covered  new  life  and  vigour,  beauty  and  fniitfulnefs, 
and  were  admitted  to  the  pofleffion  of  the  moft  va- 
luable privileges ;  and  therefore, 

They  fhali  be  gludjor  them,  &c.    For  the  divine 
judgments  that  were  executed  upon  £dom.     Tlie 
words  impo¥t,  that  they  were  to  feel  vehement  joy- 
ful emotions  of  mind,  which  would  be  exprefled  in 
Ijieir  coaveriation  and  coodud,  becaufe  the  Ahnigh- 
ty  had  nanifcfted  his  righteouibefs  and  veracity,  in 
the  oyarthrow  of  their  enemies,  and  demonfirated 
his  diitioguiffaing  &vour  toward  his  peo^de.     Their 
f>j  was  not  to  proceed  from  a  rancorous  revengeftd 
difpofitioQ  (which  they^  detefted),  but  from  ardent 
love  to  the  divine  glory,  dilplayed  in  the  deftrudiQa 
of  the  enemies  of  his  fervants,  by  whom  they  had 
beeji  cruelly  haiafled  and  perfecutcd.     It  was  the 
proper  efibd:  of  their  deliverance  from  that  fuperfti* 
don  aodoppireiGon,  of  which  tliefe  people  had  been 
the  chief  iupportcrs ;  and  of  a  way  being  opened  for 
the  enjojonent  of  liberty  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.    *  The  righteous  ftiali  rejoice  (faith  the  royal 
•  Halmift)  when  he  feeth  the  vengeance**  of  Jehovah, 
which  fometimes  burfts  foith  like  a  tfaiuider  ftons, 
and  fweeps  away  at  once,  in  the  height  of  their  pro. 
fperity,  the  implacable  advei&ries  of  the  people  of 
God.     On  this  account  the  faints  are  invited  to  rt^ 
joicc  over  the  deftru<aion  of  myftical  Babylon  f.  And 
here  it  is  foretold,  that  for  a  fimilar  leaibn  they  ihould 
extol  the  Lord  and  celebrate  his  praifes. 

And  bloffom  as  the  rofe.  Nothing  cam  be  mote  grace- 
ful and  elegant  than  this  expreffion.  The  cover  of  the 
rofe  being  fwelled  and  opened,  this  lovely  flower  ex# 
pands,  enlarges  in  ^xe,  and  difpkys  attra&ive  beauiy. 
Tinted  with  the  ihongeft,  ricfaeft  colours,  it  exhihks 
the  mdBi  pleafant  afpod,  it  diflSiles  the  molt  delightfid 
flavour,  and  fo  is  admirably  fuited  to  ireprefent  the  flou^ 
riihing  ftate  of  the  church  of  God,  Tlie  rofe  juft  burft 
forth  from  the  cover  in  which  it  was  ihcloled,  affuming 
the  moft  pkafkntappearance,andyieldingthemoft  fra- 
grant finell,  conveys  a  lively  image  of  the  church,  revi- 
ved 
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vedand  invigorated  by  the  Hqiy  jSpirit,  with  new  MSk^ 
beauty,  and  fttength.    A  more  ami^Ue  grateful  ob* 
je&  cannot  be  preiented  to  view  than  the.  people  of 
Godi  who,  after  having  been  in  a  wildemels-like 
flate»  put  on  the  beauties  of  holine&,  who,  on  nc^ 
count  of  theif  fplendor,  are  compared  to  the  celeftial 
luminaries,  for  comehnefs  to  the  moil  glcHrious  ftruo 
turcs,  the  ch(»ceil  ornaments,  and  the  lovdieft  flowers 
in  the  garden.     The  fweet  imell  of  the  rofe  giv^  a 
very  faint  idea  of  the  far  more  exhilerating  .perfume, 
which  arifes  from  the  freih  undUon  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, and  the  fweet  iavoUr  of  the  knowledge  of  Chiift« 
when  grace  is  poured  into  tlie  lips,  when  wifdom  en- 
ters into  the  heart,  when  much  incenfe  alceads  on 
high  with  prayers,  when  the  lacrifices  of  righteouf- 
nds  and  of  doing  good,  are  continually  offered,  and 
edifying  converlktion  ituniilers  grace  to  the  hoaxers* 
In  fucb  a  profperous  ftate  doth  the  church,  as  here 
ioKtold^  bloflbm  as  a  rofe. — Seniible  thiit  the  iniluen** 
pes  of  heaven  are  abfolutely  necefiary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  happy  condition,  let  us  earneftly  requeft 
of  God,  that  be  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  us  rdfreihmg 
Communications  of  divine  gr^xc,  to  revive  us  in  the 
midft  of  thefe  years,  that  we  may  be  glad  and  re* 
joicein  him,  and  by  fruitfulneis  in  every  good  work 
Vaj  ihew  forth  his  praife. 

2  It  fliall  bloflbm  abundantly,  and  rejoice 
<!ven  with  joy  and  iiftging :  the  glory  of  Le- 
}mon  fhall  be  given  unto  it,  the  excellency 
of  Garmel  and  bharon:  they  Ihall  fee  the  glory 
of  the  LORD,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  fine  illuftration  of  the  plea- 
&nt  fubjed  introduced  m  the  former  verfe. — Blof- 
fcms,  you  know,  are  the  beautiful  flowers  wherewith 
trees  and  Ihrubs  are  cloathed  in  the  fprmg,  which 
give  the  agreeable  profpecl  of  plentifi^l  fruit  in  due 
feafon.  Thefe  blofibms  which,  according  to  the  or- 
jler  of  nature,  precede  the  fruit  that  afterward  ripens 
'  ^to  maturity,  may  lignify  the  very  agreeable  joyful 
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appearance  whkh  on  this  j^ccaiion*  the  church  was  to 
afTume,  of  found  convidlions  of  fin,  of  divine  iUumi* 
nation  and  the  knowledge  of  facred  truths,  accompa- 
nied with'unfeigned  return  to  God  as  their  portion, 
and  to  his  fervice  as  their  employment.  Thefe  things, 
which  are  truly  comely  and  defirable,  were  to  Ihew 
themfelves  in  large  abundance  in  the  profperous  pe- 
riod  here  foretold,  as  preludes  to  the  moil  valuable 
attainments  and  fignal  fervices.— 'Befides;  fuch  was  to 
be  at  this  time  their  felicity  and  joy,  that  our  Pro- 
phet, having  exprefled  his  views  in  language  not  fuf- 
ficiently  ftiong,  returns  to  the  fubjedl,  and  affirms, 
that  upright  men — -/baU  rejoice  with  joy  and  Jinging. 
They  ihadl  exult  and  triumph  With  the  greateft  glad- 
nefs ;  one  ad  of  exultation  fhall  fucceed  another, 
which  fhall  not  foon  be  terminated,  the  cauies  and 
grounds  of  it  being  real  and  permanent.  And  this 
joy  fhall  arife  to  a  vaft  height,  and  be  exprefled  by 
finging  fongs  of  praife  to  the  God  of  falvation. 

The  glory  of  Lebanon  Jhall  be  given  unto  it^  &c. 
Among  the  mountains  of  Paleftine,  the  moft  remark- 
able  and  the  moft  celebrated,  are  mount  Lebanon 
and  mount  Carmel.  The  glory  of  the  former,  well 
known  fiwr  its  magnitude  and  height,  confifled  in  the 
abundance  of  lofty  wide  fpreading  cedars,  and  o- 
ther  forts  of  trees  wherewith  it  was  <:overed,  which 
exhibited  a  flriking  appearance  of  flrength,  ma- 
jefly,  and  grandeur.  The  excellency  of  the  lat- 
ter  lay  in  its  riches  and  fertility,  being  cloathcd  with 
luxuriant  corns,  with  vines, olives,  and  delicious  fruits, 
it  difplayed  peculiar  beauty,  grace,  and  fruitfiilnefs. 
The  excellency  of  the  valley  or  country  of  Sharon 
confifled  in  the  fertile  fields,  the  large  flocks,  the 
rich  pailurage,  the  fine  flowers  and  fruits  wherewith 
it  abounded,  and  which  rendered  it  exquifitely  beau- 
tiful. Indeed  the  united  excellencies  of  all  the  crea- 
tures, are  infufficient  to  adumbrate  the  glories  of  the 
church,  which  are  doubtlefs  here  intended  by  this 
aflemblage  of  images  coUeded  from  the  moft  magni- 
ficent and  beautiful  objedts  in  nature.    The  former 
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of  thcfe  metaphorical  expreffions  may  fignifj  that 
the  church,  at  the  period  to  which  our  Prophet  look- 
ed forward,  was  to  be  adorned  with  men  of  eminent 
gifts  and  graces,  diftinguifhed  for  their  attainments 
in  the  fpiritual  life,  for  the  ftability  of  their  faith, 
their  excellent  piety,  and  extenfive  virtues. — ^That 
they  were  to  be  honoured  with  faithful  paftors,  re- 
nowned teachers,  and  good  princes,  who  were  to  be 
remarkable  for  firm  attachment  to  true  piety  and 
found  doftrine.  Thefe,  in  their  feveral  ftations,  were  to 
exhilMt  a  fplendid  appearance  of  grandeur  like  unto 
Lebanon.  The  latter  of  thefe  rhetorical  figures  may 
denote,  that  the  people  of  God  were  to  be  greatly  fe- 
licitated by  the  rich  Itoresof  pleafant  fpiritual  provi- 
fion  of  every  fort,  whereby  they  were  nourilhed  and 
folaced.  They  were  to  enjoy  in  high  perfeftion  the 
fecred  truths  contained  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  the 
miniftry  of  the  word,  and  the  divme  repait  of  the 
Lord's  fupper,  joined  with  a  hvely  fenfe  of  the  mer- 
cy and  grace  therein  mentioned. — Perhaps  fome  of 
you  perceive  not  the  propriety  and  dignity  of  the 
ideas,  which  are  here  fubftituted  for  thofe  1  have  now 
fuggefted.  Take  into  view,  not  only  the  general  e- 
legance  and  fublimity  of  thefe  figures,  but  confider 
how  forcible  they  muft  have  appeared  to  thofe  for 
whom  they  were  originally  intended ;  what  a  coit^ 
nec^on  and  agreement  they  muft  have  had  with  their 
circumftances,  teelings,  and  opinions  ;  and  they  will 
feem  graceful  and  beautiful.  And  learn  to  admire 
the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  who  introduces  familiar  ima- 
ges fumifhed  by  the  fenfes,  to  depid  the  obfcure  by 
the  more  vifible,  and  things  fpiritual  by  thofe  which 
are  feen  and  temporal. 

Tbeyjfjall/ee  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  &c.  Glory  is 
the  luftre  of  what  is  excellent,  the  excellency  of 
what  is  fplendid;  or  real  worth  rendered  highly  confpi- 
cuous.  The  glory  of  Jehovah,  and  the  exceUency  of 
our  God,  may  be  confidered  as  fynonimous  terms;  de- 
noting the  magnificent  difplays  which  were  to  be  gi- 
ven of  the  divine  attributes,  in  executing  righteous 
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judgifients  upon  the  enemies  c^  his  iervants^  and  iq 
vouchfafing  to  take  up  his  gracious  relidence  among 
them.  Jehovah  is  infinitely  glorious  and  Cfxcellent 
in  his  exiilence,  which  is  independent,  unchange- 
able, perfed,  and  eternal — in  his  perfedions,  fuch 
^s  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs,  holiriefs,  juftice,  and 
mercy,  and — in  his  works  of  creation,  of  providence^ 
and  efpecially  of  grace.  This  glory,  this  excellency 
of  our  God,  whofe  we  are,  and  whom  we  ferve, 
fbines  with  the  brighteft  effulgence  in  the  ^ce  of 
Jefils  Chrift;  and  is  beheld  with  the  higheft  adVan- 
tage  in  the  glafc  of  the  gofpel. — ^Thi$  glory  the  church 
(even  thofe  who  were  once  like  the  defart}  fliall  fee. 
They  fliall  be  favoured,  not  merely  with  a  fuperfi- 
cial  glance  of  it ;  but  they  fhall  (le^dily  and  delight- 
fully contemplate  it,  fhining  with  noon-day  fltreqgtji 
And  brightpefs,  until  they  are  transformed  and  iatis. 
fied.  They  (hall  fee  it  manifefted  in  delivering  them 
from  the  greateft  evils,  in  extricating  them  from  th^ 
moft  preiling  difficulties,  in  fupportipg  them  under 
the  heavieft  trials,*  and  in  conferring  upon  them  the 
moft  fubftantial  bleffings.  Deli^tful  imvilege! 
which,  though  enjoyed  in  fome  meafure  by  the  peo- 
ple of  God  in  every  age,  was  to  be  attained  in  a  high 
iegree  at  the  period  wherein  God  was  to  manifeii 
liis  prefence  with  them  by  the  4ifpenfations  af  hj> 
providence,  and  the  communications  of  his  gzace, 
: — Senfible  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  this  promifed 
bleffing,  let  us  adopt  the  words  of  the  king  of  Ifrael^ 

*  O  God,  thou  art  my  God  ;  early  will  1  feek  thee ; 

*  my  foul  thirfteth  for  thee ;   ray  flefh  longeth  for 

*  thee — ^to  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory  */ 

3  f  Strengthen  ye  the  waik  hands,  and  conr 
firm  the  leeble  kuees. 

This  verfe,  and  the  one  which  immediately  fol- 
lows, contains  a  pathetic  exhortation  addrelied  to  the 
faithful  fervants  of  God,  dircdiing  them  to  admini- 

*  Pfal.  l*iii.  X,  2, 
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fter  confokdc^  to  their  weak  dejefted  brethren,  by 
the  afllirance  oi  rccdrapenfe    and  falvation. — The 
hands,  which  are  the  inftruments  of  adion,  may  h^re 
denote  the  operative  fecukics  of  the  foul,  which  arc 
employed  in  peiibrming  the  fpiritual  fun Aions  of  ve^ 
newed  men,  ahd  the  various  duties  incumbent  upon 
them,     Thefe  powers  may  be  faid  to  be  languid  and 
feeble,  when,  through  negligence,  remiflhefs,  and  o* 
dier  caufes ;   fuch  ^  long  continued  temporal  pro* 
fperity,  the  remaining  influence  of  corruption,  difap- 
pointments  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  contentions, 
reproaches,  and  affli6hons;  they  are  feldom  put  tbrth 
into  a&ion,  and  become  incapable  of  neceilary  vigors 
ous  exertion.     Perfons  in  this  weak  ftate,  who  are 
apt  to  give  way  to  indolence,  to  timidity,  and  dejec- 
tion, the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  vouch- 
firfes  particularly  to  regard.     He  who  himfelf  giveth 
power  to  the  feint,  and  to  them  that  have  tio  might 
BKreafeth  ftrength,  requires  his  fervants  to  do  what* 
ever  lies  within  their  compafs,  by  forcible  arguments, 
cogent  reaibns,  and  animating  examples,  to  llrength* 
en  them,  and  excite  them  to  adivity  and  ftrenuous 
endeavours;     Of  thefe  there  is  plentiful  (lore  always 
ready  tor  ufe  in  the  fcripture  of  truth,  from  whence , 
they  ought  to  be  feafohably  brought  forth  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  timid  and  the  feeble.    And  that 
they  may  prove  effedual  for  reftoring  to  ftrength  and 
vigour  the  weak  and  infirm,  and  fumifhing  them  tor 
every  good  work,  they  muft  be  addrefled  to  them  in 
dependence  on  the  powerful  blefling  of  the  Moft 
High,  without  which  they  can  never  operate  to  any 
valuable  pxxrpok.^-^on/frm  the  feeble  knees.    The 
knees,  which  are  the  ioilruments  or  means  of  mor 
tion,  whereby  we  go  from  one  place  to  another,*  may 
fignify  thofe  divine  graces  whereby  upright  mea  are 
enaUed  to  (land  feft  in  the  faith,  and  to  run  in  the 
way  of  God's  OHDmamiments.     Thefe  graces,  fuch 
as  feith  and  hope,  become  feeble,  when  through  fear, 
dejedion,  and  various  fpiritual  dillempcrs,  they  lofe 
Ibcir  firmoeiSy  and  prove  iufui£cient  t»  fupport  uur 
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der  defpondency,  arid  to  furmount  the  difficvdties 
that  lie  m  the  way  to  the  heavenly  Tjoik  Perfons  in 
this  debilitated  ftate  are  to  be  fuccoiired,  ftrengthcn^ 
ed,  and  eftablilhed.  When  their  faith  and  hope  feems 
to  yield,  to  bend,  or  Ihake,  they  muft  be  affifted  and 
Supported,  that  they  may  be  jwreferved  from  failing ;. 
and  helped  to  go  in  the  way  of  God's  precepts.  Pow- 
erful afliftance  muft  be  given  from  tte  word  of  God» 
to  hold  them  up  under  the  aflaults  of  temptation,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  fuccumbing  under  the  preffure 
of  afflidion.  From  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  with  tender 
fympathy,  fpeak  comfortably  to  the  feeble  minded, 
encourage  them  to  aftivity  in  the  fervice  of  God,  to 
fortitude  in  every  enterprize,  to  patience  in  every 
diftrefs,  to  perfeverance  in  every  good  work.^— What 
happy  effefts  may  refult  from  attempts  of  this  fort, 
which  good  men  are  here  direded  to. make.  Th^ 
friends  of  upright  Job  were  conftrained  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  he  had  ftrengthened  weak  hands  and  fee- 
ble knees.  His  words  had  been  well  choien,  and  fit- 
ly fpoken  in  feafon,  fo  that  by  the  divine  bleffing 
they  produced  thefe  noble  eSt&s.  'They  did  won- 
ders, they  cheered  the  dejefted,  they  infpired  cou- 
rage into  the  defponding,  they  conveyed  finews  and 
flrength  to  thofe  who  were  infirm  and  ready  to  fall. 
May  the  words  now  fpoken,  through  the  operation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  accompanied  with  fumlar  efie<^ 
to  you,  who  are  feeble  and  debihtated. 

4  Say  to  them  t&at  are  of  a  fearful  heart. 
Be  ftrong,  fear  not ;  behold,  your  God  will 
come«^V^  vengeance,  w^«  God  witb  a  recom- 
pence :  he  will  come  and  fave  you. 

Ye  minifters  of  the  word>  to  whom  is  committed 
the  care  of  the  people,  ye  whofe  duty  is  to  exhort 
one  another  daily,  and  to  comfort  each  other,  inftrud 
and  admonifh  thofe  who  are  of  a  timid  difpofition,  or, 
as  the  Hel  rew  word  is  rendered  in  the  margin  of 
fome  bibleii,  thofe  who  are  u  a  iiaily  Ipuiu     Peribns 
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of  this  defcription  have  a  peculiar  claim  to  your  at- 
tention and  compaffion.  Whilft  you  pradently  en- 
deavour to  awaken  the  proud,  the  vain,  and  the  felf- 
confident,  by  reminding  them  of  the  awful  vengeance 
of  heaven  denounced  againft  them,  you  ought  to  en- 
coun^  the  fearful  and  pufiUanimous,  who  are  di- 
ftrefled  with  difqmeting  anxieties,  as  to  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers,  that  feem  to  lie  in  the  way  erf"  the 
accomplishment  of  God's  promifes.  Thofe,  alfo,  who 
are  raih  and  precipitate,  who  are  apt  to  exclaim  in 
the  divine  prefence,  we  are  cut  off  from  before  thine 
eyes,  and  to  adq)t  improper  meafures  to  obtain  re* 
lief;  exhort  to  maintain  inward  ferenity  and  compo- 
fure  of  mind,  and  to  wait  upon  God  with  patience, 
and  hope  for  the  predidcd  events  of  his  providence^ 
and  the  accompliihment  of  his  faithful  promifes.  Say 
to  them — Bejirong,  and  very  courageous.  Be  ftrong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Your 
ftrength  and  comfort  is  not  the  work  of  your  own 
hanck,  nor  an  acquifition  made  by  your  own  pur* 
chafe;  they  can  be  found  only  in  God  the  Lord.  For- 
tiiy  yourfelves,  then,  in  the  high  tower  of  the  divine 
omnipotence,  and  labour  to  have  the  Almighty  en- 
gaged in  your  affiftance  and  defence.     ♦  Wait  upon 

*  the  Lord,  be  of  good  courage,  and  he  fhall  flrengthen 

*  thine  heart ;  wait,  1  fey  upon  the  Lord.' — Fear  not^ 
nor  be  difmayed  by  the  fpiritual  enemies  with  whom 
you  may  have  to  contend ;  for  greater  is  he  that  is 
in  you,  than  all  thofe  that  are  againfl  you.  Fear 
none  of  thcfe  things  that  you  may  have  to  fuffer, 
whether  poverty  or  reproach,  diftrefs  or  diflblution; 
only  be  faitiiful  to  death,  and  the  Son  of  God  will 
give  you  a  crown  of  life. 

Beboidy  your  God  will  come^  &c.  Attentively  con- 
fider,  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  hope,  that  he  who 
is  your  God,  your  Creator  and  Preferver,  your  Fa- 
ther and  Friend,  the  Avenger  of  the  injuries  you  re- 
ceived, and  your  Deliverer — That  he  who  hath  given 
you  the  explicit  affurance  that  he  ftands  conneded 
with  you  in  the  moil  intimate  endcaxm^  relations ; 

and 
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to  whom  you  have  folcmnly  fiad^  *  Thou  art  our 
•  fiire  portioa  which  we  have  chokn^  O  Lord,'  — 
That  this  fupreme  arbiter  and  judge  will  come  to  ex^ 
ecute  righteous  vrageance  on  diofc  that  teve  wrong- 
ed ^ikI  opprefled  you,  and  to  recompenfe  their  crimes. 
Havii^  ipoken  from  the  8th  verlc  of  the  preceding 
chapter.  q£  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance,  and  the 
year  of  reoonipences,  I  will  not  fay  more  at  prefent 
on  this  topic.^^Confider  efpecjally  that  he  will  came 
midfave  pu.  As  the  Prophet  doth  not  fpecify  the 
time,  the  manner,  or  the  place  of  this  advent,  this 
words  may  be  appbed  to  the  feveral  ways  wherein, 
according  to  prophecy,  God  was  to  exhibit  an  illufbi* 
9US  appeamnce  oif  his  prefence  and  glory.  Behold^ 
your  God  will  come  -and  feve  you.  He  will  come, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  Providence,  that  by  his  fignal  in-i 
terpofition,  he  may  deliver  you  from  th^  many  cala- 
mities you  have  fuftainod,  and  that  he  may  confer 
upon  you  the  mod  important  benefits.  He  will  come 
in  the  fulncfs  of  time,  in  the  perfon  of  the  great  Re- 
deemer, to  turn  away  imgodhnefs  from  Jacob,  azui 
to  obtain  falvation  for  liraeL  He  will  come,  accord* 
ing  to  his  promife,  by  his  Spirit,  which  he  will  pi^ 
within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  his  flatutes, 
imd  ye  fhall  keep  his  judgments  and  do  them.  And 
he  will  come  to  execute  righteous  judgment  upon 
all,  when  he  (hall  call  to  the  heavens  aad  to  the  emh, 
that  he  may  judge  his  people,  and  confummate  the 
everlailing  falvation  of  the  church. — Come,  blefied 
God,  and  grant  us  that  falvation  which  cannot  be 
had,  either  trom  angels  or  men,  but  from  thee  alone. 
Safe  us  from  temptation,  from  fin,  from  trouble  and 
death ;  that  with  this  dehghtful  profpeft  fully  in 
view,  We  may  ftrengthen  weak  hands,  and  conmm 
feeble  knees,  and  may  lay  with  eiied  to  them  that 
are  of  fearful  heart.  Be  ItriMig. 

5  Then  the  eyes  of  the  blind  fhall  be  open** 
ed,  and  Uie  ears  ot  the  deat  ihail  be  unltopped* 

Our 
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Our  Freshet  proceeds  to  fpecify  the  glorious  ipi^ 
jitual  prerogatives  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  church  at  the 
period  which  he  now  delineates.    The  firft  which  he 
iQentions  is  a  clear  perception  of  the  truths  and  w^ys 
p£  God. — Th£u  may  refer  to  the  memorable  aem 
wherdn  the  Son  of  God  came  in  his  Father's  name  tQ 
feve  men,  when  among  the  many  ftupendous  mim* 
/des  he  performed,  he  literally  gave  fight  to  the  blind*. 
By  fuch  aftoniihing  ads  of  power  and  grace,  he  dis- 
played benevolence  and  tender  compaifion,  be  g»ve 
the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  divine  miifion,  he 
f xhibited  ftriking  images  of  the  fpiritual  benefits  he 
would  confer  upon  men,  by  wonderfully  removing 
their  ignoraiice,  and  fumiihing  them  with  capacity 
to  perceive,  vmderftand,  and  difcriminate  fpiritual  obi- 
jeds,  as  did  the  difciples  after  their  underftandings 
were  opened.  Or  it  may  refer,  not  to  the  time  where* 
in  God  was  manifeft  in  the  liefli,  but  to  the  period  in 
which  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty  was  to  be  con^ 
ipicuouily  executed  upon  the  enemies  of  the  church;^ 
itod  he  was  renrnrkably  to  interpofe  for  the  delive- 
rance of  his  people  from  thr^ora  and  oppreflion« 
i        Then  was  Jehovah  to  exhibit  fuch  illuftrious  proof$ 
I        of  his  power  ^ixd  prcfence,  as  were  to  vanquilh  the 
i        moft  fl:ubbom  incredulity,  and  to  open  the  eyes  of 
inens  minds  to  difcem  divine  truths.     Their  underl 
landings  were  to  be  opened  to  perceive  the  reaUty, 
beauty,  and  excellence  of  eternal  things,  who  had 
formerly  been  blinded  by  errors  and  prejudices,  and 
had  negle^ed  to  attend  to  their  befl:  interells.    Their 
minds  which  had  been  darkened  by  ignorance  and 
corrupt  palfions,  were  to  be  illuminated  to  behold 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  revealed  by  his  word  and  pro- 
vidence. 
yind  the  e(iri  of  the  deaf  Jhall  be  unjlopfed.     At 
!        the  time  the  Son  of  God  appeared  on  tins  eaith  iu 
i        the  faihion  of  a  man,  this  predidion  was  literally  ful- 
I        filled,  with  the  other  juil  now  coniidered.     Some 
ipcmorable  inilances  are  recorded  by  the  Evange- 

lilts, 
f  5cc  M^ub.  3d.-^Mar!w  ix. — ^Jo^a  viJi.  r 
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lifts  *.  Thefe  wonders  of  mercy,  whereby  hearing 
was  imparted  to  the  deaf,  afforded  a  ftriking  repre- 
fentation  of  the  ftill  nobler  difpbys  of  grace,  when 
Gdd  comes  by  his  Spirit  to  render  men  partakers  of 
his  falvation.  Then  he  not  only  enlightens  thehr  un- 
derftandings,  but  he  gives  them  ears  to  hear  f .  He 
opens  their  ears  to  difcipline,  and  feals  their  inftruc- 
tion  ;  he  opens  their  hearts  to  attend  diligently  to 
the  things  that  are  fpoken  concerning  falvation.— 
In  confequence  whereof,  they  who  hearkened  not  to 
the  joyful  found  of  merciy  and  truth,  liften  with  ea- 
ger attention  to  the  falutary  dodrines  of  the  gofpel ; 
which  they  receive  in  the  faith  and  love  of  them, 
that  they  may  profit  their  fouls.  Delighted  with  the 
difcoveries  which  they  contain,  they  meditate  upon 
them  with  pleafure,  difpofed  to  yield  cheerful  obedi- 
ence to  the  will  of  God. — ^Thefc  ineftimable  benefits, 
frequently  promifed  in  fcripture,  were  to  be  difpen- 
fed  in  great  meafure  at  the  period  to  which  this  pro- 
phecy refers.  When  God  is  pleafed  to  come  to  lave 
his  people,  he  beftows  upon  them  a  more  clear  and 
extenfive  acquaintance,  a  more  full  and  diftinft  know- 
ledge of  his  truths  and  ways;  and  thus  verifies  his 
faithful  promifes,  nianifefts  his  rich  grace,  and  abun- 
dantly recompenfes  the  induftry  of  his  people. — 

*  Lord,  open  our  eyes,  that  we  may  behold'  wondrous 

•  things  out  of  thy  law.*  In  reading  the  Old  and  New 
Teftaments,  take  away  the  vail  of  ignorance,  corrupt 
affedions  and  prejudices ;  and  give  us  a  clear,  aflfefl:- 
ing,  transforming  difcovery  of  the  truths  of  thy  holy 
word.  Lord,  do  thou  unftop  our  ears,  take  away  our 
unbelief,  pride,  and  impenitence;  our  love  to  fin  and 
the  world,  which  Would  Ihut  our  ears  againft  facred 
inftrudion.  Grant  us  ears  to  hearken  to  thy  tefti- 
monies  with  attention  and  faith,  with  underftanding 
and  prompt  obedience,  that  our  fouls  may  live,  and 
we  may  keep  thy  precepts. 

6  Then  (hall  the  lanae  man  leap  as  an  hart, 

an4 

f  Sec  Mark  vxi.  and  ix.        f  Dcut.  xxix.  4. 
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and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  ling  :  for  in  the 
wildemefs  (hall  waters  break  our,  and  flreams 
in  the  defart. 

Alacrity  in  performing  fpiritual  duties  is  mention- 
ed as  another  privilege  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Church. 
—In  the  fpiritual,  as  in  the  natural  world,  it  often 
happens  that  one  dillemper  is  intimately  connedled 
With  another ;  and  that  fome  perfons  labour  under  a 
complication  of  difordors  or  weaknefles,  which  pre- 
vent them  from  the  adKve  performance  of  duty. 
Some  are  blind  and  deaf,  fome  are  lame  or  dumb, 
Perfons  of  all  thefe  clafTes  of  diilrefled  people 
were  cured  by  the  Son  of  God,  when  he  came  into 
this  world  to  fave  them  that  were  loft*  Among  o- 
thers,  fome,  that  had  not  the  ufe  of  their  limbs  ex- 
perienced his  heahng  power.  A  ftriking  iriftance  of 
this  fort  is  recorded  as  a  fpecimen  in  the  5th  chapter 
of  John,  where  we  read,  that  at  the  command  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  a  man  who  had  been  infirm,  (I  fuppofe 
lame)  for  thirty-eight  years,  arcfe,  took  up  his  bed, 
an4  walked.  Of  another  it  is  written  *,  that  his  feet 
and  ancle  bones. received  ftrength,  when  the  apoille 
Peter,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  defired  him  to 
rife  up  and  walk ;  fo  that,  leaping  up,  he  flood,  hS 
walked,  and  leaped  hke  a  hart,  that  is  exceeding  fwift 
in  his  motions,  and  bounds  over  the  fields  v/ith  the 
grcateft  velocity.  In  this  manner  the  predidion  was 
literally  fulfilled,  whilft  the  tender  mercy  and  omni- 
potence of  the  Saviour  were  glorioufly  manifefted. 
And  when  God  comes  adually  to  convey  his  falva- 
tion  to  men,  he  removes  their  fpiritual  lamenefs, 
which  renders  them  uneven  in  their  conduft,  fome- 
times  inclining  to  one  fide,  and  fometimes  to  another; 
or  which  altogether  difablea  them  from  upright  walk- 
ing in  the  way  •of  God's  precepts.  He  invigorates 
and  communicates  new  ftrength  to  their  aft'eftions 
and  other  faculties,  which  had  been  greatly  enfeebled 
or  mifplaced,  and  caufes  them  to  run  in  the  paths 

Voi.  UI.  Y  of 
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of  his  commandments,  with.fuch  alacrity,  firmnefs, 
and  joy,  as  .fully  verifies  the  words  we  have  been 
confidering. 

And  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  Jhall ftng.  Another 
wonderful  work  of  divine  power  and  compaffion  is 
here  mentioned,  whereby  the  happy  period  of  which 
our  Prophet  fpeaks  was  to  be  diftinguifhed.  Thofe 
who  were  deflitute  of  the  faculty  of  fpeech,  and 
incapable  of  articulating  a.  word,  were  to  have 
this  noble^privilege  confeiTed  upon  them  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  they  would  celebrate,  with  grati- 
tude and  joy,  the  praifes  of  their  generous  benefac- 
tor. Several  inftances  of  this  fort,  whereby  this  pre- 
didion  was  literally  fulfilled,  are  recorded  m  the  go- 
fpels,  to  have  been  wrought  by  God  manifeft  in  the 
flefli  *.     *  Infomuch  tliat  the  people  were  beyond 

•  meafure  aftoniflied,  faying.  He  halh  done  all  things 

*  well;  he  maketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the  dumb 
/  to  fpeak  f  /  Such  rich  difplays  of  almighty  power, 
fuch  miracles  of  mercy,  were  juftly  admired  and  high- 
ly extolled  by  thofe  who  were  witnefles  of  them. 
Thefe  aftonilhing  cures,  whereby  this  prophecy  was 
literally  fulfilled,  fignificantly  reprefented  the  ftill 
more  v»'onderful  works  of  God,  when  he  comes  adu- 
ally  to  make  men  paitakers.of  his  falvation,  whereby 
it  receives  a  full  accomplifliment.  Such  is  the  mi- 
ferable  condition  of  mankind,  that  through  fenfual 
ufFeftions,  incredulity,  and  obduracy  of  heart,  they 
are  infenfible  of  the  excellence  of  fpiritual  benefits, 
and  divine  taiths ;  they  fpeak  not  a  word  on  thefe 
important  topics.  Ignorant  of  their  tranfcendeat 
worth,  and  indiflferent  to  fubjefts  of  this  nature,  they 
are  filent  refpcfting  them,  and  hold  their  peace, 
fenfibly  feeling  jhofe  powerful  rcftraints  of  which 
they  cannot  divefl  themfelves.  To  remove  this, 
with  other  fpiritual  defefts  v/herewith  fin  hath  af- 
ilifted  the  human  race.  He  v/hofe  work  is  perfeft, 
loofes  the  tongues,  and  opens  the  mouths  of  thofe 
Vv  ho  were  incapable  of  declaring  his  wonderful  works, 

to 
*  See  Mat.  ix.  32.  chap.  xv.  30.  f  Mark.  vli.  37. 
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to  fhew  forth  his  praifes,  to  utter  the  memory  of  his 
great  goodnefs,  and  to  relate  his  righteoufnefs.  De- 
livering them  from  formality,  hypocrify,  ignorance, 
and  incredulity,  he  difpofes  them  with  the  mouth  to 
make  confcflion  unto  falvation. — Do  thou,  for  whom 
all  things  are  poffible,  cure  us  of  our  fpiritual  infir- 
mities, impart  to  us  that  renewed  vigour  which  is 
neceflary  to  our  ferving  thee  with  pleafure  and 
promptitude.  O  Lord,  \vc  befeech  thee  to  open  cur 
ftps,  and  our  moutlis  Ihall  ihew  forth  thy  praife ; 
grant  us  daily  frefli  matter  of  gratitude,  and  furnilh 
ns  with  fpiritual  abilities  for  celebrating  thy  praifes ; 
then  Ihall  we  fing  of  thy  righteoufnels  and  falvatiou 
all  the  day.  Hear  thefe  humble  requefts*  for  thy 
great  name's  fake,  and  in  thy  faithfulnefs  anfwei:  us. 
For  in  the  wildernefs  jhall  waters  break  cut^  &c. 
The  third  benefit  here  promifed,  is  the  cxtenfu  e  com- 
munication of  divine  intluences  throughout  the  world. 
In  tliis  prediction,  we  have  a  new  fpecimen  of  the  a- 
ftonilhing  alteration  of  the  face  of  nature,  as  the  \r 
mage  of  #1  ftill  more  glorious  fpiritual  change  that 
fliould  be  made  in  the  (late  of  the  moral  world. — 
The  howling  wildernefs,  the  parched  fandy  defart, 
which  is  again  introduced,  may  denote  the  various 
nations  from  among  whom  the  church  is  collefted. 
In  their  natural  ftate,  like  a  walle  uncultivated  coun- 
try, they  were  in  a  forlorn  delolate  condition,  derti- 
tute  of  the  influences  of  tiie  Holy  Spirit,  of  the  pe- 
culiar care  of  Providence,  and  the  fiui: s  of  righteouf- 
nefs.—-In  this  dry  barren  Hate,  the  Prophet  foretels 
*  waters  fhall  break  out,'  i5f€.  Under  tli^fe  well- 
known  beautiful  emblems,  the  exuberance  of  Ipiri- 
tual  blellings  are  doubtleis  hitendeJ,  from  whence 
the  people  of  God  were  to  receive  abundant  fatisfac- 
tion  and  confolation.  The  wctcrs  that  were  to  break 
out,  and  the  ftrcam  by  which  they  were  to  be  con- 
veyed through  the  defart,  feem  intended  to  lignify, 
that  among. thofe  engrofled  by  fuperftition,  and  igno- 
rant of  tnie  religion,  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpe), 
accompanied  with  the  graces  and  comibrts  of  th^  flo- 
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ly  Spirit,  were  to  be  difpenfed — That  renowned  teach^ 
ers,  qualified  by  the  Spirit,  and  well  acquainte4 
with  the  word  and  ways  of  God,  from  the  rich  ftores 
of  facred  truth,  as  from  an  inexhauftible  foimtajn, 
were  to  difperfe  for  the  public  benefit,  the  refreftiing 
do<^rines  they  contain — That  thefe  were  to  be  con^ 
veyed  in  fuqh  plenty,  and  with  fuch  effed,  that  the 
fruits  of  their  ftudies  and  labours  fliould  extend  far 
and  wide,  like  the  ftreams  that  flow  along  the  defart. 
This  interpretation  accords  with  the  emblematical 
defcriptions  ufed  in  fcripture,  where  the  wildemefs 
denotes  thofe  countries  diat  do  not  enjoy  the  faluta-r 
ry  inftrudions  and  reviving  confolations  of  the  word 
and  Spirit  of  God,  where  teachers  are  fpoken  of  as 
the  fountains  from  whence  flow  the  pleafant  frudi- 
fying  comfortmg  fl:reams  of  divine  truth,  which  ferve 
for  the  purification  and  refrelhment  of  the  church  *. 

7  And  the  parched  ground  fhall  become  a 
pool,  and  the  thirfty  land  Iprings  of  water:  in. 
the  habitation  of  dragons,  where  each  lay^ 
Jhcdl  be  grafs,  with  reeds  and  rufties. 

The  fubjeft  introduced  in  the  latter  part  of  th^ 
preceding  verfe  is  here  illuftrated  and  amplified* 
The  ground  that  was  dry  and  fcorched  with  fevere 
drought,  where  every  thing  had  an  unpromifing 
difmal  afped,  exhibits  an  inftrudlive  figure  (as  doth 
the  wildemefs)  of  a  defolate,  uncultivated,  barren 
people,  who  bring  forth  no  fpiritual  fruits  imto  per- 
fedion.  Of  peribns  in  this  deplorable  flate,  Ifaiah 
declares  thftt  they  fliall  become  a  pool  and  fprings 
pf  water.  A  pool,  which  contains  a  coUedion  of 
waters  or  fprjngs,  from  whence  ftreams  copioufly 
^ow,  may  figuratively  denote,  that  at  the  time  re^ 
ferted  to,  divine  knowledge  Ihould  be  colle^ed  in 
great  abundance  into  certain  places  defigned  for  that 
purpofe — That  pious,  learned  men,  teachers  of  the 
j^rord  of  God,  and  the  fciences  which  promote  ac* 

quaijatanco 
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quaintance  with  the  facred  oraqles,  were  to  alToci* 
ate  together  in  fchools  and  feminaries  or  learning, 
to  convey  inflrudion  in  the  theory  and  pradice 
of  theology,  to  thofe  who  reforted  thither  for  their 
improvement.  In  countries  where  facred  truths  wero 
little  if  at  all  known,  and  where  their  lalutary  influ- 
ence had  not  been,  felt,  good  men,fkilled  in  hterature, 
were  to  unite  their  eflbrts,  to  teach  the  yopth  the 
dodrines  and  ways  of  God  our  Saviour. 

In  the  habiiaiion  of  dragons^  where  each  lay^  &c. 
Dragons  are  faid  to  be  a  tiery  poifonous  fpecies  of 
ferpents,  which  frequent  dry,  barren,  folitary  places, 
and  there  take  up  their  relidence.  This  fort  of  ani- 
mals afford  a  ftriking  emblem  of  thofe  who,  inttigat- 
cd  by  malice  and  envy,  are  virulent  perfecutors  of 
the  church,  who  are  often  found  in  places  unculti- 
vated by  the  word  of  God,  and  deftitute  of  the  in- 
fluences of  his  giuce.  In  the  fteril  wade  places  where 
thefe  dragons  haunted,  were  to  grow  grafs,  reeds  and 
ruflies;  the  luxuriant  produce  which  grew  on  tlie  fer- 
tile banks  of  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  the  land  oi  E- 
gypt.  This  verdant  herbage  exhibited  a  plealant 
image  of  the  delightful  pioi'peA  that  was  to  be  open- 
ed by  the  fulfilment  of  the  foregoing  picdidions.  in 
thofe  kingdoms  and  cities,  wlierein  reiided  th^  vio- 
lent peifecutors  of  the  lervants  of  God,  where  idola- 
try, fuperftition,  and  all  manner  of  impurity  abound- 
ed, churches  and  places  of  pubhc  inilrudion  weie  to 
be  ereded,  and  occupied  by  men  eminent  for  piety 
and  learning,  who  Ihould  be  employed  in  teaching 
the  way  of  God  in  truth.  Error  and  vice  were  nut 
only  in  great  meafure  to  be  extenninated,  but  tiie 
^utary  influence  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spiiit 
was  to  be  conipicuous  in  the  rich  increafe  of  excel- 
lent ufeful  men,  who  were  to  manifefl:,  by  their  rapid 
progrefs  in  knowledge,  and  in  every  virtue, the  vigour 
of  the  fpiritual  life,  and  the  power  of  true  ChrUtia- 
fiity. — Such  was  the  yiiible  change  eflbded  by  the 
glorious  gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God;  fuch  was  the  plea- 
|mt  afped  of  the  Chrilhan  church  in  the  lirft  period 
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of  its  exiftence,  when  the  attradive  beauty  and  rapid 
growth  of  the  early  difciples  of  Jcfus  Chrift  exhibited 
a  xnoft  delightful  profped.  Such  IhalJ  be  the  happy 
alteration  which  fhall  be  accomplifhed  at  the  expedl- 
cd  aera,  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  Ihall  come 
in,  and  the  nations  of  the  earth  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Chrift.  For  this  blefled 
event,  let  us  daily  hope  and  pray. 

8  And  an  highway  fhall  be  there,  and  a 
way,  and  it  fliall  be  called  The  way  of  holi- 
nefs  ;  the  unclean  ftiall  not  pafs  over  it ;  bat 
it  Jhall  be  for  tho{e:  the  wayfaring  men,  tho' 
fools,  fhall  not  err  therein. 

Another  important  benefit  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 
church,  is  eminent  purity  in  faith  and  praftice.  The 
way  of  life,  the  rule  according  to  which  the  Ifrael  of 
God  was  to^  walk,  ihould  at  this  time  be  fo  clearly- 
explained  and  underftood,  that  the  more  fimple  illi- 
terate lovers  of  the  truth,  were  not  to  depart  from  the 
direftion  it  conveyed.  There  are  three  things  which 
render  travelling  through  a  defart  inconvenient  and 
dangerous;  namely,  deticiency  of  water,  the  want  of 
proper  roads,  and  the  fury  of  wild  hearts.  In  the 
prophecy  before  us,  ample  provifion  is  made  againft 
each  of  thefe  evils.  Having  foretold  that  waters 
Ihould  break  out  in  the  wildernefs,  to  refrefh  the 
thirily  traveller,  our  PrcJphet  declares,  An  highway 
Jhall  be  there,  &-c.  This  article,  hke  the  other  parts 
of  this  predidion,  muft  not  be  underftood  in  the  li- 
teral, but  in  the  allegorical  fenfe.  A  well-fonned  pa- 
tent fmooth  road,  may  denote  the  way  of  faith  and 
holinefs,  which  was  to  be  fo  fully  laid  open  to  public 
view  at  the  time  referred  to,  that  none  of  thofe-who 
entered  upon  it  Ihould  be  apt  to  wander  through  ig- 
norance. The  highway  here  mentioned  may  fignify 
the  word  of  CJod,  which  clearly  points  out  the  faith, 
the  worfhip,  and  the  obedience  to  be  yielded  by  the 
church  to  their  Saviour  and  Lord;   which  teaches  to 
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order  their  fteps  aright,  and  leads  them  ohward  t6 
the  land  of  uprightnefs.  This  highway,  by  its  name 
and  properties,  is  diftinguiflied  from  the  many  by- 
paths which  men  have  found  out,  in  the  profecution 
of  their  amufement  and  plerfure,  that  are  daily  fre- 
quented by  multitudes.  Whereas  this  way  to  be  0- 
pened  in  the  wildemefs  of  the  Gentile  nations,  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  who  are  going  toward  Zion,  is  plain, 
direcl,  perfectly  fafe  and  agreeable;  fo  that  no  perfon 
acquainted  with  it  need  to  go  aftray.  According  to 
this  rule  of  conduft,  which  Ihews  what,  is  to  be  a- 
voided,  believed,  and  performed,  the  redeemed  from 
among  men  Ihall  frame  their  fentiments  and  adions, 
and  go  forward  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  until  they 
appear  perfeft  before  God. 

It  jball  be  called  the  way  of  holinefs.  By  this  ho- 
nourable appellation  it  is  well  known  from  all  other 
ways.  Holinefs  confifts  in  refemblance  to  the  im- 
maculate purity  of  Jehovah,  in  conformity  to  the 
complete  revelation  given  of  his  blefled  will.  The 
way  marked  out  for  the  upright  juftly  deferves  this 
name,  as  it  Ifes  in  the  exercife  of  e\^ery  divine  grace; 
fuch  as  faith  and  love,  reverence,  confidence,  hope, 
and  joy,  which  terminate  upon  God ;  and  in  the  prac- 
tice of  thofe  holy  duties  which  have  immediate  re- 
fpe£t  to  him  in  the  various  characters  and  relations 
in  which  he  (lands  connedled  with  his  people. — It 
confifts  in  imiverfal  fanftity  of  heart  and  life,  which 
are  indifpenfibly  requifite,  that  we  may  arrive  at  the 
enjoyment  of  God;  and  in  the  practice  of  all  thofe  du- 
ties which  are  due  to  men  in  their  feveral  capacities 
and  ftations.  This  u^y  of  holinefs  requires  a  principle 
of  fpiritual  life  in  thofe  who  walk  in  it ;  that  they 
may  be  habitually  difpofed  and  enabled  to  perform 
all  the  afts  of  piety,  righteoufnefs,  and  temperance 
incumbent  upon  them.  Progrefs  in  this  way  is  the 
peculiar  prerogative  of  the  fervants  of  God,  who  prefs 
forward  in  their  journey  toward  the  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light.  In  the  exercifes  of  obedi- 
ence, they  ftudioufly  endeavour  to  be  holy  as  the 

Lord 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i^6  LECTURElS  on  th^     Chap.  XXXV- 

Lord  our  God  48  holy;  they  demonftrate  profound  fub-» 
jedion  to  his  fupreme  authority,  at  all  times,  in  all 
places,  in  all  focieties,  and  on  all  occafions.  This  is 
the  way,  the  good  old  way,  in  which  they  find  reft 
to  their  fouls*  In  this  way  they  worfhip  the  God  of 
their  fathers ;  they  aft  with  fidelity  toward  their  bTre- 
thren ;  they  cultivate  purity  in  heart,  and  all  man- 
Der  of  converfation.  It  is  therefore  emphatically  de- 
nominated the  way  of  holinefs,  and  elfewhere  the 
way  of  God's  commandments,  in  which  they  are  tm- 
defiled,  and  wherein  they  experience  true  bleflednefs. 
T/je  unclean  Jhall  not  pafs  over  it;  but  it  Jhall  he  for 
thofe.  This  highway  is  appropriated  to  the  faints. 
Thofe  who  are  of  impure  minds  and  manners,  who 
are  not  cleanfed  from  all  unrighteoufnefs,  eflfeftually 
exclude  themfelves  from  the  way  of  holinefs,  Averfe 
to  the  holy  law  of  God,  the  reflraints  it  impofes,  and 
the  univerlal  fanftity  it  requires,  they  decline  to 
tread  in  thofe  paths  which  are  diametrically  oppofite 
to  their  inclinations  and  defigns.  They  inquire  not 
the  way  to  Zion  with  their  faces  thitherward ;  they 
walk  not  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. — Such  was  to  be 
the  happinefs  of  the  church  at  this  period,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  difturbed  by  difagreeable  intercourfe 
with  perfons  of  the  abovd  defcription.  According  to 
the  prediftion  delivered  chap.  lii.  i .  of  this  prophecy, 

•  there  fhall  no  more  come  unto  thee  the  uncircum- 

•  cifed  and  the  unclean;  thy  people  fhall  be  all  righ- 

•  teous.'  To  render  the  expreflion  more  emphati- 
cal,  our  Prophet  adds,  'But  it  Ihall  be  for  thole.'  The 
way  of  holinefs  lliall  be  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the 
perfons  fpoken  of  in  the  5  th  and  0th  verfes  of  this 
chapter,  whofe  fpiritual  wants  and  diforders  had 
been  relieved,  who  had  their  fenfes  exercifed  to  dif- 
cern  both  good  and  evil,  and  who  are  fpoken  of,  ver. 
10.  as  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord,  who  lliall  return 
and  come  to  Zion. —  People  of  an  oppofite  charafter, 
who  have  not  enterel  upon  the  way  of  hohnefs, 
ought  to  liave  immediate  recburfe  to  the  fountain 
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opened  to  the  houfe  of  David  and  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerufalem,  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs ;  that  being 
wafhed  therein  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpi* 
lit,  they  may  perfed  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God. 

The  wayfaring  men,  tho^  fools  y  jhall  not  err  therein. 
Left  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  or  fufpeded  that  fool- 
iih  andfimple  people,  who  are  lefs  confidei^e  and  pru- 
dent than  others,might  wander  from  the  way  of  truth 
and  holinefs,  Ifaiah  explicitly  declares,  that  wayfaring 
men  or  travellers  in  this  road,  however  weak  and  defi- 
cient inwildomand  natural  abihties,fhallnot  fatally  err 
nor  fall  from  their  own  ftedfaftnefs*  Witli  fuch  clear- 
nefs  and  evidence  were  divine  truths  to  be  accompa- 
nied, with  fuch  divine  efficacy  were  they  to  operate, 
through  the  Spirit  of  power,  even  on  the  feebleft 
minds,  as  to  preferve  them  from  wickedly  departing 
from  the  Lord  their  God.     The  expreffion  does  not 
intimate  that  they  were  to  become  infallible,  and 
free  from  pernicious  miftakes ;  but  that  they  fliall 
not  utterly  go  aftray  into  deftrudlive  coiirfes ;  that, 
having  chofen  the  way  of  God*s  precepts,  they  fliall 
obfervc  them  with  their  whole  heart  even  unto  the 
end.   .  Having  entercd  upon  the  highway  of  the 
King  of  kings,  the  way  of  holinefs,  though  extremely 
feeble  and  prone  to  err,  they  are  out  of  danger,  (if  I 
may  ufc  the  phrafe)  1.  e.  they  are  under  the  conducl  and 
protection  of  our  Almighty  Sovereign,  and  have  the 
promife  of  the  defence  of  the  Rock  of  ages.  Their  pre- 
iervation  depends  not  pn  their  own  ftrength,but  on  dU 
vine  omnipotence.  How  animating  the  confiderationi 
The  moft  fimple  fcrvants  of  God  fhall  not  be  permit*^ 
ted  totally  to  defert  the  way  of  righteoufheis ;  tliey 
Ihall  be  kept  from  falling,  or  recovered  from  tlieir 
wanderings,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.     *  The 
'  Lord  Ihall  dehver  them  from  every  evil  work,  and 

•  will  preferve  them  unto  his  heavenly  kingdom  \  to 

*  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen  *•' 

9  No  lion  fliall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous 
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beaft  fhall  go  up  thereon ;  it  fhall  riot  be  found 
there,  but  the  redeemed  fhall  walk  there. 

Defirable  fecurity,  and  freedom  from  cruel  pow- 
erful perfeeutors,  are  foretold  to  be  enjoyed  by  the 
diurch,  at  the  happy  period  here  defcribed. — People 
who  are  not  in  danger  of  miftaking  or  lofing  their 
road,  may  be  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  fome  ferocious 
animals  that  frequent  the  defart,  by  whom  they  may 
be  greatly  injured  or  deftroyed.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  that  to  fome  might  have  proved  very  di- 
ftreffing,  the  Prophet  aiTerts,  that  in  the  way  where- 
of he  was  fpeaking,  people  may  walk  without  dread 
or  terror. — The  lion  and  the  ravenous  beaft,  are  to  be 
underftood  in  this  paffage,  not  literally,  but  fymbol- 
lically,  denoting  infolent  ferocious  tyrants,  wfho  are 
inimical  to  the  tranquillity  and  fafety  of  the  people 
of  God.  A  ftriking  inftance  of  this  kind  of  imagery, 
in  the  ufe  of  which  the  facred  writers  cannot  be  ac- 
cufed  of  any  deficiency  of  perfpicuity  and  elegance, 
occurs  in  the  i  cth  Pfalm,  where  the  infpired  poet  is 
delineating  the  character  of  the  wicked,  who,  through 
pride  of  countentoccjfeeketh  not  after  God.  *He  lieth 

•  (faith  he)  in  ambufli  to  deftroy  the  innocent ;  he 
^  lieth  fecretly  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor,  as  a  lion  in 

*  his  den.'  The  banks  of  the  river  Jordan  are  faid  to 
have  been  infefted  with  hons  and  other  ravenous 
beafts;  and  from  the  reeds  and  deep  fedge  that  grew 
in  that  vicinity,  where  they  lay  concealed,  they  ruih- 
ed  out  to  feize  upon  travellers.  This  circumftance, 
wej[l  known  to  the  Hebrews,  rendered  journeying  ex- 
tremely dangerous  in  their  country ;  and  from  hence 
is  derived  the  familiar  image  in  the  vcrfe  before  us. 
The  words  import,  that  at  the  time  this  prediftion 
was  to  be  fulfilled,  the  votaries  of  true  religion^  who 
formed  their  liie  and  manners  according  to  the  word 
of  God,  were  to  be  happily  reheved  from  the  fear  of 
violent  perfecution,  from  thofe  fierce  and  powerful 
enemies  whom  the  evil  one  ftirs  up  to  annoy  the 
laints  of  the  Moft  High.  Cruel  perfeeutors,  who  ha- 
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rafs  and  yt^  the  confeflbrs  of  the  truth,  and  fome- 
times  thirft  for  their  blood,  Ihould  not  then  give  them 
any  dillurbance,  Perfons  of  this  charader  were  en- 
th^ly  to  difappear,  fo  that  none  of  them  coidd  be 
found. 

Bta  the  redeemed /hall  walk  there.  Our  Prophet, 
having  foretold  that  the  travellers  to  Zion  were  to  be 
fumifhed  with  abundance  of  water  and  a  patent  road, 
and  to  be  fafe  from  rapacity  and  violence,  declares' 
that  the  way  of  holinefs  was  to  be  occupied  by  the 
redeemed.  This  deiignation  may  allude  to  the  im- 
portant benefit  anciently  conferred  upon  the  pofteri- 
ty  of  Jacob,  when,  by  tie  outftretched  arm  of  Jeho- 
TOh,  they  were  delivered  from  the  power  of  Pha- 
raoh, and  firom  hard  bondage  in  Egypt,  and  that  not 
without  the  price  of  blood.  The  delcription  plainly 
intimates,  in  the  fcripture  fenfe  of  the  word,  that  the' 
people  fpoken  of  had  been  ahenated  from  their  right- 
till  proprietor;  that  they  had  been  reduced  to  a  Hate 
of  captivity  and  bondage,  from  which  with  great  dif- 
ficulty they  were  deUvfered. — That  by  the  kind  and 
feafonable  interpofition  of  fome  generous,  powerful 
friend,  they  had  been  refcued  from  mifery,  and  re- 
ftored  to  hberty,  in  confequ^nce  of  fome  valuable 
ccHifideration,  or  coftly  price  laid  down,  and  the  ex- 
ertion of  a  power  fuperior  to  that  whereby  they  were 
cnllaved.  In  confiftency  with  the  expoiition  given 
of  the  former  part  of  this  prophecy^  the  redemption 
here  intended  feems  plainly  to  be  that  which  is  fpi- 
ntual,  and  peculiar  to  thole  who  Ihall  appear  before 
God  in  the  heavenly  Zion.  The  facT:  is  :  Having 
fold  themfelves  for  nought,  and  become  fervants  of 
fin,  having  aUb  forfeited  their  inheritance,  none  of 
them  could  by  any  means  redeem  himfelf  or  his  bro- 
ther, or  give  to  God  a  fulticient  ranfom.  The  re- 
demption of  the  foul  being  precious,  on  their  part 
ceafed  for  ever.  In  this  forlorn  ftate,  the  Son  of  God 
aflumed  himian  nature,  and  gave  himfelf  for  them,  to 
jedeem  them  from  the  curfe  they  deferved,  from  all 
{oiquity,  and  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies ;  and  to^ 

rellore 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i8o  LECTURES  on  the      Chap.  XXXV^ 

rcfrorc  them  to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  duMreq 
of  God.  In  confequence  whereof,  they  are  faid^to 
have  redemption  through  his  blood.  Having  pro- 
claimed liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of 
the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound,  and  happily  dif- 
pofed  and  enabled  them  to  accept  of  the  offered  be- 
nefit, they  became  his  redeemed.  Deeply  feniible 
of  their  infinite  obligations  to  their  gracious  Redeem- 
er, and  of  their  indifpenfible  duty,  they  walk  in  the 
way  of  holinefs,  ftudying  to  aft  with  integrity  and  fi- 
delity in  every  ftation  that  they  occupy. — Let  tlus 
be  your  employment  who  are  redeemed  from  among 
men.  If  you  are  hufbandmen,  endeavour  to  manage 
your  affahrs  with  difcretion.  If  you  arc  tradcfmcn^ 
be  diligent  in  bulinefs,  upright,  and  faithful  If  you 
are  engaged  in  commerce,  let  all  your  tranfaftK)n8 
be  conduced  with  flxid  regard  to  juftice  and  equity. 
If  you  are  matters,  remember  you  have  a  mailer  in 
heaven.  If  fervants,  ihew  all  good  fidchty,  that  you 
may  adorn  the  dodrine  of  God  our  Saviour.  As  he 
who  hath  called  you  is  holy,  fo  be  ye  holy  in  aH 
manner  of  converfation. 

lo  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  LORD  (halj 
return,  and  come  to  Zion;  with  fongs  and  e- 
verlafting  joy  upon  their  heads:  they  fliall ob- 
tain joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing 
fhall  flee  away. 

Thcfe  words  contain  a  beautiful  defcription  of  the 
condudt  and  felicity  of  the  redeemed  from  among 
men  ;  for  which  the  period  whereof  the  Prophet 
fpeaks  was  to  be  remarkably  diftinguilhed. — ^The  re- 
deemed, mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe,  are  here 
denominated,  The  ranfomed  of  the  LORD.  Both  cha- 
radcrs  are  of  the  fame  import,  and  ferve  to  difcrimi- 
nate  thofe  to  whom  they  belong  from  the  reft  of 
mankind.  In  the  one  now  before  us  there  feems  to 
be  an  obvious  aDufion  to  the  ranfom  for  their  fou]s» 
^hich  the  children  of  Ifirael  were  appointed  to  give 
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unto  the  Lord,  of  which  we  read  £xod.  xxx.  12.  £i 
Jeq.  It  again  brings  into  view  thfe  bondage  from 
which  they  were  emancipated,  and  the  glorious  li- 
berty into  which  they  are  vindicated  '  by  the  Son  of 

*  man,  who  came  into  this  world  to  give  his  life  a  ran- 

*  fom  for  many  *  ;*  *  by  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  who 

*  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all  f ,'  That  tliis  com- 
paifionate  Redeemer  might  dehver^them  from  die 
fervitude  of  fin  and  Satan,  he  freely  and  generouQy 
gave  himfelf,  foul  and  body,  with  his  precious  life^ 
whereby  thefe  conftituent  parts  of  human  nature 
were  united.  The  ineftimable  benefit,  then,  which 
he  confers  upon  thofe  whom  herefcues  from  thi^-^ 
fiom,  was  not  procured  by  fuch  corruptible  things  as 
filver  and  gold,  as  f  houfands  of  rams,  and  ten  thou* 
fands  of  rivers  of  oil ;  but  by  the  precious  blood  of 
Chnft.  ^is  chief  article,  this  myilerious  dodrine 
of  the  gofpel,  which  was  to  difplay  its  glorious  effica- 
cy at  the  time  to  which  the  predidion  relates,  ought 
ever  to  be  kept  fully  in  view,  as  the  fure  ground 
of  feitlj  and  hope;  the  contemplation  of  which  ought 
to  excite  admiration,  gratitude,  and  prail'e  *  to  him 

*  who  was  flain,  and  hath  redeemed  us  to  God  by 

*  his  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
'  people,  .and  nation  J,' — Concerning  fuch  our  Pro- 
phet foretels, 

Tbeyjhall  return  every  one  from  his  evil  ways  in- 
to which  he  had  gone  aft  ray,  from  his  ways  and  do- 
ings that  had  not  been  good,  to  ferve  the  living  and 
true  God,  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven,  even 
Jefus,  who  deUvered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come. 
This  return  Ihall  be  with  their  whole  heart  and  Ibul. 
They  ihall  abandon  thofe  foolilh  vain  thoughts 
wherewith  their  minds  were  formerly  occupied;  they 
ihall  renounce  thofe  evil  inchnations  to  which  they 
were  once  obftinately  addided,  and  thofe  crimuial  at- 
tachitents  which  in  time  palt  they  hadformed. — With 
all  their  mind,  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their 
^ifedion,  tliey  ihall  have  recourfe  to  God,  from  whom 

they 
^  Mat.  i^x.  28.  •      f  X  Tim.  ii.  6.        J  Rev.  v.  9,  10. 
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they  had  departed.    Aware  that  there  is  a  returning, 
but  not  to  the  Moft  High,  which  brings  men  no 
nearer  to  God  than  before ;    (for  many  return  from 
one  evil  practice  to  another,  as  from  open  profanity 
to  concealed  hypocrify,)  by  a  thorough  continued 
converfion  they  refign  themfelves  and  their  all,  to  be 
ruled  and  difpofed  of  by  him  as  feemeth  good  in  his 
fight.    They  return  to  God  through  the  great  Medi- 
ator,  not  feignedly  with  a  divided  heart,  not  in  con- 
fequence  of  tranfitory  impreffions  occafiohally  made 
by  external  objeds ;  but  in  confequence  of  a  heart- 
affefting  fenfe  of  their  fm  and  danger,  their  duty  and 
intereft.     In  this  manner  they  repair  to  God  as  their 
quiet  reft  and  all-fuflicient  portion,  that  in  him  they 
may  repofe  all  their  confidence,  that  from  him  they 
may  receive  the  fupply  of  aU  their  neceffities,  and 
that  in  his  commandments  they  may  greatly  deUght 
themfelves.—*  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Return  ye  now 

*  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and  make  your  ways 

•  and  your  doings  good  *.' 

And  come  to  Zion^  that  they  may  participate  in  the 
privileges  pecuUar  to  the  upright.  Tion  in  this  vcrfe; 
as  in  many  other  places  of  fcripture,  is  the  name  ufed 
to  fignify  the  church  of  God.  Two  circumftances 
fully  juftify  the  propriety  of  this  de%nation.  The 
fociety  of  the  faithful  in  Chrift  Jefus  made  their  firft 
appearance  on. that  mountain ;  there  the  firft  Chrif- 
tian  church  \^'as  planted,  and  the  throne  of  God's 
kingdom  was  ereded.  There  the  radical  or  mother 
church  was  eftablilhed ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
thofe  who  became  membei-s  of  that  facred  com- 
munity were  faid  to  be  bom  in  Zion ;  and  in  every 
age,  the  people  of  God,  in  their  collective  capacity, 
have  retained  that  appellation.  Befides,  the  fame 
privileges  which  were  anciently  conferred  on  Zion, 
are  enjoyed  by  the  church  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  God  was  pleafed  to  appoint  that  mountain  to 
be  the  place  of  his  peculiar  relidence  ;  there  he  was 
fblemnly  worfliipped ;  there  he  met  with  his  people, 

converfe4 
*  Jcr.  xviii.  xi. 
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converfed  with  them,  made  known  to  them  his  will, 
and  afibrded  them  protedtion  and  fafety.  Thefe  pre- 
TogSLtives  ftiU  belong  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  and 
therefore  the  Holy  Spirit  often  fpeaks  of  them  in 
the  prophecies,  by  the  name  of  Zion.  The  writers  of 
the  New  Teftament  frequently  adopt  the  fame  lan- 
guage; of  which  a  remarkable  inllance  occurs  in  the 
I2th  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  where 
the  apofUe  affinns,  that  Chriftians  *  are  come  to  mount 
'  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  hving  God,*  accord^ 
ing  to  the  predidtion  now  before  us. — To  this  honour- 
able fociety  they  were  to  be  joined — 

Witb/ongs  and  ever la/iing joy  upon  their  beads.  Ma- 
ny things  contribute  to  produce  the  exultation  and 
joy  which  are  here  mentioned.  Triumphant  fongs 
of  praife  were  to  be  raifed  to  God  and  to  the  Lamb, 
becaufe  multittides  of  fins  are  coyered,  fouls  are  fa- 
ved  from  death,  accefiions  are  made  to  the  church 
of  God,  and  *  when  the  Lord  reckoneth  up  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  Zion,  it  fhall  be  faid,  this  and  that  man  was 

*  bom  in  her  */.  Nor  are  thefe  hymns  of  thankfgi- 
ving  confined  to  the  church  on  yearth ;  the  celeftial 
inhabitants  Iharing  in  the  joy,  unite  in  the  fongs ;  for 
there  is  joy  in  heaven  even  over  one  finner  that  re- 
penteth.  The  heavenly  hoft  who  praifed  God  at  the 
nativity  of  the  Saviour,  will  not  be  filent,  we  fup- 
pofe,  when  thofe  he  came  to  redeem  are  brought 
home  to  thf  Ihepherd  and  bifliop  of  their  fouls.  It 
is  added,—*  With  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads.* 
This  expreffion  may  allude  to  the  ancient  cuftom  of 
weving  crownsin  feafons  of  mirth  and  feftivity,  which 
were  confidered  as  marks  of  honour  and  dignity.  Or 
it  may  refer  to  the  praclice  of  anointing  the  head  on 
joyous  fefl:ive  occafions,  which  probably  gave  rife  to 
the  phrafe  ufed  by  the  royal  poet  of '  the  oilof  glad- 

*  nefc  f .'  The  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  fumifhed  with 
the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  were  to  haften  with 
fublime  pleafure  and  joy  to  participate  in  the  com- 
mimion  of  faints.     This  joy  is  faid  to  be  everlafting, 

permanent, 
*  Plal.  bcxxvii.  5.        f  Wal-  xlv.  7, 
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permanent,  and  durable  ;  being  one  of  the  fruits  of 
the  eternal  Spirit,  it  partokes  of  the  nature  of  its  di- 
vine author  ;  and  being  founded  on  the  everlarting 
rigbteoufnefs  of  the  S6n  of  God,  it  is  not  only  un- 
fpeakable  and  full  of  glory,  but  abideth  for  ever. 
Our  blefled  Saviour,  therefore^  when  comforting  Ins 
difciples,  affures  them  that  their  joy  was  to  be  con- 
ftant  and  perpetual,  *  Your  heart  fhall  rejoice,  and 

*  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you  *.'  Their  fpi- 
ritual  enemies  might  endeavour  to  deprive  them  of 
this  precious  treafure,  at  leaft  to  interrupt  their  en- 
joyment of  it;  but  they  Ihould  never  be  able  entire- 
ly to  take  it  away,  or  to  jemove  the  ground  whereon 
it  refts.  It  is  an  eternal  joy  to  be  confummatcd  in 
the  future  world ;  according  to  the  memorable  words 
of  him  who  is  faithful  and  true,  *  the  water  that  I 

*  Ihall  give  him  (that  thirfteth)  (hall  be  in  him  a  well 

*  of  water  fpringing  up  into  everlafting  life  f  /  Their 
joy  is  immortal;  it  is  conniwfted  with  eternal  obje6ls^ 
and  fhall  endure  through  endlefs  ages. 

They  Jhall  obtain  joy'  and  gladnefs.  The  Hebrew 
word  here  tranflated  obtain,  is  the  fame  that  occurred 
chap,  xxxiii.  1 4.  where  it  is  rendered  by  Jurprife ; 
^  Fearfiilnefs  (faith  our  Prophet)  hath  furprifed  the 

*  hypocrite.'  The  word  fignifies  the  acquifition  of 
any  thing  that  hath  been  fought  after  with  avidity 
and  diligence.  The  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  who  are 
feeking  everlafting  felicity  and  joy,  (hail  certainly 
obtain  thefe  defirable  objeds,  of  which  they  (hall  lay 
hold  with  exquilite  deUght  and  retain  full  pofleffion  of 
them  for  ever. — Sorrow  and  grief^  which  arife  from 
the  lofs  of  what  is  agreeable  or  valuable,  and  from 
experience  or  fear  of  what  is  painful. — Sighing  and 
groaning,  which  are  the  well-known  efFed  and  natti- 
ral  expreflion  of  dlftrefs,  fliall  flee  away  and  be  dif- 
pelled,  like  mill,  by  the  radiant  beams  of  the  fun  ; 
fo  that  they  fhall  no  more  perplex  and  diftrefs  the 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Holinefs,  peace,  and  joy, 
fhall  univerfally  prevail,  as  the  happy  prelude  to  that 

glorious 

*  Joha  xvi.  22.         t  J^^  i^*  ^4* 
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glorious  ftate  in  which  there  fhall  not  be  one  forrow- 
fill  heart,  one  weeping  ey^,  one  complaining  voice, 
one  throbbing  breaft ;  wherein  all  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  (hall  eternally  rejoice  and  tiiumph. 

The  whole  of  this  prcdidion  beautifully  repre- 
fents  the  teppy  ftate  of  the  churct  at  different  pe^ 
nods  under  the  New  Teftament,  when  public  cala- 
mities, perfecutions,  and  impediments  to  the  advance^ 
nient  of  Chrift's  kingdom  being  removed,  the  num- 
ber of  the  fiuthful  fhall  be  greatly  increafed,  and 
they  fhall  be  blefled  with  abundant  meafures  of  di-* 
vine  grace.  Every  part,  however,  of  the  prophecy, 
ought  to  be  underftood  in  fuch  a  qualified  fenfe  as 
may  accord  with  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
does  not  teach  to  exped  that  Chriflians  fhall  be  free 
from  thofe  accidents  which  are  infeparably  conned- 
cd  with  their  prefent  circumftances  in  this  world.  No 
condition,  however  profperous,  to  which  they  are 
here  ckvated,  fhall  change  die  courfe  of  Providence, 
*  or  totally  exempt  them  from  perfonal  and  domeftic 
afflidioas.  The  Prophet  fpeaks  only  of  the  fpiritual 
ftate  of  the  people  of  God,  when  he  who  is  able  to  do 
beyond  what  we  can  alk  or  think,  faves  his  chofen, 
bleiles  his  inheritrncCjand  lifts  them  up  for  ever.— 
Let  us,  then,  with  Chriflians  in  every  land,  frequent- 
ly pour  out  befiwre  the  Lord  our  fervent  and  united 
&pplicaticms,  for  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  what  is  here 
foretold,  for  the  fidiicity  and  glory  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom ;  and  for  his  blefiing  on  the  means  employ- 
ed for  its  advancement. 
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WE  now  enter  upon  the  confideradon  of  the 
firft  difcourfe  contained  m  the  fourth  part 
of  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah.  In  the  four  chapters  im- 
mediately preceding,  is  recorded  the  inftruftive  hifto- 
ry  of  fome  remarkable  events  which  happened  under 
the  reign  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah.  Our  Prophet, 
adling  in  the  capacity  of  hiftorian,  circumftantially 
rektes  the  unfuccefsful  expedition  of  Senacherib,king 
of  Aflyria,  into  the  land  of  Judea^  with  its  confe- 
quences.  He  defcribes,  in  ftrong  colours,  the  very 
afHified  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
in  this  critical  period,  the  terror  of  which  feizedupon 
the  prince  and  people  of  Jerufalem. — He  records  the 
infolent  threatening  mefiages  fent  by  the  invader  to 
Hezekiah — The  genuine  piety  and  confidence  in 
God  difcovered  on  the  occaiion  by  the  Jewiih  mo-^ 
narch — The  embafly  which  he  fent  to  Ifaiah,  with 
the  encouraging  predidlion  he  emitted  refpeding  the 
fate  of  the  expedition— The  fevere  chaftifement  of 
Aflyrian  infolence,  and  the  wonderful  deliverance  of 
the  king  of  Judah,  and  the  metropolis  of  Judea.  The 
relation  of  thefe  incidents  occupies  the  36th  and  37th 
chapters. — He  then  proceeds  to  narrate  various  oc- 
currences, Ibme  of  which  are  of  a  more  private  and 
domeftic  nature — Such  as  the  very  dangerous  difeafe 
whereby  Hezekiah  was  brought  to  the  gates  of  death, 
with  his  devout  behaviour  in  that  trying  emergency 
—The  extraordinary  cure  by  which  his  diftemper 
was  removed,  and  his  complete  recovery  efFefted— 
The  miraculous  fign  whereby  the  promifed  prolon- 
gation of  the  king's  life  was  confirmed,  and  the  ele- 
gant hymn  of  thankfgiving  in  which  the  grateful 
monarch  celebrates  the  benefit  conferred  upon  him. 
Of  thefe  feveral  topics  he  treats  in  the  38  th  chapter. 
— After  which  follows  an  account  of  the  emb^age 
fent  by  the  kmg  of  Babylon  to  congratulate  the  Jew- 
iih monarch  on  his  refloration  to  health — And  of  the 
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mefiage  that  our  Prophet  had  in  command  from 
God  to  deliver  to  his  fovcreign,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  difagrecable  contents,  with  fidelity  and 
fortitude  he  communicated  to  the  royal  ear,  where 
it  was  received  with  becoming  fubmiflion.  Thefe 
remarkable  circumftances,  intimately  connefted  with 
the  fubjeits  of  his  prophecies,  the  infpired  writer  re- 
lates in  the  39th  chapter,  with  which  the  hiftorical 
part  of  his  book  concludes.  At  prefent  I  pafs  over  thefe 
important  fa6ls  by  which  fome  of  the  predidlions  of 
Ifaiah  are  elucidated  and  confirmed,  that  I  may  con- 
tinue, without  interruption,  the  expofition  of  the  pro- 
phecies he  hath  delivered;  in  which  I  apprehend  we 
are  more  nearly  concerned. 

The  prophetical  difcourfes  that  follow  from  hence 
to  the  end  of  the  book,  in  which  are  paflages  the 
moft  elegant  and  fublime  of  any  that  occur  in  the 
iacred  writings  of  the  Old  Teftament,  were  probably 
delivered  after  the  Aflyrian  invafion,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  Hezekiah.  An  explicit  declara- 
tion having  been  given  in  the  'foregoing  chapter,  of 
the  approaching  diflblution  of  the  Jewilh  kingdom, 
the  captivity  of  the  prince  and  people  by  the  kings 
of  Babylon ;  the  fubfequent  prophecy  opens  with  a 
promife  of  the  reftoration  of  that  kingdom,  and  the 
return  of  the  people  from  captivity,  in  confequence 
of  the  merciful  interpofition  of  the  Almighty  in  their 
behalf.  To  this  event,  however,  the  views  of  our 
Prophet  are  not  confined;  the  redemption  from  Ba- 
bylon is  employed  as  an  image,  to  exhibit  a  redemp- 
tion of  an  infinitely  higher  and  more  important  na- 
ture, to  be  accomplilhed  by  the  Son  of  God  in  th« 
fulnefs  of  time.  Thefe  two  events  he  conncdls  to- 
gether ;  and  whilft  he  treats  of  the  former,  he  gives 
explicit  intimations  of  the  latter,  the  glories  of  which 
feem  often  to  have  fo  occupied  his  mind,  that  the 
fubjed  he  introduced  is  loll  in  the  other  with  which 
he  was  moft  delighted. — ^The  falvation  of  the  people 
of  God  is,  in  general,  the  pleafant  theme  of  all  Ifaiah's 

Predidions.    This  includes  in  it  three  diftind  parts. 
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which  are  clofcly.  connedcd  with  one  another ;  th« 
deliverance  of  the.  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon^ 
the  deliverance  of  the  Gentiles  from  ignorance  and 
idolatry,  and  the  falvation  of  the  church  from  the 
dominion  of  fin  and  death.  They  are  alfo  fubordi^ 
nate  to  one  another,  the  latter  being  fhadowed  out 
under  the  image  of  the  former.  Cyrus  was  the  agent 
of  God  in  efTedlingthe  firft  deliverance;  a  far  greater 
perf(Miage  is  the  agent  to  accomplifti  the  two  latter 
deliverances,  called  the  Ix)rd  God,  the  Servant,  the 
Eledt  of  Jehovah,  in  whom  his  foul  delighteth.  Thefc 
fubjeds  are  not  here  treated  feparately,  in  a  metho- 
dical manner,  but  in  a  connefted  view.  They  are 
all  thrown  together,  mixed  one  with  another;  and  the 
whole  is  delineated  with  the  ftrongeft  boldeft  colours 
in  the  following  prophecies. — The  prophetic  orations 
recorded  in  the  preceding  chapters  were  diftinguiflied 
by  fome  title,  new  inibription,  or  fome  other  circum- 
llance ;  henceforward  every  thing  of  this  fort  is  laid 
afide,  and  the  predidions  run  uniformly  on,  without 
any  marked  divilion,  to  the  end  of  the  book.  The  por- 
tion of  prophecy  which  we  now  proceed  to  inveftigate, 
may  be  diftributed  into  four  fedlions ;  the  firll  in- 
cludes chap.  40th  and  41ft — the  fecond,  chap.  424 
and  43d — the  thiid,  chap.  44th — 47th,— the  fourth, 
chap.  48  th. 

To  iolace  the  difconfolate  minds  of  the  juft  an4 
devout,  who  were  depreffed  by  various  aiilidions, 
and  waiting  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael,  Ifaiah,  by 
the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  leads  fon^ard  their  thoughts, 
iKjt  merely  to  return  from  threatened  captivity,  but 
|o  the  manifellation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  flefh,  ac- 
cording to  the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers — and 
to  the  eftabhlhment  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom  in  the 
world  by  the  preaching  of  the  golpf  1,  when  Jehovah 
was  to  difplay  his  glory  and  his  falvation  both  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  He  introduces  the  fublime  fub« 
jed,  by  announcing  to  minillers  of  the  church  the 
good  pleafure  of  God,  that  they  ought  to  adminiftcr 
conlblation  to  liis  people,  by  informing  them  that  the? 
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King  and  kingdom  of  hearen  was  at  no  great  di- 
ftance,  which  was  to  terminate  the  calamities  where- 
by they  were  diftrefled,  ver.  1,2.  He  proceeds  to 
call  them  to  prepare  for  giving  this  glorious  Monarch 
a  proper  reception ;  to  explain  the  fpiritual  nature 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  blefled-efteds  wherewith  it 
T^^s  to  be  attended,  v.  3 — 1 1.  He  then  clearly  e- 
vinces  that  the  empire  of  the  great  Mefflah  was  to 
be  fixmded  in  a  way  perfectly  confident  with  the  in- 
finite wifdom  and  power  of  Jehovah,  manifefted  in 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence,  v.  »2 — ^17. 
After  which  he  demonftrates  the  vanity  and  abfur- 
dity  of  idolatry,  by  exhibiting  the  power,  t|ie  majef- 
ty,  and  grandeur  of  the  only  true  God,  v.  18—26. 
He  doncludes,  by  applying  to  the  church  the  truths 
he  advanced,  that  they  might  thereby  be  encouraged 
to  wait  upon  the  everlafting  God,  who  gives  renew- 
ed ftrength  to  thofe  who  are  ready  to  faint,  v.  27 — 3 1 . 


CHAR     XL, 

COMFORT  ye,   comfort   ye  my  people, 
faith  your  God, 

This  prophecy,  chiefly  relating  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Son  of  God,  is  ulliered  in  by  the  divine  com- 
mand now  before  us,  which  is  repeated  once,  a- 
gain,  and  a  third  time  ;  to  intimate  the  vaft  impor- 
tance of  the  duty  thus  inculcated,  and  to  fhew  that 
God  is  truly  folicitovis  to  promote  the  confolation  of 
his  church.  Indeed^  the  Lord  God,  mercifiil  and 
gracious,  hath  uniformly  difcovered  th(j  ftrongelt  con- 
cern for  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  his  peculiar 
people,  whom  he  loves  with  the  mod  tender  aftbc- 
tion,  whom  he  pities  under  infirmities,  and  in  whofe 
profperity  he  rejoices.  He  hath  afiimied  the  title  of 
the  God  of  all  coniblation,  who  comfprteth  them  un- 
der 
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der  all  their  tribulations ;  he  hath  anointed  his  own 
Son,  to  give  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion  beauty 
for  afhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment 
of  praife  for  the.fpirit  of  heavinefs  ;  the  Holy  Spirit 
he  hath  promifed  toconfole  and  guide  them,  and 
in  all  their  afilidions  his  word  is  their  comfort.  He 
hath  required  his  feryants  to  be  of  good  chear,  to 
comfort  one  another ;  and  to  their  efforts  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  appointment,  he  is  often  pleafed  to  give 
efficacy  by  his  prefence  and  bleffing.  The  commif - 
fion  here  grafted  for  this  benevolent  pJurpofe  is  ex- 
prefely  limited  to  the  people  of  God,  whom  he  hath/ 
created  fcwr  his  glory,  that  they  may  fhew  forth  his 
praife ;  whom  he  hath  refcued  from  the  hands  of 
their  enemies,  that  they  may  ferve  him  without'fear, 
|n  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him;  and  difpo- 
ired,\  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of  their  manifold  obliga- 
tions to  him,  to  confecrate  themfelves  to  his  fervice, 
and  to  yield  the  obedience  which  he  juftly  demands, 
defirous  to  enjoy  his  favour  and  approbation.  To  per- 
fons  of  this  defcription,  confolation  ought  to  be  dit. 
penfed  with  the  utmoft  promptitude.  Who  can  de- 
cline to  perform  this  dehghtful  office,  to  which  we 
are  called  by  fuch  high  authority. 

Permit  me  for  a  few  moments  to  leave  the  em- 
ployment of  an  expolitor,  to  execute  the  pleafent 
talk.  Are  any  of  you,  brethren,  dejeded  through 
poverty  and  indigence  ?  Know  that  God  hath  gra- 
cioufly  promifed  that  your  bread  fhall  be  given  you, 
that  your  water  IhaU  be  fure,  that  the  Lord  will  heat 
you,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  you.  He 
Ihall  deUver  the  ne^dy  when  he  crieth,  the  poor  alfo, 
and  him  that  hath  no  helper.  Amidft  the  penury 
and  hardfhips  with  which  you  may  be  diftreffed,  re* 
member  with  gratitude,  that  in  God's  favour  are 
riclies  and  honours,  that  your  heavenly  Father  know- 
eth  what  you  need,  and  hath  afliired  you  that  walk 
uprightly,  that  he  will  withhold  no  good  thing  from 
you.  Often  look  forward  to  the  crown  of  life  which 
The  Lord  hath  promifed  to  them  that  lovp  him,  an4 
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to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  into  which  you  Ihall  he 
admitted,  when  the  wicked  of  the  earth  fhall  be  caft 
away  hke  drqfs. — Are  you  deprefled  by  afflidlions  of 
various  kinds,  and  hath  your  hfe  been  embittered  by 
diverfe  calamities?  Seek  unto  God  betimes,  and 
make  fupphcation  imto  the  Almighty,  who  hath 
laid,  *  Becaufe  he  hath  fet  his  love  upon  me,  I  will 

•  deliver  him;  I  will  fet  him  on  high,  becaufe  he  hath 

•  known  my  name*.'  Hearken  to  his  reviving  words, 

•  When  thou  pafleft  through  the  waters  I  will  be 

•  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers  they  fhall  not  o- 

•  verflowthee;  for  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy 

•  One  of  Ifrael  thy  Sa viourf .'  Your  afflidions,  however 
fevere,  are  but  light  and  of  fhort  continuance,  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  your  fins  have  deferved,  and  of  the 
tar  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  which 
they  are  working  for  you.  They  that  fow  in  tears 
ihall  reap  in  joy  a  plentiful  harveft  of  pure  everlaft- 
ing  coniolations. — Whatever  be  your  condition,  you 
ought  to  derive  comfort  from  the  amiable  views  gi- 
ven in  fcripture,  of  the  charafter,  the  perfedlions,  the* 
providence,  the  promiies  of  God  ;  the  endearing  re- 
lations in  which  he  ftands.  conneded  with  you,  the 
experience  you  have  had  of  his  loving  kindnefs,  the 
the  privileges  you  enjoy,  and  the  glorious  profpeds 
that  you  entert^.  To  thefe  animating  truths,  wor- 
thy of  your  ferious  attenuon,  may  he  who  gave  the 
commiilion  in  virtue  of  which  I  now  fpeak,  vouch- 
fafe  his  benedidion,  that  they  may  prove  effedual  for 
folacing  difconfolate  minds. — Are  you  mourning  o- 
ver  your  tranfgreffions,  and  are  your  hearts  deeply 
afleded  with  the  enormity,  the  guilt,  the  pollution, 
and  the  power  of  fin  ?  *  With  him  (faith  the  High 

•  and  Lofty  One)  will  I  dwell  that  is  of  a  humble  and 

•  contrite  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble, 

•  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones  %.'    *  I 

•  rejoice  that  you  forrowed  to  repentance ;  for  godly 

•  furrow  worketh  repentance  to  falvation  not  to  be 

•  repented  of  §.*  *  Blefled  are  they  that  mourn  (faith 

Jeius 
♦  Pfal-  xci.  14.         f  Chap,  xliii.  2,  3.         J  Chap.  Ivii.  15. 
(  2  Cor.  vii.  9. 
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*  Jefus  Chrift)  for  they  Ihall  be  comforted**  in  due 
time,  by  bim  that  com£orteth  them  that  are  caft 
down.  Your  drooping  fpirits  fhall  yet  be  cheered, 
and  you  ihall  participate  of  thofe  fublime  refirelh- 
ments  which  ihall  for  erer  gladden  and  rejoice  your 
hearts.  1  conchide  this  feeble  attempt  with  the 
words,  the  very  encouraging  words  of  Goid  by  our  Pro- 
phet ;  *  As  the  rain  and  the  faow  cometh  down  from 
'  heaven  and  retumeth  not  thither,  but  wateieth  the 

*  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it 

*  may  give  feed  to  the  fower  and  bread  to  the  eater ; 

*  io  ihall  my  word  be  that  goeth  out  of  my  mouth  : 

*  it  ihali  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  ihalLaccom- 

*  plith  that  which  I  pleafe,  and  it  fhall  profpcr  in  the 

*  thing  whereto  1  fent  it  f  •'  If  I  have  encroached 
on  your  patience,  and  by  this  digrcffion  deviated 
from  the  plan  of  thefe  ledures,  I  rcqueil  that  you 
will  forgive  me  this  wrong. — ^The  commiflion  here 
given  is  ilamped  by  fupreme  authority. 

Saith  your  God,  whofe  portion,  whole  inheritance^ 
whofe  peculiar  treafure  you  are  above  all  people ; 
who  is  your  Father,  your  Redeemer,  your  Sandlifier, 
Protedor,  and  Comforter.  This  coniblatory  work  is 
not  the  contrivance  of  a  feeble,  erring  creature,  who 
might  have  recommended  what  is  improper  or  im- 
fealbnable.  It  is  the  exprefs  precept  of  your  God, 
who  are  the  poilerity  of  the  patriarchs  Abraham,  I- 
faac,  and  Jacob,  to  whom  he  promifed  to  be  their 
God,  and  the  God  of  their  children.  In  virtue  of 
the  covenant  into  which  he  entered  with  your  fiu 
thcrs,  he  hath  eftabliihed  an  intimate  connedtion  be> 
twixt  him  and  you,  he  hath  afliuned  the  title  of  your 
God,  which  is  your  higheil  glory,  and  the  fource  of 
all  your  felicity.  Recoiled,  then,  the  peculiar  inte- 
reft  that  you  have  in  him,  and  he  in  you,  who  are 
objedls  of  his  diftinguifhing  love  and  tender  care. 
Attentively  confider  that  the  fblemn  charge  contain- 
ed in  this  and  the  following  verfe,  is  dehvered  by  him 
whofe  wiidom,  power,  and  goodnefs,  with  his  other 

attributes^ 
♦  M»t.  V,  4,        f  Chap.  Iv,  10,  II. 
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attributes,  are  employed  for  accomplUhing  your  hap- 
piaefs  and  fatv^tion;  and  that  he  is  the  pbjedl  of  your 
worfhip,  hope,  and  confidence.  After  all,  will  you 
perverfely  rejeA  the  counfel  of  God  againft  your- 
felves,  and  render  it  of  none  efFe£l?  Will  you  make 
light  of  his  comfortable  words,  whom  jrou  profeffed- 
ly  honour  and  love,  to  whom  you  are  nearly  relatpd, 
and  infinitely  indebted?  When  he  commands  to 
comfort  you,  will  you  ad  fo  inconfiftently  with  yoiur 
duty  and  intereft,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  the  confo- 
latkms  of  God,  which  are  neither  fmall  nor  few  ?— 
I  can  do  bo  more  to  alleviati  your  forrows,  than  fug^ 
geft  the  fure  groimds  of  confolation  and  joy,  and  u- 
nite  with  them  eameft  prayers  to  the  God  of  all 
grace,  that  he  may  fatisfy  you  early  with  his  mercy, 
that  yc  may  be  glad  and  rejoice  all  your  days. 

2  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jerufalem,  and 

*  cry   unto  her,  that   her  warfare  is  accom- 

plifhed,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned;  for  fhe 

natli   received  of  the  LORD'S  hand  double 

for  all  her  fins. 

The  manner  in  which  confolation  ought  to  be  ad* 
miniftered  to  the  people  of  God,  with  the  fubftantial 
grounds  on  which  it  is  founded,  are  in  thefe  words 
particularly  fpecified, — Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jeru^ 
falem  ;  or.  as  the  Hebrew  word  is  rendered  on  the 
margin  of  fome  bibles,  fpeak  to  the  heart,  in  the  moll 
pleaiant  and  winning  msmner,  fo  as  to  gain  the  atten- 
tion and  the  affcdion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  who  fignificantly  reprcfented  the  church  of  God 
under  the  New  Teftament.  Employed  in  this  de- 
iightful  bufinefs,  we  mull  attend  not  only  to  what 
we  fay,  but  to  the  manner  in  \^hich  we  introduce 
and  treat  the  fubjeds  we  mention,  that  they  be  well 
managed  and  well  adapted  to  foothe  the  fwrow- 
fiil  heart,  and  to  raife  the  mind  deprefied  by  adver- 
fity  and  folicitude.  The  expreffion  is  emphatical,  in- 
f^matmg  that  the  comfort  to  be  difpenfed  by  the  fer- 
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Tants  of  God,  is  pure  and  fpiritual,  not  liable  to  de- 
cay; and  that  it  is  more  than  fufEcient  to  counterba- 
lance all  their  prefent  troubles. — Wherefore  comfort 
yourfelves  then,  together,  and  edify  one  another, 
when  you  fpeak  to  the  feeble-minded  and  dejeded  of 
your  brethren,  have  compaffion  on  them,  a6l  the  part 
of  fons  of  confolation,  treat  them  with  gentlenels, 
lcindnefs,andfympathy.  See  that  the  matter  you  fug- 
geft  be  really  good,  and  that  it  be  fuited  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  whom  you  addrefs.  Adapt  your 
difcourfe  to  their  particular  charaders,  remembering 
that  as  we  muft  not  givft  the  childrens  bread  to  dogs, 
fo  We  ought  not  to  give  to  the  children  what  is  allot- 
ted for  the  ungodly  and  profane.  Attend  to  the  fea- 
fon  in  which  you  fpeak;  for  what  may  be  well  fuited 
to  one  time^  might  be  improper  at  another,  and  prove 
rather  hurtful  than  ufeful.  And  beware  of  over* 
charging  the  fubjeft  you  introduce ;  for  a  torrent  of 
words  may  on  fome  occafions  do  confiderable  dar 
inage :  whereas,  did  your  fpeech  drop  as  the  rain,  and 
diftil  as  the  fmall  rain  on  the  tender  herb,  they  that 
dwell  under  your  fhadow  might  revive  as  the  com, 
grow  as  the  lilly,  caft  forth  their  roots  as  Lebanon, 
their  branches  might  fpread,  and  their  beauty  be  a$ 
the  olive  tree. 

That  her  warfare  is  accomplijhtd.  The  (late  of 
the  church  of  God  on  earth,  elpecially  under  the  for- 
mer difpenfation,  is  with  propriety  reprefented  in 
fcripture  as  a  warfare.  They  are  called  to  contend 
with  the  enemies  of  God  and  their  own  beft  interefts; 
they  are  expofed  to  innumerable  dangers;  like  a  vaft 
fermy,  they  are  in  an  unfettled  condition,  employed 
in  adual  fervice,  where  the  utmoft  vigilance  and  ex- 
ertion is  requifite  ;  eveiy  individual  hath  his  parti- 
cular ilation  affigned  to  him,  which  he  muft  not  pre- 
sume to  reUnquifh  ;  and  to  his  prince  he  muft  look 
for  diredion  and  fuppoit  in  every  enterpvize.  The 
tnmllation  of  the  Hebrew  word  in  the  margin  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked,  where  it  is  re;ndered  appointed 
timef  tune  fixed  by  infinite  wildom  for  termmatiog 
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not  only  the  captivity  at  Babylon;  but  for  putting  a 
period  to  the  laborious  fervices  and  confiids  of  the 
people  of  God  under  the  Mofaic  ceconomy.     Whilft 
that  burdenfome  difpenfation  continued,  many  dif-^ 
ficult  obfervances  were  prefcribed,  which  the  po^ 
fterity  of  Ifrael  were  not  permitted  to  negled  un- 
der the  fcvcreft  penalties;  and  therefore  they  were 
(aid  to  be  un^er  a  yoke  of  bondage.     They  were  re- 
quired to  »be  continually  vigilant,  waiting  for  the 
Lord  as  they  that  watch  wait  for  the  morning ;  and 
the  great  objed  rf  their  defire  was^  deliverance  from 
fervitude,  and  introduction  into  the  glorious  hberty 
of  the  fons  of  God. — As  a  ground  of  coiifolation,  our 
Ptophet  declares,  that  the  time  appointed  for  finifli- 
ing  the  warfare>of  the  church  was  nearly  completed, 
the  time  to  favour  Zion  was  at  hand,  the  fulnefs  of 
time  was  about  to  conunence  at  the  period  to  which 
he  looked  forward.     The  expreflion  is  metaphorical, 
taken  from  the  condirion  of  a  foldier  who  is  appoint- 
ed to  fome  painful  ftation  from  which  he  earneilly 
kmgs  to  be  relieved.     In  like  manner,  the  church  of 
old,  which  had  affigned  them  hard  fervice,  ardently 
wiflied  to  be  freed  from  the  bonds  that  galled  them, 
and  now  they  are  informed  that  the  period  determi- 
ned for  the  abolition  of  their  fervitude,  and  the  yoke 
of  ceremonies  impofed  upon  them,  was  foon  to  ar- 
rive ;  when  the  great  objeft  of  their  expectation  was 
to  make  his  appearanos,  by  whom  their  warfare 
fhould  be  terminated,  and  an  ealier  path  to  conqueft 
opened. — How  reviving  the  thought,  that  ere  long 
our  warfare  fliall  alfo  be  accomphlhed,  and  the  ap- 
pcnnted  time  commence  when  we  fliall  have  finifhed 
our  labours,  and  Ihall  eater  into  the  reil  that  remams 
for  the  people  of  God !    All  the  days,  then,  of  our 
appointed  time,  let  us  wait  with  hope  and  patience, 
until  our  change  -come.     He  that  ihall  come  will 
cmne,  and  not  tarry. — Another  ground  of  comfort  is. 
That  bet  iniquity  is  pardoned.     Thefe  are  indeed 
good  and  comtortable  words.    Sin  expofes  the  franf- 
gmflfor  to  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God ;  pardon  of 
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iniquity  canceh  the  obligation  to  deferved  punifh^ 
medt,  and  reftores  the  finner  to  the  farour  of  hit 
oSbnded  Soyeteign.  To  open  the  way  for  the  ho^ 
nourable  communication  of  this  precbus  benefit,  pro* 
p^  expiation  muft  be  made  for  the  offences  com^ 
mitted ;  convincing  demonftration  muft  be  given  of 
their  malignity  and  demerit,  of  the  righteoufnefs 
find  veracity  of  Jehovah,  whilft  mercy  is  extended  t^  . 
the  criminal.  In  confequence  of  compenfation  of* 
fcred  to  the  juflice  of  God,  the  fault  is  blotted  out, 
the  trefpafs  is  forgiven.  From  the  concurring  tefti* 
monies  of  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  it  plainly  appears 
that  remiflion  of  fins  is  conferred  through  the  pre* 
cious  blood  of  Chrift,  in  virtue  of  the  expiatory  facri* 
fice  which  he,  as  the  great  High  Prfeft  of  our  profef- 
fion,  prefented  for  the  fins  of  his  people.  Acixutling 
to  the  fcriptures,  Jefus  Chrift.  is  the  propitiation  fii 
the  fins  of  the  wcH'ld;  through  his  pecfed  atonement^ 
God  is  declared  propitious  to  men,  end  men  are  re- 
conciled to  God.  The  firm  belief  of  this  important 
tmth  excites  indignation  againft  fill ;  it  leads  to  re- 
pentance, and  fincere  obedience ;  whilft  it  imparts 
reviving  confolation  to  the  difconfohte  mind.  Thofe, 
therefore,  who  would  comfort  the  people  of  God,  are 
diret^d  to  fay  her  iniquity  is  pardoned,  the  faaiid- 
writing  of  ordinances  which  was  againft  them  is^ta^ 
ken  out  of  the  way,  and  a  complete  facrifioe  is  ofCbr- 
ed,  in  virtiie  of  T^-hich  is.gnuited  remifiiion  of  find* 
The  long-wiftied  for  period  was  then  at  no  gieat  di- 
ftance,  wherein  the  Son  of  God  was  to  put  an  end  to 
fin,  to  fuiifti  tranigreflion,  to  make  reconciliation  for 
iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafttng  righteoufiieis*— 
What  fure  ground  of  comfort  doth  this  ineftimable 
benefit  convey,  which  comprehends  adual  deliver- 
ance firom  evils  of  the  greateft  magnitude,  the  affii- 
red  profped  of  every  defirable  bleffing,  and  which 
happily  di%o£es  all  who  receive  it  to  depart  fixmi  ini- 
quity .—There  is  forgivenefs  with  thee^  O  Lord,  that 
thou^mayeft  be  feared  ;  and  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
men  depart  from  eviL    It  was  a  remarkable  faying 
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of  a  heathen  philofopher,  from  which  we  may  receive 
an  inftradive  leflbn-  •  Though  (faid  he)  I  was  per* 
fiiaded  that  men  could  never  know,  and  that  the 
gods  would  pardon  the  evil  I  might  do,  I  would  not 
do  it.'  This  fentiment  is  worthy  of  a  fervant  of  the 
living  God,  and  ought  in  fubftance  to  be  adopted  by 
thofe  whom  he  hath  comforted  with  the  voice  of  par- 
don, to  whom  he  hath  faid,  Be  of  good  chear,  thy  fins 
are  forgiven  thee.  Hath  he  gracioufly  remitted  paft 
tranfgieiSons  ?  then  it  becomes  you  to  fay,  I  will  not 
o&nd  any  more. 

F^rjhe  bath  received  of  the  LorcPs  band  double  fir 
mlt  her  fins.  Thefe  words  contain  a  truth  which' at 
fiiil  fight  feems  paradoxical.  They  do  not  affirm 
that  the  people  of  God  had  been  punilhed  far  beyond 
the  demerit  of  their  crimes ;  that  their  fufferings 
liad  exceeded  what  their  fins  deferved.  If  the 
confummate  purity  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jehovah, 
and  the  awful  punifliment  denounced  againft  tranf- 
gieifiop,  are  candidly confidered,  this  fuppofition  muft 
appear  inconfiftent  and  abflird.  Under  the  preflure 
of  the  greateft  calamities,  the  church  hath  good  rea- 
ibn  to  join  m  the  confeflion  of  Ezra,  *  Thou  haft  pu- 
*  nilhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve  *.*  They 
fcem  defigned  to  intimate  what  is  indeed  a  fource  of 
ftrong  confolation  to  the  upright  among  men,  that 
fuch  are  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  that  like  a  kind 
parent,  recolleding  the  chaftifements  indured  by  his 
children,  he  frankly  allows  that  f  hey  were  more  than 
fufficient. 

In  the  prophetic  ftile,  double  which  commonly^ 
fignifies  twice  as  much,  denotes  v^  abyndance,  ftich 
as  is  fully  enough  to  ferve  the  purpofes  intended. 
Double  recompence  threatened  by  the  prophet  Je- 
remiah, chap.  xvi.  1 8.  expfeffes  the  adequate  retri- 
bution  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  to  receive 
fi>r  their  fins.  Double  honour  promifed  to  them  for 
their  fhame  ;  double  liberty  in  lieu  of  the  reftraints 
they  had  felt,  were  defigned  to  allure  them  of  the 

*  Chap.  ix.  x^. 
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diftinguifhed  honour  and  perfed  liberty  to  wWch 
they  were  to  be  advanced.  The  words  then  under 
confideration,  may  import  that  God,  who  in  righte- 
oufiiefs  had  aJHided  his  people  on  accoimt  of  their 
many  atrocious  crimes,  was  about  to  reftrain  his  judg^ 
ments,  to  lay  afide  his*difpleafure,  and  not  only  to 
pardon  their  fins,  but  to  afford  them  plentiful  com- 
munications of  the  mod  fubftantial  bleffings.  He 
would  impart  to  them  large  meafures  of  fpiritual  be- 
nefits, whereby  they  were  to  be  enriched  under  the 
New  Teftament,  fuch  as  the  gifts  of  righteoufhefs 
and  peace,  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  his  confolations  and 
joys.— rFrom  thefe  confiderations,  the  people  of  God 
ought  to  derive  comfort ;  and  indeed  they  are  ad^ 
mirably  adapted  to  raife  their  droop'mg  fpirits,  and 
to  fill  them  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  through 
the  power  of  tlie  Holy  Ghoft.  True  comfort  is  of  ce- 
leftial  origui,  and  cannot  be  found  among  the  crea- 
tures, which  may  indeed  fumifti  the  materials  where- 
of the  cordial  is  compofed  ;  but  the  bleflcd  God  rc- 
ferves  the  difpofal  of  it  entirely  in  his  own  hand.  Ap^ 
ply  then  with  eameftnefs  to  him,  that  he  Would  give 
efficacy  to  the  means  employed  to  revive  and  chear 
difconlblate  minds.  We  may  trouble  and  perplex 
ourfelves  and  others,  but  we  are  as  incapable  of 
charting  the  heart  from  a  forrowfulto  a  joytul  ftate, 
as  of  converting  it  from  the  love  of  fin,  to  delight  in 
hohnefs.  Whihl  th^n  we  ufe  the  means  of  acquiring 
this  precious  blefling,  let  us  have  recourfe  to  God, 
that  he  may  render  them  effedual. 

3  ^  The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wil- 
demefs,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  LORD, 
make  ftraight  in  the  defart  a  highway  for  our 
God. 

A  public  crier  is  here  introduced,  giving  orders, 
by  folemn  proclamation,  that  the  highway  be  le- 
velled and  fmoothed,  for  the  expedled  advent  of  an 
illuftiious  Prince,  that  he  might  complete  the  great 
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defign  of  his  appearance ;  that  every  oWlruftion 
ihould  be  removed  that  might  impede  his  progrefs 
through  the  defart.  In  giving  this  intimation, 
bis  voice  was  to  be  greatly  elevated,  after  the  man- 
ner of  thofe  who  are  employed  ii>  publilhing  what  is 
intended  to  be  generally  known ' — Though  this  fcrip* 
ture  might  have  a  primary  reference  to  the  return 
of  the  Tews  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  the  infpired 
evangelifts  apply  it  to  the  forerunner  of  Jefus  Chrift,  , 
in  whom  it  was  fully  verified.  Being  interrogated 
who  he  was,  he  replied,  *  I  am  the  voice  of  one  cry- 
'  ing  in  the  wildemefs ;  make  llraight  the  way  of  the 

*  Lord,  as  faid  the  prophet  Efaias*.'  In  like  manner, 
the  apoftle  Matthew,  writing  of  this  emineiit  man, 
affirms;  ^  This  is  he  that  was  fpoken  of  by  the  pro- 

*  phet  Efaias,  faying,  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 

*  wildernefs,  prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make 
?  his  paths  ftraight  f .'  In  the  exerciie  of  his  public 
miniftry,  John  the  Baptift,  with  a  ftrong  voice,  ai:d 
great  eameftnefs,  admoniflied  the  Jewifii  people  (jf 
their  errors ;  he  reproved,  them  for  their  fins,  and  ex- 
horted  them  to  repentance.  In  this  awful  preaclicr, 
was  remarkably  fulfilled,  not  only  the  predi<^hon  of 
oiu'  Prophet,  but  alfo  the  fimilar  prophecy  deUvered 
by  Malachi,  •  Behold  I  will  fend  my  meflenger,  and 

*  he  Ihall  prepare  the  way  before  me  J.'  Indeed 
this  evangehcal  I'enfe  of  the  prophecy  is  fo  apparent, 
and  ftands  forth  in  fo  ftrong  a  hght,  that  Ibme  intei- 
pieters  will  not  allow  this  verfe  to  have  relation  to 
any  other  event. 

This  voice,  as  foretold,  was  heard  in  the  wilder* 
nefi  ;  for*  John  the  Baptift  came  preaching  m  the  wil- 
demnefs  ot  J udea  §.  The  words  of  Ifaiah  are  lb  adjuit- 
cd,  as  that  hteraJly  imderftood,  the  wildernefs  may 
be  joined  with  what  immediately  precedes,  or  that 
figuratively  explained,  it  may  be  conneded  with 
what  follows.  By  the  pecufiar  difpofition  of  divme 
providence,  John,  who  was  our  Lord's  forerunner, 
^ercded  his  lacred  fundlion  in  the  place  called  the 

'  defait, 
f  lofan  i.  23.      f  Ckap.  iii.  3.     %  Chap.  iii.  i,      f  Mat.  iii.  z. 
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defait,  as  plainly  appears  from  the  account  given  oi 
him  by  Matthew,  to  which  I  already  alluded. 
Thither  rcforted  to  him  Jerufalem,  and  all  Judea, 
and  all  the  region  round  about  Jordan,  and  were 
baptized  of  him  in  Jordan,  confelfing  their  fins.  Our 
Prophet,  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
forel'eeing  that  the  wUdernefs  was  to  be  the  place 
where  John  was  to  exercife  his  miniftry,  under  the 
image  of  the  defart,  exhibits  the  forlorn  fpiritual  ftate 
of  thofe  among  whom  the  way  of  the  Lord  fhould  b«^ 
prepared ;  fo  that  his  word^  are  no  lefs  true  in  the 
allegorical  than  in  the  Uteral  fenfe.  By  altering  the 
punduation,  we  read  in  the  •  wildemefs  prepare  ye 
the  way  of  the  Lord.'  Many  obftrudions  lie  *m  his 
way,  which  ought  to  be  removed,  that  the  great  Re* 
deemer  may  obtain  accefs  intp  mens  hearts,  and  that 
he  may  be  cordially  received  with  faith,  affei^on, 
and  obedience.  Preparation  is  indifpenfibly  requi* 
lite,  to  give  the  kingdom  of  God  a  proper  reception. 
Palie  prejudices,  corrupt  affedions,  odious  fuperili- 
tions,  criminal  infidelity,  with  indulgence  in  the 
pra&ce  of  iniquity,  rendered  the  fpiritual  condition  of 
the  Jews,  as  of  mankind  in  general,  barren  and  de*- 
iblate,  like  an  uncultivated  country.  In  this  forlorn 
ftate,  people  were  exhorted  by  John  the  Baptift,  ac 
cording  to  the  prediction  we  are  now  confidering. 
.  Prepare  ys  this  way  of  the  Lord^  &c.  Both  ex- 
preffions  here  ufed,  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  import. 
The  blelled  God  hath  formed  the  minds  of  men  to 
be  fpiritual  temples  wherein  he  delights  to  refide ;  his 
habitations,  wherein  he  is  pleafed  to  dwell,  when  pro- 
perly difpofed  to  give  hun  fuitable  entertainment. 
He  vouchfafes  to  poffefs  all  the  faculties  pf  the  hu* 
man  foul  when  brought  into  his  fubjedion,  and  to 
employ  them  as  inftruments  of  advancing  his  glory. 
To  prepare  them  for  this  fervice,  they  muft  be  re- 
duced  to  order,  and  brought  into  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God  ;  they  muft  be  delivered  from  corrupt 
prejudices,  from  pernicious  errors,  from  deteiUble 
hypocrify,  and  fenfual  affedions  j  and  having  attain- 
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ed  a  ibund  iinderftanding  of  divine  truths,  they  muft 
be  devoted  to  the  pradice  of  holinefs.  To  carry  for- 
ward  thefe  important  purpofes,  previous  to  our  Lbrd*s 
appearance  John  the  Baptift  was  fent,  loudly  to  call 
upon  thofe  wIk)  heard  him,  to  give  the  Lord  himfelf, 
who  was  coming  into  his  temple,  a  proper  reception. 
With  this  view,  he  preached  that  men  ought  to  re- 
pent, to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  to 
confefs  and  renounce  their  fins,  to  amend  their  ways 
and  doings*,  whereby  they  were  difqualified  for  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  was 
then  about  to  be  eftablifhed. — The  fame  preffing  de- 
mands are  made  upon  you,  my  brethren.  Though 
it  is  not  in  man  that  wadketh  to  dire£l  his  own  (leps, 
or  to  prepare  the  Lord's  way;  for  the  preparation  of 
the  heart  in  man  is  from  the  Lord,  and  when  he 
comes  he  opens  a  way  for  himfelf;  yet  he  conde- 
fcends  to  invite  us  to  be  workers  together  with  him. 
Though  he  cometh  as  the  rain  that  tarrieth  not  for 
man,  nor  waiteth  for  the  fons  of  men,  ^d  makes  his 
way  over  all  oppofition  ;  yet  he  calls  upon  you  to 
prepare  his  way,  to  abandon  your  tranfgreffions,  to 
accept  of  the  gracious  ofiers  of  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength,  which  he  is  ever  ready  to  convey  to  thofe 
who  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  need  of  them,  1  be* 
feech  you,  then,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Hofea, 

*  Sow  to  yourfelves  in  righteoufnefs,  and  reap  in  mer- 

*  cy ;    break  up  your  fallow  ground :  it  is  time  to 

*  feek  the  Lord,  till  he  come  and  rain  righteoulhefs 

*  upon  you  f .' 

4  Every  valley  ftiall  be  exalted,  and  every 
mountain  and  lull  fhall  be  made  low:  and  the 
crooked  fhall  be  made  flraight,  and  the  rough 
places  plain  • 

Thefe  words  clearly  fhow  in  what  manner  the 
kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  was  to  be  introduced  among 

C  c  the 

♦  Sec  Luke  iii.  7,  ft /if.         f  Chap.  x.  13. 
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the  Jews  by  the  miniftry  of  John  the  Baptift,  and 
afterward  extended  throughout  the  whole  world. — 
The  idea  here  exprefled  is  taken  from  the  praiftice  of 
eaftem  monarchs,  who,  when  they  entered  on  an  ex- 
pedition thro'  defarts  or  unfrequented  countries,  fent 
before  them  pioneers,  to  open  the  paflages,  to  level 
the  ways,  and  to  remove  obftruilions.  Judea  was 
feparated  from  Babylon  by  an  immenfe  defart,  thro' 
,  which  a  way  was  to  be  opened  for  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  captivity  to  their  own  land.  To  comfort 
,  the  people  of  God,  Ifaiah  foretels  that  every  obftacle 
Ihould  be  removed,  and  the  w^ay  cleared  for  their 
journey.  Leaving  this  view  of  the  fubjecl,  let  us 
endeavour  to  inveftigate  the  fpiritual  import  of  the 
predidion,  which  is  the  principal  thing  here  intend- 
ed, and  of  which  the  miniftry  of  John  affords  an  ex- 
cellent comment. — Valleys  are  exalted,  in  the  figu- 
rative fenfe,  where  enormous  tranfgreflbrs,  who  have 
been  deeply  deprefled  with  a  humbling  fenfe  of  their 
fins  and  miferies,  are  raifed  from  defpondency  to 
hope,  having  their  lowly  minds  filled  with  peace,  and 
joy,  and  confolation.  Under  the  new  oeconomy, 
which  was  to  commence  about  the  time  of  John  the 
Baptift's  preaching  in  the  wildcmefs,God,  rich  in  mer- 
cy, was  pleafed  fo  plentifully  to  difpenfe  his  grace 
unto  men,  that  thofe  who  were  greatly  dejeded  and 
afilided  on  account  of  their  fins,  and  almoft  funk  m- 
to  defpair,  and  fo  fignificantly  compared  to  a  valley, 
were  to  be  exalted,  by  means  of  repentance  and  faith 
m  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of 
the  kingdom  of  God. — Moiintains  and  hills  are  made 
low,  in  the  allegorical  fenfe,  where  thofe  who  were 
proud  and  arrogant,  puffed  up  with  a  high  opinion 
of  themfelvcs,  their  privileges,  abihties,  and  perfor- 
mances, and  trufted  to  their  own  merits  and  a6lions,are 
reduced  to  a  lowly  fenfe  of  their  meannefs,  unworthi- 
nefs,and guilt ;  and  difpofed  thankfully  tofubrait  to  the 
righteoufnefs  and  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift.  In  this  manner 
the  greateft  impediments  are  taken  away,  which  hin- 
dered the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
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the  omnipotent  arm  of  Jehovah  is  revealed,  whereby 
he  hath  fcattered  the  proud  in  the  imaginations  of 
their  hearts,  and  brought  down  every  high  thing  that 
exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  Chrift. 

And  the  crooked  Jhall  be  madejiraight^  &c.  Thefe 
words,  which  are  nearly  of  the  famfe  import  with  thofe 
already  explained,  clearly  intimate,  hi  the  figurative 
fenfe,  that  the  perverfe  minds  of  men  were  to  be  rec- 
tified; that  their  vitiated  inclinations  were  to  be  bent 
into  compliance  with  the  holy  will  of  God ;  that 
the  errors  of  their  judgments  were  to  be  corredled,  . 
their  fpiritual  deformity  cured,  and  their  finifter  ac- 
tions and  defigns  were  to  be  properly  regulated.  In 
confequence  whereof,  their  wrong  fentiments  refpeft- 
ing  the  way  of  falvati6n  Ihould  be  abandoned  ;  fuch 
as  were  anciently  efpoufed  by  the  Pharifees,  the  Sa- 
ducees,  and  heathen  philofophers;  fo  that  they  fliould 
learn  to  think,  to  fpeak,  and  to  aft,  in  a  manner  a- 
greeable  to  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  way  of 
righteoufhefs  therein  revealed. — And  the  rough  places 
plain.  The  harfh  rugged  diipofitions  of  men,  and 
their  vicious  practices,  were  to.be  fubdued,  and  ex- 
changed for  fmooth,  eafy,  pleafant  tempers,  and 
amiable  conduft.  In  few  words,  all  the  difficultiea 
and  obftacles  which  impeded  the  advancement  of  the 
Meffiah's  kingdom,  were  to  be  removed ;  that  he 
might  have  eafy  accefs  to  the  throne  of  mens  hearts, 
where  he  was  to  reign  triumphant. — Such  arc  the  a- 
ftonifhing  efFefts  of  the  difpenfation  of  grace  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God.  Throughout  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  miniftry,  he  uniformly  aimed  to  exalt 
the  humble,  and  to  abafe  the  proud.  He  exprelily 
declared  this  to  be  the  rule  of  his  adminillration, 

*  that  whofoever  fliall  exalt  himfelf  fliall  be  abaled, 

*  and  he  that  Ihall  humble  himfelflliall  be  exalted*.' 
This  maxim  hath  been  remarkably  verified  in  the 
courfe  of  providence,  by  the  difpenfation  of  the  gof- 
pel, which  hath  been  fent  to  unpoUftied  nations,  in- 
volved in  all  maimer  of  perverfe  wickednefs,  whole 

difpofitions 
*  Mat.  xxlil.  12. 
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d^fpofitions  and  cuftoms  have  been  thereby  refti- 
fled  and  improved.  Philofophers  and  worldly-wife, 
men,  elated  with  their  own  excellencies,  have  been 
obliged  to  lay  afide  their  pride  and  ftubbom  preju- 
dices, that  the  way  of  the  Lord  might  be  made  plain 
before  his  face.  The  rich,  the  great,  and  the  pow- 
erful, men  of  diftinguifhed  eminence,  who  looked 
down  with  contempt  upon  other  people,  are  render- 
ed meek  and  lowly;  whilft  the  poor  and  the  humble 
are  elevated  to  the  greateft  dignity,  and  the  moil  im- 
portant privileges.  Would  to  God  that  this  day  this 
fcripture  were  tulfiUed  among  us! 

5  And  the  glory  of  the  LORD  fhall  be  re- 
vealed, and  all  flefh  fliall  fee  it  together :  for 
the  nlouth  of  the  LORD  hath  fpoken  it. 

Our  Prophet,  dropping  for  the  prefent  farther  al- 
lufion  to  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon,  and 
the  reftoration  of  their  city,  temple,  and  worifaip, 
proceeds  to  fpeak  of  a  far  more  fubhme  objeft,  the 
confpicuous  difplay  of  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  which 
was  to  foUow^the  miniftry  of  John  the  BaptifL — ^The 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  the  bright  combined  efifid- 
gence  of  his  confummsite  excellencies,  the  fplendor 
of  hi§  divine  perfedlions,*  which  are  highly  exalted  a- 
bovc  all  bleffing  and  praife.  He  is  therefore  calkd, 
the  God,  the  Lord  of  glory.  His  glorious  attributes 
he  hath  manitefted  in  the  works  that  he  hath  made, 
which  bear  impreffions  of  his  wifdom,  power,  and 
goodnels;  and  in  his  providential  difpenfations,  where- 
by he  fupphes  the  wants  of  his  creatures,  and  go- 
verns thein  according  to  his  pleafure.  Revelation 
hath  given  ftill  brighter  difplays  of  his  charader  and 
majefty,  by  the  moll  ftupendous  miracles,  perfonal 
appearances  ;  and  efpecially  by  the  promulgation  of 
the  law,  amid  the  difcharge  of  the  artillery  of  hea- 
ven, the  Ihaking  of  mount  Sinai,  the  blaze  of  fire 
and  fmoke.^  But  the  moft  illuftrious  manifeftation 
of  the  divme  glory  was  'given  when  the  Son  of 
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God  appeared  on  earth,  and  exhibited  the  glory  q( 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth.  In  the  other  difcoveries,  men  beheld  fome 
fcatteied  rays,  fome  feebler  emanations  of  excellence;^ 
bat  in  the  perfon,  office,  and  redemption  of  Mefliah^ 
the  cleared  manifeftaiion  is  given  of  the  glory  of  Je- 
hovah ;  there .  it  ihines  forth  as  light  from  the  fun« 
There  it  appears  accommodated  to  human  weaknefs^ 
and  may  be  contemplated  through  the  vail  of  his 
fleih,  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  until  we  are  chan* 
ged  into  the  feme  image  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  There  it  ihines  with  inexprelfi- 
hie  fweetnefs  ;  righteoufnefs  looks  down  from  hea» 
yen  with  a  pleafing  afped,  truth  is  eftablilhed  on  the 
earth,  bve  is  difplayed  in  higheft  perfedion^  juftice 
is  fuUy  fatisfied,  omnipotence  is  exerted,  mercy  tri- 
vmpte,  whiift  ail  unite  in  complete  harmony  to  effedr 
the  defigns  of  infinite  wifdom  and  grace. 

Andallfiejbjballjee  it  together,  &c.  Thefe  words 
^dmit  of  two  interpretations,  both  of  which  feem  con- 
fiftent  with  truth  and  the  defign  of  the  prophecy.— 
They  plamly  intimate,  that  people  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  of  every  nation  and  language,  of  every  charac- 
ter and  condition,  of  every  order  and  rank,  great  and 
finail,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old,  learned  and 
unlearned,  without  refped  of  perfons,  fliall  behold 
the  glory  of  God  manifeft  in  the  fleili.  Through  the 
vaii  of  human  nature,  thjey  fliall  fee  God,  for  he  that 
knoweth  xhe  Son,  knoweth  the  Father  alfo  ;  he  that 
hath  feen  the  Son,  hath  feen  him  that  fent  him. 
The  fed  hath  exadly  correfponded  with  this  decla- 
ration, for  after  the  revelation  of  the  Lord  of  giory, 
perfons  of  every  fort  had  accefs  to  fee  him,  and  to 
convcrlewith  him. — According  to  the  opinion  of  fome 
bterpreters,  the  words  may  be  read  thus,  *  All  flelh 
'  fliaU  fee  what  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.' 
In  this  view,  the  expreffien  imports,  that  people  of 
every  place,  and  of  every  age,  fliaJl  behold  the  ful- 
tUment  of  this  and  the  other  predidions  contained  in 
th^ieProphecies,which no  other  than  thefervantof  the 
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omnifcient  God  could  have  delivered.  This  high  pri- 
vilege they  (hall  enjoy,  becaufe  Jehovah  himfelf  hath 
given  the  moft  explicit  aflurance  of  the  certainty  of 
what  is  foretold,  and  his  faithful  word  cannot  poffibly 
fail  of  its  accomplifhment.  Though  the  folemn  de- 
clarations publifhed  by  the  Almighty  are  not  pro- 
perly the  objeds  of  fight,  yet  the  important  events 
to  which  they  refer  become  confpicuous  and  attrad 
attention.  By  obferving  the  exad  correfpondeiice 
between  the  predidion  and  the  event,  faith  in  the 
divine  teftimony  is  eftabhlhed,  and  ftands  not  in  the 
wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  To  pre- 
vent every  doubt  that  might  arife  refpeding  the  true 
and  faithful  fayings  above  recorded,  the  moft  exphcit 
aflurance  is  given,  that  they  were  certainly  to  be  ve- 
rified in  their  feafon.  According  to  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  the  revelation  of  his  glory  hath  already  taken 
effed,  and  been  contemplated  by  people  of  all 
nations ;  hereaftei:  the  prophecy  ihall  be  more  ex- 
tenfively  accomplifhed. — How  would  we  have  re- 
joiced to  have  feen  the  child  Jefus  lying  in  the  man- 
ger, or  difputing  with  the  dodors  in  the  temple  ;  to 
have  feen  him  working  miracles,  or  preaching  the 
gofpel ;  to  have  feen  him  on  the  mount  of  transfigu- 
ration, or  afcending  up  into  heaven  !  How  much 
more  blefled  (hall  we  be,  to  behold  his  face  in  righte- 
oufnefs ;  to  contemplate  his  love,  that  paifeth  know- 
ledge, and  to  triumph  in  his  falvation  ! 

6  And  the  voice  faid,  Cry  :  And  he  faid. 
What  (hall  I  cry  ?  All  flefh  is  grafs ;  and  all 
the  goodlinefs  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the 
field. 

In  reviewing  the  commencement  and  progrefs  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  through  the  feveral  fcenes  ex- 
hibited to  our  Prophet,  he  had  aheady  heard  two 
voices,  and  now  a  third  is  introduced,  commanding 
him  to  make  proclamation  of  what  is  here  given  him 
in  charge. — ^l*he  voice  that  required  Ifaiah  to  pub- 
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lifli  what  follows,  muft  have  proceeded  from  Jehovah, 
who  alone  hath  right  to  didate  to  his  fervants,  what 
they  ought  to  make  known  for  the  inftrudion  of  the 
church.  From  his  order  they  derive  their  authority. 
Being  commanded  to  exalt  his  voice  and  fpeak  aloud, 
he  puts  the  queftion,  What  ihall  I  cry  ?  to  which  he 
received  for  anfwer, '  AU  flefh  is  grafs/  isfc.  This  mo- 
mentous truth,  with  what  follows,  he  is  directed  to 
publifh  with  the  greateft  eameftnefs  and  warmth 
far  and  wide.  The  contrail  ftated  in  this  paflage,  is 
betwixt  the  flefli  and  the  word  of  our  God,  to  each 
of  which  very  different  qualities  are  afligned.  The 
term  flelh,  which  is  ufed  in  Scripture  to  fignify  all 
mankind,  emphatically  exprefles  the  frailty,  the  cor- 
ruption, and  vanity  of  human  nature  in  its  prefent 
{late.  The  name  given  to  the  corruptible  part  of  our 
conilitution  is  transferred  to  the  whole  man,  to  ren- 
der us  more  humble  and  more  fenfible  of  our  mortal 
perifhing  condition ;  and  to  remind  us  that  we  cannot 
long  continue  to  enjoy  the  provifions  made  for  our  fup- 
port.  Under  this  humiliating  deiignation,  is  compre- 
hended the  whole  human  race  who  are  deftitute  of 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  whatever  natural  and  acquired  ex- 
cellencies they  poflefe,  whatever  external  forms  of  re- 
ligion they  alliime. — The  carnal  Ifrael,  the  temporary 
Mofaic  oeconomy,  comprifing  circumcifion,  with  the 
rites  and  prerogatives  peculiar  to  the  ancient  people 
of  God,  which  in  Scripture  language,  are  denominated 
flefli.  In  this  fenfe,  the  word  is  frequently  ufed  in 
the  New  Teftament,  as  in  Rom.  iv.  i .  *  What  ftiall 

•  wc  fay  then,  that  Abraham  our  father,  as  pertain- 

•  ing  to  the  flelh  hath  found.'  Did  this  renowned 
progenitor  of  the  Jews,  this  father  of  the  faithful,  ob- 
tain righteoufnefs  and  falvation  by  means  of  circum- 
cifion, or  any  external  privileges  connected  with  that 
rite,  or  by  his  own  performances  ?  From  what  fol- 
lows, it  plainly  appears,  that  Abraham  was  not  jufti- 
fied  by  any  of  thefe  things.  With  great  propriety 
was  the  defignation  flefli  given  to  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies, th§  external  privileges  and  fervices  belong- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  Jewilh  people.  As  the  flelh  covers  and 
inclofes  the  fphit,  whereby  it  is  animated,  fo  under 
the  covert  of  carnal  ordinances,  inftituted  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  lay  concealed  from  common  view,  thofe 
good  things  whidh  are  now  more  fully  exhibited. 
The  facrifices  and  fervices  enjoined  by  that  diipenfa- 
tion,  chiefly  refpefted  the  flefh ;  they  were  fuited  to 
make  external  (hew,  and  adapted  to  yield  fatis&^tion 
to  carnal  men.  When  celebrated,  deftitute  of  fpirit 
and  Hfe,  they  found  not  acceptance  with  God  ;  they 
did  not  promote  the  falvation  of  men,  and  therefore, 
after  havlhg  ferved  for  a  while  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended,  like  flefh,  they  periihed;  like  the 
grafs  they  faded. 

jllljlejb  is  grafs^  and  all  ihe  goodiinefs  thereof  as 
the  flower  of  the  field.  Grafs  fprings  out  of  the  earth, 
for  a  while  it  is  nouriffhed  by  the  raoifture  it  receives, 
it  is  foon,  however,  parched  \sy  the  fcorching  rays  of 
the  fun,  nipped  by  the  froflis,  trampled  on  by  patifen- 
gers,  devoiured  by  the  cattle,  cut  down  by  the  mower, 
or  if  fuffered  to  efcapc  injury  from  without,  ere  long 
it  withers  and  decays.  How  juft  the  reprefentation 
it  affords  of  all  flefh.  Man  is  formed  of  the  duft  of 
the  earth  ;  he  is  fuftained  by  its  produftions  ;  he  is 
continually  expofed  to  various  accidents  and  diflem- 
pers,  which  even  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  caufe  beauty 
and  flrength  quickly  to  decay,  to  i^jtmes  and  death 
that  may  fuddenly  cut  -him  down.  And,  though 
for  a  time  he  avoid  thefe  cafuakies,  he  foon  becomes 
old,  withers,  -and  pafles  away.  The  human  body, 
even  whiHl  it  grows  larger  and  ftronger,  is  hading 
to  diflblution  ;  the  human  mind,  even  when  vigorous 
and  expanded  with  knowledge,  in  a  little  time  be- 
comes languid  and  feeble*  Man's  external  ccmdi- 
tion  is  always  precarious,  and  often  unexpededly  re- 
verfed ;  and  his  religious  attainments,  deftitute  of 
the  true  grace  of  God,  foon  difappear  like  a  flower 
in  the  field,  to  which  all  his  goodiinefs  is  here  com^ 
pared. — ^There  is  a  great  apparent  difference  in  the 
circumftances  of  mankind.     Some  are  eminently  dif- 
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tinguiihed  above  others  for  beauty  and  elegance,  for 
llrength  or  eloquence ;  fome  by  penetration,  wifdom, 
and  learning;  fome  by  riches  and  honours,  pow- 
er, magnificence,  and  other  fplendid  advantages. — 
All  this  goodlinefs  or  glory,  as  the  apoftle  Peter 
expreffes  it,  is  as  the  flower  of  the  grafs.  The  exte- 
rior appearance  may  be  more  comely  and  gay,  but 
ftill  it  is  fading,  and  often  fliorter  lived  than  the  grafs 
itfelf.  Though  the  flower  is  not  cut  down,  or  pluckt 
off;  though  it  receive  no  external  hurt,  yet  a  gentle 
breeze  of  wind,  even  the  air  confumes  its  beauty,  and 
deftroys  its  fragrance.  In  like  manner,  all  human 
excellence  and  glory  foon  periflies  ;  the  lovely  form, 
the  b^utiful  features,  the  ftrong  conilitution,  the 
extenfive  knowledge,  the  amiable  difpofitions,  and 
noble  indowments,  wliich  are  univerfally  admired, 
fhall  in  a  little  time  fade  and  decay,  even  as  the 
beauty  and  fplendor  of  the  former  oeconomy  hath  long 
fince  difappeared. — *•  Behold  thou  halt  made  my  day  i 

*  as  an  handbreadth  ;  and  mine  age  is  as  nothing  be- 
'  fore  thee  :  verily  every  man  at  liis  bed  Hate  is  alto- 

*  gether  vanity  *.' 

7  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flov^er  fadeth : 
becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD  bloweth  upon 
it :  furely  the  people  is  grafs. 

8  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth  : 
but  the  word  of  our  God  (hajl  (land  for  ever. 

The  fubje£t  introduced  in  the  former  verfe,  is  here 
farther  illuftrated  and  confirmed*  The  tranfitory 
nature  of  all  that  is  here  fignified  by  the  withering 
grafs  and  the  fading  flower  is  repeatedly  affirmed. 
Thi^  mode  of  expreflion  is  fometimes  adopted,  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  to  ftiew  the  fervour  and  intenfe  de- 
fire  of  the  Sacred  Writer — to  convey  a  juft  fenfe  of 
the  high  importance  of  the  fubjed:  of  which  he  treats 
—to  give  full  evidence  of  the  certainty  of  what  he 
D  d  declares, 

*  Pfal.  xxNix.  5. 
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declares,  that  it  is  a  truth  of  general  concern,  which 
he  is  neither  afraid  nor  allianied  to  inculcate ; — and 
to  awaken  attention,  to  the  much  negle<Sed  momen- 
tous docVine,  that  it  may  produce  a  more  deep  and 
laiting  impreflion  upon  the  mind.  A  remarkable  in- 
llance  occurs  in  Ezek.  vii.  5,  6,     *  Thus  faith  the 

*  Lord  God,  An  evil,  an  only  evil,  behold,  is  come  ; 

*  an  end  is  come,  the  end  is  come  :  it  watcheth  for 

*  thee,  behold,  it  is  come.'  In  the  23d  chapter  of 
Matthew,  Jefus  Chrift  repeats  the  fame  words  eight 
times,  that  they  might  have  the  greater  elFedl  on 
rbofe  to  wliom  they  were  addrefied ;  and  in  the  paf- 
fage  un!er  conlideration,  our  Prophet  again  and  again 
aflirms  the  uncertainty  of  worldly  enjoyments,  and 
the  llioit  continuance  of  the  Mofaic  dil'penfation. — 
The  rcalbn  of  this  mil  ability  is  afligned  in  thefe  words, 

Bcxaufe  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  blowctb  upon  it.  The 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah,  and  the  effefts 
thereby  produced,  are  compared  to  the  wind  tliat 
bloweth  where  it  hfteth,  by  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  dif- 
courfe  with  Nicodemus.  So  ftrong  is  the  force  of 
the  wind,  that  it  carries  all  before  it ;  it  beats  down 
t  he  luxuriant  grafs,  and  it  caufes  to  wither  the  flow- 
ers, and  they  decay.  In  like  manner,  the  povv'crful 
miluence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  divcfts  men  of  that  tran- 
fitory  goodhnefs  and  glory  whereof  they  were  foohilily. 
conceited  and  vain.  How  fuddenly  hath  the  gi*eatell 
worldly  profperity  been  blaftcd,  by  his  fecret  opera- 
lion  who  worketh  all  in  all.  WHien  thou  corredleft 
man  for  iniquity,  thou  makcft  his  beauty  to  confume 
like  a  moth.  The  moll  vigorous  conftitution,  the 
moft  admired  comelinefs,  hatli  been  quickly  Ipoiled. 
Even  the  higher  advantages  of  wildom,  learning,  and 
virtue,  have  mftantaneouily  difappeared;  when  thou 
takeft  av/ay  mens  l>ieath,  they  che  and  return  to  their 
duft.  The  moil  learned  head  is  deprived  ol  its  know- 
ledge ;  the  moft  eloquent  tongue  is  filenced ;  the 
nobkft  projects  are  baiiled ;  the  work  of  the  moft  in- 
r^enious  aitihcer  falls  to  the  ground.  \\y  his  mighty 
iailueiice,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  divclis  all  that  is 
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called  flefti,  of  whatever  is  efteemed  its  goodlinefs  and 
deiirable  qualities.  He  ftains  the  pride  of  all  human 
excellence,  that  no  flefh  fhould  glory  in  his  prefence^. 
He  hath  abolilhed  the  Mofaic  oeconomy,  which  is 
decayed  and  v/axen  old,  to  make  way  for  the  king- 
dom of  Mefliah,  that  fhall  endure  for  ever.  And 
when  he  is  pleafed  to  accompany  the  gofpcl  with  his 
divine  agency,  he  diflipates  the  vain  hopes  and  inia- 
ginary  fplendid  attainments,  that  men  had  acquired 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  whereby  no  flclli  can  be 
juftified  in  the  fight  of  God. — ^l^hus,  '  there  is  verily 

*  a  difannuUing  of  the  commandment,  going  before, 

*  for  the  weaknefs  and  unprofitablenefs  thereof.*  For 
the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but  the  bringing  in 
of  abetter  hope,  by  the  which  we  draw  nigh  unto 
God  f .  JufUy  then  might  the  Prophet  aflirm,  that 
the  people  is  gmfs. — May  the  God  of  the  fpirits  (>f 
all  flefh,  deeply  imprefs  this  important  truth  on  each 
of  our  hearts,  which  v/e  are  daily  taught  by  the  re- 
volutions of  time,  the  changes  in  nature,  the  vici'Vi- 
tudes  of  day  and  niglit,  and  the  flowers  of  the  field, 
as  well  as  by  our  own  feelings  and  obfervation  of 
what  pafles  in  the  world. 

But  the  word  of  our  GodJlmU  fiand  fcr^ever.  The 
glorious  gofpel  of  his  gi-ace,  the  perfect  law  of  liber- 
ty, the  word  of  truth,  the  New  Tellament  confirmed 
by  the  death  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  is  doubtlefs  intended  by 
this  expreflion.  This  is  the  word  of  our  God,  whole 
v;e  are,  and  whom  we  ferve,  and  on  this  account  it 
ftands  diitinguifiied  from  the  difcourfcs,  oracles,  and 
laws  delivered  by  orators  and  philofqphers  to  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  ordinances  asid  llatutes  delivered 
by  Mofes  to  the  Ifraelites.  This  is  the  word  which 
the  apoille  Peter  afiirms  is  by  the  golpcl  preached 
unto  you,  and  that  is  here  declared  to  (land  for  ever. 
It  is  fettled  in  heaven  not  liibjecl  to  change  or  de- 
cay ;  it  is  not  to  be  eftimated  by  the  fluduating  un- 
certainty of  earthly  thing?;,  for  in  the  words  of  the 
apoftle,  it  endureth  for  ever.     It  bears  tlie  image  of 

the 
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the  eternal  God  from  whom  it  proceeds,  who  hath 
thereby  eftablifhed  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved. 
All  attempts  to  counterad  or  deftroy  it  are  vain  and 
abfurd  ;    for  thus  faith  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs, 

*  Heaven  and  earth  Ihall  pafs  away,  but  my  words 

*  Ihall  not  pafs  away  *.'  The  truths  wliich  they  con- 
tain are  of  perpetual  duration,  the  laws  therem  pub- 
liflied  fhall  never  be  abrogated,  nor  ihall  the  promifes 
fail  of  receiving  their  full  accomplilhment.  The  effeds 
which  the  word  of  God  produces  in  the  minds  of 
men,  when  attended  with  the  demohftratioH  of  the 
Spirit,  and  with  power,  in  regeneration  and  the  new 
life  thereby  conveyed,  are  everlafting  and  Ihall  never 
perilh.  When  received  by  faith,  it  becomes  an  abi- 
ding principle  of  an  immortal  life;  being  itfelf  incor- 
ruptible, it  is  the  mean  of  conveying- a  life  that  is  not 
fubjcct  to  decay,  and  of  communicating  everlafting 
conf  )lation  and  good  hope  through  grace. — Let  us 
recollect  the  liability  and  perpetuity  of  the  word  of 
God,  amid  all  the  various  changes  that  we  feel  and 
fee  around  us,  efpecially  when  difappointed  in  the 
objeds  of  our  expe;dation,  and  when  providential 
dil'penfations  feem  to  run  counter  to  the  divine  teiti- 
mony.  L^t  fs  diligently  attend  to  the  direcSion  of 
the  apoftle  James,  which  he  thus  exprelles,  •  Where- 

*  fore,  lay  afide  all  filthmefs  and  fuperfluity  of  naugh- 

*  tinefs,  and  receive  with  meeknefs  the  engrafted 
'  word,  which  is  able  to  fave  your  fouls  ;    and  be  ye 

*  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only  f,' 

9^0  Zion,  that  bringeft  good  tidings,  get 
thee  up  into  the  high  mountain;  O  Jerufalem, 
that  bringeft  good  tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice 
wixh  ftrength  ;  lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid  ;  fay 
unto  the  cities  of  Judah,  Behold  your  God! 

Our  Prophet  next  addrefles  the  citizens  of  Zion 
and  Jerufalem,  and  more  efpecially  the  evangelifts 
who  were  to  go  forth  from  thence  to  publilh  through- 
out 
*  Ma:,  sxiv.  2>S'    '    f  J^tces  I.  21,  22, 
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out  the  cities  of  Judah,  the  good  tidings  which  were 
to  be  afterwards  made  known  to  all  nations  for  the 
obedience  of  faith.  To  the  preachers  of  the  falvation 
of  the  Lord,  ihe  command  is  given  to  go  to  the  moft 
frequented  confpicuous  places,  and  in  the  mod  pub- 
lic and  open  manner,  to  promulgate  the  facred  know- 
ledge they  were  employed  to  communicate.      Go 
throughout  the  whole  land,  enter  into  the  cities  and 
the  fynagogues,  and,  wherever  you  find  opportuni- 
ties, preach  the  gofpel,  and  caufe  the  joyful  found 
to  be  every  where  heard.     As  becometh  men  pof- 
feiling  undaimted  fortitude,  ardent  zeal,  and  fully 
perfuaded  of  the  truth  and  importance  of  what  they 
fay,  lift  up  your  voices,  and  cry  from  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous eminences,  in  the  chief  places  of  con- 
courfe.     Exert  yourfelves  to  the  utmolt  in  this  ardu- 
ous work,  and  Ihew  by  your 'firm  and  vigorous  con- 
duel,  that,  far  from  being  under  the  influence  of  ti- 
midity, you  aft  with  boldnefs  and  refolution. — This 
.  order  plainly  fuppofes,  that  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift 
was  to  have  its  primary  refidence  in  Zion,  from 
whence  minifters  of  the  gofpel  were  to  go  forth  into 
all  lands,  that  tliey  might  proclaim  the  falvation  of 
the  Lord.    And  it  is  well  known  to  have  been  obey- 
ed with  the  utmoft  alacrity  by  the  firft  difciples  of 
the  Son  of  God,  who  went  forth  every  where  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom.    The  Lord  God,  who 
of  old  promulgated  his  law  from  mount  Sinai,  pub- 
lilhed  from  mount  Zion  thofe  fubhme  doftrines  and 
precepts,  which  are  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the 
lalvation  of  mankind.     From  thence,  with  perfpi- 
cuity  authority,  and  an  elevated  voice,  he  taught 
in  perfon  the  way  of  God  in  truth,  and  afterward 
by  his  fer\'ants,  dilfeminated  among  the  people  the 
nioft  momentous  inftruftions. 

Behold  your  God.  Thefe  words  contain  the  com- 
prehenfive  fum  of  the  good  tidings  wherewith  the 
nimiitcrs  of  Jefus  Chrift  were  to  be  entrufted,  that 
they  might  make  them  known  to  the  cities  of  Judah. 
JJehold  your  God,  who  nov;  apper.rs  among  you  ma- 
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nifeft  in  the  flefh,  full  of  grace  and  truth,  according 
to  the  promifes  and  predictions  made  unto  the  fa- 
thers. Behold  your  Redeemer,  your  Inftruftor,  your 
Sovereign,  your  Shepherd;  who  is  the  faiVation,  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  life  of  his  people ;  who  hath  been  fpo- 
Icen  of  by  the  mouth  of  all  the  holy  prophets  which 
have  been  fince  the  world  began.  Contc/mplate  him 
through  the  vail  of  humanity,  difplaying  tbe  glory 
of  divinity,  exhibiting  the  riches  of  his  grace,  exe- 
cuting the  will  of  Jehovah,  and  accomplifliing  your 
falvation.  See  him  inculcating  the  dodrines  of  grace, 
of  tiiith,  and  wifdom,  demonltrating  himfelf  the  Sa- 
viour of  his  church  ;  and  who  being  made  perfed: 
through  fufferings,  afcended  the  throne  of  his  ma- 
jelly.  From  his  high  exaltation,  he  fliall  fend  down 
the  precious'  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit  upon  the 
aflemblies  of  his  people,  and  demonftrate  his  gra- 
cious fpiritual  prefence  among  them,  by  illuminating, 
lanctifying,  and  comforting  their  minds. — Accord- 
ingly, we  read  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Ads  of  the  Apof- 
tles,  that  the  evangelifts  went  throughout  all  the  re- 
gions of  Judea  and  Samaria,  preaching  the  word ; 
and  that  there  v/ere  difciples  in  many  other  places  *, 
who  were  invjted  to  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 
In  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  the  fame  meflage  is 
brought  to  you,  brethren.  Though  the  God  of  your 
iklvation  is  now  invifible  to  mortal  eyes ;  we  call  up- 
on you,  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  to  contemplate  with 
admiration  and  joy,  the  difplays  he  hath  given  of  his 
power  and  prefence,  for  whom  you  have  waited,  in 
wltpm  you  trull,  and  by  whom  you  hope  to  be  ex- 
alted to  eternal  gloiy.     *  Think  on  the  marvellous 

*  works  that  he  hath  done,  his  wonders,  and  the  judg- 

*  mcnts  of  his  mouth.     He  is  the  Lord  our  God  f .' 

10  Behold,  the  LORD  God  will  come  with 
llrong  band,  and  his  arm  Ihall  rule  for  him: 
behold,  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work 
before  him. 

•    The 

•  Chap.  vlii.  I.  xi.  19.         f  Pfal.  cv.  57. 
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The  meflengers  to  be  employed  in  carrying  good 
tidings;  are  farther  inftrudled  to  call  mens  atten- 
tion to  the  glorious  advent  of  Jehovah.  I  fuppofe 
that  the  defign  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  rather 
than  the  manner  of  his  appearance,  is  the  fubjecl  of 
this  predidlion  ;  and  therefore  I  prefer  the  marginal 
tranflation,  which  runs  thus,  The  Lord  Gxfd  will  come 
again/i  the  firong.  Indeed  the  prediction  feems  to 
require  this  intei-pretatioij ;  for  w  hen  Ifaiah  foretels 
that  the  Lord  God  will  come  to  rule  and  to  conquer, 
it  is  natural  to  imagine  that  he  would  mention  the  ob- 
jed  which  he  was  to  overthrow.  It  is  not  diflicult  to 
perceive  that  the  god  of  this  world  is  intended,  who 
isfignificantly  called  by  Jefus  Chrift  the  Jirong  man  *. 
The  jultice  of  this  defignation  cannot  be  queltioned, 
if  we  confider  that  originally  he  was  a  celellial  intel- 
ligence, who  excelled  in  ftrength  ;  if  we  attend  to 
the  names  given  him  in  fcripture,  the  extent  of  his 
dominion,  and  his  powerful  operations  upon  man- 
kind. He  is  therefore  emphatically  denominated, 
the  prince  of  this  world.  He  muft  undoubtedly  be 
ftrong  whom  no  created  angel  could  overcome,  and 
whom  the  Lord  God  came  to  ilibdue  and  vanquiili. 
To  this  great  event  the  following  words  of  the  apof- 
tie  John  plainly  allude ;  '  For  this  purpofe  the  Son 
'of  God  was  manifefted,  that  he  might  del  troy  the 
•  works  of  the  devil  f .'  That  the  Son  of  God  Ihould 
come  into  the  world,  to  overthrow  the  evil  one  and 
his  empire  of  darknefs,  is  the  fum  of  the  predictions 
delivered  by  the  prophets,  and  of  the  promifes  made 
to  the  fathers.  How  glorious  did  he  appear  when  he 
came  againll  this  ftrong  one,  tra\'elling  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  ftrength,  by  his  outltretched  omnipo- 
tent arm  furmounting-  all  oppolition,  taking  the  prey 
from  the  mighty,  triumphing  over  his  greateft  ene- 
my, leading  captivity  captive.  By  this  conqueft  the 
^vay  is  opened,  whereby  the  God  of  peace  Ihall  ere 
long  bruife  Satan  underneath  his  peoples  feet. 

And  his  arm /hall  rule  for  him  j    or  his  arm  fliall 

pre\  ail 
*  Mat.  xii,  29.         f  I  Joha  iii.  8. 
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prevail  againft  the  ftrong  whom  he  came  to  deftroy, 
or  his  arm  ihall  procure  for  him  the  government  or 
dominion.  Adopting  anyofthefe  tranflations,  the 
fentiment  is  juft  and  beautiful ;  and^  when  applied 
to  the  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings,  exalted  to  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  is  eafily  under- 
ftood.  When  he  comes  by  his  providence,  his  word, 
and  Spirit,  to  deftroy  the  empire  of  Satan,  and  to  e- 
ftabhfh  his  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  and  peace,'and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  his  adverfary  falls  like  light- 
ning from  heaven.  Attend  to  the  triumphant  lan- 
guage of  the  Son  of  God  in  this  glorious  profped, 
which  affords  a  beautiful  illuft ration  of  this  fubjed. 

*  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world;  now  Ihall  the 

*  prince  of  this  world  be  caft  out  *.*  By  the  apof- 
tacy  of  man  from  God,  Satan  ufurped  dominion  over 
the  human  race,  who  became  fubjed  to  his  tyrannical 
fway,  and  confufion  overfpread  the  earth.  To  abo- 
lilh  thefe  evils,  to  reform  thefe  abufes,  to  reftorc  e- 
quity  and  order  to  mankind,  to  condemn  thofe  who 
raifed  the  difturbance,  and  to  abfolve  thofe  who  were 
injured,  the  King  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  the 
Saviour  and  Reprefentative  of  the  church,  through 
death,  defbx)yed  death,  and  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death.  Tliis  immenfe  enterprize,  whereby  the 
prince  of  this  world  was  deprived  of  his  empire,  and 
the  arm  of  Jehovah  got  the  vidory,  was  not  com- 
pleated  at  once,  but  is  gradually  carried  forward  to 
its  confummation.  It  was  meritorioully  accomphfhed 
by  the  death  and  exaltation  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  it  is  ac- 
tually executed  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  effufion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whereby  Satan's  power 
over  men  is  abohfhed,  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
earth  eftabliflied;  wherein  are  heard  a  loud  voice, 
faying,  *  Now  is  come  falvation  and  ftrength,  the 
*  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  x)f  his  Chrift  f  .* 

Behold  his  reward  is  with  him^  &c.  The  Lord 
God,  at  his  coming  to  relcue  his  kingdom  from  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  was  abundantly  to  recompenfe 

his 
*  John  xli.  31.         f  Rev.  xii.  9. 
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his  faithful  fervants,  who,  expedling  his  falvation, 
had  fuftained  many  difficulties  and  trials,  and  borne 
the  burden  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  The  truth  is, 
he  comes  for  the  purpofe  of  conferring  upon  thcia 
the  rich  rewards  of  his  grace,  the  precious  bleffings 
contained  in  his  promifes,  the  eamells  of  eternal  iai- 
vation.  Of  old,  God  had  promifed  to  his  church  a  - 
mong  other  things,  that  the  kingdom  of  darknefs 
ihould  be  deftroyed,  that  the  knowledge  of  his  glory 
Ihould  cover  the  whole  caith,  and  that  his  name 
ihould  be  fanftified  among  all  nations.  And  now 
that  God  was  about  to  ihew  his  falvation  unto  all 
people,  according  to  his  faitiiful  word,  his  fervants 
were  to  receive  the  full  recompenfe  of  their  faith 
and  hope.  On  this  account,  they  are  introduced  ce- 
lebrat'mg  his  praifes,  *  faying,  We  give  thee  thanks, 

*  0  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  art  and  waft,  and 

*  art  to  come ;  becaufe  thou  haft  taken  to  thee 

*  thy  great  power,  and  haft  reigned  *.' — A'nd  his 
work  before  him.^  He  had  a  full  view  of  the  ardu- 
ous enterprize  which  he  was  about  to  perform ;  he 
furveyed  at  once  its  commencement,  progrefs,  and 
confiuimiation,  the  obttacles  that  lay  in  his  way, 
and  the  glorious  fuccefs  with  which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
companied.  For  the  glory,  the  honour,  and  the  joy 
which  God  our  Saviour  had  in  profpeft,  he  endured 
the  crofs,  and  defpifed  the  fhame  ;  he  triumphed  o- 
Ver  all  his  enemies,  and  vanquilhed  every  oppofition. 
Well,  then,  doth  it  become  us  to  adopt  the  vvoms  of 
Zacharias,  when  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  faying, 

*  Blefled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ;  for  he  hath  vi- 
•lited  and  redeemed  his  people — To  perform  the 

*  mercy  promifed  to  our  fathers,  and  to  remember 

*  his  holy  covenant  f ,'  £5*r. 

1 1  He  fhall  feed  his  flock  like  a  (hepherd  : 
he  fliall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
csixrftbem  in  his  bofom,  and  fhall  gently  lead 
thofe  that  are  with  young. 

E  e  Having 

•  Rev.  xi.  17.        f  Luke  i.  7,  8,  et/g^. 
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Having  reprefented  the  righteoufnefs  and  power 
of  Jehovah  difplayed  toward  his  enemies,  in  the  re- 
demption of  his  church,  the  Prophet  proceeds  to 
give  a  beautiful  defcription  of  his  wonderful  clemen- 
cy, tender  affedion,  and  pecuHar  care  of  his  people ; 
efpecially  under  the  new  and  better  difpenfation  of 
his  grace.  Ifaiah,  whom  no  writer  has  furpalledin  fub- 
limity,  when  he  amplifies  his  difcourfe ;  or  in  propri- 
ety, when  his  aim  is  to  illuftrate,  fpeaks  of  them  un- 
der the  familiar  pleafing  image  of  a  flock.  His  fen- 
timents  and  imagery,  taken  from  this  well  known  ob- 
ject, are  admirably  adapted  to  give  an  agreeable,  ex- 
preflive,  and  elegant  view  of  the  diverfified  fcene 
which  he  delineates.  Under  the  figurative  defigna- 
t  on  of  a  flock,  are  comprifed  all  the  chofen,  called, 
and  faitliful,  of  every  condition,  and  in  every  age, 
who  know  our  Lord's  voice  and  follow  him,  who  re- 
fign  tbemfclves  to  his  condudt,  protedion,  and  go- 
vernment.— Thofe  whom  he  hath  feledled  from  his 
unbounded  dominions,  to  be  a  peculiar  people  for 
himfelf,  and  feparated  from  the  world  that  lieth  in 
wickednefs,  by  his  redeeming  grace  and  fandtifying 
Spirit.  How  aftonilhing  his  favour  and  condefcen- 
fionl  how^  extraordinary  the  teltimony  of  his  love! 
They  are  weak  and  defencelels,  expoled  to  the  cun- 
ning artifices  and  powerful  aflaults  of  many  infidious 
enemies.  They  are  fubjed  to  many  di (tempers,  and 
expofed  to  many  dangers  ;  timid,  and  apt  to  go  a- 
flray.  In  fuch  circumftances,  the  Lord  God,  to  whom 
of  right  they  pertain,  vouchfafes  ,to  feed  them  like  a 
fliepherd.  The  authority  of  a  prince  arrayed  in  royal 
apparel,  the  majefty  of  God  clothed  with  glory  and 
honour,  is  fweetly  attempered  by  the  gentlenefs  of 
a  Ihepherd,  in  the  habit  of  condefcenfion  and  love, 
What  returns  of  gratitude,  of  obedience,  and  eveiy 
virtue,  doth  fuch  an  obligation  demand  I 

The  Lord  God  is  fometimes  fpoken  bf  in  thefcrip- 
tures  both  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Teftament,  under 
this  amiable  chaiacler,  which  isfuited  to  impart  both 
inltruclion  and  conkJation.     He  is  the  one  Shepherd 

mentioned 
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mentioned  by  Ezekiel^  to  whom  alone  belongs  the 
flock,  and  the  paftures  wherein  they  are  fed. — The 
good  Shepherd,  who  faithfully  performs  every  part 
of  his  office,  and  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  fheep, 
—The  great  Shepherd,  who  poflelTes  infinite  dignity, 
and  immenfe  ability,  for  difcharging  his  whole  work. 
—The  c/jief  Shepherd,  from  whom  all  who  fultain 
the  character  derive  their  authority  and  qualifica- 
tions, and  to  whom  they  fhall  give  account  of  them . 
felves  and  the  flock  he  hath  entrufted  to  their  care. 
—In  performing  the  paftoral  office,  he  conducts  his 
flock  by  his  providence,  word,  and  Spirit,  to  thofe 
green  paftures  which  are  bell  fuited  to  their  various 
circumltances,  where  they  have  all  things  neceilarv 
to  life  and  godUnefs.  He  defends  them  from  thofe 
powerful  enemies  that  would  molell  and  deilroy 
them.  He  amply  provides  for  .  their  nourilhrnent 
and  comfort,  giving  them  not  only  the  meat  that 
perilheth,  to  fupport  their  frail  bodies,  but  that  which 
endureth  to  everkfting  life,  to  latisfy  their  fpiritual 
defires.  I  fliall  not,  however,  attempt  to  trace  out 
the  refemblance  in  all  its  extent ;  but  fome  parts  of 
it  are  fo  ftriking,  that  to  overlook  them  would  be- 
tray grofs  infenfibility,  or  perverfe  contempt  of  the 
divine  condefcenfion.  Nor  ihall  I  by  fanciful  allu- 
fions  llrain  this  beautiful  palfage,  to  cxprefs  what  the 
facred  writer  did  not  mean  to  intimate.  I  confefs, 
with  an  eminent  author,  that  I  have  never  met  with 
any  image  fo  pleafing  and  delightful,  as  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Lord  God  in  the  character  of  a  fhepherd. 
Like  a  faithful  Ihepherd,  he  tends  his  flock  with 
the  utmoft  care  and  vigilance.  Amidft  the  infinite 
variety  of  circumftances  in  which  they  are  placed, 
with  the  moll  fohcitous  attention  he  accommodates 
himfelf  to  their  feveral  neceifities,  fo  that  not  lb  much 
as  one  of  them  fliall  be  loft,  or  lack  any  good  thuig. 
He  feafonably  fupplies  every  want,  he  refolves  every 
doubt,  he  dircdls  in  every  difficulty  ;  he  hath  pro- 
fflifes  adapted  to  every  condition,  armour  to  furnilh 
^hem  againft  everv  foe,  reftoratives  for  every  weak- 

nefs^ 
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nefs,  medicine  for  every  diftemper,  and  food  fuited 
to  every  tafte,  which  he  liberally  difpenfes  on  every 
proper  occalion.  To  the  fimple  he  imparts  wifdom, 
to  the  poor  riches,  and  the  lowly  he  exadts  to  honour. 
Lvery  where,  and  in  all  things,  he  teaches  them  how 
to  abound,  fnewmg  them  the  way  wherein  they  ought 
to  walk,  and  the  work  they  ought  to  do.  In  every 
ftate  his  unremitting  care  of  them  and  all  their  inte- 
rcits,  is  wonderfully  difplayed,  and  in  the  greateft 
fti-aits  he  manifefts  thfe  greateft  attention.  Many  in- 
fliiixes  oi'this  comfortable  truth  might  be  adduced. 
When  the  patriarch  Jacob  was  terrified  at  the  ap- 
prcach  of  his  brother  Efau  with  four  hundred  armed 
men,  he  was  blefied  and  encouraged  by  the  Lord, 
who  appeared  to  him.  Whilil  the  apoftle  Peter  was 
detamed  in  prifon,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  the  Lord 
lent  and  delivered  hjm  from  the  hand  of  Herod,  and 
the  expeftation  of  the  Jews. — My  brethren,  how  ma- 
ny  feafonable  deliverances  did  he  work  for  you,  even 
bcibre  you  were  acquainted  with  him?  Often  did  he 
refcue  you  from  the  jaws  of  deftrudion,  before  you 
thought  of  craving  his  protedion ;  and  ever  ifcice 
you  obeyed  his  voice,  his  eye  is  continually  upon  you, 
his  ear  is  open  to  your  cry,  and  his  everlafting  arms 
are  ftretched  out  to  fupport  and  embrace  you. — ^Thi^ 
leads  me  to  obfewe,  that 

Like  a  good  ftiepherd  the  Lord  God  feeds  bis  flock, 
with  the  moft  tender  regard  and  compaffion.  He 
is  gracious  and  full  of  pity  ;  and,  that  he  might  per- 
form this  kind  office,  he  aflumed  not  only  the  like- 
Xicfs,  but  the  infirmities  of  our  nature ;  he  became 
poor,  that  through  his  poverty  we  might  be  made 
rich ;  he  poured  oUt  his  foul  unto  death,  to  obtain 
our  redemption.  And  as  it  was  expedient  he  Ihould 
leave  this  earth,  that  by  his  perfonal  pretence  in  hea- 
ven he  might  fecure  the  final  falvation  of  his  people, 
and  prepare  manfions  of  glory  for  their  reception,  he 
hath  allured  us  of  the  pei^petual  rcfidence  of  the  Ho- 
1>  Spirit,  to  lead  us  unto  all  truth,  to  feed  us  with 
his  rod,  aud  to  comtort  our  hearts.     When  we  were 
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finnets  ready  to  perifti,  rebels  up  in  arms  againft  him, 
his  bowels  yearned  towaixi  us,  his  compaiDon  vras  ex-i 
tehded  to  us,  his  love  that  pafleth  knowledge,  was 
WDnderftiUy  exprefled  ;  and,  by  a  kind  of  raerciiul 
violence,  he  fnatched  us  as  brands  *out  of  the  bum-p 
ing.  And  after  we  might  have  fufpeded,  that  wo 
had  flopped  the  current  of  his  mercy  and  grace  by 
our  fin  and  folly,  his  heart  was  turned,  and  his  rc« 
pentings  were  kindled,  and  thus  he  expoftulatcd 
with  himfelf,  *  How  fliall  I  give  thee  up  ?  how  ftiall 
•  I  deliver  thee  ?  how  fhall  1  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 
'  how  (hall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  *  ?'  In  every  fitua^ 
tion  wherein  we  are  placed,  he  treats  us  in  the  kind« 
eftandgentleft  manner;  when  weary  and  faint  in 
our  minds,  he  ftrengthens  with  llrength  in  our  fouk; 
when  we  fall,  he  raifes  us  up  ;  when  there  is  little 
or  no  expectation  of  deliverance,  he  opens  the  door 
of  hope,  and  fends  falvation.  When  in  apparent  im- 
minent danger  we  exclaim.  Matter,  carelt  thou  not 
that  we  periiii?  to  reftore  peace  and  icrenity,  he  not 
only  difmiiles  the  grounds  of  the  alarm,  but  he  allays 
the  ftomi  of  fear  and  unbelief,  whereby  we  were  dif- 
turbed.  In  this  manner  doth  the  Lord  manifeft  him- 
felf the  watchful  guardian  ot  Jirael,  the  compaihonate 
fliepherd  of  his  flock,  their  keeper,  who  neither  {lum- 
bers nor  fleeps* — Two  circuniitances  are  fpecilied  by 
our  Prophet,  which  beautimlly  illullrate  and  confirm 
the  tender  meicy  and  vigilance  of  our  Lord  as  a 
fliepherd. 

He  Jhall  gather  the  lambs  v)ith  his  arms.  By  the 
lambs  may  oe  intended,  iu  the  ligurative  fenfe  of  the 
expielfion,  thole  v/ho  are  eU'ewhere  denominated  lit* 
tie  children  ;  the  youn^j  and  the^weak,  who  are  re- 
markable  for  fimplicity  ot  manners — The  timid  and 
the  fearful,  who  are  eafily  alumied  at  the  approach 
of  enemies,  or  the  proiped  of  danger;  vho  flait  and 
^i^  temSed  when  apprehenuve  of  receiving  any  in- 
j-ry — The  tender  and  the  delicate,  who  have  need 
of  nulk,  and  not  of  Itrong  meat ;  who,  having  made 

but 
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but  finall  progrefs  in  the  fpiritual  life,  are  not  efta- 
blilhed  in  knowledge,  faith,  wd  holinefs.  People  of 
this  defcription,  who  commit  themfelves  to  the  con- 
dud  of  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  he  will  gra- 
cioufly  cherifh,  and  treat  with  pecuhar  kindnefs,  in 
the  exercife  of  his  paftoral  office.  By  his  providence 
and  grace,  he  will  fuftain  and  defend  them  from  the 
evils  to  which  they  may  be  expofed.  When  wan- 
dering on  the  mountains  of  Vanity,  ready  to  fall  a 
prey  to  their  enemies,  he  will  bring  them  home  to 
himfelf,  and  embrace  them  with  endearing  aiTedUon, 
as  the  objefts  of  his  care  and  compaffion,  in  whofe 
fafety  and  comfort  he  rejoices.  And  when,  through 
folly,  temptation,  or  perfecution^  they  may  be  fcat- 
tered  from  the  flock,  unable  to  regain  their  former 
advantages,  he  will  gather  them  from  their  difper- 
fions,  he  will  carry  them  in  his^  bofom,  and  aftbrd 
them  all  neceflary  fuccour  and  confolation. 

And  Jhall  gently  lead  thole  that  are  with  young  ;  or, 
as  the  Hebrew  words  ligmfy,  thofe  who  give  fuck. 
This  allegorical  defcription  may  have  particular  re- 
ference to  thofe  who  are  labouring  under  infirmities, 
incumbrances,  cares,  and  folicitudes — Who  are  op- 
prefled  with  an  affliding  fenfe  of  the  guilt  and  power 
of  fin,  with  anxious  fears,  with  difficult  fervices,  with 
the  decay  of  promifing  appearances,  and  unealinefs 
pf  various  kinds.  It  may  denote  thofe  who  are -mo- 
thers m  Ifrael,  whQ,  having  been  for  long  time  in  the 
fold  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  the  divine  life,  travail  as  in  birth,  until  Chrilt  be 
formed  in  the  hearts  of  others — And  thofe  who  have 
been  employed  in  adminiftering  to  babes  in  Chrill 
the  rational  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  grow 
thereby. — Such  the  good  Shepherd  will  gently  lead 
pn  as  diey  are  able  to  bear,  and  proportion  their  fer* 
vices  to  their  circumftances.  He  will  conducT:  them 
beiide  the  quiet  waters  of  the  fanduary,  in  the  paths 
of  righteoufnefs,  for  his  name's  fake.  When  they  be- 
come feeble,  and  their  Itiength  is  ready  to  fail,  he 
wUl  uphold  them  by  liis  right  hand,  and  ftay  them 
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with  his  free  Spirit.  He  will  take  the  yoke  from  off 
them,  when  they  grow  weary  ;  he  will  lay  meat  un- 
to them,  and  fpeak  comfortably  to  their  hearts.  He 
will  bear  their  infirmities,  and  go  before  them  in  the 
way  wherein  they  Ihould  walk  ;  he  will  never  leave 
norforfake  them,  until  he  condudt  them  fafe  thro*  all 
the  fteps  of  this  mortal  Hfe,  tp  thofe  rich  paftures  and 
living  fountains  of  water,  where  all  tears  fhall  be  wi- 
ped from  their  eyes. — Deeply  fenfible  of  our  infinite 
obligations  to  the  Lord  God,  for  his  kind  afleiSion 
and  tender  care,  who  feedeth  the  ftrong,  who  bear- 
€th  the  weak,  and  fuits  his  maAicr  of  ading  to  the 
condition  of  every  one  of  his  flock ;  let  us  celebrate 
his  wifdom,  compaffion,  and  fidelity,  whofe  riches 
are  unfearchable,  whofe  love  pafleth  knowledge, 
whofe  peace  tranfcends  underftanding.  Let  us  re- 
fort  to  him  in  every  emergency,  devolve  upon  him 
all  our  cares^  and  make  known  to  him  all  our  wants^ 
by  prayer  with  thankfgiving. 

1 2  Who  hath  meafured  the  waters  in  the 
hollow  of  his  hand,  and  meted  out  heaven 
with  the  fpan,  and  comprehended  the  duft  of 
the  earth  in  a  meaiure,  and  weighed  the 
mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balatice? 

Our  Prophet  proceeds  to  fliew  that  the  fpiritual 
kingdom  of  God  was  to  be  eftablilhed  on  earth,  in  a 
manner  fimilar  to  the  works  effedled  by  the  Almighty, 
in  creation  and  providence.  Having  predided  the 
advent  of  the  Lord  God  into  this  world,  and  defcri- 
bed  the  nature  of  the  new  oeconomy  which  was  then 
to  be  introduced,  he  fuggefts  a  fatisfying  reply  to  the 
difficulties  that  might  be  urged  to  the  fuccei's  of  this 
grand  enterprize.  To  remove  any  objedions  that 
might  arife  relative  to  this  fubjedt,  he  declares  that 
the  arduous  work  was  to  be  accomplilhed  by  that 
God,  whofe  foolilhnefs  the  apoftle  Paul  affirms  is  wi- 
fer  than  men,  whofe  weaknefs  is  flionger  than  men. 
His  infinite  wiidom  and  power  he  highly  extols,  a<i 
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fully  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  eijxpirc  of  Satan,  to 
extirpate  idolatry,  and  to  effed:  the  converiion  of 
the  Gentiles.  In  the  oeconomy  of  man's  fal\^tiQn, 
Jehovah  exhibits  no  lefs  illuftrious  proofs  of  his  ua- 
derftanding  and  omnipotence,  than  in  the  admirable 
ilrudlure  of  the  univerfe.  With  noble  exultation  ot 
mind,  in  a  ftile  truly  fublime,  though  far  inferior  to 
the  rubje(St  of  which  he  treats,  Ifaiah  enquires. 

Who  hath  meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his 
band?  The  waters  may  be  diftributed  into  thofe  that 
are  above,  and  thofe  w^hich  are  under  the  firmament, 
thfe  fpacious  canopy  ftretched  out  over  the  eartlu 
How  immenfe  the  quantity  of  water  bound  up  in  the 
thick  olouds,  which,  according  to  the  fovereign  will 
of  God,  are  poured  down  from  on  high  I  What  im- 
jnenfe  (lores  of  waters  are  contained  in  the  feas,  iii 
the  lakes,  in  caverns,  fountains,  and  rivers  !  Though 
their  amount  far  exceeds  the  comprehenfion  of  the 
moil  enlarged  human  mind,  yet,  compared  to  the  in.« 
finitude  and  magnificence  of  Jehovah,  if  coUeiSed 
together,  fo  fmall  are  their  dimenfions,  that  they  are 
as  nothing.  The  Almighty,  who  meafured  them  in 
the  hollow  of  his  hand,  peifedlly  fees  their  extent ; 
he  exadly  afcertains  their  bulk  and  weight,  and  dif- 
pofes  of  them  as  he  judges  proper  to  fuit  the  various 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  created.  A  fimilar 
fublime  fentiment  is  to  be  found  among  th^e  fayings 
of  Agur  the  fon  of  Jakeh,  who  thus  fpeaks  of  the 
majeily  and  glory  of  Jehovali,  as  if  deeply  imprefied 
with  the  inexprelUble  grandeur  of  the  fubjed;  *  Who 

•  hath  gathered  the  wind  in  his  fids,  who  hath  bound 

•  the  waters  in  a  garment,  who  hath  cllabhfhed  all 

•  the  ends  of  the  earth  *  ?* 

And  meted  out  hea'Oen  with  the  /pan.  The  hea- 
vens, winch  prefent  themfelves  to  the  view  of  men, 
form  that  immenfe  expanfe  which  far  exceeds  our 
moft  enlarged  conceptions.  They  include  not  only 
the  extenfive  atmofphere,  the  air,  and  the  clouds,  but 
alio  the  higher  heavens,  wherein  are  placed  thofe 
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glorious  luminaries  whereby  they  are  gamilhed,  en*. 
lightned,  and  highly  ornamented.  Thefe  celeftial 
orbs,  of  different  magnitudes,  he  hath  appointed  their 
feveral  ftations;  he  perfedly  knows  their  dimenfions, 
their  diflances,  their  proportion,  and  order.  He  hath 
fo  admirably  adjufted  them,  that  they  all  contribute 
to  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  the  univerfe,  whilft  e- 
very  one  ferves  the  moft  valuable  purpofes.  Th6 
heaven'  in  which  thefe  luminous  bodies  of  prodigious 
fize  are  fixed,  or  perform  their  revolutions,  ahd  which 
feems  to  us  unbounded,the  Almighty  hath  meted  out 
as  with  the  fpan,  the  meafure  which  we  apply  to  efti- 
mate  the  bulk  of  objeds  of  fmall  capacity  and  extent. 
What  a  magnificent  idea  doth  this  interrogatory  con- 
vey of  the  infinite  grandeur  and  power  of  Jehovah, 
which  is  here  celebrated  I  Howfurpaffingly  greatt  muft 
be  that  God,  who  eafily  and  at  onCe  accurately  afcer-i 
tained  all  the  extent  of  heaven,  from  the  eaft  to  the 
weft,  from  the  fouth  to  the  north ! 

And  comprehended  the  duji  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure. 
It  is  unnecellary  to  endeavour  to  afcertain  the  iize  of 
the  meafure  which  the  Hebrew  word  is  ufed  to  ligni- 
fy  ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  it  denotes  fuch  a  fmall 
veflel  as  men  ufed  to  drink  from.  The  duft  of  the 
earth  may  fignify  the  whole  matter  of  which  this 
terreftrial  globe  was  compofed,  iij  the  rude  ftate,  when 
it  was  without  form  and  void,  or  the  various  ma- 
terials of  which  it  is  now  conftituted ;  of  all  thefe 
the  Lord  God  hath  the  moft  iptimate  knowledge,  ha- 
ving given  them  exiftence,  and  exactly  arranged 
them  according  to  his  pleafure.  The  whole  fum  or 
mafs,  compounded  of  aggregate  bodies,  fuch  as  grain^ 
is  commonly  eftimated  by  meafure.  In  reference  to 
this  pradice,  the  duft  of  the  earth,  in  the  view  of 
Jehovah,  appears  httle  and  inconfiderable,  a^  that 
which  you  put  into  a  fmall  vefleL  The  expreffion 
before  us  is  fo  lofty,  that  expofition  rather  obfcures 
than  illuftrates  it ;  rather  detracts  from  its  fublimity 
than  adds  to  its  dignity.  Our  Prophet's  imagination 
was  ftretched  to  the  utmoft ;  his  mind  fo  elevated,  and 
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his  ideas  of  the  divine  glory  fq  magnificent,  that  the 
niofl  enlarged  apprehenfion,  and  the  powers  of  lan- 
guage cannot  illuminate  the  fubjed. 

j4ncl  weighed  the  mountains  infcales^  &c.    The  fur- 
face  of  this  earth  is  very  uneven,  being  diverfified 
by  mountains,  hills,  and  valleys.     This  wonderful 
variety  exhibits  an  admimble  difplay  of  the  confum* 
mate  wifdora  and  power  of  Jehovah,  who  hath  ac- 
curately adjulled  their  extent  and  lituation,  their 
magnitude,  proportion,  and  influence.     The  moun- 
tains  and  hiUs  attraft  the  vapours  that  fluduate  in 
the  atmofphere,  which,  being  condenfed,  faU  upon 
the  earth  in  dew,  in  rain,  or  fnow  ;   from  them  the 
rivers  that  run  in  the  valleys  take  their  rife,  and  on 
them  the  beafts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air 
find  agreeable  Ihelter.     They  confpire  to  give  gene- 
ral pleafure,  they  augment  general  utility,  they  va- 
riegate the  profpedl,and  beautify  the  face  of  the  earth,. 
Thefe  huge  mafles,  compofed  of  the  moft  folid  mate- 
rials, were  all  formed  and  eftabliftied  on  their  bafis 
with  exquifite  ikill,  by  the  omnipotent  arm  of  the 
Lord  God.     Every  circumftance  refpeding  them  he 
hath  exaftly  fettled,  infomuch  that  he  is  faid  to  have 
weighed  them.  Weighing,  in  the  metaphorical  fenfe, 
when  attributed  to  God,  may  denote  the  ad  of  his 
infinite  undciilanding  and  power,  whereby  he  hath 
fo  perfedly  poifed  and  balanced  them,  as  accurately 
to  afcertain  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  fubftances 
whjch  they  contain,  and  the  moft  proper  places  that 
they  fhould  occupy.    Thefe  queftions  in  effed  deter- 
mine themfelves,  and  fuggeft  this  reply.     All  thefe 
things  are  the  wonderful  works  of  Jehovah,  who  is 
perfed  in  knowledge,  who  doeth  great  things  and 
unlearchable,  marvellous,  and  without  number.     O 
Lord,  how  great  are  thy  works,  thy  thoughts  are  ve- 
ry deep. 

1 3  Who  hath  direde d  the  Spirit  of  the 
LORD,  or  being  his  counfellor  hath  taught 
him  ? 
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The  glory  of  the  ftupendous  works  of  God  is  due 
to  him  alone,  and  none  have  right  to  participate  with 
him  in  the  honour  which  he  juftly  claims.  That  I 
may  not  darken  counfel  by  words  without  know- 
ledge, and  multiply  them  on  a  fubjeft  1  might  ra- 
ther render  obfcure  than  illuminate,  1  fhall  Ihortly 
ftate  the  import  of  the  queftions  afked  in  this  and 
the  following  verfe,  which  have  the  force  of  the  moll: 
decided  negatives. — Who  hath  narrowly  fcanned  and 
thoroughly  fearched  the  eternal  omniprefent  Spirit  of 
Jehovah,  and  penetrated  into  the  nature  of  his  exift- 
cnce,  and  the  manner  of  his  operations  ?  Who  hath 
direfted  him,  who  in  the  beginning  moved  on  the 
fecc  of  the  waters,  who  gamilhed  die  heavens,  Avho 
rene^eth  the  face  of  the  earth,  who  infpired  the  pro- 
phets, and  refides  in  the  faithful?  Who  hath  aflifted 
himineftablifhing  the  beautiful  order  of  the  univerfe, 
in  conftru<aing  and  uniting  all  the  different  parts 
whereof  it  is  conftituted,  (o  that  every  thing  acls  ra- 
ther in  its  prefent  mode  than  in  any  other.  The  a- 
poftle  Paul,  writing  to  the  Romans,  feems  to  allude 
to  the  words  under  confideration,  when  having  treat* 
cd  of  the  counfel  of  God  in  rejecting  the  Jews,  and 
fubftituting  the  Gentiles  in  their  place  he  patheti- 
cally exclaimed,  *  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 

*  the  wildom  and  knowledge  of  God  I  How  unfearch- 

*  able  are  his  Judgments,and  his  ways  pa(t  findmg  out  I 

*  For  who  hath  known  the  mind  of  tne  Lord?  or  w  lio 

*  hath  been  his  counfelior  *.'     Our  Prophet's  woids  • 
are, 

Or  bein^  his  counfelior^  hath  taught  him.  A  coun- 
felior is  one  whofe  wildom,  prudence,  and  experience 
enables  him  to  give  adyice  and  diredion  in  dillicult 
matters;  who,  according  to  his  beil  judgment,  pohits 
out  the  way  whereby  the  moll  importunt  ends  may 
be  attained.  Who  ever  acled  hi  this  manner  tov/ard 
the  alUwife  God?  Pofleiled  of  infinite  underftanding, 
and  clothed  with  fupreme  authority ,he  never  needs  any 
direftion  or  inftrudlion.    The  wiieft  and  great eit  men 

that 
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that  eVcr  lived  upon  earth,  fenfiblc  that  they  needed 
advice,  have  had  their  counfellors ;  but  none  ever  di- 
redled  the  omnifcient  God  in  the  execution  of  his  pur* 
pofes,or  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  govemment.When 
the  counfels  of  his  will  were  fettled,  when  the  plan 
of  his  operations  were  formed,  there  was  no  creature 
in  exiftence  who  aflifted  him  in  framing  the  model 
of  his  wonderful  works.  Who  then  ever  taught  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  from  whom  alone  all  found  wifdoo^ 
proceeds? 

14  With  whom  took  he  counfel,  and  wbq 
inftrudted  him,  and  taught  him  in  the  path  of 
judgment,  and  taught  him  knowledge,  and 
fliewed  to  him  the  way  of  underftanding? 

To  reprefs  the  pride  of  human  knowledge,  to  am^ 
plify  the  fubjed,  and  to  illuftrate  the  perfed  wifdom 
of  Jehovah,  Ifaiah  again  enquires,  With  wbcm  took  be 
counfel?  to  whom  did  he  ever  apply,  in  the  mod  cri- 
tical circumftances,  on  the  mod  momentous  occafion^ 
for  advice  and  diredion  ? — Who  injiru{htd  hint;  how  to 
perform  any  of  his  works  of  creation  or  providence  i 
Who  taught  him  in  the  p:ith  of  judgment^  the  laws 
whereby  he  govemsthe  univerfe,and  the  laws  he  hatli 
infcribed  on  the  minds  of  men ;  or  the  truths,  the 
inftitutions,  and  precepts  revealed  in  his  holy  word? 
^-Who  taught  him  knowledge,  fsfc.  and  informed  him 
of  the  caules  whereby  effeds  are  produced,  theur  or- 
der, connedion,  and  operation  ? — ^ndjhewed  to  him 
the  way  of  utiderjianding^  whereby  he  might  arrange 
and  condiid  all  his  variegated  difpenfations,  fo  as  to 
terminate  in  his  own  glory  ?  His  perfed  knowledge 
and  confummate  wifdom,  render  him  altogether  in- 
dependent of  the  creatures  he  hath  made,  who  x:an- 
not  fully  comprehend  and  explain  the  works  that  he 
hath  done.  Many  of  them  are  high  above,  and  out 
of  fight;  and  of  thofe  which  come  under  our  view,  a 
fmall  portion  only  is  feen.     Would  it  not,  then,  b^ 
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tire  greateft  prefumption  and  abfardity,  for  any  ono 
to  pretend  he  hath  mibruded  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord? 
In  the  admirable  ftrudure  of  the  univerfe,  in  the 
beautiful  order  and  fynunetry  of  all  its  parts,  and  in 
every  work  of  divine  providence,  we  contemplate 
lignal  difplays  of  infinite  underftanding  and  :Conium- 
mate  wifdom.  This  perfed  knowledge,  this  exqui- 
fite  fkill,  manifefl:  in  all  the  operations  of  the  Al- 
mighty, is  underjved,  and  proceeds  from  the  fupceme 
excellence  of  his  own  nature,  and  not  from  any  o- 
ther  fource  whatfoever.  The  works  and  ways  of 
God  far  tranfcend  the  capacity  of  human  minds;  for 
as  the  heavens  are  above  the  ^arth,  fo  are  God's 
thoughts  and  ways  above  our  thoughts  and  ways. 
What  extreme  arrogance  and  pride,  then,  do  men  dif- 
cover,  who  refufe  to  fubpfiit  to  that  ceconomy  of  grace 
which  God  hath  eftablifhed,  becaufe  it  contains  ma» 
ny  things  which  at  tirft  fight  appear  paradoxical  and 
inexpUcable.  Is  not  all  nature  fjored  with  wonders 
V^hich  we  cannot  explain.  If  the  fame  caufe  uni- 
formly produces  fimilar  efifedtsi  who  can  doubt  that 
the  conilitutioo  pf  the  Jdngdom  of  the  Son  of  God,  in 
many  refpeds  a(:cords  with  that  of  the  natural  world, 
which  coQtain?  ipany  aftoniftiing  wonders.  Notwith- 
ftandingf  this  difp^nfation  of  mercy  proved  an  ofi'ence 
to  the  Jews,  who  were  fo  irritated  and  inflamed  with 
rage  againft  the  gofpel,  that  they  hated  and  perfe- 
cuted  them  that  b^lipved  it;  whilft  the  heathen  con- 
temned the  dodrine  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  they 
held  to  be  fooliljmefs.  Never  tvere  inllrudions  com- 
municated to  mankind,  at  which  they  have  difcover- 
ed  ftronger  averfion,  than  thofe  revealed  by  the  Spirit 
of  Gpd,  of  which  this  is  in  part  the  fum,  that  ail  flefh 
is  ^s  gmis;  that  no  man  can  be  juftified  before  God 
by  his  own  works;  and  that  the  obedience,  iutierings, 
and  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the  only  meritorious 
caufe  of  falvation.  Though  thefe  dodrines  were  moft 
imlikeiy  to  meet  with  a  favourable  reception  from 
the  world,  to  deftroy  the  empirp  of  Satan,  and  to  re- 
ilore  righteoulhefs  and  peace  to  the  human  race;  yet 
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by  means  of  them  tfee  Spirit  of  God  fubtfnes  the  pride 
of  man,  brings  to  nought  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  that 
no  flefti  may  giory  in  bis  prefence.  We  therefore  af- 
firm, that  the  gofpel  CEConomy  is  the  work  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  whereby  the  glory  of  Jehovah  is  difplayed, 
and  the  nobleft  purpofes  acTOmpliflied- 

15  Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a 
bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  fmall  dufl  of 
the  balance :  behold,  he  taketh  Up  the  ifles  as 
a  very  little  thing* 

It  might  be  objeAed  to  the  new  difpenfation  of 
grace,  thfit  it  was  introduced  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  God,  in  a  manner  quite  different  from  that  dic- 
tated by  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  and  inconfiftent 
with  thofe  human  inventions  in  rehgion,  by  which 
the  nations  imagined  they  had  difcovered  much  wif- 
dom and  fagacity.  To  this  objedion  it  is  rephed, 
that  all  the  devices  which  men  have  framed,  are  of 
no  avail  in  the  fight  of  God  for  obtaining  falvation, 
and  that  no  man  can  appear  before  his  dread  tribu- 
nal with  fafety  and  confidence,  but  only  in  virtue  of 
the  word  of  grace,  the  wifdom  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Meffiah. — Behoid^  the  nations  are 
at  a  drcp,  &c.  How  infignificant  are  all  the  king- 
doms  of  the  earth  in  the  prefence  of  Jehovah,  how 
inconfiderable  when  brought  into  comparifon  with 
the  infinite  excellence  and  glory  of  God !  Contrafted 
with  his  divine  perfeftions,  their  wifdom  is  fi^Uy, 
their  power  weaknefs,  their  righteoufnefs  undefer- 
ving,  and  all  their  performances  tainted  by  corrup- 
tion and  depravity.  The  drop  that  adheres  to  the 
bucket  is  fo  Imall  and  fo  light,  tliat  it  hath  not  the 
leaft  perceptible  influence  on  the  weight  of  the  vef- 
fel,  whether  it  be  full  or  empty.  The  fmall  dufl:  that 
cleaves  to  the  beam  or  the  Icales,  hath  not  the  leaft 
influence  to  incline  the  balance  to  either  fide,  and  fo 
is  totally  overlooked  and  negledted.  By  this  beauti- 
ful~fimilitude  is  reprefentcd  the  infignificance  of  aU 
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the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  when  viewed  in  relation 
to  the  Moll  High.  Their  boafled  wifdom  and  know^ 
ledge,  Aipported  often  on  wrong  principles,  falfe  pre^ 
judices  and  errors,  is  not  fo  nauch  to  the  infinite  wif- 
dom of  God,  and  is  more  inconiiderable  in  bis  view, 
than  the  drop  on  the  bucket..  Their  religion  and 
virtue,  which  originate  in  the  vanity  of  their  niinds, 
and  are  coiulu6led  by  corrupt  maxims,  ^re  unintipor*- 
tant  and  unprofitable  in  the  fight  of  him  who  fearch^ 
eth  the  heart,  who  trieth  the  reins,  and  hath  pleafure 
in  uprightoefs.  Their  immenfe  numbers,  their  prodi- 
gious extent  of  power,  influence,  and  territory,  are  as 
nothing  before  Almighty  God.-^Beboid,  be  taketb  up 
the  iJUs  as  a  very  little  thing.  Not  only  the  leller, 
but  the  larger  iflands,  fuch  as  that  whereon  we  live, 
with  all  their  numerous  inhabitants,  and  whatfocver 
they  contain,  the  Lord  God  taketh  up  and  fuil^ins, 
with  infinitely  greater  eafe  than  we  can  remove  the 
imalleil  objefit.  All  the  illands  of  the  fea  are  no  more- 
to  him  tlian  a  very  little  thmg  that  floats  in  the  air, 
which  is  deftitute  of  folidity,  and  makes  no  reliftance 
to  what  lays  iK^ld  of  it.  Thefe.  large  folid  bodies, 
and  thofe  who  refide  upon  them,  with  their  laws, 
their  philofophy,  their  literature,  and  fuperitilioiw 
rites,  all  thefe  are  of  no  eftimation  in  God's  light. 
There  is  no  intrinfic  excellence  or  value  in  them> 
which  approves  itfelf  to  his  alUpenetrating  judgment. 

16  And  Lebanon  is  not  fufficient  ta  bum, 
nor  the  beafts  thereof  fufficient  for  a  burnt- 
ofFering. 

Such  is  the  infinite  majefty  and  glory  of  God,  that 
the  moft  excellent  and  coftly  facritices  cannot  add  to 
his  felicity,  nor  make  expiation  for  fin.  Mount  Le* 
banon  was  anciently  celebrated  for  tlie  fweet  fpices 
anji  noble  cedars  which  it  produced,  and  the  fine 
cattle  to  which  it  yielded  rich  pafturage.  On  thefe 
accounts  it  may  be  here  mentioned;  to  intimate,  that 
all  the  large  timber,  all  the  fragrant  iiacenfe,  Txnd 
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all  the  fat  beafts  that  it  could  fumifh,  could  not  make 
one  ofFeriug  worthy  of  the  divine  acceptance.  The 
fentiment  contained  m  the  words  before  us  feems  t6 
be  this,  that  all  the  oblatbns  prefented  to  the  Mofl: 
High,  by  Jews  or  Gentiles,  however  numerous  and 
magnificent,  were  altogether  infufficient  to  make  ex- 
piation for  fin.  Though  all  the  beafts  of  the  fbrefts, 
all  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills— -though  all  the 
wood  that  grew  on  Lebanon,  Hermon,  and  Baihan, 
had  been  employed  to  confume  them,  they  could  not 
atone  for  tranfgreflion,  they  could  not  avert  the  di- 
vine  difpleafure,  or  procure  the  favour  of  God.  Sa* 
crifices  and  bumt-ckferings  cannot  bring  men  into 
the  prefence  of  Jehovah  with  acceptance,  they  can- 
not acquit  from  guilt,  or  render  mens  fervices. 
well-pleafing  to  the  Lord.  Though  they  conftituted 
part  of  that  homage  which  God  demanded  from  his 
people  of  old,  yet,  when  they  were  trufted  to  as  the 
gromid  of  juftification,  or  fubftituted  in  tlie  room  of 
moral  duties,  and  not  confidered  in  reference  to  the 
perfed  propitiation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  they  were  reject- 
ed as  frivolous  and  vain.  The  demands  of  the  di- 
vine juftice  were  not  fatisfied;  confcience,  when  well 
informed,  was  not  appeafed ;  God  did  not  gracioully 
regard  them.  He  hath  provided  and  revealed  in  the 
gofpel  the  f^icrifice  of  his  own  Son,  infinitely  more 
excellent  and  worthy  of  hi§  acceptance.  This  is  the 
only  ranfom  that  is  pleafing  to  him,  -the  one  perfedt 
c^cring,  in  virtue  of  which  alone  men  can  obtain 
favour  of  the  Lord. — Let  us,  then;  take  heed  that  wc 
place  not  our  dependence  on  any  thing  elfe  than  the 
facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  through  which  are  to  be  en- 
joyed pardon  of  fin,  vidory  over  enemies,  union  with 
the  centre  of  all  excellence,  and  the  all-fufficient  God 
for  oar  friend  and  portion. 

17  All  nations  before  him  are  s^  nothing, 
and  they  are  counted  to  him  kls  than  nothing 
and  vanity. 

Having 
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Having  reprefented  the  meannefs  and  infignifi- 
cance  of  the  nations,  compared  with  the  grandeur  of 
God,  our  Prophet  refumes  the  fubjedl,  which  he  de- 
fcribes  in  yet  ftronger  terms  than  he  had  formerly- 
done.     He  teaches  not  only  that  merit  is  to  be  en- 
tirely difclaimed  by  all  flefh,  but  that  all  thofe  things 
which  people  had  devifed  to  appeafe  the  Deity,  were 
nugatory  and  vain,  that  they  had  not  the  fmalleft  in^ 
flucnce  to  recommend  them  to  the  favour  of  God  ; 
yea,  that  they  were  lefs  than  nothing  and  va?iity. 
The  language  is  fo  fublime,  fo  forcible,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  fay  any  thing  more  expreffive  of  the  infi- 
nitude of  Jehovah,  and  the  vanity  of  man.     Indeed, 
the  fmalleft  drbp  of  liquid  that  adheres  to  the  point 
of  a  needle,  the  leaft  particle  of  duft  that  cleaves  to      / 
the  balance,  bears  a  greater  proportion  to  the  vaft  o- 
cean,  and  to  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  than  all  the 
nations  of  the  world  to  the  blefled  God.    Nay,  could 
we  conceive  lefs  than  nothing,  we  might  have  a  more 
adequate  idea  of  the  infinite  difproportion  betwixt 
the  Almighty  and  all  the  kingdoms  on  the  face  of 
the  globe,  and  the  utter  infufficiency  of  all  that  they 
have  contrived  to  pacify  his  offended  Majeily. — Such, 
then,  is  the  grandeur  of  God  ;    fuch  is  the  meannefs 
and  vanity  of  man.  How  imperfedl  foever  the  Iketch 
now  given,  it  may  convince  us,  that  though  the  lan^ 
gvKige  here  employed  is  truly  fubUme,  it  is  not  liV- 
perbolical ;  that  it  is  always  within  the  truth,  and 
never  beyond  it.    O  Lord  my  God,  thou  art  exceed- 
ing great,  and  before  thee  we  fhrink  into  notliing. 
Great  is  the  Lord,  dnd  greatly  to  be  praifed ;  his 
greatnefs  is  unfearchable.     *  What  Is  man,  that  thou 
'  fhouldft  magnify  him,  that  thou  fhouldft  fet  thme 

*  heart  upon  him,  that  thou  fhouldft  vifit  him  every 

*  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment  *  ?* 

1 8  To  whom,  then,  will  ye  liken  God  ?  or 
what  likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him? 
Vol.  m.  G  g  The 

♦Job  vll.  17,  j8. 
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The  general  pradice  of  idolatry,  to  which  the 
Gentiles  bad  long  been  addided,  and  the  powerful 
fupport  it  had  received  from  the  great  men  of  the 
world,  might  give  rife  to  feveral  doubts  refpedUng  the 
poffibility  of  erei^ing  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  earthy 
by  means  of  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  unaided  by 
arms  and  hiHuan  policy.    To  remove  every  diflBculty 
of  this  fort,  Ilkiah  demonftrates  the  folly  and  vanity 
of  idolatry,  from  the  materials  of  which  images  arc 
made,  the  ftiape  in  which  they  are  formed,  and  the 
manner  of  their  fabrication,  compared  with  the  na-  | 
ture,  the  excellence,  and  glory  of  God,  the  Creator 
of  the  univerfe. — And  from  the  weaknefs  of  thofe 
princes  who  were  the  chief  fupports  of  this  abomina* 
ble  fyftem,  contrafted  with  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
the  Governor  among  the  nations,  who  can  do  what- 
foever  he  pleafeth.     To  guard  the  pofterity  of  Ifracl 
againll  this  odious  praftice,  he  aims  to  convince  theni^ 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  form  any  adequate  refcmblance 
of  the  only  true  God,  who  cannot  be  reprefented  by 
any  fimilitude  whatfoever. — ^Thofe  who  firft  formed 
hnages  of  God,  endeavoured'  by  fome  figure  to  exhi- 
bit a  picture  or  ftatue  of  the  divinity  whom  they  pro- 
fclfed  to  venerute,  vainly  imagining  that  the  deities 
whom  they  worlhipped  were  like  the  idols  they  had 
framed.     In  procefs  of  time,  through  the  natural 
blindnefs  of  men  and  growing  fuperftition,  people 
adopted  the  extravagant  notion,  that  the  ftatues  to 
which  they  paid  homage  were  really  gods,  and  by 
this  name  they  were  called.     The  grofe  abfurdity  of 
this  opinion  is  here  expofed  t9  contempt  by  thcfe 
pertinent  quelVions  ;  *  To  whom  will  ye  liken  God/ 
who  is  mvilible,  whom  no  man  hath  feen,  or  can  fee? 
*  What  likeneft  will  ye  compare  unto  him,*  to  whom 
there  is  none  like  ?  Since  all  nations  before  him  are 
lefs  than  nothing  and  vanity,  to  whom,  or  to  what  in 
the  wide  creation  will  you  refemble  him?  Specify,  if 
you  can,  any  perlbn  or  objcft  that  may  give  a  pro- 
per reprcfentation  of  him.     Profefling  yourfelves  to 
be  wiie,  ye  become  fods,  by  changing  the  glory  of 
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the  incorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to 
corruptible  man ;  or  to  birds,  to  four-footed  beafts, 
wad  creeping  things.  Man  was  no  doubt  formed  at 
fcft  after  the  image  of  God,  in  knowledge,  righteouf- 
nefe,  and  holinefs,  with  dominion  over  the  creatures; 
but  who  does  not  perceive,  that  he  exhibits  a  very 
limited  impcrfed  reprefentation  of  his  Creator?  Since, 
then,  the  Mod  High  God  is  incomparably  excellent 
and  glorious,  let  us  ferve  him  with  awful  reverence, 
deeply  affedled  with  his  allonilhing  condefcenlion 
who  hath  refped  to  the  lowly  ;  and  with  admiring 
thoughts  of  his  love,  power,  and  faithfulnefs,  who  is 
eicalted  above  all  blelling  and  praile. 

19  The  workman  melteth  a  graven  image^ 
and  the  goldfmith  fpreadeth  it  over  with  gold, 
and  cafteth  filver  chains 

Thofe  in  affluent  circumftances,  v*  ho  were  addided 
to  idolatry,  are  defcribed  employing  tradefmen  of 
different  occupations,  to  form  and  beautity  for  their 
utfe  images  of  various  kinds.  The  founder  begins 
the  work  by  melting  in  the  furnace  the  metal  where- 
of  the  idol  is  to  be  made,  and  then  giving  it  that 
mould  or  fliape  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  his  em* 
ployer.  After  he  hath  done  his  part,  the  goldfmith 
overlays  it  with  gold,  that  it  may  leem  as  if  framed 
of  the  moft  precious  materials,  and  that  having  a  more 
brilliant  appearance,  it  may  attrad  greater  admira- 
tion and  rcfped.  He  alfo  makes  filver  chains  for  it, 
wherewith  it  may  be  feftcned  to  feme  place  in  the 
inner  chamber,  where  the  houfehold  gods  were  com- 
monly fet,  or  be  fufpended  to  the  wall  or  cieling. 
Perhaps  fome  of  them  were  intended  for  ornament. 

20  He  that  iV  fo  impoverifhed  that  he  hath 
no  oblation,  choofeth  a  tree  tbat  will  not  rot  : 
he  fecketh  unto  him  a  cunning  workman  to 
prepare  a  graven  image  tJbat  fball  not  be  mor 
yed 
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The  poorer,  the  more  frugal  and  covetous  fort  of 
people,  imitate  the  example  of  the  rich  ;  but  indi- 
gence and  avarice  does  not  permit  them  to  go  fuch 
extravagant  lengths  in  point  of  expence.  Though 
unable  to  bring  a  coftly  offering  of  filver  or  gold,  they 
muft  neverthelefs  have  idols  made  of  cheap  materials 
to  fet  up  in  their  houfes.  For  this  purpofe  the  poor 
man  pitches  on  a  piece  of  folid  durable  timber,  luch 
as  cedar  or  oak,  and  appUes  to  fome  ingenious  tradef- 
nfian  to  make  thereof  a  curious  beautiful  image,  that 
may  not  foon  require  to  be  removed  and  to  be  repla- 
ced by  another.— How  juft,  how  fuitable  are  the, 
words  of  the  devout  Pfalmift  in  that  elegant  hymn 
wherein  he  requefts  the  Almighty  to  glorify  him- 
felf  in  the  falvation  of  his  church  !  Should  the  ido- 
later aflc,  Where  is  now  your  God }  we  reply,  *  Our 
*  God  is  in  the  heavens,*  bfc.  How  ftriking  the  con^ 
traft  formed  in  the  1 13th  Pfalm,  between  the  true 
God  and  idols  of  the  heathen  I  Our  God  made 
the  world  and  all  that  are  therein;  idols  are  made  by 
the  hands  of  men.  He  is  in  the  heavens,  highly  ex- 
alted above  the  powers  of  nature,  and  the  lungdoms 
of  this  earth  ;  they  occupy  fome  very  narrow  fpace 
here  below.  He  doeth  whatfoever  pleafeth  him;  they 
can  do  nothing  at  all.  He  feeth  the  diftreffes,  hQ 
anfwereth  the  prayers,  accepteth  the  facrifices,  Co- 
meth to  the  afliftance,  and  effedeth  the  falvation 
of  his  fervants ;  they  are  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb, 
fenfelefs,  motiohlefs,  and  impotent,  and  incapable  of 
affording  rehef  in  the  greateft  extremity  *. 

21  Have  ye  not  known?  have  ye  not  heard? 
hath  it  not  been  told  you  from  the  beginning? 
have  ye  not  underftood  from  the  foimdation^ 
pf  the  earth? 

* 

Having  defcribed  the  abfurd  practices  of  idola- 
ters, our  Prophet  next  adminiflers  a  fharp  reproof 
for  their  extreme  folly  and  fenfeleflnefs. — ^The  feve- 

•  Sec  Dr  Home  on  the  1x5th  Plalnu 
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ral  queftions  which  he  afks  have  a  dired  reference  to 
the  formation  of  the  earth,  mentioned  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  verie.  The  foundations  whereof  he  fpeaks 
may  denote  its  firft  beginnings  or  origin,  how  it  was 
brought  into  exiftence,  how  it  emerged  from  the 
chaos,  out  of  which  it  was  formed,  how  its  Various 
component  parts  were  difpofed  and  united  together. 
The  eftablifhment  of  this  earth,  which  Itands  faft  and 
cannot  be  removed,  was  not  effected  by  human  power, 
but  by  a  fuperior  intelligent  omnipotent  bemg. — 
^  Have  ye  not  known  ?  After  enjoying  many  opportu- 
nities of  being  acquainted  with  the  mod  important 
fa<2s,  are  you  ignorant  that  he  who  built  all  things 
is  God  ?  that  he  who  is  intimte  in  power  and  in  eve- 
ry perfedtion,  is  the  firft  caufe  by  which  all  things 
were  called  into  exiftence  ?  and  that  he  created  and 
arranged  the  ftupendous  ftrudure  of  the  univerfe? — 
Have  ye  not  beard?  If  you  have  not  acquired  this 
knowledge  by  means  of  your  own  ftudy  and  invefti- 
gation,  have  you  not  been  informed  by  thofe  em- 
ployed to  inftrud  you  on  important  interefting  fub- 
jeds,  that  in  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  ? — Hath  it  not  been  told  you^  &c.  by 
men  of  cultivated  minds  and  vmqueftionable  veracity, 
that  according  to  tradition  tranimirted  from  age  to 
age,  fince  the  commencement  of  time,  this  earth 
was  formed  by  the  eternal  God,  for  w^hofe  plealure 
all  things  are,  and  were  created  ?  If  you  have  not 
derived  this  knowledge  from  any  of  thefe  channels, 
your  own  reafon  mi^t  have  taught  you,  that  this 
world  owes  its  exiftence  to  an  all-perfeft  glorious  Be- 
ing, who  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  material  fubftan- 
ces,  fuch  as  thofe  whereof  your  images  are  made, 

•  The  invifible  things  of  God  from  the  creation  of 

*  the  world,  are  clearly  feen,  being  underftood  by  the 
'  things  thai;  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and 

•  Godhead ;   fo  that  you  are  without  excufe  if  you 

*  gbrify  him  not  as  God  *.'     Blind  and  fenfelefs, 
then,  you  muft  be,  if  you  make  idols  of  gold,  and 

filver, 
*  ^om.  i.  20,  21. 
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*filver,  and  timber,  and  imagine  them  to  have  create^ 
the  earth. 

22  It  is  he  that  fitteth  upon  the  circlo  of 
the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as 
grafshoppers;  that  ftretcheth  out  the  heavens 
as  a  curtain,  and  fpreadeth  them  out  as  a  tent 
to  dwell  in. 

The  great  God  is  reprefented  in  thefe  lofty  cxpref- 
fions,  as  exalted  far  above  all  xht  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  who  aft  under  his  inipedlipn,  and  are  fubjedl 
to  his  authority.  What  a  grand  majeftic  idea  doth 
thefe  words  convey  to  the  mind,  of  the  omnipotent 
Jehovah,  of  his  divine  perfedions,  the  immenfity  of 
his  prefence,  the  infinitude  of  his  knowledge,  and 
the  univcrfal  extent  of  his  dominion  !  Imagination 
faints  under  the  prelTure  of  this  boundlefs  fubjedfc^ 
which  is  by  far  too  great  for  the  human  mind.  I  will 
not,  I  cannot  illuftrate  it ;  the  objed  is  too  high  for 
me;  I  cannot  underftand.  Who  can  forbear  to  ex- 
claim, in  the  words  of  the  facred  poet,  *  Who  is  like 
^  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  who  dwelleth  on  high  *  ?* 
— Thi  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grafshoppers.  The 
whole  human  race,  with  all  the  advantages  they  pof- 
fefs,  and  all  their  aflumed  importance,  are  only  as  in- 
fignificant  infeds  before  the  mighty  God.  They  ap- 
pear fmall,  mean,  contemptible  creatures,  conftantly 
in  motion  to  obtain  what  they  apprehend  neceflary  to 
their  fupport  and  accommodation. — That  flretchetb 
out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain^  &c.  which  form  a  mag* 
nificent  canopy  over  the  whole  earth — that  fpreadeth 
out  the  vaft  expjuife  of  the  firmament,  enlightened 
by  the  fpacious  orbs  fufpended  in  it ;  and  the  heaven 
of  heavens,  wherein  the^ofl  High  God,  with  angels 
and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfed,  have  their 
peculiar  refidence.  Thefe  heavens  the  Lord  God 
framed  and  extended  with  more  eafe  than  men  can 
.  conltrud  a  tent  or  draw  afide  a  curtain.   The  loweft 

♦  Pfal.  cxiiL  5. 
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be  formed  to  be  a  fplendid  covering  to  our  dwelling 
place,  the  higher  to  be  a  taberaacle  for  the  fun  and 
the  other  luminaries  which  adorn  the  Iky,  and  the 
bigheft  to  be  the  habitation  of  his  glory,  and  of  the 
innumerable  multitudes  that  furround  his  throne.—* 
From  this  wonderful  work  of  Almighty  God,  Ifaiah 
deduces  a  powerful  argument  to  confute  the  fooHlh 
pradlices  of  idolaters.  Since  the  only  true  and  living 
God  hath  exhibited  fuch  afloniihing  difplays  of  his 
inajefty,  immenfity,  and  omnipotence,  in  the  forma- 
tion, prefervation,  and  government  of  the  univerfe^ 
nothing  can  be  more  irrational  and  abfurd  than  wor- 
fliipping  and  ferving  idols  of  filver  and  gold,  the  work 
of  mens  hands,  and  placing  that  confidence  in  the 
creature  which  is  only  due  to  the  Creator. 

23  That  bringeth  the  princes  to  nothing; 
he  maketh  the  judges  of  the  earth  as  vanity. 

Another  ftriking  proof  is  here  adduced  that  the 
Moll  High  God  is  the  fupreme  governor  of  the  world. 
According  to  his  fovereign  pleafure  he  dilpofes  of 
perfons  pofleffing  the  higheft  dij^nity,  authority,  and 
influence;  and  in  fome  inftances  he  reveries  their  for- 
mer elevated  condition. — Princes  is  the  defigriatiou 
oftentimes  given  to  men  of  dillinguilhed  rank,  who 
occupy  ftations  next  to  thofe  who  are  invefled  with 
fupreme  power.  Sometimes  the  title  is  given  to  thofe 
who  are  altogether  kings,  the  chief  men  in  the  ftate> 
whofe  office  is  to  govern  the  empire,  to  defend  it  a- 
gainft  enemies,  to  execute  the  laws,  and  to  diftribute 
juftice  among  the  people.  Even  thofe  who  are 
exalted  to  fuch  honourable  charaders,  and  pdllcfs 
extenfive  power,  God  bringeth  to  nothing.  He  pre- 
cipitates them  from  the  fummit  of  grandeur  and  pow- 
er they  had  attained,  and  deprives  them  of  their 
boailed  dignity  and  authority.  In  fome  inftances  he 
hath  excluded  them,  with  their  pofterity,  from  ail 

Erolpedl  of  ever  regaining  the  high  flation  tijat  they 
lied,  fuddenly  cutting  them  off  by  fome  awful  judg- 
ment.   In  this  manner  was  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt, 
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Senacherib  king  of  Aflyria,  with  many  others,  diveft- 
ed  of  their  thrones  and  empires,  and  brought  to  no- 
thing. By  fuch  furprifing  difplays  of  fovereignty  and 
omnipotence,  doth  the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth, 
convert  the  greateft  profperity  into  the  moft  humili* 
ating  diftrefs,  and  dembnftrate  the  inftability  of  all 
worldly  greatnefs* 

He  maketh  the  judges  of  the  earth  as  vanity.  The 
office  of  judges  confifts  chiefly  in  examinmg  and  de- 
ciding with  impartiality  the  caul'es  which  are  brought 
before  them,  and  in  adminiftering  juftice  according 
to  the  laws.  Perfons  adting  in  this  capacity,  who 
execute  with  fidelity  and  equity  the  important  truft 
repoled  in  them,  have  juft  claim  to  high  refpeft  and 
all  neceflary  fupport.  Notwithftanding,  to  punifh 
their  iniquities,  and  the  fins  of  thofe  over  whom  they 
were  inveited  with  authority,  in  fome  cafes  God  mak- 
eth them  as  vanity.  He  divefts  them  of  wifdom,  pene- 
tration, and  judgment ;  in  confequence  of  which  they 
become  vain,  proud,  and  wicked  ;  and  inftead  of  be- 
ing fubftantial  bleflings  to  the  community,  they  be- 
come fevere  fcourges,  whereby  they  are  greatly  di- 
ftrefled.  Far  from  gratifying  the  defires  and  expec- 
tations of  thofe  who  looked  up  to  them  for  equitable 
decifions,  they  pradife  deceit,  falfehood,  and  im- 
rightecufnefs,  and  thus  prove  the  bane  of  that  focie- 
ty  whofe  rights  they  ought  invariably  to  have  main- 
tained.— Memorable  inltances  of  this  fort  might  be 
adduced  from  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  were  they 
neceflTary  to  confirm  the  truth  we  have  been  confi- 
dering.  The  annals  of  almolt  every  nation  in  the 
woild  give  teftimony  to  what  is  here  aflerted,  and 
clearly  Ihew  that  God  doth  fet  the  wicked  in  flippe- 
ry  places,  and  cafts  them  down  into  deftru6Uon  *  ; 
that  he  cuts  off  the  fpirit  of  princes,  and  is  terrible  to 
the  kings  of  the  earth  f .  How  unceitain,  how  mu- 
table is  worldly  pomp  and  fplendor  !  how  precarious 
the  profperity  of  the  wicked  I  how  foon  is  their  joy 
turned  into  forrow,  their  honour  into  difgrace,  by  him 
that  putteth  down  one,  and  fetteth  up  another. 

24  Yea, 

♦  Pfal,  Ixxiii.  18,         f  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  12. 
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24.  Yea,  they  fliall  not  be  planted;  3rea, 
they  (hall  not  be  fown ;  yea,  their  ftock  fliall  not 
take  root  in  the  earth  :  and  he  fhall  alfo  blow 
upon  them,  and  they  fhall  wither,  and  the 
whirlwind  ihall  take  them  away  as  ftubble. 

The  great  perfonages  whom  God  bringeth  to  no- 
thing, are  here  fpoken  of  in  figurative  language,  as 
ftately  trees,  which  having  grown  to  a  prodigious 
height,  are  remarkable  for  beauty,  and  for  giving 
Ihelter  to  various  kinds  of  animals.  In  reference  to 
this-  well  known  fimihtude,  the  Prophet  declares, 
that  when  God  lays  them  low,  nothing  of  their  for- 
mer dignity  fliall  remain,  oi"  be  reftored  to  them ; 
yea,  their  remembrance,  fliall  perifli  from  the  earth. 
This  total  extermination  is  forcibly  exprefled  in 
various  terms,  which  are  fo  placed  as  to  form  a  beau- 
tiful gradation.  Though  the  fupreme  Lord  of  all 
bring  them  to  nothing,  it  might  be  imagined,  that 
fome  flioot  or  branch  fprung  from  the  lame  ftock, 
might  be  planted  in  the  earth,  and  grow  up  to  con- 
fiderable  eminence,  in  place  of  that  which  was  cut 
down.  Or,  it  might  happen,  that  fome  of  the  feeds 
that  fell  from  the  tree,  upon  the  earth,  might  fpring 
up,  and  produce  a  new  plant  that  would  increafe 
into  a  large  tree,  of  the  fame  kind  and  fixe  with  the 
former.  Or,  it  might  come  to  pafs,  that  the  lofty 
tree  which  was  cut  down  might,  from  its  remaininj^ 
root,  fend  forth  new  flioots,  fome  of  which,  in  pro- 
ccfs  of  time,  might  reach  as  great  eminence  as  that 
which  had  been  taken  away.  None  of  thefe  fuppo- 
fitions,  however,  were  to  take  place  for  it  is  added. 

Cod Jhall  blow  upon  them,  by  the  powerful  influence 
of  his  Spirit,  who  is  faid  at  the  7  th  verfe,  to  blow 
upon  all  flefti,  which  is  as  grafs.  He  fliall  make  them 
feel  the  irrefiftible  power  of  his  difpleafure,  whereby 
they  fliall  be  fuddenly  driven  from  tneir  ftation, 
which  they  fliall  not  be  able  to  refume.  Though 
they  appeared  to  thofe  who  obferved  them,  to  fpread 
like  a  green  bay  tree,  and  to  be  firmly  eftabliflied  in 
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their  places,  yet  the  Almighty  by  the  operations  of 
his  word,  providence,  and  Spirit,  (hall  caufe  them: 
to  wither  and  decay.  They  fhall  quickly  be  con- 
fumed,  and  perifli. — As  ihe  whirlwind^  &c.  which 
blows  with  great  violence,  in  a  circular  dire^Uon, 
ftrongly  agitates^  every  thing  within  its  reach, 
and  throws  them  out  of  their  places  ;  in  like  man- 
ner, the  tempert  of  God's  anger  fhall  drive  wicked 
great  men  from  tjieir  ftation,  with  equal  eafe  as  the 
whirlwind  or  llorm  fcatters  the  dry  and  light  Hubble. 
Suppofing  that  we  now  perceive  the  import  of 
the  words,  let  us  next  attend  to  the  defign  for  which 
they  are  introduced.  They  are  intended  to.  Ihew, 
that  none  who  are  c^alled  gods  are  worthy  to  be 
Compared  to  the  living  and  true  God,  of  whom 
it  is  altogether  abfurd  to  form  any  refemblance, 
and  therefore  that  idolatry  is  vain  and  foolifh  in 
the  extreme. — That  the  God  of  Iliael  is  infinitely 
ipore  excellent,  and  highly  exalted  above  the  princes 
and  judges  of  the  earth,  who  are  honoured  with  the 
name  of  gods ;  that  he  divefts  them  of  their  dignity, 
and  cafts  them  down  root  and  branch  in  one  day. 
Many  inftances  of  this  kind  are  recorded  in  hiftory ; 
fomc  very  remarkable  ones  are  mentioned  in  Scrips 
ture.  The  Chaldeans  took  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah 
captive,  they  flew  his  fons  in  his  fight,  they  put  out 
his  eyes,  they  bouiid  him  with  fetters,  and  carried 
him  to  Babylon.  The  Roman  hiflorians  relate,  that 
in  the  flourilhing  flate  of  the  commonwealth,  van- 
quifhed  princes  were  dethroned,  and  dragged  in 
triumph  at  the  chariot-wheels  of  the  conquerors. 
Such  examples  as  thefe,  clearly  demonfirate  the  truth 
of  what  is  faid  m  this  verfe  by  the  infpired  writer. 

25  To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  me,  or 
fhall  I  be  equal  ?  faith  the  Holy  One. 

Having  fhcwn  the  egregious  folly,  and  the  flupi- 
dity  of  idolaters,  the  Prophet,  in  the  name  of  God, 
again  afks  the  queftions  propofed  in  verfe  \  8.  nearly 
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in  the  feme  terms,  to  convince  them  that  there  are 
none  in  heaven,  or  in  earth,  that  can  either  be  hkened 
or  equalled  to  Jehovah,  There  is  doubtlefs  fome  kind 
of  refemblance  betwixt  the  faculties  of  the  human 
mind,  and  the  nature  and  perfeftions  of  God,  but  that 
likeneis  cannot  be  defcribed  by  any  portrait  or  i- 
mage  whatfoever.  And  though  according  to  our 
ideas,  there  is  fome  fimilitude  betwixt  thofe  who 
we  inverted  with  offices  of  diftlnguiftied  dignity, 
and  the  charafters  which  are  afcribed  to  God,  yet 
there  are  none  who  bear  any  proportion  to  him,  and 
who  can  claim  equality  to  him.  Indeed,  compari- 
fons  of  this  fort,  rather  obfcure  than  illuftrate  the 
infinite  majefty  of  God  ;  and  therefore  to  make  ido- 
laters feniible  of  their  arrogance  and  impiety,  they 
are  challenged  to  produce  any  likenefs,  any  equal 
unto  him,  who  is  the  Holy  One ;  perfettly  free  from 
all  manner  of  impurity,  who  hateth  fm,  and  loveth 
righteoufnefs,  who  dwelleth  in  hght  inacceflible,  and 
full  of  glory,  and  by  the  excellence  and  fublimity 
of  his  nature,  is  highly  exalted  above  all  bleffing  and 
praife, 

26  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  high,  and  behold 
who  hath  created  thelb  tbitigSy  that  bringeth 
out  their  hbft  by  number :  he  calleth  them 
all  by  names,  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  might, 
for  that  he  is  ftrong  in  power  ;  not  one  faileth. 

That  you  be  thoroughlyconvinced  of  the  tran- 
fcendent  excellence  and  glory  of  the  Holy  Onfe  of 
Ifrael,  attentively  furvey  his  wonderful  works  of 
creation  and  providence.  Steadily  contempkte  the 
celeftial  orbs,  all  of  which,  his  power  fonned,  and 
placed  in  their  feveral  ftations,  and  each  of  which 
he  continually  upholds  in  beautii'ul  order,  and  you 
may  be  fatisHed  that  they  were  not  made  by  one  of 
whom  you  can  form  any  ju(t  likenefs. '  If  you  have 
not  learned  this  important  truth,  by  confidering  the 
foundations  of  j:he  earth,  O^ou  may  know  it  by  view- 
ing 
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ing  aright  the  fplendid  magnificent  canopy  of  heaven^ 
Other  creatiires  look  downward  to  the  earth,  you 
are  fo  formed  that  you  can  look  up  to  the  heavens 
with  eafe  and  pleafure.  Behold  them  then,  fo  as  to 
think  of  the  caufe  whereby  th^y  were  produced,  the 
puipofes  for  which  they  were  defigned^  and  the  ef- 
fecls  which  they  generate.  Confider  who  contrived 
and  ereded  that  ftupendous  ftrudtvire.  Thcfe  im- 
meafurable  heavens,  furely  did  not  give  to  themfelves 
exillence,  nor  were  they  made  by  a  fortuitous  con- 
courfe  of  atoms.  They  are  the  workmanlhip  of  an 
eternal,  omnipotent,  intelligent  Being,  polTeffing  in- 
finite wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  power,  whofe  magniii* 
cence  4nd  glory  no  terveftrial  objedl  can  adumbrate. 
— The  fubjeft  is  amplified  with  peculiar  elegance 
and  beauty  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe. 

That  bnngeth  out  their  hoft  by  number.  What  an 
aflonilhing  difplay  of  knowledge  and  power,  tar  fur- 
palling  human  comprehenfion.  The  Almighty  not 
only  brings  forth  the  fun,  who  rules  by  day,  but  alfo 
thofe  bright  orbs,  which  glitter  by  night  in  the 
fpangled  firmament  on  high;  not  only  the  larger, 
but  the  leilef  ones ;  and  thofe  which  on  account  of 
their  immenfe  diftances,  cannot  be  feen  but  by  the 
affiftance  of  teldcopes.  .The  exad  number  of  the 
celeftial  luminaries,  and  each  individual  ftar  that 
ihines  throughout  the  whole  vaidt  of  heaven,  the 
Lord  perfeclly  knoweth,  and  hringeth  them  forth  • 
every  one  at  his  appointed  time. — tie  calleth  them  all 
by  names.  Having  the  moll  accurate  acquaintance 
with  their  magnitude,  their  properties,  their  ftation, 
and  influence,  he  caufes  them  to  know  his  pleafure, 
and  to  obey  his  voice. — tiotonejailetb  to  yield  prwnpt 
obedience  to  the  iuws  of  th6  Creator,  but  every  one 
obferves  the  time,  the  place,  the  order,  infinite  wif- 
dom  hath  afligned  to  him.  Indeed  obfervation  and 
experience  clearly  teach,  that  all  the  creatures,  ani- 
mate,  and  inanimate,  in  heaven,  and  on  earth  pimc- 
tually  obey  the  commands  of  the  great  Lord  of  all.—* 
This  is  owing  to  the  ^reatnefs  of  his  might,  &c.   The 
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eternal  God,  not  only  formed  all  the  hoft  of  heavcnt 
but  he  makes  them  invariably  to  obferve  the  lawtf 
he  hath  given  them  with  the  utmoft  harmony  and 
conftancy .  This  is  truly  aftonifhing,  and  muft  be  attri- 
buted foldy  to  the  mighty  power  of  God,  By  this  for- 
cible argument,  om- Prophet  expofesthe  folly  and  vani- 
ty of  idolatry,  which  is  one  chief  obftacle  that  obftrocto 
the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  JefusChrift  by  tho 
preaching  of  the  gofpel-*— Dearly  beloved,  flee  from 
idolatry,  is  the  exhortation  of  an  apoftle,  with  which 
I  conclude  this  article,  and  preis  your  compliance 
with  the  defign  of  the  Prophet  in  this  portion  of  his 
difcourfe.  Avoid  not  only  grofs  idolatry,  but  that 
more  refined  fpccies  of  it ;  which,  though  it  may  ap- 
pear lels  fhockmg,  is  not  leis  repugnant  to  the  fpirit 
of  Chriilianity,  Though  you  render  not  reli^us 
homage  to  an  idol,  yet  if  you  love,  and  ferve*  land 
truft  to  any  objed,  whither  in  a  manner  more  or  lefs 
abfurd,you  put  the  creature  in  place  of  the  Ci-eator, 
you  are  guilty  of  idolatry,  the  folly  and  wickednels 
of  which,  we  have  attempted  to  expofe. 

27  Why  fayeft  thou,  O  Jacob,  and  fpeakeft, 
O  Ifraely  my  way  is  hid  from  the  LORD,  and 
my  judgment  is  pafl'ed  over  from  my  God  ? 

Ifaiah  proceeds  to  the  pradlical  improvement  of 
the  above  difcourfe,  with  a  view  to  conible  the  de- 
jeded  people  of  God,  and  to  expoftulate  with  them 
relpeding  their  unbelief  in  the  gracious  prefence  and 
tender  care  of  Jehovah,  of  which,  m  various  cafes, 
they  are  apt  to  entertain  groundlefs  fufpicions.  The 
cotnplamt  which  gave  occafion  to  the  following  com- 
fuitable  truths,  firll  demands  attention. — ^The  words 
before  us,  ^re  addreiled  to  Jacob  and  to  Ifracl.  Thefe 
were  ttie  hames  of  the  youngeil  of  the  patria^cl^ 
liaac's  two  Ions,  and  were  afterward  given  to  his  po* 
ftcrity,  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  under  the  former 
dilpenlation,  who  typified  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift 
finder  the  New  Teitament,  comprehending  all  who 
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are  Ifraelites  indeed,  to;whoiri  the  Lord  is  truly  good. 
To  fuch  this  challenge  is  direfted,  Why  fajeji  thou 
^&c.  that  all  the  difpenlktions  of  providence  and  grace 
with  which  you  are  connefted,  appear  fo  intricate 
and  inexplicable,  that  you  cannot  attain  any  com- 
fortable acquaintance  with  them ;  that  God  doth  not 
feem  to  regard  your  condition,  and  to  manifeft  his 
tender  care  of  you,  but  afts  toward  you  as  if  your 
forlorn  circumftances  were  unknown  to  him,  This^ 
mournful  complaint  is  adopted  by  them  that  fear 
the  Lord,  on  one  or  other  of  the  three  following  ac- 
count :  \Jly  When  they  do  not  perceive  the  pro- 
curing caufes  from  whence  their  troubles  proceed. 
This  perplexing  circumftance,  greatly  increafes  their 
tmeafinefs,  and  induces  them  to  requeft  with  Job, 
that  God  would  (hew  them  wherefore  he  contendeth 
with  them. — 2i//y,  When  they  do  not  difcovet  the 
important  purpolcs  to  which  they  are  efpecially  di- 
reded.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  particular  ends  which 
afflidlions  are  fent  to  accomplifli,  augments  not  a  lit- 
tle the  preffure  of  dittrefs,  and  difpofes  good  people 
to  bemoan  themfelves,  in  the  language  of  the  dejed-  ^ 
ed  church,  *  He  hath  hedged  me  about  that  I  can- 
*,  not  get  out  *.*  I  can  neither  fee  the  reafon^  nor 
the  end  of  my  affidion ;  my  way  feems  to  be  hid 
from  the  Lord. — 3^/^,  When  they  do  not  difcem 
what  is  prcfent  duty.  Notwithftanding  the  blefled 
God  hath  clearly  taught  in  his  word,  what  he  re- 
quires, yet  there  are  particular  fituations  wherem 
the  beft  of  men  have  been  pferplexed,  as  to  what 
courfe  they  ought  to  folbw.  In  fuch  cafes,  they 
have  faid  with  the  good  king  of  Judah,  we  know  not 
what  to  do ;  and  have  lamented  that  their  way  was 
hid  from  the  Lord. 

The  way  of  Jacob  and  Ifrael,  may  denote,  in  the 
figurative  fenfe  of  the  expreffion,  their  manner  of 
life,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  their  condition ;  the 
temper  of  their  mind,  and  the  tenor  of  their  conduft 
Jpoward  God,  under  the  difpenfauons  of  his  providence; 

and 
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and  toward  men  in  their  feveral  capacities  and  rela- 
tions in  life.  It  compriies  not  only  the  external  Adlions, 
but  tlie  internal  operations  ot'  the  heart,  the  princi- 
ples from  whence  mens  conduft  proceeds,  the  ends 
to  which  it  is  direfted,  and  the  difpofitions  whereby 
it  is  influenced, — In  this  fenfe,  the  word  is  often  ufed 
in  fcripture,  as  where  Job  acknowleges, '  He  knpweth 

*  the  way  that  I  take  *.' — Or,  the  way  of  Ifrael  may 
fignify,  not  the  courfe  which  they  purfued,  but  the 
difpenfations  of  God's  providence  and  grace  toward 
them,  his  manner  of  ading  with  refpedl  to  them  as 
their  God.  This  is  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  word 
where  the  Lord  faith,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  *  Hear^ 

*  0  Ifrael,  is  not  my  way  equal  f  ? — ^According  to 
the  former  interpretation,  the  complaint  intimates, 
not  that  they  imagined  the  omnifcient  God,  who 
underftands  mens  ways,  and  compaflTes  their  paths, 
w^  ignorant  of  their  conduft,  for  an  abiding  con- 
vidion  of  the  divine  prefence  and  infpedion,  diftin- 
guiihes  the  fervants  of  God,  from  thofe  who  fay, 

*  The  Lord  fhall  not  fee,  neither  doth  the  God  of 

*  Jacob  conlider.'  It  only  exprefles  the  apprehcnfion 
they  had,  that  the  Moft  High  feemed  to  negleS  and 
difregard  their  prefent  alHidive  circumftances ;  that 
he  did  not  difplay  that  vigilance  and  care  of  them 
they  were  taught  to  expeft,  nor  aiforded  them  re- 
lief agreeable  to  his  projnife.  According  to  the  lat- 
ter explanation  this  doleful  lamentation  may  import, 
that  in  their  view,  the  Lord  did  not  notice  their  di- 
ftrefled  condition,  that  he  did  not  Ihew  them  tender 
companion  in  the  time  of  their  calamity,  nor  granted 
them  cxpeded  fupport  and  deliverance.  In  both 
views  the  meaning  is  nearly  the  fame. 

And  my  judgment  is  faffed  over  from  my  Cod.  This 
complaint  does  not,  I  fuppofe,  charge  God  with  in- 
juftice  in  his  difpenfations ;  for  the  Almighty  will 
not  pervert  judgment :  it  only  indicates  that  the 
reafons  of  the  divine  procedure  toward  thofe  who 
ufed  this  language  were  not  underftood.  From  hence 
defpondcncy  and  dejedion  deduced  this  unfair  infc, 

rence, 
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lence,  that  fufficient  grounds  could  not  be  affigned 
to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God.  My  judgment,  my 
juft  right  and  c^ifc,  which  I  expefted  on  all  occa- 
fions,  my  God  would  have  been  attentive  to  maintain, 
feems  to  be  deferted  by  him,  and  to  have  pafled  0- 
ver  without  his  notice.  My  God,  whom  I  have  cbo- 
fen  for  my  all-fuificient  friend  and  portion,  into 
whofe  hands  I  committed  all  my  concerns,  no  longer 
regards  my  deplorable  condition,  defers  to  grant  n^y 
fupplication,  and  to  extricate  me  from  perplexity 
and  diftrefs.— -Such  was  the  difconfolate  temper  of 
many  of  the  people  of  God,  in  the  period  which  m^ 
mediately  preceded  the  ereftion  of  the  Mefliah's 
kingdom,  the  overthrow  of  the  empire  of  Satan,  and 
the  extirpation  of  idolatry.  In  a  ftate  fomewbat 
fimilar  to  that  which  hath  been  defcribed,  doth  the 
difciples  of  Jefus  Chriil  fomctimes  find  tliemfelves^ 
when  waiting  for  the  more  full  manifeftation  of  bis 
kingdom,  the  accompliihment  of  his  promife$,  and 
when  labouring  under  afOidions  and  difcouragements 
of  various  kinds.  To  you,  the  following  coiifolatory 
difcourfe  is  addrelTed. 

28  Haft  thou  not  known  ?  haft  thou  not 
heard,  that  the  everlafting  God,  the  LORD^ 
the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth 
not,  neither  is  weary  ?  tbcre  is  no  fearching 
of  his  underftanding. 

The  confolation  adminiftcred  in  die  firft  part  of 
this  verfe,  is  well  fuited  to  difinifs  the  complaint 
which  it  is  intended  to  jemove ;  and  that  contained 
in  the  latter  part,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  by  whom  the  complaint  is  pre- 
ferred, whilft  both  are  fitted  to  check  dcipondency 
and  incr^J  Julity. — Ha^  thou  not  known  ?  haft  thou  not 
learned  from  principles  of  found  reafon  and  under- 
ftanding, which  foM  ought  to  have  induftrioufly  in- 
vcftigated  ? — Haft  thou  not  heard  in  the  inftrudions 
you  have  received  from  your  teachers,  and  from  the 
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traditions  of  the  fathers,  to  which  you  fhould  have 
diligently  attended?  After  having  enjoyed  many  im- 
portant advantages,  having  read  and  heard  much  con- 
cerning God,  you  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  fundamental  dodlrines  of  religion. — The  charac- 
ters here  afcribed  to  God  firfl:  demand  our  attention. 
He  is  everlafting,  without  beginning  and  without 
end.  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  per- 
manent in  duration,  which  cannot  be  meafured,  aug- 
mented, or  diminifticd. ,  When  we  attempt  to  trace 
the  exiftence  of  CJod  beyond  the  creation  of  the 
world,  we  lofe  ourfelves  in  the  imfathomable  depths 
of  eternity.  When  we  endeavour  to  penetrate  the 
mod  remote  futurity,  we  again  lofe  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  abyfs,  and  perceive  that  as  God  had  no  begin- 
ning, fo  neither  can  he  have  any  end.  Before  the 
heavens  were  ftretched  out,  before  the  earth  was 
formed,  before  a  compafs  was  fet  to  the  face  of  the 
depth,  or  the  mountams  were  brought  forth,  even 
from  everlafting  to  everlafting  he  is  God.  And  after 
the  heavens  Ihall  be  diflblved,  the  earth  deftroyed, 
the  mountains  confumed,  and  there  ihall  be  no  more 
fea,  he  will  always  be  the  everlafting  God. — The 
next  defignation  is, 

The  Lordy  who  was,  who  is,  and  who  is  to  come  ; 
the  eternal,  felf-exiftent,  immutable  God,  who  gave- 
exiftence  to  the  univerfe,  and  continually  upholds 
all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power.  Until  the  days 
of  Mofes,  the  import  of  this  glorious  title,  peculiar 
to  the  Almighty,  was  not  often  ufed,  nor,  I  fuppofe, 
well  underftood.  Under  this  name,  expreffive  of  in- 
finite majefty  and  power,  he  made  himlelf  known  to 
his  faithful  fervant  when  he  thus  fpake,  I  am  that  I 
AM ;  and  ever  fince  that  memorable  period  this  hath 
been  his  memorial  throughout  all  generations. — The 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth;  who  formed  not  only 
the  middle  of  the  earth,  which  the  Ifraelites  reckon- 
ed to  be  the  land  of  Judea,  but  the  whole  large 
fphere,  with  its  utmofE  extremities,  and  moft  remote 
regions.     By  his  omnipotent  word  he  gave  being  to 
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this  terredrial  globe,  2md  all  that  it  contains;  he  ^ve 
to  eveiy  thing,  of  every  kind,  its  fliape,  fize,  and  co- 
lour,, with  all  the  quaUties  it  poflefles.  To  every  crea- 
ture he  affigned  its  fituation,  he  determined  the  pur- 
pofes  it  was  to  ferve,  the  revolutions  throvigh  which 
it  was  to  pais;  he  linked  them  together  in  beautiful 
order,  connexion,  and  fubordination,  fo  as  to  form 
that  aftonilhing  variety  which  is  confpipuous  through^- ' 
out  the  whole  earth  j  and  ilill  he  continues  to  pre- 
ferve  and  dired  them. — Of  this  everlafting  God  the 
Lord  it  is  affirmed,  that  he 

Fainteth  not,  neither  is  vjeary.  Men  become  faint 
and  wxary ,  when  through  great  continued  exertion, 
theu*  ftrength  and  fpirits  are  fo  exhaufted,  that  they 
are  unable  to  ad  any  longer,  until  they  are  recruit- 
ed by  means  of  reft,  food,  and  fleep.  The  gods  of 
tlie  heathen  were  confidered  by  their  votaries  as  lia- 
ble to  be  tired  and  fatigued;  hence  the  prophet  Eli- 
jah, infulting  over  the  priefts  of  Baal  when  he  an- 
fwered  them  not,  bade  them  *  cry  aloud ;  for  either 

*  he  is  talking,  or  he  is  purfuing,  or  he  is  in  a  jour- 

*  ney,  or  peradventure  he  fleepeth,  and  muft  be  a- 
'  waked  *.'  Though  we  be  fumilhed  with  matter, 
with  inftruments,  with  time,  and  a  plan  of  operation, 
yet  it  often  happens,  that  ere  the  work  be  finiihed 
we  are  much  exhaufted  and  very  fatigued.  In  this 
refpefl  the  Lord  God  doth  not  at  all  refemble  the 
creatures  that  he  hath  made.  After  having  perform- 
ed the  moll  ftupcndous  works,  wherein  he  hath  ex- 
hibited illuftrious  difplays  of  his  glory,  and  having 
fuftained  and  delivered  his  church  in  former  ages,  he 
never  is  fubjeft  to  the  fmalleft  languor  or  laffitude. 
He  executes  with  perfedl  eafe  the  moft  arduous  en- 
terprifesj  and  after  they  aie  accomphIhed,his  ftrength 
is  never  in  the  leaft  impaired,  his  powers  of  operation 
are  inftnite  and  inexhauftible.  His  hand  is  not  ftiort- 
ened  that  he  cannot  fave,  nor  is  he  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  weary  of  fupporting  his  people  under  the  pref- 
fure  of  afiiidion. 

7berc 
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fhef0  h  m /earthing  of  hit  under/landing,  ^th  is 
the  perfeftion  and  extent  of  his  knowledge,  that  nb^ 
thing  can  poffibly  efcape  his  notice.-  Such  is  his  con^ 
fummate  judgment  and  univerikl  intelligence,  that 
we  can  no  more  comprehend  them  than  we  Can  mea- 
fore  fpace  without  limits,  or  number  the  days  of  e- 
tcmity.  What  admirable  difplays  of  the  infinitude 
of  God^s  underftanding  do  we  Contemplate  in  the  di- 
vine government,  every  part  of  which  is  fo  adjufted 
as  to  advance  the  glory  of  Jehi^vah,  and  the  benefit 
of  them  that  love  him.  How  glorioufly  is  it  mani- 
fefted  in  the  work  of  redemption,  wherein  bfe  hath 
abounded  toward  us  in  allwifdom  and  prudence;  in 
fubduing  men  vmto  his  obedience,  and  preferving 
them  f^,  amid  all  their  dejedlions  and  difcourage- 
metits,  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  —The  confideration 
of  thefe  charafters  peculiar  to  Jehovah,  ought  to  in- 
duce his  people  to  patient  fubmiflion  to  his  will,  to 
conftant  dependence  upon  him  for  fcxfonable  relief, 
who  knows  beft:  at  what  time,  and  in  what  manner, 
it  may  be  adminiftered  tb  the  higheft  advantage. 
Such  views  of  God  ought  to  filence  every  murmur- 
ing complaint  refpefting  the  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence and  grace.  The  eternity,  the  omnipotence, 
the  immutability,  and  Underftanding  of  the  Mcift 
High,  ought  to  difpel  the  perplexing  fears  of  his 
people,  and  to  excite  their  confidence  in  his  mercy 
and  love:  The  recoUeftion  of  the  amiable  perfec- 
tions of  God,  to  Whofe  fervice  they  are  devoted;  and 
the  reviving  affurance  that  he  will  not  fail  in  due 
time  to  afford  them  all  neceflary  fupport  and  confo- 
lation,  fliould  diffipate  their  fufpicions  and  difquie- 
tude«. 

29  He  giveth  power  to  the  fiiint :  and  to 
tbem  that  have  no  might  he  increafeth  ftrength. 

Another  ground  of  comfort  to  the  dejeded  fervants 
of  God  is  here  fuggefted,  namely,  that  he  feafonrfbly* 
imparts  neceffary  ftrength  to  the  weak  and  infirm, 

who 
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who  are  the  peculiar  objeAs  of  his  tender  regard  and 
attentive  care.  Though  he  may  feem  for  a  time  to 
negled  them,  when  confiiding  with  various  diftem- 
pers,  and  to  decline  gratifying  their  expedations, 
yet  he  will  affuredly  uphold  them,  and  preferve  their 
faith  from  failing.  Various  caufes  may  contribute 
to  reduce  the  upright  among  men  to  the  feeble  ftate 
in  which  they  are  reprefented  in  the  words  imdcr 
confideration ;  fuch  as  bodily  diftrefs,  remaining  cor-, 
ruptions,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  human  heart,  the 
number  and  atrocity  of  their  fins,  difquietudeofcon- 
fcience,  difmaying  fears  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  un* 
expeded  calamities,  difappointed  defires  ©f  promifed 
bleflings,  the  want  of  neceflary  divine  fupport,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  grace.  On  thefe  and  fimilar  ac- 
counts, they  become  languid,  feeble,  and  faint  in 
their  minds.  When  in  this  ftate  He  who  faintetl^ 
not,  neither  is  weary,  giveth  them  power,  and  increa- 
feth  ftrength.  When  lamenting  with  the  church  of 
old,  that  their  ftrength  and  their  hope  isperiflied  from 
the  Lord,  he  brings  to  their  remembrance  the  years, 
of  the  right  hand  of  the  Moft  High,  former  expe- 
riences of  his  mercy  and  loving  kindnefs.  He  make$ 
his  grace  fufficient  for  them,  and  perfefts  ftrength  in 
their  weaknefs ;  he  caufes  them  to  revive  from  their 
decayed  condition  ;  he  enables  them  to  repel  temp- 
tations, to  fuftain  afHidions,  to  improve  privileges,  to 
perform  duties,  to  exercife  grace,  and  to  make  pro- 
grefs  in  the  fpiritual  life. — This  comfortable  tr\itli,  of 
which  I  have  now  been  treating,  is  clearly  eftablifhed 
in  the  holy  fcriptures ;  it  is  amply  confirmed  by  tlie 
experience  of  the  faints  in  all  ages,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  encouragement  of  thofe  who  have  no 
might  whereon  they  depend.  Ought  not  this  blefied 
declaration  to  invigorate  as  under  all  our  weaknefles, 
and  to  animate  us  in  all  our  addrefles  to  the  throne 
of  grace.  Let  us  be  inftant  and  eameft  in  prayer  to 
God,  that  when  weak  in  ourfelves,  he  may  grant  im- 
to  us  to  be  ftrengthened  with  all  might,  according  to 
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nis  glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and  long-fiiffer- 
ing,  with  joyfulnefs, 

30  Even  the  youths  (hall  faint  and  be  wea- 
ry, and  the  young  men  fliall  utterly  fall. 

The  confolatory  truth  contained  in  the  preceding 
vcrfe,  is  in  thefe  words  illuftrated  and  coniirmed,  by 
a  circumftance  from  whence  it  derives  confiderable 
advantage.  A  ftriking  difparity  is  fpecified  to  lubfift 
betwixt  thofe  who  are  in  the  vigour  of  their  ftrength, 
whofe  abilities  are  unimpaired,  and  who  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity  make  the  greeted  exertions,  and  the 
feeble  of  them  that  fear  the  Lord ;  and  the  prefe- 
rence is  decidedly  given  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
Young  men,  though  they  feldom  complain  of  weari- 
ncis  and  lafiltude,  yet  if  they  too  lon;^  perfifl:  in  hard 
labour,  or  in  contendinj^  with  oppolicion,  they  feel 
themfelves  not  a  little  fatigued  ;  whereas  thofe  who 
wait  upon  the  Lord  far  excel  them  ;  for  by  means  of 
all  their  fpiritual  exercifes  they  recover  new  ftrength, 
and  acquire  greater  aftivity  and  vigour.  The  moral 
inftrucUon  conveyed  by  the  remark  before  us  feems 
to  be,  that  though  young  men,  through  great,  long- 
continued  exertion,  may  grow  feeble  and  faint ;  yet 
thofe  •who  wait  on  God,  and  are  fupported  by  his 
grace,  fliall  be  kept  from  fainting  under  the  greateft 
lufferings  and  trials.  In  this  reJped:  they  maintain  a 
confpicuous  fuperiority  to  tlie  moll  adive  and  hardy 
of  the  funs  of  men;  they  have  refources  from  whence 
they  derive  fupport  and  eilabli lament,  to  which  un- 
godly people  arc  entire  ftrangers.  Who  that  looks 
abroad  into  the  world  hath  not  obferved  this  truth 
remarkably  verified  ?  Have  not  you,  brethren,  feen 
youag,  ftrong,  enterpnfing  pc  rfons  balUed  in  all  their 
attempts,  vmable  to  attain  tlni  ends  they  had  in  view; 
i^hihl  they  who  have  no  might,  through  the  grace 
of  the  Mofl;  Hij^h,  are  prcferved  from  fainting  by  be- 
lieving the  goodncfs  of  the  Lord,  in  the  land  of  the 
living  ? 

31  But 
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31  Bat  they  that  wait  on  the  LORD  fliall 
renew  their  ftrength ;  they  Ihall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  (hall  run  and  not 
\}t  weary;  andxhty  (hall  walk  and  not  faint. 

The  preferable  ftate  of  the  people  of  God*  to  that 
of  other  men  is  in  thefe  words  beautifully  amplified 
and  illuftrated.  Thofe  who  are  fpoken  of  are  thus 
charaderifed  in  the  firft  part  of  the  veife,  they  that 
wait  on  the  Lord,  This  placid  difpofition  of  mind 
jdways  fuppofes  fome  delay  on  the  part  of  the  great 
perfon  whofe  appearance  and  intcrpofition  is  expec- 
ted.  It  (tands  in  direA  oppofition  to  raftinefs  and 
precipitancy,  which  is  often  introdudlory  to  weari- 
nefs,  to  impatience  and  fretfulnefs,  that  frequently 
terminate  in  fhame  and  confufion  of  face^  Ir  con- 
fifts  in  holy  ferenity  of  foul,  arifing  from  hfearty  acqui- 
cfcence  in  the  divine  good  pleafure,  and-  cordial  fub- 
miffion  to  whatfoever  God  fees  proper  to  appoint ; 
united  with  lively  expedation  of  his  mercy,  and  fuch 
ardent  defires  after  him  as  the  traveller  feels*  for  the 
cooling  (hade,  and  the  hireliilg  for  the  fhadows^  of 
the  evening.  It  difpofes  to  ftudy  univerfd  confor- 
mity to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and  a  diligent  impmve- 
ment  of  the  inftituted  means,  to  which  he  is  pleafed 
to  grant  his  prefence  and  blefling.  As  in  temporal, 
fo  in  fpiritual  matters,  God  hath  appointed  one  thing 
to  be  the  way  of  attaining  to  another.  The  miflifby 
of  the  word,  meditation,  and  prayer,  are  the  means  of 
obtaining  the  great  objeftsof  his  peoples  defires;  and 
in  this  view  they  afliduoufly  attend  upon  thcrn^  with 
the  hope  of  therein  meeting  with  God.  Suth,  if  I 
miftake  not,  is  the  import  of  waiting  on  the  Lord,  of 
wliich  I  have  had  repeated  occa(ion  to  fpcak  in  our 
progrefs  through  thefe  prophecies.— Perfons  ot  this 
defcription 

Shall  renew  their  Jirength.  Their  powers  that  had 
been  weakened  by  various  diftrelTes,  (hall  recover 
new  life  and  vigour.  Their  underftandings  (hall  dif- 
cem  more  clearly  the  truths  and  ways  of  God ;  they 

fliall 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  3 1 .    PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  ^55 

fliali  acquire  larger  aaeafures  of  pradical  wifdom  and 
prudence,  and  be  more  habitually  inclined  than  for- 
jnerly  to  do  the  wUl  of  the  Lord.  Being  delivered 
from  perplexity  and  difquietude,  their  affedions  fliali 
become  more  pure  and  lively,  and  every  part  of  duty 
fludl  be  performed  with  greater  alacrity.  Their  fj^ri- 
tualftrength,  which  had  been  much  impaired,  (haU  b^ 
fo  renoviated,  that  they  fliali  be  thoroughly  fumiflied 
for  every  good  work.  Finding  their  infirmities  help- 
ed  by  the  Spirit  of  might,  they  fliali  take  up  the 
crofs  affigned  to  them  with  firmnefs  and  fortitude^ 
and  proceed  with  frefli  vigour  in  the  good  ways  of 
the  Lord.  They  fliali  walk  in  the  light  of  God'$ 
countenance ;  in  his  name  fliali  they  rejoice  all  the 
day,  and  in  his  righteoufnefe  fliali  thev  be  exalted; 
for  he  is  the  glory  of  their  ftrcngth,  jJThough  their 
beginning  was  but  fmall,  theur  latter  end  fliali  great- 
ly  increafe.  How  reviving  the  aflurance !  *  Be  of  good 
'  courage,  then ;  wait  on  the  Lord,  and  he  Ihall 
*  ftrengthen  thine  heart ;  wait,  I  fay,  upon  .  the 
'  Lord  *.' — In  confequence  whereof, 

Tbiy  /bali  mount  up  on  winp  as  eagles,  &c.  Three 
diflferent  progreflive  motions  are  here  mentioned,  de- 
fcriptive  of  the  fpiritual  exercifes  of  the  fervants  of 
God. — I  ft.  They  Jball  mount  up.  Having  laid  afide 
every  weight  which  prefled  them  down  to  the  cartt^ 
their  hearts  and  affedions  fliali  rife  toward  heaven, 
feeking  thofe  things  which  are  above.  With  unre- 
ftrained  freedom,  as  in  their  proper  element,  they 
ftiall  make  fwift  progrefs  toward  thofe  celeftial  ob- 
jcds,  to  the  enjoyment  of  which  they  bend  their 
courfe  with  pleaiure  and  agility.  The  elevation  of 
their  minds  to  things  fpiritual  and  divine  is  compared 
to  the  rapid  lofty  flight  oY  the  eagle.  In  the  lively 
exercife  of  feith,  hope,  and  delightful  contempla- 
tion, their  affedlions  Ihalt  foar  on  high  toward  God, 
CHI  whom  terminates  their  moil  intenfe  defires  and 
fuprcme  delight. — idly.  They  Jhall  run  and  not  be 
w€ary.  They  fliali  proceed  with  adivity  and  dili- 
gence 
♦  Pfal.  xxvii.  14. 
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gence  in  the  way  of  bod's  commandments,  follow- 
ing hard  after  him  with  'unremitting  afliduity,  as 
their  chief  good  and  all-fufficient  portion.  In  this 
courfe  they  fhall  perfeveringly  hold  on,  not  weary- 
ing in  welldoing,  knowing  that  in  due  time,  they 
Ihall  reap  if  they  faint  not. — 3dly ,  They  Jhall  ivalk 
and  not  faint.  With  a  Heady,  uniform,  progreffive 
pace  Ihall  they  advance  in  the  ways  of  God,  in  the 
praclice  of  piety  and  juftice,  of  mercy  and  benevo- 
lence, fludying  univerfal  conformity  to  the  will  of 
the  Lord,  in  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions.  Deeply 
fenfible  of  their  own  infufficiency,  and  their  need  of 
divine  iriftrudion  and  affiftance,  they  adopt  the  ear- 
neft  requefl  of  the  man  according  to  God's  own  heart. 

*  Teach  me,  O  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  precepts,  and  I 

*  Ihall  keep  it  unto  the  end.     Give  me  undei-ftand- 

*  ing,  and  I  Ihall  keep  thy  law  ;  yea,  I  Ihall  obferve 

*  it  with  my  whole  heart.     Make  me  to  go  in  the 

*  path  of  thy  commandments ;    for  therein  do  I  de- 

*  light  *.'  Thuji  inftmfted  and  aflifted,  they  pro- 
ceed without  fainting  toward  the  heavenly  and  bet- 
ter country.  Inltead  of  being  enfeebled  by  conftant 
exertion,  they  acquire  new  life  and  vigour,  they  are 
renewed  day  by  day,  they  go  from  ftrengthto  ftrength, 
until  they  appear  perfeft  before  God  in  Zion.  As 
bees  go  from  flower  to  flower,  in  queft  of  provifion  ; 
fo  the  faithful  go  from  ordinance  to  ordinance,  from 
duty  to  duty,  by  means  of  which  they  attain  new  de- 
grees of  grace  and  ftrength,  and  receive  frefti  encou- 
ragement to  go  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

How  reviving  the  confolation  adminiftered  to  the 
dejefted  people  of  God,  who,  *  though  troubled  on  e- 

*  very  lide,  yet  are  not  diftreflfed,  though  perplexed, 

*  yet  not  in  defpair,  perfecuted,  but  not  forfaken,  caft 

*  down,  but  not  dcftiroyed  f .'  Wh^lft  other  men, 
fumiilied  with  many  important  advantages,  languifli 
and  decay,  the  faints,  in  confequence  of  the  divine 
fupport  afibrded  them,  fhall  hold  on  their  way,  whe- 
ther befet  with  thorns  or  ftrewed  with  flowers.  Un- 
der 

♦  Pfal.  cxix.  33,  34,  ^s.         f  2  Cor.  iv.  8,  9. 
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der  the  prefllireof  afflidion,  temptatbn,  and  we^k- 
nefs,  the  Lord  will  not  forfake  them ;  but  in  every 
cafe  he  will  fupport  them  by  the  power  of  his  grace, 
and  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  favour.  We  therefore  con- 
clude with  the  words  of  the  Song  for  the  Sabbath 
day,  *  The  righteous  fliall  flourifh  like  the  palm  tree, 

*  he  ihall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon ;  thofe  that 

*  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ih^  flourifh  ia 

*  the  courts  of  our  God  *.* — The  above  predi<3ions 
pr  promifes  that  have  been  verified  in  manifold  in- 
fiances  in  every  age  of  the  church,  were  remarkably 
^complifhed  at  the  time  the  Jews  returned  from 
captivity  at  Babylon ;  and  ftill  more  eminently  in 
the  apoftolic  age,  when  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of 
God,  being  endowed  with  the  Spirit  of  power,  and 

'  animated  by  faith  arid  hope,  fubmitted  with  amazing 
fortitude  to  the  raoft  terrible  calamities.  Looking  aX 
the  things  which  are  not  feen  and  eternal,  after  the 
iiluftrious  example  of  their  divine  mailer,  and  thro^ 
Jthe  ftrength  of  his  grace,  they  went  about  doing 
good,  they  were  eftabliflied  unblameable  in  holin'.^s 
before  God.  And  wje  may  expe<il,  that  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fhall  tfaefe  gracious  alTurances  be  fulfilled  to  us^ 
if  we  keep  mercy,  and  diligently  wait  on  the  God  of 
fidvation ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.    Amei>, 

♦Pfil.  xcii.  12, 13. 
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ANOTHER  fedion  of  the  firfl  difcourfe  in  the 
fourth  book  of  Ifaiah's  propliecies  is  contained 
in  the  chapter  we  are  now  to  confider,  in  which  he 
fuggefts  a  very  powerful  argument  to  Ihew  the  vani- 
ty  and  folly  of  idolatry.  The  blefled  God  is  intro- 
duced addrefling  the  Gentile  nations,  that  he  may 
convince  them  of  his  fupreme  divinity  and  univer- 
fal  government,  inoppofition  to  the  idols  which  they 
ferved.  With  this  fubjeft  feveral  digreffions  are  in- 
termixed, direded  to  the  church,  to  evincfe  the  ab- 
furdity  of  honouring  thofe  as  gods  who  were  igno- 
rant of  the  moft  important  future  events.  Among 
the  proofs  wliich  the  true  God  hath  given  of  his  ex- 
iftenc^  and  perfeclions,  is  the  predidlion  of  things  to 
come,  with  the  circumftances  attending  them,  which 
no  man  coyld  know  or  forefee.  This  evidence  is 
here  dated  at  large,  and  illuftrated  by  a  remarkable 
inftance,  fuited  to  make  deep  imprefTion  on  the  at- 
tentive mind.  Having  enlarged  on  thefe  topics,  our 
Prophet  applies  the  doftrine  to  folace  the  dejected 
.  minds  of  God's  upright  fervants,  upon  fchom  he  wzs 
about  to  confer  the  moft  fubftantial  benefits. — ^In  the 
execution  of  this  plan,  the  Moft  High  God  is  repre* 
fen  ted  calling  upon  idolaters  to  attend  to  the  words 
of  his  mouth,  and  to  produce  their  caufe.  The  fore- 
knowledge and  providence  of  Jehovah  is  then  demon- 
ftrated,  from  his  having  raifed  up  an  illuftrious  prince, 
whofe  charader  is  delineated,  to  perform  an  arduous 
enterprife,  to  the  great  aftonilhment  of  thofe  who 
^^ere  addifted  to  the  fervice  of  idols,  ver.  i — 7. — 
The  afllided  church  is  next  addrefied  with  the  moft 
comfortable  alFurances,  by  which  they  are  taught  to 
exped  all  necefiary  alliftance  and  relief,  fuited  to  a- 
nimate  them  under  their  diftrefles,  ver.  8-^20.-  in 
the  latter  pait  of  the  chapter,  the  argument  above 
mentioned  is  again  brought  forward  and  amplified, 
V.21 — 28. — From  whence  the  conclufion  is  deduced 
which  is  itated  in  v.  29th. 
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CHAP.    XLl. 

KEEP  lilence  before  me,  O  iflands,  and  let 
the  people  renew  their  flrength;  let  theni 
come  liear;  then  let  them  fpeak;  let  us  come 
uear  together  to  judgment. 

On  this  part  of  his  difcourfe  our  Prophet  enters 
with  great  folemnity  ;  and  in  the  name  of  Almigh- 
ty God  dennands  attention  from  people  of  different 
re^ons,  and  invites  them  to  fupport  idol-worlhip  by 
the  bed  arguments  they  could  produce.  He  calls 
upon  them  with  their  utmoft  ability  to  ftand  forth  in 
defence  of  their  fuperftition. — Keep  ftlence  bej'ors  me^ 
0  Iflands.  Refrain  from  fpeaking,  and  from  every 
thing  that  might  difturb  your  thoughts,  or  interrupt 
that  refpec^f ul  ftillnefs  with  which  every  m^flage  from 
God  ought  to  be  heard.  Liilen  with  diligent,  patient 
atteudon  to  what  1  am  about  to  dehver,  ye  mhabi- 
tants,  not  only  of  the  continent,  but  of  the  illands  of 
the  fea.  Put  yourfelves  into  the  moll  proper  pofture 
to  receive  the  truth  without  prejudice,  and  to  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  arguments  that  are  now  to  be 
adduced  with  a  view  to  your  convidlion.  In  com- 
pliance with  this  requifition,  do  you,  my  brethren, 
reply  in  the  words  of  the  ccatUrion  to  the  apoftle  Pe- 
ter, We  are  all  here  prefent  t)efore  God,  to  hear  all 
things  that  are  commanded  thee  of  God. — Let  the 
people  renew  their  flrength.  Exert  all  the  vigour  of 
your  minds,  your  powers  of  rcafon,  in  canvaffingthe 
momentous  fubjed  now  to  be  laid  befor?  you,  and  in 
examining  the  evidences  of  the  exifterxe,  attributes, 
and  government  of  Jehovah,  which  are  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  your  conlideration. — Let  them  come  ncar^ 
to  manage  the  controverfy  that  is  prefently  to  be  a- 
§itatcd,  and  brmg  forward  the  ilrongcll  realbns  which 
they  can  produce,  in  fupport  of  idolatrous  pradlices. 
Let  them  fay  what  they  can  to  vindicate  the  caufe 
they  mean  to  fupport,  that  it  may  be  faii'ly  difcufled, 

and 
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and  advance  whatever  they  imagine  may  tend  tq 
juftify  their  condud. — Let  them  cornfi  near  together 
to  judgment.  The  Moll  High  over  all  the  earth,  tho* 
infinitely  exalted  above  his  creatures,  gracioufly  con* 
defcends  to  reafon  with  men,  to  admit  them  to  exa-  - 
mine  and  reply  to  what  he  faith,  claiming  no  other 
pre-eminence  than  that  which  arifes  from  the  force 
of  argument,  and  the  juftice  of  his  caufe.  Come 
near,  then,  hke  thofe  who  warmly  engage  in  debate; 
open  the  cafe,  Itate  the  fadls,  arrange  the  proofe  you 
mean  to  bring  forward;  and  then  let  the  whole  naat- 
tei  be  determined  by  the  award  of  uhbkflcd  judg« 
ment.  Let  us  heedfully  attend  to  what  both  parties 
have  to  fay  on  each  fide  of  the  queftion,  with  minds 
open  to  convidtion  and  defirous  to  know  the  truth. 

2  Who  raifed  up  the  righteous  man  from 
the  eaft,  called  him  to  his  foot,  gave  the  na- 
tions before  him,  and  made  him  rule  ovef 
kings,  he  gave  them  as  the  duft  to  his  fword^ 
and  as  driven  ftubble  to  his  bow. 

3  He  purfued  them,  and  pafled  fafely;  ^eV( 
by  the  way  that  he  had  not  gone  witl^  his  feet. 

The  proof  here  adduced  of  the  fupreme  divinity 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  is  derived  from  the  peculiar  a- 
gcncy  of  divine  providence^  in  railing  up  fome  illuf- 
trious  perfon,  the  place  of  whofe  appearance  is  fpe- 
cified,  and  who  is  charadlerized  by  his  equity,  his 
profperity,  his  conqaefts,  and  other  circumftances. 
Who  befide  the  true  God  can  claim  the  honour  of 
calling  into  exiftence,  and  bringing  forth  into  aftion, 
fuch  a  great  prince  as  is  defcribed  in  thefe  verfes  ? 
This  aft  of  fovereign  ppwer,  the  Lord  God  challenges 
as  hist  peculiar  prerogative  and  fole  operation,  to  which 
the  gods  of  the  pations  did  not  in  the  leaft  contribute. 
Could  any  other  than  the  Almighty  God,  who  doth 
according  to  his  pleafure  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
have  given  fuch  a  (Inking  proof  of  his  government  of 
the  univerfe. — Interpreters  are  divided  in  fentiment 
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refpeding  the  pcrfon  of  whom  the  jmjphet  fpeaks.  As 
the  matter  feems  to  me  dubious,  1  iball  not  occupy 
your  time  by  ftatmg  the  arguments  whereby  their  fe- 
veral  opinions  are  fupported,  but  fimply  Ihew  that  the 
words  are  apphcable  either  to  the  patriarch  Abraham^ 
or  to  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia,  leaving  you  to  adopt  that 
opinion  which  feems  beft  to  accord  with  the  fcopc  of 
the  difcourfe. 

Abraham  was  an  eminently  righteous  man,  for 
what  faith  the  fcripture,  *  He  believed  God,  and  it 
*  was  accounted  unto  him  for  righteoufnefs  */  Of 
this  righteoufiiefs  having  received  the  fign  and  feal^ 
he  exhibited  convincing  evidence  by  walking  up* 
rightly  befwe  God,  and  by  commanding  his  chiMreQ 
and  houfehold  to  keep  the  way  of  th^  Loitl,  to  do 
juftice  and  judgment.--^  /?(?  rai/ed  him  from  the  eatl^ 
from  Ur,  of  the  Chaldees,  which  was  fituated  to  the 
eadward  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  probably  in  the 
eaftefn  parts  of  Meibpotamia. — Called  him  to  bis  foot^ 
that  he  might  implicitly  obey  his  commands,  and  at^ 
tend  him  whitherfoever  hi^  providence  might  lead 
the  way,— *Gtf^;^  the  nations  before  him,  when  he  wth 
his  trained  fervants  purfued  four  kings,  and  fraote 
them  ;  and  when  his  pofterity,  in  following  ages,  de- 
ftroycd  the  nations  of  Canaan,  and  acquired  dominioa 
over  many  princes. — He  gave  them  as  the  dufi  to  bis 
fword,  &c.  The  fword  and  the  bow  of  this  y\€^ 
nous  warrior,  and  of  his  defcendants,  drove  away 
their  enemies;  and  fcattered  them  with  fuch  eafe 
3nd  rapidity,  as  duft  and  dry  itubble  are  carried  away 
by  a  ftrong  wind. — Thofe  who  efcaped  fromflaughter, 
he  vigoroufly  purfued,  and  notwithllanding  the  dan- 
gers to  which  he  was  expofed,  and  his  ignorance  of 
the  country  through  which  he  pafled,  he  w^as  pre- 
ferved  in  fafety.  The  whole  hiftory  of  this  great 
man  and  his  pofterity,  (who  I  fuppoie  are  here  in- 
cluded) from  the  time  he  left  the  land  of  his  nativi- 
ty, down  to  the  day  wherein  this  dilcourfe  was  de- 
livered, and  to  the  hour  in  which  Inow  fpeak,  afford 
^  a" 
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adancfing  proof  of  the  power  and  providence  of  the 
true  God,  a  ftriking  demonftration  of  the  peculiar 
care  and  unchangeable  faithfulnefs  of  Jehovah, — I 
faid  alfo. 

The  words  under  confideration,  are  applicable  to 
Cyrus  king  of  Perlia,  celebrated  for  wifdom,  equity, 
generofity,  clemency,  and  magnanimity ;  the  raoft 
accomplilhed  monai'ch  that  ever  governed  any  em- 
pire. The  Roman  orator  affirms,  that  during  his 
whole  reign,  he  was  never  heard  to  fpeak  one  rough 
or  angry  word  *• .  What  felf-government  muft  he 
have  poiTefled,  who  amidft  crofles,  difappointme^ts, 
unforefeen  accidents,  and  the  intoxicating  effeds  of 
powjer,  never  fliewed  any  fymptom  of  his  mind  being 
ruffled,  or  uttered  any  harlh  exprefljon. — Who  but 
Almighty  God,  raifed  him  up  from  the  c^ft,  from 
Periia,  which  lay  to  the  eaflward  of  Canaan,  exalted 
him  to  prefide  over  the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  and  cm- 
ployed  him  to  accoraplilh  the  deliverance  of  the 
Jewifli  people  from  Babylon.— -C^//^^  him  to  his  foot ^ 
that  he  might  receive  his  orders,  and  execute  his 
pleafure. — Gave  the  ruiiiom  before  him,  &c.  the  king- 
doms of  Armenia,  Lydia,  and  Babylon,  with  many 
others.  In  the  proclamation  he  iffued  throughout 
his  empire,  he  faith,  *  The  Lord  God  of  heaven  had 
*  given  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  f.' — He  gave 
them  as  the  dufi^  &c.  God  made  them  flee  bdfore 
him  and  his  vidorious  army,  as  the  duft  and  ftubble 
are  driven  and  fcattered  by  the  wind. — He  purfued 
thim,  &c.  who  fled,  arfd  made  them  fubmit  to  his 
authority.  Amid  all  the  perils  he  fuftained  in  tra- 
veriing  unknown  trads  of  country,  in  pafling  the 
Tigris,  the  Euphrates,  and  other  great  rivers,  he  was 
prefcrvcd  unhurt  to  accompUfh  the  defigns  of  provi- 
dence.— The  afl:oniihing  cnterprifes,  the  wonderful 
fucccfs  of  this  illufl:rious  prince,  whom  the  Mod  High 
God  employed  to  fulfil  his  council,  according  to  the 
predidions  of  his  prophets,  can  be  afcribcd  only  to 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  Cod  of  Ifrael.   Though 
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this  great  man  did  not  arife  in  the  eaft  for  a  long 
time  after  this  appeal  was  made  to  the  nations,  yet 
memorable  prediftions  weredelivered  concerning  him, 
which  no  human  fagacity  could  have  devifed,  which 
no  power  lefs  thanglivine  could  have  executed^ — 
Predidlions  which  the  omnipotence  and  veracity  of 
Jehovah  were  engaged  to  fulfil,  and  confequently  the 
event  might  be  conlidered  as  perfedUy  certain,  and 
be  mentioned  in  prophetic  language,  as  if  already 
come  to  pafs. — This  argument  alone,  properly  confi- 
dered,  fer\'es  to  evince  the  fupreme  divinity  of  Jeho- 
vah,and  therefore  in  conclufionof  this  article,!  addrefs 
you  in  the  words  of  Mc^es  to  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
'  Know  therefore  this  day,  and  confider  it  in  thine 

*  lieatt  that  the  Lord,  he  is  God  in  heaven  above,  and 
'  upon  the  earth  beneath ;  there  is  none  eli'e.     Thou 

*  fiialt  keep  therefore  his  ftatutes,  and  his  command- 

*  ments  wliich  I  command  thee  this  day  *,'  &c. 

4  Who  hath  wrought  and  done  //,  calling 
the  generations  from  the  beginning  ?  I  the 
LORD,  the  firft,  and  with  tlie  lad,  I  am  he. 

The  Lord  God  would  have  the  eminent  difplayof 
his  power  and  providence  now  mentioned,  to  be  atten- 
tively viewed,  as  his  peculiar  operation,  who  worketh 
all  in  all.  He  would  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
to  confider,  that  the  revolutions  of  dates  and  em- 
pires does  not  proceed  from  what  is  called  fate  or 
chance,  but  from  the  all-wife  Governor  of  the  uni-^ 
verfe,  who  prefides  over  all  human  affairs,  and  doth 
according  to  his  pleafure  in  heaven  and  earth.  Think 
theh  who  hath  done  the  wonderful  things  to  which 
our  prophet  refers,  calling  ibe  generations  from  ibebe* 
ginning,  into  exiftence,  raifing  up  meil  in  every  age 
to  occupy  the  fl:ations  he  aflTigns  them,  and  to  perform 
the  work  he  appoints  them;  determining  the  time 
wherein  they  lliould  make  their  appearance,  and  the 
length  of  their  days ;  the  places  and  periods  wherein 

they 
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they  were  to  live,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habita- 
tions. — 1  the  Lord^  the  firji^  and  with  the  lajl^  I  am 
be.  All  thefe  things,  mull  be  attribjuted  to  the  felf- 
exiftent  eternal  Jehovah,  who  never  had  a  beginning, 
and  who  never  ihall  have  an  e%d ;  who  is  what  he 
ever  was,  and  who  always  will  be  what  he  now  is. 
He  is  the  firft  caufe,  by  whom  all  things  were  called 
into  being,  and  the  ultimate  end  in  whofe  glory  they 
fliall  terminate.  The  expreffion  explicitly  affirms, 
the  everlarting,  unchangeable  nature  of  Jehovah, 
which  admits  not  of  any  alteration  or  decay.  To 
this  eternal  God,  and  not  to  the  idols  of  the  nations, 
all  events  owe  their  exiftejpce  ;  and  therefore  thofe 
who  do  homage  to  other  gods,  ought  to  turn  from 
thefe  dead  idols  to  ferve  the  living  God,  and  to  wait 
tor  his  Son  from  heaven,  who  delivered  us  from  the 
wrath  to  come. 

5  The  ifles  faw  zV,  and  feared ;  the  ends  of 
the  earth  were  afraid,  drew  near,  and  came. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  iflands,  and  the  remote 
parts  of  the  earth,  were  fpeftators  of  the  furprifing 
phoenomenon  to  which  Ifaiah  refers ;  they  beheld  it 
with  aftonilhment  and  conflernation.  Agitated  by 
fear  and  terror,  left  they  alfo  fliould  be  vanquiflied, 
left  fuperftition  and  idolatry  ftiould  be  deftroyed,  and 
the  worihip  of  the  true  God  eftabUfhed  ;  they  excited 
one  another  to  fabricate  idols,  from  whom  they  might 
requeft  afliftance  and  deUverance.  And  thofe  who 
dwelt  in  places  of  the  world  faithcft  diftant  from  the 
fcene  ofsuMon,  were  likewife  overwhelmed  with  fear 
and  difmay  ;  they  marvelled,  (as  it  is  written  in  the 
48th  Pfalm)  *  they  were  troubled  ;  fear  took  hold  of 
♦  them,  and  pain,  as  of  a  woman  in  travail.* — Thiy 
drew  near^  that  they  might  confult  one  with  another 
.  what  meafures  were  proper  to  be  adopted  on  this  C- 
mergency ;  when  to  appteafe  their  idols,  and  to  obtain 
their  aid,  they  determined  to  ad:  with  unanimity  and 
vigour,  in  the  manner  related  in  the  next  verfe  that 
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6  They  helped  every  one  his  neighbour ; 
and  every  one  faid  to  his  brother,  Be  of  good 
courage. 

The  above  menttoned  admirable  difplaya  of  dhrine 
wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs,  far  from  making  pro- 
per impreflions  on  the  minds  of  the  people  addided 
to  idolatry,  and  mducingthem  to  unite  in  the  praifes 
of  Jehovah,  for  his  wonderfal  works  to  the  children 
of  men,  produced  very  diflferent  efFedls.  They  af- 
fociated  together,  that  they  might  contribute  to  fup- 
port  and  extend  idolatrous  praftices.  Prompted  by' 
a  fcrupulous  regard  to  the  blind  idols  which  they 
ferved,  every  one  affifted  anotller  in  promoting  the 
deteftible  fuperftition  to  which  they  had  long  been 
inured, — And  every  one/aid^  &.c.  The  general  opi- 
nion was,  that  courage,  adHvity,  and  expedition  on 
the  part  of  thofe  employed  in  forming  graven  images, 
was  the  moft  proper  plan  of  operation  which  they 
could  execute  at  prefent.  Accordingly,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  ftimulate  each  other  to  the  pradice  of  pro- 
fanity and  wickednefs,  if  poffible  to  thwart  the  bene- 
volent defigns  of  Providence^ 

7  So  the  carpenter  encouraged  the  gold- 
fmith,  and  he  that  fmootheth  with  the  hammer, 
him  that  fmote  the  anvil,  faying,  It  is  ready 
for  the  fodering;  and  hefaftenedit  with  nails, 
that  it  ihould  not  be  moved. 

Tradelmen  engaged  in  fiibricating  idols,  bufy  in 
their  different  employments,  are  here  rcprefented  ex- 
citing one  another  to  difpatch  in  their  feveral  de« 
partments,  that  images  of  every  fort  might  be  com- 
pleted without  delay.  Their  aftivity  and  zeal  is 
fimply  defcribed,  in  terms  which  do  not  require 
any  explanation.  Permit  me,  however  to  fay,  that 
the  affiduous  efforts  of  thefe  people  to  maintain 
.and  promote  abominable  idolatry,  ought  to  inftigate 
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the  fervants  of  the  only  true  God  to  unabating  vigo- 
rous exertions  m  advancing  his  honour  and  glory. 

8  But  thou,  Ifrael,  art  my  fervant,  Jacob 
whom  I  have  chofen,  the  feed  of  Abraham  my 
friend. 

Our  Prophet  now  proceeds  to  adminifter  confola- 
tion  to  the  atflided  church  of  God,  by  addreffing  to 
them  the  moft  reviving  aflurances  of  fupport  and  re- 
lief.    The  appellations  which  are  here  given  them 
firft  demand  our  attention.— Ifrael  and  Jacob,  are 
the  refpeftful  delignations  given  to  the  pofterity  of 
the  renowned  patriarch  who  was  called  by  thefe 
names.     They  are  feldom  denominated  by  the  name 
of  Ifaac  ;  not  becaufe  he  was  lefs  worthy  of  regard 
than  his  fon,  but  as  he  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Idu- 
means,  as  well  as  of  the  people  whom  God  appro- 
priated to  himfelf,  his  name  could  not  have  fo  pro- 
,  perly  difcriminated  them  from  every  other  nation. 
In  the  words  before  us,  are  comprifed  not  only  the 
dcfcendants  from  Jacob,  according  to  the  flefh,  but 
likewife  all  his  fpiritual  pofterity.    Though  the  Jews 
were  primarily  intended,  yet  this  part  of  the  difcourfe 
muft  be  transferred,  and  apphed  to  the  church  at 
large,  profefling  faith  in  God  and  his  falvation.     To 
them,  efpecially  in  circumftances  of  diftrefs,  the  de- 
fignation  is  peculiarly  fuitable ;  for  the  patriarch  him- 
felf, experienced  many  afflidions,  from  all  which  he 
was  delivered  through  the  tender  jnercy  and  care  of 
God.    When  in  trouble  and  perplexity,  when  vifited 
with  trials  of  his  faith  and  patience),  he  wrcftled  with 
God  in  prayer,  be  had  power,  and  prevailed ;  the 
Lord  heard  him  in  the  day  of  his  dillrels,  and  was 
with  him  in  the  way  that  he  went.     On  thefe,  and 
other  accounts,  did  ifrael  afford  an  eminent  type  of 
the  church  of  God  contending  with  various  affliajons, 
who  become  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
loved  them. — Ifrael  is  here  deligned  the  fervant  of 
God.     This  honourable  charader  belongs  to  him  in 
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common  with  the  whole  church,  who  having  re- 
nounced the  other  loixls  who  had  dominion  over  them, 
yield  unlimited  fubjedion  to  the  Lord  their  God,  fo- 
Jicitous  to  kifow  and  obey  his  will.     Senfible  of  his 
unalienable  right  to  them,  and  their  beft  fervices, 
each  of  them  are  ready  to  adopt  the  words  of  a  cele- 
brated king  of  Ifrael,  *  Lord,  I  am  thy  fervant,  truly 
I  am  thy  fervant  */  Employed  in  his  fervice,  which 
is  honourable  and  glorious,  they  have  recourfe  to 
him  for  all  neceflary  pix>viiion,  for  proteftion  from 
evil,  for  fupport  under  aftlidion,  and  ilrength  for  the 
performance  of  duty. — IV/^m  I  have  cho/en,  not  on 
accoimt  of  any  fuperior  excellence  that  they  poffefled 
above  other  people;  of  this  the  literal  Ifrael  were  often 
admonillied  by  Mofes,  and  afterward  by  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah,  but  hecaufe  the  Lord  loved  them.     In 
his  fovereign  good  pleafure,  he  felefted  them  from 
among  all  the  nations  that  are  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  to  be  a  peculiar  treafure  jmto  hirafelf.    Thefe 
diftinguifliing  characters  are  no  lefs  appropriate  to 
the  fpiritual  Ifrael,  •  who  are  indeed  tlie  fen^ants  of 
the  living  God,  whom  he  hath  chofen  not  according 
to  their  works;  but  according  to  his  own  purpofe  and 
grace,  that  he  may  be  glorified  in  them,  and  that 
they  may  glorify  him  in  all  things  through  Jelits 
Chrift.  '         '    • 

The  feed  of  Ahrabam  my  friend.  The  church,  un- 
der the  Old  Teftament,  were  literally  the  children 
of  this  renowned  patrir^rch,  who  in  this  and  two  other 
paflages  of  fcripture,  is  honoured  with  the  high  cha- 
racter of  the  friend  of  Go<l  f .  Volumes  written  in 
praife  of  this  great  man,  could  not  fay  more  than 
what  is  contained  in  thefe  few  words  To  underltand 
their  import,  recoiled  the  dilpenfations  oi' providence 
toward  him,  how  it  pleafed  God  to  treat  hira;  and 
then  mark  Abraham's  charafter,  and  oblerve  his  QoiXr 
dud  toward  God.  On  the  part  of  Jehovah,  we  behold 
the  moft  amiable  condefceniion,  the  moit  eiitioa;  mg 
unihaken  aftedion  exprefled  in   eti'ecluul  \ucatiun, 
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in  the  gift  of  n^teoufhcft,  in  the  care  of  Providence, 
in  raany  gracious  pcomifes,  in  familiar  intercourfe, 
in  the  communication  of  his  purpofes,  in  the  feak 
and  bleffings  of  his  covenant,  and  the  pleafin^  hope 
of  his  eterpal  falvation*  On  the  part  of  Abraham* 
we  fee  ftrong  faith  in  God,  fervent  love,  profwind 
Teverence,  unlimited  confidence,  prompt  obedience 
to  the  mod  trying  commands,  patient  fubpiifllon  tp 
the  divine  wiJi,  and  inviolable  attachment  to  the  ho- 
nour and  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  whofe  favour  he 
enjoyed.  In  this  manner  was  expreffed  the  facred 
fiiendlhip  that  fubfifted  betwixt  God  and  Abraham. 
How  honourable  to  be  called  the  children  <rf  this  be- 
loved  familiar  friend  of  the  moft  high  God,  this  mighty 
prince,  this  eminent  prophet,  this  father  of  the  faith- 
ful, this  example  of  all  them  that  believe.  Of  this 
privilege,  the  Jews  who  doubtlefs  were  fenfible  that 
the  upright  fervants  of  God,  are  often  the  means  of 
conveying  to  their  pofterity  the  moft  important  be- 
nefits, boafted  to  our  Saviour  when  they  exultingly 
faid,  *  We  have  Abraham  to  our  father  *.'  It  feems 
to  have  been  an  eftablifhed  maxim^  that  thofe  who 
form  themfelves  on  any  perfon  of  diftinguifhed  ex- 
cellence,  and  live  as  he  did,  ihould  be  called  his 
children.  Qn  this  acknowleged  principle,  Abraham 
is  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe^  who  walk  in 
his  fteps,  and  do  his  works  as  truly  as  of  his  natural 
pofterity.  So  then,  they  that  are  of  faith,  are  blefied 
with  faithful  Abraham,  they  are  the  fpiritual  pofterity 
of  the  friend  of  God,  who  are  addrefled  in  the  words 
I  have  been  confidering. — If  you,  brethren,  claim  this 
iionour,  it  is  indifpenfibly  requifite  that  you  ftudi- 
oufly  endeavour  to  maintain  intimate  conmiuoion 
with  God,  that  you  take  his  counfel  in  every  emer- 
gency, and  be  iolicitous  in  all  things  to  pleafe  him, 
and  to  advance  his  glory. 

9  Tbou  whom  I  have  taken  from  the  ends 
pf  the  earth,  and  called  thee  from  the  chief 

men 

♦  John  viii.  39. 
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men  thereof,  and  faid  unto  thee.  Thou  artvnj 
fervant ;  I  have  chofen  thee,  and  not  cafl  thee 
away. 

Several  fubftantial  proofs  of  God*s  gracious  rcgani 
for  Abraham  are  here  fpedficd.-^/  huve  taken  ih£f 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  Hebrew  word  herQ 
ufed  to  denote  this  gdnerous  ad,  fignifies  the  JCKer- 
tion  of  a  mighty  valiant  man,  who  takes  hold  of  § 
weak  and  feeble  peribn,  and  kindly  fnatches  hini 
from  imminent  danger.  In  rich  mercy,  Almighty 
God  was  pleafed  to  lay  hold  on  Abraham,  and  brin^ 
him  forth  from  his  native  country,  where  he  might 
have  periflied  had  he  not  been  refcued  fiom  ruin. 
In  fcripture  ftile,  lands  that  lay  at  a  great  diftanc^ 
from  Canaan,  are  fpoken  of  as  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
A  remarkable  inftance  occui*s  in  Jeremiah  xxxi.  8, 
where  the  reftoration  of  the  Jews  from  Aflyria  to 
Judea  is  fiDretold  in  thefe  words, '  Behold  I  will  brin^ 

*  them  from  the  north  country,  and  gather  them  fro  u 
the  ends  of  the  earth.'  And  as  Ur  of  the  Chaldees 
was  a  country  very  remote  from  the  land  of  Paleftinq, 
it  bears  this  defignation  in  the  verfe  before  us.— ^/w/ 
called  thee  from  the  chief  men  thereof ^  with  whom 
thou  waft  intimately  connected,  and  didil  frequently 
dSociBXe^'^jind  faid  unto  thee,  Thou  art  my  fervant. 
Ever  fince  thy  vocation,  this  is  the  language  which 
I  have  ufed  in  fpeaking  to  thee  and  thy  pofterity,  by 
my  prophets  in  every  age.  Thou  art  my  fervant^ 
whom  1  have  admitted  into  my  prcfence,  and  em- 
ployed in  executmg  my  pleafure,  and  on  whom  I 
will  confer  the  moil  important  benefits. — /  have  cho^ 

fen  theey  even  in  a  forlorn  and  hopelefs  {late,  to  be 
the  oujed  of  my  love,  and  the  iiiilrument  of  advan^- 
ciiig  my  glory. — And  not  cafl  thee  away,  out  of  my 
fevour,  nutwithftancimg  the  ia.angjj  and  impcrfeCi- 
tions  which  tliou  haft  cccaiioiic:  iy  dilcovered. — ^Hence 
you  fee,  that  God  doth  not  iljccI  or  caft  oft  his  peo- 
ple whom  he  foreknew  and  culled.  His  love  is  im^ 
^^langeabie,  his  giits  and  calimg  are  without  xepeu- 

*  tance. 
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tance.  The  bleffings  enjoyed  by  his  people,  are  not 
conferred  on  accouiit  of.  their  merits,  but  proceed 
from  the  purpofe  and  grace  of  God.  Thefe  impor- 
tant truths  are  every  where  inculcated  by  the  facred 
vnriters,  and  particularly  by  Ifaiah,  in  the  word$  I 
bave  now  been  illuftrating, 

lo  Fear  thou  not,  for  I  gm  with  thee ;  be 
not  difmayed,  for  I  am  thy  God:  I  will 
f^rengthen  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  help  thee  ;  yea, 
}  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my 
jrightepufnefs. 

To  the  preceding  condefcending  addrefs,  isfub- 
joined  an  animating  exhortation  inforced  by  the  moft 
perfuafive  arguments  fuited  to  excite  faith  and  confi- 
dence in  God.  To  claim  the  greater  attention,  the 
admonition  is  repeated — Fear  thou  not ;  be  not  dif- 
mayed. The  fear  or  difmay  which  the  people  of 
God  are  direfted  to  lay  afide,arifes  from  the  dread  of 
evil,  real  or  fuppofed,  from  ful'picion  and  diftruft  of 
the  kind  providence  and  faithful  promifes  of  God. 
It  enfeebles  and  difturbs  the  mind,  it  fills  the  heart 
with  confternation,  it  incapacitates  for  duty,  it  pro- 
duces anxiety  and  uneafinefs,  it  prevents  the  enjoy- 
ment of  tranquillity  and  comfort,  whilft  it  dilpol'es 
to  look  to  improper  means  for  obtaining  relief.  The 
fervants  of  God  are  here  required  to  difmils  this  dif- 
treffing  paffion.  Fear  thou  not  the  enemies  wherewith 
you  have  to  contend,  they  that  be  with  you  be  more 
than  they  that  be  with  them.  Greater  is  he  that  is  m 
you,  than  all  they  tliat  are,  or  can  be  againft  you ; 
and  therefore  you  may  boldly  fay,  *  If  God  be  foe 

*  us,  who  can  be  againft  us,' — *  tho'  an  hoft  fliould 

*  encamp  againft  me,  in  this  will  1  be  confident,  my 

*  heart  Ihall  not  fear/ — Be  not  difmayed  by  the  dif- 
ficulties you  may  have  to  encomiter.  As  they  ftait 
up  into  view  in  thick  iucceflion,  defpondency  may 
be  apt  to  exclaim,  Who  is  fufncient  for  thefe  thiijgs? 
But  be  of  good  courage  j  through  God  you  fliall  do 
'      ■  valiantly, 
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valiantly,  and  vanquifh  all  that  oppofition  which  oc- 
cafionally  feems  fo  formidable.  In  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Haggai  to  Zerubbabel  and'his  companioas, 

•  Be  ftrong,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work — My  Sfpirit  re- 

•  maineth  among  you ;  fear  ye  not  */ — Fear  not 
any  of  thpfe  things  you  may  fufier.  Though  yoa 
fhould  be  called  to  fuftain  perfecuticm,  oppofition,  and 
trouble  as  an  evil-doer,  and  be  treated  as  an  objeA 
of  contempt,  on  account  of  fteady  attachment  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  be  not  difmayed  and  terrified.     *  If 

*  you  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chrilt,  happy  are 

•  you;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refteth  upon 

*  you;  on  their  part  ie  is  evil  fpoken  of,  on  your  part 

*  he  is  glorified.*  If  you  fuffer  for  righteoufnels'  fake» 
the  benedidion  of  the  Son  of  God  Ihall  be  your  por- 
tion ;  and  God  will  not  allow  you  to  be  tempted  or 
tried  above  that  you  are  able  to  bear,  but  with  the 
temptation  will  make  a  way  to  efcj^pe,  that  you  may 
be  able  to  bear  it.— Thou  fervant  of  the  living  God, 
fear  not,  neither.be  difmayed.  Shrink  not  at  the 
approach  of  danger ;  be  not  terrili^-d  by  the  alfaults 
of  thine  enemies,  however  formidable  they  may  ap-^ 
pear.  That  kind  and  gracious  mailer  whom  thoit 
ferveft,  forbids  you  to  allow  your  heart  to  be  afraid 
or  troubled. 

For  I  am  with  tbic.  Diverfe  powerful  motives  are 
fu^efted  to  enforce  compli|pice  with  the  above  di- 
redion. — ^I  the  everlafting  God  the  Lord,  for  whom 
all  things  are  poffible,  whofe  mercy  endureth  e- 
ver,  and  whofe  faithfulnefs  never  faileth ;  I,  even  I^ 
will  proted  thee  by  my  providencp,  I  will  guide 
thee  by  my  counfel,  I  will  ailift  and  fupport  thee  by 
my  grace.  Such  is  the  comprehenfive  import  of 
thefe  few  words,  that  they  include  prefervation  from 
danger,  or  deliverance  out  of  it,  endearing  expreflions 
of  peculiar  favour,  with  all  neceflary  confolation  under 
the  preffure  of  afflidion.  The  firm  belief  of  this  re- 
viving promife,  infpired  the  king  of  Ilrael  with  un- 
daunted fortitude  amidH  the  enemies  with  whom  he 

was 
•  Chap.  il.  4,  5. 
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was  encompaflfed;  fo  that  he  cotild  fey  with  triumph, 
•  The  Lord  is  on  my  fide,  i  Tnll  not  fear  *.'  TTii^ 
gracioits  affhrance,  which  was  firft  given  to  encou- 
rage the  patriarch  Jacob  to  return  to  the  land  of  hi^ 
fathers,  was  afterward  renewed  to  feveral  eminent 
iften  of  God  under  the  Old  Teftament,  and  is  here 
iiecorded  for  the  encouragement  of  the  faithful  in  all 
igi^s,— /  am  thy  God.  Lsmg;uagc  cannot  exprefs,  nor 
heart  conceive  the  full  import  of  thefe  words^  Saitb 
God,  I  who  am  infinitely  greater  and  mcn-e  excellent 
than  all  the  gods  of  the  nations,  I  who  am  all-fuffi*- 
dent,  pc^ffing  eternal  glory  and  inexhauftible  trea- 
iiircs,  I  am  thy  God  who  entered  into  covenant  with 
thee,  and  thou  becameft  mine,  my  peculiar  property^ 
the  obje^  of  my  diftinguilhing  love,  and  the  honour- 
ed inftrument  of  advancing  my  glory.  TTiou  faidft 
mito  me.  Thou  art  my  Lord,  my  fure  portion,  which 
1  have  chofen,  my  gracious  Father,  whom  I  love 
and  obey»  In  this  manner  having  become  thy  God, 
my  perfedions  fhall  be  employed  to  advance  thy  beft 
interefts ;  my  promifes  Ihall  be  fulfilled,  where- 
by thou  art  affured  of  grace  and  gloiy,  and  every 
good  thing.  Surely  thefe  confiderations  ought  to  ba- 
niib  from  thy  mind  every  difquieting  fear. 

1  wi/l  Jirengthen  tbee.  I  will  confirm  your  faith, 
and  hope,  and  confidence ;  fo  that  you  Ihall  (land  fad, 
quit  you  like  men,  and  fce  ftrong.  Though  accord- 
ing to  divine  tellimony,  and  the  acknowledgments 
of  the  moft  eminent  faints,  you  find  yourfelf  infuflS- 
cient  to  perform  any  good  thing,  I  will  impart  to  you 
new  vigour,  and  fumilh  you  for  every  good  workl 
You  cannot  doubt  of  my  ability,  to  whom  you  have 
often  heard  that  power  appertains,  and  to  whom  be- 
longs the  ftrength  of  the  hills.  You  cannot  call  in 
queftion  myinclinationandreadincfs  to  aflift,who  hath 
voluntarily  pledged  my  veracity,  that  in  every  time  of 
need  you  ihallhave  renewed  communicationsof  this  ne- 
ceflary  blefling.  In  times  paft  J  haveiuppcMed  you  by 
power  from  on  high,  and  in  every  future  period  you 

fhall 
*  PfiiL  exviif.  6. 
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Ihall  experience,  that  as  your  day  is  fo  is  your  ftrength. 
By  granting  you  clear  perceptions  of  *the  evidence 
and  import  of  divine  truth,  I  will  eftabliih  your  faith; 
and  by  bringing  you  to  the  firm  perfualion  of  my 
favour  and  veracity,  I  will  confirm  your  hope  and 
trull  unto  the  end, — Yea^  I  will  help  tb^e.  One  ex- 
preifion  is  added  to  another,  to  give  the  falleft  affu- 
rance  of  the  extenfive  aid  and  fupport  which  every 
true  Ifiaelite  may  exped.  God,  my  brethren,  is  the 
helper  of  the  helplefs ;  though  friends  may  fail  and  ' 
forfeke  him,  the  Lord  will  afford  him  all  neceflary 
affiftance,  according  to  his  promife.  By  feafonable 
interpofitions  of  his  providence,  he  will  fuccour  you 
in  the  time  of  trouble,  or  deliver  you  from  your  di- 
ftrefs ;  he  will  defend  you  from  evil,  and  fo  difpofe 
of  all  your  concerns,  that  j^ou  may  enjoy  fafety,  and 
attain  to  vidory  and  glory.  To  excite  you  to  dili- 
gent improvement  of  the  means  he  hath  inftituted, 
he  will  fometimes  render  them  efiedhial  for  giving 
you  relief;  to  demonftrate  that  he  is  an  all-fufficient 
help,  he  will  fometimes  convey  it  to  you  without  the 
intervention  of  means ;  and  to  ftiew  that  eveiy  in- 
ftrument  derives  its  efficacy  from  him,  he  will  ibme- 
times  give  you  help  by  the  mod  inconfiderable 
means.  In  which  ever  way  he  verifies  his  promife  to 
you,  he  will  enable  you  to  triumph  in  the  words  of 
that  beautiful  hymn  wherein  the  church  is  taught 
to  give  God  the  glory  of  their  prefervation,  *  Our^ 

*  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  who  made  heaven 

*  and  earth  *.' 

The  upright  fervant  of  God,  being  thus  aflUred  of 
the  divine  prefence  and  fupport,  may  now  fubmit 
without  timidity  or  difmay  to  the  moft  grievous  af- 
fliftions.  But  to  remove  every  poflible  ground  of 
anxiety  that  might  arife  from  the  long  continuance 
of  diftrcfs,  God  is  pleafed  explicitly  to  declare— 2>^?,  - 
I  will  uphold  thee.  I  will  fo  powerfully  fuftain  thee, 
that  thou  Ihalt  be  kept  from  finking  under  the  ac- 
cumulated weight  of  calamities.     1  will  fumifli  thee 

Vol.  in.  M  m  with 

♦  Pfal.  c?fxiv.  8. 
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.with  ftefli  vi^Dur  and  courage ;  when  ready  to 
fuccumb,  I  wDi  be  thy  ftay,  and  will  employ  fuita- 
fale  means  and  inftruments  to  preferve  thee  from  fall* 
ing  into  delpondency,  under  the  prefiure  of  diftreft. 
I  the  Lord,  who  love  the  righteous,  who  raifeth  up 
thofe  that  are  bowed  down,  will  ftretch  oiit  my  om- 
nipotent arm  to  uphold  (hee,  when  opprefled  with  fin 
and  forrow,  and  in  mercy  will  again  fet  thee  upright 
This  I  will  do— JfT/'/A  the  right  hand  of  my  rigbSeouf- 
Tiefsy  by  the  exertion  of  my  mighty  power,  that  can 
do  all  things,  and  which  is  always  condu6led  in'  a 
manner  perfedly  confiftent  with  confummate  equity, 
with  the  honour  of  my  government,  and  the  afla- 
ranees  contained  in  my  word  of  truth.— Thefe  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promifes  God  remarkably 
ftJfilled  to  his  fervants,  deftitute  of  all  human  ailift- 
ance,  in  the  time  of  the  Maccabees,  when  he  won- 
derfully fuftained  them  under  the  heavy  calamities 
they  fufFered,  and  infpired  them  with  heroic  courage 
to  oppofe  and  vanquifh  their  enemies.  Nor  were 
they  iefs  confpicuoully  accompliftied  to  the  difciples 
of  JefusChrift  in  the  early  ages  of  theChriftian  chim:ht 
when  conflifting  with  the  virulent  oppofition  of  their 
powerful  adverfaries.  The  rich  difplays  which  they 
exliibit  of  the  abundant  grace  of  the  Lord  God,  ought 
to  be  confidercd  by  finners  of  mankind,  as  moft  per- 
fulfive  arguments  to  excite  them  to  the  exercife  of 
thofe  amiable  difpofitions,  which  they  are  intended  to 
cherilh.  And  by  the  upright  among  men,  they  ought 
to  be  improved  as  ftrong  encouragements,  to  depen- 
dance  on  God  and  obedience  to  his  will,  in  the  plea- 
iing  hope  of  enjoying  the  important  benefits  they 
contain. 

1 1  Behold,  all  they  that  were  incenfed  againft 
thee  fhall  be  afhamed  and  confounded :  they 
fhall  be  as  nothing;  and  they  that  ftrive  with 
thee  fhall  perifh. 

Another  ground  of  confolation  pointed  out  to  the 
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ibmtits  of  God,  w  derivtd  from  the  certain  vidory 
they  IhaU  obtain  over  their  enemies,  and  the  aflu- 
ranee  of  their  tcrtal  dQfb:uaion.-^They  are  reprefent- 
ed  as  being  greatly  enraged  at  Ifrael,  on  account  of 
the  ftrong  oppofition  they  had  fliewn  to  their  wicked 
pra<aice8,  wd  the  fimi  attachment  they  difcovered 
to  the  worihip  and  fervice  of  the  Uving  God, 
For  thefe  and  other  reafons,  bad  men  are  greatly  ex- 
afperat^  and  inflamed  with  rage  a^inil  the  people 
of  God,  whom  they  harafs  and  perfecute.  Perfons 
ofthi&charader  (hail  be  reconxpenfed  in  due  time. 
'^Tbty  Jhail  ke  ajhamed  and  confounded.  Their  pu^ 
niibment  ihall  be  fuitable  and  proportioned  to  their 
criottes.  They  aimed  to  put  to  fliame,  to  confound, 
to  contemn,  and  to  deilroy  tlie  chofen  fervauts  of  Je- 
hovah at  whom  they  were  exceedingly  irritated.  As 
the  juft  retribution  of  this  odious  conduft,  Ifrael  are 
invited  to  contemplate  them  receiving  the  juft  re- 
ward of  their  deeds.  They  fhall  be  covered  with 
fliamQ  and  confufion  on  account  of  their  egregious 
folly ;  they  ihall  be  perpkxed  w>d  troubled  at  the 
remembrance  of  their  wickednefs,  and  with  the  pro- 
ved: of  inevitable  xxasu-^Thsy  Jhall  be  as  nothings 
They  (ball  becpme  baTe  and  contemptible,  they  fliall 
be  deprived  entirely  of  power  and  influence,  and  be 
brought  tooought — Tl^y  thatjlrive  ^vitb  thee  Jhall 
ferijh.  They  who  contend  with  tliee  and  endeavour 
by  ftrife  a«d  violence,  to  refill  the  force  of  truth  and 
innocence,  to  injure  by  various  ways  thy  beft  interefts, 
and  to  d^ftroy  thy  peace  and  comfort ;  fhall  periih. 
&0Q1  ofifth^  earth,  and  fall  into  irremediable  deftruc- 
tion. — ^Malignant  rage,  and  virulent  oppoiition,  di- 
leded  againil  the  people  of  God,  is  a  daring  affront 
ofieiodLtQ  tile  Almighty ;  it  is  a  flagitious  attempt  to 
countetai^  the  .defigns  of  his  providence  and  grace, 
to  dcfUcfy  his  image  and  temple  from  among  men  ; 
and  therefore  we  cannot  be  furprifed  when  informed, 
that  they  who  aft  in  tiii§  manner  ihall  be  configned 
tn  perdition^ 

12  Thou 
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1 2  Thou  fhalt  feek  them,  and  (halt  not  find 
them,  even  them  that  contended  with  thee  : 
they  that  war  againft  thee  {hall  be  as  nothing, 
and  as  a  thing  of  nought. 

The  fubjed  introduced  in  the  preceding  verfe,  is 
here  continued  and  amplified. — The  perfons  who 
were  to  be  fought  for  in  vain,  are  the  furious  perfe- 
cutors  of  the  fervants  of  God,  who  with  great  rancour 
and  rage,  contended  with  them  on  account  of  the 
principles  and  praftices  to  which  they  were  inviola- 
bly attached,  and  who  were  therefore  configned  to  de- 
ftru6tion.  Though  like  a  mighty  river  overflowing 
its  banks,  that  runs  with  the  utmoft  impetuofity,  they 
threatened  ruin  to  all  that  ftood  in  their  way,  yet  be- 
ing themfelves  unexpeftedly  overthrown,  they  were 
to  be  fought  for  in  vain.  According  to  the  predidion 
of  the  royal  prophet,  *  The  wicked  fhall  periih,  and 

*  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  fhall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs; 

*  they  Ihall  confume,  into  fmoke  fhall  tliey  codfume 

*  a»vay  *.*  *  They  pafTed  away,  and,  lo,  they  are  not ; 

*  yea,  I  fought  them,  but  they  could  not  be  found  f.* 
— The  latter  part  of  this  verfe  contains  the  fame  fen- 
timent  exprefTed  in  the  formier  verfe,  and  flrongly  fug- 
gefts  this  ufeful  remark,  that  the  malicious  adtions 
done  by  falfe  brethren  to  the  people  of  God,  expofe 
the  perpetrators  to  defolating  judgments.  Many  in- 
flances  of  this  fort  are  recorded  in  fcripture,  of  which 
I  only  mention  one  at  prefent.  The  Edomites,  for, 
their  unfriendly  condud:  toward  the  poflerity  of  Ja- 
cob incurred  this  awful  denunciation  of  divine  ven- 
geance :  *  For  thy  violence  agamil  thy  brother  Ja- 

*  cob,  fhame  fhall  cover  thee ;  and  thou  fhalt  be  cut 

*  off  for  ever  J.* — Thus  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  times 
of  the  Maccabees,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Chriflian 
church,  and  in  fubfequent  periods,  as  might  be  eafily 
evinced  were  it  necellary.  - 

13  For  I  the  LORD  thy  God  will  bold  thy 

righ^ 

♦  Pfal.  xxxyiu  20.        f  Vcr.  36.         J  Obadiah,  vcr#  XQ,    ' 
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right  hand,  faying  unto  thee,  Fear  not,  I  will 
help  thee. 

OuF' Prophet  repeats  the  reviving  truth  he  had  ad- 
vanced in  ver.  104  as  a  ground  of  confolation  to 
the  dejedted  fervants  of  God  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
extremity  of  diftrefs.  If  it  be  aflced,  how  can  they 
cxped  to  behold  their  enemies  difperfed  and  brought 
to  nothing ;  a  latisfying  anfwer  is  given  in  the  words 
before  us ;  which  aferd  a  frefh  difplay  of  the  divine 
condefcenfion,  and  the  gracious  regard  that  God  ne- 
ver fails  to  difcover  for  his  people  in  circumftances  of 
affidUon.  Their  ddmaying  fears  often  return,  -  and' 
thcrefcMre  to  difpel  them,  he  is  pleafed  once  and  again 
to  fugged  the  moft  animating  aflbrances,  that  thqr 
may  make  the  deeper  impreffion  on  their  minds. 
Though  thefe  repetitions  may  feem  tedious  or  unne- 
ceflary  to  thofe  who  perceive  not  their  beauty  and 
importance,,  they  ferve  to  confirm  the  comfortable 
tmths  they  contain,  and  to  excite  firm  confidence  in 
the  promHes  of  Jehovah.  They  awaken  attention, 
and  render  the  impreffion  of  what  is  reiterated  deeper 
and  more  dmrable.  With  thefe  views,  Ifaiah  agam 
inculcates  what  he  had  already  aflerted,  upon  the 
principle  adopted  by  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles, 
'  To  write  the  fame  things  to  you,  to  me  is  not  grie- 
*  vous,  but  for  you  it  is  iafe  *.' — ^Frequently  revolve 
in  your  thoughts,  my  brethren,  thefe  cqnfolatory 
words,  until  you  become  well  acquainted  with  their 
import;  eameftly  pray  that  they  may  be  verified 
unto  you,  until  you  experience  their  joyful  accom- 
plifliment. 

s 

14  Fear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men 
oflfrael:  I  will  help  thee,  faith  the  LORD, 
and  thy  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  IfracL 

This  animating  exhortation  is  again  addrefied  to 
Jacob  and  Urael,  with  whofe  names  two  diminutive 

appellations 
♦  Phil.  ill.  I. 
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spallations  am  united.  With  the  feormerk  jomed 
the  defignation  of  a  worm ;  and  with  the  lattei,  that 
of  men  or  mortals,  as  the  Hebrew  word  lignifics. 
Though  the  firft  of  thefe  epithets  k  very  humUiatitig, 
yet  it  is  certainly  applicable  to  every  individual  in 
the  church  of  God.  Thofe  who  through  divine  mer- 
cy are  elevated  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  glorious  pd- 
vileges  fpecified  in  the  preceding  verfes,  and  who 
feel  the  remains  of  pride  ind  other  corrupt  paifionfi^ 
need  to  be  reminded  of  their  infignificance,  and  con* 
iequent  unworthinefs  of  fuch  ineftimable  benefits. 
The  tender  compaffion  which  God  ihewB  to  im  fer^ 
vants^  and  the  fubftantkl  bleifing^  whereby  they  are 
enriched^  are  conferred^  not  on  account  a£  thek  in- 
trinfic  excellence  or  dignity,  but  for  hk  own  xuune's 
fake — Fear  not,  faith  God,  thou  weak,  defpicabk, 
defencelefs  creature,  who  art  Ikble  to  be  trampkd 
upon  by  wicked  men  of  the  earth,  and  cnilhed  un^ 
der  the  feet  of  violence ;  who  art  incapable  of  refift^ 
ing  the  force  that  would  oppreis  and  deftroy  thee-« 
Thou  who  art  in  a  low  negleded  condition,  fikat^ 
overlooked,  and  contemned  by  the  mighty,  the  rich* 
and  the  noble,  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  (& 
fbouring  pf  all  things,  thou  whq  iaidi^  behold,  I  am 
vile ;  I  abhor  myfelf  in  duft  and  aflics— -Thou  wboiQ 
thefe  and  other  refpeds,  art  conformed  to  my  ri^- 
teous  fervant,  who  in  hk  humiliation,  according  to 
prophecy,  notwithftanding  hk  tranicendent  cxcel*- 
knce,  ihall  compare  himfelf  to  the  loweft  reptile 
which  his  own  hand  hath  formed  *,^^Te  mortaU  9f 
JfraeU  who  are  fprung  of  the  duft,  frail,  uncertain,  dy- 
ing creatures,  who  are  liable  to  innumerable  dHea&s 
and  accidents,  whereby  you  may  be  cut  off  from  the 
land  of  the  living.  From  the  day  of  your  nativity 
and  firft  appearance  upon  earth,  you  aiQ  coi^oil^ 
obnoxious  to  difiblution .  and  death,  and  eveiy  fQf>x 
ment  approaching  nearer  to  mortality.  Ye  few  men 
of  lixael,  as  the  original  word  k  rendered  on  the  mar- 
gin»  whofe  number  k  now  comparatively  finall^ta 
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what  it  once  was,  before  ye  were  cut  Ihort  in  righ- 
teoofbefs.  Ye  little  flock,  which  God  hath  feleded 
£ar  his  peculiar  treafure,  who  are  apt  to  be  incum- 
bered by  fears  and  cares,  bot|i  as  to  your  temporal 
and  fpiritual  concerns,  as  to  your  prefent  and  future 
ftate— To  you  I  repeat  the  admonition  I  have  once 
and  again  deUrered,  Fear  not. 

/  will  help  fbeey  faith  the  Lord^  8tc.  To  engage 
you  tD  comply  with  this  falutary  dire£tion,  I  cmce 
more  fugged  that  powerful  motive  which  ought  to 
baniih  boon  your  minds  every  timorous  apprehen- 
fion.  I  the  Lord  will  not  only  aflbrd  thee,  the  ne- 
ceflary  aid  communicated  to  mankind  in  general,  but 
to  thee  I  will  fuperadd  the  fpecial  affiftance  of  my  Spi- 
rit and  grace;  I  will  refcue  thee  from  the  hands  of  thy 
enemies;  I  will  proteft  thee  from  evil,  and  give  thee 
the  inclination,  ability,  and  opportunity  of  doing  that 
which  is  well  pleafing  in  my  fight.  Of  this  feafon- 
able  help,  you  have  the  moft  explicit  affurance  given 
you  by  the  Lord,  the  eternal,  omnipotent,  faithful 
Jehovah,  who  can  impart  with  infinite  eafe  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  the  relief  that  you  need, 
and  which  he  hath  promifed. — And  thy  Redeemer^ 
who  redeemed  thy  father  Jacob  from  all  evil,  who 
deUvered  his  pofterity  from  Egyptian  bondage,  and 
who  faves  his  ^iritual  Ifrael  from  all  their  iniqmties, 
and  from  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies. — The  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael^  from  whom  all  their  fandity  proceeds, 
and  who  in  their  fervices  and  afiTemblies  is  celebrated 
andfendified  by  them.  Thefe- amiable  charaders 
here  clainxed  by  Jehovah  give  fatisfying  fecurity  to 
his  peculiar  people,  that  he  will  be  their  all-fufficient 
help  J  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  indulge  finful 
HaTiih  fears,  that  may  prove  highly  prejudicial  to 
themfclvcs,  and  diflionourable  to  God.  They  ought 
father  to  trice  courage,  and  fey  with  the  church  of 
dd,  *  God  is  our  refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prefent 
*  help  in  trouble  j  therefore  will  not  we  fear,  &f^.** 

15  Behold 
•  Plal,  xlvi.  I,  2: 
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15  Behold  I  will  make  thee  a  new  fharp 
threfhing  inftrument  having  teeth;  thou  (halt 
threfh  the  mountains,  and  beat  them  fmall,  and 
fhalt  make  the  hills  as  chaff. 

The  Lord,  the  Redeemer,  the  Hdy  One  of  Ifiael, 
felemnly,  declares  that  he  was  about  to  accomplifh, 
by  means  of  his*  people,  great  things,  far  beyond  their 
cxpedation.  Though  affiled  and  defpifed,  they 
were  not  only  to  repel  the  attacks  of  their  enemies, 
aififted  by  the  powers  of  this  world,  but  through  the 
aid  of  the  Almighty  they  were  to  fubdue  many  great 
and  powerful  princes,  and  to  bring  them  into  fubjec- 
tion  to  their  Lord  and  Redeemer. — Behold,!  will  make 
thee  a  newjharp  threjhing  in/irument,8Lc.  This  figura- 
tive expreffion  leems  to  have  been  taken  from  the  threfh- 
ing inftruments  anciently  ufed  among  eaftem  nations, 
wfech  at  prefent  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  defcribe,  ha- 
ving  mentioned  the  different  kinds  of  thefe  machines, 
when  difcoiirfing  from  chap,  xxviii.  27.  Nor  will  I 
Hay  to  embellifti  this  metaphor,  or  to  juftify  the  ap- 
plication of  it,  which  is  plainly  intended  to  give  a 
ftriking  reprefentation  of  the  (laughter  and  difperfion 
of  the  wicked.  The  force  and  fuitablenefs  of  this 
image  to  illuftrate  the  fubjeft,  affords  fufficient  rea^ 
fon  for  its  adoption. — Having  teeth.wefl  fitted  to  ex- 
ecute the  important  purpofe  which  thou  (halt  be  the 
means  of  accomplifhing. — Thoujhalt  ihrejh  the  moun^ 
tains.  Thefe  words  mufl  be  underftood,  not  in  the 
literal,  but  in  the  metaphorical  fenfe.  The  (late  of 
mankind  refembles  the  uneven  furface  of  the  earth, 
fome  parts  of  which  are  low,  and  others  high  and 
mountainous.  In  like  manner,  fome  people  are  in  a 
low  fituation,  fome  (land  on  a  level  with  the  gre^t 
bulk,  fome,  like  mountains,  are  elevated  high  above 
others.  Thefe  laft  mentioned  are  the  perfons  here 
intended.  In  this  view,  the  predidion  imports,  that 
Kirael,  the  peculiar  people  of  God,  were  to  be  em- 
ployed by  divine  Providence  in  beating  down  and 
breaking  to  pieces  their  powerful  enemies  among 

whom 
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whom  were  many  mighty  princes  and  gteat  kingdoms, 
whofe  pomp  and  grandeur  ihoiild  be  trampled  upon 
and  deftroyed. — ji?ui  beat  thtmfmalL  So  complete 
was  to  be  the  conqueft  they  ihould  obtain  over  their 
formidable  adverfaries,  that  they  were  to  be  reduced 
to  the  moft  abjed  fubmifficm,  and  deprive  of  their 
former  dignity  and  importance. — Andjhalt  make  the 
InUt  as  cbcff^  which  being  light  and  inconiiderable, 
is  driven  away  and  difperfed  by  the  wind.  Thofe 
powerful  kings  and  princes,  thofe  mighty  empires 
and  ftates  that  fupported  fuperftition  and  idolatry, 
and  obflru6ted  the  progrefe  of  the  fervants  of  God, 
employed  in  propagating  his  kingdom,  were  accord- 
ing to  this  prophecy,  to  be  deftroyed.  We  may  not, 
however,  fuppofe  that  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
bis  Chrill,  which  is  not  of  this  world,  is  inimical  to 
the  governments  eftabliflied  on  this  earth,  for  promo- 
ting the  (»der  and  happmefs  of  fociety ;  to  the  beft 
interefts  of  which  it  yields  the  (trongeft  fupport. 
Should  they  malicioufly  oppofe  the  advancement  of 
the  honour,  the  authority,  and  defigns  of  the  Go- 
vernor among  the  nations,  they  have  reafon  to  ex* 
pcd,  that  they  ihall  be  broken  in  pieces. — ^This  pie- 
didion,  confidered  in  relation  to  individuals,  Whofe 
minds  are  puffed  up  with  high  thoughts,  and  lofty 
imaginations,  which  exalt  themfelves  agfiinft  the 
knowledge  of  God,  may  denote ;  that  the  word  of 
truth  delivered  by  his  fervants,  and  accompanied 
with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ihall  prove  in- 
ftrumentsd  for  divefting  them  of  the  errors  they  had 
embraced,  for  fubduing  the  pri4e  of  their  hearts,  and 
bringing  diem  with  humble  gratitude,  to  fubmit  to 
the  righteoufnefs  and  authority  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Viewed  in  reference  to  fociety^  it  may  import,  that 
by  means  of  the  word  of  God  admimftered  by  his 
fervants,  attended  with  divine  energy,  and  armed 
with  awfvd  threatenings,  the  powers  adverfe  to  the 
kingdom  of  God  {hall  be  demolifhed. 

16  Thou  {halt  fan  them,  and  the  wind  {hall 
Vol.  III.  N  n  carry 
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carry  them  away,  and  the  whirlwind  fliall 
fcatter  them :   and  thou  fhalt  rejoice  in  the 
LORD,  and  {halt  glory  in  the  holy  One  of 
'  Ifrael. 

In  allufion  to  the  inftniments  ufed  in  the  barn^ 
and  the  employment  of  the  threlhing  floor,  our  Pro- 
phet adds  force  and  beauty  to  the  important  fubjed 
whereof  he  treats. — Thou  fbalt  fan  them.  The  fan 
is  an  inftruraent  ufed  for  the  winnowing  of  com,  in 
order  to  feparate  the  chaff  and  the  refufe  from  the 
good  grain,  of  which  there  feems  to  have  been  two 
kinds  among  the  Jews ;  one  that  ferved  to  turn  up 
the  wheat  to  the  wind,  and  the  other  to  blow  away 
the  ftraw  and  the  chaff.  When  therefore  God  de- 
clares that  his  people  fhall  fan  the  nations,  he  fore- 
tels,  that  they  (hall  be  the  mean  of  feparating  the 
good  from  the  bad,  the  righteous  from  the  wicked ; 
and  that  through  their  inftrumentality,  the  genuine 
charad:er  and  temper  of  men  fhall  be  difcovered. 
Thofe  who  efpoufe  their  in^erefts,  fhall  be  eafily  dif- 
crirfiinated  from  them  that  oppofe  and  injme  them. 
If  they  be  feparated  from  the  ungodly  and  profane, 
with  whom  they  foiinerly  aflbciated,  and  appear  pure 
and  uncorrupt,  they  fhall  be  ellimated  on  account 
of  their  worth  and  excellence  ;  but,  if  after  being 
put  to  the  trial,  they  feem  worthlefs  and  wicked, 
they  fhall  be  difperfed  and  abandoned  to  deftruflion. 
— The  windjhall  carry  them  away  ;  afflidion  and  ca- 
lamity Ihall  take  them  away  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  riches,  the  honours,  and  pleafures  which  they 
poflefled.  and  highly  valued. — And  the  whirlwind 
Jhall  fcatter  them.  Unexpeded  direful  judgments 
fhall  hurl  them  with  violence  from  their  place,  and 
deprive  them  entirely  of  the  influence  they  had  at- 
tained. 

And  thoujhalt  rejoce  in  the  Lord,  &c.  Beholding 
the  wonderful  increafe  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
the  difpei-fion  of  its  powerful  enemies,  thou  fhalt  be 
glad  in  the  rich  dilplays  of  the  perfedionsof  Jeho\^h, 
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exerted  la  thy  favour,  in  the  feafonahle  interpo- 
fitions  jof  his  providence,  in  the  intimate  relations 
wherein  he  (lands  conneded  with  thee,  in  the 
bleffings  of  his  goodnel's  thou  haft  received,  and  in 
the  glorious  profpeds  he  hath  opened  to  thy  view. 
Your  heart  ihall  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  you  Ihall 
joy  in  the  God  of  your  falvation,  fo  that  you  Ihall  be 
filled  with  comfort,  and  be  exceeduig  joyful  in 
all  your  tribulations. — j^nd  Jhalt  glory  in  the  ho- 
ly One  of  IfraeL  Thou  Ihalt  exult  and  triumph 
in  God,  who  is  fupremely  excellent  and  holy, 
and  who  haft  done  great  things,  whereof  thou 
haft  caufe  to  be  glad.  Cheriflung  the  moft  ex- 
alted fentiments  of  his  tranfcendent  majefty  and  ado- 
rable grace,  of  his  incomparable  grandeur,  and  amia- 
ble condefcenfion,  they  ftiall  fo  occupy  thy  heart 
and  ingrofe  thy  affedions,  that  thou  ftialt  make  thy 
bosift  rf  God  all  the  day  long,  and  praife  his  name 
for  ever  and  ever.  And  on  every  proper  occalion, 
thou  Ihalt  chearfully  cxprefs  unfliaken  confidence 
and  joy  in  the  mercy,  power,  and  faithfulnefs  of  him 
who  Ikndifies  his  church,  and  is  faijdified  by  them. 

17  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water, 
^d  there  ts  none,  and,  their  tongue  failethfor 
thirft,  I  the  LORD  will  hear  them,  /  the 
God  of  Ilrael  will  not  forfake  them. 

Another  fource  of  confolation  is  here  opened  to 
the  church,  when  in  a  deftitute  alBided  condition. 
The  people  of  God  are  defcribed  in  retercncc  to  the 
neceffitous  circumftances  in  which  many  of  them  are 
placed  in  this  prefent  world.  Tiie  Lord  and  Saviour 
of  the  world  appeared  not  on  eaith  in  the  pomp  and 
fplendor  of  a  prince,  but  in  the  humble  fonn  of  a 
fervant,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  a  carpenter. 
The  firft  minifters  of  his  kingdom  were  felecled  from 
among  poor  filhermen,  by  whom  the  gofpel  was 
preached  to  the  poor,  whom  God  hath  cholen  to  be 
lL:h  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  he  hath  pro- 
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tnifed  to  them  that  love  him  ^.  Though  fome  mighty 
and  noble  have  been  called  to  glory  and  virtue^  yet 
the  bulk  of  the  fervants  of  God,  are  not  only  in  indi^ 
gent  external  circumftances,  but  they  are  all  poor  in 
fpirit,  and  lowly  in  their  minds  ;  deeply  fenfible  that 
they  can  never  difcharge  that  immenfe  load  of  debt 
which  they  owe  to  God,  that  they  have  nothing  to 
give  him  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  that  unable  to 
relieve  themfelves,  they  continually  depend  on  the 
Giver  of  all  good  for  every  thin^  that  they  need. 
With  refpeft  to  their  fpiritual  ftate,  they  fed  their 
neceffities,  they  acknowledge  themfelves  deftjtute  of 
the  true  riches ;  and  foiicitous  to  have  their  wants 
fupplied,  they  place  themfelves  at  wifdom*s  gates, 
and  importunately  knock  at  the  door  of  mercy.— 
lyhen  people  of  this  defcription, 

Seek  water^  and  there  is  fwne^  fe-c.  When  dif- 
trefled  with  a  painful  lenfe  of  the  want  of  neceflary 
refrefhments,  eflential  to  their  fubfiftence  and  com- 
fort, which  in  fome  fituations  can  hardly  be  obtained. 
— In  this  uneafy  forlorn  condition,  when  they  in-^ 
tenfely  defire,  and  eameftly  feek  for  reUef  from  him 
who  fulfils  the  jufl  defires  of  them  that  fear  him, 
they  are  here  aflured  they  fhall  not  alk  in  vain. 
Though  like  Samfon  at  Ranaoth-Lehi,  they  aic  ready 
to  perifh  with  thirft,  the  Lord  mercifid  and  gra- 
cious, will  grant  them  feafonable  fuppUe^  of  their 
neceffities. — Deficiency  of  temporal  good  things, 
ought  to  remind  us,  my  brethren,  of  our  fpiritual 
wants,  as  it  did  the  kin^  of  Ifrael,  who,  when  diC 
trefled  for  water,  became  ftill  more  fenfible  of  his 
need  of  God's  prefence  and  bleffing.  This  is  indeed 
one  defign  for  which  God  reduces  his  fervants  to 
ftraits ;  he  deprives  them  of  outward  comforts,  to 
make  them  fenfible  of  tlieir  need  of  fpiritual  bleffings, 
which  are  moft  excellent  and  durable.  We  are 
fenfible  of  our  temporal  neceffities,  we  feel  uneafy 
under  them,  we  are  anxious  to  have  them  relieved, 
and  diligently  ufe  every  proper  mean  to  obtain  what 
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is  diential  to  our  comfort.  When  therefore  we  £kA 
the  want  of  what  is  requifite  to  the  fupport  of  nature, 
kt  us  recolle<ft  our  greater  need  of  fupplies  of  gracc^ 
and  let  us  requeil  them  from  God,  with  more  intenie 
defires  than  ever  we  felt  when  parched  with  thirft, 
for  the  water  that  flows  fix)m  the  pureft  fountain.— « 
A  circumftance  is  here  mentioned,  which  renders  the 
condition  of  the  poor  truly  deplorable,  and  which  ex- 
cites the  divine  compaflion  exprefled  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  verfe,  viz.  There  is  none.  Notwithftand- 
mg  there  is  commonly  abundance  of  water  in  the 
fountains,  the  ftreams,  and  the  rivers,  the  people  of 
God,  in  particjular  places,  on  Ibme  occalions,  may  be 
vifited  with  drought,  and  their  fituation  be  like  that 
of  the  nobles  of  Judah,  who  fent  their  little  ones  to 
the  waters ;  they  came  to  the  pits,  and  found  no 
water;  they  returned  with  their  veflels  empty*. 
This  painful  calamity,  exhibits  an  affedting  reprefen- 
tation  of  a  more  dreadful  judgment ;  a  fainine  not  of 
br^d  and  water,  but  of  the  word  of  God,  the  or* 
dinances  of  divine  inftitution,  the  waters  of  the  fane* 
tuary,  and  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  from 
the  fatal  eflfeds  of  which  the  Lord  promifes  to  deliver 
his  people. 

I  the  Lord  will  bear ^  &c.  I  whofe  tender  mer^ 
cies  fad  not,  who  am  the  hearer  of  prayer,  and  a 
preient  help  in  time  of  need,  I  will  gracioufly 
regard  their  mournful  complaints,  and  earaefl:  fup. 
plications.  This  diltinguUiiing  favour,  which  in  many 
inttances,  God  hath  cjnferred  upon  his  fervants,  he 
aflures  them  liiali  not  be  withheld  m  future  periods, 
and  that  in  the  greateil  limits,  he  will  relieve  both 
their  temporal  and  Ipiritual  necefiities. — I  the  God 
of  llrael,  who  only  aotti  wondrous  things,  and  who 
hath  wrought  nuracles  of  mercy  for  their  falvation, 
who  am  intimately  conneded  with  them,  and  hath 
at  all  times  tiie  mod  tender  folicitude  for  their  bell 
interefts. — I  will  notjorjake  them.  Though  for  wife 
9nd  lalutaiy  purpoJes  1  may  permit  them  to  faE  into 

trouble 
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trouble  and  ftmits,  in  all  thefe  I  will  be  with  tbep, 
to  fupport,  to  revive,  and  to  deliver  in  the  time  of 
extremity.  Far  from  cafting  them  off,  I  will  not 
even  leave  them  for  a  time  to  Ihift  for  themfelves  ; 
but  will  retain  them  continually  under  the  car«  of 
my  providence.  Let  Ifrael  then  rejoice  in  him  that 
made  liim ;  let  the  children  of  Tion  be  joyiul  in  their 
King,  whofe  glory  and  good-will  Ihines  with  fuch 
amiable  luftre,  in  the  precious  promifes  that  he  hath 
given  them  for  their  encouragement, 

1 8  I  will  open  rivers  in  high  places,  and 
foimtains  in  the  midft  of  the  valleys:  I  will 
make  the  wildemefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the 
dry  land  fprings  of  water. 

To  adminifter  more  abundant  confolation  to  his 
upright  fervants,  God  afliires  them  that  he  will  effect 
the  moft  furprifing  revolutions  to  afford  them  the 
plentiful  fupply  of  their  wants. — High  places,  ex- 
tenfive  valleys,  the  wildemefs,  and  the  dry  land, 
commonly  feel  moft  the  deplorable  effeds  of  the 
want  of  water  in  time  of  drought.  To  difplay 
the  omnipotence  of  Jehovah,  and  his  tender  regard 
to  the  neceffities  and  prayers  of  his  people  in  diftrefs, 
he  mercifully  declares,  that  in  every  place,  however 
deftitute  of  the  means  of  giving  them  rehef,  he  him- 
felf  will  grant  then;!  ample  fupplies  of  what  they  moft 
need,  and  render  their  fituation  the  reverfe  of  what 
it  had  been- in  times  paft.  He  will  rather  interpofe, 
and  accomplifli  the  moft  improbable  events,  than  fuf- 
fer  his  fervants  to  remain  deftitute  of  neceflary  fup- 
port and  refrefhment.  Having  ftated  what  feems  to 
be  the  general  import  of  the  promifes  now  before  us, 
in  their  literal  meaning,  let  us  confider  their  fpiritual 
and  more  recondite  lenfe.  In  this  view,  thefe  pre- 
didions  give  expUcit  affm'ance,  that  the  word  and 
ordinances  6f  God,  accompanied  with  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  were  to  have  free  courfe,  and  tp 
flow  vith  remarkable  ftrength  and  fulnefs  among 
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thofe  exalted  to  diftinguiilied  eminence,  and  poflfefled 
of  lofty  fentiments  refpeding  their  fpiritual  (late — 
That  among  thofe  celebrated  for  humility,  beauty, and 
fruitfulnefs,  fources  of  facred  inftrudion  were  to  be 
opened,  from  whence  the  waters  of  the  fanftuaiy 
were  to  be  copioufly  difperfed  and  enjoyed  in  great 
abundance  in  diftant  places — ^That  in  the  wildernefs, 
in  countries  formerly  barren  and  uncultivated,  there 
were  to  be  colle6l:ed  together  many  of  thofe,  who, 
endowed  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, fhould  plentifully  difpenfe  the  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel — And  that  thofe  people  who  were  lignificantly 
rcprefented  by  dry  land,  who  had  continued  for  long 
time  deftitute  of  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God,  were  to 
be  favovu^d  with  conftant  plentiful  fupplies  of  the 
choiceft  fpiritual  bleffings,  whereby  they  Ihould  be 
refreflied  and  comforted.  By  thefe  pleafant  images, 
taken  from  the  natural  world,  is  exhibited  the  defi- 
rable  change  which  the  Lord  God  was  to  produce  in 
the  thurch,  and  the  plentiful  provifion  that  he  was 
to  make  for  advancing  their  happinefs  aud  confola- 
tion. — That  nothing  may  be  wanting  tv  complete 
their  felicity,  he  fartiier  declares, 

1 9  I  will  plant  in  the  wildernefs  the  cedar, 
the  fhittah  tree,  and  the  myrtle,  and  the  oil 
tree:  I  will  fet  in  the  defart  the  fir  tree,  and 
the  pine,  and  the  box  tree  together. 

Other  important  benefits  are  here  promifed  to  the  * 
fiiithful  fervants  of  God,  in  beautiful  figurative  lan- 
guage. Seven  different  kinds  of  trees  are  mention- 
ed, and  as  feven  is  a  number  fometimes  ufed  in  fcrip- 
ture  to  denote  perfeftion,  fome  writers  have  fuppo- 
fed  that  it  here  ferves  to  exprels  the  extenfive  pro- 
tedion,  fupport,  and  confolation  which  God  aflures 
his  people  he  will  confer  upon  them. — Some  of  the 
trees  fpecified,  as  the  box,  are  ufeful  for  fhelter  from 
ftorms,  from  piercing  cold,  and  fcorching  heat.  Some 
of  them  are  remarkable  for  magnificent  appearance 
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and  excellent  timber,  ferving  both  for  ornament  ahd 
life,  as  the  cedar  and  the  fir  tree.  Some  of  thetn  af- 
ford the  bell  means  of  obtJtinirtg  light,  nourifhment, 
and  the  ciire  of  various  diftempers,  as  doth  the  oil 
tree.  Now  when  God  foretels  that  he  will  plant 
them  together  in  the  wiMemefs,  the  predidion  may 
import,  that  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence  he  will 
ipaife  up  inftruments  to  protedl,  to  adorn,  to  illunii* 
Hate,  to  cherifti,  and  comfort  his  fervants.  In  the 
more  figurative  fenfe,  it  intimates,  that  the  Lord  God 
Would  r^e  up^  for  the  benefit  of  his  church,  men  of 
diftinguiftied  eminence  and  ufefulnefs,  fuch  as  judge* 
and  generals,  to  afford  them  protedion ;  rulers  and 
governor*,  who  fhould  prove  both  ornamental  and 
ufeful  to  them  ;  and  choice  minifters  erf  the  word, 
from  whofe  dodrine  they  were  to  derive  defence 
from  evil,  fpiritual  nourifhment,  and  confolation.*— 
If  the  defign  of  God  in  giving  us  promifes  is  that  we 
tnay  be  thereby  excited  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all 
filthinefs  of  flelh  and  fpirit,  perfeding  holinefs  in  hk 
fear ;  much  more  ought  the  adual  enjoyment  of  the 
benefits  contained  in  them,  to  promote  thefe  falutary 
purpofes.  All  the  mercies  we  receive  are  intended 
to  improve  our  fpiritual  ftate,  particularly  thefe  now 
mentioned;  and  good  were  it  for  us  that  we  had 
not  enjoyed  them,  if  we  are  not  thereby  made  holier^ 
and  wiier,  and  better. 

20  That  they  may  fee,  and  know,  and  con- 
fider,  and  underftand  together^  that  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  hath  done  this,  and  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael  hath  created  it. 

Variety  of  expreffions  are  employed  to  defcribe 
the  happy  effefts  that  were  to  reftdt  from  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  above  predidlions.  The  people  of  God, 
obferving  his  hand  in  the  liberal  communications  he 
grants  them,  of  neceflary  bleffings  in  anfwer  to  their 
prayers,  fhall  be  induced  to  give  him  the  glory  and 
praife  due  to  his  name.    Words  are  multiplied  to  ex- 
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prefs  the  feveral  operations  requifite  to  become  pro- 
perly acquainted  with  the  author  of  their  mercies. 
^^That  they  may  fee  to  whom  they  are  indebted ; 
they  ihall  not  only  behold  providential  difpenfations 
with  their  bodily  eyes,  but  they  (hall  diligently  at- 
tend to  them  with  their  minds.  By  afting  in  this 
manner,  they  (hall  be  diftinguiftied  from  thofe  who 
only  take  a  tranfient  view  of  the  works  of  God,  and 
do  not  furvey  them  fteadily,  in  conne6lion  with  their 
divine  author,  and  the  noble  purpofes  they  were  in- 
tended to  promote — That  fhey  may  know,  and  acquire 
a  certain  thorough  pradical  acquaintance  with  the 
operations  of  infinite  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs, 
manifeft  in  the  furprifing  events  that  God  bringeth 
to  pafs,  for  the  benefit  of  his  church. — And  confider. 
Many  thoughtlefs  perfons  fee  and  know  what  they 
do  not  lay  to  heart.  But  God  expedls  that  his  peo- 
ple will  fo  regard  his  works  as  to  perceive  his  hand 
in  them,  and  learn  to  difcriminate  the  happy  ftate 
of  them  that  fear  him,  from  their  condition  tRat  fear 
him  not. — And  under/land  together.  By  obferration, 
knowledge,  and  confideration,  they  may  clearly  dif- 
cover  the  glorious  fovereignty  and  dominion  ot  God, 
difplayed  in  the  inftruments  he  employs,  in  the  com- 
paffion  which  he  (hews,  and  the  favours  he  bellows 
.  upon  his  people.  Thus  they  become  fcnfible,  that 
all  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth,  to 
fuch  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  attain  to  comfortable 
experience  of  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord — They 
fee  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  done  this,  that  by  his 
mighty  power,  without  any  foreign  affiftance,  he 
ra^es  ample  provifion  for  his  fervants ;  he  removes 
every  obftacle.that  lay  in  the  way  of  their  deliver- 
ance, and  feafonably  confers  upon  them  thoie  fub- 
ftantial  benefits,  which  render  their  fituation  pleafant 
and  comfortable,  to  the  glory  of  his  great  name,  who 
is  frequently  denominated  the  Holy  One  of  llrael.— 
Let  us  meditate  of  all  God^s  works,  and  talk  of  his 
doings,  and  pralfe  him  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men,  whereby  he  demonftrates  his  power 
V0L.IIL  Oo  and 
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and  preiei!K:e,  efpecially  for  thofe  precious  blef- 
Imgs  by  which  he  enriches  and  adorns  his  church. 
— *Tbe  late  biiho]^  of  Londoti  coniklers-  this  pre- ' 
didtion,  as  cxpreffing'  Godfs  mercy  to  the  Jews,  on 
their  return  froiaa  BaJE^ylon ;  in  fupplying  them  with 
abundant  water,  whim  diftreiifed  with  tfairft,  and  m 
affording  them  i^Uef  when  fainting  with  heat  in  their 
journey,  destitute  of  Shelter;  by  eaufing  fhady  treesy 
and  thofe  of  die  talleft  and  fnoft  beautSiil  kmds,  to 
fpring  up  for  their  defence  *•  It  feems  efpecially  ta 
have  been  intended  to  revive  and  folacc  the  dejefted 
xninds  of  God's  fervants,  in  the  firft  ages  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  church,  under  the  various  hardfhips  and  diilref- 
fes  they  fuftained.  You  may  read  its  fulfilment,  in 
the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  words,  in  the  Adls  of  the 
Apdues,  and  in  fubfequent  hiftories  of  the  difciples 
of  jefus  Chrift. 

21  ^Produce  yaur  caufe,  faith  the  LORDj 
fcring  forth  your  ftrong  reajons^  faith  the  King 
of  Jacob*  , 

After  the  abofve  digreflion,  our  Prophet  returns  to 
challenge  idolaters  and  their  abettors,  to  adduce  an 
inftance  of  their  idols  having  done  any  thing  in  fa- 
vour of  their  votaries,  comparable  to  what  the  God 
of  Hhtel  hath  wrought  for  his  people.  He  urges  them 
to  fpccify  any  circumftance  whereby  their  true  and 
proper  divinity  could  be  evinced,  and  demands  their 
Gompfiance  with  fais  requeft ;  of  the  reafonablenefs 
and  juftice  of  which  they  muft  have  been  fenfible, 
— Bring  f^rib  jour  ftrong  reafonsy  if  you  have  any  in 
rcferve,  to  fupport  the  caufe  you  efpoufe.  Decline  not 
tointroduce  whatever  argument  you  apprehend  may 
fiarve  to  juftify  your  condud,  and  give  it  all  the 
weight  it  is  capable  of  bearing.  That  this  demand 
might  have  the  greater  force,  our  Prophet  fubjoins 
two  illuftrious  titles  of  the  true  God,  in  whofe  name 
lie  now  fp^e  and  a<fted — Saiib  the  Lord.  This  is 
•  the 

*  See  his  note  on\cr.  19. 
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the  fovereign  pieafure  of  the  eternal  Jehovah,  who  is, 
and  who  was,  and  who  is  to  come.  T&e  Kingof7acotf 
the  fupreme  Lord  and  Lawgiver  of  the  poftehty  of 
the  patriarch  who  was  called  by  that  name,  who  ex- 
ercifes  fupreme  dominion  Over  them,  and  according 
to  his  will  difpenfes  to  them  the  mod  iiifeftaiitiai  fai- 
yours. 

22  Let  them  bring  tbem  forth,  and  ihew  us 
what  fhall  happen  :  let  them  fhew  the  formejf 
things,  what  they  be,  that  we  may  confider 
them,  and  know  the  latter  end  of  them;  or 
declare  us  thin^  for  to  come. 

The  partizans  of  idolatry  «re  te«^  iH-ged  to  pro- 
duce, if  in  their  power,  the  proof  of  the  divinity  of 
their  gods,  that  is  derived  from  the  prediftion  of  fu- 
ture contingent  events.  Divine  honours  cannot  jvith 
juftice  be  claimed  by  any  one  who  doth  not  poflefs 
this  power,  which  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  the 
glorious  prerogative  of  him  who  is  truly  God.  Fu- 
ture events  may  be  diftributed  into  two  clafles,  viz. 
Thofe  which  maybe  denominated  necellary;  becauie» 
under  the  influence  of  divine  providence,  they  pro- 
ceed from  certain  determined  caufes,  which  uniform- 
ly operate,  and  are  invariably  fucceeded  hy  the  feme 
efifeds.  Thefe  may  be  eafily  foretold;  but  they  aie 
not  the  things  which  are  intended.  There  are  o- 
tber  things  which  are  called  fortuitous  ojr  contingent, 
that  arife  fron>  unforefeen  uncertam  caufes,  which 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  liuman  fegacity  and  pene- 
tration, and  that  are  altogether  unknown  to  man- 
kind, until  tjiey  adhially  come  to  pals.  Qf  this  lat- 
ter fort  are  the  things  to  happen,  whereof  Ifaiah 
fpeaks,  and  of  which  he  demands  an  account  from 
his  antagonifts;  that  they  might  give  convincing 
proof,  that  their  gods  could  have  jull  claim  to  the 
honours  due  to  deity ;  that  their  nature  was  really 
divine,  and  that  nothing  exceeded  their  underftand- 
ifig  and  knowltdg^.-^SAew  us  tvhatjhall  happen^  &c. 
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Publifli  with  confidence,  a  clear  and  accurate  ftate^ 
ment  of  the  whole  Series  of  events,  which  have  taken 
place  fince  the  commencement  of  time,  and  of  the 
things  that  ihall  hereafter  come  to  pais  unto  the  end 
of  the  world.  Point  out  exa£Uy  the  order  and  the 
time  in  which  they  fliall  occur,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  wherewith  they  fhall  be  attended.  Nothing 
lefs  than  perfed:  infinite  knowledge  muft  belong  to 
God,  to  whom  all  his  .works  are  known,  from  the  be- 
ginning unto  the  end,  who  receives  the  addrefles  of 
all  his  intelligent  creatures,  who  is  intimately  ac« 
quainted  with  their  various  fituations,  and  ieafonably 
fuppUes  all  their  wants.  If,  then,  the  idols  which 
you  ferve  are  indeed  what  you  imagine,  let  them  give 
evidence  of  the  juftice  of  their  claim,  by  exhibiting 
a  faithful  narration  of  memorable  events  that  have 
happened  in  time  pad,  which  have  either  efcaped 
the  notice  of  the  hiftorian,  or  which  have  fomehow 
been  buried  in  obhvion^— And  by  deUvering  diftindl 
predidtions  of  things,  thgt  (hall  come  to  pais  in  future 
diftant  periods,  into  which  human  fagacity  and  fore- 
fight  cannot  penetrate.  The  defigu  of  this  requifi- 
tion  is — Thaf  we  may  confider  them^  and  that  with  de- 
liberate attention  we  may  examine  their  pretenfiou 
to  the  divine  honours  which  they  receive ;  or,  as  the 
Hebrew  word  denotes,  that  we  may  fet  our  hearts 
upon  them,  and  know  the  latter  end  of  them,  be- 
come acquaint  with  things  which  Ihall  be  hereafter^ 
gnd  how  they  Ihall  eventually  terminate. 

23  Shew  the  things  that  are  to  come  hercr 
after,  that  we  may  know  that  ye  are  gods : 
yea,  do  good,  or  do  evil,  th&t  we  may  be  dif^ 
mayed  and  heboid  it  together. 

By  granting  the  requeft  1  now  make,  the  contro- 
verfy  bet;/v'ixt  you,  the  flrenuous  fupporters  of  idola- 
try, and  me,  the  fervant  of  the  living  God,  may  be 
ibon  decided. — Such  a  clear  extenfivc  knowledge  of 
lutufity  is  here  fuppofed .  to  belong  cxclufivcly  to 
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God,  as  difciiminates  him  from  all  thbfe  who  by  na^ 
ture  are  not  gods ;  fuch  a  knowledge,. that  could  a- 
ny  one  befide  him  demonftrate  that  he  poflefled,  hk 
deity  fhould  be  confefled.  To  this  deciuve  evidence 
the  Moft  High  God  is  pleafed  to  fubmit  his  title  and 
chara&er  to  be  tried ;  by  this  proof  he  would  have  the 
preteniions  of  the  gods  of  the  nations  to  be  examined* 
If  infaUible  foreknowledge  of  future  events,  even 
the  leaft,  the  gi-eateft,^  the  moft  fecret,  and  the  moft 
remote,  be  the  pecuhar  unqueftionable  prerogative 
of  the  Divinity;  then  they  who  are  unacquainted  with 
them  are  not  gods;  then  Jehovah,  w^ho  knoweth  and 
hath  declared  them,  is  the  true  God. — Tea^  do  good, 
or  do  evU.  Thofe  who  were  honoured  as  gods  are 
called  upon  to  give  another  evidence  of  their  deity, 
by  amply  recompenfing  their  worlhippers,  and  by 
puniihing  thofe  who  contemned  them.  The  God  of 
Il'rael,  who  direds  all  human  atFairs  by  his  righteous 
providence,  never  fails  to  remunerate  his  upright  fer- 
vants,  by  conferring  upon  them  important  benefits; 
and  to  inflidl  awful  judgments  upon  thofe  who  dif- 
honour  and  defpife  him.  Hereby  we  know  that  he 
is  God.  Do  you,  then,  in  like  manner  demonftrate 
.  that  you  are  gods,  by  refcuing  your  votaries  from  the 
enemies  and  dangers  to  which  they  are  expofed,  by 
enriching  them  with  the  moft  fubftantiai  bleflings, 
and  by  infli^^ng  remarkable  puniflunents  on  thole 
who  flight  and  deride  your  fervice ;  thus  overthrow 
and  bring  to  ruin  your  oppofers.  The  truth  is  af- 
firmed by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  •  Be  not  afraid  of 
*  them,  {viz.  the  idols  of  the  heathen)  they  cannot 
"*  do  evil,  neither  alfo  is  it  in  them  to  do  good  *.* 
The  gods  whom  the  nations  ferved  were  the  crea- 
tures of  their  own  fancy,  formed  by  their  own  hands, 
incapable  of  adkion ;  and  therefore  no  fufficient  rea- 
Ibn  can  be  aflignai  why  nxen  ftiould  be  afraid  of 
them,  or  exped  to  fee  any  real  advantage  refult  from 
domg  them  homage. — It  is  the  gtorious  prerogative 
of  Jehovah^  whereby  he  is  diftinguilhed  from  eveiy 
'  .  ;&lfc 
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fiUe  god,  that  he  doth  good  and  eviL  Good  of  every 
kind,  andpunifliment  of  all  forts,  proceed  from  God, 
though  often  conveyed  by  means  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures ;  and  in  both  inllances  his  opemtions  ought  to 
be  contemplated  and  admired.  This  truth  properly 
impreffed  on  our  minds  would  enhance  the  value  of 
all  the  good  we  receive,  and  alleviate  every  calamity 
that  befals  us  in  the  courfe  of  providence. 

24  Behold  ye  are  of  nothing,  and  your 
work  of  nought :  an  abomination  is  be  that 
choofeth  you. 

Since  the  aftivc  fupporters  of  idolatry  could  not 
produce  any  proofs  of  the  divinity  of  the  gods  whc»n 
they  ferved,  our  Prophet  reprefents  them  as  truly 
contemptible.  Behold^  attentively  conlider  the  ex- 
treme folly  and  abfurdity  of  your  vain  fuperftition, 
which  far  from  contributing  to  your  real  advantage, 
is  highly  prejudicial  to  your  bell  interefts.  Ah  idol, 
prpperly  fpeaking,  is  nothing  in  the  world.  Falfe 
gods  have  nothing  corr^fponding  to  the  ideas  of  their 
deluded  wcMrihippers ;  they  have  mouths,  but  they 
fpeak  not ;  eyes,  but  they  fee  not ;  ears,  but  they 
hear  not ;  nofes,  but  they  fmell  not ;  hands,  but  they 
handle  not ;  feet,  but  they  walk  not.  Confider  then, 
how  unreafonable  your  condud  in  honouring  them 
as  God,  who  are  really  nothing  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  you  are  of  nothing ;  you  are  effects  that  have 
not  a  caufe ;  creatures,  who  have  not  a  Creator. 
Befides— 21wr  work  is  of  nought^  or  worfe  than  no- 
thing. Nothing  cannot  do  you  any  injury,  but  your 
grofs  fuperftition  is  much  worfe  than  nothing,  and  is 
criminal,  hurtful,  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 
Far  from  recommending  you  to  the  favour  of  the 
true  God,  0€  being  of  any  avail  to  obtain  rightc- 
oufhels  and  falvation,  that  it  provokes  his  indig- 
nation, and  deferves  aggravated  condemnation.— 
An  abomination  is  be  that  choojetb  you.  Truly 
contemptible  is  that  man  whoie  mind  is  fo  de- 
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praved  and  vitiated,  that  in  fpite  of  reafon  and 
cnnfcience,  is  deceived  and  deceives  himfelf,  is  ad- 
diAed  to  the  moll  odious  idolatrous  pradices,  and 
prefers  them  to  the  worfhip  and  fervice  of  the  only 
living  and  true  God.  Such  perfons  are  juftly  objeds 
of  abhorrence ;  yea,  in  the  emphatical  language 
before  us,  they  arc  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  good  men. 

25  I  have  raifed  up  ont  from  the  north,  and 
he  fhall  come  :  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  fhall 
he  call  upon  my  name ;  and  he  fhall  come 
upon  princes,  as  upon  mortar,  and  as  the  pot- 
ter treadeth  clay. 

From  general  proofs  of  the  glorf  of  the  God  of 
Ifiael,  our  Prophet  now  defcends  to  fpecify  a  parti* 
cular  one,  whereby  he  demonftrates  the  coqfummate 
knowledge  and  irrefiftibk  power  of  Jehovah.  Though 
the  perfon's  name  alluded  to  is  not  mentioned,  it 
feems  highly  probable,  that  Cyrus  king  of  Perfa, 
was  the  iUuftrious  pritice  who  is  here  intended.  This 
mighty  conqueror,  God  railed  up,  as  foretold  in  the 
2d  verfe  of  this  chapter,  to  execute  the  important 
purpofes  to  which  he  was  deftined  by  divine  provi- 
dence. This  renowned  hero,  with  his  well  difciplin- 
ed  army,  came  from  Midea,  fituated  to  the  norths 
and  from  Perfia,  which  lay  to  the  eaft  of  Judea. — 
fn>m  the  rifing  of  the  fun  fhall  he  call  upon  my  name^ 
— Having  heard  of  the  fame  and  glory  o^'the  true 
God,  which  had  been  fpread  abroad  by  means  of 
Daniel,  and  other  holy  men  that  were  employed  a- 
bout  the  court  of  Darius,  who  iflued  the  memorable 
decree  recorded  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  (chap.  vi.  25. 
and  following  verfes,)  wherein  all  people  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  are  required  to  fear  before  the  living 
God,  &c. — Though  in  early  life,  he  perhaps  did  not 
do  him  homage,  yet  it  plainly  appears,  from  the  re- 
markable edidl  mentioned  by  Ezra,  chap.  i.  2.  that 
he  acknowledged   the  Lord  God  of  heaven  had 
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giTcn  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  charged 
him  to  build  him  a  houfe  at  Jerufalem.  In  this  mau- 
uer,  did  this  celebrated  eaftem  monarch  accomplilh 
this  predi6lion, — .^.nd  he  Jhall  come  upon  princes  as 
upon  mortar,  &c.  The  princes  and  generals,  l¥ith 
their  forces,  againft  whom  he  marched,  were  as  in- 
capable of  making  effedual  oppofition  to  his  vidori- 
ous  troops,  as  the  cUy  to  refift  thofe  who  tread  it, 
that  it  may  be  prepared  for  ufeful  purpofes,  and  for 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  potter,  who  forms  it 
According  to  his  pleafure. 

26  Who  hath  declared  from  the  beginning, 
that  we  may  know ;  and  before  time  that  we 
may  fay.  He  is  righteous,  yea,  there  is  none 
that  fheweth,  yea,  there  is  none  that  declareth, 
yea,  there  is  none  that  hearcth  your  words. 

The  Lord  God  would  not  only  bring  to  pafs  the 
predidions  contained  in  the  preceding  verfe,  in  theif 
proper  feafon,  (which  are  therefore  delivered,  as  if 
they  had  been  already  accomplifhed;)  but  he,  and  he 
abnc,  foretold  thefe  things  long  before  they  hap- 
pened. Who,  befide  the  God  of  Ifrael,  hath  de- 
clared from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  in  fub- 
fequent  early  periods  of  time,  future  improbable  un* 
cxpedled  events.  If  there  be  any  fuch  individual 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  let  him  ftand  forth  and  ex*, 
hibit  fatisfying  evidences  of  the  juftice  of  his  claim.— * 
That  we  may  know,  &c.  That  we  may  acknowledge 
that  he  poflelFes  one  prerogative  peculiar  to  Deity, 
and  that  he  is  well  entitled  to  eftcem,  fervice  and  obe- 
dience.— That  he  is  righteous,  that  he  is  not  a  bafe 
impoftor,  but  one  that  hath  unqueftionablc  right  to 
the  charadler  he  aflUmes;  or  as  the  Hebrew  word  de- 
notes,^ that  he  is  true  and  no  deceiver,  and  what  he 
faith  i^  certain,  eflablifhefon  foimd  principles,  and 
fupported  by  convincing  reafons.  In  reply  it  is  ad- 
ded— Tea,  there  is  none  that  Jheweth,  &c.  There  is 
not  one  of  the  human  race  w  ho  can  place  before  our 
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iiew  inftances  of  this  rort.--*No  one  except  the  pro- 
phets of  the  hving  God,  ev^  fi>retoid  the  event  allu- 
ded to^fo  that  the  world  mail  have  remained  in  perfed 
ignorance  of  the  matter  until  its  accompliihment ;  had 
pcA  God  been  pleafed  to  make  it  known  by  prophecy 
—Yea,  no  ooe  ever  heard  a  report  of  any  fuch  thing, 
Aor  was  the  leaft  notice  of  the  fubjedl  communicated 
from  any  other  quarter.  From  aU  which,  the  utter 
ibcapacity  of  mankind,  and  the  idols  which  they 
WorAipped,  to  foretel  things  future,  may  be  naturally 
infenredi 

iy  thQ^atJhaU /ay  to  ZiQfTi,  Behold,  be-. 
hold  them ;  and  I  will  give  to  Jerulalem  one 
that  bringeth  good  tidings. 

Thcfe  words  feem  to  have  fpecial  reference  to  the 
folfilment  of  the  above  predi^cm  refpefting  Cyru&. 
If  Alougfaty  God  herefpeaks  of  himfelf  und^r  the  de- 
fignation  of  the  Firft,  m  allufion  to  the  charader  he 
ckums  in  the  4th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  as  fome  writers 
have  fuppc^ed ;  it  ferves  to  intimate  his  eternal  ex- 
^oce,  his  tranfcendent  excellence,  his  right  of  pre- 
cedence to  all  thofc  who  ever  received  divine  ho- 
nours ;  and  that  he  was  the  firft  who  foretold  the 
appearance  of  Cyrus,  the  deliverer  of  his  people 
from  captivity  at  Babylon,  and  the  overthrow  of  that 
neat  empire.  In  the  profpeil  of  tliis  important  event, 
Be  vras  about  to  raife  up  prophets  and  public  leach* 
era,  as  Micah,  Jeremiah,  and  others,  who  were  ac« 
curat^ly  toobferve  the  firft  appearances  of  the  execu^ 
tion  of  the  divine  counfels,  which  they  were  to  an- 
nounce to  his  people,  faying, — Behold^  behold  them  : 
ilanding  on  their  watch  tower,  about  the  time  to 
which  me  prophecies  referred,  to  mark  the  firft  move- 
ments of  the  nations  that  prefaged  their  accomplifhr 
ment,  they  were  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  in* 
habitants  of  Zion,  that  the  period  was  at  hand  where- 
in  the  prediaions  relative  to  the  events  above  men- 
,taoned,  were  to  receive  their  completion.    And  they 
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were  to  call  upon  the  people  attentively  to  obferve 
the  exaft  correfpondence  betwixt  the  prophecies  de- 
livered by  the  fervants  of  God^  and  jthe  dypenfations 
of  his  *  providence.  See,  fee  the  things  foretold  by 
the  prophets  of  the  Moft  High,  coming  to  pafs  in 
the  manner,  at  the  time,  and  by  the  inftrmnents 
which  at  a  great  diftance  they  faithfully  delineated. 
And  J  will  give  to  Jerufalem,  &c.  Probably  Cyrus 
king  of  Perfia,  was  the  peribn  primarily  intend* 
cd  here,  who  by  his  royal  proclamation  through* 
out  all  his  kingdom,  decreed  that  whofoever  of  all 
his  people  was  willing,  the  Lord  his  God  be  with 
him,  and  let  him  go  up  to  Jerufalem. — And  let  the 
men  of  his  place  help  him  with  filver,  arid  with  gold, 
and  with  goods,  and  with  beafts,  befide  the  free  wiB 
offerings  for  the  houfe  of  God  that  is  in  Jerufalem  *• 
This  edift  muft  indeed  have  brought  good  tidings  to 
the  Jewifh  people  ;  and  thus  was  the  prediction  li- 
terally verified,  which  was  afterward  more  fignally 
accomplilhed  by  Jefus  Chrift,  of  whom  Cyrus  was 
in  fome  refpeds  an  eminent  type»  This  illuftrious, 
this  amiable  prince  of  peace,  God  raifed  up,  and 
gave  to,  his  church,  which  is  often  denominated  Je- 
rufalem ;  that  he  might  preach  good  tidings  unto  the 
meek,  that  he  might  bind  up  the  broken  hearted, 
proclaim  hberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of 
the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  f.  By  him  peace 
hath  been  proclaimed  on  earth,  and  good  will  mani- 
fefted  to  the  fons  of  men ;  through  him  is  preached 
.the  remifiion  of  fins;  and  by  him  is  promifed  the  gift 
.of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  difpofe  us  to  comply  With  his 
.proclamation  of  mercy.  Thankful  for  fuch  a  glori- 
ous meflenger,  and  reviving  meflTage,  which  every 
where  breathes  benignity  and  kindnefs, let  us  cordiaDy 
,receive  and.  improve  the  joyful  tidings  that  he  hath 
publifhed. 

28  For  I  beheld,  and  there  was  ho  man; 
eveti  among  them,  and  there  was  no  coun- 
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feUor,  that  when  I  afked  of  them,  could  an- 
fwer  a  word. 

The  Lord  God  here  declares,  tbat  having  looked 
-down  from  heaven,  and  attentively  obferved  the  fons 
of  men,  he  faw  that  there  was  not  one  of  the  pre- 
tended prophets,  diviners,  or  foothfayers,  among  the 
<5cntile  nations,  who  had  intimated  the  lead  know- 
ledge of  the  above  predided  event.  The  Chaldean 
magician^,  aftrologers,  and  forcerers,  who  were  re- 
nowned for  Jcnowledge  and  penetration,  had  not  dif- 
covered  any  acquaintance  with  the  fubjeft,  nor  given 
the  leall  hint  refpedling  it ;  but  on  the  contrary,  had 
jpoken  of  the  future  profperity  of  theBabylonilh  em- 
pire. The  refult  of  the  ftrideft  inveftigation  relative  to 
this  matter,  is'exprefled  in  thefe  words—  Even  among 
tbenij  ibire  was  no  counfelhr  who  profefled  to  deli- 
berate on  afiairs  (^this  Ibrt,  or  who  made  the  higheit 
pretenfions  to  wifdom  and  difcemment,  that  had 
foretold  what  God  declared  was  to  come  to  pafs. 
When  interrogated,  and  required  to  give  what  in- 
formation  they  were  able  to  communicate,  they 
were  entirely  fiknt,  and  could  not  give  any  reply. 

29  Behold,  they  are  all  vanity :  their  works 
€ire  nothing :  their  mohen  images  are  wind 
and  confufion. 

.  Thefe  words  exprefs  the  fum  of  the  preceding  ar- 
gument, the  inference  deduced  from  the  whole  dif- 
courfe,  introduced  with  a  note  of  attention,  to  excite 
the  more  diligent  confideration  of  the  ti^uth  that  they 
contain.  The  idols,  from  which  the  heathen  na- 
tions expedled  the  revelqition  of  future  events,  which 
opr  prophet  does  not  feem  to  have  judged  worthy  of 
being  named,  were  bafe  impoftors.  They  were  not 
what  they  pretended  to  be,  nor  what  their  votaries 
vainly^imaginedthat  they  were,  and  fo  all  depend- 
ance  on  them  for  diredlion,  afliftance,  and  delive- 
jp^nce,  was  fruitlefs  and  abfurd. — Their  works  are 
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nothing.  All  the  artifices  that  were  employed  to  de* 
lude  men,  and  the  fubtile  machinations  whereby  they 
endeavoured  to  impofe  on  the  credulous  and  unwary, 
ivere  deceit  and  falfehood.  After  impartial  exami^ 
nation,  it  plainly  appears,  thslt  as  an  apoftle  fpeaks, 
an  idol  is  nothing  in  the  world,  and  they  that  make 
and  fervc  them  are  like  unto  them. — Their  molteq 
images  are  wind  and  confilfion.  Thofe  images  that 
were  formed  of  melted  metal,  however  fojud  and 
mafly,  are  pronounced  to  be  wii>d,  to  expreis  their 
ihiignificance,  and  to  intimate  that  thereby  multi- 
tudes were  greatly  agitated,  though  they  were  utterly 
incapable  of  imparting  to  them  any  fubftantial  ad* 
vantage.-— ^ffd  conjufton-  Inflead  of  doing  mw  any 
eflentialfervice,  they  contributed  to  their  difaj^int- 
inent,  fhame,  and  difgrace.*— ^Let  us  hear  thecoD« 
cluiicMi  of  the  whole  matter,  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  Ifraelites  after  they  received  fatisfying  evidence, 
that  of  a  truth  God  was  among  them ;  *  t&  iiord  he 
'  is  God,  the  Lord  he  is  God.'  They  ihall  all  be  coa^ 
founded  that  worihip  graven  images,  that  boaft  them* 
felves  of  idols ;  worthip  him  all  ye  gods,     *  My  httlq 

*  children,  keep  yourfdvesfrom  idok;  flee  from  idola- 

*  try.* — And  now,  what  doth  the  Lord  your  God  re- 
4)uire  of  you,  but  to  fear  the  Lotd  your  God,  to  walk; 
in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him,  and  to  ferve  the  Lord 
your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your  foul, 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  hia 
ilatutes,  which  I  conunand  you  this  day,  for  good^. 

^  See  ]>cut.  X.  12,  13. 
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It 

V 

PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS 

TIE  fecond  difcDurfe,  comprifed  in  the  fourth 
l)Ook  of  Ifaiah'sprophecies,  commences  with  this 
chapter,  and  extends,  according  to  the  hTpothcfis 
which  I  have  adopted,  to  ver.  5.  inclufive  c^  the  44th 
phapter.  It  may  be  diftributed  into  two  parts,  the  for- 
mer of  which  is  contained  in  the  chapter  that  lies  be- 
fore us. — ^The  omnipotence,  and  omnifcience  of  Je- 
hovah, the  God  of  Ifrael,  having  been  clearly  clta- 
bUflied,and  the  controverfy  betwixt  the  fervent  of  the 
living  God,  and  thofe  who  fupported  idolatry  decided* 
— Our  prophet  brings  forth  into  full  view,  an  il- 
luftrious  pCTfonage,  in  the  charadcr  of  the  fervant  of 
Tehovah,  and  of  a  great  teacher ;  who  by  his  pure, 
felutary,  and  comfortable  doftrine,  w^as  to  enlighten 
the  Gentiles,  and  to  turn  them  from  their  vain  fu» 
perftition,  and  idolatrous  worlhip.  He  exhibits  this 
fcminent  Prophet,  as  prefent  among  thofe  whom  he 
addrcfles,  as  chofen,  approved,  and  fuftained  by  the 
l-ord  God  in  executing  the  important  work  affigned 
him,  of  being  the  light  of  the  world,  and  the  in- 
(Irudor  of  the  Gentiles,  ven  i. — He  defcribes  the 
peculiar  condefcendirig  manner  in  which  he  was  to 
perform  his  benevolent  office  ;  the  glorious  fuccefi 
wherewith  it  was  to  be  attended,  and  the  reafons  or 
grounds  which  were  to  give  rife  to  thefe  happy  ef- 
leds,  ver.  2»— 9. — ^Tuming  to  the  Gentiles,  he  calls 
ux>on  them  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  true  God, 
for  the  ineftimable  benefits  he  had  extended  unto 
them,  which  for  a  long  time  had  been  withholden, 
ver.  10—17. — After  which,  he  addro/fes  his  coun- 
trymen the  Jews,  Iharply  reproving  them  for  their 
negligence  and  contempt  of  the  bleflings,  offered  to 
them  by  the  word  of  falvation,  on  account  of  which 
(evtre  judgments  are  denounced  againlt  them,  ver. 
^8—25. 
•  -       *  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XLn. 

BEHOLD  my  fervant,  whom  I  uphold; 
mine  ekd:,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth : 
I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him;  he  fliall bring 
forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles. 

A  magnificent  interefting  fcene  is  here  exhibited, 
worthy  of  the  admiring  contemplation  of/ all,  efpe* 
qially  of  us  who  are  finners  of  the  Gentiles.  I  fup- 
pofe  that  the  SonofGod,  the  greatProphet  of  theLord, 
the  Light  of  the  world,  is  the  perfon  we  are  invited 
to  behold.  The  voice  which  came  from  heaven,  fay- 
ing, *  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 

*  pleafed^,'  appears  plainly  to  have  alluded  to  this 
prophecy.  To  this  very  paflage  that  is  now  before 
us,  the  apoftle  Matthew  diredlj^refers,  when,  having, 
mentioned  that  Jefus  Chriit  healed  the  difeafed  a- 
mong  the  multitudes  which  followed  him,  he  imme- 
diately adds,  *  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 

*  fpoken  by  Efaiaa  the  prophet.  Behold  my  fervantf  ,* 
&.C.  Simeon  alfo,  who  waited  for  the  confolation 
of  Ifrael,  when  he  embraced  the  child  Jefus,  and 
Paul,  in  his  eloquent  difcourfe  before  king  Agrippa, 
feem  to  have  had  in  view  the  words  under  confide- 
ration.  From  thefe  remarkable  circumftances,  in 
connedion  with  what  is  here  faid  concerning  this 
illuftrious  perfon,  it  is  evident  that  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
promifed  Meffiah,  the  great  Mediator  between  God 
and  man,  is  the  fubjeift  of  this  prophecy.  The  de- 
fignation  of  fervant  did  not  originally  belong  to  him, 
but  became  appUcable  to  him ;  becaufe,  in  the  form 
and  capacity  of  Jehovah's  fervant,  he  executed  with 
the  greateft  alacrity  whatever  he  gave  him  in  com- 
mandment. Entrulled  with  the  affairs  of  his  Father*? 
houfe,  he  was  entirely  devoted  to  God  and  his  fervice^ 
and  was  continually  employed  about  his  Father's 
bufinefs.     He  came  down  from  heaven  to  do  the 

will 
•  Mat.  ill.  17.        +  Chap.  xii.  17, 18, 
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.will  of  him  that  fent  him,  and  to  obey  the  difficult 
command  of  laying  down  his  life  and  taking  it  up  a- 
gain.  He  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  crofs ;  and  never  weajried  of  his  arduous  work 
until  he  could  fay,  It  is  finifhed.  Add  as  the  reward 
of  his  faithful  fervice,  he  was  highly  exalted,  and  a 
name  given  him  above  every  name. — Behold,  faith 
Jehovah,  my  fervant,  contemplate  and  admire  him 
whom  I  wiU  raife  up  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  a,nd 
to  be  my  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Whom  I  uphold.  Jehovah  having  laid  our  help  on 
one  that  is  mighty,  and  exalted  ooe  chofen  out  of 
the  people,  he  upheld  him  throughout  the  whole 
mediatorial  work  that  was  given  him  to  do;  and,  ac- 
cording to  promife,  his  hand  eftablifhcd  and  his  arm 
ftrengthened  him.  The  Lord  God,  who  had  gra- 
cioufly  fuftained  all  his  miniftering  fervants  in  every 
age,  whilil  employed  in  performing  his  work  with 
which  they  were  entrufted,  did,  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, aflford  all  neceflary  fupport  to  him  who  is  em- 
phatically ftiled  his  righteous  fervant ;  who  was  to 
Dear  our  iniquities,  and  by  his  knowledge  was  to  juf- 
tify  many.  Follow  him  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
humiliation,  and  you  mull  acknowledge,  to  his  im- 
mortal honour,  and  the  everlafting  comfort  of  his 
church,  the  truth  and  juilice  of  what  is  here  affirm- 
ed. When  aflaulted  by  the  powers  of  darknefs,  and 
tempted  of  the  devil,  Jehovah  upheld  him  by  the 
power  of  the  Spirit,  and  ^the  minillry  of  angels,  to 
whom  he  gave,  charge  to  keep  him  in  all  his  ways, 
and  to  bear  him  up  in  their  hands.  When  expofed 
to  the  inveterate  mahce  and  infults  of  wicked  men, 
he  dwelt  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moft  High,  he  a- 
bode  under  the  fliadow  of  the  Almighty ;  he  iaid  of 
the  Lord,  He  is  my  refuge  and  my  fbitrefs,  my  God 
.in  whom  I  truft.  When  teaching  the  way  of  God 
.in  truth,  and  glorifying  him  on  the  earth,  he  gave 
him  a  mouth  and  wifdom,  that  all  liis  adverfaries  were 
not  able  to  g^nfay  or  refift,  which  obliged  them  to 
confefs  that  never  man  fpake  like  this  man.    And 
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li^ben  he  conflifted  with  the  king  of  terrors,  and  en- 
tered into  the  territories  of  the  grave,  he  wa»  fo  glo- 
tioufly  fupported,  that  he  overcame  death,  and  fent 
forth  trophies  of  his  vidory  from  the  receptacles  of 
the  dead.  In  this  manner  was  the  predi^on  verified. 
Mine  Ele{i,  in  whom  mj  foul  delighteib.  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  true  Meffiah,  is  denominated  with  pe- 
culiar propriety  the  Eleft  of  Jehovah,  becaufe  in  in- 
finite love  he  was  deftined  to  execute  the  moft  ar- 
duous and  honourable  work  of  glorifying  him  on  the 
earth,  of  manifefting  his  name  to  the  men  he  had  gi- 
ven him  out  of  the  world,  (£  redeeming  them  to  God 
hy  his  own  blood,  and  fhewing  them  the  path  of  Bfe. 
Jehovah  appointed  him  the  Governor  of  the  nations, 
the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth ;  he  gave  him 
power  over  all  flefh,  and  conftituted  hira  the  Head 
and  Saviour  of  the  church,  the  Inftru<9:or,  the  Lord, 
the  Righteoufnefs,  the  Strength,  the  Salvation,  and 
Clory  of  his  people. — In  whom  my  foul  delighfefk 
This  teftimony  was  repeatedly  given  to  him  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  which  announced  thefe  words» 

*  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whcMU  I  am  well  plea- 

*  fed.*  In  him  Jehovah  delighted,  as  his  moft  holy 
perfed  image,  completely  fiimiftied  with  all  the  ex- 
cellencies, the  gifts,  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  requifitc 
to  difplay  his  glory,  and  to  accomplifh  the  redemp- 
tion of  his  peculiar  people,  whom  he  had  chofen  for 
his  inheritance.  He-  delighted  in  his  perfed  obe- 
dience, who  always  did  the  things  that  pleafed  him ; 
and  now  declares  that  he  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righte- 

,  oufnefs*  fake.  So  perfeftly  fatisfied  was  God  witlithc 
offering  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  that  it  was  to  him  a  facrifice 
of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour,  in  behalf  of  thofe  for  whom 
it  was  prefented.  And  in  him  in  whom  he  thus  in- 
tenfely  delights,  he  hath  chofen  his  people  ;  in  ham 
they  are  juftified,  called,  adopted,  accepted,  fondA^ 
fied,  and  preferved.  Contemplating  them  in  his  be- 
loved, he  beholds  no  iniquity  in  them,  they  appear 
as  objefls  do  to  us  through  a  coloured  n[iedium,  tin^ 
ged  with  a  particular  lovely  hue  j  through  the  iiicenfe 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Va,  I,        PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  305 

«f  his  medUition,  they  become  more  acceptable  to  him, 
than  thofe  things  feem  to  us  which  are  ibented  with 
the  richeft  perfume,-— Let  us  then  place  our  fupreme 
delight  in  the  beloved  Son  of  God,  and  cherilh  the 
&me  fentiments  concerning  his  charader  and  office, 
which  the  Lord  God  hath  here  exprefled. 

/  have  fut  my  Spirit  upon  him  in  more  abundant 
iueaTures  than  upon  any  other  of  my  fervants.  To 
every  one  of  them,  grace  is  given  according  to  the 
meafum  of  the  gift  of  Chrift ;  on  him  the  Spirit  was 
pk&tifuUy  conferred,  as  much  as  his. human  nature 
Was  capable  of  receiving.  Previous  to  his  baptifm 
the  Spirit  refted  upcm  him,  and  made  him  of  quick 
underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  after  that  pe-^ 
riod,  when  the  vifible  pledge  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
icended  upon  him,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  full  of  the 
Holy  Gho^.  Being  completely  furnifhed  v/ith  hi3 
^ts  and  graces,  he  was  perfedly  qualified  for  the 
feithful)  honourable  difchatge  of  his  mediatorial  cha^ 
lader.  It  pleafed  the  Father  that  in  him  all  fulneft 
fcould  dwell,  and  that  in  all  things  he  jQiould  have 
the  preeminence.  By  the  Spirit  which  the  Lord 
God  put  upon  him,  he  became  the  ornament  of  hu- 
man nature;  he  was  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings 
to  the  meek,  and  to  execute  with  propriety  and  dig- 
nity his  prophetical  office— -He  was  conducted,  fup- 
porred,  and  comforted  throughout  the  whole  courlij 
of  his  miniftry,  obedience,  and  fuffevings,  and  ena- 
bled to  perform  thofe  ftupendous  miracles  whereby 
hi8  milfion  was  attefted  and  confirmed.  Intimately 
Jfccquainted  with  the  counfels  and  Ways  of  God,  and 
pcfleflfed  ofconfummate  wifdom,  prudence,  eloquence, 
tod  other  qualifications,  he  imparted  the  moft  fub- 
fime  inftruftions,  in  a  manner  far  fuperior  to  all  o- 
ther  teachers.  Animated  by  invincible  love  to  God, 
ardent  zeal  for  his  glory,  and  tende/'  eami>affion  to- 
ward finners  of  mankind;  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
he  oflfered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  a  propitiation 
for  fm ;  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  fubmiffion,  patience, 
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and  truft,  that  he  would  uphold  and  crown  Inm  with 
honour  and  fuccefs. 

Hejhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles.  The 
word  tt2iiii[^ttdi  judgment  is  ufed  iA  various  fenfes  ia 
fcripture  :  among  others,  it  Signifies  an  ordinance,  or 
inftitution,  a  rule,  or  plan.  Here  it  denotes  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel,  the  ordinances  of  divine  ftppoipt' 
ment,  the  way  of  falvation,  the  rule  of  righteouihefs, 
according  to  wliich  the  fentiments,  the  words,  and 
the  actions  of  men,  ought  to  be  governed,  and  Ihall 
finally  be  tried.  It  may  comprife  whatever  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  principles  of  truth  and  equity,  with 
every  thing  that  is  jiiftly  founded  upon  them,  an4 
derived  from  them — The  judicial  fentenpe  that  Go4 
hath  pronounced  upon  the  <:harader,  the  ftate,  and 
aftions  of  men,  which  ftiaU  certainly  be  executed ; 
together  with  the  plan  of  their  deliverance,  devife4 
by  infinite  wifdom — ^This  judgment  God's  ferVant 
fliall  bring  forth  from  the  treafures  of  knowledge 
wherewith  his  mind  was  to  be  replete;  and  fliall  pla<^ 
them  fully  in  the  view  of  the  Gentile  nations,  as  tbq 
ground  of  their  faith,  and  the  rule  of  their  condud; 
This  predidion  the  apoftle  Matthew  declares  was 
fidfiUed,  when  Jefus  Chrift  retiring  from  his  enemies, 
preached  in  Galilee,  where  his  audiepce  confift- 
ed  not  only  of  Jews,  but  of  people  from  Syria,  Idu- 
mea,  Tyre,  and  Sidon.  And  in  following  ages,  by 
means  of  the  apoftles  and  other  n^iniflers,  it  batl} 
been  ftill  farther  verified,  as  the  inhabitants  of  this 
highly  favoured  ifland  can  amply  teftify.— Let  us, 
brethren,  have  recourfe  to  him  on  whom  God  hath 
put  his  Spirit,  that  he  may  teach  us  to  difcriminatc 
truth  from  error,  good  from  evil ;  that  with  fpiritual 
men  we  may  judge  all  things,  and  approve  the  things 
that  are  more  excellent,  being  filled  with  the  know- 
ledge of  God's  will,  in  all  wifdom  and  fpiritual  un- 
^erftanding. 

2  He  fliall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  caufq 
)u5  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  ftreet. 
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Thefe  words  defcribe  the  mild  condefcending  maa- 
tier  in  which  this  illuftrious  teacher  was  to  exercife 
his  office.  Every  kind  of  loud  voice  is  certainly  not 
excluded  by  thefe  ^xpreffions;  for  when  Jefus  Chrift, 
with  ardent  zeal,  and  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  high  import- 
ance of  the  fubjefts  of  which  he  treated,  publicly  dif- 
courfed  to  the  great  multitudes  that  reforted  to  him, 
he  muft  doubtlefs  have  elevated  his  voice,  and 
fpoken  with  confiderable  vehemence.  The  predic- 
tion feems  defigned  only  to  intimate,  that  he  was  not 
to  cry  or  make  a  loud  clamorous  noife  after  the  man- 
ner of  thofe  who  agitate  controverfies  in  courts  of 
judicature,  who  raife  their  voice  to  a  high  pitch, 
when  dating  their  complaints,  or  anfwering  the  ac- 
tuations that  are  brought  againft  them.  Rather  than 
excite  contention,  or  bring  a  charge  againft  any 
one,  or  ufe  opprobrious  threatening  language,  God's 
righteous  fervant  would  bear  with  patience  and  fi- 
lence,  the  moft  daring  affironts  and  injuries. — Nor 
would  be  caufe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  theftreet.  The 
words  are  not  intended  to  affirm,  that  he  was  not  to 
fpeak  aloud  in  the  ftreet;  for  he  every  where  impart- 
ed inftrudion  to  ^  thofe  who  attended  him  ;  but  arc 
defigned  to  intimate,  that  he  was  not  to  fpeak  in  an 
oftentatious  manner,  to  attract  popular  applaufe,  or 
to  acquire  worldly  honour;  that  he  was  not  to  employ 
his  powers  of  public  fpeaking  \p  form  a  party,  or  to 
raife  fedition  among  the  people.  Though  a  great 
prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  and  infinitely  fuperior  to 
him,  he  was  to  perform  his  office  with  the  greatelt 
tnodefty  and  humility,  deititute  of  external  pomp 
and  Ihew.  He  was  to  publilh  the  gofpel  of  peace 
that  tended  to  reconcile  men  to  God,  and  to  one  an- 
other, without  giving  the  leaft  difturbance,  in  the 
temple^  in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  houfes. — ^This  pro- 
phecy was  remarkably  verified  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
never  entered  into  any  loud  contentious  difputes,  or 
ufed  vociferous  declamations,  but  difcourfed  in  a  plain 
iimple  impreffive  ftile.  And  when  at  any  time  in 
jfelf-defence,  he  was  obliged  to  difpute  with  his  ad- 
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verfaries,  having  replied  to  their  cavils,  falved  their 
difficulties,  and  anfwered  their  objeftions,  h^  quietly 
departed  with  his  difciples  to  the  defart,  the  moun* 
tain,  or  the  fea  fide.  Accordingly  the  appftle  Mat^ 
thew,  having  recorded  fome  of  thefe  circuinilance«, 
immediately  quotes  the  words  before  us,  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  fpokeo  by  Efaias  the  prophet, 
faying,  tff^r. — What  an  amiable  example  of  prudence, 
humility,  raeeknefs,  and  every  other  grace  doth  Jcfua 
Chrift  exhibit  for  our  knitation.  Let  us  fix  our  atten* 
tion  on  this  beautiful  inftrudive  pattern,  and  eruiea* 
vour  through  divine  aiBftance,  tq  copy  it  in  our  con- 
dua. 

3  A  bruifed  reed  ftiall  he  not  break,  and 
the  fmoking  flax  fliall  he  not  quench :  he  ihall 
bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth. 

The  comfortable  natvfft  of  Meffiah's  do^me,  and 
his  gracious  attention  to  the  weakeft  of  his  p^ofk, 
is  here  reprefentcd  in  very  fignificant  figurative  U^ 
guage.  Before  the  art  of  alpfaabettcal  writijag  wa$ 
introduced,  perfons  communicated  their  thought  by 
means  of  figures  or  fhapcs.  Thefe  fymbolic  charac- 
ters, were  early  in  ufc  among  the  Egyptians,  and 
from  the  antiquity  and  fp^endor  of  their  nation,  it 
was  followed  by  others;  particularly  by  the  IftaeUtes, 
who  had  been  a  long  time  among  them,aRd  conveyed 
with  them  this,  among  their  other  fpoiU  into  the  land 
of  Canaan. — ^ITic  prophets  of  the  Lord„  readily  adopt- 
ed the  pradice,  and  by  various  r^prefertative  nrnks^ 
fignificant  of  the  objeds  whereof  they  fpake,  they 
inftrw^ed  the  people.  Hence  the  parables  and  figu- 
rative defcripttons  of  charaders  with  which  their 
writings  are  variegated ;  a  hoin  being  ufed  to  denote 
power,  a  fceptre  to  reprefent  majcfty,  a  br\^ik^rtti 
and  fmoking  flax,  to  figjaify  thofe  who  are  feeble  and 
languifhing. — ^A  reed  is  at  heft  flender  9pd  weak, 
and  being  cruihed,  is  incapaWe,  without  afliftancc, 
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ofbeanagai^y  weight;  yea,  itfelf  needs  to  befup- 
poited.  Iti  this  ftate,  it  exhibits  a  proper  image  of 
a  feebie  perfon  who  is  wounded  in  fpirit,  dejeded  in 
mind,  uAftable  in  condition,  and  who,  in  the  empha- 
ticai  laogiiagc  of  fcripture,  is  broken  in  heart.  Not* 
withftaoding  he  poileiQies  fome  fpiritual  ilrength,  un* 
feigoed  repentance,  weak  faith,  and  fincere  defires 
after  the  grace  of  God,  yet  he  is  depreflcd,  humbled, 
and  bow<^  down,  on  account  of  bis  great  tranigref- 
fions :  he  cannot  raife  up  himfelf,  or  look  with  con* 
fidence  to  that  God  whom  he  hath  offended.  Such, 
I  apprehend,  i$  the  debilitated  (late  of  the  peribn 
intended,  who  is  farther  reprefented  in  the  fol- 
lowing words — Thefmckif^Jiax,  or  wick  of  a  lamp, 
which  through  deficiency  of  oil,  becomes  very  dim, 
and  ready  to  go  out,  fo  that  httle  remains  but  fmoke« 
This  well  known  figure,  holds  forth  a  ftriking  refem- 
Uance  of  one  in  whom  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  lile  is 
much  impaired,  fo  that  unlefs  feafonable  ailillance  is 
adminiftered,  having  fuffered  lamentable  decays,  it  is 
ready  to  die,  and  is  in  danger  of  being  e^tinguiflied* 
It  e^bits  an  inftrudive  emblem  of  one,  whofe  know« 
ledge  being  obfeured  by  prejudices,  his  faith  weak, 
his  hope  wavering,  his  light  of  holinefs  becomes  hard-- 
ly  perceptible.  Still  however,  there  remains  Ibme 
holy  warmth  in  his  affe^ions,  fome  divine  light  in  his 
mind,  however  obfcure ;  fome  ability,  though  fmall, 
to  refift  temptations,  and  to  perform  duties. — ^To- 
ward perians  of  this  defcription,  it  is  foretold,  that 
Jehovah's  ibrvant  ihall  difcover  the  greateft  tender- 
nefs^  and  compaifion. 

A  bruife4  reedjhall  he  not  breaks  &.c.  Thefe  are 
ibme  of  the  many  expreffions  in  Scripture,  wherein 
much  more  is  intended  than  expreiled.  Far  from  de- 
flroying  thofc  who  are  feeble  and  languifhing,  or 
calling  them  out  of  his  fight,  he  will  gracioufly  re- 
ftorc  and  revive  them.  After  having  been  cmihed 
by  doubts,  and  fears,  and  forrows,  he  will  mercifully 
uphold  and  (trengthen  them,  and  thoroughly  furniih 
them  for  every  good  worlt. — lie  will  not  permit  the 
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facrcd  fife  of  divine  love,  which  he  himfelf  hath 
kindled,  to  be  extinguifhed  for  Want  of  freih  fupplics 
of  grace,  or  by  any  external  injuries  to  which  they 
may  be  expofed.  He  will  ftrengthen  the  things  that 
are  ready  to  die,  and  caufe  them  to  fliine  brighter  and 
brighter  unto  the  perfe<ft  day. — ^This  comfortable 
truth,  he  hath  verified  in  ten  thouiand  inftances;  when 
his  difciples  have  been  brought  low,  he  hath  helped 
them.  The  charafters  which  he  fuftains,  the  quali- 
fications he  poflefles,  the  facred  truft  committed  to 
his  charge,  and  the  intimate  relation  in  which  be 
ftands  connefted  with  the  feeble  among  his  flock, 
confpire  in  calling  forth  his  never  failing  tender  com- 
paflion.  Thefe,  with  other  circumftances  that  may 
occur  to  thofe  acquainted  with  the  gofpel  hiftory,  afc 
ford  the  moft  fatisfying  fecurity,  that  neither  internal 
weaknefs,  nor  external  injuries,  fhall  deprive  the 
feebleft  Ghriftian  of  his  divine  mailer's  gracious  atten- 
tion and  fupport.  Review  his  whole  condud  while 
on  earth,  and  contemplate  the  convincing  proofs  that 
he  gave  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  predidion.  With 
what  amiable  afiability  and  kindnefs  did  he  inftruft 
thofe  who  were  weak,  as  they  were  able  to  bear ! 
What  ftriking  evidences  did  he  give,  that  he  was  im 
deed  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  prieft, merciful  to  men, 
and  faithful  to  God  1  And  when  about  to  afcend  in 
triumph  unto  heaven,  with  what  exquifite  tendemefs 
did  he  fend  this  affeiftionate  meflage  to  his  brethren,  *  I 

•  afcend,  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father;  to  my  God, 

*  and  your  God  I*  1  truft  that  the  experience  of  not  a 
few  among  ourfelves,  who  when  depreflcd  with  a  fenfe 
of  their  own  weaknefs,  have  looked  to  him,  and  been 
enlightened,  their  ftrength  hath  been  renewed,  thei* 
fears  difpelled,  and  their  forrow  turned  into  joy,  can 
atteft  this  reviving  truth. 

He  pall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth.  Judg- 
ment may  denote,  as  m  the  tirft  veife,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel,  the  plan  of  mens  falvarion,  thi 
rule  of  righteoufnefs.  This  noble  exhibition  of  wif- 
dom,  pmd^nce,  and  equity,  Jefus  Chrilt  was  to  bring 
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forth  to  view  with  fuch  perfpicuity,  and  to  demon- 
ftrate  with  fuch  convincing  evidence,  that  it  ihould 
triumph  over  all  oppofition,  and  be  acknowledged 
the  truth  of  God.  He  was  fo  to  explain  and  incul- 
cate this  excellent  dodrine,  that  it  might  appear  to 
be  the  true  way  of  obtaining  falvation,  and  of  fer- 
ving  God ;  in  oppofition  to  human  knowledge,  which 
is  often  fallacious,  and  to  the  Mofeic  oeconomy,  that 
exhibited  oi^y  a  fhadow  of  good  things,  which  were 
then  future.  Or  the  expreilion  may  be  thus  interpre- 
ted, in  reference  to  the  perfonsdefcribed  in  the  former 
part  of  the  Verfe.  The  Melliah  Ihall  fend  his  gofpcl, 
accompanied  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enhghten  their 
under(landings,to  purify  their  hearts,  and  to  invigorate 
all  their  powers,  fo  as  to  render  them  completely  vi£to^ 
rious,  and  more  than  conquerors  over  all  their  enemies, 
— ^Take  heed  that  you  abufe  not  this  comfortable  doc- 
trine, by  negTigence  in  duty,  by  indulgence  in  fin, 
or  contempt  of  the  appointed  ^means  of  obtaining 
fpiritual  ftrength  and  confolation.  The  allurances  q£ 
viftory  given  to  the  weakeft  of  God's  fervants,  fup- 
pofe  that  they  are  ingaged  in  the  fpiritual  warfare, 
and  are  intended  to  encourage  them  to  Hand  to  their 
arms,  and  to  fight  vahantly.  J^otwithftanding  Jefus 
Chrift  informed  the  apoftle  Peter,  that  he  had  prayed 
for  him,  that  his  faith  might  not  fail,  he  requurcd 
him  to  watch  and  pray,  that  he  might  not  enter  mto 
^emptarion« 

4  He  fliall  not  fail  nor  be  difcouraged,  till 
he  hath  fet  judgment  in  the  earth:  and  the 
ifles  fliall  wait  for  his  law, 

Thefe  words  plainly  intimate  the  pcrfevering  dili- 
gence and  glorious  fuccefs  of  this  illuftrous  teacher. 
Thofe  who  have  been  employed  in  inltruding  nian- 
Jdnd,  deficient  oft-times  in  induftry  and  zeal,  or  too 
precipitate  in  the  meafures  they  have  adopted,  be-, 
coming  languid  or  weary,  their  expedations  of  fuc- 
f^fk  have  been  fruftrated.    The  gieat  Prophet  of  the 
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Lord,  defedtive  in  neither  of  thefe  refpe^b,  ufed  im^ 
remitting  affiduity  and  prudence  in  pnblifhing  and 
explaining  his  divine  doftrine,  until  the  whole  fyftcm 
was  completed  and  publilhed  to  the  world.  Not-, 
withftdnding  the  great  difficulties  he  had  to  furmount, 
his  force  was  not  abated  or  broken ;  he  did  not  faint 
or  grow  weary,  until  he  could  fay,  It  is  finilhed-— » 
Nor  was  he  to  be  difcouraged,  dejeded,  or  intimida-* 
ted  by  the  mighty  oppofition  he  had  to  encounter, 
from  the  wickednefs  of  men,  and  the  powers  of  dark- 
nefs.  Poflcffed  of  mvincible  ftrcngth  and  magnani- 
mity, he  never  became  remifs,  he  never  yielded  to 
the  formidable  obftacles  that  lay  hi  his  way,  but  in- 
ceflantly  continued  firm  and  unfliakeft,  in  mind  and 
exertion  until  he  yielded  up  the  ghoft. — Till  hi  fei 
judgment  in  ihe  earth.  He  will  never  defift  from  the 
proiecution  of  his  arduous  work,  until  he  hath  plant- 
ed  his  gofpel  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  and 
by  the  efficacy  of  his  word,  accompanied  with  his 
Spirit,  he  hath  eftablifhed  among  them  his  kingdom, 
that  confifteth  in  righteoufncfs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  brought  them  into  fubje£tion  to 
his  mild  and  equitable  government. 

And  the  ijlesjhall  %vaitJor  his  law.  The  Hebrew 
word  tranflated  ijles,  fignifies  alfo  nations  or  coun- 
tries *,  whether  encompafled  by  the  fea,  or  fituated 
on  the  continent^  and  may  here  denote  the  Gentile 
nations.  Thefe  fhall  wait  for  the  Meffiah's  kw, 
the  royal  law  of  liberty,  ftampt  with  his  authority, 
which  points  out  the  way  of  Kfe  and  holincfs  j 
or  for  his  dodrine,  that  relates  to  righteoufnaels 
and  falvation,  and  is  defigned  to  regulate  the  £utli 
and  pradice  of  mankind.  For  this  perfeft  law  the 
Gentiles  Ihall  wait  with  longing  expectation,  con- 
fcious  of  their  abfolute  needrof  this  valuable  treafiim. 
Though  ignorant  of  the  Meffiah,  and  the  promifes  rf 
God,  fenfible  of  their  need  of  inftru6lion  on  fome 
important  topics,  they  \^ere  with  ardent  defires  ta 
look  for  this  neceflary  benefit.    To  this  fubjeft  may 
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be  applied  the  words  of  the  apoflle  Paal,  who  af- 
ferts  that  the  Greeks,  the  more  polifhed  heathen  na* 
tions,  ieck  dfter  wifdom ;  not  only  elegance  of  dio 
tion,  the  beauties  of  eloquenice,  acquaintance  with 
the  fciences,  and  propriety  of  condud,  but  alfo  divine 
inftrudion  on  certain  fubje<5s.  Hence  the  Meffiah 
is  called  by  the  prophet  Haggai,  *  the  defire  of  all  na- 
tions *•*  The  words  may  be  rendered,  T/je  ijles  or 
nations  Jhall  place  their  hope  or  tru/i  in  his  dodrine  ; 
which  gives  a  good  fenfe  to  the  predidion,  inti- 
mating that  the  gofpel  was  not  to  be  confined  to 
the  Jews,  but  extended  alfo  to  the  Gentiles,  who 
were  to  receive  it  with  faith  and  hope,  as  the  means 
of  their  falvation.  This  expofition  exadlly  accords 
with  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Matthew,  who  thus 
paraphrafes  them,  *  In  his  name  (hall  the  Gerttiles 
*  truft.'  Such,  according  to  this  prdphecy,  fhall  be 
the  extenfive  fpread  and  glorioUs  fuccefs  of  the  go- 
foel  of  th^  Son  of  God,  which  in  part  hath  been  ful- 
nlled ;  and  to  the  more  full  accpmplilhment  we  look 
forward  with  hope  and  joy. 

S^fThus  fkith  God  the  LORb,he  that  created 
the  heavens  and  ftretched  them  out ;  he  that 
fpread  forth  the  earthy  and  that  which  cometH 
out  of  it ;  he  that  giveth  breath  linto  the  people 
upon  it,  and  fpiri^t  to  them  that  w4lk  therein. 

The  wonderful  fuccefs  whdrewith  the  doctrine  of 
the  Meflllah  was  to  be  attended,  is  attributed  to  hit 
folemn  deftination  by  the  Lord  God,  to  be  the  Light 
and  the  Salvation  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles.  In  this 
end  the  fou^  folloMOng  verfes,  Jehovah  is  introduced 
in  a  manner  truly  magnificent,  animating  the  Mef^ 
fiah  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  important 
Work,  amidft  every  oppofition  ;  afluring  him  that  he 
was  deftined,in  his  purpofi^  to  be  the  common  teacher 
and  Saviour  of  all  nations.  lii  thepreceding  verfe,  having 
pointed  him  out,,  commended  and  defcribed  him  en- 
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tering  oil  hi^  acrduous  fervice,  the  figure  is  chart, 
ged ;  and  the  Lord  God  is  here  reprefented  encou- 
raging bim  to  enter  on  his  office,  by  promifes  of  hi* 
afliftance  and  fupport.  The  addrefs  commences  with 
the  greate/l  folemnity  and  majefty— yA«*  faith  God 
the  Lord^  the  eternal,  unchangeable,  omnipotent  Je- 
hovah, the  fource  of  exiftence,  life,  order,  beauty, 
and  felicity — He  that  created  the  heavens^  that  wwi- 
derful  mixture  of  light  and  air  which  is  every  where 
difFufed  around  us,  to  which  are  owing  the  fine  ap- 
pearance  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  earth,  with  all  the 
vegetable  and  animal  life  that  pervades  this  material 
world — that  immenfe  expanded  firmament  which  is 
adorned  with  the  glorious  orbs  that  illuminate  this 
habitation  of  the  children  of  men.  ^He  that  formed 
without  any  afliltance,  and  called  into  exiftence  by 
the  word  of  his  power,  the  celeftial  elements  and 
planets ;  *  who  ftretched  them  out  by  his  difcretion, 
and  eftablifhed  them  by  his  wifdom — He  ihatfpread 
farth  the  earthy  that  fiDrmed  and  adjufted  every  part 
of  it  with  exquifite  Ikill,  to  be  a  fuitable  convenient 
place  of  refidence  for  mankind ;  where  we  are  plen- 
tifully fumifhed,  not  only  with  the  necefl&ries,  but 
with  the  conveniencies  of  life — And  that  which  co- 
tneth  out  of  it ;  fuch  as  metals  and  ftones  of  various 
kinds,  fuel,  trees,  corns,  herbs  of  ev^ry  fort,  proper 
for  fumifliing  ufeful  provifion  for  man  and  beaft.  All 
thefe  the  great  God  fpread  forth  into  the  bowels,  and 
upon  the  furface  of  the  earth,  as  infinite  wifdonl  and 
goodnefs  judged  beft,  to  accomplilh  the  purpofes  df 
their  formation  and  their  no  lefs  wonderful  difpofition. 
He  that  giveth  breath  to  the  people  upon  it.  Jeho- 
vah is  the  author,  not  only  of  vegetable,  but  of  ani- 
mal and  rational  life,  wherewith  be  hath  endowed 
men  who  live  upon  this  earth.  He  hath  beftowed 
on  them,  in  common  with  all  terreftrial  aiiimals,  the 
principle  of  life,  which  is  preferved  by  means  of  re- 
Ipiration,  In  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  *  He  gi- 
*  vcth  to  all  life,  ^nd  breath,  and  all  things  */    He 
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faadi  ialfo  fonned  them  with  a  principle  of  rational  life, 
with  underftanding,  judgment,  confcience,  memory, 
and  other  powers,  which  raife  them  far  above  inferior 
creation,  which  render  them  capable  of  receiving  in- 
ftrudion  by  means  of  good  doArine,  and  of  being  go- 
verned by  wholefome  laws.     In  the  words  of  Elihu, 

•  He  teacheth  us  more  than  the  beafts  of  the  earth,and 

•  maketh  us  wifer  than  the  fowls  of  heaven  *.  As  he 
is  the  former  of  our  bodies,  fo  he  is  Father  of  our  fpi- 
rits,  from  whom  they  proceed,  and  to  whom  they 
return,  when  feparated  from  the  bodies  wherein  they 
refided.  There  is  a  fpirit  in  man  whereby  he  is  ac- 
tuated, and  governed,  and  qualified  to  manage  his 
affairs  with  discretion,  which  cometh  from  the  Lord 
of  hofls,  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel.  This  import- 
ant prerogative  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  confer  on 
men  who  walk  on  the  earth.  With  fimilar  fublime 
language  is  the  prophecy  introduced  that  is  recorded 
in  the  i  ath  chapter  of  Z^echanah,  *  Saith  the  Lord, 

•  who  ftretcheth  forth  the  heavens,  and  layeth  the 

•  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  formeth  the  fpirit  of 

•  man  within  him.' — What  a  grand  defcription  is  this ! 

We  are  apt  to  be  dazzled  by  the  pomp  and  fplendor 

of  an  earthly  prince,  attended  by  a  v^  retinue,  lur« 

rounded  by  the  nobles  of  the  land,  exhibiting  proofs 

of  majefty,  opulencie,  and  power.     How  infigmficant 

is  human  greatnefs,  in  comparifon  of  the  glory  of  the, 

Lord  God,  whofe  garment  is  the  light,  whofe  throne 

is  the  heavens,  whofe  footftopl  is  the  earth,  and  who 

giveth  breath  and  fpirit  to  them  that  walk  thereon. 

Let  all  the  earth  then  fear  the  Lord ;  let  all  the  in-, 

habitants  of  the  world  ftand  in  awe  of  him. 
«  « 

6  I  the  LORD  have  called  thee  in  rig[ht€- 

oufnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will 

keep  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 

i>eople,  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles. 

IJTxefe  words  were  diredled  to  the  ferj^ant  of  Jeho- 
vah,. 

♦  Job  XXX v;  XX. 
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v&h,  by  him  who  appcMiited  him  to  be  the  teachett 
both  of'  Jews  and  Gentiles.  A(:cording  t6  my  fote* 
teign  good  pkafure,  I  have  defigne4  thee^  iii  my 
purpote  ;  by  my  Spirit,  I  have  qualified  thee  for  the 
important  office  of  enlightening  the  nations ;  and  by 
the  difpeiffetSons  of  my  providence,  J  will  open  the 
way  for  the  exercife  of  thy  miniftry.  Chiift  Jefus, 
the  Mediator,  did  not  aflume  to  himfelf  this  honiDUr- 
able  charafter,  but  was  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron; 
he  did  not  glorify  himfelf,  but  was  mi^de  ptcphet 
and  high  prieft  by  him  that  faid  imto  hinl,  Thou  art? 
my  fervant  whom  I  have  chofeii.  He  was  gonfecra- 
ted  to  his  oiBce  by  tl?e  will  and  authority  of  God ; 
iix)m  him,  and  not  fron^  any  other,  he  received  hi$ 
commiflion.  How  glorious  the  work  to  which  he 
was  called !  It  was  no  lefs  than  refcuing  men  from 
ignorance,  depravity,  and  bondage ;  and  reftoriflg 
them  td  light,  liberty,  and  felicity.'  Byitsaccom* 
pliftiment,  he  illuftriouljy  dif^layed  the  eqlipfed  glo* 
ry  of  Jehovah,  and  acquired  to  himfelf  renown  and 
praife  from  his  infl:ruded  ranfomed  people,  whowitli 
gratitude  magnify  him  as  the  author  of  their  felta-' 
tion.  Jehovah  declares  that  he  called  thd  Meffiab 
inrighte^ufnefs.  His  appointment  vas  founded  on 
the  mpft  equitable  grounds.  To  him  this  office  oC 
right  pertained ;  he  only  was  able  to  difcharge  the 
duties  of  it  with  honour  and  fuccefs ;  to  nianifeft  the 
righteoufiiefs  of  God,  to  fulfil  the  promife^  made  to 
the  church,  on  which  their  f^ilh  and  expectation  are 
founded,  and  to  relieve  the  nece|Bties  of  thofe  wh(^ 
are  ready  to  perifh. 

And  will  hold  thine  hand,  &^.  I  will  fuppoittbee 
in  every  trying  emergency,  I  will  fuccburthee  in  e- 
very  time  rf  danger,  I  will  encourage  thee  in  evwy 
fervice,  and  I  wifl  deliver  thee  out  of  all  the  fevere 
afl9iction$  which  thou  haft  to  fuftain.  hy  the  pecu* 
liar  care  of  my  providence^  and  the  plentiful  o(h»- 
munications  of  my  Spirit,  I  will  continually  preferve 
thee,  and  afford  thee  ample  fupport  at  all  times  an4 
in  aU  places.    With  this  pleafing  profped  fully  in 

hi| 
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Jiis  ^cw,  the  Meffiah  is  introduced  faying,  •  I  «i3 

*  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times,  and  bis  praife  fhall  be 

*  cOTtinually  in  ray  mouth  */ — /  will  keep  ihet^  and 
defend  thee  from  all  evil,  fo  that  thou  /halt  be  in 
pcrfe<a  fafety,  aoiidft  the  mighty  oppofition  and  vi- 
jrulcnt  enemies,  with  which  thgu  (halt  have  to  con- 
tend. Of  this  prefervation  he  was  repeatedly  afliw 
Fed,  and  there£9re  he  could  not  fail  to  enjoy  the  be* 
nefit  of  it«  If  the  Lord  was  with  the  patriarch  Ja«* 
cob,  to  keep  him  in  all  places,  will  he  not  mmrk' 
more  keep  JacoVs  Redeemer?  If  he  keep  the  feet 
qS  his  faints,  furely  he  will  keep  the  head  of  the 
chufch  ?  If  he  keep  his  people  as  the  apjple  of  his 
eye,  furely  he  will  preferve  with  infinite  tender* 
nds  his  righteous  fervant,  his  Ele6l  in  whom  his  foul 
del^hteth.  The  moft  ftriking  evidences  of  this  com- 
fortable truth  arc  recorded  in  the  gofpel  hiftory. 
When  his  enemies  took  counfel  again(t  him,  *  and 

*  rpfe  up  and  thruft  him  out  of  the  city,  and  led  him 

*  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  that  they  might  caft  him 

*  down  headlong,  he  palfing  through  the  midft  of 

*  them,  went  his  way  f  .* 

jlnd  giiff  ibeefor  a  cwenant  ff  4he  people,  jefut 
iGhrift  cannot  properly  be  called  a  covenant,  in  the 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word,  which  denotes  a 
folemn  agreement  betwixt  two  parties.  Things  fre- 
quently bear  the  fame  name  in  fcripture  as  in  com- 
mon  language,  which  differ  widely  from  one  another. 
The  Hebrew  word  tranllated  €ovenant^  is  derived 
from  one  that  fignifies  to  cleanfe  or  purify :  it  is  u- 
fcd  to  exprefs  whatever  tends  to  remove  the  odicnis 
poUutbnof  fm,  whereby  mankind  are  defiled,  ren^ 
dercd  unfit  to  appear  in  the  divine  prefence,  and 
to  enjoy  communicm.  with  God.  The  promifes  and 
commandments  of  God  being  given  for  this  purpofe, 
they  are  fometimes  fppken  of  as  his  covenant.  Efpe- 
cially  is  this  defignation  given  to  the  Mefiiah,  who 
cleanfes  his  people  from  all  unrighteouiheis,  who 
Waflies  thqm  from  their  fins,   and  purifies  them 

unto 

f  ^&l  viu  7.  xxxiv,  i«    f  Luke  ir.  25, 30.  Sec  alfo  Jo.  vii.  50. 
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unto  himfelf,  a  peculiar ,  people,  zealou3  of  good 
works.  He  is  alfo  the  bafis  on  which  the  covenant 
betwixt  God  and  man  is  eftabliflied ;  the  Mediator, 
who  hath  reftored  the  friendly  intercqurfe  between 
them  that  had  been  interrupted;  who,  by  his  death, 
ratified  and  confirmed  the  promifes  of  God,  who  be- 
came furety  to  difcharge  his  peoples  debts,  and  to  pre  . 
ferve  them  in  the  righteous  ways  of  the  Lord.  By  his 
perfeft  obedience,  he  acquired  for  them  the  Holy 
Spirit,  with  every  bleflmg  neceflary  to  their  com- 

Elete  purification  from  fin,  and  final  happinefs ;  yea, 
e  himfelf  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  promifed 
bleflings,  on  whofe  accoimt  they  are  bellowed.— Je- 
hovah,  therefore,  promifes  to  give  him  for  ^  covenant 
of  the  people.  The  expoeflion  intimates,  that  his  de« 
ftination  to  this  endearing  character,  and  relation  to 
his  peculiar  people,  is  the  unconftrained  donation  of 
fovereign  grace,  and  the  wonderful  difplay  of  unpa* 
ralleled  love. — As  we  can  receive  nothing  unlefs  it 
be  given,  this  rich  prefent,  freely  conferred,  autho- 
rifes  us  to  receive  him  for  the  purpqfes  for  which  he 
is  beftowed.  A  mod  encouraging  circumftance  this, 
which  ought  carefully  to  be  attended  to  by  all  the 
people  pf  every  defcriprion.  And  if  perfixis  are  rc- 
fpeded  according  to  their  hberaUty,  and  the  valuer 
of  the  benefits  they  confer  j  what  efteem,  what  ve- 
Deration,  what  gratitude  are  due  to  the  Lord  God! 

For  a  light  of  the  Gentiles.  The  name  Gentiles 
comprifes  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  befide  the 
once  highly  favoured  people,  the  pofterity  of  Abra- 
ham. During  the  Molaic  oeconomy,  God  fuffered 
jjll  nations,  except  the  Ifraelites,  to  walk  in  their  own 
ways ;  in  confequence  whereof  they  became  vain  in 
their  imaginations,  and  their  fooUih  hearts  were  dark- 
ened. Involved  in  ignorance  refpefting  mattei^  of 
the  higheft  importance,  they  were  ftrangcrs  to  the 
covenants  of  promife,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  without  God,  without  Chrift,  and  without 
hope  in  the  world.  When  in  this  deplorable  fiate, 
t^t,  £le(^  of  Jehovah  was  given  to  be  a  light  unto 
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them.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  according  to  this  pre- 
diction, the  day-fpring  from  on  high  did  vifit  us,  to 
give  light  to  thofe  that  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the 
fliadj3W  of  death ;  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace.  The  Sun  of  righteou&efs  hath  arifen  with 
healing  under  his  wings,  and  ftione  forth  with  meri- 
dian fplendor,  diffufmg  the  light  of  the  glory  of  God^ 
among  the  heathen  nations* .  The  light  of  the  world 
hath  imparted  to  us  the  knowledge  of  falvation,thro*' 
the  remiflion  of  fins;  and  now  the  people  that  fat  in 
darknefs,  fee  a  great  light ;  and  to  them  that  were 
in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death,  light  is  fprung  up. 

7  To  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the 
prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and  them  that  fit 
in  darknefs  out  of  the  prifon  houfe. 

That  the  honour  of  Mefliah,  and  the  benefit  he 
confers  might  be  complete,  our  Prophet  farther  de- 
fcribes  the  benevolent  purpofes  for  which  he  was  to 
be  given  to  the  Gentiles.  What  avails  light  to  thofe 
•who  have  not  eyes  to  fee  ?  The  averfion  of  multi- 
tudes to  acknowledge  the  truth,  clearly  Ihews  that  the 
eyes  of  mankind,  both  of  Jews  and  G^entiles,  are 
blind.  The  propofition  ftated  in  thefe  words,  is  un-^ 
queftionably  true,  and  cannot  be  fairly  evaded  ;  for 
as  the^apoftle  Paul  affirms,  the  natural  man  receiveth 
not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  j  for  tfiey  are 
foolifhnefs  to  him,  neither  can  he  know  them,  be- 
caufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned*.  Spiritually  to 
difcem  the  things  which  God  hath  revealed  by  his 
Spirit,  is  fo  to  perceive  their  tranfcendent  excellence 
and  infinite  Importance,  as  to  be  fuitably  afFeded  with 
them,  and  to  apply  them  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  are  reveded :  this  certainly  is  not  done  by 
natural  men.  The  words  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fpoken 
fipom  heaven  to  Saul,  afterward  called  Paul,  are  de- 
cifive  as  to  the  fad.  *  Delivering  thee  (faid  he)  from 
*  the  people  and  the  Gentiles,  untg  whom  now  I  fend 

*  thee, 
^  I  Cor.  ii.  14. 
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f  thee,  to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from 
f  darknefs  to  light*/  6*r.  Even  the  Jews,  to  whom 
God  had  revealed  the  dodrine  of  his  holy  word,  and 
on  whom  he  conferred  many  fubftantial  advantages, 
were  blinded  by falfe  prejudices,  and  involved  in  grofi 
igooraiice  of  divine  things.  Hence  our  Lord  de« 
dared,  that  *  the  Pharifees  were  blind  leaders  of  the 
*'  blind  f ;'  they  like  other  people,  were  deftitute  of* 
fpiritual  im^crilanding  of  the  way  of  falvation,  and 
unacquainted  with  the  myftery  of  the  gofpel. — Now 
Jefus  Chriil  was  fent  to  open  thefe  blind  eyes,  to  rc- 
ftore  fight  to  thofe  who  are  fpiritually  blind;  that  thqr 
may  behold  the  gloiy  of  Jehovah  difplayed  in  his 
works;  that  they  may  fee  the  perfection  and  excel 
lence  of  his  law,  the  exceeding  fmfulnefs  of  fin,  their 
periihing  condition  by  tranfgreffion,  the  excellence 
of  the  Saviour,  and  their  abfolute  need  of  his  righte- 
oufhefs  and  Spirit- — That"  they  may  difcem  the  prc- 
cioufnefe  of  God*s  promifes,  the  -beauties  of  holinefe, 
the  hope  of  their  calling,  and  the  riches  of  the  glory 
of  the  inheritance  of  the'faints  in  light.  Such  are 
the  glorious  objedsi  feen  by  the  blind  eyes  when  o- 
pened. 

To  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon.  This 
cxpreflion  may  relate  more  efpecially  to  the  Jews, 
lyho  before  faith  came,  were  kept  under  the  law, 
ihut  up  unto  the  faith  which  was  afterward  to  be 
ievealed| :  /.  r.  Until  the  promifed  Redeemer,  the 
preat  objeft  of  the  faith  and  hope  rf  the  church, 
made  his  appearance ;  they  were  kept  in  fafe  cuftody, 
pr  guarded  by  the  law,  as  princes  by  their  life  guards 
or  foitrefles  by  their  garrifons*  They  were  fliut  up, 
clofcly  confined ;  as  prifoners  in  a  goal,  they  wem 
not  at  liberty  to  go  out,  or  to  do  what  they  pleafed  j 
and  no  way  was  left  open  for  their  deliverance  or 
efcape,  but  that  of  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  xe« 
vealed  in  the  laft  time.  Under  the  ffirongcft  obliga- 
tions pundually  to  obferve  the  rites  and  command* 
ments  enjoined  by  the  law,  every  tranfgreffion  ex- 
pired 

♦  Afts  xxvi.  17,  18.        f  Mat  XV.  14.        JOal.  iii*  23. 
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pofed  them  to  farther  punifhment,  and  fattened  more 
clofely  on  their  minds,  the  confcibuihefs  of  fin,  and 
the  curfes  denounced  againft  it.  Such  was  the  for- 
lorn ftate  rfthe  (jrifoners  whom  the  fervant  of  Jehovah 
was  to  redeem  froih  under  the  law,  and  to  brinfe 
forth  from  their  confinement,  that  they  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  fons*^. — jind  them  that  Jit  in  darknefs 
tut  of  the  prifon  houfe.  This  claufe  of  the  verfe,  may 
have  a  particular  reference  to  the  Gentiles,  who  are 
defcribed  as  fitting  in  darknefs,  being  not  only  defti- 
tute  of  fpiritual  light,  but  of  eyes  to  dHcem  the  light, 
the  excellence  and  importance  of  divine  truths*— Ha- 
vhig  the  underflanding  darkened,  being  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is 
in  us,  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  our  heart.  So 
deplorable  was  our  flate,  that  like  perfons  clofely 
confined  in  prifon,  from  whom  the  light  is  excluded, 
we  had  not  the  light  of  falutary  truth  to  make  mani- 
fell  fpiritual  objefts ;  nor  yet  the  power  of  fpiritual 
difcemment.  Such  was  our  doleful  condition,  that 
we  were  enflaved  by  ignorance  ^nd  error,  fubjeft 
to  diverfe  lulls  and  pleafures,  fettered  by  the  bonds 
erf*  iniquity,  harafled  with  dread  of  deferved  punilh- 
tiient,  forcibly  detained  in  thraldom  by  the  prince 
of  this  world,  and  unable  to  extricate  ourfelves;  when 
God's  righteous  Servant  was  fent  to  our  relief,  that 
he  might  bring  us  into  a  llate  of  light  and  liberty, 
happinefs  and  comfort. — O  Lord,  bring  my  foul  out 
of  prifon,  that  I  may  praife  thy  namef . 

8  I  /WB  the  Lord,  that  //  my  tiatne :  and  my 
glory  will  I  not  give  to  another,  neither  my 
praife  to  graven  images. 

Thefe  words  annoimce  the  glorious  charafter  and 
prerogative  of  the  living  and  true  God.  The-  ex* 
preffions,  which  are  indeed  fublime,  plainly  intimat^ 
that  Jehovah  is  the  only  true  God,  and  that  the  true 
God  alone  is  Jehovah.   Contemplate  with  veneration, 

VoL,m.  Ss  a^d 

*  Gal.  !▼.  4,  5.        f  Pfal.  cxlU.  7. 
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and  awe  this  great  and  dreadful  name, which  is  exalted 
above  all  blelEng  and  praife,  that  is  excellent  in  all  the 
earth,  terrible  among  the  heathen,  and  good  before 
his  faints.  A  learned  critic  in  the  Hebrew  language 
hath  obferved,  that  the  charaders  which  denote  the 
three  diferent  tenfes,  are  exprefled  in  the  name 
Jehovah*  The  letter  Jod^  at  the  beginning,  being 
charaderiftic  of  the  future  tenfe ;  Fau^  in  the  mid» 
die,  of  the  participle  prefent,  and  He^  at  the  end,  of 
the  time  paft*.  The  apoftle  John,  hath  unfolded 
it$  import  in  the  defcription  he  gives  of  the  glorious 
perfon,  from  whom  he  mtreats  grace  land  peace  to 
the  churches,  *  Who  is,  who  was,  and  who  is  to 
come,'  (Rev.  i*  4.^  By  this  appropriate  imme,  God 
proclaims  his  real  felf-exiftence,  that  he  is  eternal, 
independent,  unchangeable ;  and  therefore  he.  will 
moil  certainly  accom^ilh  all  the  promifes  he  liath 
made  to  the  Meffiah  and  the  church  ;  whereby  his 
righteoulhefs,  grace,  veracity,  and  other  attributes 
Ihall  be  demonftrated.  When  we  think  of  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  the  work  affigned  to  the  Mediator, 
of  delivering  and  enlightening  Jews  and  Gentiles^ 
how  pleafant  and  revivmg  to  reflect,  that  the  omni- 
potent Jehovah  hath  engaged  to  accomplifh  it.  0 
Ifrael,  trull  then  in  the  Lord ;  ye  that  fear  the  Lord, 
truft  in  the  Lord,  and  he  flwdl  bring  it  to  pafs. 

uind  my  gUry  will  I  not  give  U  another^  fit-c  The 
honour  due  to  his  divine  excellencies,  the  efteem,  the 
confidence,  and  the  devout  acknowledgments  that 
they  juftly  demand,  the  Lord  God  claims  as  his 
\mqueftionable  right,  which  he  will  not  permit  to 
be  alienated  from  him,  and  afcribed  to  any  other. 
Nor  will  he  allow  the  tribute  of  gratitude,  due  to 
his  infinite  Majefty,  to  be  facrilegioully  transferred 
to  any  creature  or  idol  whatfoever.  His  glory  and 
pr^e,  the  richeft  gems  in  his  facred  crown,  he  will 
^uefs  alone,  and  will  not  part  with  them  to  any 
ufurper.  This  explicit  declaration,  aftbrds  the  ftrong- 
efl  grounds  whereupon  faith  and  hope  may  reil  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  above  predictions  refpedling  the 

great 
*  Dlfertatlo  Johannes  Buxtorfii  dc  nomine. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


V£R-  9.     PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  323 

great  Redeemer.  It  gives  the  moll  ample  fecurity 
whkh  can  be  defired,  that  Jehovah  will  extend  his 
ialvation  to  thofe^  who  have  afcribed  to  others  his  glo- 
ry and  praife,and  that  in  confequence  they  ihall  unite 
in  attributing  to  him  alone  the  honour  due  to  his 
name. — ^Wh2ft  we  reader  unto,  man,  the  things  that 
are  man's,  let  us  give  unto  God,  the  things  that  are 
God's,  taking  heed  that  we  &o  not  woiHlup  and  ferve 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blefled 
for  ever* 

9  Behold  the  former  things  aye  come  to 
pafs,  and  new  things  do  I  declare  :  before 
they  fpring  forth,  I  tell  you  of  them, 

Thefe  words  may  be  confidered  ^s  affording  a 
ftriking  proof,  that  the  God  in  whofe  name  our  Pro- 
phet deUvercd  thefe  prediftions,  is  Jehovah.  That 
you  may  be  fully  convinced  of  this  important  truth, 
attentively  confider  the  former  things  that  arc  come 
to  pafs,  exadly  according  to  the  prophecies  of  God's 
fervants,  not  one  of  them  have  foiled  of  their  accom- 
pliftiment,  all  of  them  are  verified.  In  this  cxpref- 
fion,  there  may  be  reference  to  the  wonderful  deli- 
verance of  Ifrael  from  the  power  of  tlie  Egyptians, 
and  the  conquefts  they  obtained  over  their  powerful 
enemies,  in  order  to  their  entering  on  the  poffeffion 
of  the  land  of  Canaan. — yind  new  things  do  I  declare^ 
&c.  By  foretelling  approaching  events,  that  are 
yet  to  happen,  I  fet  before  you  farther  fatisfymg  evi- 
dences, that  the  God  in  whofe  name  I  fpeak,  is  the 
Lord.  The  new  things  here  alluded  to,  may  be  the 
illumination  and  call -of  the  Gentiles  to  participate  in 
the  Ialvation  of  the  Meffiah  ;  that  great  unexpected 
event,  which  exhibits  a  wonderful  difplay  of  the 
riches  of  divine  grace,  and  unfolds  the  myftery  hid 
from  former  generations,  but  clearly  predided  in 
thefe  prophecies.  Prior  to  the  leaft  appearance  or 
profpedt  of  thefe  events,  I  announce  their  certain  ap- 
proach, and  inform  you  of  them  long  before  they 

take 
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take  place  ;  that  you  may  beconftrained  to  acknow<* 
lege  the  divinity  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  that  you  may 
be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  my  mifficm,  and  that  feith 
and  hope  may  be  excited  to  cxped  the  fulfilment  of 
what  1  have  declared. — Do  you  likewife,my  brethren, 
carefully  obfcrve  the  exaft  accompHftunent  of  the 
prophecies,  and  promifes  recorded  in  this  book,  that 
perceiving  the*  intimate  fcorrefpondence,  betwixt  the 
predidions  and  the  events  to  which  they  refer,  your 
faith  in  the  word  of  God  may  be  confirmed  and  efta- 
bliihe^. 

lo  Sing  unto  the  LORD  a  new  fong,  and 
his  praife  from  the  end  of  the  earth  ;  ye  that 
go  down  to  the  fea,  and  all  that  is  therein;  the 
ifles,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

The  Lord  God  having  manifefted  his  name  and 
his  ialvation  to  the  iflands  that  waited  for  his  law, 
and  having  called  the  Gentiles  to  (hare  in  thefe  in- 
eftimable  benefits,  they  are  invited  to  celebrate  the 
praifes'of  Jehovah,  who  conferred  upon  them  thefe 
precious  blcffings.  By  this  difpenfation  of  grace,  the 
mod  fubftantial  grounds  of  joy  and  gladne&,  of  ex- 
ultation and  triumph  were  afibrded  them.  For  a 
long  time,  they  bad  been  fitting  in  darknefs,  and  in 
the  region  of  death ;  now  a  great  light  was  arifcn 
upon  them:. they  had  been  (hut  up  in  the  prifoA 
houfe,  detained  in  the  moft  miferable  condition ;  now 
liberty,  fpiritual,  glorious  liberty,  was  proclaimed. 
Surely  then,  it  well  becomes  people  thus  infinitely 
obliged  by  the  moft  endearing  kindnefs,  to  praife  tfaeir 
great  benefaftor  and  deliverer,  and  to  txtol  the  good* 
nefs  and  grace  they  have  experienced.  This  tribute 
of  gratitude  is  to  be  conveyed  by  finging  a  new  fong  j 
a  long  proper  for  renewed  redeemed  men  to  fing,  in 
the  new  creation  or  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
fuited  to  celebrate  new  mercies,  prefigured  by  thofe 
conferred  on  Ifrael  in  former  times.  The  exprefiion 
often  occurs  in  the  Pfalms  of  David,  whett  it  denotes 
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an  ode  df  peculiar  e^ellence ;  wherein  the  glorious 
attributes^  with  feme  fplendid  admirable  new  works 
of  God,  are  magnified  and  exalted.  In  this  fenfe,  the 
phrafe  is  ufed  in  the  98th  Pl'alm,  which  we  Icam 
from  I  Chrpn.  xvi.  king  David  delivered  to  be  fung- 
on  occaiion  of  temporal  benefits,  which  reprefentedi 
^nritual  bkffinga. 

Prior  to  this  period  ot  the  church,  befide  the  book 
of  P&lms,  and  the  Song  of  Songs,  there  were  compa. 
fed  the  fong  that  had  been  fung  by  the  IfraeUtesat 
the  Red  Sea,  after  their  wonderful  deliverance^ " 
£xod.  XV. — ^The  fong  of  Mofes,  which  a  little  before 
bis  death  he  ^ve  to  the  congregation  of  Ifxael^ 
Deut.  xzxii. — ^The  fong  of  Deborah  and  fiarak; 
Judg.  v.— The  fimg  of  Hannah,  on  the  nativity  of 
Samuel,  i  Sam.  ii. — ^The  fqng  of  David,  on  the  death 
of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  2  Sara,  i,— The  fong  of 
I&iah,  reprefenting  the  unfruitfulncfs  of  the  church; 
in  chap.  v.-^The  fong  of  praife,  cb  ^p.  xii.— The  fong 
to  excite  confidence  in  God,  chap.  xxvi. — ^The  fong 
of  Hezekiah  after  recovery,  chap,  xxxviii.  None  rf 
tbefe,  it  feems,  were  perfedly  adapted  to  this  occa* 
fion ;  or  the  ftnidure  and  defign  of  t|;ieir  compofition 
did  not  altogether  accord  with  prefent  circumflan* 
ces ;  and  therefore  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are 
required  to  fing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong.  Or,  per- 
haps they  are  direded  to  recite  with  gratitude  and 
gladnefs,  fome  of  thofe  hymns  which  bear  this  in- 
icription,fuch  as  the  33d,  the  4oth,the  96th  and  98th 
pialms.  After  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah  were  delivered^ 
there  are  recorded  in  fcripture,  befidcs  the  Lamenta* 
tions  of  Jeremiah,  written  in  the  poetical  or  metrical 
ftUe ;  The  fong  of  Jonah,  on  account  of  his  delive- 
rance in  chap.  ii.  of  his  book — The  fong  of  Habak- 
kuk,  wherein  the  power  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jehovah 
is  celebrated,  chap.  iii. — ^The  fong  of  Mary,  on  fss 
hiring  Elizabeth,  Luke  i.46.^-The  fong  of  Zacharias, 
on  recovering  the  ui'e  of  fpeech,  Luke  L  68.— The 
fong  of  Simeon,  expreflive  of  graritude  on  feeing  the 
Mntfiah,  Luke  ii.  29.«-*The  fong  of  Mofes  and  the 
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Lamb,  in  Revelation,  chap.  xv.  Thefe  are  moft,  if 
not  all  of  the  fongs  contained  in  the  Bible,  which  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  enunrierating.  And  bispraife 
jrom  the  end  cf  the  earth,  &c.  Whilft  the  Gentiles 
are  excited  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God  for  hh 
goodnefs,  thofe  of  them  are  particularly  called  upon, 
'who  dwell  in  places  moft  remote  trom  the  land 
to  which  God  had  been  peculiarly  fevourable,  to 
unite  in  melodioufly  fliewing  forth  the  glory  of  Je- 
hovah* Ye  that  inhabit  the  utmoft  parts  of  the  earth, 
be  not  filent,  but  join  the  univerfal  chorus,  who  laud 
and  magnify  the  ever  enduring  mercy  of  the  Lord 
of  lords,  who  remembered  us  in  our  low  cftate. — Te 
that  go  down  to  the  fea^  &c.  Merchants  and  mari- 
ners, who  do  bufinefs  in^the  great  w^aters,*  who  fee 
"the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep, 
''--^The  ijlesj  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  To  excite 
nniverial  thankfgivings  to  Jehovah  from  people  of 
every  defcriptio:  .  and  of  every  place,  the  illands, 
with  thofe  who  refide  upon  them,  are  invited  to  join 
in  exprefling  gratitude  and  joy  to  God  our  Saviour, 
for  the  precious  bleffings  of  his  falvation*  The  Loni 
hath  made  knov^n  his  Ovation,  by  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel ;  he  hath  openly  fhewed  his  righteoufiiefs, 
whereby  finners  are  juftifitd  in  the  fight  of  the  hea- 
then. As  his  mercies  extend  to  all  natiixis,  fo  ail 
Jiations  are  exhorted  to  bear  a  part  in  this  new  fong. 

1 1  Let  the  wildernefs  and  the  cities  there- 
of lift  up  their  voices  the  villages  that  Kedar 
doth  inhabit :  let  the  inhabitants  of  the  rock 
fing :  let  them  fhout  from  the  top  of  the 
mountains. 

The  falvation  of  the  Meffiah  being  extended,  not 
only  to  coimtries  more  cultivated  and  acquainted 
vdth  commerce,  but  alfo  to  the  defarts  of  Arabia;  the 
people  that  dwell  in  thefe  wild  regions  are  alfo  call- 
ed to  join  in  praifing  God.  The  wandering  tribes 
which  inhabited  that  vaft  deiart  being  favoured  with 
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the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  (hould  exprcfs  their  joy 
for  the  glad  tidings  with  which .  it  made  them  ac- 
quainted. Be  not  furprifed  that  the  cities  in  this 
large  tradl  of  country  are  required  to  lift  up  their 
voice  ;  for  We  read  in  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah  of 
the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  the  kings  of  the  mingled 
people  that  dwell  in  tlie  defart  ^.  Thefe  rude  but 
numerous  people,  which  were  the  pofterity  of  Kedar, 
one  of  the  fons  .of  Ifhmael,  had  cities  and  villages 
wherein  they  refided ;  and  to  them  the  Prophet  ad- 
drefles  this  invitation. — By  the  inhabitants  of  the 
rock  may  be.  intended  thofe  that  dwelt  in  the  chief 
an^d  beft  fortified  cities  in  Arabia  Petraea,  which 
were  built  on  rocks  and  eminences. — By  the  moun- 
tabs  probably  were  intended  thofe  celebrated  ones, 
Paran,  Horeb^  and  Sinai;  fituated  in  the  fame  coun<- 
try,  from  the  tops  of  which,  were  to  be  heard  fongs* 
even  glory  to  the  Lord.  This  variety  of  expreffion, 
md  diverlified  defcription,  is  intended  to  include  the 
Gentile  nations,  enlightened  by  the  great  Redeemer, 
who  are  invited  to  lift  up  their  voice,  to  fing,  and  to 
fliout  with  triuiflph,  on  account  of  the  precious  blcf- 
fings  they  enjoyed  through  the  gofpel. 

J  2  Let  them  give  glory  unto  the  LORD, , 
and  declare  his  praife  in  the  iflands. 

Men  cannot  add  any  thing  to  the  eflential  glory 
of  Jehovah,  which,  being  infinite  and  eternal,  admits 
not  of  diminution  or  increafe.  All  that  they  are  re- 
quired to  do,  is  to  acknowledge  and  declare  this  glo- 
ry ;  to  own  his  fovereign  dominion,  authority,  and 
grace ;  to  endeavour  t6  ferve  and  pleafe  him  by  the 
duties  of  gratitude  and  obedience  ;  and  to  give  him 
the  honour,  due  to  his  name.  Of  all  the  duties  which 
men  owe  to  their  Creator,  Benefaftor,  and  Redeem- 
er, this  is  the  moft  comprehenfive.  It  is  that  which 
is  mod  worthy  of  God,  and  becoming  the  creature  j 
it  forms  a  neceflary  ingredient  in  all  the  exercifes  ot 

devotion, 
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devotion,  and  mixes  even  widi  the  adbns  of  com^ 
mon  life.  It  is  the  very  life  and  ibul  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  which  always  iuppofe  the  full  amtiftion 
that  God  is  really  fuch  as  he  hath  manifisfted  himfelf 
to  mankind,  in  his  works,  and  in  the  riches  of  his  fo« 
vereign  grace,  and  that  his  benefits  have  deeply  im^ 
preiTed  the  heart  with  love  and  gratitude.  Give  un- 
to the  Lord,  O  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give  unto 
the  Lord  glory  and  ftrength;  give  unto  the  L(»^  the 
glory  due  unto  his  name ;  for  his  everkfting  mercy 
and  free  favour  in  giving  li^t  to  you  when  fitting 
in  daiknefs,  and  in  bringing  you  forth  from  the  pri* 
fon  into  glorious  liberty,  Efpecially  are  you,  the 
inhrbitants  of  this  highly  favoured  ifland,  called  up- 
on to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  God,  £or  the  inef- 
timable  bleflings  you  enjoy  through  the  goTpel  of 
JefusChrift. 

13  The  LORD  Ihall  go  forth  as  a  mighty 
tnan,he  fhall  ftir  up  jealoufy  like  a  man  ofwsn: 
he  fhall  cry;  yea,  roar:  he  fhall  prevail  againfl 
his  enemies. 

Another  argument  intimately  conneded  with  thcrfe 
already  mentioned,  is  here  fuggefbed,  to  excite  the 
Gentiles  to  unite  in  giving  glory  and  praife  to  Jehoi- 
vah.  For  many  ages  the  Gentile  nations  had  been 
detained  in  the  bondage  of  corruption,  in  a  ftate  of 
deplorable  ignorance  df  the  true  God  and  his  falva^ 
tion.  The  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  having 
let  open  the  doors  of  the  prifon  wherein  ttey  were 
confined,  and  having  granted  them  the  light  of  the 
glorious  gofpel,  he  was  about  to  bring  them  into  the 
felicity  and  Hberty  of  his  children.  For  this  great  un- 
merited benefit,  they  are  juftly  require^  to  praife 
Jehovah ;  who  is  introduced  as  an  illuftrious  con-' 
queror  going  forth  againft  hisadverfaries,  pc^fled  of 
invincible  ftrength  and  courage,  to  vanquifh  and  wreft 
from  them  the  power  which  they  had  ufurped,  and 
to  refcue  his  miferable  people  from  the  tyranny  and 
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©bpreffion  under  which  they  haid  long  groaned.  By 
tnis  figure  or  manner  of  fpeech,  wherein  the  Moft 
High  is  fpoken  of  as  a  champion  or  warrior,  he  is  of- 
ten reprefented  in  the  facred  writings,  both  by  pro- 
phets and  poets  *.  There  is  great  beauty  and  pro- 
priety in  the  allufion,  which  exhibits  Almighty  God 
going  forth  like  a  hero,  to  deliver  his  chofen  people 
from  the  power  of  their  enemies;  to  inflidl  upon  ther:*x 
righteous  vengeance  for  the  injuries  done  to  his  name, 
his  honour,  and  kingdom ;  to  Anndicate  his  glory,  of 
which  he  had  been  deprived  by  idolaters ;  and  to 
refcue  the  nations  from  ignorance,  error,  idolatry, 
and  fervitude,  by  means  of  the  doftrine  and  Spuit 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  This  precious  privilege  ought  to  be 
Celebrated  with  thankfulnefs  and  joy  by  all  nations 
who  participate  in  it,  as  the  greateft  blefling  they 
poflefs. 

Hejhall/iirupjealoufy,  &c.  Men  renowned  for 
militaty  valour,  when  about  to  fight,  were  wont  to 
go  forth  to  battle  inflamed  with  rage,  on  the  recol- 
ledlion  of  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  their 
adverfaries,  folicitous  that  nothing  might  tarnifn  their 
honour,  and  expofe  them  to  reproach.  Animated  by 
this  heroic  fpirit^  they  exerted  all  their  powers  in  the 
combat.  Something  limilar  to  this  is  here  attributed 
to  Jehovah,  who  after  having  futfered  the  honour  of 
his  name  to  have  been  long  obfcured,  jealous  for  his 
own  glory  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  goes  forth 
to  fubdue  every  adverfe  power. — He  Jhall  cry  ;  yea^ 
roar.  Thefe  words  intimate  that  the  Lord  God  was 
to  make  fome  terrible  noife,  fuch  as  is  formed  by  the 
found  of  trumpets  and  other  martial  inttruments, 
when  foldiers  engage  in  battle,  or  when  conquerors 
have  gained  the  viftory  over  their  enemies.  You 
will  find  this  matter  nobly  illuftrated  in  tlie  hiftory 
of  the  war  betwixt  Abijah  king  of  Judah,  and  Jero- 
boam at  the  head  of  the  Ifraelites,  recorded  2  Chron. 
xiii.  I  o.  etfeq.  The  expreflioas  here  ufed  may  inti- 
mate, that  the  Almighty,  in  diiplaying  his  glory  by 

Vol.  lU.  Tt  the 
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the  overthrow  of  the  empire  of  Satan,  and  the  de- 
finition of  idolatry,  was  to  employ  thofe  means  which 
were  to  aftonilh  and  confound  his  adverfaries  :  fuch 
were  the  difcourfes,  the  apologies,  and  confeffions  of 
his  faithful  fervants  and  martyrs.  They  may  farther 
denote,  that  the  eftablifhmejit  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mefliah  in  this  world,  was  to  be  attended  with  great 
and  awful  compiotions,  the  efFefts  of  divine  wrath 
and  vepgcance,  which  w^re  to  be  loudly  publifhed  o- 
ver  all  the  earth ;  the  fame  whereof  was  to  ftrike  ter- 
ror into  the  fupporters  of  fuperftition  and  idolatry. 
From  the  throne  of  God  were  to  proceed  thunder- 
ings,  and  lightenings ;  voices,  and  earthquakes,  and 
terrible  judgments ;  whereby  men  were  to  be  in- 
ftrucled,  that  the  Moft  High  will  dreadfully  avenge 
his  injured  honour  and  intcreft.-r-*  Be   wife  now, 

*  therefore,  O  ye  kings ;  be  inflxu6ted,  ye  judges  of 

*  the  earth :  ferve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice 

*  with  trembling  *.'  Let  this  counfel  be  acceptable 
to  you  aUb  of  low  degree. 

14  I  have  iong  time  holden  my  peace ;  } 
have  been  ftill,  and  refrained  myfelf:  now  wilj 
I  cry  like  a  travailing  woman ;  I  will  deflroy 
and  devour  at  once. 

God  declares  by  the  Prophet,  that  when  he  woul4 
caH  the  Gentiles  to  participate  in  the  privileges  of 
his  kingdom,  a  remarkable  change  was  to  take  plac^ 
in  the  world  :  the  oeconomy  of  the  church  was  to 
aflTume  a  new  form ;  and  a  different  order  of  things 
was  to  be  eflablifhed.  For  a  long  period  he  had 
held  his  peace,  whilft  the  whole  human  race  (the 
pcfterity  of  Abraham  excepted)  difperled  over  the 
face  of  the  earth,  had  corrupted  his  worlhip,  and 
difhonoured  his  divine  majefty.  He  had  fufFered  all 
nations  to  walk  in  their  own  ways  of  ignorance,  fu- 
perftiticn,  and  idolatry,  which  they  had  deyifed,  an4 
vvjierein  they  delighted.   1  he  time  of  this  ignorance 

Cocf 
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God  winked  at;  not  that  he  approved  or  encouraged  ' 
their  fin  and  folly,  but  highly  difpleafed  at  their  ab- 
furd  condud,  he  took  no  notice  of  them  :  he  left 
them  to  follow  the  imaginations  of  their  own  hearts; 
he  gave  them  no  dired  revelation  from  heaven,  nor 
fent  his  fervants  to  Ihew  them  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  to  reclaim  them  from  error  and  wickednefs.  In 
this  manner  God  refrained  himfelf,  and  exercifed 
much  long-fufFering  toward  thofe  who  knew  him  not, 
— Now  will  I  cry, ^c.  To  ftop  the  torrent  of  cor- 
ruption and  mifery,  which  had  fpread  among  all  peo- 
ple, Jehovah  was  to  break  filence,  and  to  burft  afun- 
der  the  reftraint  he  had  obferved  in  times  pall :  as,^ 
a  travailing  woman  whofe  hour  is  come  can  no 
longer  refrain  from  crying  aloud,  fo  he  was  to  lift  up 
his  voice  in  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  and  by  the 
exertions  of  his  mighty  power  and  grace,  multitudes 
were  to  be  regenerated  and  brought  into  the  fpiritual 
world.  The  empire  of  Satan,  wherein  fin  had  reign- 
ed unto  death,  was  to  be  deftroyed ;  and  the  king- 
dom of  grace,  in  which  righteoufnefs  was  to  reign  by 
Jefus  Chrift  unto  eternal  life,  was  to  be  eftablilhed.— 
J  will  defiroy(fdkhGod)  and  devour  at  once.  I  will  effec- 
tually vanquilh  all  oppofition  that  comes  in  the  way,  to 
obftruift  the  execution  of  this  purpofe,  and  conl'ume 
fuddenly  thofe  who  endeavour  to  coimterad  the  de- 
figns  of  my  providence  and  grace,  A  fire  fhall  de- 
vour before  me,  and  it  fhall  be  very  tcmpeftuaus 
round  about.  ^ 

15  I  will  make  wade  mountains  and  hills, 
and  dry  up  all  their  herbs;  and  I  will  make 
the  rivers  iflands,  and  I  will  dry,  up  the 
pools. 

Thofe  who  refer  this  predi£Uon  to  Cyrus,  that 
mighty  man  of  war,  who  with  his  vidorious  army 
conquered  the  great  city  Babylon,  confider  the  words 
in  their  obvious  literal  fenfe.  To  this  application  of 
the  prophecy  I  camiot  accede  ;  becaufe  the  events 
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here  foretold  are  reprefented  as  fources  of  joy  to  all 
the  Gentile  nations,  even  the  moft  remote.  Now 
what  ground  of  exultation  and  praife,  to  the  mhabi* 
tants  of  foinc  great  nations,  was  the  deliverance  of 
the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  and  their  return 
to  the  land  of  Canaan  ?  Nor  do  I  fee  how  this  expo- 
fition  confifts  with  what  immediately  precedes  and 
follows,  or  harmonizes  with  the  general  drain  <^  this 
part  of  our  Prophet's  difcourfe.  I  therefore  proceed 
to  explain  the  words  in  the  figurative  fenfe. 
.  They  defcribe  fome  great  and  wonderful  wprk 
which  God  was  about  to  execute  by  his  power  and 
vengeance,  in  reference  to  the  Gentiles,  who  are  e- 
fpecially  intended  in  the  preceding  verfes.  In  the 
prophetic  ftyle,  mountains  and  hills  denote  empires 
and  kingdoms,  with  their  capital  cities  *.  This  ex- 
preflion,  then,  may  imjwrt,  that  God  would  lay  de- 
folate  thofe  great  and  powerful  nations,  that  obftruct 
the  interefts  of  the  gofpelof  Chrift,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom  and  glory. — By  the  like  analo- 
gy, the  herbs  produced  by  thefe  mountains  may  fig- 
nify,  whatever  by  their  means  was  made  to  grow  and 
flourifh;  fuch  as  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  with  the 
temples  and  groves  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  idols. 
Thefe  were  to  be  dried  up,  and  in  great  me^fure  con- 
fumed,  by  thofe  calamities  that  proceeded  from  in- 
flamed divine  vengeance. — Rivers  may  denote  eitlier 
the  means  employed  for  conveying  information  re- 
fpefting  idolatrous  rites  and  ceremonies,  or  the  diffi- 
culties and  obftacles  that  lay  in  the  way  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  divine  purpofe.  Thefe  were  to  be  converted 
into  iflands,  their  channels  were  to  be  dried  up  and 
quite  altered,  and  every  hinderance  effeduafly  re- 
moved.— The  pools  may  reprefent  the  collc£livc  bo- 
dies of  men,  which  were  intended  to  teach  the  peo- 
ple fuperftitlous  rites  and  idolatrous  pradices,  where- 
by they  were  preferved  from  abandoning  tlieir  old 
cuftoms.  Thefe  were  to  be  entu'ely  deprived  of 
their  former  power  and  influencs^.     The  predictions. 


Sec  Jer.  li.  25 


conlidered 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


Ver.  1 6.      PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  333 

Kuxifidered  in  their  figurative  fenfe,  plainly  intimate^ 
that  whatfoever  was  connefted  with  Pagan  inftitu- 
tions  and  r:tes,  (hall  be  altogether  abolilhed  by  the 
fpecial  interpofition  of  Providence,  in  many  of  thofe 
dates  that  weie  moft  adverfe  to  the  kingdom  of  God» 
No  oppofition,  however  fonnidable,  no  coral)ination, 
however  ftrong»  no  obflacles,  t;bough  apparently  un* 
furmountable,  can  ever  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
counfels  of  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent,  who  declarer 
in  the  next  verfe, 

16  And  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way 
/i^  they  knew  not;  I  will  lead  them  m  paths 
/i^ they  have  not  known;  I  will  make  dark- 
nefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
ftraight.  Thefe  things  will  I  do  unto  them, 
and  nor  forfake  them. 

In  confiftency  with  the  expofiticn  given  of  the  pre- 
ceding verfes,  I  confider  thefe  promifes  chiefly  ia 
reference  to  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God,  faved 
from  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  who  are  journeying 
toward  a  city  of  habitation. — The  perfcns  to  whom 
thefe  gracious  affurances  arc  given  are  blind.  This 
defignation  may  with  propriety  be  apphed  to  them, 
inafmuch  as  they  were  once  deftitute  of  fpiritual  dif- 
cernment,  until  reflored  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  in- 
eftimable  bleffing  by  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  The  man  who  v/as  cured  of  his  natu- 
ral blindnefs  by  JefusChrift  was  called  the  blind  man  ^ 
even  after  his  eyes  were  opened  *.  In  like  manner, 
thofe  who  have  had  the  eyes  of  their  miderftandings 
enlightened  may  ftill  retain  the  name  of  blind,  which 
is  defcriptive  of  their  former  condition. — Or  the  peo- 
ple -ipoken  of  may  be  denominated  blind,  becaufe 
their  fpiritual  fight  is  weak;  they  fee  but  in  part  and 
through  a  glais  darkly;  they  fee  not  afar  off';  and 
have  juil  caufe  to  lament  their  remaining  ignorance 
of  divine  objects.     They  do  not  cleraly  perceive  the 

deiii^ns 
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deligns  of  divine  providence  in  his  various  difpenfe- 
tions  toward  the  world  and  the  church.  They  are 
aftonilhed  at  the  means  which  God  hath  employed, 
toaccomplifh  the  ends  that  his  infinite  wifdom  hath 
purpofed  to  execute.  They  do  not  fee  as  they  ought 
the  exceeding  finfulnefs  of  fin,  the  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature,  its  oppofition  to  the  law  and  gofpel  of 
God  ;  nor  do  they  difcem  as  they  wifli,  the  import 
and  excellence  of  divine  truths,  fo  as  to  have  a  tranf- 
forming  view  of  their  beauty  and  utility. — ^To  per- 
fons  of  this  charadler  God  faith, 

/  will  bring  them  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not,  &c. 
Thefe  expremons  feem  to  be  of  fimilar  import,  the 
latter  ferving  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  the  former. 
The  way  that  they  knew  not  may  comprehend  all 
the  various  means  whereby  the  Mofl:  High  conduds 
his  people  through  this  world,  and  preferves  them  to 
his  eternal  kingdom.  They  are  mch  as  could  not 
have  been  devifed  by  mortals,  and  very  diflferent  in- 
deed from  thofe  pointed  out  by  carnal  wifdom.  By 
this  way,  he  brings  them  from  a  ftate  of  fpiritual 
bondage  and  captivity  into  glorious  liberty,  and  car^ 
lies  them  progreflively  forward  to  the  pofleflion  of 
•  the  heavenly  inheritance,  the  better  country,  the  reft 
that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.  In  the  exer- 
cife  of  genuine  repentance,  of  faith  in  his  word  and 
providence,  of  felf-denial,  mortification  of  fin,  of  true 
devotion,  unreferved  obedience  and  fubmiflion,  he 
leads  them  on  through  fnares,  difficulties,  and  trials, 
to  the  land  of  everlafting  uprightnefs.  To  this  way 
they  were  entire  ftrangers,  until  God  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  bring  them  into  it,  and  make  them  go  in 
the  way  of  his  precepts.  Like  Ifi  ael  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  they  wandered  in  a  folitary  way,  inattentive  to 
the  bleflings  they  received  from  God,  and  their  infi- 
nite obligations  to  him;  they  quellioned  his  power, 
veracity,  and  loving  kindnefs ;  they  tranfgre^  his 
commandments,  and  murmured  at  his  difpenfations. 
From  this  dangerous  ftate,  the  Lord  God,  merciful 
and  gracious,  leads  them  in  paths  they  have  not 
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known,  wherewith  in  times  paft  they  were  totally 
unacquainted.  And  even  after  he  hath  brought  thenj 
into  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  for  his  name's  fake, 
were  they  deltitute  of  a  guide,  their  condition  would 
be  truly  deplorable,and  their  ruin  unavoidable:  unlefc 
he  lead  them  in  his  truth,  and  preferve  them  amid 
the  unforfeen  difficulties  and  oppolitions  thro*  which* 
they  have  to  paft,  they  mufl  fell  a  prey  to  their  ene* 
mies. 

/  will  make  darknefs  lights  &c.    What  a  delightful 
change  is  here  foretold  I  The  ignorance,  unbeliei',  and  , 
error;  the afflidions  and  forrows  whereby  the  pep- 
pie  of  God  were  diftrefled  and  annoyed,  and  which 
hindered  thepi  from  contemplating  divme  objefts  in 
their  native  beauty,  Ihall  be  difpelled,  according  to 
this  predidion.     Thofe  things  >X'hich  feemed  myfte- 
riousand  obfcure  ihaU  be  rendered  clear  and  penpi- 
cuous  ;  thofe  which  appeared  perplexing  and  dubi- 
ous (hall  become  plain ^  and  evident ;    thofe  events 
which  were  calamitous  and  painful  lliall  be  exchan- 
ged for  them  that  are  profperous  and  fuccefsful; 
and  thofe  which  excited  fear  and  difmay  fhall  afl'ume 
a  pleafant  and  joyful  afpecl.     God  will  mercifully 
remove  every  thjxig  comprifed  under  the  name  of 
darknefs,  in  which  they  had  been  involved;  and  caufc 
the  light  of  divine  knowledge,  holinefs,  and  comfort 
to  fpring  up,  fo  that  they  Ihall  be  advanced  to  pro- 
fperity,  happinefs,  and  joy.     Their  gifts  and  graces 
fliall  gradually  increale ;   their  holinels  and  good 
works  (hall  (hine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeft 
day. — And  crooked  things  Jiraight.     Thofe  vicious 
pradices  which  were  mull  uiconliltent  with  the  rule 
of  God's  word,  fhall  be  redlilied  or  laid  afide  ;  and 
thofe  things  that  were  moft  adverfe  to  the  happinefs 
and  the  intereft  of  the  objeds  of  his  love  and  ca;e, 
fliall  receive  a  new  direftion.     E.\tvy  impediment 
that  hindered  their  progrefs  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  taken  away  in  due  time: 
even  thofe  violent  perfecutions  which  .threatened  the 
BUn  of  the  church,  Ihall  conduce  to  their  benefit,  by 
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purifying  them  from  corruption,  and  dilfinguifhing 
them  from  hypocritical  profeflbrs;  whilft  the  con- 
ilancy  and  zeal  of  confeflbrs  of  the  truth,  Ihall  prove 
the  means  of  propagating  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. — Tbefe 
things  will  I  do  unto  them,  &.c.  The  Lord  God  who 
is  faithful  and  true,  pledges  his  veracity  for  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  the  precious  promifes  we  have  been 
Goniidering,  and  aifures  his  fervants,  tjiat  they  Ihall 
be  fulfilled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  demondrate  his 
power  and  prefence.  Though  the  benefits  he  hath 
promifed  to  confer  are  ineftimable,  and  thofe  on  whom 
they  are  to  be  bellowed  are  altogether  unworthy  of 
them  ;  yet  they  may  firmly  rely  on  the  faithfulnefs 
of  Jehovah,  that  they  Ihall  be  enjoyed  in  due  feafon; 
for,  faith  God — /  will  not  forfake  them.  This  com- 
fortable aflurance,  which  is  often  repeated,  is  plain 
and  explicit,  and  ought  never  to  be  called  in  quef- 
tion.  His  loving  kindnefs  he  will  not  utterly  take 
from  them,  nor  leave  them  in  any  cafe  ;  and  there- 
fore they  may  depend  on  his  omnipotence  and  grace 
being  at  all  times  exerted  in  their  behalf — Such  arc 
the  important  bleffings  wherewith  God  hath  declared 
he  will  enrich  his  church  :  in  them  we  ought  to  be 
iplicitous  to  ihare.  Be  ftrong  then  in  faith,  giving 
glory  to  God ;  fully  perfuaded,  that  what  he  hath 
promifed  he  will  perform. 

17  They  fliall  be  turned  back,  they  (ball 
be  greatly  aftiamed,  that  truft  in  graven  ima- 
ges, that  fay  to  tlje  molten  images,  Ye  ^r^our 
gods. 

Difgrace  and  confufion  fiiall  be  the  certain  por- 
tion of  idolaters.  People  of  this  dcfcription  percei- 
ving the  wonderful  progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the 
awful  judgments  intlided  upon  the  enemies  of  the 
fervants  of  God,all:amed  and  confounded  at  their  ov/n 
foliy,  were  to  defift  from  their  abfurd  pra^ices.  Si- 
milar expreffions  with  thofe  now  before  us,  frequently 
occur  in  the  Pfalms  of  David.     *  All  they  iliall  be 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  1 8.      PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.  337 

•  confounded  (faith  the  royal  poet),  that  ferve  graven 

•  images,  that  boaft  themfelves  of  idols  *.'  The  words 
of  our  Prophet  plainly  intimate,  that  thofe  who  had 
been  addided  to  idolatry,  confcious  of  their  vain  and 
criminal  pradices,  were  to  renounce,  with  fhame  arid 
regret,  the  fervice  of  thofe  images  which  they  had 
acknowledged  as  their  gods,  Senfible  that  they 
could  not  hear  their  requefts,  that  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  working  any  deUverance,  or  of  conferring  any 
benefit,  they  were  no  longer  to  do  them  homage.  They 
were  no  more  to  fay  to  the  work  of  their  t^nds,  ye 
are  our  gods;  but  with  juft  difdain,  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  EphrMii,  *  What  have  I  to  do  any  more 

•  with  idols  f  / — ^This  predidtion  hath  been  verified 
in  many  l-emarkable  inftances.  God  grant  it  may 
alfo  be  ftilfilled  in  you,  who  have  loved  and  ferved  the 
creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blefled  for 
ever — That,  aftiamed  of  your  vain  confidence,  you 
may  turn  from  dead  idols  to  ferve  the  living  God. 

1 8  Hear,  ye  deaf;-  and  look,  ye  blind,  that 
ye  may  fee. 

In  thefe  words,  our  Prophet  addrefles  the  Jewifli 
people,  who  are  reprefented  as  in  a  very  miferable 
ftate,  demanding  from  them  diligent  attention  to 
what  he  was  about  to  deliver.  Having  foretold  the 
future  illumination  and  converfion  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  deftrudion  of  idolatry;  he  takes  occafion  to 
ihew  his  countr3rmen  their  obdurate  infenfibility, 
with  refped  to  religious  matters,  and  their  criminal 
propenfity  to  the  fervice  of  idols,  notwithftanding 
the  many  warnings  they  had  received,  and  the  pe- 
culiar advantages  they  enjoyed.  To  this  very  im- 
portant interefting  fubjed,  he  calls  them  to  apply 
their  minds.  Ye  who  have  hitherto  lent  d  deaf  ear 
to  the  admonitions,  reproofs,  and  counfels  given  you 
by  the  fervants  of  Jehovah,  and  who  by  unpfbvoked 
rebellion  againft  his  authority,  have  expofed  your- 
felves  to  the  terrible  judgments  of  Heaven.     Hear, 

Vol.  in.  .  Uu  O 
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O  my  people,  and  I  will  teftify  unto  you ;  incline 
your  ear  to  the  words  of  my  mouth.  Hearken  dili- 
gently to  what  I  have  in  command  from  God  to  tell 
you,  and  to  foretel,  fhall  certainly  come  to  pafs. 
Take  heed  what  you  hear,  and  how  you  hear ;  a- 
ware  that  there  is  as  much  danger  in  hearing  in  an 
improper  manner,  as  there  is  benefit  and  comfort  in 
hearing  aright :  Ye  who  have  been  bUnd  to  your 
beft  interefts,  and  who  have  never  feen  the  excellence 
and  utility  of  the  in(lru6tions,  you  have  received  from 
the  prophets  of  tlie  Lord :  Ye  who  have  been  deaf, 
neither  perceiving,  pondering,  nor  obeying  the  di- 
redtions  and  warnings  that  have  been  given  you — 
Open  your  ears  to  hear,  and  your  eyes  to  contem- 
plate the  momentous  information  I  am  about  to  com- 
municate for  your  confideration.  Plead  not  your 
inability  to  comply  with  this  requifition,  and  thus 
endeavour  to  excufe  your  difobedience.  Be  aifured 
that  this  is  your  prefent  indifpenfible  duty,  and  if 
attentively  performed,  may  prove  the  means,  through 
the  divine  bleffing,  of  bringing  you  both  to  hear 
and  fee  as  you  ought. — The  fame  demand  is  made 
upon  you,  brethren,  to  which  you  ought  to  yield 
prompt  obedience.  Hear  then,  the  voice  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  you  fliall  Uve ;  behold  his  glory,  and 
you  fliall  be  faved. 

1 9  Who  is  blind,  but  ray  fervant  ?  or  deaf, 
as  ray  meflenger  that  I  fent  ?  who  is  blind  as 
6e  that  is  perfedt,  and  blind  as  the  LORD'S 
fervant  ? 

The  defcription  given  of  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the 
Jewifli  nation,  is  amplified  and  confiiined ;  thofe  of 
them  excepted,  who  were  illuminated  and  taught  of 
God.  As  doubts  might  have  arifen  refpeding  ttie  per- 
fons  who  are  called  deaf  and  blind,  Ifaiah  fliews  more 
particularly  who  are  intended.  The  pofterity  of  If- 
lael  were  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  God's  fer- 
vant.    They  were  inftruded  by  Jehovah,  in  matters 
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relative  to  his  fervice  ;  his  work  was  their  chief  em- 
ployment; their  whole  bufinefs  confided  in  executing 
his  commands,  and  to  him  they  were  diredled  to  look 
for  fafety  and  recompenfe.  They  were  alfo  his  fer- 
vants  or  minifters,  whde  office  confifted  in  executing 
his  pleafure,  and  in  acquainting  the  nations  with  the 
will  and  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  that  they  might 
call  them  off  from  their  vain  fuperflitions  and  idola- 
trous pradlices;  to  ferve  the  living  God,  and  to  wait 
for  his  Son  from  heaven,  even  Jef^s  who  delivers 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  Hence  they  are  thus  ad- 
drefled,  chap.  Ixi.  6.  Ye  fliall  be  named  the  priefts 
of  the  Lord ;  men  fhall  call  you  the  minifters  of  our 
God. — ^The  blindnefs  and  deafnefs  with  .which  they 
are  charged,  does  not  relate  to  their  external  fen- 
fes,  but  to  the  internal  operations  of  their  minds ; 
wherein  they  were  fo  deficient,  that  they  had  become 
incapable  of  perceiving  and  underllanding  fpiritual 
obje&s.  How  fevere  the  reproof  here  adminiftered  ! 
The  fervant,  the  meflenger  of  the  Lord  (f(  hofts,  who 
would  rightly  perform  his  duty,  ought  to  be  fliarp 
fighted,  and  polTefled  of  a  cl^r  underftanding ;  that 
he  may  properly  difcriminate  the  things  that  are  ex- 
cellent, and  form  ajufl  eflimate  of  their  j\orth. 
Such,  however,  was  the  then  prefent  ftate  of  the 
men  of  Judah ;  and  fuch  was  to  be  their  futuie  con- 
dition, that  abforbed  in  grofs  ignorance  and  errors, 
and  blinded  by  prejudices  and  carnal  affedions ;  they 
would  not  attend  to  their  duty,  their  intereft,  and 
danger;  nor  hearken  to  the  falutary  inflruAions  that 
were  given  them  by  providential  difpenfations,  and 
the  prophets  of  the  Mofl  High.  Such  was  their  in- 
creduhty  and  infenfibility,  their  profanity  and  con- 
tempt of  the  word  of  God,  that  they  would  hot  un- 
derftand,  beheve,  and  obey  divine  truths.  In  con- 
fequenc;e  whereof,  they  formed  miftaken,  perverfe 
apprehenfions  refpefting  their  fpiritual  It  ate,  the 
righteouliiels,  and  the  kingdom  of  Melfiah. 

Who  is  blind  as  he  that  ir  fer/ed,  &c.     The  pof- 
Verity  of  Ifirael  might  be  called  perfeft,  in  reference 
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to  their  original  facrcd  and  civil  conijlitution,  which 
was  eftabliftied  by  Jehovah  himfelf,  maintained  by 
the  moft  excelknt  laws,  and  protefted  by  the  pecu- 
liar care  of  God's  providence.  The  beauty,  the  glory, 
and  perfciSHon  of  the  Jewifh  church  and  ftate  were 
truly  admirable.  The  I/)rd  their  God  was  pleafed 
to  cover  their  natural  deformity,  to  wafh  then>  from 
pollution,  to  anoint  them  with  oil,  to  clothe  themwith 
broidered  work,  to  gird  them  with  fine  linen,  to 
cover  them  with  filk,  and  to  deck  them  with  orna- 
ments. He  endowed  them  with  external,  and  fome 
of  them  aUb  with  internal  comelinefs.  He  gave  them 
,  his  ilatutes",  his  ordinances,  his  judgments,  and  his 
good  Spirit :  He  ereded  his  temple  and  worlhip  a- 
mong  them,  lb  that  their  beauty  was  perfed  of  its 
kind,  as  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  phap.  xvu 
8 — 14.  Notwithftanding  thefe-diflinguifhing  advan- 
tages, they  are  repeatedly  charged  with  extreme 
fpudtual  bUndneis.  This  character  was  remarkably 
applicable  to  them  at  the  period  preceding  the  Ba- 
by lonifh  captivity;  abwit.thc,  time  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  and  th^  appearance  of  the  Sod  of  Go^ 
in  this  world.  /    *    - 

•20  Seeing  many  things,  but  thou  obferveft 
not;  opening  the  ears,  but  he  hearetH  not. 

Thefe  words  explain  the  nature  of  that  blindnefs 
and  deafnefs  whereby  the  Jewifh  people  are  cbarac- 
terifed.  Though  endowed  with  the  faculties  of  rea* 
Jon  and  underftanding,  they  did  not  trace  the  effeds 
which  they  faw,  to  the  caufes  whereby  they  were 
produced ;  nor  did  they  deduce  proper  confequencel 
from  thofe  things  which  came  under  their  view. 
They  heard  the  word  of  God,  and  the  meflages  fent 
to  them  by  his  fervants,  and  though,  they  pc^efled 
the  powers  of  perception  and  intelligence,  yet  their 
fericus  attention  was  not  engaged;  they  did  not  con- 
fider  the  defign  of  w  hat  they  law  and  heard,  nor  were 
they  thereby  difpofed  to  the  exercifes  of  f aith,obedience, 
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gnd  gratitude.  They  did'  not  improve  their  natmal 
feculties  for  the  beft  purpofes  ;  they  did  not  fet  a  juft 
value  on  the  miracles  that  ^yere  wrought  for  them^ 
nor  on  the  means  of  falvation  wherewith  they  were 
favoured  ;  they  did  not  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and 
doings,  but  went  on  frowardly  in  their  trefpafles. 
They  did  not  advert  to  the  defigns  which  the  cala^ 
mities  and  deliverances  they  experienced  were  in* 
tended  to  accompUlh,  nor  did  they  obferve  the  dif- 
plays  of  the  righteoufnefe,  pow^,  and  grace  of  God, 
in  the  difpenfations  of  providence  wherewith  they 
were  vifited.  On  thele  and  other  accounts,  they 
juftly  merited  the  charader  before  us,  which  was  firft 
given  them  by  Mofes*,  and  afterward  by  Ifaiab  and 
the  other  prophetsf.-— Their  conduct  is  thus  farther 
delineated— 6/>f«/;z^  the  ears^  butheh^arethnot.  They 
heard  the  found  of  the  words  fpoken  to  them  by  thq 
fcrvants  of  God,  but  they  did  not  underftand  their 
import ;  they  did  not  confider  and  lay  them  to  heart* 
Havihg  eyes,  they  faw  not ;  and  ears,  they  heard 
not,  fo  as  to  believe  and  be  fared.  In  thefe,  and  othejf 
refpedis,  did  the  Tewifh  people  aftbrd  a  ilriking  re- 
prefentation  of  the  church  imder  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  efpecially  in  thofe  times  whereui  the  rainiftry 
of  the  word  is  not  accompanied  with  the  enlightening, 
pmifying  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. — ^In  them, 
brethren,  we  behold  a  living  image  of  ourfelves. 
How  many  remarkable  interpofitions  of  providence 
have  we  witnefled  i  how  many  admonitions  and  di- 
redions  have  we  received  ?  yet,  alas,  the  defcription 
here  given  of  the  Jews,  may  juftly  be  applied  to  us. 
How  awful  the  threatening  denounced  Ji^ainll  thofe 
who  regard  riot  the  works  of  the  Ljid,  and  the  ope- 
ration of  his  hands;  *  the  Lord  fl*all  deftroy  them,  and 
*  not  build  them  up^.'  Let  us  then  attentively  hear- 
ken to  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  to  Jefus  Chrill  and  his 
apoftles,  who  fpeak  to  us  i.he  word  of  God,  to  which 
we  ought  to  yield  reverence,  f^lili,  and  obedience. 

21  The 

•  Dcut.  xxix.  2.  et  feq.  f  Jen  v.  2i.  Ezck.  xxi.  2» 

^  Pfid.  x^i.  5. 
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2 1  The  LORD  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righte- 
oufnefs'  fake ;  he  will  magnify  the  law,  and 
make  it  honourable. 

Notwithftanding  the  degenerate  pofterity  of  Ifrael 
contemned  the  word  of  God,  and  turned  away  their 
ears  from  hearing  the  law,  Jehovah  manifefted  his 
high  complacency  in  it,  and  by  peculiar  marks  of 
refpcd,  ha^th  magnified  his  word  above  all  his  name. 
-—The  Lord  is  well  pleafed,  he  gracioufly  regards, 
he  mercifully  accepts,   and  uniformly  teftifies  his 
good  will  toward  his  people,  whom  he  foreknew, 
and  will  not  caft  off.     He  not  only  gives  ftriking 
proofe  of  his  dread  difpleafure  at  the  wicked,  by  the 
terrible  judgments  which  he  executes;  but  he  exhi- 
bits the  moft  grateful  evidences  of  his  clemency 
and  benevolence.     God  takes  no  pleafure  in  the 
death  and  defcruftion  of  thofe,  who  refufe  to  attend 
to  the  difcoveries  he  hath  given  of  his  will,  who  pour 
contempt  on  the  means  of  falvation  he  hath  appoint- 
ed, and  who,  regardlefs  of  the  honour  of  his  govern- 
ment and  grace,  perfift  in  their  tranfgreffions.     On 
the  contrary,  he  is  pleafed  with  their  penitent  return 
to  him,  with  their  thankful  acceptance  of  his  mercy, 
^nd  their  dutifid  fubjedion  to  his  authority.   In  tffis 
manner,  the  Lord  is  well  pleafed,  Jor  his  righieouf- 
nefs*  fake^  on  account  of  his  tender  mercy,  his  ever- 
lafting  faithfulnefs,  and  confummate  equity  ;  which 
ought  to  be  highly  admired,  and  celebrated  as  the 
fource  of  all  his  goodnefs  to  the  fons  of  men.    In 
this  fen/e  of  the  word,  the  expreffioq  imports,  that 
God,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  to 
the  praife  of  his  grac^,  embraced  in  his  favour  and 
love,  the  Jewilh  people,  and  compaffionately  regard- 
ed them,  not  on  account  of  their  own  merits  and 
worthinefs ;  but  for  thp  honour'  of  his  own  veracity 
and  equity,  difplayed  in  tlie  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
mifes  made  unto  the  fathers,  for  whom  God  demon^ 
ilrated  tUe  moll  tender  afFeftion.     Or  the  righteouf- 
•  jiels  her^  meant,  may  be  the  rijghteoulhefs  brought 

i4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver-  21.      PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  343 

in  by  the  Son  of  God,  manifefted  in  the  fldh,  ac- 
cording to  divine  appointment,  which  is  fometime^ 
called  in  fcripture,  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  Thus 
we  read,  Rom.  x.  3.  *  That  Ifrael  being  ignorant  of 

*  God's  righteoufnefs,   and  going  about  to  eftabUfh 

*  their  own  righteoufiiefs,  have  not  fubmitted  them- 

*  fclves  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God/  For  the  fake 
of  this  righteoufnefs  God  is  well  pleafed,  and  fhews 
the  mod  benevolent  affedlion  toward  his  people,  in 
whom  he  fulfils  all  the  good  pleafure  ofiiis  goodnels, 
and  a  work  of  feith  with  power. 

He  will  magnify  the  law^  Stc.  The  Lord  God  mag- 
nified the  law  he  delivered  to  his  church;  by  the 
grandeur  and  magnificence  difplayed  at  its  promul- 
gation from  Mount  Sinai,  where  he  exhibited  his  ma- 
jefty  and  glory  in  fuch  an  awful  manner,  as  tended 
to'  concihate  reverence  and  honour  for  his  fupreme 
authority.  Such  was  the  fplendor  and  folemnity 
with  which  the  delivery  of  it  was  accompanied,  that 
the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  fays,  *  The  miniftratioa 

*  thereof  was  jglorious*.' — ^Befides  the  Son  of  God,  in 
human  nature,  magnified  and  made  it  honourable,  by 
his  perfeft  obedience,v  even  unto  death.  Bemg  a 
member  of  the  Jewifh  church,  he  put  high  refped 
upon  the  ceremonial  law  then  in  force^  by  fubmit- 
ting  to  its  rites  and  ordinances ;  and  upon  the  judi- 
cial law,  by  obeying  its  political  injundions.  The 
'moral  law  he  magnified,  by  removing  the  falfe 
glofles  affixed  to  its  feveral  parts,  by  giving  its  true 
interpretation,  and  by  yielding  complete  obedience 
to  all  its  precepts.  It  is  the  honour  of  fubjeds  to 
fubmit  to  the  good  laws  framed  for  their  benefit ;  but 
the  law  of  God  was  honoured  by  the  great  Lord  of 
all,  who  fulfilled  its  extenfive  demands  in  the  moft 
trying  circumftances. — He  alfo  made  it  honourable 
by  fuftaining  the  awful  penalty  denounced  againft 
tranfgreffion.  Though  he  never  at  any  time  violated 
one  of  its  commands,  he  endured  the  curfe  threatened 
againft  difobedience;  though  the  moft  illuftrious  per- 

fon 

♦  2  Cor.  ill.  7. 
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fon  in  the  univerfe,  the  punifhinent  due  to  the  tranf- 
ffreffion  of  the  law,  which  men  had  incurred,  was  in- 
flifled  upon  him.  To  all  this  I  add,  that  the  law  of 
God  was  magnified  by  the  full  accompliihment  of  the 
proctiifes  made  to  obedience,  atid  the  glorious  rewards 
he  received  for  his  fubje<aion  to  its  demands.  Aiiong 
thefe  may  be  reckoned  his  refurre6tion  from  the  dead, 
bis  high  elevation  to  the  right  hand  of  God,  his  uni- 
▼erfal  dominion,  and  the  falvation  of  his  church. 
All  the  honours  conferred  upon  him,  redound  to  the 
honour  of  the  law  to  which  he  was  pleafed  to  fubr 
mit.  In  this  manner  we  explain  the  expreffibns  in 
this  verfe,  whereby  our  Prophet  aimed  to  coniince 
his  fellow  citizens  of  their  blindnefs,  and  the  excel- 
kncy  of  the  law  of  God. —Thefe  confideratioris  ought 
to  infpire  us  with  veneration  and  refped  for  its  fa- 
cred  authority ;  and  with  gratitude  to  him  for  his 
wonderful  condefcenfion  in  retrieving  the  honour  of 
the  divine  law,  which  we  had  prefumptuoufly  vio^ 
lated.  They  (hpuld  alfb  excite  us  to  place  enrire  de- 
pendence on  his  perfeft  obedience  unto  death,  by 
whom  the  law  is  thus  magnified,  and  to  be  folicitous 
that  having  it  written  on  our  hearts,  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  hving  God,we  may  endeavour,  through  the  whole 
of  life,  by  our  obedience,  to  teftify  the  high  refped 
we  entertain  ^or  its  divine  author.  Give  me  under- 
ftandlng,  O  Lord,  and  I  ihall  keep  thy  law,  yea,  I 
Ihall  obferve  it  with  my  whole  heart. 

22  But  this  is  a  people  robbed  and  fpoiled  j 
ibey  are  all  of  them  fnared  in  holes,  and  they 
are  hid  in  prifon  houfes :  they  are  for  a  prey, 
and  none  delivereth ;  for  a  fpoil,  and  none 
fluth,  Reftore. 

The  deplorable  (late  of  the  Jewi(h  nation  at  the 
time  wherein  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  and  in 
fucceeding  periods,  is  here  graphically  defcribed. 
Under  the  reign  of  Ahaz,  they  were  reduced  to  this 
miferable  condition  by  the  Syrians,  the  Ephraimites, 
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and  other  nations;  as  appears  from  the  hillory  re- 
COTdcd,  cj  Chron.  xxviii.  5.  etfeq.  Their  fituation  be- 
came flUl  more  calamitous  at  that  memorable  aera 
wherein  they  were  led  captive  to  Babylon,  when  the 
predidions  before  us  received  a  faither  agcomplifh- 
ment.  They  had  their  completion  at  the  dreadful 
period  in  which  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  ut- 
tennoft,  for  their  contempt  of  the  perfon  and  dodlrine 
of  the  Meffiah ;  then  their  city,  temple,  and  nation, 
were  deftroyed  by  the  Romans.  Ifaiah  faw  with  his 
eyes  the  former  of  thefe  afflidive  events  ;  to  the  two 
latter  he  looked  forward  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy.  In 
thcfe  feafons  of  diftrefs,  the  inhabitants  of  Judea  were 
robbed  and  deprived  of  their  hberties  and  poffeflioijs; 
they  were  fpoiled  and  Ijereaved  of  their  glory  and 
treafures.  The  awftil  divine  jucfgments,  the  inva- 
fions  of  their  country,* and  the  perfecutions  which 
they  fufFered,  obliged  them  to  hide  themfelves  from 
the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  to  feek  for  Ihelter  ia 
holes,  in  pits,  and  in  caves  of  the  earth.  Great  num« 
bers  of  them  alfo,  having  been  fcized  by  their  op- 
preflbrs,  were  clofely  confined  in  prifons.  Others 
were  plundered  of  tlieir  moft  valuable  effed:s,'and 
became  a  prey  to  their  relentlefs  foes ;  whilft  there 
were  none  who  had  fufficient  courage  and  abiUty,  to 
oblige  them  to  rellore  what  had  been  unjuftly  and 
yiolently  taken  away,— Be  thankful,  that  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  we  are  not  in  liinilarcircumftan- 
ces  with  thofe  here  defcribed  ;  and  that  we  enjoy  un- 
raolefted,  our  liberty,  property,  and  religious  privi- 
leges. Let  us  endeavour  faithfully  to  improve  thefe 
advantages  to  his  honour  who  conferred  them. 

23  Who  among  you  will  give  ear  to  this  ? 
who  will  hearken,  and  hear  for  the  time  to 
come? 

Having,  been  repeatedly  admonilhed  of  the  pro- 
curing caufe  of  the  evils  wherewith  you  are  now  op- 
prcfled,  which  threaten  your  future  deftru^lion  ; 
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who  among  you  will  be  fo  wife  as  liften  with  eager  at- 
tention, as  diligently  to  confider,  and  lay  to  heart  this 
inttrefting  fubjed.  Our  Prophet  did  not  now  ad- 
diels  the  upright  and  faithful  of  his  countrymen, 
who  doubtlefs  were  ever  ready  to  receive  inftruftion. 
He  direds  his  difcourfe  chiefly  to  the  hypocritical 
and  difobedient,  who  having  been  hardened  by  di- 
vire  judgments,  were  averfe  to  admit  conviftion  of 
their  -(in  and  danger. — They  neither  were  affeded  by 
the  c  alamities  which  they  felt,  nor  feared  thofe  which 
were  threatened.  Of  fuch  people  the  Jewifli  nation 
were  moftly  compofed»  at  the  time  wherein  this  dif- 
courfe was  delivered,  and  of  them  Ifaiah  enquired, 
Who  among  you  will  give  ear?  ^c. — Inattention  to 
the  judgments  of  .the  Almighty,  and  the  meflages 
delivered  by  his  fervants,  hath  not  been  confined  to 
the  period  wherein  he  exercjfed  his  miniilry ;  but 
hath  dilcovered  its  pernicious  influence  in  every  age 
of  the  church,  accompanied  with  many  evils  refulring 
from  this  criminal  temper.  Spiritual  blindnefs, 
infenlibility  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  have  generally 
been  fucceeded  by  fatal  indiflference  and  fecurity.— • 
Who  then  among  you,  brethren,  will  give  ear, 
hearken,  and  hear  for  the  time  to  come?  Jefus 
Chrift  reprefents,  in  the  parable  of  the  fower,  three 
of  the  four  clafles  of  hi^arers  of  the  word  of  God, 
as  unprofitable ;  and  therefore  every  one  ought  to 
take  heed  that  he  give  a  becoming  reception  to  far 
tred  truths.  Though  thofe  who  are  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  waters,  be  a  great  multitude,  like  the  treics 
of  an  immenfe  forefl:,  yet  good  fruitful  hearers,  I  am 
afraid,  are  fo  few,  that  a  child  may  write  thpm.  In- 
numerable obftacles  from  without,  and  frpm  within, 
combine  to  obfl:rudl  attention  to  the  operations  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  word  of  God.  Who  then  among 
you  are  determined,  through  divine  aflTiftance,  for 
the  future  to  furmount  every  difficulty,  that  you 
may  Men  with  careful  attention  to  the  voice  of  God, 
in  his  difpenfations,  and  in  his  gofpel  ?  To  you  that 
heai',  Ihall  more  be  givel),  more  knowledge,  moie 
.      '  grace, 
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grace,  holinefs,  and  comfort;  but  from  you  that 
hear  not,  Ihali  be  taken  away  the  inftrudions  you 
have  defpifed  :  your  light  Ihall  be  turned  into  ob- 
fcurity,  your  hope  into  defpair,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  and  Spirit  of  hfe,  you  Ihall  lie  down  in  forrow. 

24  Who  gave  Jacob  for  a  fpoil,  and  Ifrael 
to  the  robbers  ?  did  not  the  LORX),  he  againft 
whom  we  have  finned  ?  for  they  would  not 
walk  in  his  ways,  neither  were  they  obedient 
unto  his  law. 

Thefe  words  point  out  the  author,  and  the  pro- 
curing caufes  of  the  calamities  which  befel.the  men 
of  Judah  and  Ifrael.  Their  public  diftrefles  did  not 
proceed  from  fate  or  fortune,  but  from  the  fupreme 
Lord  of  the  univerfe,  who  as  the  juft  punifhment  of 
their  atrocious  wickednefs,  delivered  them  into  the 
hands  of  thofe,  who  fpoiled  and  deprived  them  of 
their  pofleffions.  Their  moft  powerful  adverfaries 
could  not  have  treated  them  in  this  cruel  manner, 
had  not  he  who  rules  in  the  kingdoms  of  men,  givca 
them  as  a  prey  to  the  oppreffive  power  of  their  ene- 
mies. Though  the  various  events,  profperous  and 
adverfe,  that  happen  to  the  people  of  God,  are 
brought  about  by  the  intervention  of  means  and  in- 
ftruments ;  yet  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  which 
ought  never  to  be  overlooked,  but  humbly  acknow- 
ledged, is  in  all  thefe  things.  Ifrael  no  doubt  might 
have  blamed  their  enemies  for  their  rapacity,  cruelty, 
and  injuilice ;  but  they  ought  to  have  confidered, 
that  the  Moft  High  over  all  the  earth,  permitted  and 
employed  them  to  take  away  their  glory,  that  he 
might  fevcrely  conredl  them  for  their  fins. — ^ToCk>d» 
the  Governor  among  the  nations,  the  all-wife  difpofec 
of  perfons  and  events,  whom  we  have  offended,  let 
us  look  up  and  acknowledge  as  the  author  of  every 
afiUdion.  He  doth  according  to  his  pleafure  in  the 
armies  of  )ieaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth ;  he  is  holy  in  ail  his  ways,  and  juft  in  all  his 

works. 
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works.  He  caft  down  the  throne  of  Babylon,  he 
took  away  the  crown  of  Perfia,  he  deprived  Greece 
of  Its  power,  andRpme  of  its  empire  :,he  gave  Jacob 
for  a  fpoil ;  and  if  we  hearken  not  to  tlie  voice  of  his 
word  and  providence,  we  may  juftly  dread,  that  fi* 
milar.fins  may  bring  on  fimilar  judgments. 
,  Did  not  the  Lord^  he  againji  wham  w0  have  firmed  ? 
Sin  againft  God,  the  tranfgreflion  of  his  laws,  is  the 
fource  of  all  the  direful  calamities  with  which  man-* 
kind  are  viiited.  This  afFeafng  truth,  which  is  ge- 
nerally known,  and  often  confefled,  does  not  here 
require  proofs  and  iUuftratimis.  The  pofterity  of 
Jacob,  who  were  peculiarly  indebted  to  God,  above 
all  the  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  proudly  re- 
fufed  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  holinefs  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  he  had  pointed  out  in  his  word,  and  by 
his  fervants.  They  would  not  obey  the  holy  pre* 
cepts  he  had  given  them,  to  guide  their  feet  in  the 
paths  of  peace,  but  became  perverfe  and  difobedient, 
and  fo  fell  under  the  weight  of  divine  judgments. 
As  they  would  not  be  reftrained  from  atrocious  fins, 
,by  the  authority  and  threatenings  of  Jehovah,  nor 
be  conftrained  to  yield  obedience  to  his  commands 
by  the  promifes  he  gave  them  j  they  were  made  to 
know,  and  fee,  that  it  is  an  evil  and  bitter  thing,  to 
forfake  the  Lord  their  God.  By  many  awful  judg- 
ments in  the  wildemefs,  and  afterward  in  the  land 
given  them  for  a  pofleffion,  they  were  often  bereaved 
of  their  moft  valuable  enjoyments.  Their  contempt 
of  the  word  of  God,  and  the  tranlgreffion  of  his  laws, 
brought  upon  them  the  moft  terrible  calamities,  as 
their  hiftory  abundantly  teftifies. 

25  Therefore  he  hath  poured  upon  him  the 
fury  of  his  anger,  and  the  ftrengt;h  of  battle ; 
and  it  hath  fet  him  on  fire  round  about,  yet 
he  knew  not ;  aiid  it  burned  him,  yet  he  laid 
it  not-  to  heart. 

On  account  of  the  obftinate  difobedience,  and  grofs 
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infenfibilityof  the  Jewifti  people,  the  Lord  God  threat- 
ens to  inflid  upon  them  the  moft  awful  judgments, 
which  are  fet  forth  under  the  well  known  emblems 
of  fire,  and  of  battle.  The  expreflions  before  us, 
which  I  flay  not  particularly  to  illuftrate,  are  ex- 
ceedingly forcible,  and  well  adapted  to  roufe  thofe 
to  whom  they  were  direded,  from  the  (late  of  le- 
thargic ftiq)idity  in  which  they  were  involved.  Of 
all  the  natural  caufes  which  ferve  to  awaken  mea 
from  unconcern  and  infenfibiUty,  there  are  none 
more  alarming,  than  being  incompafled  with  fire  arid 
flames  ;  none  more  dreadful  than  the  fury  of  God's  ' 
anger ;  none  more  terrible  than  cruel  llaughter,  de- 
vaftation,  and  ruin,  which  are  the  ftrength  of  battle. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  direful  calamities,  every  where 
invironed  the  infatuated  pofterity  of  Ifrael ;  though 
they  were  threatened  to  be  inflidled,  and  afterward 
executed  with  awful  feverity ;  they  did  not  confider 
the  caufes  from  which  they  proceeded,  they  did  not 
lay  to  heart  the  juft  difpleafure  of  Jehovah,  to  which 
their  fins  had  expofed  them.  They  ftubbomly  per- 
fifled  in  tranfgrellion  and  impenitence,  until  they 
perifhed  amidft  the  terrible  judgments  of  heaven. 
The  Ephraimites,  furrounded  with  the  flames  of 
war,  kindled  by  the  wrath  of  God,  were  confumed  ; 

•  becaufe  they  turned  not  to  him  that  fmote  them, 

•  neither  did  they  feek  the  Lord  of  hofts  *.'  In  the 
days  of  Ahaz  the  men  of  Judah  did  evil  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  and  turned  away  from  him.  Where- 
fore as  king  Hezekiah  acknowledged  *  the  wrath,of 

•  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  he  delivered  them  to 

•  trouble,  to  afl:oniflunent,  and  to  hilling.'  The  pre- 
diftion  we  have  been  confidering,  was  farther  verified 
in  the  time  of  TLedekiah,  when  God  fent  a  fire  into 
Judah,  and  confumed  the  palaces  of  Jerufalem ;  and 
received  its  completion  by  the  devallation  brought 
upon  that  people  by  the  Romans. — Let  us  reverence 
the  admonitions  that  are  given  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  fland  in  awe  of  the  judgments  inflided  by  the 

providence 
*  Chap.  ix.  IX,  Z2|  13.         f  2  Chron*  xxix.  8. 
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providence  of  God,  which  render  thofe  things  mat- 
ters of  fenfe,  that  in  the  threatenings  were  objects 
of  faith.  Whilft  we  obferve  in  them  the  difplays  of 
his  righteoufnefs,  let  us  apply  them  to  ourfelves,  and 
beware  of  uncharitably  cenfuring  other  people,  and 
of  endeavouring  to  juftify  or  extenuate  our  own  ini- 
quities. Let  us  take  heed  that  we  fin  not  after  the 
fimilitude  of  their  tranfgreflions,  who  have  become 
objefts  of  divine  vengeance ;  and  let  us  give  unto 
the  Lord  the  glory  due  to  his  name,  for  his  mercy 
and  patience  exercifed  toward  us.  *  Not  unto  us, 
•  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  we  give 
^  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth's  fake  *f' 


♦  Pdlxn  cxv.  I* 
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PRELIMINARY  OBSERVATIONS. 

THE  chapter  now  before  us  contains  another 
fedion  of  the  beautifully  variegated  difcourfe, 
the  former  part  of  which  is  recorded  in  the  preceding 
one.  Our  Prophet,  having  endeavoured  by  different 
means,  to  reach  conviction  of  fin  and  danger  to  the 
corrupt  part  of  the  Jewifh  nation,  and  having  placed 
fully  m  their  view,  their  criminal  contempt  of  the 
word  of  God,  their  honid  infenfibility,  and  the  dread'-^ 
ful  judgments,  which  thefe  and  their  other  iniquities 
would  certainly  bring  down  upon  their  guilty  head* 
—He  addreffes  the  upright,  the  better  fort  of  the 
people,  and  comforts  them  with  the  reviving  alTu- 
ranee  of  the  divine  prefence  and  fupport,  under  the 
prefTure  of  public  calamities,  whereby  the  nation 
was  to  be  overthrown;  and  under  the  trials  and  per- 
fecutions,  to  which  they  themfelves  might  be  expo- 
fed.  He  alfo  opens  to  them  the  pleafing  profpeft  of 
the  future  eftabliftiment  and  increafe  of  the  churchy 
to  arife  from  the  vaft  number  both  of  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles who,  by  etFedual  vocation,  were  to  be  brought 
into  their  communion,  ver.  i — 7. — He  then  proceeds 
to  confirm  the  eternal  Godhead  of  Jehovah,  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  by  arguments  fetched  from  two  illuf- 
trious  events,  clearly  predided  by  his  fervants  the 
prophets,  which  the  true  God,  and  he  only,  could 
accomphfh :  namely,  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews 
from  captivity  at  Babylon,  by  means  of  Cyrus  ;  and 
the  converfion  of  the  heathen  nations  to  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  Meifiah,  v.  8 — 2 1 . — Left  the  unpenitent 
and  perfidious  of  the  Jewilh  people,  might  be  elated 
with  fuch  promifes,  liaiah  adminifters  to  them  a  new 
reproof;  informing  them  that  thefe  important  bene- 
fits were  to  be  entiiely  alcribed  to  divine  mfercy  and 
grace,  and  not  to  the  merits  of  a  nation  who  were  ia 
general  profane  hardened  finners  ;  whuie  fpecious 
worlhip  and  fervices  were  far  from  being  acceptable 
to  God,  V.  23 — 28. 

*  CHAP, 
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CHAP.     XLHl. 

BUT  now,  thus  faith  the  LORD  that  crea- 
ted thee,  O  Jacob,  and  he  that  formed 
thee,  O  Ifrael,  Fear  not:  for  I  have  redeem- 
ed thee,  I  have  called  tbee  by  thy  name;  thou 
art  mine. 

A  general  propofition,  big  with  confolation  to  the 
church  of  God,  forms  a  beautiful  exordium  to  the 
portion  of  the  very  animating  difcourfe  to  which  it  is 
prefixed*  To  conciliate  the  greater  reverence  >nd 
attention  from  the  afflided  and  dejeded,  to  whom 
he  intended  to  adminifter  comfort ;  our  Prophet  in* 
troduces  Jehoyah,  in  whofe  name  he  fpake,  particu- 
larly addreffing  people  of  this  defcription.  He  be- 
gins by  reminding  them,  of  the  intimate  connedion 
that  fubfifted  betwixt  him  and  them;  a  circumftance 
which  ought  to  have  excited  the  higheft  veneration 
of  his  divine  excellencies,  and  to  have  claimed  unli- 
mited confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his 
difpenfations. — But  now^  thus  faith  the  Lord  that  cre- 
ated the$^  &c.  God  is  the  Creator  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  of  all  their  inhabitants ;  and  in 
this  fenfe  he  created  the  people  who  are  here  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  names  of  Jacob  and  Ifrael.  Having 
brought  them  forth  from  Egypt,  and  entered  into 
covenant  wth  them ;  he  formed  them  into  a  peopki 
and  fo  adjufted  their  external  oeconomy,  that  every 
part  of  it  exhibited  a  type  pr  ihadow  of  good  things 
which  wei:e  then  to  come.  This  formation  was  com- 
mon to  the  whole  body  of  the  Ifraelites,  which  in- 
cluded both  the  literal  and  fpiritual  pofterity  of  Jacob. 
The  chofen,  called,  and  fai±ful  among  them  were 
his  workmanlhip,  created  again  in  Chrift  Jefus 
unto  good  works.  This  new  creation  is  conltitu- 
ted  of  them  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  in  whom 
there  is  no  guile ;  who  are  Ifraelites  inwardly,  whofe 
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circumcifion  is  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit  and  not  in 
the  letter,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men  but  of  God, 
They  were  not  all  Ifrael  who  were  of  Ifrael.  The  h- 
teral  Ifirael  com))rehended  among  them  the  myftical 
Ifrael,  who  were  after  the  fpirit,  to  whom  the  pro- 
mifes  of  grace  peculiarly  belong.  In  this  fenfe,  aa 
well  as  the  others,  the  words  under  confideration 
may  be  undcrftood ;  and  from  the  frequent  ufe  of 
the  expreffion  in  this  difcourfe  *,  I  am  difpofed  to 
think,  that  if  this  is  not  its  principal  meaning  in  the 
paflage  before  us,  it  muft  be  included.  By  this  ex- 
pofition,  the  difcourfe  acquires  greater  propriety  and 
force,  and  becomes  more  extenfively  interefting,  than 
if  limited  to  the  natural  pofterity  of  the  patriarch  Ja- 
cob. We  fliall  therefore  coniider  this  pathetic  ora- 
tion as  directed,  not  only  to  thofe  who  defcendedfrom. 
^his  highly  favoured  perfon ;  but  to  his  fpiritual  chil- 
dren, who,  amid  all  the  vicilfitudes  of  life,  maintain 
fupreme  regard  for  God,  patience  in  adverfity,  perfe- 
vcring  importunity  in  fervent  prayer,  and  conftant 
dependence  on  the  Almighty.  Since  Jehovah  is 
their  Creator,  and  former  in  their  fpiritual  capacity, 
who,  by  his  divine  power,  hath  renovated  them  af- 
ter his  image,  and  created  them  anew,  to  fhew  fortii 
his  praife;  they  are  his  fpecial  property  and  workman- 
ftiip,  of  which  he  will  certainly  take  care,  and  effec- 
tually fecure  from  the  evils  whereby  they  are  inti- 
midated.—To  fuch  faith  the  Lord, 

Fear  not.  Be  not  difmayed,  my  chofen,  beloved 
people,  on  hearing  the  iharp  reproofs  and  awful 
thr^tenings  direded  againfl  the  hypocritical  and 
profane  among  you.  Though  their  execution  on  the 
wicked  and  vmgodly,  exhibit  a  dark  and  melancholy 
fcene,  that  may  greatly  deprefs  your  minds,  fear  not 
any  of  thofe  things  that  you  may  be  called  either  to 
perform  or  to  fuffer.  Be  not  afraid  of  the  difficulties 
you  may  have  to  encounter,  nor  of  the  enemies  with 
whom  you  may  have  to  contend ;  greater  is  hfe  that 
is  in  you,  and  with  you,  than  all  that  are  or  can  be 

Vol.  III.  Yy  againfl 

•  Ver.  7,  xj,  2x.  and  chap.  xliv.  1. 
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againfl:  you.  Maintain  upon  your  minds  at  all  time$ 
a  reverential  awe  of  the  majelly  of  God,  and  vigilant 
folicitude,  left  you  fall  into  temptation  and  fin,  and 
fo  incur  his  dread  difpleafure  :  but  do  not  give  way 
to  anxious  timidity  on  any  account,  and,  like  the 
workers  of  iniquity,  be  in  great  fear  where  there  is 
no  juft  ground  of  fear. 

For  I  have  redeemd  thee ;  or,  as  the  Hebrew 
words  denote,  /  am  thy  Redeemer.  I  delivered  thy 
t-enoWned  progenitor,  Jacob,  out  of  all  adverfity,  as 
he  himfelf  thankfully  acknowledged ;  I  refcucd  his 
natural  pofterity,  who  were  called  by  his  name,  from 
the  hard  bondage  wherein  they  were  detained  in 
the  land  o£  Egypt ;  and,  according  to  my  promife,  I 
will  deliver  them  from  captivity  at  Babylon.  And 
all  his  fpiritual  children,  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  I 
will  redeem  from  the  miferies  in  which  they  are  in- 
volved, and  to  whicji  they  are  obnoxious,  and  con- 
fer upon  them  the  moft  fubftantial  benefits. — /  have 
called  thee  by  thy  name.  The  patriarch  Jacob  God 
firnamed  Ifrael ;  to  his  children  in  following  a- 
ges  he  was  pleafed  to  give  the  name  of  their  great 
anceftor ;  and  by  this  appellation  they  were  com- 
monly diftinguifhed  from  other  nations.  His  chofen 
peculiar  people  in  every  generation  he  colls  by  name; 
intimating  the  accurate  knowledge  that  he  hath  of 
every  circumftance  relative  to  their  condition,  the 
fpecial  favour  that  he  bears  to  them,  and  their  parti- 
cular defignation  to  the  privileges  and  fervices  he 
afligns  them- — Thou  art  mine.  Thou  art  my  fer\'ant, 
my  fort,  my  inheritance ;  thou  art  mine  by  creation, 
prefervation,  and  redemption ;  by  thy  own  free 
choice  and  voluntary  furrender ;  by  aU  the  ties  of 
duty,  and  gratitude,  which  ought  to  engage  thee  to 
glorify  my  name,  and  to  obey  my  authority.  Sinpe 
in  every  view  that  thou  canft  take  thou  art  my  un- 
queftionable  property,  thou  mayeft  be  aflured  that  I 
will  take  care  of  thee  and  all  thy  interefts.  Tlus 
confideration  ought  to  banifli  from  thy  mind  every 
aneafy  apprehenfion,  every  defponding  fear.    By 
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/  thefe  powerful  arguments  doth  Jehovah  enforce  the 
exhortation  diredled  to  his  peculiar  people,  fear  not. 
— Attend  to  them,  my  hearers;  why  ihould  you  fear, 
whom  God  hath  redeemed?  He  who  is  above  all,  can 
eafiJy  and  feafonably  fecure  you  againft  all.the  evils 
that  you  mod  dread  :  he  can  prevent  or  remove  e- 
very  thing  that  you  are  folicitous  to  efcape,  or  ren- 
der them  conduqive  to  your  real  benefit. 

2  When  thou  paflcii  through  the  waters,  I 
will  be  with  thee ;  and  through  the  rivers, 
they  (hall  not  overflow  thee :  when  thou 
walkeft  through  the  fire,  thou  (hall  not  be 
burnt;  neither  fliall  the  flame  kindle  upon 
thee-. 

Comfortable  aflurance  is  here  given  to  the  church 
compofed  of  the  fpiritual  pofterity  of  Jacob,  that  a- 
midft  all  the  afflidions  and  calamities  which  feem  Vi> 
threaten  their  deflrudion,  they  ihajl  be  preferved  and 
delivered.  This  reviving  truth,  which  is  repeatedly 
inculcated  in  fcripture  *,  exprefles  the  determined 
purpofe  of  Jehovah,  who  hath  declared,  that  he  Ihall 
always  have  a  church  in  this  world,  which  he  will 
defend  and  fupport  by  the  care  of  his  providence,  fo 
that  they  Ihall  certainly  triumph  over  all  the  adver- 
fities  with  which  they  ;jre  invironed.  The  words 
before  us,  however,  which  give  explicit  aflurance  of 
the  fafety  and  perpetuity  of  the  church,  miift  not 
be  applied,  without  fome  reftriftions,  to  every  indivi- 
dual m  the  myftical  li'rael.  Indeed  there  can  be 
BO  reafbnable  doubt,  that  God  wl;io  is  faithful,  will 
preferve  all  his  cholen  people,  under  the  atiliclions 
and  perfecuticns  through  which  they  have  to  pals, 
and  fmally  condud  them  to  a  ftate  of  undifturbed 
tranquillity  and  felicity. — Let  us  inveftigate  more 
particularly  the  promifes  contained  in  tliis  verfe, 
which  require  to  be  underllood,  not  in  the  hteral,  but 

in 
♦  Sec  Pfal.  cxxi.  7,  8.  Mat.  xrf.  i^. 
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in  the  figurative-  fenfe  of  the  words. — ^The  evils  and 
diftrelTes  whereby  the  peculiar  people  of  God  are  af- 
flicted, are  reprefented  under  two  diflfercnt  figures ; 
namely,  by  waters  and  rivers  ;  which  may  emphati- 
cally dehote,  external  troubles  and  calamities  that 
come  with  irrefiftible  force,  excite  general  perplexi- 
ty and  conflemation,  and  expofe  to  imminent  dan- 
ger.— And  by  fire  and  flames^  which,  if  they  fignify 
an^  thing  different  fronj  the  former  exprelfion,  may 
be  intended  internal  fpiritual  diftrefles,  that  give  rife 
to  great  anguifti  of  mind,  and  ferve  to  try  and  refine 
the  righteous,  whilft  they  confume  the  wicked,  who 
are  as  drofs. 

To  pafs  through  the  waters  and  the  fire,  which 
of  all  elements  are  the  moll  injurious  to  man,  is  to 
fuftain  thofe  alaiining  affidions  which  threaten  im- 
mediate ruin.  The  metaphor  feems  to  be  taken  from 
the  perilous  condition  of  one,  who  is  every  where  fur- 
rounded  with  water  or  flames  of  fire,  through  which 
he  is  obliged  to  pafs  in  confulting  his  own  fafety. 
In  like  manner  the  faithful  fervants  of  God  are  fome-* 
times  encompaffed  with  adverfities  of  various  kinds, 
and  befet  with  manifold  tribulations,  before  they  at- 
tain the  accomphfhment  of  the  promifes.  Hence 
the  church  is  introduced  celebrating  the  praifes  of 
God,  on  account  of  the  deliverances  he  had  wrought 
for  them,  in  thefe  emphatital  words,  *  We  went  thro' 

*  fire  and  water,  (through  troubles  of  oppofite  natures^ 

*  though  alike  dangerous  and  deftruitive)  but  thou 

*  broughteft  us  out  into  a  wealthy  place  *.*  And 
when  afcribing  to  God  the  glory  of  their  falvation, 
they  acknowledge  that  *  had  not  the  Lord  been  on 

*  their  fide,  the  waters  had  overwhehned  them,  the 

*  proud  waters  had  gone  over  their  foul  f .  Ailoniih- 
•ed  at  the  perils  from  which  they  had  been  extricated, 
they  compare  the  fury  and  violence  of  their  adver- 
fanes,  to  raging  fire  and  overwhelming  floods,  from 
•whence  they  were  wonderfully  refcued.  In  this 
fenfe  the  people  of  God,  whilfl:  fojouming  in  this  pre- 

fent 
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fcnt  evil  world,  are  oftsen  obliged  to  pafs  through  wa- 
ters  and  rivers,  through  fire  and  flames ;  to  endu/c 
painful  inward  and  outward  diftreffes. — ^In  thefe  ca^ 
lamitous  circumftances,  how  reviving  the  promife  of 
the  omnipotent  and  faithful  Jehovah  1 

/  wH/  be  with  tbee^  &c,  at  all  thnqs,  and  in  all 
places;  for  I  will  never  leave  nor  forfake  thee.  I  will 
give  thee  pleafing  fatisfying  proofs  of  ntiy  graciou* 
refreftiing  prefence  with  thee,  and  of  my  tender  care 
of  thee  ;  1  will  not  take  my  loving  kindnefs  from 
thee  nor  fiiffer  my  faithtulnei's  to  fail.  1  will  be  wit^ 
thee  in  trouble,  to  ilrengthen  and  uphold,  to  com- 
fort and  deliver  th<?e,and  tocondud  thee  fafely  thro* 
all  troubles  and  dangers  to  tlie  land  of  uprightnefs. 
I  will  not  enlarge ;  having  opened  the  import  of  this 
promife,  when  difcourfing  from  chap.  xli.  i  o.  Ob- 
fer\'e  the  happy  confequences  of  its  tiilfilment — The 
rivers  Jhall  not  overjiow  thee — thoujhait  not  be  burnt. 
By  the  feafonable  interpofition  ot  my  providence, 
and  the  powerful  influence  of  my  Spirit,  thou  flialt 
be  kept  from  fuftaining  any  real  hurt  by  the  af- 
flidions  thou  mayeft  fuller.  On  the  contrary,  they 
fliall  prove  the  falutary  means  of  purifying  thee  from 
fin ;  and  having  accomplilhed  this  purpofe,  thou  liiult 
be  delivered. — What  memorable  initances  arc  re- 
corded in  fcripture,  of  the  truth  I  have  been  illuTi la- 
ting !  The  Ifraeiites  pafled  through  the  Red  £»ca 
and  the  river  Jordan  in  fatety  and  triumph,  under 
the  condu<S  and  protedion  of  Jehovah.  The  three 
men  of  whom  we  read  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  who 
were  call  into  the  fiery  furnace,  walked  in  fafety 
through  the  midft  of  the  flames,  and  were  wonder- 
fully preferved  and  deUvercd  by  the  power  of  Goi 
Such  aftonifhing  proofs  of  the  prefence  of  God  with 
his  people,  fuch  amazing  interpofitions  in  their  fa- 
vour, whereby  the  proma'es  we  have  been  confider- 
iog  were  hterally  verified,  ought  to  confirm  our 
faith  and  hope,  of  their  fulfilment  in  fome  meafure  to 
all  the  true  iliael  of  God. 
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3  For  I  ^W7^  the  LORD  thy  God,  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  thy  Saviour  ;  I  gave  Egypt ^ 
thy  ranfora,  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee, 

A  folemn  confirmation  of  the  precious  promifes,con- 
tained  in  the  preceding  verfe  is-here  fubjoined,and  the 
church,  diftrefled  with  various  afBiftions,  are  affured 
of  God*s  kind  affedlion. — lam  the  Lordihy  God.  With 
thefe  words  begins  the  preface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments, which  God  delivered  from  mount  Sinai  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  They  fuggeft  fome  forcible  argu- 
ments,  which  powerfully  urge  obedience  to  the  di- 
vine authority.  They  are  introduced  by  our  Prophet 
for  another  purpofe,  to  animate  the  redeemed  of  the 
Lord,  to  lay  afide  difmaying  fears,  and  to  rely  on  the 
faithful  promifes  which .  God  hath  given  them  for 
their  encouragement.  For  this  end  he  refumes  the 
xnagnificent  titles  and  endearijng  relations  by  which 
he  often  fpeaks  of  himfelf  to  his  people.  I  am  the 
Lord,  the  fovereign  omnipotent  proprietor  and  go- 
vernor of  the  univerfe  ;  and  therefore  1  juftly  claim 
profound  fubjedkion  to  my  commands,  and  unfufpedl- 
jng  confidence  in  my  promifes. — ^Thy  Gbd,  who  hath 
chofen  thee  to  be  my  peculiar  people,  and  thou  haft 
avouched  me  to  be  thy  God  ;  fo  that  my  attributes, 
my  provkience,  my  word,  and  Spirit,  Ihall  render  e- 
very  difpenfation  conducive  to  your  benefit  and  com- 
fort— The  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  who  am  perfe(My  and 
unchangeably  free  from  all  manner  of  impurity,  who 
have  confecrated  and  fet  apart  Ifrael  for  my  fervicc 
and  glory,  and  who  am  honoured  and  iandified  by 
the  refpeft  and  obedience  Ihewn  by  them  to  my  wor- 
ihip  and  authority — Thy  Saviour,  who  of  old  refcued 
thy  fathers  with  a  ftrong  hand  and  ftretched  out  arm, 
from  cruel  bondage  in  Egypt,  from  the  fea*s  devour- 
ing deeps,  from  perils  in  the  wildemefs,  and  from 
the  hands  of  their  powerful  enemies. — And  thy  Sa- 
viour, who  art  an  ifraelite  indeed,  who  in  great  love 
hath  delivered  thee  from  an  en9nnou3  load  of  guilt, 
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and  the  dominion  of  thy  fpiritual  foes,  that  thou 
mayeft.ferve  me  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs. 

I  gave  Egypt  for  thy  ranfom^  &c.  In  thefe  and 
many  other  inftances,  is  verified  the  proverb  which 
laith,  *  the  wicked  fhall  be  a  ranfom  for  the  righte- 
ous, and  the  tranfgreflbr  for  the  upright  */  To  ac- 
complifti  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael  from  the  oppref- 
fion  of  Egypt,  the  Lord  punilhed  the  latter  that  he 
might  preferve  the  former.  To  refcue  his  peculiar 
people  from  the  niiferies  wherein  they  were  involved, 
and  to  open  a  way  for  their  efcape,  Pharaoh  and 
all  his  hofts,  were  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea.  Such 
was  the  immenfe  price  paid  tor  their  redemption 
from  bondage.  And  in  latter  times,  when  Senache- 
rib  was  juft  ready  to  fall  upon  Jerufalem,  foon  after 
entering  Judea,  he  was  providentially  diverted  from 
the  execution  of  that  defign  ;  and  turned  his  arms 
againft  the  Egyptians,  and  their  allies,  the  Cufhean 
Arabians,  with  their  neighbours  the  3aheans.  And 
S^lmanezer,  after  he  had  deftroyed  the  kingdom  of 
Samaria,  was  alfo  prevented  by  divine  providence 
from  overthrowing  that  of  Judab,  by  carrying  on 
war  againft  the  nations  which  are  here  mentioned. 
When  Zerah  king  of  Ethiopia  came  up  againft  Judah, 
with  a  thoufand  thoufand  men,  the  Lord  fmote  the 
Ethiopians  who  were  entirely  overthrown.  Thefe 
and  other  events  of  a  fimilar  kind,  to  which  our 
Prophet  may  refer,  remain  very  obfcure  for  want 
of  the  light  of  hiftory,  that  in  regard  to  thefe  times 
is  very  deficient.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Governor 
among  the  nations,  was  gracioiifly  pleafed  to  avert 
from  Judea  the  terrible  calamities  that  threatened 
that  country,  by  turning  the  arms  of  their  enemies 
againft  other  kingdoms,  particularly  thofe  fpecified 
in  this  verfe. — What  a  high  value  doth  God  fet  upon 
kis  church,  what  a  tender  affeftion  doth  he  bear  to 
them,  and  what  a  foUcitous  concern  doth  he  ma- 
nifeft  for  their  fafety  and  profperity  :  for  their 
fakes,  he  hath  not  only  facrificed  great  and  populous 

nations, 
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nations,  but  delivered  up  his  own  Son  to  be  their 
ranfom  from  fpiritual  thraldom  and  bondage  ! 

4  Since  thou  waft  precious  in  my  light, 
thou  haft  been  honourable,  and  I  have  loved 
thee :  therefore  will  I  give  men  for  thee,  and 
people  for  thy  life. 

Another  fpecial  privilege  is  here  promifed  to  the 
fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God,  expreffive  of  his  peculiar  gra- 
cious regard  for  them.    Ever  fince  the  fuprerae  Lord 
and  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  appropriated  to  himfelf  a 
chofen  people,  he   hath   exalted  them  to  honour, 
he  iiath  conferred  upon  them  diftinguifhing  marks 
of  his  favour,  and  rendered  them  refpeftable  and 
happy  above  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world.     They 
had  been  in  times  paft  what  he  afterward  promifed 
they  fhould  be  in  time  to  come  ;  a  name  of  joy,  a 
praife,  and  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  which  (hall  hear  all  the  good  that  he  doth 
unto  them  *.'    After  manifold  glorious  interpc^tions 
in  their  behalf,  he  conduced  them  into  the  glory 
of  all  lands,  where  he  fed  them  with  the  fineft  of 
the  wheat,  and  gave  them  abundance  of  the  moft 
excellent  provifions  of  every  kind.     He  honoured 
them  with  his  facred  oracles,  his  ordinances,  and 
prefence  ;  he  fixed  his  refidence  among  them,  and 
admitted  them  to  converfe  with  hhn,  fo  that  they 
were  a  people  near  imto  him  in  all  that  they  called 
upon  him  for.    Thefe  noble  prerogatives,  with  many 
others,  which  the  upright  among  them  enjoyed,  ren- 
dered them  more  refpedable  than  thofe  around  them. 
— And  I  have  loved  thee^  The  truth  of  this  declara- 
tion is  abundantly  evident  from  many  paflages  of 
fcripture,  indeed  from  the  whole  hiftory  of  Brael. " 
When  Ifrael,  faith  God,  by  the  prophet  Hbfea,  w»<^ 
a  child,  then  I  loved  him,  and  called  my  fon  out  of 
Egypt.    The  Lord  thy  God,  faid  Mofes,  hath  chofen 
tl»ee  to  be  his  fpecial  people  above  all  the  people  thet 
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ti^  o|^  the  fece  of  the  earth.  And  becaufe  be  loved 
them,  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  the  houfe  of  bond^g^ ;  he  gavQ  them  a  rich  inr 
}ieritanc€ ;  he  fet  Stolonion  to  bq  ^ing  over  them ;  and 
Iwnoijred  them  in  the  fight  of  the  nations.  Time 
woul(J  fail  to  enumerate  the  many  inftances  of  God's 
tender  affedipn  for  this  highly  favoured  people,  a-f 
pong  whom  were  the  genqration  of  the  righteous, 
whom  he  loved  with  an  everlailing  love ;  and  with 
loving  kindnefs  having  allured  them  to  himfelf,  he 
Cheriihed  them  with  paternal  care  and  affedion.  To 
foch,  the  words  before  us  were  peculiarly  direcSted. 

Therefore  will  I  give  men  for  tbee^  &c.  It  fecms 
to  me  uncertain,  whether  thefe  words  are  intended 
to  exprefs  wh^t  God  had  already  done,  or  what  hq 
would  afterward  do  for  th?  obj^^s  of  his  afFediqn  : 
for  the  Hebrew  word  may  be  tranflated  with  ^qual 
propriety,  either  I  have  given,  or  I  will  give.  View- 
ing them  in  reference  to  events  which  were  then 
llready  paft,  they  n^y  have  ^  fpecial  refped  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  nations,  which  God  deftrpyed  in 
order  to  fequre  the  profperity  of  bis  people  ;  fuch  a^ 
the  Egyptians,  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  thq 
nations  that  harafled  and  made  war  agamft  them* 
Conijdering  them  as  relating  tg  events  which  were 
then  future,  they  may  point  at  the  terrible  fljsiughter 
that  was  to  b^  m^  in  the  Aflyrian  army  by  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  which  dempnftrated  God's  com- 
paffionate  regard  for  the  pofterity  of  Ifraql :  they 
might  look  forward  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Chaldean 
empire,  by  the  Me^Qs  apd  Perfians,  in  order  to  ef-. 
fcft  the  deliverance  pf  th^' Jews  from  captivity ;  ac^ 
event  often  mentioned  in  the  following  prppheqies  ; 
and  to  the  fimilar  fate  of  the  Syrians  in  after  tnnes, 
who  had  grievoufly  diftrefled  the  inhabitants  of  Judah, 
and  endeavoured  to  exterminate  them  from  their 
polIefEons,  By  thefe  and  other  remarkable  intcr- 
pofitions  of  Providence  in  favour  of  the  men  of  Ifrael, 
immcnfe  numbers  of  people  were  cut  off  for  their 
fakes,  and  the  Lord  God  publicly  teftxfied  that  they 
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were  precious  in  Jus  light,  that  hd  hc«i6ured  and 
loved  them.  By  fuch  wonderfal  difplays  of  gracious  • 
regard  for  them,  and  the  HM'fui  judgments  upon  their 
enemies  wherewith  they  were  accompanied,  thofe 
who  were  Ifraelites  indeed  would  be  excited  to  the 
exereife  of  true  repentance,  of  lively  faith,  and  con* 
ftant  dependence  upon  Goi.— ^From  this  record  of 
the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  let  us*  learn  thefe 
ufeful  leflbns  which  are  often  inculcated  upon  us. 

,  5  Fear  not,  for  I  ofa  with  thee  :  I  will  bring 
thy  feed  from  the  caft,  and  gather  thee'  from 
the  weft. . 

6  I  will  fay  to  the  north,  Give  up  ;  and  ta 
the  fouth  keep  not  back :  bring,  my  fons  from 
far,  and  my  daughters  from  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 

Whilft  our  R-ophet,  in  the  name  of  God,  threaten- 
ed the  execution  of  the  awful  judgments  predidecf 
by  Mofes,  and  the  other  fervants  of  the  Moft  High; 
upon  the  idolatrous,  the  impenitent,  and  hypocriti- 
cal ;  he  encourages  the  faithful  wrth  the  pleating 
profped  of  the  enlargement  and  increafe  of  the  church 
of  God.  He  declares,  that  they  were  not  only  to  be 
preferved  by  the  care  of  divine  Providence  in  their* 
difpei^ons,  but  that  they  were  to  be  collected  from 
every  quarter,  and  reftored  to  their  former  happy 
ftate  and  privileges.  With  this  pleafing  objefl  ftdfy 
ki  view,  he  agam  difluades  from  anxious  dilquieting 
fears,  and  enforces  this  caution  by  repeating  the  fame 
Argument  he  had  ufed  in  the  41ft  chapter  ;  namely, 
the  divine  prefence,  afliflance,  and  protedion.  To 
this  he  iinmediately  adds,: — I  will  bring, thy  feed  frmit 
the  eaji  f  which  may  comprehend  the  defarts  of  Ar^- 
^ia,  Chaldea,  Perfia,  Medea,  and  the  other  coun- 
tries that  lay  eaft ward  from  Canaan — And  gather  thee 
from  the  weft  ;  from  Grecee,  Italy,  Spain,  and  other 
iingdoms  lituated  to  the  weftward  of  PalefUne — 
And  1  will  fay  to  the  north ;  to  Scythia,  Germany^ 
*    -  Gallic 
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Gaul,  and  the  other  empiFes  whofe  local  fituation^ 
are  northward  from  Judea  ;  Give  uf — ^And  to  the 
fouth ;  to  Egypt,  to  Lybia,  Ethiopia,  aod  the  other 
regions  that  lie  toward  the  jbutl-  of  Judah,  K^ep  not- 
hack.  From  all  thefe  extenfive  countries,  wherein 
his  people  were  fcattered,  Jehovah  promifes  to  coU* 
left  them  4  that  they  might  be  united  in  worfliipping 
and  ferving  the  God  of  their  fathers,  and  in  enjoying 
the  valuable  privileges  wherewith  he  enriched  them* 
To  give  certainty  to  this  predided  event,  the  Lord 
God  engages,  that  he  himfelf,  for  whom  nothing  is 
impoflible,  would  conduct  and  gather  them  out  of 
thefe  countries ;  that  by  the  word  of  his  power,  bQ 
would  give  orders  for  their  reftpration,  and  not  per- 
mit any  obftacle  whatfoever  to  hinder  or  keep  them 
back  frpm  executing;  his  pleafure.  By  his  authorita-J 
tive  command,  he  would  biing  his  fens  and  daugh- 
^rs,  tlie  pofterity  of  Jacob  whom  he.  had  admitted 
into  this  intimate  relation,  from  far  diftant  lands,  and 
places  the  mofl  remote  from  Canaan. 

7  Even  every  one  that  is  called  by  my  name : 
for  I  have  created  him  for  my  glory,  I  have 
formed  him ;  yea,  1  Ixave  made  hin>, 

Whilft  Ifaiah  was  predidling  for  the  comfort  of  the 
godly,  the  colle45lion  of  the  chm^ch  under  the  Old 
Teftament  from  their  difperfions,  and  reftoration  ftom 
Captivity  at  Babylon  to  their  own  la^id ;  his  mind  is 
elevated  by  the  Spirit  of  prophpcy,  to  a  far  more 
noble  and  grand  fubjeft,  whicli  henceforward  feems 
chiefly  to  have  attraded  his  attention.  Return  from 
Babylon  is  clearly  foretold,  and  at  the  fame  time,  is 
employed  as  an  image  to  Ihadow  out  an  event  of  a 
much  more  important  nature  ;  the  gathering  in  of 
the  eledl  among  Jews  and  Gentiles  from  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth  to  one  fold,  to  one  body  ;  that 
as  there  is  but  one  Lord,  there  may  be  one  Spirit, 
pne  baptifm,  and  one  hope  of  their  calling.  This 
i.  ongcegation  of  the  faithful  into  the  Meffiah's  king- 


Digitized  by 


dom 
Google 


3^a  LfiCTtHlES  OK  tut       tlHA^.XIilt. 

dom,  which  Was  the  fubjed  of  mariy  prophecies  un- 
der the  former  difpenfation,  was  J)redided  by  Caia- 
phsis  the  high  prieft  of  the  Jews,  at  the  tiitie  of  but 
*Savio\ir*s  death  *•  '  And  Jefus  Chrift  hutifelf,  aftet 
having  expreffed  his  approbation  of  the  Gentile  Cen- 
turion's faith,  explicitly  declared,  *  that  mtoy  fhall 

*  come  from  the  eaft  and  the  weft,  and  fliall  fit 
.  *  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  king- 

*  dom  of  heaven/  In  another  place,  fpeaking  of  the 
laft  days,  he  hath  thefe  remarkable  words,  •  He  will 

*  fend  his  angels  with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet, 

*  and  they  ihall  gather  together  his  ele<3  from  the  rout 

*  winds  of  heaven  f  .*  To  this  colleftion,  I  fuppofe, 
the  prophecy  under  tonfideration  ultimately  leters ; 
fend  in  the  words  before  us,  the  Prophet  delineates  th6 
chara'der  of  thofe  who  are  efpecially  the  fubjeds  of  hij 
jpredidion. 

In  the  6th  verfe,  tht  Lord  God  honours  them  idth 
the  defignation  of  his  fens  and  daughters  j  beeiufe 
having  been  adopted  into  his  divine  family,  an4 
born  of  God,  they  love  and  honour  their  heaven- 
ly Father,  they  are  poffefled  of  his  Spirit,  thfev  re^ 
femWe  him  in  his  imitable  excellencies,  and  are 
invefted  in  the  privileges  of  his  children.  Here 
every  one  of  theiri  is  faid  to  be  called  by  Bis  name* 
The  impreffions  made  upon  them  of  his  Wifdom, 
^wer,  goodnefs,  and  holinefs,  are  fo  clear  and  con- 
Ipicuous,  that  it  may  be  ealily  known  whofe  chiU 
dren  they  are,  and  to  whofe  family  they  belotig. — 
for  I  have  cteated  him  for  mf  glory.  The  Work  6f 
God's  grace,  whereby  ilien  are  renewed  after  his 
image,  in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  atid  true  ho- 
Jinefs,  is  emphatically  reprefented  in  fcripture,  as 
a  new  creation.  By  the  word  of  his  ^wer,  the  neW 
creature  is  formed,  whofe  underftanding  is  illumina- 
ted, whofe  will  is  renewed,  and  whofe  mind  is  adom- 
jed  with  faith  and  k)ve,  with  meeknefs,  patience,  and 
©ther  graces.  Hence  the  apoftle  Paul  affirms  of 
Chrillians,  that  we  are  his  worknlinfhip  j  created  in 

Chrid 
♦  John  xi.  jx,  53.        f  Mat.  xxiv.  jx.  ' 
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Chrift  Jefus,  ilnto  g6od  Works  *^.  And  in  the  wbrdi 
before  us,  God  difcriminates  thofc  whofti  he  T\^ould 
gather  into  his  church  by  this  peculiaf  chanidcr. 
This  glorious  work,  he  executes  for  his  gloty,  that 
he  may  exhibit  a  rich  difplay  of  hk  infinite  excel- 
lencies ;  ahd  that  thofe,  Who  in  this  feilfe  are  hx$ 
workriianihij),  tniay  fliew  forth  his  praife,  and  ad- 
vance his  horiour  in  the  world,  by  thfc  holitiefs  and 
ufefulnefs  of  th^ir  lives. 

/  bavijornud  hifn,  &c.  Thefe  eXj)reffions  taken 
in  connexion  with  the  former  one,  make  a  beautiful. 
climax,  whfetein  the  Prophet  gi^dually  rifes  from  one 
thing  to  another.  Creation  denotes  th6  conunimita- 
tion  of  exiftente  to  a  creature,  by  the  omnipotence 
of  Jehovah.  Formarion  fignifies  the  conveyance 
of  an  agreeable  figutc,  and  fine  proportion  of  parts 
to  the  creature  that  is  brought  into  being.  Making 
imports  the  excellence^  and  comelinefs  produced,  by 
impreffiobs  df  the  Creator*s  power  and  grace,  where- 
with his  wolk  is  embellifhed,  who  always  perfeds 
what  he  begins.  God  creates  men  when  he  give& 
cxiftence  to  their  fouls  and  bodies,  the  two  conlli- 
tuent  parts  of  human  nature  ;  he  fornls  them  whea 
they  are  united,  organized,  and  the  whole  frame  iS 
adjufled  ;  and  he  makes  them  when  he  adorns  them 
With  thofe  noble  poWers,  whereby  they  are  prepared 
for  ereiy  good  work,  and  fumiflied  for  the  fervices 
afligned  them.  The  Almighty  created  the  people 
oFlfrael,  in  their  coUedlive  capacity,  when  he  brought 
them  out  of  Egypt  with  a  Itrong  hand  :  he  formed 
them,  by  giving  them  laws  from  mount  iSinai,  where- 
by they  were  incorporated  into  one  body :  and  he 
made  them.  When  he  eftablifhed  their  political,  and 
ccclefiaftical  oeconomy.  The  God  of  all  grace  cre- 
ates his  peculiar  peoplfe,  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed, 
when  by  the  miglity  pOwer  of  his  Spirit  accompany* 
ing  his  word,  he  renovates,  invigorates,  and  fan£ti- 
fics  all  their  facoltifes.  He  foritis  them  by  reftifying 
tvery  internal  difordet,  and  by  imparting  to  then^i 

thofc 

♦  Eph.  ii.  10. 
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thofe  ufeful  and  oi»amental  qualifications  which 
are  fuited  tx)  the  ftations  they  are  to  occupy  in  the 
church.  And  he  makes  them  when  he  perfeds  that 
which  concerns  them ;  endows  them  with  wifdom, 
tmderftanding,  and  the  graces  of  hisSpuit,  and  en- 
ables them  to  fhine  forth  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs. 
To  people  of  thisdefcription^are  given  the  preceding 
precious  promifes.-!— If  fo  much  is  requifite  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  new  creature,  you  ought  diligent* 
ly  to  endeavour  to  afcertain  yoiu:  real  fpiritual  ftate. 
Be  not  deceivLtl  by  imagining  that  this  great  exteQ- 
five  change,  of  which  Jehovah  affirms  he  is  the  au- 
thor, is  imneceflary  to  true  happinefs ;  the  peculiar 
tenet  of  men  who  know  not  the  fcriptures,  and  the 
power  of  God.  And  beware  left  on  frivolotug  grounds, 
fuch  as  freedom  from  grofs  fins^  partial  reformation^ 
or  the  performance  of  the  exterior  of  fome  religious 
iduties,you  conclude,  that  you  have  experienced  this 
diftinguifhing  mercy,  this  renewing  of  the  Holy 
'G.hoft.  Give  the  matter  a  fair,  full,  and  repeated 
difcuffion  as  the  word  of  God  requires. 

8  Bring  forth  the  blind  people  that  hav^ 
^yes,  and  the  deaf  that  have  ears. 

This  p^  of  the  difcourfe  is  defigned  to  eftablif^ 
the  people  o^  God,  in  the  firm  belief  of  the  above 
predided  events;  and  to  convince  the  degenerate 
Jews,  and  idolatrous  Gentiles,  of  their  certain  accom- 
pliflmient  in  due  feafon.  Jehovah  is  ftill  introduced 
fpeaking  to  his  chofen  people,  to  whojti  he  was  plea- 
fed  to  communicate  the  knowledge  of  his  will ;  re- 
quiring them  to  bring  forth  the  blind  people,  ^c. 
By  this  defcription  is  doubtlefs  intended  the  profane, 
and  hypocritical  among  the  Jews,  whofaw  with  their 
hodily  eyes  the  wonderful  works  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, wrought  in  favour  of  their  nation ;  and  who 
Jieard  with  their  ears  the  noble  difcourfes  delivered 
by  the  prophets,  whom  God  raifed  up  to  inftru(5l 
them,  and  to  rehearfe  the  aftonilliing  wonders  he  haa 

don^ 
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done  for  their  fathers.  They  were  however  greatly 
deficient  in  attention,  confideration,  and  fpiritual  un- 
derftanding.  Blinded  by  delufive  errors,  hardened 
by  foolifh  prejudices,  they  formed  wrong  fentiments 
refpefting  God's  difpenfations;  they  did  not  deduce 
proper  conclufions  from  them,  nor  were  they  thereby 
engaged  to  believe,  and  trull  in  him.  They  made 
light  of  the  promifes  given  to  their  fathers,  and  ob- 
ftinatcly  periifted  in  idolatry  and  fuperftition ;  and 
fojuftly  deferved  the  charafter  that  is  here  given 
them.  The  Lord  God  demands,  that  thefe  blind 
people  be  brought  forth,  to  attend  to  a  fuH  and  can- 
did difcuflion  of  the  argument  derived  from  the 
prophecies  already  fulfilled,  and  to  be  accomplifhed^ 
whereby  the  divinity  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  evinced, 
and  men  ought  to  be  induced  to  acknowledge  his  e- 
temal  power  and  Godhead 

9  Let  all  the  nations  be  gathered  together,  and 
let  the  people  be  aflembled :  who  among  them 
can  declare  tljiis,  and  fhew  us  former  things  ? 
let  them  bring  forth  their  witnefTes,  that  they 
may  be  jxiflifiied :  or  let  them  hear,  and  fay, 
//  is  truth. 

The  Gentile  nations,  efpecially  their  wife  men^ 
and  thofe  who  prefided  among  them  in  things  facred^ 
are  likewife  required  to  convene;  that  being  convin- 
ced of  the  abfurdity  of  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  by 
the  arguments  to  be  fet  before  them,  they  might 
job  their  fuffrage  to  the  divinity  of  Jehovah.  The 
proofs  introduced  for  this  purpofe,  are  taken  from 
the  temporal  deliverance  of  the  Jewifh  people  from 
captivity  by  means  of  Cyrus ;  the  coavorfion  of 
the  Gentiles  by  the  Mefliah;  the  fevere  judgments 
to  be  executed  upon  the  perfidious  rebellious  pofteri- 
ty  of  Jacob ;  and  the  prefervation  of  the  church,  a- 
midft  all  the  calamities  Whereby  they  were  to  be  dif- 
treflcd.     Thefe  remarkable  events  had  been  clearly 
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^told  by.Ifitiah  in  tlw  prec?4ing  propt^ea, 
Thefe  wandorful  works  could  be  performed  ^  fto  Or 
fher  tlian  the  true  God,  i;or  could  they  h^ve  V^^W 
predidled  by  smy  but  bis  fervants  the  prophets.  Jh^ft 
arguments  properly  confidered,  afford  indubitable 
proofs  of  the  gbry  of  the  God  of  Jg.c<;)b,  wd  difcrW 
minate  him  from  the  idols,  and  deities  to  which  blind- 
ed nations  paid  their  homage — In  the  verfe  before 
us^  the  Jjord  God  calls  upon  all  nations  diligently  tp 
attend  to  the  proofs  he  was  about  to  adduce  of  })i$ 
cxiftence,  and  perfections;  that  their  faith  and  hope 
might  he  eftabliflied  on  a  firm  balL5 ;  whijfl:  he  chal^ 
ieqges  all  the  votaries  of  idolatry,  to  produce  any  in- 
ftance  of  wifdom  and  power  like  thofe  which  he  b34 
given,  and  was  about  to  exhibit  toward  his  pe- 
culiar people.-^Wj&9  among  th^m  can  d<chn  this, 
and  fbew  us  former  things  ?  Who  among  the  pa^ 
trons  of  fuperllition  (faith  God)  can  declare  the  e- 
Tents  that  I  have  foretold,  and  bring  us  acquainted 
with  things  that  have  long  fince  happened,  the  ac^ 
counts  of  which  are  now  loft  ?  Would  you  vindicate 
your  pretenfions,  take,  your  choice  cither  oE  giving 
accurate  information  of  paft  tranfadtions,  concerning 
which  hiftory  and  tradition  are  filent ;  or  of  forctdr 
ling  future  things  with  their  concomitant  cirQUf|iil9n«- 
ces.  As  the  matter  in  agitation  is  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance that  your  claims  be  ^AwMS^^-^Bring  firtb 
your  witnejfes,  to  atteft  the  certainty  of  the  fa<3s  (btt 
may  be  hedged,  to  confinn  the  tiruth  of  whiit  you 
fay,  and  to  afcertain  the  juftice  of  the  claim  you  mrt^ 
in  behalf  of  your  deities.  You  muft  produce  Ajf* 
ficient  evidences,  that  thofe  who  are  confiderod  by 
you  as  prophets,  have  indeed  poileffed  difiind  knoWf 
ledge  of  the  matters  they  are  fuppofed  to  iftve  pre* 
dided,  and  the  circumiUmces  attending  them.;  and 
they  muft  be  able  to  tell  from  wh«  god^,  and  in 
what  places,  they  received  the  revelBtions  they  pre- 
tended to  communicate.  This  demand  you  cannot 
deny  is  reafonable  and  juft,  and  ought  to  be  granted 
without  helitation.— rAa/  ibey  may  beju^ifi^d^  ac- 
quitted 
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quitted  frpm  evety  charge  of  impofhire  and  deceit^ 
and  acknowledged  the  true  prophets  of  the  true  God» 
^^r  let  them  kear^  and  fay  y  It  is  truth.  If  you  can- 
not comply  with  this  requUition,  you  ought  to  liftea 
with  candour  and  patience,  to  the  arguments  adduced 
by  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  God  of  libael,  in  proof 
of  his  fupreme  divinity;  and  having  attentively  cour 
iidered  them,  you  (hould  frankly  confefs  that  what  we 
a$rm  is  truth,  and  worthy  of  undoubted  credit.  Thus 
candidly  and  openly  doth  Jehovah  vouchfafe  to  deal 
with  men,  refpei^g  his  exigence  and  attributes,  in 
the  faith  of  which  we  ought  to  be  firmly  ellablifheiL 

iQ  Ye  are  my  Witnefles^  faith  tlie  LORD, 
and  my  fervant  whom  I  have  chofen;  that  ye 
may  kjaaw .  and  believe  mCi  and  un(iei:ftanci 
that  I  4922  he :  before  me  there  was  no  god 
formed,  neither  ihall  there  be  after  me. 

Appeal  is  m^de  to  the  people  of  all  nations, -wbQ 
were  required  to  aflemble;  that  they  might  exa- 
mine  the  evidences  fet  before  them,  of  the  divinity 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael*-^  Ye,  all  of. you  without  excep- 
tion, are  witneffes  of  many  ftriking  proofs  of*  the  glo- 
rious perfeftions  of  Jehovah,  who  hath  not  left  him- 
felf  without  witnefs,  in  giving  you  rain  from  heaven, 
^d  frviitful  feafoQs,  filling  your  hearts^with  food  and 
gladnefs.  Beiides,  confcience,  that  be"  hath  placed 
as  hi^  vicegerent  in  ev^ry  man's  bread,  which  accu- 
fc8  of  the  evil  you  coaiwit,  and  approves  of  the  good 
you  perform,  bears  t,f ftimony,  that  verily  there  is  a 
God  who  judgeth  in  the  earth ;  and  that  to  him  you 
^e  amenable  for  your  conduf3.^»-^«^  my  Jervant 
r»bom  I  have  cbrfen,  &c.  efp^cially  you  tbat  \  have 
appropriated  to  myfelf  for  a  peculiar  people,  who  are 
employed  in  my  fervice ;  you  to  whpm  th^s  defigna- 
tion  particularly  belongs,  can  well  atteft  the  truth  of 
my  exiftence,  my  pertedicms,  providence,  and  prOf 
Qiifes;  hi  confequence  of  the  many  fubllantial  proofs 
you  have  received,  that  I  am  God  to  whQm  there  is 

Vol..  III.  3  A  none 
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none  like.  The  defign  of  bringing  forward  thefe  e- 
vidences  is  liext  fpecified — That  ye  may  know^  &c. 
That  you  may  be  well  acquainted,  and  thoroughly 
convinced  of  nly  eternal  'power  and  Godhead,  that  I 
am  the  Mbf?  High  over  all  the  earth,  whofe  name  a- 
lone  is  Jehovah — That  you  may  believe  me,  and  give 
undoubted  credit  to  the  revelations  "afForded  you  of 
ihy  purpofes  refpe<Sing  the  World,  and  the  church — 
And  underjiand  that  I  ain  he\  And  be  convinced  by 
demonftrative  arguments,  that  I  am  he,  who  doeth 
all  things  according  to  the  counfel  of  my  will,  for  ad- 
vancing  the  glory  of  my  name,  and  the  good  of  them 
that  love  me. — Before  me  there  was  no  god  formed. 
None  to  whom  I  owe  my  exiftencc  and  glory,  being 
ijiyfelf  from'  everlafting  to  everlafting  :  none  of  the 
deities  of  wliofe  antiquity  you  boaft  are  equal  to 
me,  who  am  without  beginning  and  without  end 
— Neither  Jhall  tbeh  be  after  me.  Thefe  words  de- 
note the  permanency,  the  immutability,  and  eter- 
nity of  Jehovah,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  for  ever 
and  ever.  ' 

III,  e%}en  I,  am  the  LORD ;  and  befide 
me  thert  is  no  faviour. 

The  God  of  Ifrael  is  introduced  into  the  aflembly 
compofed  of  all  nations,  eftabhfhing  th6  truth  of  hiy 
divinity,  that  he  might  reeal  idolatrous  heathens  froro 
fuperftition,  and  the  worfhip  of  falfe  gods ;  and  that 
he  might  confirm  the  faith  of  his  upright  fervants. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  brings  int6  view  fomc  of  the 
wonderful  works  he  had  already  done,  and  other? 
w^hich  he  .had  foretold  he  was  about  to  accomplilh  ia 
fimes  then"  fiitutc:  chiefly  referring  to  the  great  teii- 
pnral  deliverance,*  that  he  purpoled  to  work  for  his 
people,  by  means  of  Cyi-us  king  of  Perfia.     This  re- 
markable event  is  illuft  rated  by  allufions  to  their 
refcue  from  the  tyrannical  power  of  Allyria,  from  the 
bondage  of  Egypt,  and  the  oppreflion  of  the  Chal- 
deans, as  images  of  the  fpiritual  falvation  that  he 
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was  to  accomplHli  for  his  cbufch,  by  the  Meffiah  in 
the  fulnefs  of  time.  He  enters  on  this  fubjeft  by  pro- 
claiming his  glorious  name,  and  peculiar  charader, 
/,  even  /,  /im  tie  Lord^  who  po0efs  fupreme  eternal 
divinity,  every  divme  excellency,  immutable  glory 
and  felicity.  To  nie  alone  jt  belongs  to  pubiifii  my 
own  eflential  majefty  and  grandeur :  to  men  indebt- 
ed to  me  for  all  they  enjoy,  it  is  not  expedient  to 
glory.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  God,  to  fpecjc  qf  his 
own  honour  and  greatnefs :  it  is  the  duty  of  crea- 
tures to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  their  Creator  and 
Lord,  I^t  every  thing  that  bath  breath  pi*aife  the 
Lord, 

An4heftde  me  there  h  no  $an)iour.  It  is  the  diilin- 
guilhing  charader  and  glory  of  God,  that  he  is  the 
Saviour  of  all  men,  efpeciaJly  of  them  that  believe. 
He  is  the  Saviour  of  the  human  race,  inafmuch  as  he 
mercifully  prelerves  them,  bears  with  long  fuflering 
patience  their  evil  manners,  and  doth  not  delli;oy 
them  at  once  by  terrible  judgments;  but  on  th^  con- 
trary, loads  them  with  benedts.  In  this  chara<9:er  he 
adls  efpecially  toward  his  churchy  on  which  he  con- 
fers temporal,  Spiritual,  and  eternal  falvation.  By 
the  temporal  deliverances  he  works  for  them,  he  ex- 
hibits itriking  demonltrations  of  his  wifdoai,  power, 
and  goodnefs ;  and  inilruftive  reprefentations  of  the 
*  falvation  cf  his  own  Son,'  The  other  deliverances  he 
hath  wrought  were  from  temporal,  but  this  from  fpi- 
ritual  evils ;  fych  as  the  bondage  of  coruption,  and 
the  puniihrnent  of  fin.  They  were  communicated 
under  the  dkeclion  of  Providence,  by  means  oi"  hu- 
man interpofition  ;  this  by  the  intervention  of  the 
Son  of  God,  the  author  of  eternal  falvation.  They 
are  accompanied  with  temporary  citeds,  which  oft- 
times  are  very  foon  over ;  whereas  this  never  liails  to 
be  attended  with  cverlaftipg  joyful  confequences, 
j^ory,  honour,  and  immortality.  Witli  great  pro- 
priety, then,  doth  Jehovah  declare,  that  belide  him 
there  is  no  Saviour. — Deeply  feniible  of  the  danger 
Wd  ^e  mifery  in  which  we  are  involved  by  tranf- 
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l^eCRon,  and  thoroughly  convinced  of*  the  truth  here^ 
.  afferted,  let  us  earneftly  requeft,  that  God,  the  only 
all-fufficient  Saviour,  would  deliver  us  from  cvcrlaft- 
ing  definition,  reconcile  us  unto  himfelf,  and  ref€u6 
us  from  the  dominion  of  our  Tpiritual  foes;  that  we 
may  live  to  his  glory,  and  for  ever  celebrate  his 
praifes. 

la  I  have  declared,  and  have  faved,  and  I 
have  fhewea,  when  there  was  no  ttrange  god 
Among  you  :  therefore  ye  are  my  witnefles, 
faith  the  LORD,  that  I  am  God. 

Satisfy  mg  proof  is  here  produced  of  the  important 
trutl)  ii-^n  a;),  cd  in  the  verfe  immediately  preceding. 
—I  have  declared  (faith  God)  and  made  known  by 
thfe  things  that  do  appear,  my  eternal  power  and 
Godhead;  fo  that  they  are  without  fcxcufe  that  when 
they  knew  me,  they  glorified  me  not  as  God.  In 
early  ages  of  the  world,  1  publifhed  and  fpread  a- 
broad  over  the  earth,  the  report  of  the  eminent  deli- 
verances which  in  following  periods,  I  effefted  with 
a  ftrong  hand  and  ftretched  out  arftt,  At  the  very 
time  I  had  fixed  and  foretold,  I  brought  forth  my 
people  Ifrael  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  icfcued 
them  from  the  powers  that  would  have  opprcfled 
them.  I  have  faved,  according  to  my  ptomife^  and 
I  have  Ihewed  and  revealed  to  my  fervanii  the  great 
deliverances  that  I  would  work  for  their  pofterity, 
lomj  before  there  was  any  ftrange  god  among  yoU; 
before  you  facrificed  unto  daemons,  to  gods  wnpni 
you  knew  not,  to  new  gods  whom  your  fathers  fear- 
ed not  *.  To  the  God  of  Ifmel,  who  forefh^wcd 
and  actually  wrought  the  falvatiorts  referred  to,  ought 
they  to  be  attributed  ;  as  no  others  bcfide  him  had' 
any  way  intimated  their  knowledge  of  them,  and  the 
circumftances  v/ith  which  they  were  to  be  attended:' 
To  his  devout  worfhippers,  therefore,  to  whom  tiiirf 
difcourfe  is  particularly  diredled,  he  appeals  for  tbo 

*  Deut.  xxxli.  17. 
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truth  of  what  he  had  faid. — Te  art  my  witneffes^faith 
the  Lord,  thai  I  am  God.  You  can  bear  telbnTony 
to  the  glory  of  my  name,  the  righteouFnefs  of  my  go* 
vemmcnt ;  to  the  operitions  of  my  providence,  and 
the  faithfulhefs  <£  my  promifes.  You  can  avouch 
that  1  am  the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  done  to  my 
people,  and  their  glorious  deliverer,  in  time  of  need ;; 
as  you  have  heard,  fo  have  you  fcen,  and  by  confe- 
quence  you  are  well  qualified  to  atteft  that  I  am  God, 
tiie  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  univerfe, 

13  Yea,  before  the  day  was,  I  am  he;  and 
there  is  none  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand: 
I  will  work,  and  who  ihall  let  it? 

The  pofterity  of  Ifrael  having  been  diftinguifhed 
by  their  religion  from  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  o- 
ther  nations  might  have  objeded  to  the  novelty,  of 
their  facred  tite§,  as  havitig  commenced  in  the  chys 
of  Mofes,  by  whom  they  were  taught  to  worfliip  Jc* 
hovah,  their  deliverer  from  thraldom  and  opplreffion. 
To  obviate  every  objedion  of  this  fort,  the  i^rd  God 
declares  his  eternity  and  immutability ;  that  his  bein^ 
b  underived  ;,  that  he  exifted  before  the  commence- 
ment of  time ;  and  that  none  can  refill  his  power,  or 
counterad  his  operations — Before  the  day  was  J  am  he. . 
Before  the  ordinances  of  day  and  night  were  appoint* 
cd,  before  time  had  begun  to  run  its  courfe,  before 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  formed,  and  the  moun- 
tains were  fettled,  when  there  were  no  fi^untains  a- 
boundirtg  with  water,  1  am  he  who  was,  who  is,  and 
who  is  to  come,  the  Almighty,  the  everlafting  God 
the  Lord. — And  there  is  none  that  can  deliver  out  of 
my  hand.  The  power  of  the  creatures  is  derived  and 
limited ;  whereas  my  power  is  infinite,  and  cannot 
be  cbntroUed.  All-  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth 
bdongeth  unto  me ;  I  am  clothed  with  ftrength^ 
therewith  I  have  girded  myfelf.  I  can  fave  and  de- 
ihoy,  and  there  are  none  that  can  hinder  the  execu^ 
jion  of  my  purpofes ;  my  arm  is  full  of  power ;  my 
^  right 
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light  hand  is  great  in  might ;  none  ever  hardened  . 
himfelf  againft  me  and  profpered. — /  will  work  and 
whojhall  let  it?  I  will  work  when,  and  where,  and 
in  what  manner  I  pleafe ;  and  will  do  whatfoever 
feemeth  good  in  my  fight.  I  will  build-up  and  pull 
down,  and  do  all  my  pleafure.  None  have  right  to 
fey  unto  me.  What  doeft  tliou?  nor  can  any  fruf- 
trate  the  execution  of  my  defigns.  There  is  no  might 
or  counfel  againft  the  Lord. — Thefe  glorious  prero- 
gatives claimed  by  the  bleffed  God,  ought  to  ftrike 
terror  into  the  wicked,  againft  whom  he  hath  de- 
nounced the  moft  awful  judgments,  fix)m  which  there 
are  none  that  can  dehver.  They  ought  alfo  to  ani- 
mate the  upright  fervants  of  God,  amidft  all  the  af- 
flidtions  with  which  they  are  vifited,  with  the  plea- 
fing  expedtation  of  hisfeafonable  interpofition  in  their 
behalf, 

14  f  Thus  faith  the  LQRD  your  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  For  your  fake  I  have 
fent  to  Babylon,  and  have  brought  down  all 
their  nobles,  and  the  Chaldeans,  whofe  cry  U 
in  the  ihips. 

Thefe  words  announce  the  important  benefit  which 
God  was  about  to  confer  upon  the  Jewifli  people,  by 
bringing  them  back  from  .captivity  into  their  own 
land.  The  fubjeft  is  introduced  with  great  folemni- 
ty,  and  explicit  afljurance  is  given  oS  the  certainty  of 
that  event  which  w^  to  exhibit  an  illuftrious  proof, 
that  Jehovah  is  the  Redeemer  and  Sanclifier  of  his 
church.-.-For  your  fake,  who  are*  my  peculiar  peo- 
ple, who  are  precious  in  my  fight,  who  are  called  by 
my  name,  whom  I  hav^  redeemed  and  cresjt^  for 
my  glory — To  accompUfh  your  deliverance  from 
exile,  and  to  reftore  you  to  peace  and  happinefs,  I 
have  fent  the  Medes  and  Perfians  to  fight  .againft  Ba- 
bylon, and  to  lay  wafte  that  great  citj-^And  have 
brought  down  all  their  nobl^s^  &c.  The  Hebrew  word 
Iranllated  nobles ^  lignifies  aUb  bars,  as  it  is  rendere4 
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on  the  margin  of  feme  bibles.  Faiithfur nobles,  and 
great  men,  elevated  to  important  ftations,  are  the 
ftrength  of  a  city  or  nation ;  when  to  the  iitmoft  of 
their  power  they  prevent  the  encroachments  of  ene- 
mies, and  the  entrance  of  evils  into  the  fociety  with 
which  they  are  ccmneded.  Our  Pmphet  forefeeing;' 
that,,  contrary  to  human -erpedation,  Babylon  waa 
to  be  taken  by  Cyrus  during  the  night,  aJludes  to 
fome  remarkable  circumftances  which  doubtlefs  oc- 
curred at  that  memorable  period.  The  inhabitants 
diftinguifhed  by  their  mnk  and  opiiknce,  and  even 
tb^*Chakiean  foldiers,  celebrated  £ot,  valour  and  cour 
*  rage,  ftruck  with  conftemsution,  were  amidft  the  ge- 
neial  coinfufion,  to.^ee  with  the  utmoft  precipitation^ 
down  the  ftreets  leading  to  the  river  Euphrates,  which 
flowed  through'thic  midft  of  the  city;  that*  in  the  fmall 
veflels  and  pleafure  boats  thkt  lay  there  they^might 
efcape  the.  ravages  of  the  enemy.  To  theie  barges, 
from  whence  the  voice  of  joy  and  gladneis  was  wont 
to  rcfound,  they  were  to  have  recourfe  for  afliftancc 
in  their  flight  from  impending  danger.  Thefe  few 
remark's  may  help  you  to  undcrftand  this  verfe,  ori 
which  I  apprehend  it  is  unnecefiary  to  enlarge. 

i$\am  the  LORD  your  Holy  One;  the 
Creator  of  Ifrael,  your  King. 

To  give  certainty  to  the  event  above  predidlpd ; 
to  lay  open  the  fource  of  hope  and  confolation  from 
whence  the  church  was  to  derive  eftablilhment ;  the 
Lord  God  reminds  them  of  his'charafter,  and  the  in- 
timate  relations  in  which  he  ilands  conneded  with 
them — /  am  the  Lord,  the  felf-exiftent,  omnipotent, 
and  unchangeable  Jehovah,  who  will  verify  all  my  ' 
promifes  and  threatenings— ^7ct/r  Holy  One,  who  pof- 
fefles  confummate  excellence  and  purity,  who  fane- 
tifies  you,  and  who  am  fanftified  by  you,  who  are 
my  upright  worlhippers,  in  whofc  falvation  I  w  ill  be 
glorified — The  Creator  of  Ifrael,  who,  by  the  word  of 
my  power  called  you  into  exiftence,  w^ho  fonned  you 
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lttt»  a  people,  and  who  will  prefervc  and  deliver  you 
^^Tour  King^  who  roles  you  by  your  own  confent^ 
who  hath  publifhed  the  beft  laws  for  your  obedience, 
who  manages  all  your  mterefts,  who  dxfpenfes  to  you 
impartial  juftice,  and  Who  will  defend  you  from  aU 
your  enemics.-^In  this  glotioua  and  mighty  Ix)rd  hi« 
people  ought  to  place  vmfufpetSUng  /con&Jence,  iwad 
to  depend  osi  his  power,  and  grace,  and  faithfulnefa, 
for  every  promifed  benefit. 

.  1 6  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  who  niaketh^way 
in  the  fea,  and  a  path  in  the  mighty  waters; 
1 2  Which  bringeth  forth  the  chariot  land 
horle,  the  army  and  the  power;  They  Ihall 
Jie  dowi>  together^  they  fnall  riot  rife;  they 
are  extind,  they  are  quenched  as  tow. 

Thefe  words  may  he  confidered  as  a  folemu  con* 
firmation  of  the  preceding  articles  j  or  as  a  fplend4 
introduction  to  tne  fubfequent  paragraph  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  which  treats  of  another,  a  greater,  and  more 
glorious  work  of  divuie  grace.  Our  Prophet  feldom 
brings  a  meflage  from  God  to  his  people,  that  doth 
pot  cither  begin  or  conclude  with  fome  weighty  ar- 
gument, fuited  to  imprels  the  fubjeil  with  greater 
energy  on  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  A  ftriking  in- 
ilance  x)f  the  truth  of  this  remark  lies  now  before  us; 
whethef  the  words  be  fuppgfed  to  refer  to  what 
goes  before,  or  to  what  immediately  follows.  The 
charadler  claimed  by  Jehovah  in  this  exordium  hath 
an  obvious  allufion  to  the  great  deliverance  he 
wrought  of  old  for  his  people,  when  he  overthrew  Pha- 
raoh and  all  his  hofts  in  the  midft  of  the  fea.  This 
memorable  interpofition  in  favour  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  is  applied  to  many  events  which  bear  fome  re- 
femblance  to  it.  Thus  when  God  promifes  to  his 
church  liberty,  fecurity,  and  (alvauon,  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  Ifraelites  is  brought  into  view  ;  the  di- 
viding of  the  fea,  the  deftrudtion  of  th6  enemy,  the 
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paflage  through  the  defert  and  the  river  Jordan,  are 
(o  many  magnificent  objeds  which  arife  in  the  mind, 
— ^For  that  highly  favoured  people  the  Lord  made  a 
way  in  the  fea,  as  it  is  written,  Exod.  xiv.  21,  22, 

*  The  Lord  caufed  the  fea  to  go  back  by  a  ftrong 

*  eaft  wind  all  the  night,  and  made  the  fea  dry  land, 

*  and  the  waters  were  divided,  and  the  children  of 
"*  Ifrael  went  into  the  midft  of  the  fea  upon  dry 

*  ground,'  iifc.  Thus  did  the  Almighty  make  a  path 
in  the  great  waters. 

Who  bringetb  forth  the  chariot  ar^dhorfe,  &c.  What 
is  here  aftinned  perfedly  accords  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  event,  and  the  fong  to  which  it  refers,  u'here 
it  is  thus  written  :  *  Pharaoh's  chariots  and  his  hoft, 

*  hath  he  caft  into  the  fea ;  his  chofen  captains  alfo  are 

*  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea*,'  Iffc. — They  Jhall  lie  down 
together^  &c.  Various  expreffions  are  ufed  to  rcpre- 
fent  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Egyptians,  and  to  dif- 
play  the  majefty  and  power  of  God.  Notwithftand- 
ing  their  pride  and  infolence,  they  cannot  refift  the 
power  of  Jehovah,  but  fink  like  lead  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean. — They  are  e^tinS^  &c.  as  a  lamp 
whofe  oil  is  fpent,  and  whofe  light  is  gone  out — 
They  ere  quenched  as  tow.  Life  is  eafily  and  quickly 
cxtinguifhed,  as  the  wiqk  of  a  lamp  that  is  made  of 
tow,  when  dipped  in  water.  Thu?  fuddenly  were 
the  bolls  of  Pharaoh  drowned  in  the  fea.  \\\  this 
manner  doth  our  Prophet  contraft  the  folly  and  im- 
potence of  men,  with  the  wifdom  and  omnipotence 
of  Jehovah.— The  aftoni&iing  wonders  which  God 
wrought  for  his  people  of  old,  fuggeft  the  flrongeft 
encouKugement  to  expedl  farther  fignal  interpofitions 
in  behau  of  his  church.  We  may  queflion  the  abi- 
lity of  creatures  to  relieve,  becaufe  their  power  is 
circumfcribed ;  but  Jehovah  is  Almighty.  Though 
men  be  capable  of  communicating  afliftance,  they 
piay  be  deficient  in  wifdom  to  embrace  the  moll  pro- 
per feafon  of  exertion ;  but  God  is  omnifcient.     A 

Vol.  m.  3B         '  friend 

f  £xod.  XV.  4.  fee  alfo  chap.  xiv.  17,  18. 
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friend  may  poflefs  both  ability  and  prudence,  yet 
diftance  may  efFeftually  deprive  of  his  aid ;  but  the 
Mod  High  is  omniprefent.  Notwithftanding  man 
may  be  well  qualified  to  impart  all  needful  affiftance, 
his  kind  intentions  may  be  fruftrated  by  unexpefted 
diflblution  ;  but  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  is  the 
living  eternal  God.  He  who  hath  ability,  wifdom, 
iriendfhip,  and  opportunity,  may  not  have  inclina- 
tion to  do  us  good  ;  but  Jehovah  is  merciful  and  gra- 
cious, and  his  compaffions  fail  not.  He  knows  our 
neceflities,  our  infufficiency,  our  danger,  and  mifery, 
and  he  ftands  engaged  to  interpofe  for  our  falvation. 

1 8  ^  Remember  ye  not  the  former  things, 
neither  confider  the  things  of  old. 

Another  and  ftill  more  illuftrious  proof  of  the  di- 
vinity of  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  here  introduced,  in  or- 
der to  eflablifh  the  faith  and  hope  of  his  upright  fer- 
vants.  The  argument  is  derived  from  that  wonderful 
work  of  omnipotence,  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles 
from  dead  idols,  to  the  fervice  of  the  only  living  and 
true  God.  The  former  things  alluded  to,  were,  I 
fuppofe,  the  important  temporal  benefits  conferred 
upon  the  church  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Mefliah ;  fuch  as  the  redemption  of  the  Ifraelites 
from  the  power  of  the  Egyptians,  their  introdudion 
into  the  land  of  Canaan,  their  deliverance  firom  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  opprefTed  them  in  time  of  the 
Judges,  and  from  the  Ailyrian  army  that  aften;^'ard 
invaded  Judea — Their  return  from  captivity  at  Ba- 
bylon, the  deftruftion  of  the  Chaldean  empire,  which 
had  long  been  hoflile  to  their  interefk,  the  over- 
throw of  their  perfecutors  in  after  times,  and  the  re- 
ftoration  of  their  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  ftate,  by  means 
of  the  Maccabees.  Thefe  wonderful  works  of  divine 
Providence,  far  from  being  of  equal  magnitude  and 
importance,  with  that  great  event  which  oiu*  Plx)phet 
now  brings  forward,  he  would  have  the  people  of  God 
to  drop  in  fome'  meafure  the  contemplation  of,  that 
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they  might  fix  their  attention  on  the  more  illuftrious 
and  aftonifliing  works  of  divine  power  and  grace. 
Such  is  the  furpaffing  glory  of  the  benefit  he  is  going 
to  mention,  that  all  the  former  deliverances  wrought 
in  behalf  of  the  church,  were  comparatively  to  be 
overlooked  and  forgotten  ;  that  they  might  view  with 
the  higheft  admiration  the  pleafing  objeft  now  to  be 
exhibited.  The  mode  of  expretlion  here  adopted, 
plainly  intimates  the  fuperior  excellence  of  the  fubjedl 
he  is  about  to  treat,  to  thofe  comprehended  under  the 
name  of  former  things.  A  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  fort  occurs  in  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah,  chap, 
iii.  16.     *  In  thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  they  fhall 

*  fay  no  more,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord, 

*  neither  fhall  it  come  to  mind,  neither  Ihall  they 

*  remember  it,  neither  ftiall  they  vifit  it,  neither  fhall 

*  that  be  done  any  more.' — Why  ?  becaufe  a  new 
covenant,  and  a  more  glorious  deliverance .  was  to 
be  introduced,  far  tranfcending  thofe  of  foAier  times. 

19  Behold,  I  will  do  a  new  thing;  now  it 
Ihall  fpring  forth  ;  (hall  ye  not  know  it  ?  I  will 
even  make  a  way  in  the.wildernefs,  and  rivers 
in  the  defert. 

Admiring  attention  is  demanded  to  the  very  mo- 
mentous event,  which  is  defcribed  in  beautiful  figu- 
rative language.  In  this  pafTage,  the  refemblance 
betwixt  the  deliverance  of  the  poflerity  of  Ifrael  from 
their  Egyptian  and  Babylonian  captivities,  naturally 
prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  fpiritual 
deliverance  to  be  wrought  for  the  Gentiles  by  the 
mighty  arm  of  Jehovah.  The  converfion  of  the 
heathen  nations,  from  a  deplorable  into  a  happy  flate, 
is  emphatically  reprefented  as  a  new  thing  which 
had  never  before  happened.  The  expreflion  leads 
our  thoughts  to  that  important  benefit,  which  hath 
been  conferred  on  the  church  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment, ,  and  intimates  its  fuperior  excellence  to  thofe 
enjoyed  under  the  former  oecomomy.    The  ancient 
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prophets  by  this  defignation,  pointed  out  the  inefti- 
rnable  fpiritual  bleflings  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  God  under  the  gofpel.  Two  inftances  of  the  truth 
of  this  remark  may  fuffice  at  prefent,  Jeremiah  de- 
clared, '  Behold  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that 

*  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  houfe  of  If- 

*  rael,  and  with  the  houfe  of  Judah  ^.'  Ezekiel  pro- 
mifed,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God,  *  A  new  heart 

*  alfo  win  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put 
\  within  you,'  i5fc.\.  This  charaderiftic  diftiiiguilhes 
the  oeconomy  of  grace,  wherein  the  apoftleTaul  fays, 

*  All  old  things  are  palled  away,  and  ^11  thmgs  arc 

*  become  new  %*  They  are  juftly  denominated  new, 
becaufe  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  difpenfa- 
tion  they  did  not  exift,  and  are  now  fubftituted  in 
place  of  the  former  things  which  are  aboliflied ;  and 
as  in  all  refpefts  they  far  furpafs  them,  they  ought 
to  be  viewed  with  pleafure  and  admiration — ^Of  this 
new  thing,  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  it  is  af- 
firmed, 

Now  it  Jball  ff  ring  forth.  The  words  muft  be  un- 
derftood  according  to  the  prophetic  ftile,  in  which 
things  future,  that  feem  to  human  view  at  a  conG- 
dqrable  diftance,  are  fpoken  of  as  at  hand ;  to  inti- 
mate, that  in  the  fight  of  God,  a  thoufand  years  are 
as  one  day,  that  time  is  fiiort,  and  quickly  pafles  a- 
way,  and  that  the  predifted  event  (hall  certainly  be 
fulfilled  in  its  feafon.  Notwithftandmg  fcveral  ages 
were  to  elapfe  before  this  ptediftion  was  to  be  ac- 
complifhed,  it  was  to  fpring  forth  like  the  com  that 
grows  out  of  the  earth,  and  gradually  to  advance  to- 
wards its  completion ;  when  it  was  to  become  re- 
markably confpicuous,  and  highly  grateful  to  thofe 
who  on  this  account  were  to  glorify  the  God  of  If- 
rael. — Shall  ye  not  know  it?  The  upright  among  men, 
who  diligently  conlidered  the' ways  of  Providence, 
might  perceive  the  approaching  change  of  difpenia- 
tions;  and  that  from  the  period  wherein  the  Jews  re- 
turned from  captivity  to  their  own  land,  the  ^-ay 

was 
*  Chaf.  xx%i.  31.      f  Chap,  xxxvi.  26.       t  ^  Cor.  v.  17. 
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\ras  opening  for  the  manifeftation  of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  As  preludes  to  its  appearance,  from  that  time 
not  a  few  profelytes  were  made  to  the  Jewifli  reli- 
gion from  among  the  Babylonians,  the  Syrians,  the 
Perfians,  and  Egyptians  ;  by  means  of  whom,  God 
prepared  the  Gentile  nations  for  the  reception  of  the 
gofpel  of  Ghrift,  whereby  this  great  work  was  to  be 
confummated. 

/  will  even  make  a  way  in  ihe  wildernefs,  &c. 
Thofe  who  explain  this  predidtion  In  its  literal  fenfe, 
as  referring  to  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon 
to  their  own  land,  confider  it  as  containing  an  expli- 
cit aflbrance,  that  a  way  would  be  opened  for  them 
to  traverfe  the  defert  through  which  they  had  to  pafs ; 
and  that  they  were  to  be  favoured  with  a  miraculous 
abundant  fupply  of  water  for  then:  refrelhment. 
Though  it  might  have  a  primary  reference  to  that 
event,  yet  to  me,  it  appears  a  prophecy  of  the  Con- 
verfion  of  the  Gentiles,  which  ought  to  be  interpre- 
ted in  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  words.  In  this  view, 
the  expreffion  denotes,  that  God  was  not  only  to  pro- 
duce a  new  creation,  to  inftitute  a  new  oeconomy, 
and  to  confer  new  privileges  upon  the  church ;  but 
he  was  even  to  make  a  way  for  their  reconciliation, 
effeftual  vocation,  and  complete  redemption.  To 
the  Gentile  nations,  which  on  various  accounts,  as 
hath  been  already  obferved,  refembled  a  wild  uncul- 
tivated country,  God  was  to  give  a  certahi  rule  of 
faith  and  manners,  by  walking  according  to  which, 
they  were  to  attain  communion  v/ith  him  and  his 
people,  to  reach  irfdue  time  the  new  Jerufalem,  and 
to  poffefs  the  inheritance  of  the  world.  The  Al- 
mighty w^s  to  make  ample  provifion  alfo  for  relieving 
their  fpiritual  necefEties,  by  conveying  to  them  rich 
abundance  of  falutary  truths,  the  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
and  divine  confolations,  which  are  well  adapted  to 
folace  the  minds  of  men.  In  few  words,  by  means 
of  the  dodtrines  contained  vol  the  gofpel  of  Ghrift,  and 
the  inftrudions  delivered  to  them  by  the  fervants  of 
God^  in  fchools  feminaries  and  churches,  ihey  were 

largely 
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krgely  to  participate  of  thofefpiritual  benefits  which 
impart  refirefliment  and  fatisfadion  to  the  mind.  In  al- 
trfion  to  the  privileges  and  blcllings  wherewith  God 
enriched  the  children  of  Ifrael,  when  wandering  in  the 
dry  deferts  of  Arabia,  and  journeying  toward  the  in- 
heritance promifed  to  their  fathers,  our  Prophet  fore- 
lels,  that  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  favoured  with  fpi- 
ritixal  bieflings  correfponding  to  the  advantages  en- 
joyed by  the  pofterity  of  Jacob* — Grateful  to  the 
God  of  all  grace  for  thefe  predidions,  let  us  depend 
on  him  to  make  his  way  plain  before  us,  and  to  guide 
our  fteps  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs*  While  paf- 
fing  through  this  dry  and  barren  land,  let  us  look  to 
iim  for  thofe  reviving  comforts  which  are  indifpenfi- 
bly  requifite  to  gratify  the  longing  defires  of  travel- 
lers to  the  Zion  that  is  above. 

20.  The  beafl  of  the  field  fhall  honour  me, 
the  dragons  and  the  owls :  becaufe  I  give 
waters  ii>  the  wildernefs,  and  rivers  in  the 
defert^  to  give  drink  to  my  people,  my  cho- 
fen. 

The  happy  confequences  are  here  mentioned  that 
were  to  refult  from  the  accompliihment  of  the  pre- 
diction contained  in  the  preceding  verfe.  I  cannot 
think  that  the  creatures  deftitute  of  intelligence, 
which  are  fpecified  in  the  words  to  be  confider^, 
were  intended  to  be  the  fubjetfl  of  this  predidion; 
but  that  they  were  introduced,  fymbohcally  to  re- 
prefent  men  m  their  natural  ftate,  excluded  from  the 
communion  of  the  church— refiding  in  countries 
which  enjoy  not  the  benefit  of  ikcred  inftruftions— 
v;ho  are  ferocious  and  cruel — adihg  under  the  in- 
fluence of  umruly  paffions — and  addifted  to  thofe 
odious  vices,  which  proceed  from  difpofitions  analo- 
gous to  the  prevaiUng  temper  of  the  animab  whofe 
names  arc  mentioned.  In  our  progrefs  through  this 
lacred  book,  I  have  had  repeated  occafion  to  treat 
of  the  fubjed :    at  prefent  1  fliall  not  add  any 

thing 
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thing  to  what  hath  been  faid  *. — Dragons,  whiA 
are  wild,  hurtful,  and  dangerous  creatures,  may  fig- 
nificantly  denote,  rude,  barbarous,  malicious  people, 
— Owls,  that  cannot  endure  the  light,  that  have  a 
mournful  voice,  and  live  feparate  from  other  birds, 
may  reprefent  thofe  to  whom  the  light  of  truth  is  of- 
fenlive  ;  who  are  at  variance  with  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  High,  and  utter  things  truly  grievous  and  la- 
mentable. People  of  thefe  defcriptions,  God  declares 
(hall  honour  him — by  believing  in  his  exiftence,  per- 
feftions,  word,  and  providence ;  by  highly  efteem- 
ing  his  traufcendent  excellencies,  his  laws,  his  ordi- 
nances, and  falvation ;  by  giving  him  that  grateful 
homage  and  chearful  obedience  which  he  juftly  de- 
mands, and,  by  delighting  in  him  as  their  all-fuffi- 
cient  friend  and  portion. — Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye 
kindreds  of-  the  people,  the  honour  due  tmto  his 
name.  Let  every  one  form  the  devout  refolution  of 
the  royal  Pfalmift,  *  I  will  fpeak  of  the  glorious  ho- 

*  nour  of  his  majefty,  and  of  his  wondrous  works ; 
^  I  will  fpeak  of  the  might  of  his  terrible  adls,  and  I 

*  will  declare  his  greatnefsf . 

Becaufe  I  give  water sjn  thewUdemefs^  8tc.  Thefc 
words  affign  the  reafon  why  men  who  once  refem- 
bled  inferior  animals,  on  account  of  their  noxious 
difpofitions,  ought  to  celebrate  the  prdfes  of  Jeho- 
vah. In  his  adorable  providence  and  grace,  he  grants 
according  to  his  promife,  to  the  wildernefs  of  the  Gen- 
tile world,  the  truths  aad  ordinances  of  the  everlaft- 
ing  gofpel,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
like  waters  are  of  a  purifying,  refrefhing,  and  frudi- 
fying  nature.-^yf »rf  rivers  in  the  defert.  Conftant 
plentiful  fupplies  of  thefe  precious  bleffings  were  to 
be  every  where  difperfed  throughout  the  dry  and 
barren  regions  inhabited  by  the  Gentile  nations. — To 
give  drink  to  my  people.  The  abundant  communica- 
tion of  the  fpiritual  benefits  here  foretold,  were  intencj- 
cd  for  the  comfort  of  the  peculiar  people  of  God, 

whom 
♦  Sec  Chap.  xi.  6.        f  Pfiil.  cxlr.  5,  6. 
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whom  he  had  appropriated  to  hunfelf  as  the  objeds 
of  his  diftiiiguifliiDg  regard, — How  merciful  and  gra- 
cious is  God,  who  affords  his  highly  favoured  fervants 
feafonable  rich  fupplie^  of  the  beil  bleflings,  ^ven  in 
circumftances  wherein  they  could  be  lead  expeded ! 
He  perfedly  knows  their  wants,  their  fears,  and  dan- 
gers; he  fuits  his  mercies  to  their  neceffities,  which 
he  is  ever  ready  to  relieve.  Let  us,  then,  be  glad  an4 
rejoice,  and  give  honour  to  him  from  whom  alon^ 
Cometh  our  aid  and  falvation. 

2 1  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myfelf ; 
they  fhall  ihew  forth  my  praife. 

The  peculiar  people  of  God  are  here  reminded  of 
their  infinite  obligations  to  him,  and  the  delign  of 
their  formation.  The  devout  among  the  Jews,  with 
thofe  of  other  nations  who  were  to  be  incorporated 
with  th^m  into  one  body,  feem  to  have  been  the  peo- 
ple intended  in  tliis  expreffion ;  whofe  charader  the 
apoftle  Peter  thus  elegantly  defcribes,  *  Ye  are  a  cho- 

*  fen  generation,  a  royal  prieftbood,  a  holy  nation,  a 

*  peculiar  people,  that  ye  ihquld  Ihew  forth  the  prai- 
'  fes  of  him.  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs  in- 

*  to  his  marvellous,  light  */  •  Who  ip  time  paft  (he 
adds)  '  were  not  a  people,  but  are  now  the  people  of 
'  God ;   which  had  not  obtained  mercy,  but  xiow 

*  have  obtained  mercy.'  The  Lord  God  formed  their 
bodies  and  their  fpirits  within  them ;  he  endowed 
them  with  various  privileges,  fignificant  of  the  glo- 
rious prerogatives  he  ccmfers  upon  his  church  under 
the  New  Teftam^t*  By  his  Vfotd^  accompaiiied 
with  his  Spirit,  he.  conveyed  unto  them  fpiritual  life; 
he  fubdued  thofe  corrupt  paifipos  which  would  couo- 
terad  obedience  to  his  blefTed  will;  he  £ivoured  them 
with  the  tneans  of  falvation,  the  felicity  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  and  the  blefllngs  ccoitained  in  his  promifes;  he 
difpofed  them  to  the  exercife  of  devout  afiedions, 
.and  the  performance  of  good  works.    The  praife  and 

gloiy 
♦  I  Peter  ii.  9. 
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glory  of  this  wonderful  work  he  appropriates  to  hin?- 
idf,  9iid  exclulively  cJaiiQs  <is  his  due. — They  fhall 
fh.ewfor'thmy prayis—^hy  cordially  believing  the  truths 
i  have  reyealed,  and  the  proiiiiTes  I  iiaye  given ;  by 
fircody  relying  on  i»y  righteoufaefs,  power  and  grace; 
by  (J^iisgfating  in  my  falvation,  a,nd  in  the  way  of 
jay  commandni/ents.  If  umbly  fenfible  of.  tlieir  un- 
worthiokefs,  they  fliall  afcribe  10  me  the  glory  of  all 
the  mercies  they  enjoy  ;  they  fliall  depend  upon  me 
for  every  bleffing  that  they  need  ;  and  ynreferved- 
\y  fubmit  to  my,  difpenfations,  in  tbis  manner  re- 
commeadiug  my  fervice  to  aH  acound  them,-p-Such 
ase  dbe  noble  eiffe<ft&  produced  by  the  operation  of  the 
omnipoitenit  ^race  of^Jehovaii,  which  li'aiah,  (peaking 
io  hisjqame  brings  forward,  tpderaouftrate  hisfupreme 
.divioity  whoxs  the  God  of  IXrad.  What  a  ftjriking  proof 
4o  jthey  .exiiibit  of  this  niomeiatous  truth  !  Were  all 
the  gods  of  the  nations  to  unite,  they  could  produce 
Jiotjhmg  of  this  fort.  Had  mioiflers  of  the  gofpel  not 
ooly  the  .eloquence  of  men,  but  the  tongue  of  angels, 
And  feith  that  jthey  could  remove  mountains;  yet  they 
could  jiQt  poffibly  .efted,  by  their  own  power  and 
holinefs,  any  thing  equal  to  what  is  defcribed  in  thisf 
verfe. — iet  us,  then,  ihew  forth  the  praifes  of  God, 
who  jhath  formed  us  for  himfelf.  Let  us  ftudy  to 
«nder  his  ways  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  men,  by  a- 
daming  iiis  gdfpel,  by  doing  honour  to  our  profef- 
fion,  and  making  pur  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  as  to 
render  the  power  of  divine  grace  confpicuous,  and 
the  excellency  of  rehgion  admh'ed. 

22  But  thou  haft  not  called  upon  me,  O 
Jacob  ;  but.  thou  haft  been  v^eaty  of  me,  O 
Ifrael.  , 

The  Jevilh  church  was  compofed  of  two  different 
claffes  of  people  of  oppofite  characters.  The  greatef 
part  were  profligate  and  wicked,  who,  though  they 
fubmitted  to  perform  the  exterior  part  of  divine 
worlhip,  did  not  ferve>God  with  integrity  of  heart. 
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The  otljcr  part,  who  were  upiifrht  before  God,  were 
greatly  depreflTcd  with  abounding  iniquities,  and  the 
hmFuI  calamities  to  w^hich  the  nation  was  thereby  ex- 
pofed.  Kaiah,  having  comforted  the  lall  mentioned 
by  promifes  and  predictions  of  the  precious  benefits 
which  God  was  about  to  confer  upon  his  people,  pto^ 
ceeds  Iharply  to  reprove  others  of  the  community, 
remjirkable  for  their  criminal  indiflference  in  the  wor- 
fhip  of  God;  and  informs  them,  that  the  bleffings  he  ■ 
had  foret6ld  were  not  to  be  beftowed  for  their  fakes^ 
who  on  account  of  their  fins  deff  rved  dreadful  judg- 
rnents.  They  were  the  /fruits,  not  of  their  merits, 
but  of  the  rich  mercy  of  God. — But  thou  hajl  mi  caU 
led  upon  m^^  0  Jacob.  Calling  upon  God  fometimes 
irt  fcripture  denotes  fimply,  the  exercife  of  prayer ; 
at  other  times  it  is  ufed  in  ^  more  extenfivc  fenfe,  to, 
fignify  facred  fervices  in  general,  efpecially  that  in- 
vocation and  confeflion  of  his  name  which  proceeds 
from  the  belief  of  his  exiilfence,  perfeftions,  and  pro- 
.  vidence,  and  is  accom|)anied  with  good  w^orks.  This 
w-brfhip  was  inftituted  by  Jehovah,  that  his  people 
might  realize  his  prefence  and  attributes ;  that  they 
might  give  unto  him  the  glory  due  unto  his  name ; 
and  that  prefentiftg  themfelves  before  him  they  might 
adore  his  excellencies,  call  to  remembrance  his  mani- 
fold mercies,  and  fupplicate  his  enriching  blefling. — 
It  was  appointed  that  they  might  exprefs  in  various 
ways  their  conftant  dependence  upon  Gbd^  and  ac- 
knowledge  him  as  the  Father  of  lights,  from  whom  Co- 
meth down  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  requifite  to 
fupply  their  neceflities — ^That  their  minds  might  be 
employed  in  the  contemplation  of  his  glory,  and  that 
they  might  form  a  pradical  acquaintance,  with; the 
way  he  hath  opened  for  their  accefs  to  his  faifinite 
niajefty — ^That  they  might  enjoy  delightful  inter- 
courfe  with  hini,  whilft  he  aftbrds  themi  pleafing  in- 
timations of  his  loving  kindnefs ;  and  they  pour  out 
their  hearts  before  him  in  penitential  confeffions,  in 
grateful  acknowledgments,  and  ardent  defires — That 
being  relieved  oi  their  cares  and  forrows,  they  might 
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become  more  afraid  of  offending  him^  better  ac- 
quainted  with  their  duty,  ^nd  better  prepared  for  the 
performance  of  it ;  and  thus  be  trained  up  for  ferv- 
ing  him  in  his  heavenly  temple.  For  thefe  and  iimi- 
lar  important  purpofes  hath  the  Lord  God  required 
his  people,  whom  he  hath  formed  for  himfelf,  to  call 
upon  his  name. — How  atrocious,  then,  the  fin  with 
which  Ifrael  is  here  charged  I  It  refults  from  criminal 
infidelity  refpeding  tjie  providence  and  government 
of  God;  from  grofs  infenfibility,  fecurity,  and  indif- 
ference to  the  fubftantial  benefits  which  God  hath 
encomaged  his  people  to  expeft ;  and  the  want  of  a 
firm  perluafion  of  his  majefty  and  mercy,  who  fup- 
plies  the  neceffities  of  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth. 
J^jch  are  the  fatal  fources  from  whence  originate  the 
complaint  before  us.  • 

May  not  tlais  heavy  charge  be  brought  again  ft 
fome  of  yoUj  my  hearers?  Are  th-.re  any  of  younvho 
feftrain  prayer  before  God  ?  who  do  not  enter  into 
your  clofets,  as  our  Saviour  direds,  and,  having  fbut 
the  door,  pray  to  ypur  Father  who  feeth  in  fecret  ? 
Convinced  in  your  confciences  that  there  is  a  God 
that  judgeth  in  the  earth,  why  do  you  negledl  to 
converfe  with  the  God  of  your  life,  and  the  Giver  of 
all  good,  who  can  render  you  happy  or  miferable  for 
ever  ?  Why  do  you  flight  your  moft  valuable  privi- 
lege, your  greatfft  honour,  and  beft  intereft?  Why 
perfiil  in  the  omifllon  of  a  plain  commanded  duty, 
the  faithful  performance  of  which  might  prove  a 
fource  of  true  confolation,  and  prevent  thofe  painful 
flings  of  guilt  and  remorfe,  to  which  contempt  of  God 
/hall  certainly  give  occafion  ? — Arc  there  any  of  you 
who  negled  caUing  upon  God  in  your  families,  not- 
withflanding  you  are  daily  receiving  fruits  of  the  di- 
line  bounty,  and  new  domellic  comforts,  defl:itute  of 
which  you  ftiould  be  miferable  ?  What  ^  pity  that 
family  rehgion,  incidcaited  both  by  fcripture  pre- 
cepts and  examples,  and  eflential  to  the  happinefs 
of  all  under  yoiu;  ropf,  is  excluded  from  your  houfe ! 
flearken'to  the  word  of  the  Lord/  delivered  by  the 
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prophet  Jeremiah,  *  'thou  wilt  pbur  out  thy  fury  up. 

*  on  the  heathen  that  know  thee  not,  and  upon  the  fe- 

*  milies  that  call  not  on  thy  natrife*.'  AVouH  you  tlieft 
efcape  this  horrible  tempeft  of  divine  wrath,  whfch 
fhall  burft  forth  with  irrefiftible  violqiite,  on  ihofe  fo- 
cieties  that  rcfafe  to  give  unto  the  Lord  the  homage 
he  demands ;  attend  no  longet  to  the  fpfecious  pre- 
texts whereby  you  have  excufed  yourfclves  Froth  this 
pleafant  fervice,  which  is  highly  becoming  thofe  who 
dwell  together  in  unity.  Are  there  any  of  you  who 
feldom  worfliip  God  in  the  public  aflemblies  of  his 
f)eople?  You  well  know  that  Jehovah  hath  gracioufly 
promifed,  that  in  all  places  where  his  name  is  record- 
ed, *  1  will  come  unto  thee,  and  blefs  thee  f  :'  And 
that  he  hath  required  thdt/  we  forfake  not  the  aflem- 

*  bling  of  ourfelves  together'  in  his  houfe  without 
fufficient  reafon.  Do  you  fte  nothing  amiable  in 
the  courts  of  the  Lord  ?  Do  you  fet  ho'  value  on 
the  power  and  prefence  of  God  ?  Do  you  feel  no 
pleafure  in  the  communion  of  faints  ?  Do  you  want 
no  blefiing  from  God  ?  You  are  fenfible  that  the 
petitions  of  great  numbers  of  people,  tmking  in 
the  fame  requefts;  and  the  thankfgivings  of  many 
celebrating  the  fame  mercies,  are  more  likely  to 
be  regarded,  than  the  prayer  of  a  folitary  indivi- 
dual ;  and  notwithftanditig,  do  you  rarely  appear  iri 
God's  fanfluafy  ?  Negled  then  no  longer,  to  come 
with  the  multitude  that  keqp  holy-day  to  the  houfo 
of  the  X^rd ;  that  you  may  join  with  them  in  the 

.  vdice  of  joy  and  praife,  and  receive  the  bleffing,  e- 
ven  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  falvation.'^Are 
there  any  of  ypu  who  draw  nigh  to  God  with  your 
mouths^  Whilft  your  hearts  are  far  frgm  him  ?  The 
complaint  we  have  been  confidering  may  bcbrou^t 
againft  you,  that  was  preferred  againft  Ifrael,  Gpd 
is  a  Spirit ;  and  feeketh  fuchto  worlhip  hi^i  as  ferve 
him  in  Ipirit  and  in  truth.  He  holds  no  improtfaig 
intercourfe  with  bodies  whofe  minds  go  otlt  after 
covetoufnefs.    He  muft  have  fpirits  to  con\Trfe  With, 

*affimulated 
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aflrniula+ed  itttd  hh  refemblance,  eit^pl^ed  trith  ar- 
dent afFedion,  in  doing  him  homage*  The  worfbtp 
he  demands  and  accepts,  is  fpiritaal  pcirformed 
with  the  fpiiit,  and  the  tmderftanding,  through  the 
afflftaticc;  of  tb|^ Spirit  of  all  graee.  It  is  the  heart  of 
the  \frOTfhipper  that  God  chiefly  regards  •  if  that  l?c 
not  right  with  him,  all  exterQal  homage  is  only  vain 
oblatiorr,  which  cannot  afcend  "before  him  with. ac- 
ceptance.    Be  foHcitous  then,  that  yoti  become  *  the 

*  circumcifion,  who  worfhip  God  in  the  fpirit,  who 

*  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in 

*  the  fleih/ — I  hope  that  you  will  pardon  this  digref- 
fion.  If  I  havfe  deviated  from  the  plan  of  thefe  lec- 
tures, it  is  becaufe  Tarn  affedlionately  defirous  of  yout 
happmefs ;  and  could  not  let  flip  the  opportunity 
that  pr^fented  itfelf,  of  correcHiing  fome  bad  practices 
involved  in  the  charge  before  us. 

But  i^ou  baji  been  weary  of  me,  0  Ifrael.  Through 
their  natural  inconftancy,  and  the  prevalence  of  cor- 
•  rupt  paflionSjthey  engaged  with  reludance  in  the  du- 
ties of  divind  worlhip,  which  they  accoutited  grievous 
and  burderribme;  they  had  become  languid  and  temifs 
in  his  fervice,vlrhich  they  ought  to  hive  efteemed  holy, 
honourable,  and  a  delight.  Of  the  truth  of  this  com- 
plaint fome  affeding  inftances  are  recorded  in  the 
prophecies  of  Amos  and  Malachi.  In  the  days  of 
the  formet  prophet,  fuch  was  their  language,  proba^ 
bly  exprefled  in'  a  complaining  tone,  *  When  V/ill 

*  Ae  new  moon  be  gone,  that  \<re  may  fell  com  ?  and 

*  the  Sabbath  that  we  may  fet  forth  wheat'  ?*  In  the 
time  of  the  latter,  they  diicovered  the  fame  temper, 
when  they  faid  of  God's  fervice,  *  Behold  what  a  wea- 
'  rinefs  is  it,  and  ye  have  fnuffed  at  it,^  faith  the  Lord 
'  of  hofts  f .'  As  if  unacquainted  with  the  honour, 
and  happinefs  refulting  from  the  worlhip  of  God, 
they  bad  the  effrontery  to  fay,  ft  is  vain  to  ferve  God  : 
what  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  his  orduiances, 
that  we  have  walked  mournfully,  before  the  Lord  of 
hoils  ?  Thrfs,  under  the  influence  of  thofe  bad  dif- 

pofitions, 

♦  Chap.  viii.  5.      f  MaL  i,  13. 
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pofitjons,  which  induced  them  to  prefer  the  gratifi- 
cations of  fenfc,  to  the  fublime  pleafuresand  in^fti- 
mable  advantages,  enjoyed  in  the  fervicc  of  the  Moft 
High ;  tl^ey  rtianifefted  criminal  contempt  of  the 
favour  and  approbation  of  God ;  and  fhewed  the  ba- 
fed  ingratitude  for  his  exuberant  gcfcdnefs,  and  pa- 
temal  care.— Diligently  beware  of  this  odious  tem- 
per, which  extends  its  pernicious  influence  not  only 
to  nominal  profeflbrs  of  religion,  whofe  artificial  mo- 
tions depend  on  the  ^aufe  that  produced  them,  and 
which  ceafe  with  its  operation — but  to  the  people  of 
God,  when  tl^uey  becopie  languid,  and  negligent  in  the 
performance  of  duty  ;  when^heir  love  to  God  waxes 
cold,  and  the  impreflioh  of  the  excellence  and  im- 
portance of  divine  objefts  is  infeebled,  in  confequence 
whereof  they  grow  wisary  in  well  doing.  Endeavour 
then  to  be  adiVe,  vigilant,  and  diligent,  fer\'ent  iq 
fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord. 

23  Thou  haft  not  brought  me  the  fmall  cat^ 
tie  of  thy  burnt-offerings ;  neither  haft  thou 
honoured  me  with  thy  facrifices.  I  have  no? 
caufed  tliee  to  ferve  with  an  offering,  nor 
wearied  thee  with  incenfe. 

In  this  and  the  verfe  immediately  following,  fome 
inftances  are  fpecifjed,  wherein  Ifrael  teftified  their 
wearinefs  of  God. ,  Under  the  former  difpenfation, 
they  were  required,  by  divine  appointment,  to  oScx 
unto  God  two  lambs  of  the  firft  year  without  ble- 
milh,  day  by  day,  for  ^  continual  bumt-offedng ; 
and  on  the  Sabbath-day,  two  lambs  with  flour  and 
oil,  in  addition  to  )the  da^ily  offering.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  ^very  month,  on  the  14th  day  of  the  firft 
month,  on  the  day  of  prefenting  the  firft  fhiits,  and 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  feventh  month,  they  were 
commanded  to  offer  in  facrifice,  rams,  lambs,  ando; 
ther  animals ;  that  thereby  they  might  d6  hohour  to 
their  great  Lord,  fliew  their  obedience  to  his  autho; 
rity,  exprefs  their  gratitude- to  him  for  liis  goodnefs, 
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their  conftant  dependance  on  his  providence,  and 
tlieir  faith  in  the  great  facrifice  to  be  offered  hy 
Meffiah  in  the  fiilnefs  of  time.     This  homage  God 
complains  that  they  had  (hamefuUy  negleded  to  p^y 
him.    They  grudged  to  bring  even  their  fmall  cat- 
tle for 'the  facred  purpofes  juft  now  mentioned,  and 
when  they  brought  them,  rather  in  compliance  with 
cuftom  than  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command, 
they  did  not  intend  to  put  honour  on  God,  and  to 
ferve  him  in  the  manner  he  required. — This  crime  was 
highly  aggravated  by  the  following  circumftance — 
/  have  not  caufed  thee  to  ferve  with  an  offeringy  &c. 
The  facrrfices  which  God  required  from  the  children 
[      of  Ifrael,  though  they  were  numerous,  and  frequent- 
j      ly  repeated,  yet  did  not  afford  them  juft  reafons  to 
complain  of  the  Services  affigned  them.     Notwith- 
Handing  thofe  who  were  ill  affedled  toward  the  wor- 
fhip  of  God,  plainly  Ihewed  from  time  to  time,  that 
I      tljey  confidered  his  fervice  as  troublefome  and  grie- 
f      vous.— And  ftin,  alas!  there  are  within  the  precindls 
[      of  the  church,  people  who  by  their  condud:  difco- 
ver  this  odious  temper. 

24  Thou  haft  bought  me  no  fweet  cane 
with  money,  neither  haft  thou  filled  me  with 
the  fat  of  thy  facrifices  :  but  thou  haft  made 
me  to  ferve  witK  thy  fins,  thou  haft  wearied 
me  with  thine  iniquities. 

The  Moft  High  had  required  the  Ifraelites  to  bring 
fpices  alfo  for  the  anointing  oil,  and  fweet  incenfe 
to  burn  upon  the  golden  altar  before  the  ark  of  the 
teftimony,  as  a  fymbohcal  reprefentation  of  the  ac- 
ceptable mediation  of  the  great  high  prieft  of  our  pro- 
feflion.  yhis  requifition,  though  moderate  and  gra- 
cious in  its  defign,  was  alfo  negledted. — The  fweet 
cane  or  calamus,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the 
natural  produce  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  was 
brought  to  market  by  the  merchants  of  Dan,  and 
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Javan,  and  bought  with  money  hj  the  Jews  *.  la 
]HX)of  of  tliek  havin,^  been  weary  of  God's  fervice, 
they  did  not  purchalb  this  article  for  the  purpofes,  to 
which  it  ought  by  them  to  have  been  appropriatei 
— NeJf/jfr  hafi  ihm  filled  tne  with  the  fat ^  Su:.  So  in- 
tetxTible  were  they  of  their  unanifold.  oblig^tioQs  to 
.God ;  fo  ungrateful  for  his  benefits,  fo  rehidant  to 
pccform  the  rites  of  dd\ine  worihip,  that  they  did  »ot 
xnoiilen  his  altar,  as  tiiey  <)ught  (x)  have  done,  with 
the  fat  of  faciifices,  ^aad  oblations  acco^diag  to  his  ap- 
potntaojent. 

But  thou%afi  madie  me  to  ferve^  &c.  .  By  various 
ways  they  endeavoured  to  fiiake  God  partner  with 
them  m  their  tranigreflioins,  to  render  his  benefits 
and  his  inditutions  fuhfervieot  to  ithe  gratification  of 
their  corrupt  idifpo£tioQs,  and  thus  laid  him  midjer 
the  neceflSty  of  avengbg  their  crimes.  The  -contraft 
ilated  betwixt  thedi£peiilations  ofrGod  toward  them, 
and  their  condufi;  toward  him  is  cemaFkable,  ^d 
claims  attentbo.  God  did  not  afibrd  theBQ,  any  i«a- 
Ion  of  wearying  in  hisfervice  j  yet  they  wearied  hhn 
by  their  iniquities.  Notwithftariding  /the  oaany  mar- 
vellous things  which  he  did  ,for  them,  it  is  written 
they  finned  ftill  the  more.  They  converted  the  fruits  of 
his  bounty,  and  the  ordinances  of  his  inftitution,  into 
inftruraents  of  rebellion  againft  Jais  authority.  When 
h^  profpered  them  they  forgat  him ;  when,  he  chaf- 
tized  them  they  mumiurcd;  when  he  loaded  theai 
with  benefits  they  gave  him  caufe  to  fay,  I  am 
prefled  under  you,  as  a  cart  is  pretKd  with  (heaves. 
—In  the  fevend  articles  of  complaint  here  biougbt 
forward,  God  did  not  charge  the  Jewish  people  io 
much  with  the  omiflion  of  the  rites  ofhisworih^, 
in  performing  which  they  were  feldom  deficient ;  as 
witii  their  obferving  them  in  a  manner  whereby  he 
was  not  honoured  and  pleafed.  Many  of  them  con- 
fidered  the  eflence  of  religion  to  confift  in  thefc  car- 
nal ordinances  ;  whereas  they  were  only  temporary, 
and  circumftantial,  and  if  not  obfervcd  with  faitfa  in 

the 
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the  manner  enjoined ;  God  declared,  that  they  were 
deteflable  to  hun,  and  oot  available  to  any  good  pur- 
pofe.* — Such  were  the  charges  which  God  preferred 
by  our  Prophet,  not  againft  all  the  people  of  Ju- 
dah,  for  there  were  many  upright  fervants  of  God 
among  them ;  but  againft  the  greater  part,  who,  e<- 
fpeciaUy  under  the  reign  of  Ahaz  and  Manalleh, 
were  guilty  of  the  fins  above  mentioned. 

25  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy 
tranfgreflions  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  noi 
remember  thy  fins. 

In  thefe  words  Jehovah  folemnly  declares,  that 
the  moft  important  benefits  which  he  confers  upon 
his  people,  proceed  not  from  their  merits;  but  ori« 
ginate  folely  from  his  infinite  mercy  and  tender  com* 
pafijon,  who  is  the  author  and  finiHier  of  falvation. 
To  give  the  greater  force  and  energy  to  the  expref- 
fion,  the  words  are  repeated,  in  which  the  glorious 
prerogative  is  here  affirmed,  exclufively  of  all  others 
to  belong  to  the  Lord  :  1,  even  I,  am  he  who  only 
blotteth  out  tranfgreflions.  Who  can  forgive  llns  but 
God  alone?  He  only  that  made  the  law  which  is  vio- 
lated, cm  pardon  the  tranfgreffion ;  he  ooly  to  whom 
the  debt  is  owing  can  cancel  the  obligation;  he  only 
againft  whom  the  offence  had  been  committed  can 
icmit  the  punilhment.  To  grant  the  pardon  of  fin, 
there  muft  be  united  in  him  who  beftows  itj 
perfca  knowledge  oS  the  nature,  the  aggravations, 
and  the  defert  of  fin;  power  fufficient  to  punilh  it  as 
it  deferves,  fo  that  the  exercife  of  this  triumphant 
ad  of  mercy,  require?  both  omnipotence  and  omni- 
icience.  Accordingly  Jehovah  hath  appropriated  to 
himfelf,  the  communication  of  this  precious  bleiiing. 
Of  old  he  proclaimed  his  name,  •  The  Lord  God  mer- 

*  ciful  and  gracious,  long  fufiering,  and  abundant  in 

*  goodneiis  and  truth ;  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands, 

*  forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreflion  and  fin,'  isfc.  f    If 

3  D  every 

*  Jcr.  vii.  it^et/eq.         f  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7. 
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every  creature  operates  by  divine  appointment  ac- 
cording to  its  nature,  he  who  eftablifhed  that  order, 
muft  delight  in  the  exercife  of  that  mercy  which  is 
eflential  to  his  character.  Indeed  he  hath  declared 
m  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  hath  no  pleafurc 
in  the  death  of  the  wicked;  but  that  the  wicked  turn 
from  his  way  and  hve  *.  And  to  open  the  way  for 
the  honourable  difplay  of  his  tender  metcy,  he  train- 
ed up  his  church  under  the  former  ceconomy,  in  the 
^peftation  of  that  great  atonemefnt,  which  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time  was  to  be  made  by  Meffiah  ;  who  was 
to  become  the  propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  world ; 
that  God  might  be  juft  as  well  as  merci&l,  in  giving 
the  moft  illuftrious  proofs  of  his  pardoning  mercy, 

/  am  he  that  biotUth  out  thy  tranfgrefflonsy  &c- 
The  expreffion  is  figurative,  and  may  allude  to  the 
ancient  praAice  of  writing  on  a  table  covered  with 
wax,  which  being  fmoothed,  the  writing  was  altered 
or  cancelled  at  pleafure — or  to  the  method  of  difchar- 
giog  debts  ufed  by  fome  people  who  blot  them  out, 
and  draw  lines  through  that  part  of  the  book  wherein 
tliey  were  written — or  to  what  is  recorded.  Numb. 
v.  23.  where  the  prieft  under  the  law,  was  required 
to  engrofs  certain  curies  in  a  book,  which  were  ta 
be  expunged^  by  the  bitter  water  there  mentioned. 
To  which  ever  of  thefe  pradices  the  expreffion  re- 
fers, it  fignificantly  reprefents  the  benefit  here  in- 
tended ;  whereby  fi^  is  fo  completely  taken  away,  in 
virtue  of  the  perfed  obedience  and  atonement  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  it  fliali  never  more  be  laid  to  the  charge 
of  thofe  who  are  forgiven  ;  all  the  curfes  denounced 
againft  tranfgreffion,  being  removed  by  the  bitter 
fiifFerings  of  the  great  Redeen^jcr.  This  ineftimable 
bleffing,  the  Lord  God  faith  he  confers  far  his  own 
fake'y  that  he  may  manifeft  the  glory  of  his  great 
name ;  that  he  may  difplay  the  amiable  perfedions 
of  his  nature  ;  demonftrate  the  equity  as  well  as 
clemency  of  his  government;  put  honour  on  the  me- 
diation of  his  Son ;  and  have  his  praifes  celebrated 

throughout 
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throughout  the  church. — ^That  the  nature  and  extent 
of  this  privilege  might  be  well  underftood,  it  is  far- 
ther  defcribed  in  the  laft  claufe  of  this  verfe*  And 
will  not  remember  ibyjini^  I  will  not  fo  call  them  to 
mind  as  to  puniih  them,  and  inflid  the  calamities 
they  deferve ;  but  having  abfolved  from  guilt,  and 
forgiven  you  all  trefpaffes^  I  will  aft  toward  you  as 
fully  acquitted  from  the  charges  formerly  brought  a- 
gaiift  you. — After  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  cap- 
tivity at  Babylon,  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  com- 
fortable experieace  of  the  truth  of  this  declaration, 
according  to  his  promife  by  thq  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  I 

*  will  cleanfe  them  from  all  their  iniquity,  whereby 

*  they  have  tinned  againft  me  ;  and  I  wiU  pardon  all 

*  their  iniquities*.' — Still  howeverthere  was  a  remem- 
brance of  fins  by  the  facrifices  that  wereoffeced,  which 
could  not  make  the  comeris  thereunto  perfed  ;  com^ 
plete  forgivenef8,in  the  full  fenfe  of  the  exprelfions  we 
have  been  confidering,  being  one  of  the  choice  fruits 
of  the  redemption  obtained  by  Jefus  Chriil. — Coa- 
templating  with  admiration  and  gratitude,  the  amia- 
ble charadcr  which  the  Lord  God  hath  here  al^ 
fumed,  let  us  eameftly  pray,  that  he  will  be  pleaf- 
ed to  grant  Us  this  unportant  blefiing  with  all  its  hap- 
py confequences. 

26  Put  me  in  reniembrance :  let  us  plead 
together  :  declare  thou,  that  thou  mayeft  be 
juftified.  .       . 

To  convince  the  Jewifti  people  of  their  public  de- 
fedion,  and  the  utter  infufficiency  of  their  claim  to 
any  favour  on  account  of  their  own  merits;  God  cal- 
led upon  them,  to  produce. any  ground?  whereupon 
they  could  fupport  their  pretenfions.  Such  is  the 
clemency  of  the  diving,  procedure  toward  men,  that 
they  enjoy  fair  opportunity  of  dating  every  thing 
that  may  tend  to  their  exculpation.  Such  is  the  con- 
^mmate  equity  of  the  divine  adminiflration,  that 

God 
♦  Jer.  zxxiii.  8. 
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C-od  doth  not  execute  righteous  judgments,  until 
iren  are  llou  cd  to  bring  forward  the  vindication  of 
their  tharader  and  condud.  The  Jewi(h  people  had 
alledged,  that  their  crimes  were  greatly  aggravated, 
and  that  t  e  merit  of  their  performances  was  much 
depreciated  and  forgotten.  That  this  matter  might 
be  impartially  difcufled,  God  condefcends  to  fubmit  it 
to  trid,  that  it  might  appear  whether  or  not  this  was 
indeed  the  cafe. — Put  nn  in  remembratuej  ^c.  when, 
and  \^  here,  and  y  which  of  my  fervants  any  injuf« 
tice  hath  been  done  to  you,  in  the  reprefentarions 
given  of  your  condud.  On  the  fuppofition  that  any 
one  inflance  of  this  fort  may  have  efcaped  my  me- 
mory, 1  call  upon  you  to  put  me  in  mind  of  it.— 
Let  us  plead  together.  Let  the  controverfy  be  agita- 
ted with  candour  and  integrity.  Bring  forward  your 
defence  of  thofe  adions,  with  which  you  have  been 
charged  as  criminal ;  fpecify  your  good  deeds,  your 
beft  fervices,  that  we  may'  fee  whether  your 
crimes  or  merits  are  moft  confideiable, — Declare  then. 
Make  a  free  and  full  deciararion  of  whatever  you 
apprehend  may  ferve  your  caufe,  and  tend  to  your 
exculpation-*- T^A^/  thou  mayeft  be  ju/iifiedy  ab£bl- 
ved  from  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  againft 
you,  and  acquitted  from  the  punifhment  which  the 
crimes.deferved,  you  were  faid  to  have  committed* 

27  Thy  firft  father  hath  finned,  and  thy 
teachers  have  tranigrefled  againft  me. 

Another  inftance  is  here  fpecified,  of  the  general 
tevdt  of  the  Jewilh  church  from  the  fervice  of  God; 
which  e^ten&d  not  only  to  the  common  people,  but 
to  the  principal  perfons  among  them  who  were  inveft* 
ed  with  iacred  liffices.  Conunentators  have  adopt- 
ed difierent  opinions  refpedling  the  perfon  denomina- 
ted the 'firft  father.  Some  have  fuppofed  that  Adam 
the  firft  parent  of  the  lumuui  race  is  intended ;  fcnne 
have  ailedged  that  Abraham  the  renowned.  pcoge< 
nitor  of  the  Jewifti  nation  is  meantj  whilft  others  have 

maintained 
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maintained  that  Urijah  who  was  chief  prieft  among 
that  people  in  the  days  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah,  was 
the  perfon  of  whom  our  Prophet  fpeaks.  What  is 
ftiid  is  true  of  each  of  them.  Adam  finned  in  eating 
the  forbidden  fruit ;  Abraham  in  calling  in  quellion 
the  truth  of  the  promife  given  him  by  the  Lord  God ; 
♦  and  Urijah.  in  building*  an  alt^r  after  the  pattern 
fent  him  by  Ahaz  from  Damafcus ;  and  in  afting 
according  to  the  orders  he  received  from  that  prince, 
contrary  to  the  divine  command.  As  I  do  not  per- 
ceive the  propriety  of  introducing  either  of  the  two 
former  into  this  argument,  which  was  intended  to 
convince  the  Jews,  that  they  were  guilty  of  thofe 
enormous  crimes  which  brought  upon  them  the  fe- 
vere  judgments  of  God ;  I  am  indined  to  think  that 
the  high  prieft  is  here  meant.  To  his  everlafting 
reproach  it  is  recorded  in  the  facred  hiftory,  that  he 
^ded  altogether  inconiiitently  with  his  character  and 
ofiice  f .  Among  the  Hebrews,  the  priefts  were  well 
known  by  the  refpedable  name  of  fathers,  as  feems 
evident  from  Judg.  xvii.  10.  And  the  chief  prieft 
was  the  firft  father,  the  principal  guardian  of  reli- 
gion J  the  firft  man  in  point  of  office  and  dignity  in 
the  church.'  Notwithftanding  in  that  high  charac- 
ter he  greatly  finned. 

And  thy  teachers  have  tranfgrejfed  a%ainji  me.  The 
Hebrew  word  fignifies  alfo  thy  interpreters,  whofe 
bufinefs  is  to  explain  the  import  and  defign  of  facred 
truths,  precepts,  and  inftitutions — or  thy  intercelfois, 
whofe  employment  is  to  offer  facrifices  unto  God ; 
and  to  plead  with  him  in  behalf  of  the  people,  for 
the  mercies  he  hath  promifed  to  beftow.  Men  in  this 
facred  profeflion  had  joined  with  the  high  prieft,  in 
apoftatizing  from  God,  and  cormpting  the  ordinan- 
ces of  his  inftitution.  This  appears  plainly  to  have 
been  the  cafe,  from  2  Chron.  xxx.  3.  where  it  is 
written,  that  when  Hezekiah  fent  letters  to  all  Ifrael 
and  Judah,  to  come  and  keep  the  paflbver  to  the 
Lord  God  rf  ifrael,  they  could  not  obferve  it  at  that 

time, 
•  Gen.  XV.  8*         f  Sec  2  Kings.  xvK  lO,  ttfeq. 
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time,  becaufe  the  priefts  had  not  faridificd  themfelvea 
fufEciently. — How  deplorable  the  ftate  of  the  church, 
when  not  only  the  common  people,  but  the  chief 
office  bearers  take  an  a(5kive  part  in  promoting  the 
general  defeftion  from  the  fervice  of  God,  and  grie* 
voufly  tranfgrefs  againft  him  with  'Ivhom  they  ought 
eameftly  to  intercede,  not  only  for  tbemfelves  but 
for  thofe  in  whofe  behalf  they  officiate. 

28  Therefore  I  have  profaned  the  princes 
of  the  fanduary,  and  have  given  Jacob  to  the 
curfe,  and  Ifrael  to  reproaches. 

God  having  exercifed  much  long-fuffering  toward 
the  apoftate  Ifraolitifh  church,  which  perfifted  in  i- 
dolatry  ar^d  other  crimes  ;  and  the  leading  people  a- 
mong  them,  who  had  proftituted  their  dignity  to 
the  worft  of  purpofes — he  folemnly  declares  that  he 
would  inflid  upon  them  righteous  judgments,  and 
punifh,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  thofe  who  were  employ, 
cd  in  miniftering  in  his  lanftuary.  That  the  punipi- 
ment  to  be  inflided  by  divine  vengeance,  might 
correfpond  to  the  crime  for  which  it  was  executed, 
Jehovah  threatened  to  profane  thofe  who  had  pro- 
faned and  poured  contempt  on  his  authority,  his 
houfe,  altar,  and  worftiip,  and  treated  them  in  an 
irreverent  manner ;  1.  e.  to  deliver  them  to  the  will 
of  their  enemies,  by  whom  they  were  to  be  reduced 
to  the  moft  humiliating  diftrelfes.  He  farther  de- 
clared his  fixed  determination  of  giving  Jacob  to  the 
curfe,  fcfe*.  involving  in  it  the  moft  terrible  calami- 
tie^  and  among  others,  the  greateft  reproach  and 
contempt.— -This  awful  denunciation  was  according- 
ly executed  under  the  reign  of  Manafl'eh,  and  the 
other  kings  of  Judah  who  fucceeded  Jofiah  *.  From 
many  of  the  difcduries  of  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  wc 
learn,  that  in  their  days  the  temple  and  worfhip  of 
God  were  fhockingly  profaned,  and  that  corruption 
dreadfully  prevailed  among  the  people  f  •     On  thefe 

accounts 

•  Sfcc  2  Kings,  xxi.  4,  etjtq^        f  Sc^  Jc/,  xjtxii.  32. 
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accounts  the  Lol-d  who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 
delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Chaldeans ;  who 
divefted  the  priefts  of  their  fundions,  fpoiled  them, 
and  reduced  them  to  a  level  with  the  meaneft  o£  the 
people,  who  were  configned  to  captivity  and  flaughtcr 
— And  afterwards  he  gave  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
Romans,  hy  whom  they  were  flain  by  the  fword,  and 
perilhed  under  the  moft  dreadful  calamities. — Would 
you  then  efcape  the  awful  judgments  by  which  they 
were  defolated,  avoid  thofe  fins  which  brought  upon 
them  the  curfe,  the  moft  terfible  deftrudion,  which 
rendered  them  a  reproach  and  a  derifion  ;  and  im- 
plore mercy  from  God  to  pardon  our  fins,  and  heal 
our  backflidings. 


CHAP.     XLIV. 

YET  now  hear,  O  Jacob,  my  fervant ;  and 
Ifrael,  whom  I  have  chofen. 

In  the  firft  five  verfes  of  this  chapter,  which,  as 
I  fuppofe,  contains  the  laft  fedlion  of  this  difcourfe  j 
God  gracioufly  comforts  his  church  with  pronlifes  of 
the  moft  excellent  benefits,  amidft  the  awful  judg- 
ments he  had  denounced  againft  the  hypocritical  and 
profane.  Indeed,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  pro- 
phetical oration,  there  alternately  occurs  the  moft  ter- 
rible threatenings  againft  the  impenitent,  and  the 
moft  reviving  aflurances  to  the  chofen,  called,  and 
faithful.  Having  predided  the  great  calamities  which' 
were  to  be  inflided  upon  the  wicked,  who  were  to 
be  delivered  to  the  curie,  of  which  reproach  and  con- 
tempt are  eflential  ingredients;  the  Lord,  by  the  Pro- 
phet, calls  for  attention  from  the  children  of  Jacob, 
whom  he  named  Ifrael.  This  demand,  which  was 
primarily  made  on  the  natural  pofterity  of  that  pa- 
triarch, extends  to  all  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  ;  foi: 

wha&t.:*evcr 
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whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were  writ- 
ten for  our  learning,  that  we,  through  patience  and 
comfort  of  the  Scriptures,  might  have  hope.  Hearken 
then,  men  and  brethren,  with  devout  attention  and 
diligent  application  of  mind,  fo  as  to  underftand,  be- 
lieve, and  obey  the  word  of  God. — Compliance  with 
this  call,  is  urged  from  the  intimate  conne6tion 
wherein  you  ft  and  to  the  Moft  High,  like  the  pa- 
triarch and  his  pofterity,  you  are  the  fervants  of  Qxi, 
w^ho  are  admitted  to  participate  in  the  privileges  of 
his  family,  to  whom  he  communicates  the  knowledge 
of  his  will,  and  whofe  chief  employment  confifts  in 
receiving  his  dire6lion,  in^xecuting  his  pleafure,  and 
fubmitting  to  his  appointments — And  Ifrael  whm 
be  bath  chofen,  of  his  good  pleafure,  that  you  may  be 
his  peculiar  treafure.  AH  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed 
are  diftinguifhed  in  fcripture  by*  this  defignation: 
they  are  the  chofen,  and  the  cleft  of  God,  whom 
hath  appropriated  to  himfelf,  as  his  peculiar  people, 
and  from  whom  he  expefts  prompt  obedience  to 
whatfoever  he  requires. — To  whom  ihould  fer\'ants 
Men  but  to  their  Mafter,  who  hath  appointed 
them  to  hold  this  ftation  and  office.  Hearken 
then  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  addrefles  to 
you.  Hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  i'peak;  look  to  him, 
that  he  may  accompany  his  word  with  power  aiid  ef- 
ficacy ;  and  ^onfider  it  as  particularly  defigned  for 
your  inftrudion.  Guard  againft  every  thing  tha^ 
might  diftrad  your  attention,  or  that  might  efface 
any  good  impreflions  thereby  made  upon  your  mind, 
and  hinder  you  from  bringing  forth  fruit  unto  life 
everlafting. 

2  Thus  faith  the  LORD  that  made  thee, 
and  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  wbicb  will 
help  thee;  Fear  not,  O  Jacob,  my  fervantj 
and  thou,  Jefurun,  whom  I  have  chofen. 

To  excite  the  clofeft  attention  to  what  followsi 
the  iubject  is  iutioduced  with  great  folemnity ;  an4 

the 
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the  Lard  God  again  reminds  his  people  of  their  inti- 
mate amnedion  with  him, — Thus  faith  the  L^d^ 
the  omnipotent  Jehovah,  who  gave  being  to  the  pa- 
tiiarch  Jacob,  and  to  ail  his  natural  pofterity,  that 
were  called  by  his  name :  who  foon  after  he  brought 
them  out  of  Egypt,  formed  them  into  a  church,  and 
enriched  themudth  many  precious  blelfings.  Though 
great  part  of  them  were  carnal,  and  walked  as  men, 
yet  among  them  were  God*s  chofen  fervants ;  who 
in  a  fpirituai  fenfe,  were  fonned  to  Ihew  forth  his 
praifes ;  on  whom  he  conteired  fignal  benefits,  re* 
prefenting  the  ineftimable  privileges  enjoyed  by  thofe 
<jrho  are  Ifraelites  indeed— JTAt?  wilt  h^lp  thee,  under 
the  weaknefles  witli  which  thou  art  diftreffed,  to  fur- 
mount  difficulties  and  dangers ;  who  will  uphold  thee 
when  ready  to  fall,  and  enable  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous fervices  affigned  thee  j  who  will  go  before  thee, 
as  your  guide,  and  be  at  your  riglit  hand  that 
you  fliall  not  be  moved.  At  all  times,  and  in  every 
ftate,  you  (hall  have  all  neceflary  afliftance  and  re- 
lief,  fo  that  as  your  day  is,  fo  fhall  be  your  ftrength. 
r^Fear  not.  Frojuently  is  this  important  diredion 
repeated  in  thefe  prophecies.  Perplexing,  difinaying 
fears,  are  apt  to  feize  on  the  people  of  God  on  vari- 
ous occafions ;  efpecially  when  called  to  arduous  fer- 
vices, when  apprehenfive  they  are  in  dangerous  cir- 
cumftances,  and  when  they  receive  particular  mef- 
iages  ftom  God.  Defpondency  and  timidity  in  fuch 
feaibns,  are  highly  unbecoming  the  fervants  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  unfuitabk  to  the  intimate  relation  whereia 
they  ftand  to  him  who  is  their  help  and  deliverer* 
They  are  therefore  again  called  upon,  to  banilh  from 
their  minds  thofe  anxious  difquieting  fears,  which 
indifpofe  them  for  performing  aright  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  them,  and  for  fuftaining  with  patience 
and  fortitude  the  afflidbns  wherewith  they  are  vilit- 
cd. — ^To  inculcate  with  the  greater  energy  compli- 
ance with  this  admonition,  the  name  of  Jacob  is  a- 
gain  repeated,  and  that  of  Jefurun  is  added.  The 
flame  Jefurun,  which  is  four  times  given  to  the  peo- 
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pie  of  Ifrael  in  the  facred  oracles,  is  probably  derived 
from  a  Hebrew  word  that  fignifies  upright.  This 
defignation  might  be  given  to  them,  becaufe  they 
were  inftruded  to  entertain  right  fentiments  con* 
ceming  the  exiftence,  the  perfedlions,  and  providence 
of  God ;  becaufe  they  protefled  the  true  religion,  and 
among  them  were  many  upright  worlhippers  of  the 
living  God.  Perfons  of  this  charader  ought  not  to 
indulge  in  diltrelling  fears,  but  conftantly  to  truft  in 
their  fure  and  all-fufficient  help,  and  to  hearken  to 
his  faithful  word,  which  faith, 

3  For  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is 
thirfty,  'and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I 
will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my 
bleffing  upon  thine  offspring  : 

As  a  fure  ground  of  confolation  to  the  fervants  of 
God, 'explicit  aflurance  is  given  them  of  the  abun- 
dant communication  of  fpiritual  bleffings,  promifed 
in  an  agreeable  variety  of  expreflion,  in  which  our 
Prophet  becomes  his  own  interpreter.  The  benefits 
to  be  beftowed,  are  iignificantly  reprefented  by  the 
ufeful  element  of  water — The  rich  abundance  with 
which  they  are  to  be  conveyed,  is  intimated  in  the 
coniparifon,  as  floods ;  and,  left  their  nature  might 
be  miltaken,  they  are  denominated  God*s  Spirit  and 
bleffing. — ^The  renewing,fan6lifying,  and  comforting 
influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  often  fpoken  of 
in  fcripture  under  the  name  of  water*,  whrch  when 
received  into  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  is  moft  refrelh- 
ing,  and  fometimes  medicinal ;  when  apphed  to  the 
hands  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  it  ferves  to  cleanfc 
and  purify.  But  the  allufion  here,  is  to  the  water 
that  comes  down  in  rain  from  above,  and  faUs  upon 
the  earth.  This  precious  benefit  is  the  gift  of  God, 
who  conveys  it  from  the  large  repofitories  of  the 
plouds,  and  difpenfes  it  in  larger  or  leflTer  mcafures, 
according  to  his  good  pleafure.     Hence  thefe  words 

•  John  vix.  37,  38,  39. 
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of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  Are  there  among  the  va- 

•  nities  of  the  Gentiles  that  can  caufe  rain,  or  can 

•  the  heavens  give  (howers  ?  Art  not  thou  he,  O  Lord 

•  our  God,  therefore  we  will  wait  upon  thee  ^  ?'  The 
water  which  falls  from  heaven,  moiilens,  foftens, 
beautifies,  and  fertihzes  thp  earth  into  which  it  fokes. 
On  thefe  and  fimilar  accounts,  it  affords  a  figni- 
ficant  emblem  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  come  down  from  the  Father  of  lights ; 
being  the  enriching  donation  he  bellows  upon  his 
church,  and  which  he  difpenfes  in  every  place,  and 
to  every  one  Severally  as  he  will.  Like  water  that 
falls  gently  in  rain  upon  the  ground,  the  Spirit  of 
God  mehorates,  foftens,  adorns,  and  firudifies  the 
hearts  of  men  to  which  he  is  communicated.  He 
quickens,  he  fandifies,  he  ftrengthens,  and  com- 
forts ;  he  renders  fruitful  in  every  good  work,  and 
caufes  to  increafe  in  the  knowledge  of  God.  He  ad- 
minifters  all  that  is  requifite  to  the  growth  of  the 
fpiritual  life,  to  progrefs  in  the  ways  of  God  ;  and 
produces  thofe  happy  efFedls  in  the  minds  and  lives 
of  men,  whereby  they  adorn  their  profeflion,  and 
from  whence  they  may  fafely  infer,  that  they  are 
beloved  of  God.— Such  is  the  nature  and  effects  of 
the  ineftimable  blefling  which  Jehovah  promifes. 

To  pour  in  fioods^  in  vaft  plenty  on  thofe  who 
are  here  defcribed.  The  Hebtew  word  fignifies 
to  pour  any  liquid,  fo  that  it  fhall  adhere  and 
foke  into  the  fubftance  on  which  it  falls ;  that  if 
hard,  it  may  mollify  it ;  if  hot,  it  may  cool ;  if  defi- 
led, it  may  take  off  every  impur-ty.  What  a  noble 
difplay  of  the  divine  goodnel's  and  liberality  is  here 
exhibited  by  Jehovah,  who  promifes  to  impart  to  his 
church,  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Spirit,  iu  fuch 
rich  abundance,  as  the  clouds  pour  down  rain  upon 
the  earth,  when  vifited,  and  watered,  and  greatly 
enriched  with  the  river  of  God ;  when  the  ridges 
thereof  are  watered,  and  the  furrows  thereof  fettled  ! 
What  wonderful  extraordinary  effeds  doth  he  pro- 
duce 
*  Chap.  xlv.  22. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4oa  LECTURES  cm  raa      Chap.  XUVl 

diice  by  renovating  the  facidtics;  and  difpofitioBs  of 
men,  and  by  forming  them  to  a  new  coune  of  aftion; 
in  confequencc  whereof  th^  become  the  woikmao- 
fhip  of  God,  created  in  Chrtft  Jefus  unto  good  wmi^s; 
He  interefts  in  the  all-fufficient  Saviour,  who  reficiKr 
from  the  ciufe  and  everlafting  contempt,  and  reflwes 
to  forfeited  favour  and  feUcity ;  he  imparts  the  moft 
amiable  graces  with  all  necef&ry  confolarimi,  and 
prepares  for  the  enjoyment  of  God.  He  caufes  them 
that  love  him  ta  inherit  fubftance,  and  fills  all  tbeif 
treafures.  The  powerful  argument;  therefore  by 
which  Jefu&  Chrift  urges  to  faith,  and  importunity  m 
prayer,  is  thus  ftastcd  by  the  apoftle  Matthew,  *  If  ye 
t  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unta 

*  your  children ;  how  much  mca^  fhall  your  Fathef 

*  who  is  iu  heaven  give  good  things  to  them  thataflc 

*  him*  r  Is  thus  expreffibd  by  the  Evangelift  TjAc,. 
t  How  much  more  fliall  your  heavenly  Father  give 

*  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  aik  himf  /  Thiri&tfae 
bleffing  mentioned  in  the  laft  claufe  of  the  verfe  j 
the  blefling  of  bleflings,  their  fum  Mid  fuhftaoce^ 
which  imparts  true  happinel's  to  all  who  thankfullji 
accept  of  it ;  and  which  God  pxomiies  to  pour, 
and  to  give  as  floods,  aiKl  elfewhere  to  open  the  wifi^ 
dows  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  a  blelEng,  that  these 
&all  not  be  room  enough  to.  contain  itit^.-^-^onfider 
next  the  defcription  of  thofe  to  whom  this  (mmiifiB 
fliall  be  verified. 

The  thirfly  and  the  dry  gratrnd^  &c.  If  thefe  ex- 
preffions*  are  intended  to  fignify  di&rent  claflea  of 
people,  the  former  may  denote,  in  a  figurative  iienfc, 
the  Jews  who  had  not  yet  received  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
in  that  plentiful  meafure  which  they  eanie^y  defi- 
red,  and,  unfatistied  with  preient  enjoyments,  were 
ardently  longing  for  farther  communications  of  di- 
vine grace,  and  the  fa:  ration  of  the  Lord.  The  lat- 
ter may  fignify  the  Gentiles,  who  had  not  been  fe- 
voured  with  divine  gh*  i.ances  and  divine  influences^ 
whofe  condition  hatii  been  exhibited  in  preceding 

paflages 

*  Matth.  vii«  ii.        f  Chap.  xi»  13.        X  MaU  iii.  10* 
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piflbgcs  (^  thefe  prophecies,  as  uncultivated  and  bar« 
len,  itfemhling  a  wilderaefs.  The  promife  may  in^ 
deed  he  confidered  as  given  to  all  to  whom  the  de-^ 
fci^)tion  is  api^cable,  who  are  felicitous  to  enjoy  the 
blefliogs  it  contains. — ^This  gracious  afTurance  is  far« 
ther  extended  to  the  feed  and  offspring  of  Jacob,  IQ 
kis  natural  pofterity  under  the  former  difpen&tion  ; 
and  to  his  ipiritual  children  in  every  age  under  the 
New  Teftament.  In  the  words  of  the  apoftlc  Peter 
to  the  men  of  Ifrael, '  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and 
^  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even 
*^  as  many  a*  the  Lord  our  God  fhall  call  *•'  The 
promife  both  of  the  Meliiah  and  his  ialvation,  and  of 
the  Spirit,  with  his  benign  influences,  was  given  not 
only  to  them,  but  to  their  children  in  fallowing  ge- 
nerations ;  and  to  all  that  are  at  a  diftance  from  God, 
as  were  the  Gentiles,  even  to  as  many  as  the  L(»rd 
QurGkxl  fhall  call,  according  to  his  purpofe  andgrace*. 
To  people  of  this  defcription,  whether  Jews  or  Gen- 
tiles, fathers  or  children,  the  promife  Ihall  be  veri* 
fied.~Inftru<a3ed  in  tlte  nature  of  this  important  blef* 
flag,  and  fenfible  of  its  excellence  and  neceflity,  let 
us  eameftly  plead  with  God,  that  he  would  accom- 
pjiih  to  us  this  promife,  and  enable  ua  faithfully  to 
improve  the  benefits  he  beftows  £qt  the  purpofes  for 
wiuch  they  are  conferred^  To  you  I  fay  what  Jefus 
Cfarift  faid  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  who  was  the 
firft  fruits  of  the  Gentile  converts,  *  If  thou  kneweft 

*  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  faith  unto  thee, 

*  Give  me  to  drink,  thou  wouldfl  have  a(ked  of  him,. 

*  and  he  would  have  given  thee  hving  water  f  / 

4  And  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among  the 
grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water  courfes. 

The  joyful  confequences  of  the  heavenly  bene- 
diaion  being  poured  upon  the  church,  are  beautiful- 
ly reprefented  by  two  inftrudive  firailitudes.  Tbofe 
to  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  is  plentifully  given,  (hall  re- 

femble 
•  A^s  ii,. 39,  f  John  iv.  lo. 
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femble  in  rapid  luxuriant  growth  the  ever  verdant 
grafs,  in  rich  well-watered  foil,  where  vegetation  is 
ftrongeft  and  moft  abundant.  Enriched  by  the  in- 
fluences of  divine  grace,  they  (hall  flouriih  in  all 
the  vigour  and  beauty  of  the  fpiritual  life,  and  re- 
markably increafe  in  holinefs,  in  grace,  and  endea- 
vours to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift. — ^The 
quick  progrefs  of  the  church,  watered  with  abun- 
dant communications  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  fliall  be 
like  that  of  willows  planted  befide  brooks  of  water. 
They  Ihall  increafe  with  the  increafe  of  God,  i.  e. 
with  an  exceeding  great  increafe  in  knowledge,  in 
grace,  in  duty,  and  ftabihty ;  they  (hall  grow  up  in 
all  things  to  Chritt  the  head,  and  fpeedily  advance 
to  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  perfed  men  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  Thefe  elegant  figures,  derived  from  well 
known  familiar  objeds,  frequently  occur  in  fcripture; 
and  hke  lights  ferve  to  adorn  and  illuftrate  our 
Prophet's  predidtions,  whilft  they  exhibit  with  pecu- 
liar beauty  the  happy  progreft  in  the  divine  life^ 
which  refults  from  God's-  Spirit  and  bleffing.  In 
confequence  of  receiving  this  celeitial  benedidion, 
the  people  of  God  become  more  flourifliing,  and  grow 
better  every  day ;  they  go  from  flxength  to  ftrength; 
and,  amidfl  many  faihngs  and  various  viciffitudes,  the 
farther  they  make  progrefs,  the  greater  their  happi- 
nefs  and  comfort.  They  become  gradually  more  e- 
ftabliihed  in  the  behefof  the  truth,  more  conformed 
to  the  will  of  God,  more  conftant  in  the  pradice  of 
every  good  work,  more  ibhcitous  to  glorify  God,  and 
more  actively  ufefiil  by  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  refpeftive  ftations. — You  who  have 
received  the  promile  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  ought  to 
grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  to  take  heed  that  this  knowledge  be  not  barren, 
but  fruitful  in  holinefs  and  righteouinefs,  to  the  praife 
and  glory  of  God.  The  accomplilhment  of  God's 
promifes  ought  always  to  be  attended  with  the  dili- 
gent perforaiance  of  duty,  in  order  to  difplay  theif 
influence  and  happy  efTedls.     Endeavour,  then,  by 

the 
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the  purity  and  fruitfulnefs  of  yovir  lives,  by  amiable 
fimplicity,  humble  condefcenfion,  pradent  exertion, 
and  patient  fubmiffion,  to  Ihew  forth  the  praifes  of 
him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his 
marvellous  light.  We  befeech  you  then,  brethren, 
and  exhort  you  by  the  Lord  Jefus,  that  as  ye  have 
received  of  us  how  you  ought  to  walk  and  to  pleafe 
God,  fo  ye  would  abound  more  and  more.. 

5  One  fhall  fay,  I  am  the  LORD's ;  and  an- 
other fhall  call  iimfelf  by  the  name  of  Jatob ; 
and  another  ftiall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand  im^ 
to  the  LORD,  and  furname  bimfelf  by  the 
name  of  Ilrael. 

The  large  acceffions  which  were  to  be  made  to  the 
church  of  God,  in  confequence  of  the  promife  of  the 
Spirit  being  fulfilled,  are  here  foretold  in  an  agreea- 
ble variety  of  expreflion. — ^The  perfons  by  whom  this 
prediftion  was  to  be  accomplilhed  are  pointed  at  in 
the  words  one,  and  another,  which  feem  intended  to 
intimate,  that  there  were  to  be  many  individuals  of 
every  nation,  city,  community,  and  condition,  by 
whom  this  prophecy  ftiould  be  verified ;  each  of 
whom  was  to  adopt  the  language  before  us,  faying, 
J  am  the  Lord^j,  not  only  in  the  extenfive  fenfe'of 
the  expreflion  in  which  the  world  and  all  that  it  con- 
tains belongeth  unto  him  :  But  I  folemnly  acknow- 
ledge that  1  am  thy  property  in  a  more  peculiar  man- 
ner, that  thou  haft  an  unalienable  right  to  difpofe  of 
me  and  all  that  I  poflefs,  and  that  it  is  my  determi- 
ned purpofe  to  manifeft  that  I  am  truly  thy  fervant. 
As  thy  ci:eature  1  conftantly  depend  on  thee  for  e- 
very  bleffing  ;  as  thy  redeemed  renewed  creature,  I 
would  henceforth  hve  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
infinite  obhgations  thou  haft  brought  me  to  feel,  for 
the  riches  of  thy  mercy  and  grace.  All  my  powers 
and  taculties,  all  my  talents  and  pofleflions,  all  my 
fervices  and  influence,  1  confecrate  to  thy  honour 
and  glory.  All  my  interells,  temporal  and  fpintual, 
*       -^  I 
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I  refign  into  thy  blefled  hands,  to  be  difpofed  of  by 
thee  as  feemeth  good  in  thy  fight.     With  unfeigned 

Eleafure  I  devote  myfelf  to  thy  ferviee,  in  the  joyful 
ope  that  thou  wilt  inftrud  me  by  thy  holy  word ' 
and  good  $^pirit,  fo  as  to  make  me  wife  unto  falva- 
tioQ ;  that  in  thee  I  fhall  have  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength ;  that  thou  wilt  govern  my  incliqations  and 
adtions  by  thy  perfed  law  of  liberty;  and  grant  mc 
grace  to  perform  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me,  in 
the  relations  wherein  I  ftand  conneded  with  thee,  and 
toy  brethren  of  mankind.  Whilft  I  iay  that  I  am 
thme,  it  is  in  the  firm  belief  that  thou,  Lord,  wilt  be 
my  bountiful  benefadtor,  conftant  proteftor,  and  all- 
fufficient  pcMtbn — And  that  I  Ihall  be  thine  in  the 
day  thou  makeft  up  thy  jewels.  This  language  I 
adopt  with  the  greateft  fincerity,  with  deep  humili- 
ty, in  the  pleafing  hope  that  my  offering  fliall  be  ac* 
ceptable  unto  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  being  fane- 
tified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,— Such  feems  to  be  the 
import  of  this  acknowledgment,  1  am  the  Lord's. 

jind  ariQther  Jhall fubfcribe  with  his  band  unto  tbf 
Lcrd.  Some  critics  have  obferved  that  the  Hebrew 
words  which  are  thus  tranflated  in  our  Englifh  Biblei 
might  be  rendered,  Jhall  write  upon  his  hand^  I  am 
the  Lord's.  They  fuppofe  the  exprelfion  refers  to  tte 
pradiice  of  marking  upon  the  hand,  or  fome  other 
part  of  the  body,  the  date  of  the  perfon,  and  to  whom 
he  belonged.  The  ibldier  was  mariced  wkh  the  nam€ 
cf  his  commander,  the  flave  with  the  name  of  his 
mailer,  the  idolater  with  the  name  of  his  god.  Tho* 
the  words  admit  of  this  interpretation,  and  may  al>- 
lude  to  this  cuftom,  which  gives  a  juft  and  forcU)le 
.meaning  to  the  predidion,  inafmuch  as  every  one 
who  is  truly  devoted  to  the  Lord  hath  an  indelible 
charafter  impreffed  upon  him  by  the  feal  of  the  li^ 
ving  God.  Yet  I  adhere  to  the  tranflation  before 
me.  Another  fhall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand  unto  die 
Lord ;  that  in  this  folemn  manner  he  may  fix  in  his 
mind,  a  permanent  fenfe  of  the  obUgatbns  he  hath 
brought  himfelf  under,  to  be  the  Jjoid's  dutiful  fub- 
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]e6l  and  faithfiil  fervatit.  Who  can  hefitate  to  ap^ 
prove  of  this  praftice,  which  in  other  Matters  of  ntiich 
icfs  moment  is  often  adopted.  When  a  fervant  gives 
up  himfelf  to  be  inftruAcd  by  any  mailer,  or  if  one 
conveys  right  to  another  perfon  of  a  piece  of  ground, 
the  tranfadion  is  committed  to  writirtg,  and  iLtbfcri- 
bed  by  the  parties  concerned.  Why  ought  not^  then; 
this  more  important  bufinefs  to  be  negotiated  ot  ratifted 
in  the  lame  way?  The  Lord  God  hath  written  to  u^ 
the  great  things  of  his  law;  and  among  thefe  he  hath 
recorded  that  he  will  be  the  God  of  his  people  :  Is  it 
not,  then,  highly  proper  that  his  people,  on  whom  he 
pours  his  Spirit  and  bleffing,  who  by  writing  confinn 
their  other  deeds,  fubfcribe,  as  here  foretold,  this  im- 
portant declaration,  I  am  the  Lord's. 

jind  another /haft  tall  himfelf  by  the  name  of  yacoh^ 
and futname  himfelf,  &c.  The  praftice  of  caDing 
one  by  the  name  of  another  plainly  intimates,  that 
there  is  fome  real  connexion  or  apparent  refem- 
blancc  betwixt  them  in  temper,  condition,  and  con- 
dud.  The  peculiar  people  of  God  in  all  ages  hav6 
been  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  the  patriarch  Ja- 
cob, who  was  called  Ifrael.  The  church  of  God  un- 
der the  Old  Teftament  were  conftituted  chiefly  of 
his  natural  pofterity,  and  under  the  New  Teflament 
they  are  his  fpiritual  children,  who  like  him  profefs 
faith  in  the  true  God,  are  employed  in  his  lervice, 
and  place  their  chief  happtnefs  in  the  blellings  con- 
tained in  his  promifes.  In  the  Lord  they  are  jufti- 
fied  and  glory;  they  ftudy  to  refemble  the  renowned 
father  hi  reverence  for  God,  in  patience,  content- 
ment, and  the  virtues  which  adorned  his  life.  Per- 
fons  of  this  defcription,  in  whatever  nation  or  coun- 
try, are  the  children  of  Ifrael,  the  w^rkofGod^s 
hands,  who  fandify  the  Holy  One  of  Jacbb,  and  fear 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  call  themfelves  by  his  name. 
Every  one  who  pradtically  makes  tlfis  good  confcf- 
fion,  profefledly  joins  himfelf  to  the  people  of  God ; 
jbat  as  far  as  circuniftaiices  permit  hs  may  be  the 
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companion  of  them  thai  fear  the  Lord,  that  he  may 
participate  in  their  privileges,  imitate  their  example, 
and  inherit  their  portion.  In  this  manner  people 
take  upon  them  the  fellowfhip  of  the  faints,  as  the 
apoftle  Paul  fpeaks,  giving  themfelves  firft  to  the 
Lord,  and  unto  us  by  the  will  of  God.  Accordmg 
to  this  predidion,  they  fay  they  are  the  Lord's,  they 
aflume  the  name  of  Ifraelites,  and  walk  with  them  by 
the  fame  rule,  minding  the  fame  things.  As  with  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  fo  with  the 
mouth  confeffion  is  made  unto  falvation. — A  remark- 
able inflance  of  the  accomplifhment  of  this  prophecy 
occurs  in  the  book  of  Nehemiah.  There  we  read 
that  the  children  of  Ifrael  entered  into  covenant  with 
God,  which,  through  the  care  of  Ezra  the  fcribe, 
with  the  priefts  and  Levites,  was  folemnly  ratified. 
It  was  written  and  fealed  by  the  princes  and  others 
and  they  entered  into  an  oath  to  walk  in  God's  law, 
to  obferve  and  do  all  his  commandments  *.  And 
after  the  Holy  Spint  was  poured  upon  the  apoftles 
and  the  firft  Chriftian  church,  this  prediction  was  e- 
minently  fulfilled  by  the  multitudes  of  behevers  that 
were  added  unto  the  Lord  f ,  In  following  ages  large 
acceflions  of  converts  have,  as  here  foretold,  acknow- 
ledged that  they  belong  unto  the  Lord,  have  num- 
bered themfelves  a^  ith  his  difciples,  and  been  recei- 
ved into  their  fellowfhip. — *  I  befeech  you,  brethren, 

*  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  prefent  your  bodies 

*  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  acceptably  unto  God,  which 

*  is  your  reafopable  fervice  J.*  1  intreat  you,  by  the 
kindnefies  of  di\ine  providence,  that  you*  have  re^ 
ceived,  by  the  fpiritual  advantages  and  blefCngs  you 
enjoy  through  the  golpel,  by  the  benefits  and  fa» 
vours  you  aie  encouraged  to  exped ;  1  requeft  you, 
b>  all  the  mercies  of  time  and  etermty,'to  confecrate 
yourfelves  and  fervices  to  the  Lord.  As  the  Author 
of  your  being,,  he  hath  unqueflionable  right  to  you 

and 

•  Sec  NchenaialT  ^tb  and  icth  chapters.  f  Ads  v.  14. 
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and  all  that  you  poffefs;  and  as  your  Redeemer,  who 
ranfomed  you  by  the  blood  of  his  own  Son,  he  hath 
acquired  an  additional  indefeafible  right  to  both 
your  fouls  and  bodies.  Negled  not,  then,  this  rea- 
fonable  fervice  which  your  Creator,  Preferver,  and 
Redeemer  moil  judly  demands,  whofe  right  to  you 
and  all  that  you  have,  can  never  be  alienated  or  fu- 
perfeded, 
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THE  third  difcourfe  contained  in  the  fourth  book 
of  thefe  prophecies,  which  begins,  as  I  fuppofe, 
at  the  6th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  and  extends  to  the 
48th  chapter, may  be  diftributed  into  four  parts — ^Thc 
fu'fl  comprifed  in  this  chapter  relates  to  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  church,  accorapliflied  by  means  of  Cynw 
king  of  Perfia — The  fecond  defcribes  the  happy  con- 
fequences  which  were  to  refult  from  that  event,  by 
the  vocation  of  the  Gentiles,  chap.  xlv. — ^The  third 
predi6ls  the  overthrow  of  the  Babybnian  empire,  and 
demonftrates  the  abfurdity  of  idolatrous  pradices,  to 
which  that  people  were  fhamefully  addidled,  chap, 
xlvi. — ^The  fourth  reprefents  farther  the  fall  of  that 
great  and  powerful  kingdom,  with  the  caufes  that 

contributed  tobring  on  its  deftru6lion,chap.xlvii. • 

The  portion  of  the  difcourfe  on  which  we  now  enter^ 
intended  to  convince  the  Jews  of  the  vanity  and  ab- 
furdity of  idolatry,  and  to  lead  them  to  repentance, 
commences  by  eftablifliing  the  divinity  of  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  from  the  Dluftrious  operations  of  divine  provi- 
dence which  he  had  clearly  foretold,  and  that  exadtly 
correfponded  to  the  predidions,  ver.  6 — 8. — It  then 
exhibits  at  great  length,  and  with  much  energy,  the 
folly  and  bafenefs  of  idolatry,  v.  9 — 20. — After  which 
the  people  who  had  been  enfnared  by  fuperftition  and 
idolatrous  worihip,  are  invited  to  repentance,  to  which 
they  are  encouraged  by  the  moft  gracious  alTurances, 
V-  21,  22. — Toward  the  conclufion  of  the  chapter, 
Cyrus,  the  anointed  of  Jehovah,  is  introduced  as  the 
deliverer  of  God*s  people,  who  was  to  avenge  his  in- 
jured glory,  and  to  confound  the  wife  men  of  Baby- 
lon, who  fet  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  the  fervants 
cf  the  true  God,  v.  23 — c8. 
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CHAP.    XLIV. 

6  T^HUS  faith  the  LORD,the  king  of  Ifrael, 
JL    and  his  Redeemer,  the  LORD  of  hofts  j 
I  am  the  firft,  and  I  am  the  laft ;  and  belide 
me  tbere  is  no  God. 

The  fubjeft  is  introduced  by  a  magnificent  exor- 
dium, in  which  Jehovah  aflumes  thofe  auguft  titles 
he  claimed  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  and  aflerts  his 
infinite  majefty  and  glory.  Having  already  had  oc- 
caCon  to  open  the  import  of  thefe  fublime  'characters, 
'  I  fliall  not  at  prefent  occupy  your  time,  by  endeavour- 
ing farther  to  explain  their  meaning.  It  may  fuf- 
fice  to  obferve,  that  the  frequent  repetition  of  thefe 
illuftrious  defignations,  gives  dignity  and  folemnity  to 
what  is  delivered ;  whilft  it  plainly  intimates  their 
high  importanqe,  that  they  ought  to  be  the  pleafing 
fubjeft  of  frequent  attentive  contemplation ;  and  that 
if  rightly  conlidered,  they  fliould  awaken  the  cbfeft 
attention  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  of  }iofts. 

y  ^  And  who,  as  I,  fhall  call,  and  (hall  de- 
clare it,  and  fet  it  in  order  for  me,  lince  I  ap- 
pointed the  ancient  people  ^  and  the  things 
that  are  coming,  and  Ihall  come,  let  them 
fbew  unto  then[i. 

The  Lord  the  king  of  Ifrael  claims  to  himfelf 
the  knowledge  of  future  events,  as  his  peculiar  pre- 
rogative, which  he  denies  the  idols  of  the  nations  do 
in  any  meafure  poffefs.  The  expreffions  are  truly 
fignliicant  and  moft  emphatical — Who  as  IJhall  call^ 
&.C.  who  calleth  the  things  that  are  not  as  though 
they  were;  who  afligns  to  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia,  long 
before  I  call  him  into  exiftence,  the  arduous  work  he 
is  to  perform;  who  by  the  omnipotent  ad  of  my 
w^ill,  and  the  irrefiflible  autii^rity  qf  my ,  command, 
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Hath  appointed  to  him  this  important  fervice,  which 
he  fhall  pundlually  execute.     Who  of  the  ftrange 
gods  that  you  fooliflily  honour,  can  give  any  proof 
iflce  this  of  the  efficacy  of  their  volitions,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  power? — Andjhall  declare  it^  clearly  un- 
folding the  circumftances  relative  to  fome  improbable 
great  event,  at  the  diftance  of  ages;  exadly  delineat- 
ing the  agents  to  be  employed;  their  operations  and 
efie& ;    and  affume  the  entire  diredlion  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  fo  as  confummate  wifdom  and  faithfulnefs  may 
be  confpicuoufly  difplayed  in  its  execution — And  Jet 
it  in  order  for  me.   The  Hebrew  word,  which  is  ufcd 
in  military- affairs  to  exprefs  the  difpofition  of  an  ar- 
my drawn  up  for  battle,  is  here  employed  to  fignify 
the  arrangement  of  thofe  decrees,  according  to  which 
all  things  are  invariably  conduded.    Who  Ihall  place 
in  exad  order,  the  minutelt  circumftances  refpe<Jting; 
the  fuppofed  incident;  fo  that  they  fliall  all  be  ful- 
filled by  the  event,  and  the  event  fhall  perfedly  cor- 
refpond  with  the  predidion. — Since  I  appointed  tb^ 
ancient  peeple,  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  Ifaac  and 
Jacob,  in  my  purpofes,  in  my  predidUons,  and  by  n^ 
providence,  to  be  my  pecuHar  people,  and  to  pofiej^ 
the  land  of  Canaan, ^  promifed  to  tl^eir  fathers.     Du- 
ring this  long  period  of  time,  none  of  the  idols  of  the 
nations  ever  gave,  a  particular  defcription  of  any 
diftant  future  *  event,   fimilar  to  thofe'  foretold  by 
my  fervants,  nor  can  they  now  produce  any  fuch  c- 
vidence  of  their  divinity— ^;2rf  the  things' that  art 
comings  &c.  being  nigh  at  hand,  to  take  place  in  a 
few  years  or  moqths;  or  the  things  that  fhaU  happen 
after  a  long  feries  of  time  hath  elapfed,  being  more 
remote  and  at  a  greater  diftance.     Let  them  fhew 
them  to  thofe  who  defire  to  be  Jitisfied  as  to  their 
foreknowledge.     If  they  cannot  in  this  manner  de- 
Uionftrate  the  juflice  of  their  claim,  to  the  homage 
and  fervices  of  their  votaries,  they  are  not  gods ;  and 
befide  the  Lord  of  hofts  there  is  no  god. 

8  Fear  ye  not,  neither  be  afraid  :  have  not 
*     •'  I  told 
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I  told  thee  from  that  time,  and  have  declared 
it  ?  ye  are  even  my  witnefles.  Is  there  a  God 
befide  me  ?  yea,  there  is  no  God:  I  know  not 
any. 

Since  there  is  no  other  God  befides  Jehovah,  the 
God  of  Ifrael,  his  people  ought  not  to  be  furprifed  or 
intimidated  at  the  appearance  of  events  which  have 
been  foretold  by  the  prophets,  and  that  (hall  termi- 
nate in  their  benefit.  Thofe  who  enjoy  the  fpeciai 
protedlion  of  the  Almighty,  (hould  not  be  alarmed 
or  difmayed  at  thofe  diipenfations  of  providence  that 
wear  the  moft  frowning  afped:,  and  which  feem  to 
be  the  moft  adverfe  and  terrifying.  *  The  upright,* 
faith  the  king  of  Ifrael,  *  (hall  not  be  afraid  of  evil 
'  tidings;  his  heart  is  fixed,  truiHng  in  the  Lord ;  his 
*.  heart  is  eftabliflied;  he  fhall  not  ht  afraid  *.*  The 
tidings  of  calamity  and  diftrefs  ought  not  to  (hake  hi^ 
confidence  in  God,  or  afllift  him  with  timidity. .  To 
this  tranquil  heroic  (late  of  mind,  the  fervants  of  God 
are  here  exliorted — Ha^ve  not  I  told  ihcefr&m  that  ufne\ 
&c.  This  expreflion  might  have  a  peculiar  reference 
to  the  early  period  wherein  God  had  employed  his 
prophets  to  predift  the  deliveiancd  of  the  Jewifh  peo- 
ple from  captivity  at  Babylon.  From  that  time  Je- 
hovah declared,  that  Cyrus,  with  his  army  of  Medes 
and  Perfians,  were  the  mftruments  that  ihould  over- 
throw the  city  and  empire  of  Babylon — Te  are  even 
my  witnejfes,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  truth 
of  this  declaration  ;  and  to  you  X  appeal  to  confirm 
and  eftablilh  the  fad.  Have  not  you  heard  my  fer- 
vants often  publicly  affert,  and  Jrave  not  you  thbir 
prophecies  in  your  hands,  which  give  teftmiony  to 
the  truth  of  what  I  affirm;  fo  that  befides  yourfelve$ 
I  call  no  other  evidences. 

Is  there  a  God  befide  me?  &c.  The  proper  reply 
to  this  queftion  is  given  in  the  words  that  immediately 
follow.  Tea  there  ts  no  God,  &c.  This  important  truth 
H  frequently  aflerted  in  the  moft  explicit  manner 

throughout 
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throughout  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  particularly  in 
the  prophecies  now  before  us.  It  is  naturally  im* 
plied  in  God's  being  the  firft  caufe  of  all  things ;  for 
were  there  other  deities  befides  him,  they  muft  be 
the  production  of  his  creating  power ;  they  muft  have 
been  formed  for  his  glory,  confequently  they  poflefs 
only  a  derived  exiftence,  and  therefore  they  cannot 
be  the  proper  objeds  of  adoration,  worfhip,  and  fu- 
preme  affedlion.  Befides  infinite  pcrfeGion  being  the 
})rerogative  of  Jehovah,  it  cannot  belong  to  more 
than  one  God  ;  and  to  him  alone  it  muft  be  limited, 
fo  as  not  to  be  afcribed  to  any  other. — The  word 
here  rendered  God,  fignifies  alfo  a  rock,  and  is  thus 
tranflated  on  the  margin  of  foraue  bibles.  Thisdefig- 
nation  is  given  with  great  propriety  to  Jehovah  the 
God  of  Jfrael ;  who  poflTeffes  eternal,  unchangeable 
cxiftence,  who  is  the  immoveable  foundation  ot  the 
faith  and  hope  of  his  people ;  and  from  him  proceeds 
all  the  protection,  the  fafety,  and  the  falvation  they 
enjoy,  or  have  in  profpect.  it  is  be  who  fupports  them 
under  afflidions  ;  who  enables  them  to  repel  temp- 
tations ;  who  protefts  them  from  enemies,  and  ren- 
ders them  fuperior  to  every  adveife  power. — Since 
we  know  that  there  is  no  god  befide  the  living  and 
true  God,  let  us  take  heed  that  we  fet  not  up  any 
idol  in  our  hearts,  to  rival  him  in  our  afifedion,  or  to 
withdraw  from  him  our  obedience  and  Xubmiflion. 
Beware  of  covetoufnefs,  which  is  fliied  idolatry  ;  be- 
ware of  making  provifion  for  the  flefli  to  fiilfil  the 
iufts  thereof— of  confiding  in  an  arm  of  flelh — of 
calling  in  queftion  his  glorious  fovereignty  and  do- 
minion— or  of  expelling  from  the  creature  that  which 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Creator. 

9  ^  They  that  make  a  graven  image  are 
all  of  them  vanity;  and  their  dele^ftable  things 
ihall  not  profit :  and  they  are  their  own  wit- 
nefles;  they  fee  not,  nor  know,  that  they  ma^ 
t>e  afliamed* 

Our 
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OuF  Frophet,  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  God,  pto^ 
ends  tQ  expofe  the  yanitjr  tnd  abfurdity  of  idolatry, 
aod  to  oHhibit  io  ftrong  colours,  the  egregtoua  folly 
coofpiciiQus  in  every  thing  relative  to  this  ihaniefi4 
pradicQ.  In  treating  this  fuh.^,  he  feems  to  have 
had  pjQciihar  reference  to  the  graven  images  and  idoli 
tkat  were  worihipped  in  the  kii^dom  of  BabylcHO^ 
which  is  thus,  graphically  deferibed  by  the  prophet 
Jeiemiaji^  ^  It  is  the  land  of  graven  images,  and  they 
*  aie  mad  upon  their  idols  ^.*  On  this  topic  Ifaiah 
dilates  at  much  length ;  he  difjilaya  great  f»ergy  of 
exprefl^oQ,  elegance  of  ccmpofiiion,  and  force  of  ar^ 
gument;  treating  idolatry  with  juft  fevcrity;  fetting 
it  forth  in  every  view  as  highly  unreafonable  and  pre- 
pofterous  in  the  extreme.  This  part  of  his  difcourfe 
reqt4ife»  little  LQuftratiQOu*-^?^^  thai  make  q  graven 
image,  &c.  The  words  may  refer  not  only  to  thofe 
who  formed  idcds,  but  to  the  images  themfelvesi  and 
tbofe  who  paid  them  homage.  AH  of  them  are  faid 
not  merely  to  be  vain,  or  to  have  much  vanity  in 
them ;  but  without  exception  they  are  all  of  then 
piODOimced  vanity  itfelf.  What  defcriptiou  coidd 
have  been  given  more  figmficant,  and  at  the  fame 
time  more  contemptuous.--7-^m//i&^iric/^£9!^^  tAings^ 
fimU  not  fr^.  The  idob  which  were  made  of  gQ^ 
and  other  precious  metals;  the  images  curioi^ 
finmed  of  wood,  overlaid  in  the  fixieft  manner  with 
gc^  which  were  moft  valued  by  their  votaries^  an4 
wherein  they  greatly  debgfated,  were  not  to  yield 
them  any  fubftantial  advantage ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  to  be  attended  with  disappointment  and 
&MrrQw.  The  Jews  therefore  who  turned  from  the  li^ 
ving  God  to  the  ferviee  of  idols,  are  faid  to  change 
their  glory  fi>r  that  which  doth  not  profit :  and  tfat 
Gentiles  turning  from  dead  idob  to  £erve  the  true 
God,  thus  acknowledge  their  lia  and  folly ;  *  Our 
^  fiitheis  tewe  inherited  bes,  vanity,  and  things  where- 
^  in  is  no  profit  fJ-^And  tbey  are  their  ewn  wtnejfes. 
This  expreffion  noay  reisr  to  the  idols  themfelves,  t0 

Vot.  Hi,  iQ  thofii 
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thofe  who  formed,  and  to  thofe  who  worihipped  them^ 
and  feems  to  allude  to  the  preceding  T^e,  where 
God  faith  to  the  people,  •  Ye  are  my  witnefies/  The 
fervants  of  the  true  God  were  his  witnefles,  who  had 
ieen  and  been  acquainted  with  whatever  was  proper 
and  ufeful  for  them  to  know.  Whereas  the  wor- 
ihippers  and  makers  of  idols,  were  witnefies  who  codd 
atteft,  that  thej  neither  faw  nor  knew  any  thing; 
whilft  they  gave  evidence  that  they  themfelves  were 
devoid  of  underftanding — That  tbey  may  be  ajbamid 
of  their  esctreme  folly  and  abfurd  conduft,  in  making 
and  ferving  graven  images,  from  which  they  could 
not  derive  any  real  benefit. 

lo  Who  hath  formed  a  god,  or  molten  a 
graven  image  that  is  profitable  for  nothing? 

A  fliort  btit  Iharp  reproof^  is  adminifteied  te 
thofe  who  were  addided  to  the  criminal  pradices  su 
bove  defcribed.  Who  is  fo  fanatical  or  fottifh,  as 
firft  to  make,  and  then  do  homage  to  what  canoot 
poffibly  yield  him  any  real  advantage.  Man  cannot 
do  more  than  form  an  image  refembling  a  creature, 
of  whiph  he  hath  fome  idea ;  but  is  incapable  of  ex- 
hibiting any  juft  reprefentation  of  the  invifible  God, 
whom  no  perfon  hath  feen  oc  can  fee.  And  after 
the  image  is  framed,  it  is  good  for  nothing;  it  caa 
neither  do  good  nor  evil;  whilft  it  expofes  the  maktf 
to  the  awful  difple^ure  of  him  who  will  not  give 
his  glory  to  anotJier,  nor  his  praife  to  graven  images 
The  eternal  Jehovah  who  gave  extftencc  to  the  i^wjk 
creation,  is  worfliipped  by  his  intelligent  ofl^ring 
on  account  of  his  tranfcendent  majefty  and  fupreme 
excellence  ;  on  account  of  the  fubftantial  bleffings 
they  have  received  or  hope  to  enjoy.  But  what  a 
contradiction  in  terms,  to  afiert  that  to  be  a  god  which 
was  made  by  the  hands  of  nien,  and  how  unreafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  that  any  real  benefit  can  be  attained 
by  this  odious  pradUce. — Alas  !  however,  that  there 
aie  many  who  make  themfelves  idols,  though  aveife 
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to  acknowledge  the  crime.  They  are  ready  to 
iky  as  Jacob  to  Laban  refpefting  his  idok,  With 
whomfoever  they  are  found,  let  him  not  live ;  where- 
as they  lie  concealed  in  almoft  every  man's  heart. 
Beware  then  of  this  lip,  againft  which  you  are  often 
cautioned  in  fcripture. 

I  i  Behold,  all  his  fellows  fball  be  afliamed : 

and  the  workmen,  they  are  of  men:  let  theni 

all  be  gathered  together,  let  them  ftand  up ; 

^et  they  fhall  fear^  and  they  fhall  be  afhamed 

together. 

Attention  is  demanded  to  the  difgraceful  confe- 
quences,  which  follow  the  abfurd  pradice  of  form- 
ing and  ferving  idols.  All  concerned  with  the  prin- 
cipal agent  in  this  deteftable  buiinefs,  who  have  con* 
^buted  their  aid  in  fabricating  imaginary  deities, 
or  falfe  reprcfentations  of  the  invifible  God,  and 
who  have  paid  them  homage,  fhall  be  confounded  at 
the  recoUedion  of  their  extreme  folly;  and  the  infa- 
my they  have  incurred  by  the  bafe  crime  they  have 
committed.. — And  the  workmen  theif  are  of  men.  The 
tradefmen  who  had  been  employed  in  making  idols, 
notwithflanding  they  boafted  that  they  were  pofTef- 
Jed  of  rcafon  and  underftanding ;  yet  by  this  abomi- 
pable  wickednefs  they  proftituted  their  abilities  to 
the  worfl  piupofes,  and  proved  a  difgrace  to  human 
pature.  On  that  account  they  feem  here  to  be  up- 
braided— Let  them  all  be  gathered  together  ^  who  have 
been  engaged  in  this  occupation,  and  in  idolatrous 
praflices — Let  them  ftand  uf  and  plead  their  own 
caufe,and  try  if  they  can  vindicate  their  condud  from 
the  folly  and  abfurdity  with  which  it  is  charged— 
7^  they  Jhall  fear  to  fupport  fuch  criminal  condud, 
confcious  that  they  are  incapable  of  juftifying,  what 
jnuft  be  inevitably  reprobated  as  odious,  deferving 
ievere  punifhment.^— Tj&^y/ibflif/  be  afhaimd  together^ 
and  prove  a  difgrace  to  themfelves,  and  tothofe. 
^itl^  whom  the^  aflbciated ;  when  their  perverfe 
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wickednefs  ihall  be  laid  open  to  public  view,  and 
they  Ihall  inherit  the  juft  reward  due  to  thde,  who 
have  changed  the  gloiy  of  God  into  on  inuige  made 
like  to  corruptible  man. 

1 2  The  fmith  with  the  tongs  both  worketh 
in  the  coals,  and  fafhioneth  it  with  hammers, 
a;nd  W6rkcth  it  with  the  ftreiigth  of  his  artns: 
yea,  he  is  hungry,  and  his  ftrength  faiieth : 
he  diinketh  no  water,  and  is  faint/ 

Our  Prophet,  poffefled  of  a  lively  imagination,  pro- 
ceeds imder  the  direftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  whole  procefs  employed  in  the  fabricadoQ 
of  images.  They  were  commonly  made  of  wood  ot 
brais,  and  overlaid  with  filver  and  gold ;  as  is  abun«> 
dantly  evident  from  many  paflages  of  fcripture,  and 
particularly  from  the  elegant  defcription  given  oB 
tbtm  by  the  pmpfaet  Jeremiah,  *  One  cutteth  (fairii 
^  he)  a  tree  out  (rfthe  foreft  with  the  ^  they  deck  it 
^  with  lilver  and  with  gold ;  they  £iften  it  with  naik 

•  and  with  hammers,  that  it  move  not;  they  arc  up- 
^  right  as  the  pidm  tree,  but  fpeak  not;  they  muft  need 

*  be  borne,  bccaufe  they  cannot  go  */  The  fmith  is 
firft  introduced  very  bufy  in  preparing  various  fcMt$ 
of  infhuments  for  th^  purpofes  of  formitig,  and  po^ 
Ufliing  the  idol  that  was  to  be  feihic^ed  by  the  car- 
ipenter.  This  man  is  represented  exerting  all  his 
Slight  with  imrcmitting  aflkluity  in  performing  the 
various  parts  of  his  bufineis,  and  fo  eagerly  intent  oq 
kis  work>  that  he  hardly  allowed  himfelf  time  to 
take  the  refrcfhments  rcquifite  to  the  fupport  of  hfe^ 
In  confequence  whereof  be  became  languid  and  fee- 
ble. It  is  unneceiTary  to  explain  what  is  here  Am- 
ply narrated,  the  meaning  of  which  is  obvious  to  e-^ 
tciy  one* 

t3  The  caipeiiter  ftrettheth  out  ids  rule  3 
>e  marketh  it  out  with  a  hne  j  he  fitteth  it 
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with  plaices,  and  he  marketh  it  out  with  the 
<Jomj)afs,  and  ittaketh  it  after  the  figufe  of  a 
rtian,  according  to  the  beauty  of  a  tnan;  that 
it  may  remain  in  the  houfe. 

The  carpenter  U  next  Exhibited  f<miiing,  Ithd  b^au^ 
tifyii\g  the  image  with  the  utmoft  (kill  and  bduftry^ 
—I*  HieJireicH^h  out  ih^  fut^-y  exaftly  meafuriDg thd  ^ 
dimenfions  of  the  f^ifeCe  of  timber  whetedf  he  intends 
to  make  the  ]dol.«-^2.  He  marketb  it  wUb  a  line,  t6 
iketch  out  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fi^rt  into  which 
it  18  to  be  (haped.— 3.  tkfiiWh  it  ^ut  ivith  pkms,  til 
make  it  fmooth,  to  give  it  a  fine  poliCh,  ami  to  bring 
it  into  fonn.-^4.  ife  matkfih  it  uith  the  totnfafs^  that 
he  may  proportion  aii  its  parts,  to  thofe  of  the  hu* 
man  l^dy,  which  he  takes  for  a  inodeL— -5,  He  mak^ 
Hb  k  itfter  the  figure  of  a  man,  adjufting  its  features 
and  parts,  fo  that  they  might  have  a  ftriking  i^em* 
Wance  to  the  original,  frorti  which  the  idea  was  taken* 
^Aceordin^  fo  thi  beauty  afk  ffian.  He  endeavourl 
topve  it  the  fymmetry,  the  coinelitiefs,  and  ele-» 
gance  for  which  man  is  rtioft  admired,-*- J7^/?/  it  may 
remain  in  the  boufe  as  the  objedl  of  adoration,  and  ho- 
mage of  the  family ;  or  be  reckoned  worthy  of  a 
jJace  in  the  temple  of  idols.-*-What  an  aftonifiiing 
contrail  does  this  dead  idol>  faflitoned  by  the  hands  of 
men,  and  put  into  a  houfe^  form  to  the  living  God^ 
vho  worketh  all  in  all;  who  is  not  confined  to  one^ 
but  is  prefent  in  all  places ;  who  obferves  and  go- 
verns all  things  according  to  his  fovereign  good  plea^ 
(iirel 

14.  He  heweth  him  down  cedari^  and  ta^ 
keth  the  cyprefs  and  the  oak,  which  he 
ftrengtheneth  for  himfelf  among  the  trees  of 
the  forefl :  he  planteth  an  alh,  and  the  rain 
doth  nourilh  it. 


Having  mentioned  in  What  manner  idols  Were 
fi^ed,  oar  f io^et  f{)ecifies  {)arUcularly  the  mate- 

•  -       .  *  rials 
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rials  whereof  they  were  compofed.  They  were 
inade  of  trees  which  were  planted  by  the  hands  of 
men,  and  that  grpw  out  of  the  earth— ffc  hewetb 
ibem  down  cedars  j  remarkable  for  their  large  fize» 
for  the  ftrength  and  incorruptibility  of  their  timber 
r—jind  iahtb  the  cjfrefi^  which  is  faid  to  poflefs 
nearly  the  fame  qualities  with  the  cedar— y^m/  tht 
4ak,  well  known  for  the  firmnefs  and  durability  of 
its  wood— PFA/^A  he  Jirenpbenetb  for  himfelf.  Ha- 
ving feleded  it  from  among,  the  other  trees  with 
which  it  was  furrounded,  on  account  of  its  peculiar 
excellence :  for  making  it  into  an  image,  he  em* 
ploys  various  means  to  give  it  the  greater  folidity 
and  ftability ^-if^  plantetb  an  ajb^  which  fumilhes 
a  durable  timber,  probably  that  when  grown  to  ma- 
turity, it  might  afford  proper  materials  for  a  beauti- 
ful idol^^u  J  the  rain  doth  nourifb  it^  as  it  doth 
the  other  trees  of  the  foreft. — ^In  thi^,  as  in  many  o^ 
ther  inftances,  we  fee  the  moft  valuable  benefits 
which  the  Almighty  confers  upon  the  children  of 
men,  perverted  to  the  worft  of  purpofes,  and  ufe4 
^  weapons  of  rebellion  againft  himfelf, 

1 5  Then  fliall  it  be  for  a  man  to  bum ;  for 
he  will  take  thereof,  and  warm  hinntfelf ;  yea, 
he  kindleth  it,  and  baketh  bread;  yea,  he 
maketh  a  god,  and  worfhippeth  it;  be  nu^ 
keth  it  a  graven  image,  an4  falleth  dowa 
thereto. 

16  He  burneth  part  thereof  in  the  fire; 
with  part  thereof  he  eateth  flefh  ;  he  roafteth 
roaft,  and  is  fatisfied :  yea,  he  warmeth  bim- 
felf,  and  faith,  Aha^  I  am  warm,  I  have  feen 
the  fire. 

However  excellent  the  timber  whereof  the  image 
was  made,  it  poffefled  no  fuperior  intrinfic  worth  or 
virtue  to  other  wood  of  the  fame  kinds,  being  of  the 
iame  nature,  and  f9rving  the  fame  purpofes  t9  vWch 

^     .  ^  they 
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they  are  applied*  Fart  of  the  tree  of  which  an  idol 
was  &ihioned,  was  ufed  for  fuel  to  bum,  that  it 
mi^t  warm  perfons  when  ckM,  or  toaft  bread  wh^ 
baked ;  a  proof  that  it  was  not  efteemed  much  pre- 
ferable to  any  other  timber.  Notwithftanding  the 
idolater  fooliihly  payed  to  it  reUgious  homage,  though 
formed  of  no  better  materials  than  what  were  thrown 
ipto  the  fire« 

17  And  the  relidue  thereof  he  maketh  a 
god,  even  his  graven  image :  he  falleth  down 
unto  it,  and  worfhippeth  it,  and  prayeth  unto 
it,  and  faith.  Deliver  me ;  for  thou  art  my 
god. 

Of  that  part  of  the  tree  which  he  did  not  bum, 
the  idol  maker  formed  an  image,  which  he  abfurdly 
perfuades  himfelf  is  capable  of  refcuing  him  frcmi  the 
evils  to  which  he  is  expofed,  or  by  which  he  is  op- 
prefled.  To  this  made  god,  he  pays  facred  homage ; 
before  it,  he  proftrates  himfelf  with  the  reverence 
due  to  the  Deity,  and  prefents  his  fupplication — 
Deliver  me  from  the  calamities  wherein  I  am  invol- 
ved, from  the  dangers  whereof  I  am  afraid,  and  the 
enemies  by  whom  I  am  threatened.  The  requeft  is 
inforced  by  the  following  argument :  For  thou  art 
my  god;  the  objed  of  my  chief  afFeftion,  in  whom  1 
truft  for  proteiSdon  and  fafety ;  which  I  formed  and 
beautified,  and  placed  in  my  houfe.  Some  reafons 
there  are  to  fdpe£t  that  this  idol  was  more  honoured 
by  its  votary,  than  is  the  living  God,  the  author  of 
every  deliverance,  by  many  who  profefs  to  worlhip 
and  ferve  him. 

1 8  They  have  not  known  nor  tmderftood : 
for  he  hath  (hut  their  eyes,  that  they  cannot 
fee ;  and  their  hearts,  that  they  cannot  under- 
(land. 

Ignorance  and  infenfibility  ij([ere  the  fatal  fout- 

ces 
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ces  from  ivlience  originated  thefe  edioui  eraxwil 
pra^ices.  The  minds  of  idohteis  are  darkenod  by 
ignoffance  and  folly ;  thciy  know  not  Gcd^  they  am 
entirely  unacquainted  wkh  his  fupreme  excelkoct 
and  infinite  majefty.  They  confoquently  glorify  bioi 
not  as  Qod ;  they  beqome  vain  in  thoir  imaginatums^ 
and  their  fooliih  haarts  are  blinded ;  profeffing  thenw 
felves  to  h6  wife,  they  became  fools,  aixl  changed 
the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  image, 
made  like  to  eomiptible  man.  The  reafon  i!i  fob- 
joined — Ftr  he  hathjknf  fhiir  0y0$  *,  &a  The  perr 
icKi,  1  fuppofe,  who  inflida  thia  awful  fpirkual  judg^ 
went  upqi^  thofe.  who  ^ro  given  to  abominaWf  id^r 
latry,  is  the  prince  of  darknefs,  the  god  of  this  worU* 
the  implacable  adverfary  of  mankind,  who  Works 
Biightily  in  the  chUdren  of  difobedience,  and  blinds 
their  jx^nds,  left  th^  light  of  the  gbrious  gofpcl  of 
Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  Qod,  ikookl  fhm^  unto 
tbem  f .  When  he  is  permitted  to  Ihut  the  eyes  and 
the  hearts  of  men,  they  can  neither  perceive  nor 
know  what  others  clearly  (ee  and  underftapd. 

19  And  none  confiaereth  in  his  heart,  nei-^ 
ther  ts  there  knowledge  nor  underftanding  to 
fay,  I  have  burned  part  of  it  in  the  fire  j  yea, 
alfo  I  have  baked  bread  upon  the  cqals  there- 
of; I  have  roailed  flefh,  and  eaten  it :  and  ihalJ 
1  make  the  refidue  thereof  an  s^bomixxaWQa? 
feaU  I  fall  down  to  the  flock,  of  » tree  ? 

Th?  fentiment  inculcated  in  this  verfe  is  iimply 
this,  that  inconiideration  and  want  of  thought  is  (;er« 
tainly  one  regfon  why  people  devote  themfelves  to 
th^  fervice  pf  idoU.  JHd  they  ferioufly  ^9nd  to 
the  iAcpqfiftencie3  and  abfurditie^  h^F»  Q>enti(»a4t 
they  would  not  perfift  iq  jfuch  unrealonabte  wicked 
conduft — ^They  would  not  make  df  the  fame  tree 
fuel  to  bum  and  an  idol  to  worfhip,  which  is  empha- 

tically 

•  Ronu  14  lid  ii/eq.        f  2  Gor.  iv,  4; 
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tically  deriominated*  an'  abomination,  having  given 
rife  to  many  exccraUe  ceremonies,  ^ctefted  by  the 
righteous  God  and  all  good  men.— Mow  proper,  how 
neceflary,  then,  the  ftatute  recorded  Deut.  vii.  26, 
*  Thou  (halt  utterly  abhor  an  idol ;'  or,  In  detefting 
thou  fhalt  deteft  it ;  plainly  intimating,  that  idofetry 
ought  to  be  an  objed  of  the  greateft  abhorrence. 

20  He  feedeth  on  afties:  a  deceived  heart 
hgth  turned  him  afide,  that  he  cannot  deliver 
fais  foul,  nor  fay,  Is  i here  not  a  lie  in  my  right 
hand  ? 

The  egregious  foUy  and  Vanity  of  idolaters  is  far- 
ther reprefented  in  thefe  words.— He  that  maketh 
^d  ferveth  an  idol  feedeth  on  aflies,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  fubftantial  or  pleafant,  nothing  adapted  to 
impart  the  leaft  nourifhraent  and  fupport  to  the  mind. 
His  fpiritual  conftitution  being  vitiated,  and  his  taiU 
depraved,  he  hath  recourfe  to  improper  objei^is, 
-which  inftead  of  yielding  fpiritual  ftrength  and 
confolation  to  the  human  heart,  tend  to  render  him 
poor,  contemptible,  and  diftreljed. — ^  deceived 
heart  hatb  turned  him  ojide.  Not  bad  education,  bad 
example,  or  bad  inftrudion,  hath  led  him  into  fuper- 
ftition  and  idolatry,  though  doubtlels  tijey  had  con- 
liderable  influence  in  conupting  his  mind;  but  hi$/ 
deteftable  conduft  is  afcvibed  to  a  deceived  hearty 
grofsly  impofed  upon  by  the  deceiver  of  mankind, 
and  the  deceitfuinefs  of  fin.  The  heart  being  de- 
luded, and  having  formed  falfe  apprehenfions  of 
God,  ftarts  afide  like  a  deceitful  bow,  into  the  ways 
of  fin. — That  he  cafinot  deliver  his  foul  from  thofc 
ruinous  pradices  wherein  he  is  natorally  prone  to 
indulge,  and  to  which  he  hath  been  long  accuftom-' 
ed — I^^r  Jay^  is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right  hand?  He 
cannot  penitently  acknowleage  that  deceit  whereby 
he  has  impofed  on  himlell:,  and  endeavours  to  delude 
thofe  around  him.  The  illufions  of  his  own  tancy 
confpire  with  falfe  reafonings,  hurtful  prejudices,  and 
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vicious  cuftoms,  to  hinder  him  from  making  this  con- 
fjiUon,  and  determine  him  to  hold  fall  .the  errors  he 
hath  imbibed. — ^In  this  manner  did  our  Prophet  aim 
to  convince  idolateris,  that  the  images  which  they 
made  and  adorned  were  not  really  gods,  that  they 
did  not  afford  a  juft  reprefentation  of  the  true  God ; 
and  therefore  that  he  ought  not  to  be  worihipped  by 
images  altogether  unlike  to  him. — Beware,  then, 
brethren,  of  entertaining  falfe  fentiments  concerning 
God,  and  of  imagining  that  you  may  worfhip  him 
acceptably  in  any  other  way  thin  what  he  hath  ap- 
pointed. Take  heed  that  you  do  not  hold  thofe  de- 
lufive  dangerous  errors,  whereby  you  may  effentially 
injure  yourfelyes  and  others.  I  addrefs  to  you  tl^ofe 
words  of  Mofes  the  man  of  God,  recorded  Deut  xi. 
t6.  *"  Take  heed  to  yourfelves,  thdt  your  heart  be  not 

*  deceived,  and  ye  turn  afide,  and  ferve  other  gods, 

*  and  worlhip  them,  and  the  Lord's  wrath  be  kindie4 

*  againfl  you.' 

21  Remember  thefe,  O  Jacob  and  Ifrael ; 
for  thou  art  my  fervant:  I  have  formed  thee; 
thou  art  my  fervant ;  O  Ifrael,  thou  fhalt  no^ 
be  rorgotten  of  me. 

The  Lord  God  proceeds  to  urge  his  people  to  re* 
pent,  and  to  flee  from  idolatry,  by  the  conlideratioi^ 
of  tfiie  folly  and  wickednefs  of  the  criminal  prad:ices 
he  had  been  expofing,  and  the  gracious  promifes  that 
were  given  them.  In  treating  with  them,  he  ads 
tl)e  part  of  a  wife  affedionate  parent,  who  having 
fh^ply  animadverted  on  the  faults  of  his  children, 
his  difpleafure  fubfides,  and  he  kindly  aflTures  theiQ. 
of  the  mod  ample  encouragements.  How  forcible 
are  right  words  I  how  many  powerful  arguments  are 
here  luggefted  to  perfuade  men  to  return  to  God  1— 
The  firit  is  taken  from  the  preceding  difcourfe,  where- 
in the  abfurdity  and  criminality  of  idolatry  was  ftrong^ 
Jy  reprefented.  Remember  tiiefe  things  I  have  now 
^d,  that  you  may  ever  maintain  juft  .abhorrence  of 
'  '  .  tlw 
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the  inational  fhamefiil  pradlice  of  making  and  ferving 
idols.  Frequent  attentive  recolletftion  of  the  inftruc- 
tions  delivered  on  this  fubjeft,  may  prove  the  mean 
of  preferving  you  from  the  abominable  fuperftitions, 
by  which  multitudes  have  been  degraded  and  de- 
ftroyed.  Never  forget  the  comfortable  truths  I  am 
about  to  mention  ;  often  call  them  to  mind,  and  en- 
deavour to  live  continually  under  a  deep  fenfe  of 
your  intimate  relation  to  God,  and  the  infinite  obli- 
gations he  hath  brought  you  under  to  return  to  his 
fervice,  by  the  mercies  wherewith  he  hath  loaded 
youj  and  the  gracious  aflurances  he  hath  given  you. 
— The  next  motive  is  couched  in  the  defignations  of 
Jacob  and  Ifrael,  the  names  given  |o  tlie'illuftrious 
patriarch  from  whom  the  people  were  lineally  de- 
fended, to  whom  this  difcourie  was  primarily  di- 
reded.  Your  renowned  progenitor  conftantly  ad- 
hered to  the  worlhip  of  the  ttuc  God,  amidft  all  the 
temptations  and  oppofitions  with  which  he  con- 
tended. You,  then,  Ihew  yourfelves  worthy  of 
fuch  a  good  anceftor,  and  imitate  the  \Vorthy  exam- 
ple that  he  exhibited,of  unalienable  attachment  to  the 
fervice  of  the  hving  God — return  without  delay  to 
the  CJod  of  Ifrael,  and  ferve  him  with  all  your  heart, 
and  with  all  your  foul.  In  this  manner  judify  the 
charader  which  you  bear,  and  manifeft  youri'elves 
the  genuine  pofterity  of  fuch  a  fatherl^-— The  third  in- 
ducement  to  return  to  the  Lord  is  expreiled  in  thefe 
words.  Thou  art  myfervant^  &c.  And  ought  not  a 
fervant  who  hath  fooUfhly,  without  caufe,  departed 
from  his  mafter,  to  return  to  the  fervice  in  which  he 
folemnly  engaged,  and  to  which  he  is  bfound  by  the 
ftrongeil  ties  clofely  to  adhere.  I  felected  thee  from. 
among  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  that  thou  mighteft 
be  to  me  a  peculiar  people,  and  ferve  me  in  holinela 
and  righteoufnels  all  your  days.  For  this  veiy  pur- 
pofe  I  formed  thee,  that  thou  mighteft  be  employed. 
in  executing  my  pleafure.  If  you  look  for  fniit 
from  the  tree  that  you  planted,  and  from  the  fields 
that  you  cultivated,  then  I  m^  certainly  expeft 
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mueh  fervice  from  you,  whom  I  have  created,  and  on 
whom  I  have  conferred  many  important  benefits.— 
Tlie  fourth  argument  is  contained  in  this  gracious 
aflurance,  Thoujhalt  not  be  forg&tten  of  me.  In  the 
time  of  temptation  and  diftrefs,  when  the  comfort- 
able  evidences  of  the  divine  favour  are  obfcured  and 
not  perceived,  the  church  through  defpondency  is 
apt  to  complain,  *  O  Lord,  why  doft  thou  forget  ils 
♦'  for  ever?*  Such  Inoumful  expreffions  of  diftruft, 
which  are  apt  to  drop  froiti  the  lips  of  the  dejeded, 
ought  ta  be  cautioufly  avoided  ;  the  eternal  truth 
which  lies  now  before  us  ought  never  to  be  queftion- 
ed.  The  acknowledgment  made  of  old  by  the 
propl^t  Jeremiah  may  be  adopted  now  with  equal 
propriety,  ^  Ifrael  hath  not  been  forfaken,  nor  Judah, 
*  of  his  God,  the  Lord  of  hofts  */  Though  Ifrael  may 
be  often  forgotten  by  other  people,  though  they  may 
be  unmindful  of  the  Rock  of  falvation,  and  deal  falfe- 
ly  in  his  holy  covenant ;  yet  fuch  is  his  everlafting 
Jcindnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  that  they  are  continually 
in  his  remembrance.  Doubt  not,  then,  of  the  pater- 
nal care  of  God's  providence,  or  of  his  unchangeable 
Veracity  pledged  in  his  promifcs. 

22  I  have  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  thjf 
tranlgreffions,  and,  as  a  cloud,  thy  fins :  return 
'  unto  me ;  for  I  have  redeemed  thee. 

That  no  confideration  might  be  wanting  to  en- 
tourage fpeedy  return  to  God,  two  more  arguments 
are  fubjoinecl,  to  enforce  compUance  with  the  ex- 
hortation. In  the  firft  is  exprefled  God's  forgiving 
mercy,  whereby  hef  pardons  mens  tranfgrelfions, 
remits  their  debts,  and  walhes  off  the  ftains  they  . 
have'contraded.  To  give  a  juft  idea  of  this  triumph- 
atrt  ad  of  divine  grace,  God  faith,  /  ha*oe  blotted 
Old  or  done  away  as  a  thich  cloud  thy  tranfp-ejffions^ 
— In  this  elegant  fifnilitude  whereby  the  lubied  is 
aiuftratedy  fins  are  compared  with  great  propriety  to 

cloudss 
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clouds  which  intervene  betwixt  the  fun  and  the 
earth,  obfcure  the  light  of  that  glorious  orb,  obftrudl 
his  luminous  rays,  and  prevent  their  direft  commu- 
nication to  the  inhabitants  of  this  globe.  In  like 
manner,  iniquity  feparates  between  God*  the  Father 
of  lights,  and' thofe  who  offend,  him  ;  and  hinders  the 
enjoyment  of  the  refrefhing  light  of  his  countenance. 
Enormous  (ins,  like  thick  clouds  which  have  a  threat*- 
cning  afpe<%,  and  portend  fome  approaching  tempeft, 
expofe  to  terrible  ftorms  of  divine  vengeance ;  which 
are  ready  to  burft  upon  the  guilty,  and  to  overwhelm 
them  in  deftruftion. — All  thefe  trefpaffesof  his  people, 
God  faith  he  blots  out,  or  takes  away,  even  as  a  cloud 
fafpended  in  the  air,  that  feldojm  continues  long  in 
one  place.  As  the  vapours  whereof  it  is  compofed 
are  loon  diffipated  by  the  warming  beams  of  the  fun, 
and  quickly  difperfed  by  the  winds,  fo  that  the  leaft 
veftige  of  it  cannot  be  perceived :  In  like  manner, 
when  the  Lord  arifes  toaccomplifh  the  lalvation  lof 
his  people,  he  richly  difplays  the  benign  influence  of 
his  grace,  in  caufing  all  their  iniquities  to  pafs  away, 
in  removing  them  out  of  his  fight,  and  putting  them 
av/ay  as  far  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  weft.— Well  doth 
it  become  us,  with  the  royal  poet,  to  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  Jehovah,  whofe  mercies  are  very  great  to- 
ward them  that  fear  him.  In  the  ftupendous  vault 
of  heaven,  we  contemplate  a  beautiful  emblem  of  the 
immeafurabte  height  and  boundlefs  extent  of  tljat 
mercy  which  forgives  all  trefpaUbs. 

Tranfgreffions  and  fins  are  both  mentioned,  which 
coihprife  all  manner  of  iniquity,  whether  greater  or 
kffer ;  to  intimate  the  univerfal  indemnity  granted 
by  Jehovah  to  thofe  on  whom  he  confers  this  inefli- 
mable  bleffing.  In  pardoning  his  people,  God  freely 
forgives  them  aU  their  fins  of  every  defcription,  flow- 
ing from  corrupt  propenfities  and  evil  habits,  com* 
mitted  through  ignorance,  infinnity,  temptation, ;  or 
prefumption.  Words  are  therefore  multiplied  to  ex- 
prefe  the  fulnefs  of  this  bleffing  which  he  is  pleafed 
gracioufly  to  impart ;  in  confequence  whereof  they  turn 
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from  dead  idols  to  ferve  the  livingGcd.  What  a  power- 
ful motive  to  compliance  with  the  following  gracious 
invitation ;  their  ftate  is  liappily  changed  and  improv- 
cd.  Tlie  reviving  intimation  of  thepardon  of  fin  difiniff- 
cs  thofe  glr-omy  apprehenfion<5,  perplexing  fears,  and 
dtead  of  punifhment  which  difturbed  the  mind.  AU 
appears  bright  and  ferene,  the  light  of  God's  counte- 
nance fhines  forth,  comfort  andjoyfpring  up,  hope  that 
maketh  not  alhamed  is  excited,  and  true  felicity  is 
enjoyed.  O  the  bleflednefles  of  the  man  (the  He- 
brew word  in  Pfalm  xxxii.  i.  is  in  the  plural  num- 
ber) wbofe  ti-anfgreflions  are  forgiven,  whofe  fin  is 
covered !  What  an  accumulation  of  bleffings  are 
bis  portion  whofe  iniquities  are  forgiven  !  How  ma- 
ny good  things  concur  to  conftitute  his  happinefs ! 
He  is  truly  blefled  in  foul  and  body,  in  this  and  the 
future  world.  Heai'ken  then  to  the  exhortation  fub- 
joined  I 

Return  unto  me.  Be  awakened  to  a  deep  fenfe  d 
your  fin  and  foHy,  in  having  turned  to  me  the  back 
and  not  the  face ;  in  having  forfaken  the  fountain  of 
lixing  waters,  and  hewn  out  to  yourfelves  broken 
cifterns  that  can  hold  no  water;  in  loving  and  fendng 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator.  Forfakc  the 
fooliih,  and  live  and  go  in  the  way  of  underftanding. 
Heartily  renounce  the  idols  that  you  have  fervcd, 
,and  the  wicked  ways  wherein  you  have  gone,  with 
juft  abhorrence  of  your  doings,  that  have  not  been 
good.  In  the  ufe  of  appointed  means,  and  in  hum- 
ble dependtoce  on  my  promifed  Spirit,  call  away  all 
ypur  tranfgrcflions  whercui  you  have  indulged,  that 
invplve  men  in  deftrudion  and  perdition.  Return 
\into  me  with  all  your  hearts ;  that  henceforth  you 
may  be  employed  in  my  worfhip,  fervice,  aijd  obe^ 
dience,  and  cleave  unto  me,  your  Saviour  and  Lord, 
with  full  purpofeof  heart. — For  I  have  redeemed  thee 
from  flavery  in  Egypt ;  from  the  hands  of  thy  pow- 
erful enemies ;  and,  according  to  my  purpofe,  I  will 
deliver  thee  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  as  embletiis 
of  the  great  fpiritual  eternal  redemption  to  be  effeft- 
ed  by  the  Mefliah  in  ;the  fulnefs  of  time,  for  all  my 
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peculiar  people,  afubjedt  often  mentioned  in  this  facred 
volume.  Return  unto  Godj'and  he  will  return  unto  you; 
he  will  hav^  mercy  upon  you;  he  will  heal  your  back*" 
Hidings,  love  you  freely,  and  receive  you  gracioufly* 
He  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  and 
not  turn  away  from  doing  you  good  ;  he  will  open 
to  you  the  treafures  of  his  grace,  and  enrich  you  with 
the  precious  bleffings  contained  in  his  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promifes.  Let  tvtxy  heart,  then," 
reply.  Turn  thou  me,  O  Lord,  and  I  Ihall  be  turned. 

23  Sing,  O  ye  heavens ;  for  the^  LORD 
hath  done  U :  fhout,  ye  lower  parts  of  thq 
earth :  break  forth  into  linging,  ye  moun^ 
tains,  O  forell,  and  every  tree  therein :  for 
the  LORD  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glori^ 
fied  himfelf  in  lfr>el. 

Tranfported  with  the  view  of  the  predidled  events, 
Ifaiah  calls  upon  the  whole  creation  to  fing  the 
pmifes  of  Jehovah,  and  to  celebrate  the  great  benefit 
of  redemption.  With  this  enlivening  profpeft  fully 
in-  his  vie\^,  be  invites  the  heavens,  with  all  their  in- 
numerable if  bs ;  the  fun,  the  great  fource  of  light, 
the  moon  that  fhines  with  a  luftre  borrowed  from  his 
beams,  and  the  (tars  which  glider  in  the  firmament 
by  night,  to  teftify  their  exultation  and  joy — Shout 
with  the  voice  of  triumph  and  gratitude  ye  lower 
parts  of  the  eaith,  that  are  rendered  fertile  and  plea* 
£iat  by  celeftial  influences,  and  that  are  covered  with 
corns,  with  vegetables,  and  animals  of  various 
dcfcriptions. — Break  forth  mto  finging,  ye  moun- 
^uns  that  are  remarkable,  for  elevation,  beauty, 
and  fruitfulnels,  and  which  are  crowned  with  plenty 
— O  foreil,  ye  verdant  lofty  trees  of  every  fpecies, 
unite  in  the  chorus  of  praife  and  thanklgivmg 
to  the  glorious  Redeemer  of  his  people.— Sucli 
is  the  hteral  import  of  the  words  before  us,  which 
may  be  underftood  in  their  figurative  fenfe — By  the 
bcavens  may  be  intended  the  celeftial  inhabitants, 
who  are  capable  of  celebrating  with  delight  and  joy 
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the  praifes  of  Jehovah ;  namely,  angels,  with  patri* 
archs,  prophets,  and  faints,  who  lived  under  the 
Old  Tdlament.  The  lower  parts  of  the/^arth,  may 
denote  the  humble  ftate  of  the  Gentiles,  who  had 
not  been  exalted  to  fuch  high  rank  and  diflinguifbing 
advantages  as  the  mountains,  which  may  fignify  thofe 
who  poflefled  greater .  eminence,  higher  privileges^ 
aiid  more  extensive  influence.  The  foreft  with  the 
trees  thereof,  may  denote  large  cities  and  towns,  in 
which  were  great  numbers  of  people  that  had  arifea 
to  confiderable  opulence,  dignity,  and  authority* 
According  to  this  interpretation,  all  thefe  fcveral 
clafles  of  perfons  are  called  to  join  in  finging  and 
fliouting.  In  this  bold  figure,  \^  hich  hath  an  un- 
common force  of  expreffion  ;  characler,  and  adjon, 
are  attributed  to  irrational  inanimate  objects.  Our 
Prophet,  infpired  with  ardent  gratitude  to  God,  for 
the  great  mercies  mentiqned  in  the  preceding  verfe, 
addrefies  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  as  if  animated 
with  life,  ^nd  capable  of  affecStion  ;  or  as  the  habi- 
tations of  intelligent  creatures,  who  are  invited  to 
magnify  the  Lord,  for  the  benefits  he  confers  upon 
his  people.  '   . 

For  the  Lord  hath  done  ity  &c.  If  ycii  affc  what 
ground  of  joy  and  triumph  could  the  deliverance  of 
the  pofterity  of  Jacob  from  captivity,,  afibrd  to  the 
inllabit^nts  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  I  anfwer,  that  th^ 
^ifpofition  of  all  things  depends  entirely  upon  the 
purpofe  of  God  in  Jelus  Ghrift,  to  be  accomplilhed 
to  his  church.  For  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  God, 
by  whom  he  is  ferved  and  glorified,  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  continue  to  this  day,  and  fhall  re- 
main until  the  confummation  of  all  things.  Tfee 
refl:oration  of  the  Jewifti  people  to  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, was  indifpenlibly  r^quifite  to  the  fulfilment  of 
the  promifes  made  unto  the  fathers.  Acccwrding  to 
the  predictions  of  the  prophets,  the  kingdom  of 
Mefliah  muft  have  been  founded  in  Ziqn,  and  ereded 
in  Judea,  whilil  the  temple  of  Jentfalcm  was  ftand- 
ing;  and  from  thence  it  was  to  be  extended  over  the 
whole  earth.    Thefe  circumftaitees,  and  others  of 
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equal  importance  coimeded  with  them,  could  not 
liave  happened  unlefs  the  children  of  Ifrael  bad  been 
nftored  to  their  own  land.  In  this  event  commen- 
ced the  accohipliihment  of  the  ancient  prophecies, 
mi&  the  intimate  union  that  was  to  fubu&l  betwixt 
heaven  and  earth.  Belides  every  creature  whereiiji 
is  life,  naturally  defires  its  pr^fervation  j  and  as  that 
depends  on  the  €Xiilence  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Sou 
of  God,  which  was  to  arifc  in  the  land  t)f  Judea,  pof- 
i^MIed  by  the  Jews;  the  whole  univerfe  is  required  to 
qelebi^te  with  triumph  their  return  into  Paleftine# 
By  this  aufpicious  event,  which  God  who  is  faithful 
iiath  effeded,  he  exadly  executed  his  intended  work 
according  to  his  proraife ;  hisconfummate  excellencies 
were  eminently  exhibited,  his  name  was  highly  glo- 
fified,  and  his  people  refcued  from  captivity  ;  fo  that 
this  4ifpenfation  of  Providence  afforded  much  ground 
of  gratitude  and  praife. — Let  us  then  join  in  celebra- 
ting  the  ever  enduring  mercy  of  Jehovah,  whereby 
the  pofterity  of  Jacob  were  delivered  from  captivity 
and  bondage,  and  fettled  in  the  inheritance  promifed 
to  their  fatbvs.  Efpecially  let  us  extol  dnd  magnify 
the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  whereby  was  ac- 
i^omphihed  the  great  redemption  which  yrzs  thus  ex- 
hibited—The people  of  God  refcued  from  fpiritual 
bondage  and  oppreflion,  and  condufted  through  this 
wprld  into  the  heavenly  Canaan,  the  promifed  eter- 
nal inheritance  referved  for  the  ikints  m  light. 

24  Thus  faith  the  LORD,  thy  Redeemer, 
and  he  that  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  I 
/m  the  LORD  that  maketh  all  things ;  that 
ftretchethforth  the  heavens  alone  j  that  fpreadr 
eth  abroad  the  earth  by  myfelf  ^ 

The  important  fubjeft  here  treated,  is  illuftx^ated 
by  a  magnificent  defcription  of  the  glorious  Author 
by  whom  it  was  to  be  realized,  in  which  he  claims  the 
inofl  fubhme  characters  and  intimate  relations  to  his 
people.  Thofe  mentioned  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
^  VdL,  UL  ?  I  verfe, 
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verfe,  I  lately  confidered,  and  fliell  not  attiempt  at 
prefent  to  refume  or  to  add  to  what  was  faid  on  thefe 
topics.  The  frequent  repetition  of  the  comfortable 
truths  aflerted^  in  this  verfe,  that  God  is  the  Re- 
deemer of  his  people,  and  he  that  formed  them 
in  the  earlieft  (late  of  their  exiftence,  inculcates  the 
high  importance  of  maintaining  a  permanent  fenfe 
of  our  infinite  obligations  to  him,  for  the  bounties  of 
his  providence,  and  the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  grace. 
— /tf;w  the  Lord  that  maketh  nil  things  ;  who  creat- 
ed the  heavens  with  all  their  hofts ;  the  earth,  and 
^11  that  is  therein  ;  the  fea,  with  its  immenfe  (lores ; 
and  the  land,  with  all  its  valuable  produ6lions — Who 
gave  exiftence  to  the  eaftem,  (buthem,  weftem,  and 
northern  regions  of  the  univerfe  ;  to  time,  and  its  fe- 
veral  diftributions  into  years  and  feafons,  months  and 
weeks,  days  and  nights — Who  fa(hioned  the  elegant 
llru6lure  of  the  human  body  ;  which  is  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made ;  and  formed  the  fpirit  of  man, 
that  is  within  him,  with  all  its  noble  powers  and  fa- 
culties. Matter,  form,  life  of  every  fort^  are  all  en- 
tirely his  production  ;  not  for  the  honour  of  another, 
but  for  his  own  pleafure  and  glory ;  who  hath  abib* 
Jute  underived  independent  right,  to  govern  and  dif- 
pofe  of  all  that  he  hath  made,  as  feemeth  good  in 
his  fight. — With  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  ought 
we  to  fall  down  before  him  that  fitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  worfhip  him  for  ever  and  ever;  faying, 

*  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory^  honour, 

*  and  power ;  for  thou  haft  creat.ed  all  things,  and 

*  for  thy  pleafure  they  are  and  were  created  */ 

^bat  Jiretcheth  forth  the  heavens  alone  ;  which 
&rm  a  magnificent  canopy  over  the  whole  earth,  with 
all  its  innumerable  inhabitants ;  enlightened  and  a- 
domed  by  the  celeflial  luminaries.  This  noble  pa- 
vilion, was  originally  framed  and  fumilhed  by  its 
omnipotent  Maker,  with  infinitely  greater  eafe  than 
man  can  conftrud  or  pitch  a  tabernacle  for  his  tern- 
porary  refidence.— 7*^^/  fpreadeth  abroad  the  earth 

b^ 
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by  myfelf.  As  a  tent  or  curtain  is  extended  at  plea- 
iure,  by  unfolding  the  parts  whereof  it  is  compofed ; 
fo  Jehovah  fpread  forth  the  earth  into  the  fhape  and 
fize  he  purpofed  to  form  it.  He  difpofed  and  adjuft- 
ed  the  various  materials  whereof  it  is  conftituted,  dif- 
perfing  throughout  the  vaft  body,  the  rocks,  the 
minerals,  the  metals,  the  waters ;  covering  them  with 
a  foil  adapted  to  the  vegetation  of  plants  and  trees,  of 
herbs  and  corns,  requifite  to  the  fuftenance  and  com- 
fort of  man  and  beaft  ;  fuited  to  give  the  furface  a 
richly  diverfified  appearance,  to  excite  admiratbn 
and  delight.  All  thefe  things  the  Lord  God  did  a- 
lone  and  by  himfelf,  without  the  concurrence  or  aid 
of  any  perfon  whatever.  There  was  none  who  co- 
operated with  him,  and  affifted  him  in  forming  any 
part  of  the  immenfe  fabrick  of  creation.  He  needed 
not,  ^nd  employed  not,  any  foreign  aid ;  fo  that 
none  have  right  to  claim,  or  fhare  with  him  in  the 
praife  and  glory  which  are  due  folely  to  him.  As 
he  alone  is  Jehovah  and  befides  him  there  is  no  God, 
lb  he  alone  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth. — Atten- 
tively contemplate  the ,  wonderful  works  of  God,  to. 
which  there  are  none  that  can  be  equalled,  that  glo- 
rioufly  difplay  his  divine  attributes,  and  aiford  an  ex- 
cellent commentary  upon  the  holy  fcriptures.  Con- 
fider  their  grandeur,  their  number,  their  drftances, 
thehr  diverfity,  and  their  defign;  and  you  may  per- 
ceive convincing  evidence  of  his  exiftence  and  per- 
fedions.  This  charafter  of  Creator  he  here  affumes, 
to  remind  his  people  of  his  confummate  ability  to 
refcue  them  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  whereby  he 
was  to  give  an  illuftrious  difplay  of  his  grace,  power^ 
veradity,  and  care  of  tlieir  mterefts, 

25  That  fruflrateth  the  tokens  of  the  liars, 
and  maketh  diviners  mad ;  that  tumeth  wife 
m«»  backward,  and  maketh  their  knowledge 
foolifh ; 

About  the  tune  of  the  reftorationof  the  Jews  from 

he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  IXCTURES  on  the     Qiap.  XHV. 

the  land  of  Afl^^ria,  the  Mcdes  and  Perfians  carried 
pn  war  againft  the  Babylonians,  whofe  aftrologers, 
diviners,  and  foothfayers,  foretold  that  the  war  was 
to  terminate  in  their  favour ;  that  the  empire  was  to 
flourifh,  and  for  a  long  period  to  enjoy  profperity. 
The  folHes  and  abfurdities  of  all  thefe  clafles  of  pre^ 
tended  wife  men,  were  to  be  expofed  to  contempt 
and  fcorn.  The  Hebrew  word  here  tranilated  liar^ 
fignifies  that  order  of  men  who,  fequeftcgriHg  them'- 
felves  from  commerce  with  fociety,  were  endployed 
in  contemplating  tilings  fiicrcd,  in  conjeduring  and 
foretelling  future  events.  The  tokens  or  fi^  oft 
;which  they  founded  their  prognoilications  were  the  a- 
fped  of  the  iky,  the  appearance  of  the  heavenly  bo^ 
dies,  the  pofition  of  the  inwards  of  beafts  or  fcwK 
and  other  uncertain,  circumftances ;  whereby  they 
pretended  to  determine  the  fate  of  individuals  and 
nations.  Thefe  devices  God,  acccording  to  his  plea* 
fure,  fruftrates  and  makes  of  no  effed. — And  maketh 
diviners  mad.  Divmers,  as  diftinguiihed  ftom  thofe 
above  mentioned,  were  perfonj  who  alledged,  that  by 
means  of  intercourfe  widi  daemons,  and  the  ipirits  o^ 
the  dead,  and  by  certain  facrifices  and  incantation^ 
they  could  difcover  and  foretel  things  fecret  and  fu- 
ture, and  ^vert  impending  calamities.  This  art  of 
divination  was  much  pradifed  by  the  Chaldeans  and 
other  eaftern  nafipns,  and  feems  to  have  been  ufcd- 
among  the  Jews  in  the  days  of  Ahaz  king  of  Judah*» 
Perfons  of  this  charafter  God  fometimes  renders  fa 
perplexed  and  diflrafted,  that  they  know  not  what 
to  do ;  they  appear  like  men  utterly  deprived  of  rea- 
son and  judgment.— Ti^tf^/^rw^/A  wife  men  hackw4rd. 
'By  the  wife  men  may  be  intended  philofopheES  and  • 
other  adepts  in  natural  fcience,  who  poffeffed  great 
iagacity,  a  penetrating  genius,  extcfnifiye  knowledge, 
artful  contrivance,  and  large  experience ;  and  oo 
thefe  accounts  were  much  refpeded,  and  refortfed  to 
for  inflruftion.  Thefe  perfons  the  Almighty  when 
ke  fees  proper  expofes  to  public  Ihame,  by  convert- 
ing 
•  Hot  i\r.  X2.. 
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ing  the  knowledge  whereof  they  boafted  into  a 
ground  of  difgrace,  aitd  making  it  to  appear  no  bet-  , 
ter  than  egregious  folly.    In  this  manner  are  verified 
the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  *  The  Lord  bringeth  the 
coimfel  of  the  heathen  to  nought,  he  maketh  the  de« 
vices  of  the  people  of  none  efFed  *.     Some  remark- 
able inftances  of  this  fort  are  recorded  in  fcripture  ; 
as  of  the  niagicians  and  wife  men  of  Egypt,  and  the 
diviners  and  foothfayers  of  JBabylonj    Thefe  afts  of- 
cmmipotence  are  the  glorious  pgerogative  of  Jehovah, 
and  afford  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  divinity  of  the  God    / 
oflfrael, 

26  That  confirmeth  the  word  of  his  fer- 
vant,  and  performeththe  counfel  of  his  mef- 
fengcrs ;  that  faith  to  Jerufalem,  Thou  (halt 
be  inhabited ;  and  to  the  cities  of  Judah,  Ye 
fliall  be  built,  and  I  will  raife  up  the  decayed 
places  thereof: 

Jdiovah  demonftrates  that  he  is  the  true  God,  not' 
only  by  fruftrating  the  artifices  of  thofe  who  malce 
the  higheft  pretenfions  to  difceniment  and  wifdom, 
but  alfo  by  verifying  the  predidions  of  his  fei-vants. 
So  firmly  perfuaded  was  our  Prophet  of  the  fulfilment 
of  his  prophecy,  though  it  was  not  to  be  accomplifh- 
ed  for  a  coofiderable  period  of  time,  that  be  fpeaks 
as  if  it  had  been  already  done.  Ifaiah,  who  clearly 
predicted  the  event  to  which  he  primarily  referred, 
teems  to  have  been  the  fervant  of  Jehovah  efpecially 
intended.  Thisis  the  honourable  charaftergiven  to  him, 
to  Mofes,  to  David,  with  many  others  who  were  ap- 
propriated to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  affiduoufly  em- 
ployed in  their  great  Matter's  work,  whom  they  fer- 
ved  with  their  fpirits  and  with  pure  confciences. — 
And  performeih  the  counfeL  of  his  mcjfengers^  thofe  e-  . 
minent  men  who  were  fent  by  him  to  publifh  his 
mind  to  his  church,  to  make  known  to  them  the 
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way  of  falvatipn,  and  to  announce  the  advent  of  his 
.  Son  into  the  world  in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  The  doc- 
trine, compriiing  prediftrons,  promifes,  and  threat- 
enings,  which  they  delivered  in  the  name  and  by 
the  command  of  the  everlaftmg  God,  Jehovah  never 
fails  to  ratify,  eftablilh,  and  fulfil.  Though  there 
may  be  a  peculiar  reference  iti  the  words  before  m 
to  the  edift  of  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia  refpedjng  the 
building  of  the  houfe  of  God  at  Jerufalem,  they  con- 
tain a  general  impori^t  truth  worthy  of  attentive 
confideration.  As 'the  law  of  God  is  faid  to  be  made 
void  by  the  tranfgreffions  of  men,  and  to  be  eftar 
blifhed  by  producing  its  proper  effeft,  univerfal  obe* 
dience;  in  like  manner  the  promifes  and  threaten- 
ings  recorded  in  the  word  of  God  are  corifinned  by 
their  e5ca6t  fulfilment.  Every  event  that  happens  ac 
cording  to  the  predidlions  of  fcripture  aflfords  a  new 
proof  of  its  certainty,  a  remarkable  confirmation  of 
its  truth.  The  accomplifhment  of  one  part  gives  af- 
furance  that  the  whole  fhall  be  verified  in  due  fea- 
fon.  Thus  the  fulfilment  of  the  promife  made  to  A- 
braham,  that  God  would  make  of  him  a  greajt  nation, 
that  he  would  blefs  him,  make  his  name  great,  and 
give  the  land  of  Canaan  to  his  pofterity  !  And  of 
that  made  to  David,  that  he  would  eftablifli  his  king- 
dom, and  bf  the  fruit  of  his  loins  according  to  the 
ilefti  he  would  raife  up  Chrift  to  fit  upon  his  throne, 
attefts  the  truth  of  the  word  of  God.  What  indeed 
are  all  the  operations  of  divine  providence  ai^d  grace 
toward  nations,  churches,  and  individuals,  but  proofs 
that  the  fcriptures  were  written  by  holy  men  of 
God  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
of  the  divinity  of  the  doftrines  publiftied  by  the 
melfengers  of  heaven  ? — Confiderthen,  brethren,  if 
the  teftimony  of  God  hath  been  confirmed  in  you. 
Hath  God  fulfilled  in  you  all  the  good  pleafure  of  his 
goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  powder  ?  hath 
he  given  you  new  hearts  and  right  ipirits  ?  hath  he 
redlified  your  judgments  ?  hath  he  enlightened  yoot 
underftandings  ?  hath  he  awakened  your  confcien- 

ces. 
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ces,  and  regulated  your  affedions,  and  thus  given 
you  to  experience  the  veracity  of  his  word,  when  ac- 
companied with  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and 
with  power  ?  If  in  this  manner  it  hath  been  con- 
firmed to  you  with  thefe  figns  and  wonders  and  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  the  propofition  here  affirmed 
will  be  eftabliihed  by  the  moft  fatisfying  evidence 
that  you' could  defire. 

That  faith  t9  Jerufalem  &c.  The  metropolis  of 
Judea,  iituated  on  mount  Zion,  beautified  by  the 
magnificient  temple  built  for  the  worfhip  of  Jehovah, 
encompa0ed  by  walls  and  towers  of  conliderable 
ftrength.  Glorious,  things  which  I  ftay  not  to  recite 
were  fpoken  of  this  city  oif  God,  this  joy  of  the  whole 
earth,  in  whofe  palaces  God  was  known  for  a  refuge,. 
Notwithftanding  the  many  fignal  privileges  enjoy- 
ed by  the  inhabitants  of  this  once  highly  favoured 
city,  fuch  were^the  atrocious  crimes  and  abominable 
wickednefs,  wherein  its  inhabitants  obftinately  per- 
lifted,  that  their  tranfgreffions  exceeded  thofe  of  So- 
dom and  Gomorrah.  God  therefore  feot  againft  them 
the  A0yrians  who  ftript  them  of  their  riches,  depri- 
ved them  of  their  children,  burnt  their  habitations, 
their  city  and  temple,  and  carried  them  away  cap- 
tive out  of  their  own  land,  after  having  been  redu- 
ced to  the  greateft  ftraits  by  famine.  Thefe  calami^ 
ties  however  were  to  come  to  a  period  at  the  time 
determined  J  and  God  who  never  fails  to  verify  the 
word  of  his  fervants  declares,  •  thou  Ihalt  be  inhabi- 

*  ted,  and  to  the  other  cities  of  Judah,  ye  fliall  be 

*  built/  Accordingly  it  came  to  pafs  after  the  return 
of  the  Jewifh  people  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  Je- 
rtifalem  and  their  other  cities  were  rebuilt  and  repeo* 
pled.*  Thus  was  fulfilled  the  remarkable  prediftions 
relative  to  this  memorable  event,  particularly  that 
delivered  by  Jeremiah,  chap,  xxx,  1 8,  etfeq.    *  Thu^ 

*  faith  the  Lord,  Behold  I  will  bring  agam  the  cap- 

*  tivity  of  Jacob's  tents,  and  have  mercy  on  his  dwel- 

*  ling  places ;  and  the  city  Ihall  be  builded  on  her 
J  own  heap,  and  the  palace  ihali  remain  after  the 

manner 
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♦  manner  thereof.  And  out  of  them  fhail  proceed  the 

•  voice  of  thankfgiving,'  is^e. 

'    27  That  faith  to  the  deep,  Be  dry,  and  I 
will  dry  up  thy  rivers. 

Another  difplay  of  the  omnipotence  of  jthe  God  of 
Ifrael  is  fpecified'  in  thefe  words.     The  deep  is  in- 
tended to  denote  the  waters  of  the  large  river  Euph- 
ratesi  which  flowed  through  the  city  of  Babylon.   In 
order  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  this  ftrongly  fortified  city, 
which  was  deemed  impregnable,  on  accotmt  of  th« 
thicknefs  and  height  of  its  walls,  Cyrus  eSeSb^d  by  the 
following  ftratagem.     He  employed  his  army  to  cut 
a,  new  channel  for  the  river,  by  which  its  waters  wcrp 
conveyed  into  a  vaft  lake  of  forty  miles  fquare.  The 
coyrTe  of  the  river  being  changed  where  it  ran  thro* 
the  city,  the  channel,  which  was  rendered  ahnofl  diy, 
opened  a  paiiage  for  this  illuflrious  prince  and  his  ar- 
my, whereby  they  entered  the  city  by  night.    This 
arduous  enterprife  is  afcribed  to  the  command  of  Jc» 
hovah,  having  be?n  executed  by  his  diredion  and  au» 
thority,  who  tumeth  rivers  of  water  into  a  dry  place. 
Thus  did  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  dry  up  the  rivers, 
and  make  way  for  the  Medes  and  Perfians  to  feiic 
upon  the  riches  <^ Babylon,  and  to  deprive  that  gtta( 
city  of  its  power  and  government,  with  att  thdfc  im- 
menfe  treafures  which  it  poffefled, 

28  That  faith  to  Cyrus,  He  is  my  fhepherd, 
and  ihall  perform  all  my  pleafure :  even  fay- 
ing to  Jerufalem,  Thou  (halt  be  built;  and  to 
the  temple.  Thy  foundation  fliall  be  laid. 

'  The  perfon  who  was  dcftined  by  the  purpofe  and 
providence  of  God  to  execute  this  arduous  work  i) 
here  exprefsly  mentioned  by  the  name  of  Cyrus, 
which,  according  to  an  ancient  tradition,  fignifies  the 
Sun.  Thisillulliious  prince  was  the  fon  of  Cambyfes 
Jung  of  Perfia,  and  of  Mandana  daughter  of  AHyagcs 
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king  of  Media  j  and  educated  in  the  manner  6F  the 
Perfians,  who  trained  then-  children  to  endure  fatigue 
and  hardfhips.  Poflefled-  of  an  elegant  graceful  per-i. 
fon,  and  of  the  mod  amiable  difpofitions,  he  foon  be^ 
came  the  obje<St  of  general  admiration  and  eileem* 
In  his  youth  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  above  his  co-» 
temporaries  by  docility,  courage,  obedience,  patience, 
and  a  happy  fecflity  of  performing  every  thing  id 
which  he  engaged.  Iri  early  life  he  was  promotedj 
with  uiiiverfal  approbation,  by  his  uncle  CyaxereSj 
king  of  Media,  to  the  command  of  his  army.  This 
high  ftation  he  occupied  with  great  celebrity  and  fuc* 
ttfs  in  the  war  with  the  Babylonians;  and  as  the  re* 
W^d  of  his  eminent  fervices,  he  obtained  in  mar- 
liage  the  only  daughter  of  the  Median  monarch; 
Being  elevated  to  the  empire  of  Media  and  Perfiaj 
he  difplayed  all  thofe  noble  qualities  which  are  requi^ 
fite  to  form  a  great  man.  He  was  temperate,  wifei 
Valiant,  humane,  magnaninloUs ;  and  before  he  went 
forth  to  any  arduous  enterprife,  he  implored  the  dU 
t^Gtion  and  proteftion  of  the  gods.  EridoWed  with 
a  fine  genius,  and  the  utmoft  firmnefs  of  mind,  and 
polleiled  of  the  wonderful  art  of  gaining  peoples  af- 
fe£lions,  and  managing  their  tempers,  he  was  capa* 
pable  of  the  greateft  military  exertions,  and  of  exe- 
cuting the  mod  hazardous  defigns.  In  few  words, 
Cyrus  fliOTie  forth  with  peculiar  luftre  and  digni- 
ty, in  every  fphere  of  adlion;  and  his  life  was  a*^ 
domed^  with  all  thofe  lovely  virtues,  which  attra^ 
efteem  and  affcdion. .  With  all  thefe  admirable  ac- 
complifhments,  and  extraordinary  abilities,  he  was 
fumiihed  by  Jehovah  j^  that  he  might  be  the  inftru* 
ment  of  executing  his  gracious  purpofes  relative  td 
his  people. 

He  h  myjbephirdy  (faith  God)  who  fliall  conduct 
my  people  into  their  own  paftures  in  the  land  of  Ca* 
haan ;  take  care  of  their  interefts,'and  advance  theit 
profperity.  To  this  important  office,  I  have  appoint- 
ed and  called  fiim ;  and  for  the  execution  of  it,  he  is 
in  every  refped  qualified.  The.  words  of  Cyrus  on 
VoL.m.  3K  this 
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this  fubjed  are  truly  remarkable,  and  ferve  to  illuf- 
trate  the  charader  here  given  of  him.  .  Difcourfing 
with  his  courtiers  as  to  the  duties  of  a  king ;  he  obfer- 
ved,  that  a  prince  ought  to  ad  the  part  of  a  fhepherd 
toward  his  flock;  watching  over  them,  that  they  may 
live  in-  lafety ;  taking  charge  of  them,  that  they  may 
be  exempted  from  cares;  removing  whatever  is 
hurtful  to  them,  and  chooling  whatever  is  falutary — 
That  he  (hould  take  pleafure  in  feeing  them  increafe 
and  profper,  and  in  their  defence  valiantly  expofe 
himfelf  to  danger.  Such  were  the  noble  fentiments 
delivered  by  the  illuftrious  prince,  concerning  whom 
God  declares,  He  is  my  fhepherd — Even  faying  to 
jferu/alem,  Thoujhalt  be  built,  &c.  Though  in  the 
royal  proclamation  ifllied  by  Cyrus,  recorded  2  Chr. 
xxxvi.  22.  in  confequence  of  which  this  predidUon 
was  verified  ;  the  rebuilding  of  Jerufalem  is  not  ex- 
prefsly  mentioned,  yet  it  is  plainly  fuppofed;  for  had 
not  that  city  exifted,  the  edi£k  could  not  have  faid 
that  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  had  charged  the  king 
of  Perfia,  to  build  him  a  houfe  in  Jerufalem  which  is 
in  Judah.  Befides,  the  rebuilding  of  Jerufalem  was 
made  a  ground  of  complaint  to  Artaxerxcs  the  king, 
by  his  fervants,  who  informed  him  *  that  the  Jews 

*  who  came  from  thee  to  us,  are  come  unto  Jerufa- 

•  lem,  building  the  rebellious  and  bad  city,  and  have 
^  fet  up  the  walls,  and  joined  the  foundations •.'  Both 
parts  then  of  the  predi6lion  before  us  were  exactly 
fulfilled,  in  x:onfequence  of  the  proclamation  made  by 
Cyrus,  whom  God  had  appointed  to  be  his  fhepherd. 
—As  God  is  gracious  in  the  promifes  that  he  gives  to 
his  people,  fo  he  is  faithful  in  accomplifliing  them  in 
jdue  feafon.  Whilft  the  Jews  were  detained  in  hard 
bondage  at  Babylon,  and  ftridly  prohibited  from 
departing  that  country,  their  deliverance,  and  the 
reftoration  of  the  cities  of  Judah  to  their  foim:rpro- 
fperity,  feemed  mod  improbable.  No  obitacle  or 
oppofition,  however,  could  have  hindered  the  fulfil- 
ment of  thefe  predided  events.     Had  their  enemies 

not 
♦  Ezra  iv.  J2. 
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not  only  forbid,  their  departure,  and  the  rebuilding 
of  their  city  and  temple ;  but  bound  them  in  fetters, 
call  them  into  dungqons,  and  planted  over  them  the 
ftrongeft  guards,  they  could  not  haye  prevented  the 
promifed  reftoration.  The  wifeft  human  policy,  tlie 
greateft  human  exertions,  could  not  have  fniftratedthe 
counfel  of  Jehovah :  no  created  wifdom  or  ftrength 
Gould  have  cbunterafted  his  defign,  in  whofe  hand 
there  is  power  and  might— To  \yhoni  be  glory  fpjr 
ever.    Amen, 


Pfi^M- 
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IN  the  fecond  fedlioa  of  this  prophetic  difcourfe, 
contained  in  the  chapter  on  which  wc  now  en- 
ter, the  L^rd  God  of  lirael  declares  at  great  kngth, 
}iis  purpofe  of  employing  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia,  to  o- 
verthrow  the  Babylonian  empire ;  that  he  might  ac- 
complilh  his  gracious  deiigns  toward  his  peculiar  peo« 
.  pie,  and  give  check  to  the  murmurings  of  thofe  who 
maligned  the  ways  of  Providence.  By  this  memo- 
rable event,  and  its  joyful  confequences,  Jehovah 
clearly  demonllrated,  that  he  is  the  Governor  among 
the  nations ;  that  idolatry  is  altogether  vain  and  ab- 
furd;  and  therefore  that  people  of  every  region  ought 
to  comply  with  his  gracious  invitation,  to  come  and 
participate  of  the  right eoufnefs  and  falvation  of  the 
Son  of  God. — The  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  is 
introduced  addreffing  Cyrus,  to  whom  the  oration  is 
direded,  all  nations  are  invited  to  draw  neaF  and  at- 
tend to  this  fubjeft ;  and  the  chorus,  reprefenting  the 
church  of  God,  exprefs  their  cordial  approbation  of 
the  ways  of  Providence.  Our  Prophet  begins  by  an- 
nouncing the  purpofe  of  Jehovah,  of  giving  to  the 
Perfian  monarch  the  dominion  of  the  eaft ;  of  em- 
ploying him  to  overturn  the  Babylonian  monarchy ; 
and  by  ftating  the  reafons  of  his  determinate  counfel 
relative  to  this  matter,  ver.  i — 5. — Some  of  the  great 
defigns  which  were  to  be  efFe6led  by  this  momentous 
event,  and  the  happy  confequences  that  were  to  re- 
fult  from  it,  whereby  thofe  \yho  traduced  divine  dif- 
penfations  were  to  be  confounded,  are  then  brought 
into  view,  6 — 10. — The  Godof  Ifrael  again  proceeds 
to  vindicate  his  own  honour,  as  the  Creator  and  Go- 
vernor of  the  world,  in  affigning  this  fervice  to  Cy- 
rus J  by  (hewing  farther  joyful  efFeds  which  were  to 
accompany  the  execution  of  this  arduous  work, 
V.  11 — 14.— The  chorus,  reprefenting  the  church  of 
Cod,  are  then  brought  forward  celebrating  the  per- 
.    ,.    ....   ,.  .,     .        felons 
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fedions  and  providence  of  Jehorah,  difpbyed  pt  the 
eterQ^l  falvation  of  his  people,  v;  15 — 17.— After 
which  Ckxl  eltabliibes  tte  truth  of  his  divmity,  from 
'  the  prediiUon  of  this  gloriqus  work,  and  reproves  the 
folly  of  idolater,  v.  1 8 — z  1  .—The  chapter  concludes 
vrith  a  gracious  invitation  to  all  the  people  of  the 
earth,  to  come  and  (hare  in  the  righteoufnefe  and  rc^ 
demption  of  the  Meifiah ;  and  to  believe  in  him  to 
whom  every  bnee  (hall  bow,  and  every  tongue  coa* 
(e<s,  v.  a  5^—25. 


CHAP.    XLV. 


THUS  faith  the  LORD  to  his  anointed,  t(> 
Cyrus,  whole  right  hand  I  have  hoiden, 
to  fubdue  nations  before  him  ;  and  1  v^^iU 
loofe  the  loins  ol  kings,  to  open  before  hini 
the  two  leaved  gates  j  and  the  gates  fliall  not 
be  ihut.  ^ 

With  this  folemn  introdudion  commences  the  fbU 
lowing  copbus  declaration  of  the  divine  purpofe,  re-9 
fpe€ting  the  conquefts  of  Cyrus,  who  is  here  dignified 
with  the  title  of  the  Lord's  anointed.  The<:haradler 
bath  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  ancient  pradice  of 
anointing  thofe  who  were  invelled  with  royal  majef^ 
ty  and  authority.  Of  this  cuftom  feveral  inftance$ 
occur  in  fcripture  hiftory,  which  I  ftay  not  to  recite. 
The  expreffion  may  import  that  God  had  appointed 
the  Periian  inonarch,  to  be  the  inftrument  of  dellroy-. 
mg  the  Babylqnmn  ent)>ire,  and  of  reftoring  his  peo-* 
pie  to  lib^y,  and  to  their  own  land ;  and  that  he 
had  eadqwed  him  with  abilities  requite  for  the  exe-^ 
cutjiDfi  of  the  important  fervice  to  which  be  was  def-. 
UuQd.^aboJe  right  hand  I  have  hotden*  Cyrus  19 
^re  ^d^ehed  as  ai  he  had  actually  exilted  at  the 

time 
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time  this  prophecy  was  delivered,  though  he  did  not 
flourifh  until  about  1 70  years  after  this  period.  A 
fignal  proof  of  his  perfeA  foreknowledge,  who  calls 
the  things  that  are  not  as  though  they  were,  and  to 
whom  all  his  works  are  known  from  the  beginning. 
The  words  here  ufed  in  relation  to  this  prince,  plain- ^ 
ly  intimate,  that  the  Almighty  would  uphold,  flrength- 
en,  and  dired  him  in  fulfilling  his  pleafure,  and  con- 
dud  him  fafely  through  the  hazardous  enterprife 
wherein  he  was  to  engage. — TofubJue  nations  before 
Ijim^  and  to  bring  them  into  fubjeftion  to  his  autho- 
rity.  Thefe  extenfive  conquefts  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch, in  his  royal  proclamation  I  lately  mentioned, 
afcribed  to  the  interpofition  of  the  Lord  God  of  hea- 
ven, who  gave  him,  as  he  acknowledged,  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth. — And  I  'will  loofe  the  loins  of 
tings.  The  monarchs  of  ealtem  nations  were  accul- 
tomed  anciently  to  wear  girdles  about  their  loins, 
which  were  confidered  as  giving  ftrength  and  firm- 
nefs  to  their  bodies ;  and  being  richly  decorated,  fer- 
ved  as  badges  of  royal  dignity.  When,  therefore, 
God  declares  that  he  would  deprive  them  of  their 
girdles,  and  loofe  their  loins,  the  expreffion  imports, 
that  he  would  diveft  them  of  their  power  and  ma- 
jefty,  and  reduce  them  to  a  mean  and  contemptible 
€ondition.  This  predidion  was  remarkably  verified 
in  the  Afiatic  princes,  who  were  ftruck  with  terror  at 
the  vidories  of  Cyrus,  and  by  him  ftript  of  their 
thrones  and  kingdoms.— Ti?  open  before  him  the  two- 
leaved  gates,  &c.  The  gates  of  fortified  cities,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  Babylon,  are,  1  fuppofe,  chiefly  intend- 
ed. The  gates  of  that  city,  leading  from  the  ftreets 
to  the  river,  were  providentially  left  open  in  the  ge- 
neral diforder,  occafioned  by  the  great  fealt  celebra- 
ted at  the  time  Cyruses  forces  entered  the  city  by 
night,  through  the  channel  of  the  Euphrates.  And 
the  gates  of  the  palace  were  raftily  opened,  to  en- 
quire what  was  the  caufe  of  the  tumult  without,  when 
Ae  Perfian  and  Median  foldiers  rulhed  in  and  took 
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poileilion  of  the  royal  refldence*     Thus  was  accom- 
plifhed  what  is  here  foretold. 

2 1  will  go  before  thee,  and  make  the  crook- 
ed places  ftraight :  I  will  break  in  pieces  the 
gates  of  brafs,  and  cut  in*funder  the  bars  of 
iron. 

Farther  encouraging  aflurances  are  given  to  the 
perfon,  who  was  honoured  with  the  defignation  of  the 
Anointed  of  the  Lord. — /  will  go  before  theCy  faith 
God,  to  make  my  way  plain  before  thy  face,  to  re- 
move obftrudions,  to  condud  thee  fuccefsfully  thro' 
thy  marches  and  enterprifes,  and  to  crown  thy  ex- 
ertions with  certain  conqueft  and  vidlory.  -And make 
the  crooked  places  Jiraight.  All  the  impediments 
which  might  retard  or  hmder  thy  career  to  triumph 
and  renown,  fhall  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  by  the 
interpofition  of  my  providence  ;in  confequence  where- 
of thy  work  fhall  become  eafy  and  profperous. — / 
will  break  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brafs,  &.c.  The  fpa- 
cious  gates  of  Babylon  arc  faid  to  have  been  made 
of  foUd  brafs,  and  fecured  by  large  iron  bars-  Thefe 
ftrongly  fortified  gates  Jehovah  declared  he  would 
entirely  demolilh,  to  open  a  pafTage  for  this  great 
prince  and  his  army,  into  the  palaces  and  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  that  great  city,  which  was  deemed  im- 
pregnable* by  human  art  and  ftrength. 

3  And  I  will  give  thee  the  treafures  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  hidden  riches  of  fecret  places,  that 
thou  mayeft  know,  that  I  the  LORD,  which 
call  thee  by  thy  name,  am  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

The  immenfe  ftores  of  rich  men  are  commonly  de- 
poiited  in  obfcure  hidden  places,  where  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fafeil,  and  leafl  endangered  by  the  hand 
of  fraud  and  violence.  The  vaft  abundance  of  pre- 
cious things,  which  had  been  fecretly  laid  up  and  fe* 
cured  by  their  opulent  pofleflbrs,  wherever  conceal- 
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cd,  God,  the  fovereign  Lofd  of  all,  declares  that  he 
was  to  give  to  the  king  of  Pcrfia.  This  laflarance  was 
fully  verified ;  for  the  Moft  High  did  indeed  give 
into  his  hands,  the  vaft  riches  of  many  kingdoms  in 
Aiia,  which  have  be^n  eftimated  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions,  two  hundred  and  twenty  foiur  thou- 
land  poimds  SterUng  *.  The  Lord  God  gave  him  the 
treafures  of  Babylon,  that  certainly  were  very  great, 
tod  the  Wealth  of  Gfoefus,  who  was  rich  tt>  a  proverb, 
and  celebrated  beyond  all  the  kings  of  that  age  for 
his  opulence.  This  prince  delivered  up  his  riches  to 
Cyrus,  with  an  account  of  the  particulars  with  which 
every  waggon  was  loaded. — The  prediction  and  the 
accomplifhment  of  this  remarkable  circumftance,were 
hitended  to  convey  this  important  leflbn  to  the  Per* 
fian  monarch — That  thou  tnayeft  know  that  I  the  Lord, 
8cc.  That  thou  jnayeft  be  rully  fatisfied  that  Jeho^ 
vah,  who  appointed,  and  called,  and  employed  thee 
in  this  fervice,  and  determined  all  the  events  which 
thou  art  to  effed,  is  the  God  of  Ifrael.  Of  this  mo- 
mentous truth  he  feems  to  have  been  perfuaded,  in 
the  edift  which  he  publiftied  relative  to  the  rebuild* 
ing  of  tlie  houfe  of  God  at  Jerufalem.— Indeed  the 
various  furprifing  difpenfations  of  providence  are  de- 
ligned  to  inftruft  men,  that  verily  there  is  a  God  who 
ruleth  on  the  earth,  and  who  giveth  the  kingdoms 
thereof  to  whomfoever  he  will.  This  plain  trudi 
we  ought  to  learn  from  thofe  events,  whieh  clearly 
evince  thatGod  alone  giveth  men  power  togetwealth; 
and  that  riches  and  honour  come  of  him. 

4  For  Jacob  my  fervant's  fake,  and  Ifrael 
mine  eled,  I  h4ve  even  called  thee  by  thy 
name;  I  have  fumamed  thee,  though  thou 
haft  not  known  me. 

The  reafons  are  here  fpecified  why  the  God  of  If- 
rael nominated  this  heathen  prittce,  who  was  igno- 
rant of  his  exiitence  and  perfections,  to  execute  this 
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arduous  wbrk ;  why  he  honoured  him  With  fo  many 
marks  of  his  favour,  and  crowned  his  efforts  with  fuc* 
cefs.  The  firft  reafon  affigned  foi:  this  difpenfation 
is  taken  from  the  gracious  regard  which  God  difco- 
vered  for  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  his  peculiar  people, 
who  were  very  cruelly  treated,  and  greatly  oppref- 
fed  by  the  king  of  Babylon.  To  inflift  righteous 
vengeance  on  the  prince  and  his  people,  who  grie- 
voully  maltreated  his  fervants,  God  raifed  up  Cyrus, 
and  grjiited  him  the  commiflion  mentioned  in  the 
former  verfes.  The  other  reafon  is  deduced  from 
the  neceflity  of  this  meafure;  to  obtain  the  deliver- 
ance of  God*s  chofen  people  from  captivity  and  fer- 
vitude,  to  reftore  them  to  liberty  and  their  own  land^ 
and  give  ufeful  inftrudion  refpeding  the  government 
of  God  to  the  nations  of  the  earth.  For  thefe  pur- 
pofes — I  have  even  called  thee  even  by  thy  name^  and  ex- 
prelsly  appointed  thee,  and  quaUfied  thee  to  perform 
the  fervice  to  which  thou  art  deftined  by  my  purpofe, 

I  have  furnamed  tbee^  fe-c.  I  have  paiticularly 
characterized  thee,  and  pointed  out  thy  country,  fa- 
mily, and  delignatioiji ;  and  I  have  endowed  tliee 
with  thofe  gifts  and,  abilities  that  are  requifite  for  ac 
compliihing  the  peculiar  work  wherein  you  are  to  be 
employed.  The  God  of  Ifrael  w^s  pleafed  to  inveft 
him  with  all  the  power  and  dignity  to  which  he  was, 
elevated;  though  ignorant  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
for  thefe  import^t  benefits.— Notwithftanding  the 
Perfians  entertained  jufter  notions  of  God  than  the 
other  heathen  nations,  it  appears  from  the  exprefiion 
here  ufed,  and  repeated  in  the  verfe  that  immediately 
follows,  that  the  objed  of  religious  worfliip  in  PerLa, 
was  not  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Jews,  The  Per- 
fians profefled  to  believe  in  an  eternal  felf-^exiftent 
God,  with  whofe.immenfity  and  omniprefence  they 
were  fo  penetrated,  that  they  efteemed  it  a  fort  of 
impiety  to  ered  temples  to  his  fervice,  which .  they 
fuppofed  conveys  the  i4ea  of  locality.  They  were 
therefore  moft  proper  inllruments  to  inflidt  the  judg- 
ments of  God  upon  a  people  addicted  to  the  groflejl 
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idolatry.  And  their  iUuftrious  prince,  who  for  long 
time  was  infenfible  that  the  true  God  admirably  fur- 
nifhed  him  for  this  builnefs^  and  employed  hun  to 
execute  his  pleafure,  afterward  afcribed  to  him  the 
glory  he  acquired. 

5^1  am  the  LORD,  and  there  is  none  elfe, 
there  is  no  god  befide  me:    I  girded  thee^ 

though  thou  haft  not  known  me  : 

% 

With  what  raajefty  and  authority  doth  tlw  living 
God  alfert  his  fupreme  divinity  and  fovercign  domi- 
nion !  With  what  fimplicity  and  dignity  doth  he  an- 
nounce to  the  world  the  important  truth  here  affirm- 
ed, which  he  demonft rates  by  all  the  wonderful  ope- 
rations of  his  providence ;  and  which,  if  believed, 
would  banifli  idolatry  from  the  e^rth,  and  fubftitute 
ki  its  place  the  worlhip  of  the  Moll  High,  whofe 
name  alone  is  Jehovah. — /  am  the  Lord,  the  felf-ex- 
iftent,  all-fufficient  God  ;  the  Creator,  the  Preferver, 
the  Proprietor,  and  Difpofer  of  all  perfons  and  events. 
-^And  there  is  none  el/Cy  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  that 
is  worthy  to  be  compared  to  him  ;  who  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places,  doeth  whatfoever,ieemeth  good  irt 
bis  fight — I  girded  thee.  The  gods  that  Gyrus  knew 
and  worlhipped,  did  not  prepare  him  for  entering  on 
the  expeditions  in  which  he  embarked ;  they  did  not 
give  him  ftrength  and  Ikill  for  the  battle  ;  nor  was 
he  in  any  meafure  obliged  to  them  for  viftory  and 
fuccefs.  For  all  thefe  things  he  was  indebted  to  the 
God  (rf  Ifrael,  who  girded  him  for  the  war,  and  ren- 
dered him  profperous  in  the  moft  hazardous  atchieve- 
ments. 

6  That  they  may  know  from  the  rifing  of 
the  fun,  and  from  the  weft,  that  there  is  none 
befide  me,  I  am  the  LORD,  and  there  iVnone 
elfe. 

The  important  defign  for  which  God  foretold  and 
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accomplifhed  the  events  above  mentioned,  is  parti- 
cularly fpecified  in  thefe  words, — Whilft  the  Jews 
were  detained  in  captivity  at  Babylon,  they  beheld 
the  ^xtd  fulfilment  of  fome  of  the  prediftions  de- 
livered by  liaiah  and  the  other  prophets  of  the  Lord ; 
and  had  placed  fully  in  their  view  the  mod  convin- 
cing evidences  of  the  di^dnity  of  the  God  of  their 
fathers.  The  Babylonians,  and  the  other  nation?? 
with  whom  they  had  intercourfe,  had  alfo  exhibited 
before  them,  by  the  deliverance  of  the  Jewifh  people 
from  ca,ptivky,  ftriking  proofs  that  the  Lord  is  God, 
and  the  beft  means  of  bringing  them  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  this  momentous  truth.  The  inhabitants 
of  remote  kingdoms  informed  of  this  event,  would 
naturally  be  induced  to  enquire  concerning  the  Lord 
.  God  of  Ifracl,  who  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed  him- 
felf  above  all  the  ^ods  of  the  nations ;  what  kind  of 
religion  the  Jews  profefled,  and  where'm  it  excelled 
that  of  other  people,.  Such  inquiries  as  would  fpon- 
tanioufly  arife  from  the  above  mentioned  extraordi- 
nary events,  opened  the  way  for  bringing  many,  in 
dillant  lands,  in  both  the  eaftem  and  weftern  regions 
of  the  earth,  to  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  on- 
ly true  God,  Thus  one  great  end  was  attained ;  to 
effed  which,  God  anointed,  enriched,  called,  and 
girded  for  war  the  Periian  monarch. 

7  I  form  the  light  and  create  darknefs :  I 
make  peace,  and  create  evil.  I  the  LORD 
do  all  thefe  things. 

What  a  magnificent  defcription,  well  adapted  to 
the  prefent  occafion,  doth  Jehovah  give  of  his 
omnipotence.  The  Periians  among  whom  Cyrus 
was  educated^  maintained  that  there  were  two  fu- 
preme  independent  caufes ;  the  one,  the  Author  of 
good,  the  other  of  evil  to  mankind,  who  were  repre- 
sented by  their  proper  emblems,  hght  and  darknefs. 
Jn  reference  to  this  abfurd  opinion,  Jehovah  aflerts 
by  the  prophet,  in  the  moft  iiguificant  ttxms^  his  e  * 
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ternal  power  and  Godhead,  and  explicitly  affirms^ 
that  the  light  and  the  darknefs,  are  his  creatures  or- 
dained and  permitted  to  execute  his  wife  purpofes. 
— /  form  the  light.  When  1  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  1  commanded  the  light  to  Ihine  out  of 
darknefs ;  I  faid  let  there  be  light,  and  there  was 
light.  1  made  two  great  lights ;  the  greater  to  rule 
the  day,  and  the  lefler  to  rule  the  night :  I  made  the 
ilars  abb,  and  fet  them  in  the  firmament  of  heaven, 
to  give  light  upon  the  earth.  The  day  is  mine,  the 
night  alfo  is  mine  ;  I  have  prepared  the  light,  and 
the  fun,  which  are  cheering  and  comfortable  to  the 
children  of  men  ;  which  Ihew  them  their  work,  and 
bow  it  ought  to  be  performed,  whilft  they  exhibit  the 
excellence  and  the  beauties  of  creation.  I  form  not 
only  the  natural  light,  but  every  thing  that  comes, 
under  the  defcription  of  hght.  I  create  the  hght  of 
profperity,  which  brings  people  into  view,  and  ren- 
ders them  confpicuous  on  account  of  their  wealth 
and  power;  which  cheers  thfeir  fpirits,  and  affords  a- 
greeable  opportunity  of  performing  the  various  fervi- 
ces  incumbent  upon  them — I  make  the  light  of  the 
fpiritual  world,  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  to  arife  with 
healing  under  his  wings,  that  he  may  enlighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  be  the  glory  of  my  people  Ifrael^ — ^That 
he  may  iHupiinate  the  world  by  his  dodrine.  Spirit, 
and  example  ;  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants,  and 
the  hves  of  his  difciples,  who  walk  as  children 
of  light.  And  1  irradiate  the  minds  of  my  peajUat 
people,  who  are  made  light  in  the  Lord,  and  caufc 
them  to  fhine  forth  as  hghts  in  the  world. — Well 
doth  it  become  us  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
fovereign  nlercy  of  God  the  Lord,  who  hath  (hewed 
us  light ;  whilft  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full 
of  the  habitations  of  ignorance  and  cruelty,  and  the 
worlhip  of  idols.  He  fends  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  his  glory  to  one  place,  and  not  to  another. 
Sotne  countries,  which  for  ages  were  covered  with 
darknefs,  he  hath  vifited  with  the  light  of  the  gofpel ; 
others,  which  had  long  enjoyed  that  hght,  are  no(w 
'^  lying 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  7.       PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  451 

lying  in  darknefs.  By  the  fonner  difpenfation,  he 
difplays  his  rich  niercy  ;  by  the  latter,  his  righteous 
judgment. 

Jlnd  create  darknefs,  which  in  the  literal  fenfe,  is 
occalioned  by  the  departure  of  the  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment, and  the  abfence  of  natural  light.  This  dated 
return  of  darknefs,  which  regularly  follows  the  pri- 
vation of  Ught,  is  the  effedl  of  my  ci eating  power 
and  wife  appointment. — I  (faith  the  Lord)  create  the 
darknefs  of  afflidion,  calamity  and  forrow,  which 
render  the  condition  of  men  uncomfortable  and  dif- 
treffing.  Involved  in  adverfity  they  fall  into  obfcu- 
rity,  and  fuch  a  feafbn  proves  to  them  a  time  of 
wtiath,  of  trouble,  and  diftrefs;  a  day  of  waftenefs  and 
deiblation,  a  day  of  darknefs  and  gjoominefs,  a  day 
of  clouds  and  thick  darknefs. — I  create  the  darknefs 
of  inward  diftrefs  and  deje^ion  in  the  minds  of  men, 
by  withdrawing  the  hght  of  my  word,  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  my  fervants,  and  the  enlivcining  influences  of 
my  fpirit,^  in  confequence  whereof  fpiritual  light  is 
turned  into  obfcurity.  This  darknels  the  Lord  God 
produces  in  iiis  adorable  providence,  as  the  juft  pu- 
nilhment  of  the  contempt  and  abufe  of  the  light  he 
had  afibrded.^-^Both  light  and  darknefs  are  entirely 
at  his  difpofal,  who  appoints  them  their  fev^ral  times 
and  places,  and  by  this  glorious  prerogative  he  is  dif- 
tinguilhed  from  the  idols  honoured  by  bhnded  na- 
tions.  Good  of  every  kind,  and  all  that  is  compri. 
fed  in  darknefs  comes  from  God,  though  oft  times 
conveyed  by  the  operation  of  fecond  caufes. 
Convinced  that  all  our  felicity  and  all  our  troubles 
are  ordered  by  him  who  bath  ordained  the  revolu- 
tbns  of  light  and  darknefs.;  let  us  acknowledge  his 
fupreme  hand  in,  every  condition  whether  joyful  ov 
forrowful,  and  lludy  to  improve  every  circumftance, 
whether  profperous  or  adverfe.  /  make  peace.  I 
grant  dehverance  both  from  outward  and  inward  dif- 
turbance  to  individuals  and  nations ;  and  confer  up- 
on them  that  accumulation  of  blellings,  which  arc 
ncccflary  to  the  enjoyment  of  tranquillity  and  happi- 
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nefs.  I  am  the  giver  of  that  peace  which  includes 
all  manner  of  profpeiity.  1  caufe  hoftiUties  to  ceafe 
among  ftates  and  kingdoms;  I  fet  them  free  from  fo- 
reign  war  and  domeftic  feuds,  from  contention  and 
tumult,  and  eftablifh  defirable  concord  and  good  agree- 
ment.  I  make  that  facred  peace  whereby  thofe  who 
were  enemies  to  me  in  their  minds  and  by  wicked 
works,  are  reconciled  through  the  promifed  Mefliah 
who  is  their  peace.  I  reftore  their  fouls  to  ordqr  and 
ferenity,  and  convey  to  them  peace  that  pafleth  all 
underftanding,  to  keep  their  hearts  and  minds.  Thus 
I  keep  them  in  perfect  peace  whofe  minds  are  flay- 
ed upon  me,  becaufe  they  truft  in  me.  I  grant  tran- 
quillity to  the  churches  of  the  faints,  by  fupprefling 
thofe  turbulent  paffions  which  excite  ftrife  and  con- 
fufion,  by  bellowing,  and  bringing  into  adion  thofe 
good  difpofitioiis  which  incline  men  to  keep  the  uni- 
ty of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  to  follow 
peace  with  people  of  every  defcription. — ^  Now  the 

♦  Lord  of  peace  himfelf,  give  you  peace  always  by  all 

*  means :  The  Lord  be  with  you  all.  ** 

jlnd  create  evil.  Though  the  confummate  reAi- 
tude  and  infinitfe  purity  of  Jehovah,  clearly  evince 
the  abfolute  impoflibiUty  that  God  is  the  author  of 
fin  or  moral  evil;  yet  from  fcripture  and  from  fads, 
it  is  evident  that  be  preferves  tranfgreflbrs  in  exift- 
ence,  that  he  does  not  eftedually  hinder  them  fiXMn 
committing  iniquity,  which  in  the  courfe  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  he  renders  fubfervient  to  fome  valuable 
purpofes.  Though  he  neither  conftrains  nor  inchnls 
any  one  to  the  pradice  of  evil,  but  on  the  contrary 
withholds  from  fin,  and  denounces  againft  it  the 
mott  awful  threatenings ;  yet  having  permitted  it  to 
exift  among  mankind,  he  on  that  account  fpeaks  of 
it  as  entirely  under  his  controul  and  at  his  difpolal ; 
who  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth 
he  any  man.— The  evilof  afflidion,  which  is  the  na- 
tural arid  juft  confeqdence  of  tranfgreffion,  I  fuppofc 
is  here  chiefly  intended.     The  prc^het  Amos  in- 

.  .  quires 
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quires  *  Shall  there  be  evfl  in  the  city  and  the  Lod 
hath  not  done  it  ?  I  reply  furely,  not/  Do  you  2dk^ 
How  is  this  anfwer  confiftent  with  the  righteonfnefe,  • 
the  holinefs,  the  niercy,  and  other  perfedions  of  Je- 
hovah. Afflictions '  are  nominal  evUs,  but  in  reality 
they  prove  ufeful  and  falutary ;  they  manifeft  the 
glory  of  God's  divine  excellencies ;  they  promote  the 
beft  interefts  of  his  people;  they  are  neceflary  to  the 
government  of  the  world  in  its  prefent  ftate  ;  they 
check  the  progrefs  of  wickednefs,  and  fhew  the 
dreadful  coiifequences  of  incul-ring  the  wrath  of  the 
Almighty.  In  this  view,  how  niajeftic,  how  autho- 
ritative are  thefe  words,  I  create  evil !  I  fend  forth 
the  lightenings  and  the  thunders,  the  frofts  and  the 
fnows,  the  winds  and  the  rains  ;  whether  for  correc- 
tion or  mercy  to  the  individual  of  to  the  land.  I 
command  the  fword  to  devour,  the  peftilence  to  de- 
ftroy,  the  famine  to  confume,  the  fire  to  wafte,  the 
waters  to  overthrow,  and  the  enemy  to  ravage  and 
lead  into  captivity.  From  me  difeafes  and  death  re- 
ceive their  comqiiflion,  by  me  they  are  direded 
where  and  to  whoih  they  Ihall  go  ;  they  feize  upon 
the  wicked  as  the  juft  punilhment  of  their  fins,  and 
to  the  righteous  they  are  part  of  the  neceflary  difci- 
pline  of  their  father's  family.—/  tbe  Lord  do  all  thefe 
things^  according  to  my  fovereign  pleafure,  in  the  bell 
manner,  at  the  moft  proper  feafons,  and  to  accom- 
plifti  the  moft  important  purpofes. 

8  Drop  down,  ye  heavens,  from  above,  and 
Jet  the  (kies  pour  dolWi  righteoufnefs:  let  the 
earth  open,  arid  let  them  bring  forth  falvation, 
and  let  righteoufnefs  fpring  up  together.  I 
the  LORD  have  created  it. 

Thefe  words  remarkable  for  beauty  and  fublimity, 
may  be  confidered  as  exprefling  the  fovereign  com- 
mand of  Jeihovah,  or  the  eameftrequeft  of  the  chui-ch. 
They  are  evidently  hyperbolical  and  contain  a  fine 
fcntiment,  an  elegant  figure  of  peculiar  excellence 

that 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


454  LECTURES  on  tHE      Chap.  XLV. 

that  feldom  occurs  in  licripture.  They  reprefent  in 
fplended  terms  according  to  the  pomary  fenfc,  the 
•  joyful  confequences^  of  the  reftoration  of  Judah  from 
captivity  to  tlicir  own  land,  abounding  in  peace  and 
plenty.  In  the  more  recondite  myftical  isn^  under 
this  oftenfible  image,  they  exhibit  the  b^pier  ilate 
of  the  churchy  enjoying  the  bleflings  of  the  Meffiah's 
redemption,  and  iiourilhing  in  hoUne&  and  righteouf- 
nefs— and  completely  comprehending  both,  they 
may  be  diftindUy  referred  to  either.  The  imagery 
of  nature  being  equally  fuited  to  exprefs  ideas  of  hu- 
man and  divine  things  ;  it  admits  of  a  degree  of  am- 
biguity  eflential  to  this  kind  of  figure.  Through  the 
whole  of  the  verfe  there  is  an  uncommon  elevation 
of  language,  a  brilliancy  of  metaphor,  intimating  that 
fomething  of  a  moil  important  nature  lies  concealed 
within,  into  which  the  prophet  would  have  us  to  pe- 
netrate. How  forcible,  how  diverfified,  how  admi« 
rable  the  compofition  which  we  proceed  to  develope. 
Drop  down  ye  heavens  from  above^  &c. .  This  fer- 
vent prayer  of  the  cimrch,  or  fupreme  divine  com- 
mand  intimates,  that  during  the  time  the  Jews  were 
in  captivity  at  Babylon  the  heavens  had  been  Ihut; 
the  bleflings  of  righteouCnefs  and  falvation,  which  are 
the  eilecfts  of  the  kind  providence  and  &vour  of  God, 
had  been  reftrained,  and  were  fcarcely  vifible,  whilft 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were  not  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive them.  The  appearance  ot^  things  however  was  to 
be  entirely  changed,  and  to  aflume  a  different  afped 
under  the  aufpicious  reign  of  Cyrus,  a  prince  ccle^ 
bleated  for  his  generoiity  aiidiequity.  Under  his  go- 
vernment juftice  with  all  manner  of  prolperity,  which 
feemed  to  have  foiiaken  the  earth  werc  to  fiouriib. 
The  faitlifulnefs  of  God  was  to  be  dilplayed  in  fuliii- 
ling  his  promifes,  jull  retribution  was  to  be  difpenfed 
p  his  people  by  their  deliverance  from  captivity,  and 
reftoration  to  liberty;  and  righteous -deferved  vea^ 
geance  was  to  be  inllided  on  their  enemies.  Thefe 
important  beneht^  weie  ii^  be  thunkfuUy  received  by 
the  inhabitants  plT'tiKL  ciiitb,  among  whom  ibould 
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f]mng  up  krge  abundance  of  precious  fruits,  where* 
by  the  mercy  and  power  of  Jehovah  were  to  be  glo- 
jiouily  manifefted.  This,  if  I  miftake  not,  feems  to 
be  the  primary  import  of  the  words;  which  I  fuppofe 
<iught  chiefly  to  be  confidered  in  their  fpiritual  fenfei 
that  &Ua  next  to  be  invedigated. 

The  heavens  and  the  fkies  which  are  here  addref- 
fed,  may  denote,  in  this  view,  the  celeilial  repofito^ 
rics  from  whence  God  conveys  to  his  people  the  blef- 
fing^  of  hi»  grace,  in  confequence  whereof  fpiritual 
Ovation  flouriihes  among  them^ — Tlxe  facred  trea* 
fures  of  goodnefs  and  righteoufnefs,  with  every  bene- 
fit  contained  in  the  unfearchable  riches  of  the  Son  of 
God,  which  are  communicated  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  enlighten,  fandify,  ^and  beautify  the  minds  of 
men  according  to.  the  divine  good  pleafure.-^By  the 
pghteoufnefs  which  the  heavens  are  requefted,orcom7 
manded  to  pour  upon  the  earth,  may  be  meant  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  is  unto  b31  and  upon  all  them  that  believe. 
IThrough  the  perfed  obedience  of  the  great  Mefliah, 
who  is  emphatically  denominated^  *  The  Lord  our 

•  righteoufnefs,*  falvation  flows  to  mankind,  with 
abundance  of  grace  which  reigns  and  brings  un*- 
4er  law  to  him,  who  faith  in  ver.  22.  *Look  unto 
^  me  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.' 
The  empire  of  grace  difplays  to  higheft  advantage 
the  jullice  of  God  ;  it  produces  righteoufnefs  in  men, 
and  terminates  in  eternal  life. — Let  the  earth  open, 
^ic.  Let  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  whether  J  ews 
or  Gentiles,  be  prepared  under  the  influence  of  the 
}Ioly  Spirit,  by  faith  and  repentance,  to  give  a  wel- 
come reception  to  that  righteoufnefs  which  is  accom- 
xanied  with  falvation,  and  which  God  never  fails  to 
Impart  to  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  receive  them  with 
humility  and  gratitude.  Complianpe  with  this  de- 
inand  is  indifpenfibly  requilite  that  people  become 
partakers  of  thefe  celeftial  gifts,  and  manifeft  their 
divine  efficacy  in  holinefs  of  hfe, — And  let  them  brinf 
&fih/alvathn  ;  which  confifts  ia  deliverance  from 
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the  greateft  evils;  in  reftoration  to  the  favour  and  im- 
age of  God ;  and  the  enjoyment  qf  the  moft  fubftan- 
tial  bleflings.  Let  them  aflfiduoufly  endeavour  to  ex- 
hibit  its  real  nature,  its  tranfcendent  excellence,  its 
indilpenfible  neceflity,  and  falutary  operations. — jtnd 
let  righteoufnefs  fpring  up  together.  Salvation  and 
righteoulnefs  are  intimately  and  infeparably  conned- 
ed.  The  everlafting  righteoufnefs  brought  in  by  the 
Mefliah  is  neceflary  to  falvation,  and  falvation  inva- 
riably produces  the  pradice  of  righteoulnels,of  which 
it  conftitutes  an  eflential  ingredient ;  fo  that  the  one 
always  fprings  up  with  the  other.  Thefe  two  precil 
ous  bleflings  uniformly  make  their  appeai-ance  toge- 
ther,  and  have  a  reciprocal  influence  upon  each  o- 
ther,  and  are  therefore  here  conjoined  with  the  great- 
eft  propriety. — /  the  Lord  have  created  it:  by  my 
authoritative  command  thefe  important  benefits  are 
conveyed  to  my  people  in  large  meafures  in  anfwej 
to  their  prayers. 

The  fulfilment  of  this  prophecy  cannot  be  limit* 
ed  to  the  time  of  the  Jews  reftoration  from  captivity, 
though  it  was  then  partially  verified  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Cyrus.  Its  true  and  full  completion,  I 
imagine,  is  to  h^  looked  for  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  after  the  appearance  of  the  Mefliah,  who  was 
fent  down  from  heaven  to  bring  in  everlafting  righte- 
oufnefs and  falvation ;  from  whence  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  alfo  fent,  to  impart  the  principles  of  righteoufnefs 
and  the  earnefts  of  falvation,  which  being  thankfully 
received  and  cheriftied,  extend  their  benign  influence^ 
over  the  earth.  Preludes  of  this  more  pcrfeft  mani- 
feftation  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  foretold  to  take 
place  after  the  advent  of  the  meflenger  of  the  cove- 
nant,  have  been  enjoyed;  and  its  fiill  accompiiftiment 
may  be  expeded  when  his  righteoufnefs  and  falva- 
tion, accompanied  with  faith  and  repentance,  with 
holinefs  and  confolation,  are  publilhed  to  the  whole 
world. — Let  us  then  eamellly  pray  for  thefe  promi- 
fed  effeds  of  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  (rfGod,  and 
^he  defcent  of  his  Spirit,  which  aro  fet  forth  in  tfa^ 

p{ophecie| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ViR.  9.        PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH.  457 

prophecies  under  images  borrowed  from  the  fruitful- 
nefs  of  the  earth,  when  watered  by  rain  from  hea- 
ven. Let  us  fupplicate  from  God  for  ourfelves  the 
gifts  of  righteouihefs  and  falvation,  with  all  the  inef- 
timable  blelfings  comprehended  in  them  and  con- 
neded  with  them ;  fuch  as  the  juftification  of  our 
pqrfons,  the  renovation  of  our  minds,  the  fandifica- 
tion  of  our  natures,  and  grace  to  ferve  him  with  re- 
verence, deUght^  and  joy. 

9  Wo  unto  him  that  ftriveth  ^vith  his  Ma- 
ker !  Let  the  potfherd  Jlrive  with  the  pot- 
fherds  of  the  earth.  Shall  the  clay  fay  to  him 
that  faftiioneth  it.  What  makeil  thou  ?  or  thy 
workj  He  hath  no  hands  ? 

.  Our,  Prophet  next  direds  his  difcourfe  to  profligate 
cenfurers  of  the  ways  of  God  toward  his  people,  who 
vilified  and  defpifed  the  predidions  and  threatenings 
dehvered  by  his  fervants,  as  impradicable  and  not 
to  be  fulfilled.  Perfons  of  this  defcription  among  the 
Jews,  of  whom  God  was  the  Maker  in  a  peculiar 
ienfe,  were doubtlefs  chiefly  intended;  though  every 
one  poflefling  this  unhappy  temper,  and  addided  to 
this  pradice,  is  unqueflionably  expofed  to  the  wo  and 
mifery  here  denounced.  Thofe  who  were  primarily 
addrefled,  were  at  variance  with  God  their  Creator 
on  two  accounts:  ly^,  Becaufe  he  permitted  his  people 
to  be  led  captive  by  their  enemies,  into  a  diilant  coun- 
try where  they  were  opprefled.  And,  idly^  Becaufe 
notwithftanding  the  feryants  of  the  Lord  ipake  much 
CQnceming  their  liberation  ;  the  event  feemed  alto- 
gether improbable,  and  beyond  even  the  power  of 
God  to  effed.  Thefe  however  are  not  the  only 
grounds  on  which  men  fl;rive  with  their  Maker*  They 
contend  with  him  by  murmuring  at  his  difpenlationsj 
by  refilling  his  authority ;  and  by  contemning  his  in-  . 
ftrudions.  To  convince  perfons  who  indulge  in  any 
of  thefe  crimes,  to  alarm  them  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
danger,  and  to  induce  them  to  abandon  this  deteila- 
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ble  condu<^,  I  fhall  fubjoiti  a  few  words  on  each  <ff 
thefe  particulars. 

Some  ftrive  with  their  Maker  by  iminmiring  at 
his  difpenfations.  God,  my  brethren,  is  the  foyereigii 
wife  difpofer.  of  all  perfons  and  events.  He  allots  tm 
every  one  his  proper  ftation ;  he  appointe-^very  cir* 
cumflance  relative  to  his  condition,  and  difpenies  to 
him  that  port^oh  of  profperity  and  advdrfity,  wfaick 
Ihall  prove  moft  conducive  to  his  own  glory ^  and  the 
benefit  of  his  people.  None  have  right  to  fi^  unto 
him,  What  doeft  thou  ?  all  without  exception  ought 
to  ej^prefs  humble  unreferved  fubmiffion  to  whatever 
God  is  pleafed  to  order ;  convinced  that  every  thing 
is  intended  td  promote  the  moft  gracious  purpofis& 
Alas  !  however,  there  are  not  a  few  who  contend 
\vith  their  Maker,  as  to  the  equity  and  reditude  of 
his  difpenfations  with  which  they  are  dillatisfied. 
They  are  forward  and  obftinate,  infenfible  or  difguft* 
ed,  and  averfe  to  comply  with  the  will  of  God,  inti* 
mated  by  the  events  with  which  they  are  comxeded^ 
Thus  they  impeach  the  wifdom,  righteoufnefe,  «ttd 
goodnefs  of  Jehovah,  and  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe 
the  difpenfations  of  his  providence. — Some  ftrive  witk 
their  Maker  by  refifting  his  authority.  The  moft 
high  God  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who 
gives  laws  and  ordinances  to  all  his  ci-eaturet^;  partik 
cularly  to  man,  who  in  all  refpeds  is  tinder  law  t» 
liis  Creator.  Yet  alas !  man,  fooliih  man,  who  is  feft 
than  nothing  and  vanity,  prefumptuoufly  tr^ifgrefles 
m  a  thoufand  inftances  the  conmiandments  of  hts  Ma» 
ker,  and  praftically  declares  with  the  men  of  Jodalv 
who  faid,  *  We  will  waHc  after  our  own  devices,  and  we 
*  will  every  one  do  the  imaginaticMi  of  his  own  heart*;' 
and  with  the  proud  Egyptian  monarch,  *  Who  is  the 
Lord  that  I  fhould  obey  hisvoicef  ?'  To  Pharaoh,  God 
faid,  let  my  people  go ;  to  man  he  faith,  let  go  your 
^s.  He  that  refufeth  to  obey  the  divine  authority 
concendeth  with  the  Almighty,  and  Ihall  affuredly 
find  if  he  holds  faft  iniquity,  that  it  will  prove  more 
fetal  to  him  than  the  detaining  of  Ifrael  in  bondage 

did 
♦  Jcr.  xviii.  la.  f  Exod.  v.  2. 
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did  to  tbe  king  aild  people  of  Egypt.-^«iOthers  ftrive 
with  their  M^er  by  contemning  his  inftnuaions. 
God  giaoioufly  votKhfafes  to  make  known  their  du-> 
ty  to  mankind,  by  means  of  the  dictates  of  confcience, 
iff  the  truths  and  precepts  of  his  holy  word,  by  the 
iUuftrious  exampk  of  his  own  Son,  and  his  upright 
fervants.  To  incline  men  to  hearkooi  to  the&  in^ 
iknuAiaps,  and  to  render  them  effe<^aal,  he  ftrives 
•with  them  by  his  Spirit  who  omvinces  of  fin,  warns 
of  tbe  danger  of  tranfgreffion,  points  out  the  only 
^^y  ^f  relwf  to  them  that  are  ready  to  perifli,  and 
the  paths  of  righteoufhefe  wherein  they  ought  to  walk« 
Now  he  that  diiregards  the  remonf^rances  of  con* 
fcience,tfae  diredtions  of  the  word  and  fervants  of  God, 
and  inftead  of  cherifhing,  refifts  the  operations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whereby  he  is  grieved  and  quenched ; 
that  pedbn  ftrives  againfthb  Maker.  If  fubjeds  ftrive 
with  their  prince,  and  fervants  with  their  mafters,  by 
ffefufing  to  fubmit  to  their  appointments,  their  au- 
thority and  inftrudions ;  do  not  thofe  contend  with 
God  who  ad  in  the  fame  manner  toward  him  ? 

'Againft  perfons  of  this  defcription,  complicated 
mifery  and  wo  is  here  denoimced.  Though  they 
may>feetn  happy  and  chearful,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
temporal  eafe  and  profperity,  yet  in  the  midll  of  their 
laughter  there  is  heavinefs.  All  their  joys  referable 
the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  which  make 
a  blaze  fix  a  ftiort  time,  and  foon  die  in  obfcu- 
rity.  Wo  is  his  portion ;  for  whom  God  pronoun- 
ces miferable,  anre  indeed  miferable.    *With  fuch 

*  firoward  perfons,  God  will  fhew  hjmfelf  froward  ; 

*  and  he  will  walk  contrary  to  them  who  walk  con- 

*  tttry  to  him/How  deplorable  the  ft  ate  of  that  man 
who  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  !  '  Trouble  and  anguifli 
^  ihaU  make  him  afraid ;  they  ftiall  prevail  againft 

*  him,  for  he  ftrcAcheth  out  his  hand  againft  God,  and 

*  ftrengtheneth  -  himfelf  againft  the  Almi^ty  ;  he 

*  runneth  upon  him,  even  upon  his  neck,  upon  the 

*  thick  bofics  of  his  buckler  ♦/    Such  is  the  mifeiy 

aifigned 
•  Job  XV.  24.  etfeq^ 
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affigned  to  him  that  ftriveth  with  his  Maker ;  which 
1  have  fet  forth  in  the  language  of  fcripture,  that  I 
might  not  be  thought  either  to  aggravate  or  diminifli 
it. — One  wo  is  paft,  but  another  quickly  cameth, 
when  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift  fliall  be  revealed  from 
lieaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  ta* 
king  vengeance  on  them  who  have  not  obeyed  the 
gofpel,  but  contended  againft  God.     Then  ihofe  his 
enemies,  who  would  not  that  he  Ihould  reign  over 
them,  he  will  order  to  be  brought  forth,  and  to  be 
llain  before  his  fece.     Can  their  hands  endure,  and 
their  hearts  be  ftrong  in  the  day  that  God  will  deal 
with  them,  and  render  unto  them  according  to  their 
works  ? — Do  not  endeavour  to  extenuate  this  fin  by 
exculing  your  oppofition  to  feod  ;  attributing  it  to 
bad  education,  ill  example,  the  ftrength  of  tempta- 
tion, the  corruption  of  nature,  the  impetuofity  of 
pallion,  and  the  difficulty  of  performing  duty.  Ra- 
ther acknowledge  with  humility,  the  folly,  the  im- 
piety, and  ingratitude  of  your  condudin  driving 
with  God,  who  is  infinitely  wife,,  powerful,  and  good;  . 
and  who  hath  abfolute  right  to  difpofe  of  you  and 
all  your  interells  ;  and  bcfeeoh  him  .to  be  mei;ctful 
unto  you  for  his  great  name's  fake. — May  thefc  wea-  . 
pons  of  our  warfare  prove  mighty  through  God,  to 
the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds,  cafting  down  evciy 
imagination,  and  every  high  thing  that  cxaltcth  it- 
felf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into 
captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Ghrift ; 
having  in  a  readinefs  to  revenge  all  difobediencc  when 
your  obedience  is  fulfilled.   Then  will  you  give  unto 
God  that  unlimited  lubjeAion  he  juftly  demands,  and 
efcape  the  wo  denounced  agaiilft  thofe  who  ftrivc 
with  their  Maker. 

Let  the  potjherd  Jlrive  with  the  potjberds  <^tbe 
earths  Putinerds,  you  know,  are  broken  pieces  of 
brittle  earthen  veflels,  which  are  the  work  of  the 
potter.  They  are  here  mtended  to  denote  the  mean 
frail  ft  ate  of  mankind,  whofe  bodies,  though  curioufly 
faihioned  by  the  Ikilful  hand  of  Jehovah,  are  eafily 

injured 
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injured  and  broken  to  pieces.    If  men  who  are  weak 
and  infirm,  and  continually  liable  to  be  hurt,  piuft 
needs  drive,  let  the^i  contend on^  with  another;  but. 
let  them  never  pretend  to  ftruggle  with  one  who  is 
infinitely  their  fuperior.  Though  naturally  impotent, 
it  frequently  happens  that  they  are  turbulent  and 
contentious.     The  feeds  of  difcord  fown  in  the  hu- 
nlan  conftitution,  feldom  fail  to  fpring  up,  and  to 
produce  the  mod  difagreeable  effecls ;  fuch  as  wars 
and  fightings,  confuflon,  and  every  evil  work.  Every 
appearance  of  thefe  noxious  difpofitions  fliouid  be 
carefully  fupprefled ;  efpecially  ought  every  thing 
to  be  avoided  which  difcovers  the  grofs  impiety  that 
the  words  under  confideration  are  intended  to  check. 
• — Shall  the  day  fay  to  him  that  fafhiomth  it,  &c. 
Our  Prophet  farther  aflerts  the  lupreme  dominion 
which  God  hath  over  his  creatures,  and  expofes  the 
grofs  abfurdity  of  thofe  who  find  fault  with  the  dif- 
penfations,  the  authority,  and  inftrudions  of  Jehovah. 
if  the  potter  hath  power  over  the  clay  to  form  it  into 
what  (hape,  and  to  make  of  it  what  veflels  he  thinks 
proper,  though  he  did  not  give  it  exiftence,  and 
liath  only  tlie  temporary  pofleflion  of  it ;  certain- 
ly^ the  great  Lord  of  all  hath  an  unqueftionable 
4ight  and  power  to  difpofe  of  the  creatures  he  hath 
tnade.    His  workmanihip  hath  no  right  whatever 
-to  fay  infultipgly  to  him  who  faihioned  it.  What 
mikeji  thou  ;  or  he  bath  no  handi  i     This  conduct 
would  be  as  abfurd  as  if  the  clay  were  to  quarrel 
-with  the  potter  for  putting  it  into  fuch  a  form  as  he 
gave  it.    The  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  in  perfed  con- 
liftencywith  the  fpirit  and  defign  of  this  palFage, 
plainly  refers  to  it*  when  alierting  the  fovereign  right 
of  the  Lord  God,  to  do  with  his  own  what  he  pleafes  ; 
-to  make  one  veflel  unto  honour,  and  another  to  dif- 
honour.  The  argument  here  ufed  by  Ifaiah,  to  filence 
the  murmurs  of  foolifh  men  at  God's  providential  dif- 
penfations,  the  apoftle  Paul  employs  to  put  a  ftop  to 
•difputes  relative  to  the  eternal  purpofes  of  God,  afc- 
'  ipQrding  to  which  he  difpofes  of  men  as  feemeth  good 
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in  his  fight.  A  better  and  more  comilufive  argument 
could  not  have  been  adduced  on  the  fubjed* 

10  Wo  unto  him  that  faith  unto  bisisLthtx^ 
What  begetteft  thou  ?  or  to  the  woman,  What 

kaft  thou  bi"ought  forth  ? 

• 

The  extreme  folly  and  danger  of  the  infdent  cat 
vils  of  prefumptuous  people  are  farther  reprefented 
iq  thefe  words.  To  cenfure  and  condemr^diviae 
difpeniktions  of  any  kind,  is  to  ad  a  part  as  uorea* 
Ibnable  and  abfurd  as  the  fon  who  would  jmpudeat- 
ly  fay  to  his  father  or  mother.  You  are  altogether 
unfit  to  be  a  parent^  it  is 'improper  that  you  hav^ 
any  more  children ;  as  you  are  incapable  of  mana- 
ging and  direding  them.  Indeed  the  fon  who  in 
this  manner  conremptuoufly  reprpaches  his  pa^ 
rents,  doth  not  aft  fo  difrefpei^firlly  toward  them, 
(who  may  be  very  deficient  in  performing  their 
duty),  as  he  that  dares  to  challet^e  and  upbraid 
his  Maker  in  terms  like  thefe,  Wha(  makeft  thou? 
what  haft  thou  done  ?— Thus  did  our  Prophet  re- 
ply to  the  calumnies  of  thofe  whoUamed  the  dii^ 
peniations  of  Providence  towaird  the  Jewiih  people, 
who  impioufly  found  fault  with  their  Maker,  becsMife 
he  foffered  them  to  be  led  captive  and  opprefied  by 
the  Babylonisins,  after  he  had  <^levated  them  to  t 
rich,  powerful,  and  flouriihing  fiBte — ^And  by  tbe 
arguments  we  have  been  confidering,  he  clearly 
Ihews^  that  tbe  condud  of  fuch  fretful,  difcoatented 
perfons,  is  highly  reprehenfi1;^le  and  criminal.  Would 
to  God  that  his  realbning  on  this  topic  were  candidly 
and  ferioufly  attended  to,  by  thofe  who  fieem  diflatit 
fied  with  tbe  divine  procedure  in  various  inftances, 
that  every  mouth  may  be  fiopt,  and  all  the  world 
brought  to  cordial  fubmilfion  to  him  who  doetb  a4 
things  well. 

11  Thus  faith  the  LORD,  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifr?el^  and  bis  Maker^  A&  me  o{  things 
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to  come  concerning  toy  fbns,  and  concerning 
the  work  of  my  hands,  command  ye  me. 

The  Lord  God  appropriates  to  himfelf  the  gloty 
of  delivering  his  people  from  oppreffiorif  and  of  for*^ 
telling  that  illuftricus  event,  concerning  which  he 
encourages  them  to  enquire  of  him,  who  could  give 
fatisfying  anfwers  to  their  requells.  The  fubjed  is 
introduced  with  great  folemnity  and  authority  by 
Jehovah,  who  claims  two  important  charaders  of 
which  I  formerly  treated ;  namely,  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael,  and  his  Maker.  Under  thefe  magnificent 
titles,  he  either  addrefled  thofe  who  dillatisfied  with 
prefent  appearances,  were  anxious  to  learn  the  fu- 
ture fortunes  of  his  people — Or  his  upright  fervants, 
who  are  incited  to  have  rccourfe  to  him  in  perplexing 
circumftances.  If  the  words  were  direded  to  the 
former  clafs,  their,  import  may  be  fhortly  this.  By 
confulting  my  prophets  as  to  future  events,  you  ac-  - 
knowledge  that  I  (in  whofe  name  they  fpeak)  am 
perfedly  acquainted  with  them ;  from  thence  you 
certainly  infer  that  I  am  the  true  God,  the  Governor 
of  the  Univerfe,  and  the  patron  of  my  people.  By 
ading  in  this  manner,  you  confeis  that  I  pofTefs  in- 
finite wifdom  and  knowledge,  by  which  all  my  ope- 
rations  are  conduded,  and  therefore  none  of  them 
ought  to  be  cenfured  or  blamed.  Nor  ought  thofe 
dilpenfations  which  relate  efpecially  to  my  children, 
to  be  reprefented  as  harlh  or  feverc,  inconliftent  with 
the  intimate  relation  wherein  I  ftand  connedcd  with 
them,  and  the  tender  affedion  that  I  bear  to  them. 
Whilft  you  own  that  I  am  the  Ruler  of  the  world, 
will  you  arraign  my  difpenfatiuns,  and  prcfume  to  • 
give  me  orders  refpeding  my  condud  toward  my 
people,  who  are  the  objeds  of  my  peculiar  care  ?  In 
this  view,  the  word^  adminilVer  a  lljarp  reproof  to 
thofe  .who  calumniated  the  ways  of  God. — If  they 
were  direded  to  his  upright  lei-vants,  they  are  en- 
couraged to  have  recourfe  to  him  in  perplexifig  cir- 
cumftances.— iyfiA  of  me  with  humility  and  reverence, 
with  faith  and  fubmiflion  of  things  to  come ;  not  to 
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gratify  vain  curiofity,  but  that  you  may  be  inftrud* 
ed,  and  better  fumilhed  for  my  fcrvice — Concerning 
my/ons.  Know  then,  that  if  they  have  been  fo  fool- 
ifli  as  to  contend  with  me,  I  will  vifit  their  tranf- 
greflions  with  the  rod,  neverthelefs  my  loving  kind- 
nefs  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  them,  nor  fuffer  ray 
faithfulnefs  to  fail. — If  they  are  deploring  their  igno- 
i-ance  and  impotence  under  an  afflidin^  fenfe  of  their 
need  of  divine  inft  ruction  and  of  power  from  on  high ; 
I  will  teach  them  the  way  that  they  fhould  go,  and 
ftrengthen  them  in  the  Lord  their  God,  that  they 
may  walk  up  and  down  in  his  name. — ^If  terrified  at 
the  approach  of  calamity  and  the  profpeft  of  diflblu- 
tion,  I  will  enable  them  to  adopt  the  triumphant 
language,  O  death  !  I  will  be  thy  plague  ;  O  grave  ! 
I  will  be  thy  deftruftion.  From  fuch  information, 
you  may  learn  what  they  have  to  expeft,  and  how 
they  ought  to  be  employed. — And^concerning  the  work 
of  my  hands  command  ye  me.  The  work  of  God*s 
hands,  may  denote  the  operations  of  his  providence 
and  grace  toward  his  church.  Such  is  his  conde- 
Ifcending  regard  to  the  fupplications  of  his  fcr\'ants, 
that  they  jnay  alk  what  they  will,  and  it  fhall  be 
done  unto  them,  if  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  his  children.  Do  you 
requeft  of  God  ftrength  to  fupport  and  defend  you, 
wifdom  to  inftruft  and  guide  you,  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  fandlify  and  comfort  you.  Thefe,  and  things  of 
a  fimilar  nature,  you  are  allowed  to  alk  and  eXpedl 
from  him  who  hears  and  grants  the  defires  of  the 
humble. 

12  I  have  made  the' earth,  and  created  maix 
upon  it:  I,  even  my  hands,  have  ftretched out 
the  heavens,  and  all  their  hoft  have  I  com- 
manded. 

The  Lord  God  claims  the  honour  of  having 
created  the  univerfe,  with  all  its  inhabitants,  and 
therefore  he  cannot  be  deficient  in  wifdom,  power^ 
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and  goodnefs,  to  refcue  his  people  from  captivity  by 
means  of  the  illuftrious  perfon  he  was  to  raife  up  for 
that  purpofe. — /  have  made  ilxe  earth.     I  brought  it 
into  exiftence  at  my  pleafure  ;  I  gave  it  the  conve- 
nient form  that  it  poflefles  ;  and  appointed  the  Ra- 
tion which  it  occupies  among  my  works.  1  made  the 
large  mountains  and  fruitful  valleys,  whereby  its  fur- 
face  is  diverfifiedj    the  vaft   variety  of  materials 
whereof  it  is  compofed ;  the  trees,  the  fhrubs,  and 
the  corns  which  it  produces,  for  the  fupport  and  con- 
venience of  its  inhabitants — And  created  man  upon 
it^  who  is  the  lord  and  the  epitome  of  the  lower  part 
of  creation.     I  raifed  from  the  duft  the  beautiful 
ftrudlure  of  the  human  body,  and  gave  it  the  come- 
ly figure,  the  delicate  proportion  which  it  poflefles. 
I  formed  not  only  his  body,  whereby  he  is  aUied  to 
inferior  animals,  but  I  created  alfo  the  fpirit  that  is 
within  him,  by  which  he  is  connedled  with  fuperior 
intelligences  :     I  endowed  him  with   thofe  noble 
faculties  of  reafon  and  underftanding  that  adorn  and 
dignify  his  mind. — /,  even  my  hands  have  Jlretched 
out  the  heavens.     In  fcripture,  hands,  which  are  the 
inftruments  wherewith  men  perform  their  work,  are 
attributed  to  Jehovah,  to  fignify  the  po\yer  whereby 
he  executes  his  work  with  the  mod  exqiiifite  flcill 
and  ability,  fo  as  in  all  refpedls  it  is  complete  and 
perfed.     I  extended  the  clouds,  from  whence  the 
earth  is  watered ;  I  gave  exiftence  to  the  inimenfe 
regions  of -the  air ;  I  ftretched  out  the  immeafurabl^ 
expanfe,  wherein  are  placed  the  luminaries  that  en- 
lighten the  habitation  of  man;  and  the  imperial  hea- 
vens, wherein  I  have  my  fpecial  refidence,  with  all 
my  holy  ones. — And  all  their  hoji  have  I  commanded. 
The  expreflion  feems  to  allude  to  the  commander  of 
a  great  aimy,  who  points  out  the  ftations,  and  directs 
the  movements  of  every  part  of  it,  and  orders  them 
out  on  whatever  fervices  he  pleafes.     Jehovah  hath 
entirely  at  his  diredion  and  command  all  the  angels, 
all  the  planets,  all  the  clouds ;  they  obey  his  orders, 
and  they  c6ntinuc  to  this  day  according  to  his  ordi- 
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nance* — ^The  contemplation  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
niuftrioully  difplayed  in  the  heavens  and  the  eaith, 
ought  to  conftrain  us  to  celebrate  his  praifes  who  cre- 
ated all  things  to  obey  his  fupreme  authority,  whofe 
kingdom  ruleth  over  all;  and  to  confide  in  his  power 
and  laithfulnefs  to  whom  nothing  is  impoffible. 

13  I  have  raifed  him  up  in  righteoufnefs, 
and  I  will  dired  all  his  ways  :  he  fliall  build 
my  city,  and  he  fliall  let  go  my  captives,  not  for 
price  nor  reward,  faith  the  LORD  of  hofts. 

,The  Lord  God  again  declares  his  purpofe  of  raifing 
up  Cyrus  kinc^  of  Perfia,  to  accomplilh  the  important 
fervice  to  which  he  was  deftiued.  He  was  to  be  call- 
ed forth  by  the  Almighty,  to  execute  the  work  af- 
figned  to  him  in  righteoufnefs ;  that  the  equity  and 
veracity  of  God  might  be  difplayed  in  the  liberation 
of  his  people,  and  in  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  e- 
nemies ;  and  that  the  candour  and  humanity  of  the 
prince  their  deliverer  might  be  confpicuous.     Jeho- 
vah was  to  give  him  exiftence,  to  exalt  him  to  regal 
dignity,  and  to  crown  his  enterprifes  with  fuccefs ; 
that  he  might  plead  the  caufe  of  his  injured  people, 
and  fet  them  free  from  captivity  and  oppreffion. — 
He  fliall  build  my  eify.     Jerulalem  is  doubtlefs  the  ci- 
ty here  intended,  which  God  had  chofen,  wherein  he 
deUghted  to  dwell,  and  which,  on  feveral  accounts, 
was  called  the  city  of  the  Lord.     According  to  this 
predidlion,  Cyrus  by  royal  proclamation  gave  orders, 
and  offered  encouragement  for  rebuilding  the  once 
highly  favoured  metropolis  of  Judea. — He  Jhall  let 
go  my  €apiit)es.     The  Jews,  who  were  in  a  peculiar 
nuiuner  the  people  of  God,  had  been  long  detained 
in  captivity  at  Babylon,  were  to  be  generoufly  re- 
leafed  and  fet  at  liberty  by  the  PcriSan  monarch, 
without  ranfom  or  reward,  and  allowed  to  return  to 
their  own  land.     This  article  of  the  prophecy  was 
alfo  exadly  fulfilled  by  Cyrus,  who,  without  any 
compenfation,  difmilfed  from  their  bondage  the  Jew- 

iOi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  14.      PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  467 

iih  people,  and  gave  them  ample  encouragement  to 
rebuild  the  temple  of  the  Lord  and  the  city  of  Jeru- 
falem,  wiihing  that  the  Lord  God  might  profper  them 
in  the  work.  To  give  certainty  and  liability  to  tbefe 
prediftions,  the  Prophet  refers  them  to  their  author 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  rules  in  the  armies  of  heaven, 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  who  ne- 
ver fails  to  do  as  he  hath  faid.-^Whilft  we  record  the 
feithfulnefs  of  Jehovah,  in  raifing  up  faviours  to  his 
ancient  people ;  let  us  celebrate  his  praife^  who  in 
righteoufnefs  raifed  up  for  us  a  far  more  glorious  de- 
liverer than  Cyrus;  one  who  is  mighty  to  fave,  whofe 
way  was  made  plain  before  him,  who  builds  the  church, 
the  city  of  the  living  God,  who  proclaims  liberty  to 
the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifoa  to  them 
that  are  bound. 

14  Thus  faith  the  LORD,  The  labour  of 
Egypt,  and  mercha^idife  of  Ethiopia,  anti  of 
the  Sabeans,  men  of  ftature  fhall  come  over 
unto  thee,  and  they  fhall  be  thine  :  they  fhall 
come  after  thee ;  in  chains  they  fhall  come 
over:  and  they  fliall  fall  down  unto  thee,  they 
Ihall  make  fupplication  unto  thtty  faying y  Sure- 
ly* God  is  in  thee;  and  there  is  aone  elfe,  there 
is  no  God. 

The  hdppy  effefts  of  the  deliverarfce  above  fore- 
told, emblematical  of  the  more  joyful  confequence^ 
to  refult  from  the  redemption  of  the  Mefflah,  are  re- 
prefented  in  thefe  words,  which  were  primarily  ad- 
drefied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  and  Judea, 
reftored  to  the  polftfiion  of  their  own  city  and  couar 
try.  After  their  return  from  Babylon,  many  pro- 
felytes  of  various  nations,  efpecially  of  thofe  king- 
doms here  mentioned,  were  to  join  themfelves  to  the 
Jewiili  church.  Convinced  by  fatisfying  arguments 
of  the  truth  of  their  religion,  they  were  to  come  to 
•Jemtilem  as  humble  fuppliants,  to  worfliip'the  God 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


468  LECTURES  on  the      Chap.  XLV. 

of  Ifrael;  to  makefolemn  profeffion  of  their  faith,  and 
to  requeft  admilfion  into  his  church.  And  after  the 
advent  of  the  Meffiah,  under  the  oeconomy  of  grace, 
the  largeft  acceflion  of  converts  to  the  faith  and  obedi- 
ence of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  was  to  take  place,  when 
not  only  individuals,  but  whole  nations,  were  to  bow 
to  his  fceptre,  to  receive  his  dodrine,  to  conGde  in 
hb  righteoufnefs,  and  to  acknowledge  his  divinity. 

The  labour  of  Egypt,  &c.  The  land  of  Egypt  a- 
bounded  with  fine  flax,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
fpun  large  quantities  of  yam,  and  made  fine  linen, 
held  in  univerfal  eftimation  on  account  of  Jts  pecu- 
liar excellence.  This  might  be  called  the  ftaple  ar- 
ticle of  the  trade  and  labour  of  that  country,  from 
which  it  derived  great  opulence. — And  merchant 
dife  of  Ethiopia  ;  oue  part  of  which  was  fituated  in 
Afia,  and  another  in  Africa.  Probably  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  of  Abyflinia,  lying  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  to  the  fouth  of  Egypt,  are 
chiefly  intended.  The  Ethiopians  were  a  very 
numerous  powerful  people,  who  could  not  only  have 
brought  into  the  field  of  battle  a  prodigious  army, 
but  could  have  produced  an  immenfe  number  of  ar- 
tificers and  merchants;  by  whom  the  kingdom  \\^as 
enriched. — And  of  the  Sabcam  ;  who  dwelt  in  Ara- 
bia, who  were  either  the  pofterity  of  Ham  the  fon  of 
Noah,  or  of  Abraham  by  Keturah  ;  for  among  the 
defcendents  of  each  of  them  there  was  a  Seba  or  She- 
ba,  from  one  of  whom  the  Sabeans  might  liave  deri- 
ved their  name. — Men  of  Jlature  fhall  come  over  unto 
thee.  This  exprefllon  may  be  intended  to  fignify, 
that  people  of  the  moft  refpedable  appearance,  pof- 
feiOKng  great  afiiuence,  dignity,  and  authority,  from 
among  the  Egyptians,  Ethiopiansr,  and  Sabeans,  feme 
of  whom  are  faid  to  have  been  remarkably  tall, 
and  of  large  Itature — ^were  to  be  converted  to  Ju- 
daifm,  and  many  of  them  afterward  to  the  Chriftian 
faith.  In  conlequejice  whereof,  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  and  raerchandife  were  to  be  brought  over  to 
the  church,  and  by  them  to  be  confecrated  to  the 
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fervice  and  honour  of  Jehovah,  to  whom  they  were 
to  dedicate  themfelves  and  all  their  pofleiHions. 

And  iheyjhatl  be  thine'  They  were  to  devote  not 
only  their  fubftance,  but  themfelves,  to  advance  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the"  good  of  liis  people,  and  to  aft, 
as  the  churches  of  Macedonia  were  in  following  times 
difpofed  to  do  by  the  grace  of, God.     *They  firft 

*  gave  themfelves  to  the  Lord,  and  unto  us  (faith  the 
*apoftle  Paul^)  by  the  will  oiGcA.'—They  Jhall 
come  after  thee.  Conftrained  by  genuine  atfeftion  to 
adminifter  whatever  affiftance  U  in  their  power,  they 
ihall  follow  thee  in  the  exercife  of  true  penitence 
and  fervent  prayer,  folicitous  to  participate  of  the 
precious  benefits  peculiar  to  the  people  of  God.  The 
fubjeft  is  beautifully  iUuftrated  by  the  prophet  Ze- 
chariah,  in  the  following  words :    ♦  Thus  iaith  the 

*  Lord  of  hofts,  It  fhall  yet  come  to  pafs,  that  there 

*  Ihall  come  people,  and  the  mhabitants  of  many  ci- 

*  ties  :  and  the  inhabitants  of  one  city  Ihall  go  to  an- 

*  other,  faying,  Let  us  go  fpeedily  to  pray  before  the 

*  Lord,  and  to  feek  the  Lord  of  holts  :  1  will  go  alfo. 

*  Yea,  many  people  and  ftrong  nations  fhall  come  to 

*  feek  the  Lord  of  hofts  iij  Jerulalem,  and  to  pray  be- 

*  fore  the  Lord  *•' — in  chains  they  Jh all  come  over.  I 
pretend  not  to  determine  whether  the  cliams  here  in- 
tended ought  to  be  literally  or  figuratively  under- 
flood — whether  they  fignify  external  marks  of  di- 
ftindion,  or  badges  of  flavery — or  denote  the  power- 
ftil  inward  conltraints  whereby  every  thought  is 
brought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  In 
the  former  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  prediction  intimates 
that  perfons  in  the  moft  honourable  ftations,  and  in 
the  loweft  and  moft  abjed  conditions,  were  to  come 
over  and  join  themfelves  to  the  church  of  God.  la 
the  latter  fenfe,  the  prophecy  reprefents  the  converts 
to  the  true  reUgion  in  a  ftate  of  mind  like  that  of 
the  apoftle  Paul,  when  he  faid,  *  Behold,  I  go  bound 

*  in  the  Spirit  to  Jerufalem  J.*      Obliged  in  con- 
science and  duty,  he  was  firmly  refolved  to  aft  as 

he 
f  ^  Cor,  viii.  5.        f  Chap.  viii.  10,  21,  22.        %  A^s  xx.  22. 
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he  did,  being  urged  forward  by  a  ftrong  impulfe  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  who  \Vorks  effeftually  in  them  that 
believe.  By  his  mighty  co-operation,  the  people 
here  fpoken  of  were  to  be  induced  to  come  over  to 
the  fervice  of  the  living  God. 

jind  they  Jhall  fall  down  unto  thee^  &c.  Not  to  pay 
any  facred  homage  to  the  church  ;  for  it  is  written, 

*  Thou  {halt  worfhip  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  on- 

*  ly  Ihalt  thou  ferve  *  ;'  but  to  teftify  the  humble 
fenfe  they  had  of  their  own  unworthinefs,  and  the 
profound  refped  they  felt  for  the  fervants  of  the  true 
God ;  to  whom*  they  approached  with  fentiments  of 
elleem  and  affedion,  defirous  to  be  admitted  to  (hare 
in  the  precious  privileges  belonging  to  his  pe- 
culiar people,  and  to  enjoy  intimate  communion 
with  them  in  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointment. 
With  this  requeft  fhould  be  joined  the  acknowledg- 
ment— Surely  God  is  in  thee.  The  Lord  God  had  a 
fixed  permanent  habitation  among  his  people  of  old; 
and  therefore  he  W3S  emphatically  faid  to  dwell  a- 
mong  them.  But  this  was  not  all;  acconiing  to  the 
words  before  us,,  he  is  alfo  in  them.  Having  been 
received  into  his  family,  and  formed  after  his  image, 
his  word  dwells  in  them  richly,  being  laid  up  in  their 
hearts  as  a  valuable  treafure — his  Spirit  abides  in  them 
continually,  as  in  his  temple,  wherein  he  is  highly 
honoured,  and  his  prefence  ever  attends  them,  to 
ftrengthen,  to  refrefh,  and  gladden  their  hearts.  This 
divine  prefence  is  their  higheft  glory  and  greateft  de- 
light J  it  yields  them  fafety  and  comfort ';  lb  thaf  in 
the  contemplation  of  this  privilege  they  exult  with 
the  royal  prophet,  *  God  is  in  the  midft  of  his  chuix:h; 

*  fhe  (ball  not  be  moved  f .'  Were' this  pleafing  ac- 
knowledgment, this  honourable  prerogative,  attend- 
ed to  as  it  ought,  the  people  of  God  would  perform 
the  moil  difficult  duties,  and  fuftain  the  greateft  af- 
flidions  with  more  chearfulnefs  than  is  commoply 
done. — To  this  expreffion  the  apoftle  Paul  feems  to 
allude,  when  direding  to  the  proper  ufe  of  fpiritual 

gifts, 
♦  Mat.  iv.  10.        t  Pfal,  xlyi.  5. 
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gifts,  that  they  may  promote  edification.  *  If  all  pro- 

*  phecy,  and  there  come  in  one  that  believeth  not, 

*  or  unlearned,  he  is  convinced  of  all,  he  is  judged  of 

*  aU.     And  thus  are  the  fecrets  olf  his  heart  made 

*  manifeft  ;  and  fo  falling  down  on  his  fece  he  will 

*  worfhip  God,  and  report  that  Gdd  is  in  you  *;'  that 
the  prefence  of  God  is  in.  the  church;  that  the  power 
of  God  attends  the  miniftry  of  the  word.  Many  va- 
luable ends  are  promoted  by  this  acknowledgment ; 
a  finncr  being  converted,  God  is  worlhipped,  credit 
is  given  to  the  gofpel,  Jefus  Ghrift  is  magnified,  and 
his  fervaots  are  honoured. — ^The  verfe  under  confide- 
ration  concludes  thus.  And  there  is  none  elfe^  there  is 
no  God.  The  Hebrew  words  might  be  tranflated, 
NoneMber  than  he  is  in  thern^  tbete  is  no  God  bejide 
bim  whatever^  who  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
and  by  his  refidence  in  them  renders. them  truly 
Weffcd. 

15  Verily  thou  art  a  God  that  hideft  thy- 
felf,  O  God  of  Ifrael  the  Saviour. 

The  fervants  of  God  are  introduced  exprefling 
their  admiration  of  the  tranfcendent  glory  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  the  unfearchable  ways  of  his  providence  to^* 
ward  th€un« — He  is  addrefled  as  the  God  oH  Ifrael,  of 
his  natural  poft'erity,  v/ho  were  called  by  Ibs  name, 
and  diilinguifhed  from  other  nations  by  many  figiial 
advantages.  By  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament, 
we  are  taught  to  confider  that  highly  favoured  peo- 
ple as  exhibiting  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  Ifirael,  who  enjoy  all  the  fubilantial  benefits  con- 
ferred upon  the  literal  Ifrael,  and  fet  forth  by  types 
aad  figures  to  their  view.  Aft^r  Ifrael  according  to 
the  flelh  were  broken  off  becaufe  of  their  unbeUefi 
the  Gentiles  were  graffed  in,  and  inveftcd  with  the 
cbaia£ter  and  privileges  which  the  children  of  Jacob 
had  enjoyed  and  defpUed-— -The  chief  of  thefe  are  here 
xnentiooed,  namely,  that  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  Krael, 

Vol.  lU.  3  O  the 

*  X  Cor.  aiiv*  24,;  2  j. 
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the  Saviour.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  un- 
fold the  full  import  of  the  former  of  thefe  cxpreffions, 
and  to  Ihew  what  the  Lord  does  and  engages  to  do 
for  his  people  to  whom  he  is  God.  This  much,  how- 
ever, is  clearly  revealed  and  plainly  comprehended 
in  this  relation.  He  is  their  Father,  who  gives  them 
exiftence  in  every  capacity  ;  who  provides,  inftrudB^ 
corredi,  and  blefles  them.  He  is  their  Redeemer, 
who  refcues  them  from  captivity,  and  from  the  hands 
of  their  enemies  ;  who  introduces  them  into  glorious 
liberty  and  felicity.  He  is  their  Lord,  who  afligns 
them  the  fervices  they  perform ;  who  aflures  them 
of  feafonable  fuppoh,  and  the  rich  rewards  of  grace. 
He  is  their  king,  who  governs  them  by  his  laws,  who 
protefts  them  by  his  power,  enriches  them  from  his 
treafurcs,  and  opens  to  their  view  the  moft  glorious^ 
profpe6b.  AUthefc  benefits  united,  give  but  an im- 
perfed  idea  of  what  is  comprehended  in  Jehovah  be- 
ing the  God  of  Ifrael — the  Saviour  who  delivers 
from  enemies  and  evils  of  every  defcription,  from 
prefent  and  impending  deftru£tion ;  and  who  confers 
the  moft  defirable  and  iHeftimable  bleffings.    . 

Verily  thou  art  a  God  that  hideji  thjfelf.  Though 
omniprefent,  thou  art  invifible ;  thou  hall  made  dark- 
nefs  thy  fecret  place,  and  thy  pavilion  round  about. 

*  Behold  we  go  forward,  but  thou  art  not  there ;  and 

*  backward,  but  we  cannot  perceive  thee;  on  the  left 

*  hand  where  thou  doft  work,  but  we  cannot  behold 

*  thee;  thou  hideft  thyfelf  on  the  right  hand,  that  we 

*  cannot  fee  thee  *.'  No  man  hath  feen  thee  at  any 
tune,  who  art  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invi- 
fible ;  even  thy  people  of  old,  to  whom  thou  piveft 
laws  and  ordinances,'  faw  no  manner  of  fimilitude  on 
the  day  thou  fpakeft-to  them  in  Horeb,  out  of  the 
midft  of  the  fire.  And  as  thou  thyfelf  art  concealed 
from  human  view,  fo  the  difpenfetions  of  thy  provi- 
dence toward  thy  church,  far  exceed  our  underftand- 
ing ;  being  inveloped  in  impenetrable  obfcurity.  Thy 
operations  are  far  above  out  of  fight,  fo  that  we  per- 
ceive 

♦  Job  jtxiii*  ^,  9^ 
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ceive  not  the  confummate  wifdom  and  prudence 
whereby  they  are  direfted.  How  furprifing  thy  cion- 
du£t  toward  thy  peculiar  people,  whom  thou  haft 
chofen  and  redeemed ;  in  permitting  vaft  numbers  of 
them  to  be  killed  by  the  fword  ;  great  part  of  them 
that  remained,  to  be  led  into  captivity ;  the  temple  built 
to  the  honour  of  thy  name  to  be  deftroyed ;  thy  be- 
loved city  reduced  to  afbis ;  and  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  thou  gaveft  for  an  inheritance  to  our  fathers, 
diverted  of  its  inhabitants !  Befides,  thou  feemert  to 
have  altogether ,  deferted  thy  people,  and  to  allow 
them  to  perifh  from  off  the  earth;  as  thy  upright  fer- 
vants  have  often  dreaded,  and  as  the  profane  have 
infolently  faid  thou  wouldlldo.  Notwithft^nding  thefe 
apparently  adverfe  circumftances,  it  fliall  be.feen  in 
the  event,  that  thy  difpenfations,  however  dark  and 
inexplicable  at  prefent,  were  fo  conducted  as  to  pu- 
rify thy  church  from  the  wicked,  the  idolatrous  and 
hypocritical,  and  to  difplay  in  the  moft  glorious  man- 
ner, that  thou  art  the  God  of  Ifrael  the  Saviour.  In 
due  feafoa  thou  wilt  exalt  thy  people  to  a  more  pro- 
fperous  ftate  than  in  times  paft,  and  enrich  them  with 
the  bleffings  of  thy  grace ;  and  therefore  it  becomes 
us  to  adore  thee  the  God  who  hideft  thy felf  from  thy 
church  in  various  ways.  Thou  fometimes  withholds 
from  thy  fervants  the  fruits  of  thy  loving  kindnefs,  by 
w^ch  they  were  formerly  favoured  and  refrefhed— thou 
concealeft  from  them  thereafonsanddefigns  of  the  dif- 
peniations  of  thy  providence  and  grace — ^thoureftrain- 
ell  the  pledges  of  thy  gracious  prefence,  whereby  they 
were  feUcitated  in  times  paft — thou  alloweft  the  de- 
lightful improving  correfpondence  they  maintained 
with  thee  to  be  interrupted;  and  on  particular  occa- 
lions — thou  withdraweft  from  them  the  reviving  light 
of  thy  countenance,  fo  that  they  walk  difconfolate  in 
darknefs.  This  divine  condud  which  at  firft  view 
feems  inexplicable,  ferves  to  promote  many  valuable 
purpofes,  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  ma- 
nifefts  the  glorious  fovereignty  of  Jehovah  ;  fome  of 
whofe  difpenfations  carry  with  them  their  own  rca- 
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fon  and  evidence,  whilft  others  cannot  at  prcfent  bcac- 
countedfor:  it  adminiftersfliarp  reproof  foriiidulgencc 
in  any  tranfgreffion,  which  expdes  to  reproach  the 
ways  of  God  :  it  conveys  ufeful  admonition  for  negli* 
gence  andformality  in  the  performance  of  duty,  which 
fliould  be  attentively  coniidered. — Be  folicitous,  then, 
to  difcover  the  caufes  why  God  doth  in  this  manner 
hide  himleif  from  you  ;  and  fciideavour  by  all  means 
to  get  them »  removed,  whilft  you  ftudy  to  comply 
with  the  gracious  defigiis  God  hath  in  view  ta  pro- 
mote, by  obfcure  difpenfations  of  providence  and 
grace. 

1 6  They  (hall  be  aftramed,  and  alfo  con- 
founded, all  of  them:  they  fliall  go  to  confii- 
iion  together  that  are  makers  of  idols. 

The  utter  difgrace  and  confufion  that  fliall  be  the 
certain  portion  of  idolaters  is  explicitly  foretold.  Dif- 
appointed  expedations  refpeding  the  advantages 
they  fooliftily  imagined  they  were  to  enjoy;  the  con- 
fcious  fenfe  of  their  extreme  folly,  in  having  honour- 
ed thofe  lying  vanities  which  they  ought  to  have  de- 
fpifed,  fliall  invob^e  them  in  anguifli  and  diigrace— 
All  of  them  fi>all  go  into  confufion  together.  Greatly 
agitated  by  conitemation  and  dread,  and  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  diforder  and  diflrefs,  Uke  thofe  who  are 
in  perplexity ;  they  fliall  be  fo  terribly  einbarraiTed 
as  not  to  know  what  to  do  or  where  to  go.  Their 
minds  being  diftraded  with  ignominy,  reproach  and 
forrow  ;  their  condition  fliall  be  truly  miferahle  and 
beyond  redrefs.  This  fliall  be  the  portion  of  them 
who  make  and  ferve  graven  images,  who  boaft  them- 
felves  of  idols.  *  Wwfliip  Jehovah ;  for  he  is  high 
*  above  all  the  earth,  and  exalted  far  above  all  godsV 

17^2^/  Ifrael  fliall  be  faved  in  the  LORD 
with  an  everlafting  falvation  :  ye  fliall  not  be 
afhamed  nor  confounded  world  without  end. 

After 

*  Pfal.  xc;rii.  9. 
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After  the  folemn  adoration  of  the  myfterious  couia- 
fels  and  operations  of  Jehovah,  and  the  awful  denunci- 
ation of  the  confufion  of  idolaters,  the  church  isbrooght 
forward  triumphing  in  the  falvatbn  of  Ifrael^not  only 
from  temporal  captivity, but  from  everlafting  deftruc* 
tion.  What  a  perfed  contraft  does  the  mifery  of  ido- 
laters form  to  the  felicity  of  God's  people.  All  the 
former  without  exception,  Ihall  be  confounded  ;  the 
latter  fliall  never  be  afhamcd ;  the  former  Ihall  go  in- 
to confufion ;  the  latter  fliall  be  for  ever  faved  in  the 
Lord  to  the  ages  of  eternity,— ^Whilft  Ifaiah  forefaw 
by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  the  deliverance  that  way 
to  be  wrought  for  the  Jewifli  people,  by  means  of 
Cyrus  king  of  Perfia,  his  thoughts  were  elevated  to 
contemplate  the  fpiritual  eternal  fah^ation,  which  in 
the  fulnefs  of  time  was  to  be  accomplilhed  by  JefuB 
Chrift  for  his  church.  In  the  delightful  profped  o- 
pened  to  his  view,  he  exclsums  with  exultation  and 
joy — Jfrael  (all  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed  in  whom 
there  is  no  guile)yZ)^//  be  faved.  The  promifes  whick 
God  hath  made  to  his  people  are  not  to  be  confined 
to  temporal  falvatiDn,the  enjoyment  of  which  is  fub- 
jc<a  to  the  various  viciffitudes  of  all  earthly  pofleC- 
fions,  that  foon  decay  and  perifti.  A  greater,  a  more 
complete,  and  durable,  even  an  everlafting  falvation, 
which  God  hath  promifed  to  his  fervants,  and  of 
which  the  deliverances  wrought  of  old  were  typical, 
b  the  objedl  of  their  pkafing  expedation.  On  this  in- 
eftimable  benefit,  the  hope  of  the  faithful  in  all  ages 
terminated;  our  Prophet's  views  were  concentred,and 
to  this  everlafting  glory  he  often  looked  forward  and 
alluded  in  his  difcourfes. 

Ifraeljhall  be  faved  in  4be  Lord^  i.  e.  through  him, 
as  the  apoftle  Paul  writes  in  his  epiftlc  to  the  Ro« 
mans  *.  The  eled  of  God  difperfed  over  the  earth, 
fliall  be  faved  through  the  powerful  operation  of  his 
glorious  excellencies,  and  in  virtue  of  the  perfed 
righteoufnefs  of  the  great  Mefliah — They  fliall  be 
laved  through  the  love  of  God,  who  fo  bved  the 

world, 

*  Chap.  V.  9. 
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world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
foever  believeth  in  him  (hould  not  perifh,  but  have 
everlafting  life — They  (hall  be  faved  in  his  infinite 
wifdom,  which  he  hatih  wonderfully  difplayed  m  de- 
vifing  and  executing  the  aftonlfhing  plan  of  falvation 
— and  thro'  his  almighty  power,  whereby  he  works 
m  them  that  believe,  and  preferves  them  to  the  en- 
joyment of  it  in  full  perfedion— They  (hall  be  faved 
in  his  confummate  righteoufhefs,  the  reditude  of  his 
nature,  the  equity  of  his  providence,  apd  the  faith- 
fulnefs  of  his  promifes,  being  clearly  demonftrated 
by  the  accomplifhment  of  this  falvation.  In  this 
manner  the  people  of  God  are  faved  in  the  Lord,  and 
obtain  complete  and*  eternal  deliverance  from  all  e- 
ril,  and  the  full  perpetual  -enjoyment  of  undecaying 
felicity  and  glory.  It  greatly  enhances  the  value 
of  this  falvation,  that  it  is  everlafting,  without  inter- 
ruptionj  and  without  end.  To  conclude  in  the  words 
of  an  eminent  writer,  *  Could  I  fpeak  ever  fo  long  on 
•this  fubjeft,  all  my  thoughts  and  expreiiions  would 

*  fell  infinitely  Ihort  of  it.     It  is  our  happinefs,  that 

*  we  are  incapable  of  fully  underftanding  it.     So 

*  that  herc  our  incapacity  turns  to  advantage,  and 

*  fhould  excite  our  moft  felicitous  ourfuit ;  for  it  is 

*  infioitely  above  all  that  we  can  aflc  or  think.' — 2e 
Jhall  not  tfe  afiamed  of  your  hope,  nor  difappointed  of 

your  expectation,  like  idolaters,  who  truft  in  vanity. 
Ye  (hall  never  be  confounded  or  diftre(red  with  per- 
plexity and  vexation,  through  inmiortal  ages.- 

1 8  For  thus  faith  the  LORD  that  created 
the  heavens ;  God  himfdf,  that  formed  the 
earth  and  made  it ;  he  hath  eftabli(hed  it,  he 
created  it  not  in  vain  ;  he  formed  it  to  be  in- 
habited :  I  arnxht  LORE) ;  and  there  is  none 
elfe. 

Thefe  words  contain  a  fublime  introdu6lion  to  that 
portion  of  our  Prophet's  difcourfe,  wherein  he  efta- 
bliihes  the  divinity  of  the  God  of  Krael,  from  the 
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clear  predidHons  he  had  delivered  refpefting  the  glo- 
rious work  of  which  he  was  treating ;  and  wherein  he 
Ihews  the  folly  of  idolaters.  Jehovah  fpeaking  by 
his  fervant  claims  the  high  prerogative  of  having  gi^ 
ven  exiftence  to  the  univerfe.  The  Hebrew  words 
import,  that  the  Lord  who  created  the  heavens,  is  the 
fame  God  that  formed  the  earth.  The  Lord  God 
ft  retched  out  the  heavens,  to  be  his  own  peculiar  re- 
fidence,  and  the  habitation  of  thofe  miniltering  fpi- 
rits  who  contemplate  his  glory,  celebrate  his  prailes, 
and  execute  his  pleafure.  The  fame  God  fbrnied  the 
earth,  with  all  its  component  parts :  he  made  it  in 
the  fhape  he  judged  moft  proper ;  he  difpofed  the  fe- 
veral  materials  of  which  it  is  conftituted ;  he  com- 
pleted the  work,  and  gave  it  ail  the  decorations  which 
it  poflelles.  ,He  hath  eftablilhed  this  large  ponder- 
ous globe,  that  hath  no  viiible  fupport,  in  the  region 
of  the  air,  where  it  is  as  firmly  fettled  as  if  it  refted 
on  the  moft  folid  foundation.  In  the  words  of  the 
royal  Pfalmift,  *  He  hath  founded  the  earth  upon  the 
*  feas,and  eftablilhed  the  world  upon  the  floods  f.'  He 
hath  placed  the  earth  in  the  ftation  which  it  occupies 
amidft  the  other  fpheres ;  fo  that  it  exhibits  a  conti- 
nued miracle  of  the  omnipotence  and  goodnefs  of  its 
great  Creator;  by  whom  it  is  upheld  and  preferved 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  waters  with  which  it 
is  encompafted. 

He  created  it  not  in  vain^  to  no  valuable  pur- 
pofe,  nor  that  it  might  remain  empty  and  ufelefs. 
He  made  it  to  ferve  thofc  important  ends  which  are 
worthy  of  himfelf,  the  manifeftation  of  his  power  j  and 
that  from  thence  he  might  receive  a  revenue  of  praife 
and  honour  atod  glory  ;  for  of  him,  through  him,  and 
to  him,  are  all  things.  He  formed  it  to  be  inliabi* 
ted  by  the  children  of  men,  to  whom  he  hath  given 
it  for  a  habitation ;  and  who  in  return  for  his  un- 
bounded beneScencp  ought  to  ferve  and  obey  him 
as  the  angels  do  in  heaven.  .  To  this  end  the  earth 
was  deftined  by  its  great  Ci-eator ;  for  this  ufe  it  was 
...    I  pilfipaced 

.  ^ . ,       •  f  Pfalm  xxiv.  2. 
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jnreparcd,  and  therefore  it  would  be  unbecoiiung  the 
majefty  and  wifdom  of  God  to  permit  it  to  be  dctti- 
tiite  of  inhabitants^  who  fear  and  worfliiphim;  whole 
liulinefs  is  to  do  him  fervice,  and  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
iing  fatisfaftion  that  rcfults  from  his  approbation. — 
lam  the  Lord  and  there  is  none  elfe.  The  fignij&cant 
cpcpreflions  that  occur  in  this  veife  pkinly  intimate, 
that  Jehovah  is  the  raoft  high  God,  who  not  only 
fbmied  the  heavens  to  be  the  rcfidence  of  his  glory, 
but  who  alfo  made  and  replenilhed  the  ^arth ;  and 
therefore  he  is  the  Lord  both  of  heaven  and  earth. — 
In  the  faith  of  this  important  truth,  let  us  look  for- 
ward to  that  happy  period  when  according  to  pro- 
phecy, all  the  nations  of  this  world  fhall  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  all  kin- 
dreds  of  the  people  Ihall  worfliip  before  him»  and  do 
Iluii  homage* 

19  I  have  not  fpoken  in  fecret,  in^  a  dark 
place  of  the  earth  :  I  faid  not  unto  the  feed 
of  Jacob,  Seek  ye  me  in  vain.  I  the  L£)RD 
%eak  righteoufnefs.  I  declare  things  that  are 
right.  , 

Jehoimh  in  procrf  that  he  is  God  alone,  appeals  to 
three  fevcral  evidences  to  confirm  the  juftice  of  his 
claim. — /  have  not  fpoken  in  fecret.  The  anfwers  gi- 
ven by  the  heathen  oracles  to  thofe  who  confuked 
them, were  commonly  dehvered  in  anobfcurenamier, 
and  in  ambiguous  terms,  that  in  which  way  fo  ever 
the  event  happened,  they  might  be  confidered  as  juft 
and  true.  On  the  contrary  the  God  cf  Ifrael  fpake  0^ 
pcnly  to  his  people  from  mount  Sinai ;  he  promul- 
gated his  law  in  the  moft  public  Iblemn  manner  with 
a  clear  and  audible  voice.  By  his  fervants  the  pro- 
phets, he  announced  in  public  afiembUes,  and  in  ex- 
plicit terms,  the  purpofes  of  his  gtace,  and  the  fiiture 
events  of  his  providence,  particulaiiy  the  djcKverance 
of  his  people  from  captivity  by  means  of  Cyrus,  and 
the  benefits  with  which  their  liberation  was  to  be  at- 
tended. 
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tended^ — Tn  a  dark  place  of  the  earth.  The  heathen 
refponfes  were  often  given  by  perfons  who  peeped 
with  a  fhrill,  or  muttered  with  a  holbw  voice,  which 
was  not  well  onderftood,  being  delivered  fibm  fbme 
obfcure  deep  cavern.  Whereas  the  God  of  Ifraelfpake 
to  his  people  in  the  moil  confpicuons  places,  and  in 
fach  a  manner  as  ferved  to  difpel  their  doubts,  and  to 
affiHd  them  the  moft  fatisfying  information.         < 

I /aid  npt  to  the  feed  of  Jacob;  Seek  ye  me  in  vain. 
The  expiefBon  probably  refers  to  fidtitbus  gods  of 
the  heathenrwnole  votaries  fought  in  vain  their  af- 
fiilance,  and  never  reaped  any  advantage  wbatfoever 
from  the  homage  rendered  to  idols.     In  oppofition 
to  thefe  unprofitable  fervices,  the  God  of  Ifrael  de- 
clares that  he  never  allowed  any  of  his  fervant's  pof- 
f erity  to  worfhip  him  in  vain.  More  is  intended  than 
exprefled*    The  Lord  God  hath  required  his  people 
to  feek  him  for  the  moft  important  purpo&s,  and  by 
means  of  this  exerciie  they  obtain  the  greateft  advan-^ 
tages.    They  are  allowed  and  encouraged  to  pour 
out  their  hearts  before  him,  and  he  hears  them  in  an 
acceptable  time ;  yea,  whilft  they  open  their  lips  in 
prayer,  he  is  ple^fed  to  open  his  bountiful  hand  to 
grant  their  requefts,  and  liberally  to  fupply  their  ne^ 
ceffities.     He  often  gives  them  more  than  they  hav€^ 
either  wiidom  or  confidence  to  feek,  and  does  foe 
them  beyond  what  they  can  alk  or  think.     Of  thisr 
reviving  truth,  many  remarkable  inftaoces  are  re- 
corded in  fcripture.  Abraham  begged  firom  God  the 
life  of  lihmad ;  and  God  promifed  him  the  birth  of 
likac,  in  whom  all  the  lisunilies  of  the  earth  were  to 
be  blefied.     David  aiked  life  from  God;  he  gav6 
faim  life,  and  with  it  a  crown  and  a  kingdom.-— 
What  aftoniihing  grace  in  God ;  what  ample  encou- 
ragement to  feek  the  Lord;  that  he  condefcends 
gracioufly  to  regard  the  fmcere  though  languid  re- 
quefts, that  proceed  even  from  a  wandering  heart, 
and  a  mind  di^radedwith  vahi  thoughts!  This  mer- 
cy juftly  furprifed  the  royal  prophet,  and  fhould  ex- 
cite us  to  join  with  him  in  exprefling  our  adniiiration 
Vol.  m.  3  P  and 
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and  gratitude.     *  Bleffcd  be  the  Lord,  for  he  hath 

*  Ihcwcd  me  his  marvellous  kindnefs  in  a  ftrong  city. 

*  Fori  faid  in  my  hafte^I  am  cut  off  from  before  thine 
*eyes;  neverthelefs  thou  heardeft  the  voice  of  my 

*  fupplications  *;* 

Itbe  Lord /peak  rigbteoufnefs,  or  truth,  as  the  He- 
brew word  fignifies.     The  exprefSon  imports, '  I  an- 

*  nounce  and  place  before  you,  the  truth,  which  cannot 
•be  controverted/  The  oracles  publilhed  among 
the  heathen  nations  were  not  only  delivered  in  dark 
ambiguous  terms,  frequently  inconfiftent  with  truth 
and  righteoufnefe ;  but  tliey  tended  to  confound  the 
effential  differenfee  between  good  and  evil.  Very 
diflferent  are  the  oracles  of  the  living  God,  wherein 
he  always  publifhed  the  tFoth  ;  declared  that  which 
is  right,  and  eftablilhed  the  important  diftindioh  be- 
tween moral  good  and  zviL  •  Everl^ng  righteouf* 
nefs  IS  in  all  bis  cdnmiandments ;  in  all  the  do6lrines^ 
promifes,  and  threatenings  contained  in  his  holy 
word,  wherein  he  hath  revealed  the  righteoufnels 
brought  in  by  the  Meffiah;  in  the  rewards  he  will  be- 
llow upon  his  fervants,  and  the  puniihments  he  wilT 
inflift  upon  the  wicked. — By  thefe  unequivocal 
proofs  doth  Jehovah  evince  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead;  and  fbew  that  he  is- God,  and  there  is 
none  elfe :  by  the  fame  evidences  did  the  Son  of 
God  naanifefted  in  the  flefli,  demonllrate  his  divini- 
ty. Far  from  jBiunning  the  light  and  concealing: 
himfelf,  he  publicly  taught  the  multitudes  that  refort- 
cd  to  him,  in  the  molt  open  and  undifguifed  man- 
ner. This  was  his  uniform  praftice  at  all  times, 
whether  he  inftni<n:ed  the  people  in  feafon,.  or  out  o£ 
feafon  ;  and  in  all  places,  whether  in  the  wildernefe, 
on  the  mountain,  on  board  a  fliip,  in  the  fynagogue, 
or  in  the  temple ;  where  convened  the  moll  Iblemn 
aflemblies  of  the  Ifraelites.  In  fectet,  Jefus  Cbrift  de- 
<^ared,  have  I  faid  nothing.  I  have  kept  no  clandcftine 
meetings  from  which  any' were  excluded ;  and  in 
private,  I  ever  taught  what  I  enjoined  my  difciples 

to 
.     .  *  Pfalmxxxi.  21,  22. 
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to  publifli  to  the  world,  and  what  I  inculcated  in 
public.  Far  from  faying  to  the  pofterity  6(  J^cob, 
Seek  ye  me  in  vain  :  I  faid  a(k,  and  it  fhall  be  gi- 
ven yous  feek  and  ye  fliall  fifid ;  knock  and  it  ihall 
he  opened  unto  you  *.  Whatfoever  ye  fhall  aik  in 
my  name,  I  will  give  it  you  f . — /  the  Lord  /pea^ 
righteoufnefs.  This  expreffion  is  fimilar  to  that  u- 
ied  by  the  prophet  David,  when  fpeaking  in^^he  per- 
fon  of  Jefus^Chrifti  he  declares  himfelf  to  have  aded 
up  to  theproph.etical  part  of  his  character,  by  preach- 
ing the  dodrines  of  truth,  righteoufnefs,  and  falva- 
tion,  without  concealment.  I  have  preached  righ- 
teoufnefs in  the  great  congregation,  ^c.  % — After 
the  illuftrious  example  of  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  walk 
in  the  light  and  fpeak  righteoufnefs ;  then  we  need 
flot  fear  though  our  words  and  adions  be  known  by 
the  world:  for  being  wrought  in  God,  by  his  affiftance, 
according  to  his  will,  and  for  the  advancement  of 
his  glory  they  cannot  be  condemned. 

20^  Afleijible  yourfelves,  ajid  come:  draw 
jiear  together,  ye  that  are  efcaped  of  thp  na- 
jtions :  they  have  jio  knowledge  that  fet  up 
the  vrood  of  their  graven  irn^gp,  :^nd  pray  uvir 
to  a  god  that  cannot  Ikve- 

That  with  greater  efled  he  might  expofe  and  re- 
prove the  folly  of  idolaters,  the  Lord  God  calls  upon 
his  people  to  convene,  that  they  might  attend  to 
this  important  fubjed.— rThe  Jews  liberated  from 
captivity,  and  refcued  from  the  errors  and  fuperfti- 
tions  of  the  heathen,  with  the  profelytes  from  a- 
mong  the  Gentiles,  who  had  renounced  the  idolatry 
and  felfe  rehgion  to  which  the  greater  part  of  the  na- 
tions were  addided,  are  here  particularly  addrefled. 
All  thofe  might  be  included  who  were  confirmed  in 
the  faith  of  tlie  true  God,  and  who  were  devoted  to 
his  worlhip  and  fervice.  Such  are  folemnly  required  to 
come  together,  that  they  might  liften  to  the  following 

admonition, 

♦  Matth.  vu.  7.        f  John  xiv.  13.        t  Pialm  xl.  9,  10. 
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admonition,  and  be  convinced  oftheabfurdityoftbe 
praftice  here  reprobated — They  have  no  knawIedgeJkCf 
They  muft  indeed  be  notorioully  ignorant  and  defti* 
lute  of  underftanding,  whofet  up  the  wood  t;>f  a  gra- 
ven image  as  the  objeft  of  worfliip.  After  all  the 
expence  and  labour  employed  in  forming  the  idol, 
it  flill  remains  a  piece  of  timber,  formed  for  the  abo« 
minabl^  purpofe  of  giving  to  it  facred  homage.  Sucb 
Vas  its  imbecility,  that  it  could  not  move,  but  requir- 
ed to  be  tranfported  from  place  to  place,  and  to  be 
put  into  the  houfe  or  temple  4efignedfor  its  reception, 
from  which  it  could  not  depart.  Much  lefs  could*  it 
anfwer  the  requefts  prefented  to  it,  or  fave  from  dan* 
ger  and  didrefs.  To  pray  then  to  an  image  made  of 
wood,  that  can  neither  do  good  nor  evil,  difcovers  the 
groffefl  ignorance,  and  involves  the  greateft  incoa* 
fiftency  that  can  be  im^ined^ 

21  Tell  ye,  and  bring  tbem  near :  yea,  let 
them  take  counfel  together :  who  hatb  decla^ 
red  this  from  ancient  time  ?  wbo  hath  told  it 
from  that  tinie  ?  have  not  I  the  LORD ;  and 
tbere  is  no  god  elfe  befide  me  j  a  juft  God, 
and  a  Saviour ;  (here  is  none  beside  me. 

Whilft  Ifaiah  foretold  the  liberation  of  the  Jewifli 
people  by  means  of  Cyrus,  he  probably  beheld  in 
that  event  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of  the  delive- 
rance of  the  church  of  God  by  Jefus  Chrift.  In 
this  pleafing  profped  he  rejoiced,  and  invited  the 
faved  from  among  the  nations,  to  bring  forward 
any  objedions  they  could  allign  to  the  argument 
he  had.  adduced,  in  favour  of  the  eternal  power  and 
godhead  of  Jehovah.  If  they  knew  any  pcrfons 
efteemed  more  wife  and  acute  than  others;  they  are 
direded  to  call  them  in  to  their  ailiftance^  and  to 
confult  with  them  as  to  the  exceptions^hat  could  be 
made  to  the  proofs  that  had  been  ftated  for  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  and  to  fhew  the  abfurdity  of  idolatry,  tf 
after  all^  they  could  not  refute  our  Prophet's  argu- 
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jncntSf  they  ought  to  Qoofefs  the  truth,  acknowledge 
that  idolaters  were  fairly  vanquiihed;  and  therefore 
^hey  ought,  without  heiitation,  to  adhere  to  the  faith 
and  worihip  of  the  true  God.-^Who  bath  declared 
this  from  ancient  time*  Whoever  made  known  the 
great  event  alluded  to  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
difcourfe»  namely,  the  deliverance  of  Judah  from 
captivity,  typical  of  the  far  more  glorious  deliverance 
of  all  the  Ifrael  of  God  from  a  more  grievous  bon- 
dage?—J^i&p  batb  told  it  from  that  /im^in^  which  there 
was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  its  accomplilhment.. 
^^Have  not  J  the  Lord,  given  this  fatisfying  proof  of 
my  exiftence,  perfedions,  and  providence,  and  by 
this  event  demonftrated  that  I  am  Omnifcient,  Al> 
mighty,  and  faithful  in  fulfilling  the  predidions  and 
promifes  given  to  the  church.  The  concluiion  to  be 
deduced  from  thefe  premifes  is  again  repeated,*  Theic 
*  is  no  god  elfe  befide  me,'  l^c. 

22  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth :  for  I  am  God,  and  there  U 
none  elfe* 

TheLordGod  addrefles  a  kind  invitation  to  theGen-^ 
tiles  to  come  and  partake  of  the  falvation  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  reveal.— The  call  is  directed  to  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth.  The  expreflion  accords  with  the  Jewiih 
notion;  tliat  their  land  wasiituated  in  the  midllof  the 
earth,  and  that  the  countries  which  lay  jnoft  remote 
from  them,  whole  circumftances  formed  a  contrail 
to  theirs,  were  the  ends  or  extremities  of  the  earth. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  moft  diftant  regions  and  king- 
doms are  certainly  intended.  In  this  fenfe^  the  ex- 
prei&on  is  ufed  in  thefecond  Pfalm,whcre  the  Mefliah 
is  encouraged  to  alk,  in  recompenfe  for  his  labours 
and  fufFerings,  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance^ 
the  utmoil  parts  of  the  earth  for  bis  pofTelfion  ;  and 
^ured  that  they  Ihall  be  given  to  him.  To  accom- 
pUlh  this  defirable  purpole,  the  Son  of  God  exhibits 
jucnfelf  wJLth  the  riches  of  his  gra^e  to  all  nations 

without 
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ixfithout  diftindion  ;  requiring  them  to  contemplate 
his  glory,  to  hearken  to  his  voice,  and  to  accept  of 
his  righteoirfnefe  and  felvation,  which  he  prepared 
fadTore  the  face  of  all  people. — ^The  invitation  is  given 
to  all,  without  exception,  whatever  be  their  charac- 
ter  and  condition,  whether  young  or  old,  high  or 
low,  rich  or  poor.  Whofoever  you  are,  whatever 
you  have  been  in  time  paft,  the  Son  of  Cod,  th« 
Lord  of  glory,  faith  unto  you. 

Look  unto  me.  Convinced  of  your  fin,  mifery,  and 
danger  ;  perfuaded  of  my  confummate  ability,  and 
all-fuffici^nt  grace ;  turn  your  attention  to  mte,  and 
in  the  exercile  of  reverence  and  love,  of  faith,  hope, 
^d  truft,  contemplate  the  illuftrious  difplays  which 
1  have  given  of  my  divine  excellencies,  and  readinefs 
to  fave.  Relying  on  my  tender  mercy  and  faithful 
word,  place  all  your  dependence  and  expedations 
on  my  power,  and  grace,  and  feithfulnefs,  who  ani 
mighty  to  fave.  Highly  gratified  with  the  pleafing 
furvey,  deeply  imprefled  with  an  afteding  fenfe  of 
your  urgent  neceffities,  and  of  your  infinite  need 
every  moment  of  my  compaflionate  aid  ;  look  ftear 
dily  to  me,  the  Author  and  finilher  of  falvation ;  even 
as  the  Ifraelites  ftung  in  the  wildemefs,  viewed  the 
brazen  ferpent  exhibited  as  the  only  efiedhial  remedy 
for  their  diftempers.  Think  not  that  a  flight  fuper^ 
ficial  glance  is  enough.  Look  with  fixed  hearts  and 
ardent  defires  of  obtaining  falvation,  until  delighted 
with  my  glory  and  beauty,  you  renounce  all  CMifi* 
dence  in  yourfelves,  and  the  lying  vanities  of  this 
world,  and  adopt  the  language  of  the  church,  ^  Be- 
>  hold,  as  the  eyes  of  fervints  look  unto  the  hands  of 

*  their  mafters,  fo  our  ^yts  wait  upon  the  Lord  our 

*  God,  until  he  have  ;ricrcy  upon  us  *•'  Fix  your  at.- 
tention  upon  me,  until  you  can  fay  with  my  fervant 
X)avid,  Mine  eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord  f ;  mine 
eyes  are  imto  jhee,  O  God  the  Lord ;  in  thee  is  my 
truft,  leave  not  my  foul  deftitute  |. — Beware  of  ex* 
cufing  yourfelf  from  complying  with  this  call  by 

urging 
f  piato  cxxHi.  2.         f  PfaL  xxv.  15.    *    %  Pfal.  cxli.  8* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  22.      PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH.  48^ 

urging  your  inability  to  comply  with  itl  Convert 
this  chrumftance  rather  into  an  argument  to  excite 
importunity  in  prayer  to  God,  who  giveth  power  to 
the  faint,  and  to  them  who  have  no  might  increafeth 
ftrength.  Plead  not  the  number  and  atrocity  of  your 
fins,  as  a  ground  of  exemption  from  this  neceflary  ex- 
ercijfc ;  confider  them  rather  as  fuggefting  a  power- 
ful  nwtive  which  ought  to  conftrain  you  to  imme- 
diate compliance — ^Neither  ralhly  conclude  that  you 
nave  already  yielded  fafficiently  to  the  Saviour's  de- 
mand. If  ever  you  have  contemplated  him  aright^ 
looking  ftedfaftly  to  him  will  be  your  continued  de-i 
lightful  employment. 

And  be  yefaved ;  not  merely  from  temporal  cala- 
mities, and  advanced  to  the  enjoyment  of  prefent 
peace  and  profperity ;  but  ye  fliall  be  delivered  from 
fpiritual  evils  and  eternal  deftrudion.  Such  is  the 
efficacious  grace  and  power  of  Jehovah,  that  falva- 
tion  freely  flows  from  him  to  thofe  who  comply  with 
his  generous  invitations.  There  is  not  any  thing  that 
mankind  fo  much  need  as  falvation.  This  fimple 
truth  is  abundantly  evident  from  the  fcriptures  of 
truth,  from  incontrovertible  fafts,  from  manifold 
experience,  from  the  interpoiition  of  the  Son  of 
God  in  our  behalf,  and  his  exhibiting  himfelf  in  the 
charader  of  a  Saviour.  AU  thefe,  with  many  other 
evidences,  clearly  Ihew,  that  men  are  in  a  periihing 
c6nditim).  Alas !  how  ever,  great  part  of  the  human 
race  feem  infenfible  of  their,  danger,  and  indifferent 
about  deliverancQ.  To  thofe  .who  are  feniible  of 
their  perilous  ftate,  how  joyful  the  tidings,  how  com- 
fortable the  affurance,  publilhed  by  him  who  is  faith- 
ful, that  looking  to  him  they  fhall  be  faved  !  He  is 
able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  at  all  times,  in  all  pla- 
ces, perfons  of  all  defcriptions  ;  he  is  able  to  fave  in 
the  mod  complete  manner,  and  in  the  moft  perfed 
degree  ;  fo  that  npthing  Ihall  be  wanting  to  confum- 
mate  yotir  feliqity  through  immortal  ages.  The  fal- 
vation of  which  thofe  who  look  to  the  Lord  are  af- 
fured,  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  wrought  by  Mofes, 
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by  Aaron,  by  Jofhua,  and  by  all  the  kings  and  jud- 
ges of  Ifrael.  Jehovah  peifedls  what  concerns  it ; 
having  begun  and  carried  forward  this  gireat  work  on 
earth,  he  conduds  all  his  redeemed  to  the  pofleflion 
of  eternal  glory ;  in  which  they  IhaH  never  be  dif* 
torbed,  and  of  which  they  fhall  never  be  divefted. 
— Here,  my  brethren,  is  the  moll  ample  encourage- 
ment you  could  poffibly  delire  to  engage  you  to  look 
to  Jehovah.  It  is  not  a  delufive  dream,  a  vmn  con- 
jedhire,  a  feeble  wifli,  or  uncertain  probability  ;  but 
the  explicit  teftimony  of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  wfio 
fiiith,  ye  fhall  be  faved.  It  is  added — For  I  am  God 
&c.  By  this  folemn  declaration,  repeated  again  and 
again  in  the  latter  part  of  this  chapter,  God  gives 
Ae  ftrongeft  fpcurity  of  his  pofleffing  perfe<9:  aWlity 
to  relieve  all  the  neceffities  of  ruined  tranfgreifors. 
You  are  not  called  to  trull  in  one  that  cannot  fave, 
and  to  hope  in  vain  for  dehverance,  but  to  confide 
in  the  only  true  God,  who  conceals  not  his  righte- 
oufnefs,  his  truth,  and  falvation  from  the  great  coa^ 
gregation. 

23 1  have  fwom  by  myfelf,  the  word  is  gone 
out  of  my  mouth  in  righteoufnefs,  and  (hall 
not  return,  That  unto  me  every  knee  Ihall 
bow,  every  tongue  (halt  fwear. 

The  determined  purpofe  of  Jehovah  is  here  reveal- 
ed concerning  the  vocation,  the  converfion,  and  fal- 
vation of  people  of  all  nations*  The  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles,  explaining  this  doftrine  in  his  epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  reminds  Chriftians  that  were  at  variance, 
that  we  muft  all  appear  before  the  tribunal  rf  Jefus 
Chrift,  who,  by  dying  and  riflng  again,  is  demon- 
ftrated  to  be  the  Lord  and  Judge  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  cchi- 
demn  and  dp fpife  one  another.  To  confirm  his  ex- 
hortation, he  cites  the  words  now  before  us,  with 
fome  (mail  variation,  *  For  it  is  written,  As  1  live,  faith 
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•  the  Lord  *,'  l:fc.  From  the  paffage  now  referred 
to,  compared  with  that  under  confideration,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  when  Jehovah  fware  by  himfelf,  the  oath 
was  thus  exprefled,  *  As  I  live,  (kith  the  Lord.'  Some- 
times he  hath  fwom  by  his  hcJinefs  f ,  fometimes  by 
his  great  name  J,  fometimes  by  himfelf  ||,  or  by  his 
life,  by  his  eternal  majefty,  glory,  and  divine  perfec- 
tions, which  are  all  pledged  for  the  truth  of  what  he 
(wears.  The  manner  in  which  the  Almighty  per- 
formed this  folemn  adion  is  thus  defcribed,  *  1  lift  up 

*  my  hand  to  heaven  and  fay,  I  live  for  ever  §.'  On 
tins  fure  groimd  refts  the  infallible  certainty  of  what 
is  affirmed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe. 

The  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouthy  who  am  not  a 
man  that  I  Ihould  He,  or  the  fon  of  man  that  I  (hould 
repent,  I  have  faid,  and  it  Ihall  be  done  ;  I  have 
fpoken,  and  it  fliall  be  juade  good.  With  me  there 
is  no  variableneis'  of  ftiaoow  of  turning,  and  an  invio- 
lable regard  to  truth  ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  fail 
.to  verify  what  I  have  folemnly  declared  fhall  come 
to'pafs.  The  word  is  gone  forth  in  righteoufncfs. 
What  can  be  more  equitable  than  that  the  great  Lord 
of  all,  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  are  all 
things,  ihould  receive  the  homage  and  fubjeftion  of 
all  his  creatures.  •The  word  tranflated  righteoufnefs 
fignifies  alfo  truth  or  verity  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the 
meaning  of  the  exprelfion  may  be,The  word  of  truths 
or  in  truth,  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth. — Andjhall  not 
return.  As  the  following  declaration  is  jull  and  true, 
fo  it  fhall  never  be  reverfed.  What  1  have  faid  fhall 
neither  be  altered  nor  retraced.  Whatever  change 
may  take  place  among  men,  whatever  fentiments 
they  may  hold  refpeding  my  word,  it  fhall  not  re- 
turn to  me  void  and  without  dfFed,  but  fliall  accom- 
plifh  that  which  I  pleafe,  and  profper  in  the  thing 
whereunto  I  have  fent  it. 

Unto  me  every  knee  ft>all  bow^  &c.  The  apoftle 
Paul  in  his  epifue  to  the  Philippians,  treating  of  the 
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exaltation  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  the  joyful  confequence 
an4  reward  of  his  obedience  unto  death,  refers  to  the 
words  before  us  ^.  He  fays  that  the  Redeemer's  c- 
levation  to  glory  was  defigned,  *  that  at  (of  /«)  the 

*  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in 
^  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the 

*  earth.'  Bowing  the  knee  is  well  known  to  be  an 
outward  expreflion  of  profound  refped  and  fubmif- 
lion;  fo  that  the  apoftle's  words  plainly  intimate  that 
Jefus  Chrift  receives  univerfal  homage,  and  that  it  is 
or  fliall  be  given  him  by  the  whole  creation.  In  the 
moft  humble  pofture,  not  only  men  of  every  nation 
and  country,  but  celeftial  intelligences  and  infernal 
fpirits  fliall  acknowledge  his  power  and  dominion, 
his  grace  and  glory.  The  import  of  our  Prophet's 
predi(5lion,  thus  illultrated  by  an  infpired  writer,  will 
be — That  eveiy  intelligent  creature  fliall  volunt;irily 
teftify  the  lowlieft  reverence  and  fubjeftion  to  the 
Son  of  God,  and  afcribe  glory,  and  honour,  and  blet- 
fing  to  him  with  their  whole  hearts,  or  be  conftrain- 
ed  to  yield  to  him  involuntary  fubmiflion. — En:ery 
tongue  Jhall /wear.  This  expreflion  feems  to  allude 
to  the  practice  of  fubjeds  who  take  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  their  fovereign,  wherein  they  acknowledge 
his  royal  authority,  and  promife  firbjcdion  to  him  as 
their  fupreme  earthly  governor.  In  like  manner, 
people  of  every  defcription  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
were  folemnly  to  profefs  that  Jehovah  is  their  Loi*d 
and  King,  and  to  engage  to  yield  the  obedience  due 
to  his  fovereign  dominion.  The  words  clearly  inti- 
mate, that  the  period  was  approaching,  in  which  men 
of  all  kindreds  and. nations  di/perfed  over  the  earth, 
renouncing  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  were  to  do  ho- 
mage to  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  Lord  of  all ;  acknowledging  his  power 
to  fave  and  to  deftroy,  they  were  to  give  him  the 
glory  due  to  the  Saviour  and  Judge  of  the  human  race 
— That  in  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  carf h  he  fliall  be 
worflripped  y  yea,  that  every  individual  fliall  own,  in* 
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Tome  fenfe,  that  he  is  both  Lord  and  Chrift:  that  ac- 
cording to  the  apoftle  P^uPs  expofition  of  the  words, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  celeftial,  terreflrial,  and  in- 
fernal regions  Ihall  unite,  either  voluntarily  or  by 
conftraint,  in  conffefling  his  fuprcme  divinity,  his  fa- 
ying ability,  his  univerlAl  dominion,  and  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  his  adminiftration. — ^This  prophecy,  which 
hath  been  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled  under  the  king- 
dom of  the  Meffiah,  in  which  angfels,  men,  tmd  de- 
vils are  fubjeft  to  the  Son  of  God  ;  at  the  final  judg- 
ment Ihall  receive  its  full  completion,  when  his  per- 
feftibns,  power,  and  glory  fhall  be  openly  avowed  by 
every  intelligent  being,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa- 
then 

24  Surely  fhall  one  fay,  In  the  LORD  have 
I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength:  eveii  to  him  fhall 
men  come :  and  all  that  are  incenfed  againfl 
him  fhall  be  afhamed. 

Thefe  words  are  a  continuation  of  the  important 
truth  of  which  the  eternal  Jehovah,  the  Almighty 
Saviour^  and  fupremc  Judge  of  mankind  hath  given 
the  mofl  fblemn  confirmation.  They  clearly  point 
out  the  way,  the  means,  and  the  caufe  of  the  falva- 
tion  offered  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  In  the  preccr 
ding  verfe  are  foretold  the  univerfal  extent  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  our  Savbur,  and  the  unlimited  fub- 
jeftion  which  fhall  be  yielded  to  his  authority.  A- 
mong  thofe  who  profefs  to  fubmit  to  him  as  theu: 
Lord,  there  are  fome,  who,  deeply  fenfible  that  all 
their  happinefs  mufl  flow  from  him,  heartily  devote 
themfelves  to  his  fervice,  fayinn;,  In  the  Lord  have  I 
righteoufnefs  and  flrength.  There  are  others,  who, 
retaining  diflatisfadion  and  diflike  to  him  in  their 
minds,  yield  only  a  feigned  fubjeftion  to  this  mighty 
Lord,  concerning  whom  it  is  predicled  they  fhall  be 
aftiamed.  The  fentiment  exprelfed  by  the  former 
clafs  comes  firft  to  be  cohfidered. — Surely  Jball  one 
fay.     The  fubje<a  is  introduced  v^'ith  a  word  v/hich 
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may  denote  cither  the  perfed  dertainty  of  the  event 
foretold,  which  (hould  undoubtedly  be  accdmpliihed 
in  due  feafon — or  the  ftrong  confidence  of  faith 
wherewith  this  confeflion  Ihould  be  made  by  the 
people,  of  God,  and  their  fteady  adherence  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment here  expreffed.  If  both  fenfes  of  the 
word  are  united,  it  conveys  this  pleafing  inilrudioo, 
that. this  prophecy  fhall  afluredly  be  verified,  and  that 
thofe  by  whom  it  is  fulfilled  fhall  explicitly  make 
this  noble  profeffion. — OnaJballfUy.  The  word  ^nt 
is  not  in  the  original  language,  but  fupplied  by  our 
tranflators,  to  complete  what  feems  to  be  the  obvi- 
ous meaning  of  the  prediftion ;  namely,  that  every 
one,  without  exception,  who  bows  the  knee  to  God 
our  Saviour,  (hall  adopt  the  following  good  profef- 
fion. It  is  not  the  language  of  a  party,  but  the  un- 
animous  confeffion  of  th^  whole  church  of  God  un- 
der the  Old  Tefl  anient,  when  they  were  following 
after  the  law  of  righteoufnefs :  It  is  alfo  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  taints  under  tjie  New  Teftament, 
wherein  the  righteoufiiels  of  God  is  revealed,  and 
of  every  individual  in  that  highly  favoured  focie- 
ty,  of  every  nation^,  and  in  every  age  of  the  world, 
according  to  the  different  difcoveries  made  \o  them 
of  this  truth,  and  in  proportion  to  their  feyeral  im- 
provements in  knowledge  and  in  grace, 

In  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs.  The  rigbteoufneli 
which  the  people  of  God  have  in  the  Lord  confifts  in 
complete  conformity  to-his  holy  law,  which  requires 
perfed  obedience  to  all  its  precepts,  and  denounces 
death  againflevery  aftof  difobedience.  This  law  which 
is  holy,  juft,  and  good,  all  mankind  have  violated  in 
many  inftances,  and  therefore  they^  are  obnoxious  to 
the  threatened  pmiifhment.  That  men  in  their  pre- 
fent  corrupt  flate  cannot  yield  th^  obedience  they 
owe  to  God,  nor  expiate  the  offences  they  commit,  is 
repeatedly  and  plainly  affirmed  in  the  word  of  God^ 
wherie  it  is  explicitly  declared  that  all  have  finned— 
that  there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one— that  the 
whole  world  is  become  guilty  before  God.    With 
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tfaefe  teftimdnies  agree  the  ^koowledgment  of  tlM 
wifeil  and  beft  of  men,  of  whom  honourable  men* 
tion  is  made  in  fcripture.  The  truth  is  obvioas* 
If  mankind  are  under  law  to  God,  if  he  demands 
pecfedt  obedience  to  the  law  he  hath  pixHnulga^ 
ted,  if  we  are  incapable  of  yielding  the  fubjec- 
tion  he  requires,  and  of  expiating  ttie  guilt  coD<r 
trailed  by  tranfgreflion;  then  righteoufnefs  cannot 
be  attained  by  the  works  of  the  law,  nor  by  any 
compenfation  or  facrifice  we  can  offer.  An  inferior 
degree  of  love  and  obedience  to  that  required  in  the 
Jaw  of  the  Lord,  cannot  be  fufficient  to  obtain  the  par- 
don of  fin,  the  divine  acceptance,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  the  favour  of  God;  for  then  ihould  the  Lord  of  life 
)iave  died  in  vain.  Nor  can  it  be  reafonably  fuppofed 
that  the  Moft  High  requires  a  ftri(9:er  compliance  with 
his  holy  precepts,  than  he  will  accept  as  the  ground 
of  our  jultification  ;  for.  then  he  would  be  pleafed 
with  lefs  than  what  he  juftly  claims,  and  pronounce 
thde  to  be  righteous  who  have  not  obtained  this 
charader,  according  to  the  commands  fandioned  by 
his  own  authority :  Then  would  fome  meafure  of 
finful  imperfeftion  be  allowed,  which  need  not  be 
confefled,  or  repented  of,  or  guarded  againft ;  and 
fo  upon  this  principle  might  become  nc^gligent 
and  licentious  j  confequently  it  does  not  appear  to 
be  a  doftrine  according  to  godlinefs,  that  men 
have  righteoufnefs  in  any  other  way  than  in  the 
Lord.  Thefe  few  remarks  are  intended  to  ftiew  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  confeflion. 

In  tie  Lord  have  I  rightfoujnejs.  This  ineftima* 
ble  benefit  is  enjoyed  in  the  fame  Lord,  who  faith  in 
vcn  a  2.  *  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,'  istc.  and 
who  in  ver.  a 3.  declares,  '  I  have  fworn  by  myfelf/ 
£sf^.— That  in  him  his  people  might  have  righte- 
oufnefs he^aflumed  human  nature,  and  l)eing  found 
in  feihion  as  a  man,  he  maginiied  the  law  of  God, 
and  made  it  honourable ;  he;  became  obedient  to 
the  lieath  of  the  crofs,  and  lufiered  the  juft  for  the 
\yijull,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.  Being  him- 
V   f  felf 
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felf  the  lawgiver,  he  fras  not  obliged  to  be  fubjed 
to  its  precepts,  fo  that  his  obedience  was  perfeft- 
ly  voluntary  aiid  infinitely  meritorious.  Being  the 
Holy  One  who  did  no  fin,  and  in  whofe  mouth 
there  was  no  guile ;  all  that  he  fufFered  in  foul  and 
body  was  on  account  of  his  people;  for  their  fakes  the 
chaftifertient  of  whofe  peace  was  laid  upon  him.  In 
the  perfeft  obedience,complicated  fufFerihgs  and  me- 
ritorious death  of  Meffiah  the  Prince,  corffifts  thee- 
verlafting  righteoufnefs  wherein  the  church  makes 
their  bcaft  and  glory. — ^The  good  confefl5on  which  lies 
before  us  fuppofes  fome  acquaintance  with  the  Lord; 
the  obedience  he  petfom;ied,the  fufferings  and  death 
that  he  fuftamed,  deftitute  of  which,  neither  he  nor 
his  righteoufnefs  can  be  properly  efteemcd — A 
humbling  fenfe  of  our  abfolute  need  of  this  impor- 
tant bleffing,  refulting  from  deep  conviction  of  the 
divine  purity,  the  holinefs  of  God's  law,  and  our 
infufficiency  to  obtain  by  our  own  performances,  the 
pardon  ^f  fin  and  acceptance  with  Jehovah.  And 
it  implies,  firm  reliance  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
Lord,  as  fully  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the 
divine  law,  to  reply  to  the  accufations  that  may  be 
brought  againft  gs ;  and  to  obtain  all  thofe  precious 
bleflings  requifite  to  prefent  comfort  and  everlafting 
felicity.  In  confequence  whereof  we  cordially 
fubmit  to  the  righteoufnels  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  which  is 
unto  ail  and  upon  all  them  that  believe  ;  and  that 
never  fails  to  produce  a  fandifying  pradical  influ- 
ence on  the  temper  and  coodutft.  Whilft  this  me- 
thod of  falvation  difplays  the  immaculate  holinefs 
of  Jehovah,  and  gives  awful  views  of  his  juftice ;  it 
Ihews  the  dreadful  demerit  of  fin,  it  dtfcovers  the 
beauty  and  reward  of  obedience,  and  our  obliga- 
tions to  God  fof  favours  of  infinite  value;  itinfpires 
with  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  conftrains  to  ex- 
prefs  thankfulnefs  to  him,  by  dedicating  our  whole 
lives  to  his  honour  and  fervice. — ^The  people  of 
Cod,  not  only  need  righteoufnefs  to  appear  with 
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acceptance  before  God,  but  ftrength  to  perform, 
the  duties  of  obedience.  Each  of  them  therefore 
readily  fubjoin, 

IntheLordhavelflrength.  Even  the  upright  Wong 
men,  poflefs  not  fpiritual  ability  to  obey  the  perfect 
law  of  God,  for  as  the  apoftle  Paul  acknowledged, 
we  are  infufficient  of  ourfelves  fo  much  as  to  fhink 
any  good  thing.  We  are  alfo  naturally  averfe  to* 
accept  of  the  mercy  and  grace,  which  God  folemn- 
ly  declares  he  is  ready  to  beftow.  In  this  enfee- 
bled ftate,  we  ftand  infinitely  in  need  of  fpiritual 
ftrength  in  the  inner  man,  which  confifts  in  the  vi- 
gorous exercife  of  all  the  powers  of  the  foul  in  the 
iervice  of  God — in  the  ability  of  the  underftand- 
ing  to  difcem  aright  facred  truths,  fo  ^  wifely  to 
apply  them  to  pradical  purpofes— in  ftrong  incUna- 
tions  to  purfue  the  nobleft  ends  by  the  be(t  n^eans, 
and  in  ardent  affeftions  terminating  on  their  proper 
objedls.  This  energy  the  people  of  God  have  ii> 
the  Lord,  to  whom  are  afcribed  in  fcripture  thofe 
wonderful  works  that  are  the  peculiar  efteds  of  om- 
nipotence. By  him  all  things  were  created  that  are 
in  heaven  and  earth,  and  he  upholdeth  them  all  by 
the  word  of  his  power.  The  new  creation  is  alfo 
the  work  of  his  hands,  wherein  he  makes  all  old 
things  to  pafs  away,  and  all  things  to  become  new- 
He  fubdues .  the  priue  of  the  human  heart ;  he 
brings  down  high  thoughts  and  lofty  imaginations  ; 
be  caufes  tranfgreflbrs  to  abhor  the  fins  which  they 
formerly  loved,  and  to  delight  in  thofe  things  to 
which  in  times  paft  they  were  averfe ;  he  ftrength- 
ens  them  with  all  might  for  performing  duty,  for 
enduring  afBidions,  for  refifting  enemies,  and  pre- 
ferves  them  by  his  mighty  power  through  faith  un- 
to  falvation.  For  thefe  and  fimiliar  important  prac- 
tical purpofes,  he  perfedls  fl:rength  in  weaknefs, 
and  makes  all  grace  richly  to  abound  toward  them, 
that  always  having  aU  fuffici^ncy  in  all  things,  they 
may  abound  to  every  good  work.  To  this  mighty 
Lord,  the  head  of  the  church,  in  whom  all  fulnels 
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dwells,  they  have  recourfe  in  every  time  of  need, 
that  he  may  fulfil  in  them  all  the  good  pleafure  of 
his  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power. 
Arid  when  weak  they  are  made  ftrong  in  the  Lord, 
they  trimnph  with  the  royal  poet,  faying,  *  The 

*  Lord  is  my  ftrength  and  my  fliield,  my  heart  truft- 
f  ed  in  him  and  I  am  helped ;  therefore  my  heart 

*  rejoiceth^  and  with  my  (ong  will  I  praife  him  *.'— 
No  v/onder  that  it  is  added, 

To  him  Jhall  men  come.  The  comfortable  aflur- 
ance  here  given,  that  numerous  acceffions  ftwll  be 
made  to  the  Meffiah's  kingdom  is  often  repeated  in 
the  prophecies,  where  it  is  foretold  that  to  Shiloh 
fliall  be  the  gathering  of  the  people — that  they  (hall 
flock  to  Wm  as  doves  to  their  windows — that  he 
Ihall  be  the  defire  of  all  nations.  With  thefe  pre- 
diftions  correfpond  our  Lord^s  memorable  declara- 
tion refpeding  himfelf,  *  If  1  be  lifted  up  from  the 

*  earth,  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me  f .' — ^Gomin^ 
to  the  Lord  in  whom  the  church  have  righteoufneis 
and  ftrength,  cannot  be  reftrided  to  a  perfoHal  ap- 
proach to  him  who  continued  only  a  Ihort  time  on 
earth,  and  who  during  his  refidence  among  men, 
invited  thofe  who  attended  his  minifl:ry  to  come  to 
him  %.  The  predi<flion  imports,  that  men  Ihall  re- 
fort  to  him  as  difeafed  folk  to  &  flcilful  phylician  for 
advice^  that  they  may  be  relieved  from  trouble,  and 
teftored  to  health  ;  or  as  indigent  pec^le  impair  to 
the  opulent  and  liberal,  that  they  m^y  obtain  the 
fupply  of  their  urgent  neceffities.  They  Ihall  have 
recourfe  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chnft,  in  thofe  facred  in- 
llitutions  to  which  he  hath  promifed  his  prefence, 
that  he  roay  heal  them  of  their  fpiritual  diltempers, 
and  that  he  may  enrich  them  from  his  all  fufficient 
fulnefs  with  every  needful  bleffing.  What  benefit 
can  be  derived  from  the  moft  eminent  abilities,  or 
the  moft  generous  beneficence,  unlefs  people  apply 
forafliftance,  and  thankfully  accept  of  the  offered 
relief.     In  like  manner,  what  advantage  can  inin 

cxpeft 
♦  ftkl.  xxviii.  7.  f  John  xii.  32-  t  ^^^t.  xi.  28. 
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cxpe<^  to  receive  from  G  xl  our  Saviour,  if  they  do 
not  implicitly  follow  his  diredions,  and  aftually 
come  to  him  for  thofe  important  bleffings  he  is  able 
and  ready  to  beftow  ? — Senfible  of  our  wants,  and 
convinced  that  he  can  abundantly  fupply  them 
from  his  riches  in  glory ;  let  us  have  immediate  re- 
couife  to  this  gracious  Lord,  that  he  may  do  for  us 
beyond  what  we  can  alk  or  think. 

And  all  thai  are  ineenfed  againji  him  Jhall  be  a^ 
Jbamed.  The  odious  temper  and  certaiji  mifery  of 
thofe  >«^  yield  feigned  fubjedion  to  the  Son  of 
God,  whild  they  retain  difaSe<Siion  to  him  in  thet^ 
minds,  is  pathetically  reprefented  in  thefe  few 
Words.  Men  are  ineenfed  when  immoderately  tranf- 
ported  with  rage,  they  manifeft  in  various  way* 
their  abhorrence  and  indignation  of  the  perlbn  a-^ 
gainft  whom  they  are  exafperated.  In  this  man-*' 
ner,  fome  people  are  ineenfed  againft  the  Meffiah; 
who  are  highly  diflatisfied  with  the  dodlrine  of  his 
divinity  and  propitiatory  facrifice,  who  are  greatly 
offended  at  the  method  of  falvation  through  hft 
righteoufhefs  and  ftrength,  who  virulently  oppof^ 
the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  peremptorily  refufe 
to  obferve  his,  ordinances  and  laws.  Their  infolent 
language,  is  exprefled  in  the  fecond  Pfalm,  *  Lei 

*  us  break  their  bands  afunder,  and  call  away  theif 

*  cords  from  us.*  Such  malignant  enemies  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  were  many  of  the  Jews,  and  afterward 
of  the  Gentiles,  about  the  time  of  the  eftablifliment 
of  his  kingdom.  Inflamed  with  implacable  hatred 
againft  him,  his  dodlrine,  and  his  followers,  it  ma^* 
be  faid  of  them  as  in  the  parable,  *  his  citizens  hated 

*  him.*  Thefe  adverfaties  of  the  Lord  of  life,  have 
their  fucceflbrs  to  this  day  j  who  ought  ferioufly  to 
confider,  that  tbej  shall  be  ajhamed.  The  fame  fen* 
timent  occurred,,  chap.  xli.  1 1 .  Shame,  or  inward 
confufion,  arifes  from  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  from  difap^ 
pointment  of  expedations,  from  difgrace  and  con- 
tempt. On  all  thefe  accounts,  they  who  are  in- 
eenfed 
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cenfed  againft  our  Lord  fhall  be  afhamed.  They 
Aall  be  confounded  at  the  recoUedion  of  the  guflt 
they  have  contrafted  by  defpifing  the  Saviour,  at 
finding  their  hopes  entirely  fruftrated,  and  the  ig^ 
nominy  with  which  they  ihall  be  treated. — Come 
then  without  delay  to  him  who  waits  to  be  gracious, 
and  yield  to  him  that  profound  fubjedion  which  he 
juftly  deferves  and  demands ;  and  you  fhall  never 
be  confounded,  world  without  end. 

25  In  the  LORD  (hall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael 
be  juflified,  and  fhall  glory. 

.  Two  diftinguifhing  privileges  are  here  foretold, 
to  be  conferred  on  the  fubjedls  of  Mefliah*s  king- 
dom ;  who  are  denominated  the  feed  of  IfraeL  By 
them  are  meant  the  fpiritual  children  of  Jacob,  who 
refemble  their  great  progenitor  in  piety,  humility, 
and  importunity  in  prayer.  Concerning  them,  it  is 
declared,  theyjhall  bejujlified  in  the  Lord ;  they  fhall ' 
be  acquitted  from  deferved  condemnation,  and  ab- 
folved  from  the  threatened  puniihment  due  to  tranf- 
greffion.  According  to  the  reprefentations  given 
in  fcripture  of  this  precious  blefEng,  all  their  fins 
are  freely  forgiven ;  they  are  covered,  they  are 
not  imputed  or  reckoned  to  their  account,  they  arc 
remembered  no  more ;  fuch  full  indenmity  is  grant- 
ed, that  God  is  faid  to  fee  no  iniquity  in  Jacob,  or  per- 
verfenefs  in  Ifrael ;  and  that  there  is  no  condemna- 
tion to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jelus.  This  is  not  all, 
they  are  admitted  into  the  favour  of  God,  which  is 
better  than  life ;  they  are  gracioufly  accepted,  they 
are  in  veiled  with  right  to  all  the  bleflings  contained 
in  the  exceeding  great  and  precious  proraifes  re- 
.corded  in  fcripture,  and  have  prefented  to  their 
view  the  glorious  profpeft  of  an  inheritance,  in- 
comiptiblc,  undefiled,  and  that  Fadeth  not  away. 
This  ineftimable  privilege,  whereby  is  configned  to 
them  mercy,  grace,  and  glory,  with  every  good 
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thing,  is  affirmed  to  be  in  the  Lord^  not  in  themfelves, 
or  in  any  other  perfon.  They  arc  juftified  freely 
by  the  grace  of  God,  through  the  redemption  that  is 
in  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  if  by  grace  or  pure  favour,  then, 
as  an  uifpired  writer  declares,  it  is  no  more  of  works, 
which  are  neither  the  caufe,  the  condition,  or  the 
motive  on  account  of  which  it  is  conferred  :  For 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  fhali  no  flelh  be  juftified ; 
otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace;  it  forfeits  its 
name, it  lofes  its  nature;  and juftification, inftead of 
being  a  free  gift,  qught  to  be  called  a  reward.  But 
if  it  be  of  works,  then  it  is  no  more  grace,  but  de- 
pends on  mens  performances;  and  to  them  it  fliould 
be  attributed,  and  not  to  the  grace  of  God;  other- 
wife  work  is  no  more  work,  but  is  entirely  different 
in  its  nature  from  the  idea  commonly  included  ia 
the  word.  Thus  the  important  truth  contained  in 
the  prediftion  before  us  is  confirmed ;  the  fpiritual 
children  of  Ifrael  are  juftified  in  the  Lord,  in  virtue 
of  his  perfeft  obedience,  even  unto  death,  and  in 
confequence  of  their  being  intimately  united  to  him 
in  whom 

They  Jhall. glory y  and  place  all  their  confidence. 
In  the  Lord  there  is  every  thing  whereof  his  peo- 
ple ought  to  make  their  boaft.  He  poflefles  Al- 
mighty power,  confummate  wifdom,  perfeft  righ- 
teoufnefs,  boundlefs  grace,  and  everlafting  faithful- 
nefs  ;  through  him  they  are  juftified,  fandified,  and 
faved ;  and  with  him  they  are  intimately  connedled 
in  the  moft  indearing  relations;  therefore  in  him 
ihould  they  rejoice  and  triumph.  To  this  becoming 
exercife,  repeated  exhortations  are  given  both  in 
the  Old  and  New  Teftaments.     *  Thus  faith  the 

•  Lord,*  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  *  Let  him  that 

•  glorieth,  glory  in  this,  that  he  underftandeth  and 

•  knoweth  me  ;  that  I  am  the  Lord,  who  exercife 

•  loving  kindnefs,  judgment,  and  righteoufnefs  in 
the  earth  ;  for  in  thefc  things  I  delight,  faith  the 

•  Lord*.'  And  the  apoflle  of  the  Gentiles  intimates, 

that 
•  Jcr,  ix.  24. 
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that  one  great  delign  c^  God  in  choofing  the  focdilht 
the  weak,  the  bafe,  and  contemptible  things  of  the 
world)  who  are  confidered  as  nothing,  and  giving 
unto  them,  in  Jefus  Chrift,  wifdom^  righteoufhefs, 
fandification,  and  redemption,  is  that  no  fleOi  ihould 
glory  in  his  prefence,  but  that,  as  it  is  written,  *  He 
*  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord  */  Tq 
this  Lord  be  glory,  both  now  and  ever.   Anien. 
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TIE  third  fedion  of  the  propTietic  difcourfis 
which  is  now  to  be  confidered,  is  intended  to 
comfort  the  upright  fervants  of  God,  who  fear  his 
name  ;  and  to  convince  thofe  who  were  eftranged 
from  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  of  their  extreme 
folly,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  repentance — ^to  rc- 
prcfs  the  arrogance  of  the  fceptical  and  the  profene; 
and  to  preferve  the  Jews  who  were  captives  at  Ba- 
bylon from  idolatry,  which  they  faw  performed 
there  with  great  pomp  and  fplendon  For  thefe  im- 
portant  purpofes,  the  Iiord  God  continues  his  dit. 
courfe  by  our  Prophet,  foretelling  the  ddlrufUon  of 
idolatry,  and  the  idols  of  Babylon,  which  were  to 
be  carried  away  with  great  labour  into  diftant  coun- 
tries, ver.  I,  a.-^He  then  addrefles  the  people 
of  Ifrael  who  were  living  in  exile,  alluring  them 
of  the  continuance  of  his  favour  and  fupport 
throughout  every  period  of  their  exiftence,  ven  3, 4. 
—After  which  he  inftruds  them  in  the  abfurdity 
of  worfhipping  images  made  of  filver  and  gold, 
ver.  5 — 7. — Upon  this  reprcfentation,  is  founded  a 
pathetic  exhortation  to  repentance,  and  the  wor- 
fliip  of  the  only  true  God,  ver.  8 — 11. — ^This 
is  accompanied  with  a  fharp  reproof  to  the  obfti* 
nately  wicked,  who  would  not  believe  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  Prophecy,  and  the  benefits  that  were 
to  be  conferred  qn  the  church,  ver.  12, 13. 
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CHAP;    XLVI. 

BEL  boweth  down,  Nebo  ftoopeth,  their 
idols  were  upon  the  beafts,  and.  upon 
the  cattle:  your  carriages  were  heavy  loaden; 
tbey  are  a  burden  to  the  weary  beq/l. 

Thefe  words  denounce  the  overthrow  of  Babylo- 
nian idolatry.  Bel  is  probably  a  name  of  the  fame 
idol,  which  in  otiier  places  of  fcripture  is  called  Baalj 
a  word  that  fignifies  a  lord.  Or  it  may  be  the  con- 
tradion  of  Belus,  who  was  the  father  of  Ninus,  the 
founder  of  the  Babylonian  monarchy ;  in  honour 
of  whom  that  image  might  have  been  ereSed.  I 
pretend  not  to  determine  whether  the  idol  fo  called 
reprefente;d  the  fun,  or  the  perfon  now  mentioned, 
who  was  greatly  revered  by  the  Chaldeans. — ^Nebo 
was  the  queen  of  Bel,  and  reprefented  the  moon, 
which  in  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah  is  called  the 
queen  of  heaven  *.  The  namps  of  the  great  men 
qf  the  eaft  were  frequently  compounded  with  thefe 
two  words,  Bel  and  Nebo,  to  intmiate  perhaps,  their 
fupcrior  dignity  or  excellence:  many  inftances  occur 
in  fcripture,  as  Belfhazzar,  and  Belteihazzar,  Nebu- 
chadnexzar,Nebuzaradan.  Concerning  the  idols  here 
ipepified  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  former  boweth  down^ 
and  the  latter  Jioopeth.  At  the  time  referred  to 
thefe  idols  were  to  be  reduced  to  a  flate  of  ignominy 
and  contempt^  being  utterly  incapable  of  delivering 
either  tlie  people  of  Babylon  or  themfelves.  Thefe 
imaginary  deities  which  had*  been  honoured,  and 
confided  in  by  a  fuperftitious  people,  were  to  be  en- 
tirely deprived  of  the  refpeft  and  homage  that  had 
been  given  them,  and  confequently  confidered 
merely  as  dead  idols.  This  degradation  was  to  be 
the  certahi  prefage  of  their  future  downfal  and  de- 
iix\x(MGt\.^— Their  idols  were  upon  thebeqfisy  &c.  viz. 
The  camels,  the  horles,  the  oxen,  and  alles,  employ- 
ed 
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ed  in  carrying  away  the  idols  of  Babylon  into  Me- 
dia and  Perfia.  Such  were  the  immenfe  lize,  the 
great  number,  and  vaft  weight  of  thcfe  imagea, 
which  the  conquerors  of  Babyl6n  were  to  convey 
into  their  own  countries,  that  the  animals  drawing 
the  carriages  were  to  feel  them  an  intolerable  bur- 
den. It  was  anciently  the  pradice  of  vidorious  ar- 
mies to  tranfport  the  gods  of  the  nations  which  they 
conquered,  into  their  own  lands.  This  cuftom,  a- 
greeable  to  the  prediction  before  us,  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed by  Cyrus  and  his  foldiers ;  who  having  broke 
down  the  idols  they  found  ixr  Babylon,  they  put  the 
gold,  the  filver,  and  the  other  valuable  materials 
whereof  the  images  were  formed,  into  carriages,  to 
remove  them  to  Media  and  Perfia.  This  they  found 
to  be  a  very  arduous  work,  and  oppreffive  to  the 
beads  of  burden. 

2  They  floop,  they  bow  down  together ; 
they  could  not  deliver  the  burden,  but  them- 
felves  are  gone  into  captivity. 

The  fubjcdl  introduced  in  the  former  verfe  is 
continued  and  illuftrated.     The  idols  of  Babylon 
are  the  fubjed  of  this  prediction,  which  is  repeated 
to  render  it  more  forcible;  and  to  intimate  the  cer- 
tain approach  of  the  foretold  event.     They  could 
not  eafe  the  beafts  of  the  heavy  bur4ens  wherewith 
they  were  loaded';  they  could  not  refcue  the  peo- 
ple of  Babylon  from  the  calamities,  wherewith  they 
were  opprefled  ;  i;ior  could  they  deliver  themfelves 
from  deftruAion.    They  were  therefore  carried  into 
captivity,  and  made  the  fpoil  of  their  conquerors. 
— ^The  accomplifhment  of  this  prophecy  forms  a 
memorable  event  in  hiftory.     After  idolatry  and 
the  worfhip  of  images  had  long  flourifhed  in  the 
kingdoms  of  the  eaft,  God  was  pleafed  to  employ 
the  Medes  and  Perfians  to  give  a  powerful  check  to 
thefe  abominable  pradices.     Thefe  nations  were 
well  adapted  to  be  the  inftrumeats  of  abolifhing 
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fucb  fuperftkions ;  for  they  abhorred  that  fpecies  of 
idolajdy,  which  confided  in  worduppmg  images,  and 
)tod  among  f hem  neither  temples  nor  altars,  whicih 
they  confideted  as  inconfiftent  with  the  ttiajefty  of 
Cod*  Having  acquired  the  empire  of  Afia,  they 
deftroyed  the  temples  and  idols  of  the  kingdoms 
they  vanquished,  and  depo&ted  all  that  was  valua^i- 
ble  of  them  in  their  own  treafures.  In  this  buiinefs 
Cyrus  made  great  progrefs ;  exhibiting  an  inftrudive 
ieprefentati(Hi  of  that  fpiritual  deliverance  from  ido* 
latry^wEich  was  to  be  effeded  by  the  promifed  Me& 
fifth  in  the  fulnefs  of  time. 

3  %  Hearken  unto  me,  O  houfe  of  Jacob, 
and  all  the  remnant  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
which  are  borne  fy  me  from  the  belly^  which 
are  carried  from  the  womb. 

The  Lord  God  having  Ihewn  the  abfurdity  of  i- 
doIatry»  urges  his  peculiar  people  to  abftain  from 
the  odious  fuperftitions,  of  which  they  were  in  dan» 
ger  of  being  involved  in  a  foreign  country;  by  aflu- 
ring  them*  that  as  he  had  done  great  things  for  them 
in  times  paft,  he  would  not  rejed  them,  but  con* 
tinue  to  exert  his  power  and  providence  in  their  be^ 
half.  To  this  fubjedt  he  demands  ferious  attention. 
Jieartin  unto .  me.  Liften,  give  diligent  heed  and 
dofe  application  of  mind,  to  the  comfortable  affu* 
lance  that  1  now  give  you  of  my  favour  and  good 
willi^  This  is  your  indifpenfibk  duty,  your  true  in* 
teredi  and  therefore  you  ought  to  iiKline  your  cars 
to  my  words,  and  lay  them  up  in  your  hearts.  To 
conciliate  their  regard,  he  addrefles  them  with  the 
greateft  kindnefs  and  affeftion— (J  houfe  of  J^cob^ 
&-c.  who  furvive  the  many  calamities  you  have  fuf- 
tained  in  countries  diftant  from  your  own  land,  and 
who  may  now  hope  for  deliverance  by  means  of 
Cyrus  king  of  Perfia. — And  ail  the  remnant  oflbe 
houfe  of  Ifrael  who  remain  unto  this  day,  in  whofc 
behalf  Uod  hath  often  remai:kably  interpofed.    By 
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thefc,  dcfignations  they  were  reminded  of  the  many 
fignal  favours,  which  they  and  their  progenitors  in 
every  ftage  of  their  exillence  had '  received,  in  the 
couife  of  divine  providence. — God,  my  brethren, 
not  only  fpake.thus  to  his  people  formerly,  but  he 
alfo  fpeaks  thus  to  us  now,  who  profefs  to  be  the 
fpiritual  pofterity  of  Ifrael  his  fervant.  From  us  he 
requires  the  fame  attention  he  demanded  from 
them. 

Who  are  borne  by  me^  i&c.  The  expreffion  feems 
to  allude  to  the  tender  care  manifefted  by  a  parent 
or  nurfe  toward  their  helplefe  infants.  It  plainly 
intimates  the  weaknefs  of  the  Jewifh  people,  who 
irere  incapable  of  preferving  and  defending  them- 
felves ;  that  Jehovah  proteded  them  from  tlieir  e- 
nemies,  and  extricated  them  from  the  calamities 
wherein  they  were  involved;  that  he  bore  with 
their  manifold  defeiftions  and  provocations;  and 
that  upon  all  occafions,  he  never  failed  to  exerciie 
the  moft  vigilant  attention  to  their  welfare  and  fafe- 
ty.  This  conitant  aflfedion  he  difcovered  for  them^ 
from  the  earlieft  period  of  their  exiftence  as  a  peo* 
pie.  He  took  them  from  a  ftat«  of  confinement  in 
Egypt,  and  brought  them  forth  into  public  view. 
He  formed  them  into  one  political  fociety,  into  <»ne 
ecclefiaftical  body,  about  the  fafety  of  which  his  kind 
providence  was  -continually  emjiloyed*  When  If- 
rael was  a  child  God  loved  him;  when  like  children 
they  were  weak,  fooliih,  and  helplels,  wandering  iiji 
the  howling  wildemefs,he  took  them  under  his  fpe- 
cial  protedion,  he  fufFered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong, 
he  carried  them  in  the  arms  of  his  power,  ajad  bare 
them  as  on  eagles  wings.  In  the  time  of  their 
youth,  which  was  fpent  in  the  days  of  Joihua  and 
the  Judges,  Jehovah  kept  them  from  being  injured 
by  the  enemies  and  dangers  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed ;  he  bare  with  their  evil  manners,  and  carried 
;hem  all  the  days  of  old.  After  they  arrived  at  ma- 
turity, at  their  full  ftrength  and  glory,  in  the  days 
of  David  and  Solomon,  Hill  the  Lord  of  hofts  was 
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their  defence,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  their  refuge,  in 
whom  was  all  the  glory  of  their  (Irength.  And  c- 
ven  in  advanced  age,  when  they  beganjto  decay  and 
grow  uifinn,  in  the  time  of  fubfequent  kings,  until 
they  were  carried  into  captivity,  God  did  not  call 
them  off,  but  in  the  midft  of  deferved  wrath,  he  re- 
membered  mercy. — Review  with  admiration  and 
gratitude,  brethren,  the  kindneffes  of  God  which 
you  yourfelves  have  received  ever  fince  you  had  a 
being.  He  gave  you  life  and  breath,  and  all  things. 
In  the  day^  of  infancy  when  feeble  and  firoward,  he 
fpared  and  upheld  you.  In  the  time  of  youth  when 
vain  and  foolilh,  he  fuftained  you  amidft  innumer- 
able  dangers,  and  preferved  you  from  many  hurtful 
accidents,  which  might  have  fnapt  afunder  the  brit- 
tle thread  of  life.  After  having  nouriihed  and 
brought  you  up  as  children,  and  been  the  guide  of 
your  youth  in  riper  years,  he  Uberally  provided 
for  you,  and  crowned  you  with  loving  kindneSes 
and  tender  mercies.  It  therefore  becomes  you  thank* 
fully  to  acknowledge,  that  from  the  womb  until  now, 
he  hath  cared  for  you.  How  cheerfully  may  you 
commit  yourfelves  and  all  your  concerns  uito  his 
hands,  who  hath  hitherto  dealt  bountifully  with  you, 
and  who  will  never  abandon  or  caft  you  off. 

4  And  even  to  your  old  age,  1  4imht\  and 
even  to  hoar  hairs  will  I  carry  you :  I  have 
made,  and  I  will  bear;  even  I  will  carry,  and 
will  deliver  you. 

Tlie  Lord  God  gracioufly  declares,  that  he  would 
continue  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  his  favour  ^nd  ten- 
der care,  even  to  the  decline  of  their  church  and 
'ilate,when  evident  fymptoms  of  decay  and  diflblutioij 
made  their  appearance. — Even  to  your  old  age — and 
to  hoary  hairs.  The  Jewifh  people  were  now  grow- 
ing old  in  the  covenant  that  God  made  with  their 
fathers,  when  he  took  them  by  the  hand  to  lead 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  To  adopt  thd 
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words  of  an  apoftle,  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  *  The 

•  covenant  itfelf  waxed  old,  artd  was  then  ready  to 

•  vanifh  away  *.'    Even  in  the  time  of  Hofea  the 
prophet,  *  Gray  hairs  were  here  and  there  upon 

•  them  ;'  indications  of  the  approaching  diflblution 
of  their  church  and  ftate  were  then  obfervable. 
Among  thefe  may  be  reckoned  idolatry  and  fuper-* 
ilition  in  the  worihip  of  God,  pride  and  covetouf- 
nefs,  oppreflion  and  injuftice,  with  manifold  iniqui-*^ 
ties,  dlftrefles,  and  forrows.  Thefe  and  other  pre- 
lages  of  old  age,  were  difcemible  upon  them,  though 
they  knew  them  not.  In  thefe  forlorn  circum-^ 
fiances  the  Almighty  gives  repeated  aflUrance,  that 
he  would  not  foifake  them;  but  afford  them  all  ne- 
ceflary  fupport,  and  feafonable  deliverance,  by  three 
words  of  peculiar  fignificance — /  will  bear,  I  wilt 
^rry,  I  will  deliver.  Previous  to  the  delivery  of 
thefe  promifes,  he  proclaims  his  efernal  power  and 
godhead,  his  rich  mercy  and  grace — I  am  he  who 
am  invariably  the  fame  throughout  all  ages,  Jeho- 
vah, I  change  not ;  and  therefore  the  children  of 
Jacob  are  not  confumed.  I  am  he  who  am  merci- 
ful and  gracious;  a  faithful  covenant  keeping  God  ; 
the  dwelling  place  of  my  people  in  all  generations; 
in  whom  your  fathers  trufled  and  were  not  put  to 
ftiame ;  and  by  whom  were  wrought  the  many  great 
dehverances  of  which  your  fathers  have  told  you, 
and  of  which  you  yourfelves  have  been  witneflfes.— 
I  am  he  that  hath  reheved  your  necefllties^  that  hath 
ftrengthened  you  in  weaknefs,  defended  you  in  dan- 
ger, and  refcued  you  from  the  hands  of  your  ene- 
mies. '  I  appeal  to  yourfelves.  Have  not  you  on 
all  occafions  experienced  my  grace  and  power?  Did 
I  ever  command  you  to  feek  my  face  in  vain  ?  Did 
I  ever  require  any  thing  of  you  that  did  not  contri- 
bute to  your  befl  intercfls,  or  promife  you  any  thing 
that  I  did  not  perform  ?  Thefe  circumftances  de- 
monflrate  that  I  am  Jehovah,  the  proper  objed  of 
triifl  and  confidence,  of  adoration  and  worihip ;  and 

fugg«ll 
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fuggell  the  ftrongeft  encouragement  to  my  people 
to  hope  in  my  mercy,  amidft  all  the  revolutions  that 
happen  in  themfelvcs,  and  in  the  world  around 
them. — Another  fource  of  confblation  is  opened  in 
thefe  words, 

/  bave  made,  faith  the  great  God,  who  formed  all 
things.  My  hands  made  and  fafliioned  you;  I 
created  your  bodies,  thefe  beautiful  ftrudures, 
wherein  refide  thofe  immortal  fpirits  which  I  en- 
dowed  with  the  noble  powers  and  faculties  they 
pofiefs ;  and  furely  I  will  never  forfakc  the  work  of 
my  own  hands,  but  will  fpare  and  pity.  1  have  oott- 
ftituted  the  political  arid  ecclefiaftical  body  to  which 
you  belong,  and  formed  you  to  be  a  pecufiar  peof^ 
unto  myfelf;  a  kingdom  of  priefts,  a  holy  naticHi, 
to  ftiew  forth  my  praifes.  And  if  you  are  Ifraelites 
indeed,  I  have  renovated  you  in  the  fpirit  of  your 
minds,  and  created  you  unto  good  works.— To  you, 
my  hearers,  to  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this 
rule  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  the  intimate  rehtioro 
fubfifting  between  God  and  you,  afford  real  ground 
of  comfort.  Hath  he  made  you  ?  then  he  perfedly 
knows  every  circumftance  in  your  condition ;  he  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  fears,  afHidlions, 
and  forrows,  wherewith  you  are  diftrelled,  and  with 
an.  the  bleflings  neceflary  to  .your  happinefe.  Tbb 
Gonfideratign  taken  in  connedtion  with  your  experi- 
ence of  the  divine  mercy,  mentioned  in  the  former 
verfe,^fhould  animate  you  to  truft  in  the  Lord  Je- 
hovah, who  hath  faid 

/  wiU  bear^  even  I  will  carry^  &c.  Thefe  words 
feem  to  allude  to  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  bearing  iome 
heavy  weight,  which  he  eileems  truly  valuable;  and 
being  oppoled  by  lome  adverfe  power,  he  defends 
and  reicues  it  t:om  injury.  They  forcibly  exprefs 
the  gracious  regard  that  Jehovah  was  to  fliew  for  the 
fafety  and  comfort  of  bis  people,  labouring  under 
the  preflTure  of  various  calamities*  By  the  care  and 
power  of  his  providence,  he  would  prefervethemfrom 
finking  under  them,  or  becoming  a  prey  to  their  e- 
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nevnies.  With  many  awj6il  diipenfations  were  thejr 
to  be  vifited  before  the  diflblution  of  their  date, 
fiich  as  they  had  never  experienced  in  former  times. 
Though  they  had  been  often  weakened  and  van-* 
quiibed,  their  land,  tteir  cities,  their  metropolis,  and 
their  temple,  had  never  been  defolated  and  laid 
wafte.  The  ark  had  been  carried  away  into  the 
land  of  the  Philiftines,  but  never  had  any  calamity 
befallen  them  like  its  deftrudlion,  with  the  removal 
of  the  facred  veflels  belonging  to  the  fando^ry^  and 
the  bulk  of  the  people  into  a  diftant  foreign  coun«> 
try.  To  fupport  them  under  their  diftreues,  God 
declares — I  will  bear,  under  the  oppreffive  load  of 
afflidions  you  have  to  fuftain ;  I  will  carry  you 
when  enfeebled  by  infirmities  and  difficulties,  to 
fafety  and  tranquiUity ;  and  I  will  deliver  you  from 
the  imminent  dangers  and  cruel  hatdihips  to  which 
you  Ihall  be  fubjeded  by  your  enemies,  that  you 
may  ferve  the  author  of  your  mercies.  Thefe  pro- 
mifes,  with  the  bleflSngs  they  contain,  are  transfer- 
red to  the  church  under  the  New  Teftament,  and 
are  applicable  to  all  the  fpiritual  Ifiael  of  God^  efpe^ 
cially  when  in  the  advanced  ftages  of  life,  and  ia 
diftrefled  circumftances.  From  them  the  fervants 
of  God  in  every  age  have  derived  fupport  and  re- 
lief, under  troubles  and  forrows.  Take  courage 
then,  ye  aged  faints,  when  deprefled  with  weak- 
nefs,  afiiiftion,  and  the  weight  of  years,  when  your 
a(5live  powers  decay,  your  complaints  multiply,  your 
*  fears  and  anxieties  increafe,  your  heart  and  flelli 
feint  and  fail :  The  Lord  is  pleafed  to  reach  you 
the  ftaff  of  his  word,  on  which  you  may  lean  and 
be  ftrengthened.  When  you  cannot  fupport  your- 
felves,  and  your  friends  are  incapable  of  giving  you 
any  eflfedual  aid,  the  God  of  all  confolation  wiU  fend 
you  feafonable  relief,  and  will  be  the  ftay  of  your 
hearts,  and  your  portion  for  ever.  When  unable  to 
fuftain  the  burden  you  feel,  he  will  bear ;  when  you 
cannot  make  progrefs,  he  will  carry  you  forward  ia 
the  \^  ay  10  heaven ;  he  will  deliver  you  frpm  all  evil, 
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and  conduft  you  to  the  nianfions  of  eternal  reft  and 
joy.  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed,  who  alfo 
will  perform.    *  And  now,  O  Lord,  in  whom  I  put 

•  my  truft,  Caft  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  dd  age; 

•  forfake  me  not  when  my  ftrength  faileth,  when 

•  I  am  old  and  gray  headed ;  O  God  forfake  me 

•  not.* 

5  ^  To  whom  will  ye  liken  me,  and  make 
fne  equal,  and  compare  me,  that  we  may  be 
like  ? 

In  this,  and  the  two  verfes  that  immediately  fol- 
low, Jehovah  farther  inftruds  his  people  in  the  grofs 
abfufdity  of  idolatry:  and  the  extreme  folly  of  imi- 
tating the  abominable  fuperftitions  of  the  heathen. 
The  Jews  might  have  alledged  that  they  ferved  not 
the  falfe  gods  of  tlae  Gentiles,  but  the  God  of  Ifrael ; 
and  that  they  ufed  images  when  they  worfhipped 
him,  only  that  they  might  have  before  their  eyes  like 
other  nations  fome  l)eautiful  objedl.     This  delufive 
notion  is  here  reprobated  ;  and  they  were  taught, 
that  there  is  neither  likenefs  nor  equality  betwixt 
the  true  God,  and  thefe  foolifli  pretended  refem- 
blances  made  of  him  by  the  hands  of  men.  It  raight 
be  faid,  t;hat  fome  of  the  divine  perfedions  are  ex- 
hibited in  the  holy  fcriptures,  under  fymbolical  re- 
prefentations ;  that  the  onmiprcfence  of  Jehovah  is 
fet  forth  under  the  emblem  of  eyes,  and  his  omnipo- 
tence by  that  of  hands  ;  and  that  many  fimilar  fi-- 
gures  occur  in  the  facred  writings.     There  is,  how- 
ever, a  very  great  difference  betwixt  thefe  fymbo- 
lical images,  intended  to  aflift  mens  feeble  appre- 
henlions,  and  the  idols  that  were  forrned  to  be  the 
objefts  of  adoration  and  invocation,  which  were 
themfelves  worfhipped.    Againft  this  criminal  prac- 
tice, the  Lord  God  guards  his  people,  by  admini- 
ftring  a  fharp  reproof  to  thofe  who  v/ere  guilty  of 
this  odious  crime.     To  whom  then  will  yc  liken  me^ 
faith  God  ?    No  figure  whatfoever  that  you  dc vife 
or  execute,  can  afford  an  adequate  rcprelentation 
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of  my  infinite  excellence,  fandtity,  and  nlajeftyj 
Who  in  heaven  can  be  compared  unto  me  ?  who  a- 
mong  the  fons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened  unto 
me  ?  Among  the  gods  th^re  is  none  like  unto  the 
Lord,  neither  are  there  any  works  like  unto  his 
works.  It  is  therefore  impious  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree, to  pretend  to  make  any  fimiUtude  of  the  in- 
vifible  God,  and  then  to  proftrate  yourfelves  before 
that  imaginary  deity. 

6  They  lavifh  gold  out  of  the  bag,  and 
weigh  filver  in  the  balance,  and  hire  a  gold- 
fmith  ;  and  he  maketh  it  a  god  :  they  fall 
down,  yea,  they  worfliip. 

The  procefs  of  idolaters  here  defcribed,  is  fimple 
and  eafy  to  be  underftood,  fo  as  to  require  lit- 
tle illuttration.  It  is  evident,  that  thefe  deluded 
people  fpared  no  expence  in  making,  and  beautify- 
ing the  images  which  they  worfhipped.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  they  laid  out  with  great  profufion  laige 
fums  of  gold  and  lilver,  and  employed  the  beft 
tradefmen  to  frame  and  decorate  the  idol ;  which 
being  made,  they  fell  down,  and  gave  it  that  ho- 
mage which  is  due  to  the  only  living  and  true  God. 

7  They  bear  him  upon  the  fhoulder,  they 
carry  him,  and  fet  him  in  his  place,  and  he 
ftandeth ;  from  his  place  Ihall  he  not  remove: 
yea,  one  ihall  cry  unto  him,  yet  can  he  not 
anfwer,  nor  fave  him  out  of  his  trouble. 

How  aftonifhing  the  infenfibility  and  grofs  ftupi* 
dity  of  idolaters  m  all  ages,  not  only  of  ancient  na- 
tions, but  of  thole  which  exift  to  this  very  day ;  not 
only  of  fome  remote  regions  of  America,  but  in 
Inula  and  oluna ;  belides  the  abominable  fuperfti- 
tioiis  which  are  pradifed  by  the  votaries  of  the 
church  of  Ko.ac ;  Ibnie  of  them  not  lefs  foolilh  than 
ifhofe  of  the  heathen  that  ferved  dead  idols,  which 

wer^ 
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were  carried  upon  mens  (houlders*  How  glori- 
oufly  diftinguiflied  from  the  idols  honoured  by  the 
Gentiles,  is  the  God  pf  Ifrael,  whofe  name  alone  is 
Jehovah,  the  Mod  High  over  all  the  earth  I  He  is 
eternal,  felf-exiftent,  immutable,  fpiritual,  incor- 
ruptible, not  made  with  hands,  not  fubjed  to  dif- 
fojutioii-  He  bears,  and  he  carries  his  people ;  he 
delivei^  thofe  who  call  upon  him  in  the  day  of  trou- 
t?le  ;  and  being  omnipotent  and  omniprefent,  he  is 
always  able  and  ready  to  help  thofe  who  truft  in 
Imu  Whereas  the  gods  here  defcribed,  were  made 
l)y  mens  device,  were  deftitute  of  underflanding,  in- 
capable of  moving ;  put  into  the  ftation  allotted  for 
them,  they  were  incapable  of  affordmg  afliftance  or 
deliverance  to  thofe  devoted  to  their  fervice,  when 
if^  the  mofl  calamitous  condition, 

8  Remember  this,  audfhew  yourfelves  men; 
bring  it  again  to  mind,  O  ye  tranfgreflbrs^ 

To  demonftrate  the  truth  of  his  exiftence  and 
perfedions,  the  Lord  God  requires  thofe  who  had 
tranfgrefled  his  covenant,  and  were  in  danger  of 
being  feduced  into  idolatrous  pradlices,  to  call  to 
mind  the  wonderful  works,  which  in  times  of  old 
he  had  performed  for  the  falvation  of  his  people— 
Remember  thu ;  attentively  r^oUeift  the  momen- 
tous truths  that  you  have  now  heard,  inculcating 
the  omnipotence  and  tender  mercy  of  Jehovah;  who 
bears,  and  aids,  .and  refcues  his  people  in  thofe  fea- 
fons  wherein  they  moft  need  afliftance.  Call  to 
mind  alTo  the  extreme  folly  and  wickedriefs  of  ido- 
laters, whoferve  gods  that  can  neither  anfwer  their 
requefts,  nor  fave  them  when  in  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs.  Revolve  thefe  things  again  and  agam  in  your 
minds,  and  lay  them  to  heart,  that  you  may  be  ha- 
bitually influenced  by  them  in  your  temper  and 
conduQ^.-^Sbew  your/elves  men,  O  ye  tranfgrejfors 
of  the  ftatutes  and  judgments  1  gave  unto  your  fa- 
thers. Do  not  ad  like  foolifli  inconfiderate  chil- 
'  dren, 
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dren,  who  are  often  tboughtlefs  and  incottftant  in  the 
meafures  they  adopt ;  but  as  bccometh  reafonable 
creatures,  endowed  wth  found  judgment  and  un- 
derftanding,  who  difcriminate  betwixt  truth  and 
error,  betwixt  right  and  wrong.  And  if  you  Wifely 
confider  the  topics  recommended  to  your  particular 
attention,  you  may  be  fenfible,  that  there  is  not 
any  thing  more  inconfiftent  with  the  reafon  and  dig- 
nity of  intelligent  men,  than  to  fabricate  idols,  and 
then  to  fall  down  and  worlhrp  them  ;  nor  any  thing 
more  fuitable  to  your  rational  nature,  than  ferious 
reflexions  on  the  glorious  majefty,  the  tender  mer- 
cies,  and  faithful  promifes  of  God. 

9  Remember  the  former  things  of  old; 
for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe  ;  I  am 
God,  and  there  is  none  like  me. 

The  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  covenant  of  God,  are  re- 
quired  to  review  his  ilupendous  works,  which  af- 
ford iUuftrious  proofs  of  his  eternal  power  and  god- 
head.  The  former  things  here  intended,  were  the 
operations  of  Providence,  w^hereby  their  fathers 
were  brought  forth  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
preferved  amidft  imminent  dangers ;  with  the  righ- 
teous judgments  he  had  executed  upon  their  ene- 
mies— ^Thofe  fignal  mercies,  and  remarkable  inter- 
pofitions,  which  as  a  people,  they  had  enjoyed 
through  many  ages,  emphatically  denominated  by 
the  royal  Prophet,  *  his  former  loving  kindnefles/ 
Thefe  things,  tranfgtellbrs  were  diret^ed  to  remem- 
ber, to  mufe  and  meditate  upon,  until  they  were 
excited  by  the  recollection  to  perform  the  duties 
which  they  were  intended  to  enforce.  The  know- 
ledge of  them  was  tranfmitted  from  age  to  age. 
For  this  purpofe,  *  Jehovah  appointed  a  law  in  If- 

*  rael,  which  he  commanded  their  fathers,  that  they 

*  fliould  make  known  to  their  children,  that  the  ge- 

♦  neration  to  come  might  know  them,  even  the  chil- 

•  dren  that  ftiould  be  born,  who  fhould  arife  and  de- 

VoL.  III.  3T  clare 
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*  clare  them  to  their  children,  that  they  might  fet 

*  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of 

*  God,  but  keep  his  commandments  *.'  Mofes,  and 
the  other  fervants  of  the  Moft  High,  recorded  thefe 
former  things,  fabbaths  and  feafts  were  inftituted  to 
commemorate,  and  preferve  them  in  remembrance; 
and  the  proj)hets,  in  their  difcourfes  to  the  people, 
often  called  them  to  their  minds,  as  powerful  tet 
timonies  of  the  kindnefs,  the  omnipotence,  and  ve- 
racity of  the  God  of  Ifrael.  Such,  however,  were 
the  prejudices  and  infenfibiKty  of  the  Jews,  that 
they  did  not  rightly  confider  the  divine  benefits, 
nor  were  they  fuitably  atfeded  with  the  awful  judg- 
ments inflifted  upon  themfelves  and  other  nations. 
They  are  therefore  direfted  to  confider  them  as 
proofs  of  the  exift:ence,  the  perfections,  and  provi- 
dence of  the  only  living  and  true  God,  the  God  o^ 
Jacob,  befide  whom  there  is  none  elfe,  and  to  whom 
there  is  none  like. 

lo  Declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning, 
and  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not 
yet  done,  faying.  My  counfel  fhall  Hand,  and 
I  will  do  all  my  pleafure  : 

Another  argument  is  adduced  to  prove  the  divi* 
nity  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  to  which  his  people  are 
direfted  to  attend.  It  is  derived  from  the  clear  pre- 
didions  which  he  had  early  delivered,  refpeding  fu- 
ture contingent  events,  with  the  circumftances  ac- 
companying them  whereof  he  had  an  accurate 
foreknowledge ;  arifing  not  from'  penetration  or 
probability,  but  from  his  own  will  and  purpofe. 
On  this  fubjed,  our  Prophet  thus  fpeaks — Dtcla- 
ring  the  end  from  the  beginning.  The  Lord  God 
foretold  the  caufes  that  were  to  operate,  and  the 
cffeds  which  were  thereby  to  be  produced;  he  pre- 
dided  future  diftant  events  in  the  order  and  con- 
nedion  wherein  they  were  to  happen  j  the  ends 

they 
♦  PfaL  Ixxviiii.  5,  6,  7. 
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they  were  to  promote,  and  the  confequences  that 
were  to  enfue.  Thefe  things  Jehovah  by  his  fer* 
vants  announced  from  the  beginning;  from  the 
early  ages  of  the  world,  and  nearly  from  the  com- 
mencement of  time.  Enoch  the  ieventh  from  A- 
dam,  foretold  that  grand  event  which  fhall  termi- 
nate the  prefent  world  ;  the  coming  of  the  Lord  to 
the  final  judgment.  This  fragment  of  the  prophe- 
cies of  this  highly  honoured  man  of  God,  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  by  the  apoftle  Jude.  Noah  the  eight 
from  Adam,  an  eminent  preacher  of  ri^hteoufnefs, 
foretold  the  deftrudion  by  water  of  the  world  that 
then  was,  i  ao  years  before  the  flood.  The  patriarch 

Jacob  who  was  fumamed  Ifrael,  in  the  benedictions 
e  pronounced  upon  his  children,  forelhewed  by 
divine  diredlion  what  Ihould  befal  them  in  the 
kft  days :  his  fervant  Mofes  informed  them  what 
was  to  be  the  latter  end  of  the  IfVaelitifh  people ; 
and  by  our  Prophet  God  declared  the  overthrow  of 
the  Babylonian  empire,  with  the  gods  which  were 
there  worlhipped.  In  thefe,  and  many  other  me- 
morable inftances,  hath  the  truth  afferted  in  the 
firft  part  of  this  verfe,  been  exemplified  and  con- 
firmed. 

And  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet 
dtme.  Many  things  of  vaft  importance,  had  the 
Lord  God  of  old  fignified  by  his  fervants  that  were 
to  happen,  which  in  the  days  of  Ifaiah  were  not 
accomplilhed ;  fuch  as  the  deftrudion  of  Babylon, 
the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  captivity,  and  the 
advent  of  the  Meflias  to  put  an  end  to  fin,  and  to 
make  reconciliation  for  iniquity*  The  old  prophe- 
cies however  which  had  been  exadly  fulfilled,  gave 
agreeable  fecurity  that  the  others  wovdd  certainly 
be  verified  in  their  feafons ;  fo  that  prophecies  of 
both  clafles  united  in  forming  a  ftrong  argument 
that  the  Lord  is  God,  that  there  is  none  like  him, 
nor  any  befide  him ;  that  he  is  the  governor  of  the 
univerfe,  according  to  whofe  counfel  and  will  all 
human  afiairs  are  conduced. 

My 
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My  counfeljbalifiand^  &c.  The  cxafl  foreknow- 
kdge  of  future  events  is  the  peculiar  prerogative  of 
Jehovah,  whofe  decrees  adjuft  every  circmnftance 
relative  to.  his  creatures.  No  good  reafon  can  be 
affigned  why  the  purpofe  of  God  fhould  not  be  ef- 
fe<3ted  ;  why  his  pleafure  fliould  not  be  executed. 
The  counfels  of  men  may  be  fruftrated  by  their  own 
natural  inftability ;  by  their  want  of  forefi^it  and 
wifdom  ;  or,  by  their  uicapacity  to  execute  the 
plans  they  have  formed.  None  of  thefe  ciicum- 
ftances  cap  defeat  the  purpofe  di  Jehovah.  He  is 
df  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  him ;.  wiat  his  foul 
defireth  that  he  doeth.  He  doeth  amtxig  the  ar- 
mies, of  heaven  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,, 
whatever  pleafeth  him.  H5e  is  Avdfe  in  heart,  and 
wonderful  in  counfel.;  no  adverie  power  can  pre- 
vent the  accomplifhment  of  his  defigns;  for  there  is 
no  wifdoiDL  nor  counfel  againft  the  Lord.     *  The 

*  counfel  of  the  Lord  (febh  the  king  of  IfradL) 

*  ftandeth  for  ever ;  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  afi: 

*  generations^.*  His  decrees  therefore  are  compared 
to  mountains  of  bra6,  to  intimate  their  immoveable 
ftability  and  perpetual  duratbn.-r-vf«rf  i  will  do  all 
my  pleafure^  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  world. 
In  the  natural  world,  I  will  give  fiimmer  and  win- 
ter, feed  time  and  harveft,  heat  and.  coM,  l^ht  aad 
darknefs  in  their  fealbn ;  and  in  the  moral  wo^ld,  I  will 
exalt  and  abafe,  give  peace  and  create  evil,  as  feem- 
eth  good  in  my  fight.  What  flxiking  proof  hath  the 
Moft  High  exhibited  oT  his  glorious  fovereignty! 
After  angels,  probably  the  higheft  order  of  intelli- 
gent creatures,  had  finned^  notwithftanding  their 
powei:  and  dignity,  be  hath  referved  them  in  chains 
of  darknefs  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.    Af- 
ter men  had  tramfgreffed,  who  peAaps.  are  the  low- 
eft  order  of  rea&nable  beings,  he  fent'  his  own  Sou 
iuto  the  world,  that  they  njight  not  perilh,  but 
have  everlafling^  life.     1  need  not  multiply  inftan- 
ces ;  in  ^  bis  difpenfations,  Jehovah,  will  do  as  he 

plcafes : 
*  Plalra  xxxiii.  ii. 
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pleafes ;  none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  hnn, 
what  doeft  thou? — Such  are  the  iiluftrious  proofs 
whereby  the  God  of  Ifrael  eftabliihes  his  dirinity, 
and  fhews  that  he  is  the  only  true  God,  and  that 
befide  bim  there  is  none  elfe.  Convinced  that  he 
is  God  alone,  let  us  adore,  and  love,  and  ferve  him, 
the  fupreme  difpofer  and  Lord  of  alL 

1 1  Calling  a  ravenous  bird  from  the  eaft, 
the  man  that  executeth  my  counfel  from  a 
far  cpuntry :  yea,  I  have  fpok^n  it,  1  will 
alfa  bring  it  topafs;  I  have  purpofed />,  I 
wiir  alfo  do  it. 

A  particular  proof  that  the  Lord  is  God,  and  that 
there  is  none  like  him,  taken  from  the  chief  fub- 
jed  of  this  difcourfe,  is  here  fubjoined. — By  the  ra- 
venous bird,  is  probably  meant  the  eagle,  which 
hath  been  called  the  chief  among  the  winged  tribes. 
He  is  remarkable  for  the  elevation  and  rapidity  of 
his  flight,  even  into  diftant  regions,  for  his  great 
ftrength,  for  the  quicknefs  of  his  fight,  and  for  lay- 
ing hold  on  his  prey  fb  fuddenly  and  firmly,  that 
it  cannot  eafily  be  taken  from  him..  On  thefe  ac- 
coimts,  kings  and  princes  are  compared  in  fcripture 
to  this  bird*  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  is 
fpoken  of  under  this  image,  *  which  is  doubtlefs  in- 
tended here  to  fignify  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia ;  as  iar 
evident  from  the  words  that  immediately  follow. 
ITiis  great  man  m  feveral  refpedls  refembled  the  ea- 
gle. He  is  celebrated  for  magnanimity,  for  the 
penetration  of  his  judgment,  the  rapidity  of  his 
movements,  his  expeditions  into  remote  countries, 
and  his  feizure  of  thoTe  rich  fpoUs  of  which  he  could 
not  be  deprived.  Befides,  he  is  faid  to  have  had 
an  aquiline  nofe,  and  the  figure  of  a  golden  eagle 
with  extended  wings  impofed  on  his  (tandards.  On 
thefe  and  other  accounts  this  iiluftrious  prince  is 
Ipoken  of  in  the  figurative  language  of  prophecy. 


a» 
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as  a  ravenous  bird  called  from  the  eaft,  from  Perfia, 
that  was  fituated  eailward  of  Canaan  and  Babylon. 
The  man  that  executeth  my  counfel^  &c.  Thefe  words 
plainly  intimate,  that  Cyrus  was  the  perfon  intend- 
ed by  the  foregoing  figurative  defcription.  God 
was  pleafed  to  honour  him  with  the  execution  of 
his  purpofe,  refpedting  the  deliverance  of  his  peo* 
pie  from  captivity,  and  the  punifhment  of  their  e- 
nemies.  For  this  end  he  brought  him  from  a  re- 
mote country,  to  be  the  principal  agent  in  eflfeft- 
ing  that  important  work.  To  give  certainty  to  the 
event,  it  is  added,  Tea^  I  havejpoken^  Sec.  I  have 
foretold  its  accomphfhment,  and  I  will  afluredly 
bring  it  to  pafs,  notwithftanding  every  obftru6lion 
that  may  feem  to  lie  in  the  way  of  its  execution. 

12  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  (lout  hearted, 
that  are  far  from  righteoufaefs : 

Solemn  attention  is  demanded  to  an  important 
admonition  from  thofe  proud  and  obftinate  people, 
who  refufed  to  give  credit  to  the  promifes  of  God, 
containing  the  pi^cious  benefits  to  be  conferred  on 
the  church.  The  Lord  God  vouchfafes  to  addrefs 
them  under  the  defignation  which  they  juftly  dc- 
ferved,  that  they  might  know  his  perfect  acquain- 
tance with  the  difpofition  of  their  minds,  notwith- 
ftanding they  artfully  endeavoured  to  conceal  their 
diflimulation  ;  and  that  he  might  bring  them  to  a 
better  temper  than  they  had  hitherto  difcovered. 
The  charader  given  them  is  that  oijlout  hearted^ 
fierce,  audacious,  and  haughty.  Rafhly  imagining 
that  they  were  fuperior  to  the  buUc  of  mankind, 
confiding  in  their  abilities,  and  infenfible  of  their 
depravity,  they,  imbibed  falfe  principles,  and  be- 
came confirmed  in  erroneous  fentiments,  which  pride 
and  vanity  would  not  permit  them  to  retrad.  Stub- 
bom  and  intraftible,  they  obftinately  perfifted  in 
incredulity,  and  difobedience  to  the  word  of  God; 
they  would  not  receive  his  teftimony,  they  would 

not 
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not  fubmit  to  his  government,  nor  obferve  his  ordi- 
nances. No  threatening  intimidated  them,  no  pro- 
mife  or' mercy  foftened  their  obdurate  hearts  ;  but 
proceeding  from  evil  to  worfe,  they  ftrengthened 
themfelves  in  their  wickednefs,  they  became  impu- 
dent and  ftout-hearted.  Another  ingredient  in  their 
charafter  is — Far  from  rigbteoufnejs.  Unaffafted 
with  tlie  rich  difplays  that  God  had  givca  of  his 
clemency  and  compaflion,  of  his  dread  difpleafurc 
againft  fin  and  his  love  of  righteoufnefe,  they  not 
only  continued  proof  againft  all  the  evidences  where- 
by the  truth  is  fupported,  but  they  were  enemies 
of  all  righteoufnefs,  and  addided  to  the  pradice  of 
various  kinds  of  iniquity.  They  were  far  from  pof- 
fefiing  integrity  and  truth ;  for  they  M^ithheld  from 
Gcd  that  iupreme  afFeclion,  that  firm  reliance,  and 
that  homage  of  obedience,  which  he  juftly  demands. 
Nor  did  they  difcover  that  unfeigned  love  of  their 
brethren  which  the  love  of  God  fails  not  to  p^o^ 
duce.  Under  the  power  of  unbelief,  they  attained 
not  the  law  of  righteoufnefs,  and  were  very  far  from 
the  hope  and  fruits  of  righteoufnefs;  peace,  confola- 
tion,  and  joy. — Though  in  this  miferable  flate,  the 
mighty  God  the  Lord  direds  his  fei-vants  not  to  o- 
verlodc  or  contemn ;  but  affedionately  to  addrefs 
them,  and  to  demand  their  ferious  attention.  Hear^ 
ktn  unt9  me^  Give  ear  unto  the  words  of  my  mouth; 
hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  teftify  unto  thee ;  O 
Ifrael,  if  thou  wUt  hearken  unto  me.  Hear  inll  ruc- 
tion ;  be  wife,  and  refufe  it  not ;  hear  and  under- 
ftand ;  confider  and  lay  it  to  heart,  and  know  it  for 
your  good. — What  tender  mercy  in  God,  to  fend 
his  fervants  to  fpeak  particularly  to  thofe  who  were 
ftout  hearted,  who  delpil'ed  his  warnings,  threaten, 
ings,  and  promifes,  and  abufed  his  meflengers;  and, 
after  all  their  llubbornnefs  and  unrighteoufnefs,  to 
make  trial  if  they  will  liilen  to  his  voice  and  be  o- 
bedient  I — Take  heed  then,  brethren,  that  you  ad 
fict  like  thole  proud  incorrigible  people  who  an- 
swered the  prophet  Jeremi'^S,  faying,  *  The  word 
-   '  .         that 
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^  that  thou  haft  fpoken  unto  us  in  the  name  of  the 
'*  Lord,  we  will  not  hearken  unto  thee;  hut  we  will 

*  certainly  do  whatfoever  thing  goeth  forth  out  of 

*  our  own  mouth  *.'  Such  perverfity  would  render 
the  word  of  God,  which  is  the  favour  of  life  unto 
Jife,  the  favour  unto  you  of  death  unto  death. 

13  J  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs;  it  fhali 
not  be  far  off,  and  my  falvation  Ihall  not  tar- 
j-y :  and  I  will  ^lacc  falvation  in  Zion  for  If- 
yael  my  glory. 

This  verfe  contains  the  admonition  to  which  Jeho* 
vah  demanded  attention,  from  perfons  of  the  above 
defcription.     The  righteoufnefs  of  God  here  fpoken 
of,  may  denote  the  glorious  perfeftions  of  the  divine 
nature.    And  as  this  eflential  attribute  of  Jehovah 
is  richly  manifefted  m  the  redemption  of  his  people, 
which  difplays  his  confummate  redlitude,  goodnefs, 
andfaithfulnefs;  it  may  comprehend  the  typical  deli- 
verance of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  and 
the  great  falvation  acpomplilhed  by  the  Son  of  God, 
v^hichit  prefigured.  Both  thefe  dehverances  are  found- 
ed on  the  righteoufnefs,  the  grace,  and  veracity  of  Je- 
hovah, which  requiVe  the  fulfilment  of  the  promifes 
made  to  the  fathers;  and  to  each  of  them  there  maybe 
reference  in  this  expreflion .  God  brought  near  his  righ- 
teoufnefs, and  exhibited  ittoview  in  thetemporal,and 
efpecially  in  the  fpiritual  falvation  he  effeded  for  his 
church.  Though  in  your  imaginations  you  may  place 
it  at  a  vaft  diftance;  or  fqppofe  that  it  (hall  never  be 
revealed,  yet  be  afliired  ttjhall  not  be  far  off.-^Jnd 
my  falvation Jhall  not  tarry.    At  the  time  thefe  words 
were  delivered j, the  period  was  at  no  great  diftance, 
wherein  the  Jewilh  people  were  to  be  refcued  fix)m 
captivity,  as  a  happy  prelude  to  the  falvation  of  God-^ 
which  was  to  be  made  known  to  all  nations.    The 
time  fixed  for  its  accompUfliment  was  then  alfafeft 
approaching;  no  unneceflary  delay  was  to  be  made^ 

*  Jer.  xliv.  16, 17.       ~  * 
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ages  were  quickly  to  glide  away ;  and  after  the 
ftream  of  time  had  run  through  a  few  generations, 
falvation  was  to  niake  its  appearance. 

And  I  will  place  falvation  in  Zion.    I  will  give  de- 

^  liverance  fr^m  exile  aiid  bondage  to  the  inhabitant! 
of  Zion,  and  reftore  them  to  the  pofleffion  of  their 
own  land,  where  they  i[hall  enjoy  liberty  and  happi- 
nefs.  Andl  will  work  a  far  more  complete  and  glorious 
falvation  for  my  church  typified  by  Zion;  there  I  will 
place  it,  as  its  proper  refidcnce,  in  which  it  fliall  for 
ever  abide,  for  the  benefit  of  J/rofl  my  glory;  to  whom 
I  have  manifefted  my  glory,  among  whom  I  have 
inilituted  my  worfhip,  which  is  their  glory;  in  whom 
I  am  glorified,  and  by  whom  my  glory  ftiall  be  ad- 

'  vanced.  The  truths  contained  in  this  verfe  are  ex- 
prefled  in  an  inftrudive  variety  of  terms  which,  tho* 
of  fimilar  import,  yet  each  reprefents  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  other^  and  fuggefts  fome  circum- 
(lance  that  contributes  to  give  a  more  enlarged  view 
*of  the  fubjeA,  and  ferves  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
bleflings  foretold. — ^In  the  temporal  deUverance 
that  God  wrought  for  his  people  of  old,  let  us  cop-  ' 
template  the  image  of  the  more  glorious  falvation  he 
hath  placed  in  his  church,  whereof  we  are  invited  by 
the  gofpcl  to  participate.  And  whilft  with  humble 
gratitude  we  enjoy  temporal  mercies  and  deliver- 
ances, as  the  fruits  t)f  undeferved  goodnefe,  let  our 
defires  and  aims  chiefly  terminate  on  that  gYeat  fal* 
vation  which  compril'es  deliverance  from  the  bond- 
age of  corruption,  from  fpiritual  enemies,  from  the 
punifhment  of  tranfgreffion,  and  from  all  evil; 
which  advances  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  mod  glo- 
rious privileges  and  profpeds,  and  in  every  ftate 
imparts  true  confolation  and  joy. — '  Blefled  be  the 

*  Lord  God  of  Ifracl  from  everlafting  to  everlafting; 

*  and  let  all  the  people  fay,  Amen.  Praife  ye  the 
*Lord*. 

Vol.  m.  U  PREU- 

»  Pfiil.  cvi.  48. 
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THE  fourth  feftion  of  the  prophetic  difcourfe 
Avhich  we  are  now  briefly  to  iHuftrate,  was 
primarily  intended  to  adminifter  confolation  to  the 
people  of  God  who  were  harfhly  treated  and  cni- 
cUy  oppre;fled ;  to  aflure  them  of  fpeedy  deliver- 
ance from  the  tyranny  of  their  adverfaries,  and  of 
the  awful  vengeance  that  was  to  be  executed  upon 
them  ;  and  to  convey  inftrudion  to  the  inveterate 
enemies  of  the  church  of  God,  by  reprefenting  the 
juft  judgments  to  which  they  expofed  themfelvcs, 
who  having  laid  ^fide  all  regard  to  the  divine  glory 
and  the  profperity  of  the  fervants  of  Jehovah,  endea- 
voured with  inflexible  rigour  to  harafs  and  diftrefi 
them.    It  feems  evidently  to  have  been  defigned  to 
Convince  the  people  of  Babylon  of  their  atrocious 
wickednefs;  of  the  vanity  of  their  diviners,  in  whofe 
prognoftications  they  confided;  and  the  impotency 
of  the  idols  which  they  ferved.    For  thefe  purpofes, 
direding  his  difcourfe  to  the  Babylonians,  our  Pro-^ 
phet  proceeds  to  announce  the  overthrow  of  their 
mighty  empire  which  was  celebrated  for  its  defence, 
its  power,  riches,  and  fplendor :  intermixing  with  the 
denunciation  of  divine  judgments,  the  delineation 
of  the  caufes  which  contributed  to  bring  upon  them 
the  predifted  direful  calamiries,  v.  i — 4. — He  then 
more  particularly  defcribes  the  iudgments  to  be  in-* 
Aided,  with  the  feveral  crimes  which  united  their 
influence  in  terminating  the  exiftence  of  their  king- 
dom, V.  5 — I  r. — After  which  he  addrefl^s  them  in 
farcafliical  language,  calling  tliem  to  aflc  counfeland 
allifl:ance  from  the  foothfayers  and  aftrologers,  ifl 
whom  Uiey  had  placed  their  confidence,  v.  12, 13- 
— The  cliapter  concludes  with  a  moving  reprefen- 
tation  of  their  utter  incapacity  to  aflbrd  relief,  \rith 
the  miferable  end  of  all  thofe  .who  exercife  curious 
arts,  V.  14,  rj. 
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GHAP.    XLVIL 

COME  down,  and  fit  in  the  duft,  O  vir- 
gin, daughter  of  Babylon,  fit  on  the 
ground:  tbere  is  no  throne,  O  daughter  of  the 
Chaldeans :  for  thou  fhalt  no  ixiore  be  called 
tender  and  delicate., 

Ifaiah  begins  this  portion  of  his  difcourfe  by  ex- 
hibiting  Babylon  deprived  of  her  empire  and  glory, 
and  reduced  to  a  very  deprefled  and  humble  con- 
dition. He  addrefles  her  in  the  name  of  the  God 
of  Ilrael,  under  this  defcription — 0  virgin,  daughter 
of  Babylon,  The  citizens  of  Babylon,  the  feat  of 
extenfive  empire,  are  certainly  intended.  The  firft 
part  of  this  defignation  ferves  to  intimate  their  founds 
nefs  and  liberty,  their  beauty  and  accomphlhments, 
their  dignity  and  grandeur,  their  delicacy  and  effe- 
minacy, together  with  their  folicitude  to  prefer^^e 
untainted,  their  hpnour  and  reputation — Thie  other 
is  nolefs  juft  and  well  founded;  for  the  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  and  metropolis  were 
born, nourifhed, and  educated  in  that  country  or  city, 
where  they  grew  up  to  maturity  and  refpectability, 
and  many  of  them  became  ornamental  ard  ufeful 
to  the  focieties  to  which  they  belonged. — 9  daugh^ 
ter  of  the  Chaldeans.  For  the  fame  reafons  the  peo- 
ple of  Chalde^  are  called  the  daughter  of  that  king- 
dom, whole  metropolis  was  Babylon.  They  are  re- 
quired to  defcend  from  the  throne,  fovereignty  and 
dominion,  they  had  long  poflefTed;  from  the  horiour 
and  influence  they  had  enjoyed  ;  and  to  fit  in  a 
low  aflSided  and  fon*owful  condition,  in  which  they 
were  to  remain.  This  grea;  city  was  to  be  fo  tho- 
roughly fpoiled  and  dcfolated,  that  many,  even  thofe 
of  the  higheft  rank  who  were  left  in  it,  fhould  be 
obliged  to  fit  on  the  ground,  and  there  to  bemoan 
their  diftrefled  ftate — For  thoujhalt  no  more  be  called 
Render  and  delicate.     The  words  allude  to  the  ftr.f  e 
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of  a  young  lady  of  the  royal  or  fome  noble  family, 
Vrho  abftains  from  aU  manner  of  labour  with  her 
hands,  who  will  fcarcely.  touch  the  ground  with  her 
foot,  who  lives  in  eafe  and  luxury,  and  is  accuftom- 
cd  to  the  preateft  delicacy.  They  plainly  intimate, 
that  the  mhabitants  of  Babylon  and  Chddea,  who 
had  enjoyed  the  conveniencies  and  luxuries  of  life, 
were  to  be  deprived  of  thefe  advantages,  and  to  fuf- 
fer  a  total  change  in  their  circumftances,  by  being 
reduced  to  meannefs,  haidlhips,  and  fervitude. 

2  Take  the  milftones,  and  grind  meal:  un- 
cover thy  locks,  make  bare  the  leg,  uncover 
the  thigh,  pafs  over  the  rivers- 

The  abjed  fervile  condition,  Jind  laborious  em- 
ployments of  the  citizens  of  Babylon,  are  here  point- 
ed out.  Women  were  generally  employed  in  the 
eaft  in  grinding  the  corn  with  hand-mills,  which 
was  efteemed  a  mean  and  mod  toiUbme  work.  That 
you  perform  the  tafk  afEgned  you  with^the  greater 
eafe  and  vigour — Uncover  thy  locks y  as  people  fre- 
quently do  v/hen  they  engage  in  hard  labour,  which 
requires  great  exertion,  and  by  which  they  are  apt 
to  be  much  heated  and  fatigued.  Make  bare  the 
tegy  uncover  the  thigh.  Lay  afide  every  unnecef&iy 
garment  that  might  incumber  you  in  executing  the 
arduous  tafk  alligned  to  you,  and  in  palling  through 
the  waters  that  you  may  have  to  ford  on  various  oc- 
cafions.  The  expreffions  taken  together,  emphati- 
cally reprefent  the  very  great  change  that  was  to 
take  place  in  the  condition  of  the  Babylonilh  wo- 
men, who  had  lived  in  luxury  and  delicacy.  They 
were  not  only  to  be  bereaved  of  the  affluence  and 
pleafures  they  formerly  enjoyed,  but  they  were  to 
be  forced  into  a  ftate  of*  the  loweft  fervitude  by  the 
Medes  and  Perfians,  remarkable  for  their  pride  and 
cruelty.  Divefted  of  their  elegant  drefs  and  orna- 
ments, they  were  to  be  obliged  to  betake  themfelvcs 
to  hard  labour,  and  to  ftxbmit  to  the  meaneft  olBceSi 
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whkh  could  not  be  done,  unlefs  by  difcovering  thofe 
parts  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  con- 
ceal. 

.3  Thy  nakednefs  Ihall  be  uncovered,  yea, 
thy  fliame  ihall  be  feen :  I  will  take  vea* 
geance,  and  1  will  not  meet  thee  as  a  man. 

The  ignominious  contemptible  ftate  to  which  they 
were  to  be  reduced,  is  farther  defcribed.  In  per- 
forming the  fevere  fervices  in  which  they  were  to 
be  employed,  thofe  parts  of  the  human  body  th^ 
were  wont  formerly  to  be  covered  with  much  ncat- 
nefs  and  elegance,  were  to  be  difclofed  to  open  view. 
Every  perfon  hath  fomewhat  which  may  properly  be 
called  his  nakednefs  or  iharae,  in  a  figurative  fenfe^ 
fuch  as  a  weak  judgment,  i  nprudcncc,  inconfidera- 
tion,  injuftice,  cruelty,  avarice,  poverty,  or  contempt 
of  religion.  Over  that  he  Wudiouily  endeavours  to 
throw  a  veil,  that  it  may  be  \  referved  from  public 
obfervation.  Now  when  the  coverinj^  is  taken  away 
by  which  any  of  thefe  things  were  concealed,  then 
peoples  nakednefs  or  fharae,  is  l^id  open  to  the  in- 
fpedion  of  thofe  who  pollefs  penetration  and  dif- 
cernment.  In  this  fenfe  of  the  words,  they  foretold 
the  reproach  and  contempt  wherewith  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Babylon  were  to  be  vilited. — /  will  take 
vengeance^  &c.  The  God  of  Ifrael  explicitly  de- 
clares, that  he  would  execute  the  terrible  judgments 
he  had  denounced.  Vengeance  bclongeth  unto 
the  Lord,  and  he  will  repay  reconipcnfe  to  his  ad- 
verfaries  in  a  manner  fuitcd  to  his  infinite  majelty, 
and  the  atrocious  crimes  they  have  committed. — 
Jnd  I  it  ///  not  meet  thee  as  a  man,  whofe  compaflion 
may  induce  him  to  Ihew  ill  judged  forbearance  and 
clemency  ;  but  thou  fhalt  have  judgment  without 
mercy  who  haft  (hewed  no  mercy,  I  will  not  meet 
thee  with  the  juftice  of  a  man,  that  may  be  per- 
verted ;  but  with  that  impartial  equity  which  can 
peither  be  corrupted  nor  evaded.    I  will  not  meet 
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thee  with  the  anger  of  a  man,  which  for  certain  rea- 
Ibns,  may  be  concealed  or  deferred ;  but  with  my 
fierce  wrath  that  fhaU  inevitably  confume  thee ; 
for  wrath  bringeth  the  puni)ft)ment  of  the  fword, 
that  ye  may  know  that  there  is  a  judgment.  I  will 
Bot  meet  thee  with  the  ftrength  or  a  man,  that  may 
be  oppofed  or  vanquilhed ;  but  cbthed  with  omni- 
potence that  cannot  be  refilled ;  fo  that  it  ftiall  ap- 
pear that  it  is  not  the  vengeance  of  man,  but  of 
God. — L^t  us  beware  then  of  indulging  in  delicacy/ 
and  abufing  the  bleffings  We  enjoy,  left  we  provoke 
God  to  deprive  us  of  them,  and  punifti  us  for  our 
fin  and  folly, 

4  As  for  our  Redeemer,  the  LORD  of 
hofts  is  his  name,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael, 

The  church  is  here  introduced  exulting  in  Go4 
as  their  Saviour,  who  preferves  and  delivers  them 
not  by  human  power,  but  by  the  arm  of  hi?  omni- 
potence. Whilft  their  adverfaries  have  reafon  to 
be  overwhelmed  with  conftemation  and  dread,  at 
the  awful  threat enings •  denounced  againft  them; 
the  people  of  God  have  caufe  to  triupph  in  the  in- 
timate relations  wherein  he  ftands  conneded  with 
them. — As  for  our  Redeemer,  who  hath  engaged 
to  refcue  us  from  the  hands  of  our  enfemies,  to 
plead  our  caufe,  to  avenge  our  blood,  and  to  ad- 
vance us  to  profperity  and  happinefs ;  he  is  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  who  ruleth  m  heaven  and  earth ;  wha 
muftercth  the  armies  of  battle  ;  who  giveth  delive- 
rance and  vidory  to  whomfoever  he  pleafeth.  No 
weapon  therefore  that  is  formed  againft  us  can  pro- 
fper ;  falvation  is  of  the  Ixtfd,  ^md  it  becomes  us 
with  gratitude  and  joy  to  celebrate  his  power,  grace, 
and  faithfulnefs.     *  In  the  greatnefs  of  thine  excel- 

*  lency,  thou  haft  overthrown  them  that  rde  up  a- 

*  gainft  us  *.' — We  exult  alfo  in  this  mighty  Re- 
iteemer  as  the  Holy  one  of  Ifrael,  wl^o  is  righteous 

I  ,  i» 
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in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works ;  who 
hath  fet  us  apart  for  himfelf,  that  we  may  ftiew  forth 
his  praifcs  ;  who  fandlifies  us,  and  who  is  lan6tificd 
by  us.  We  may  then  certainly  conclude  that  he 
will  accomplilh  the  prorttifcs  he  hath  given  us,  and 
exert  his  power  in  our  behalf. 

5  Sit  thou  filent,  and  get  thee  into  dark- 
tiel's,  O  daughter  of  the  Chaldeans:  for  thou 
fhalt  no  more  be  called.  The  lady  of  king- 
doms. 

« 

Babylon  is  invited  to  bemoan  in  filence  and  ob- 
fcurity,  the  dreadful  calamities  wherewith  flie  was 
to  be  vifited.  In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  great  city  were  called  to  bewail 
their  degradation  from,  a  ftate  of  dignity  and  afflu- 
ence, and  their  having  fallen  into  meannefs  and 
contempt.  Here  they  are  introduced  in  a  defolatQ 
condition,  and  directed  to  mourn  and  lament  over 
the  grievous  judgments  they  were  to  fuffer.  ,  Sor- 
row naturally  wiihes  to  give  itfelf  vent  in  folitudc 
and  obfcurity,  where  its  effeds  cannot  be  obferved. 
Hence  in  the  Lamentations,  Jeremiah  having  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Lord  had  brought  him  into 
darknefs;  he  faith  of  the  man  that  beareth  the  yoke 
in  his  youth,  *  he  fitteth  alone  and  keepeth  filejace/*- 
The  reafon  why  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon  were 
required  to  be  filent  in  darknefs,  is  fubjoined  in  the 
foL  owing  words— jFi?r  thoujhalt  no  more  be  called  a 
lady  of  kingdoms.  She  was  no  longer  to  enjoy  the 
honourable  and  elevated  rank  which  fhe  poffefled 
under  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  Ihe  held 
a  very  extenfive  influence  over  many  kingdoms  ; 
over  Syria,Phoenicia,Egypt  and  Arabia,  Ssf^f.  Thefe 
nations  were  treated  by  her  as  handmaids  or  fer- 
vants  :  to  her  they  looked  up  as  to  their  miftrefs, 
and  according  to  her  commands  *  they  regulated 
their  movements.  By  the  execution  of  the  judg- 
ments 
'  *  Chap.  ill.  28.  f  Sec  Jcr.  12.  25. 
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ments  above  denounced,  the  people  of  Chaldca 
were  to  be  for  ever  cut  off  from  power  over  olher 
kingdoms,  and  divefted  of  their  former  pomp  and 
grandeur*  They  were  to  be  brought  into  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  Medes  and  Periians,  in  confequence 
whereof,  thofe  who  lived  in  delicacy  and  ^ikndor, 
were  to  fall  into  obfcurity  and  indigence. 

6f^I  was  wrpth  with  my  people,  IhavepoUu* 
ted  mine  inheritance,  and  given  them  into 
thine  hand :  thou  didft  fliew  them  no  mer-^ 
cy  i  upon  the  ancient  haft  thou  very  heavily 
laid  thy  yoke-, 

If  it  is  inquired  what  were  the  caufes  whicjh  con- 
tributed to  bring  down  upon  Babylon  the  fevere 
judgments  of  heaven.     To  thjs  queftio^i  a  fuU  re- 
ply is  given  in  this  and  the  veries  that  immediate- 
ly follow*    The  firft  mentioned,  and  one  of  the 
chief,  was  their  cruelty  toward  the  people  of  Gqd. 
The  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  was  wroth  with 
Judah,  becaufe  their  kings  had  done  evil  in  hi» 
Bght ;  becaufe  the  chief  of  the  priefls  and  the 
people,  tranfgrefled  very  much  after  all  the  abo- 
minations of  the  heathen;  and  polluted  the  houfc 
of  the   Lord  which  he  had  hallowed  in  Jerufa- 
lem — They  alfo  mocked  bis  meflengers,  and  dc-. 
fpifed  his  words.    Therefore  he  brought  upon  them 
the  king  of  the  Chaldees  who  flew  them  with  the 
fword,    and  them  that  had   efcaped  he    carried 
awHy  to  Babylon,  where  they  were  fervants  to  him 
and  his  fons  *.     In  this  manner  did  God  teftify  his 
jull  difpleafure  againft  the  Jewilh  people.—/  i^av^ 
polluted  mine  inheritance.     The  pofterity  of  Ifrael 
were  God*s  inheritance,  on  account  of  his  fpecial 
claim  to  them,  and  peculiar  care  about  them.  Not- 
withflanding  they  profaned  his  fabbaths,  his  fandu- 
ary,  and  his  ordinances  ;  therefore  did  God  pollute 
them  J)y  the  moft  debafing  diftrefies,  and  delivere<J. 

them 
*  See  2  Chron.  zxxvL  14.  ei/a^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  7-     PROPHECIES  of  ISAIAH^  527- 

them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  who  fliewed 
them  no  mercy,  but  with  unrelenting  rigour  afflidl- 
ed  and  opprefled  them. — Upon  the  ancient  hajl  thou 
very  heavily  laid  thy  yoke.  Inftead  of  pitying  the 
aged  under  their  infirmities,  and  of  treating  with- 
gentlcnefs  thofe  who  had  been  advanced  to  politi- 
cal and  ecclefiaftical  offices;  the  king  and  people  of 
Babylon  behaved  toward  perfoijs  of  all  ages,  and  of 
all  ranks  with  the  fame  tyranny  and  feverity.  They 
did  not  commiferate  the  ftate  of  their  captives ; 
they  did  not  ad  toward  them  with  clemency  ahd 
compaffion,  with  humanity  and  moderation,  but 
with  mercilefs  cruelty  *.  What  horrid  barbarity, 
was  Ihown  to  king  Zedekiah,  whofe  fons  were  (lain 
before  his  eyes,  then  his  eyes  were  put  out,  after 
which  he  was  bound  with  fetters  of  brafs  and 
carried  to  Babylon  f .  King  Jechoniah  was  con- 
fined for  thirty-feven  years  in  prifon  %-  And  as 
for  the  people,  you  may  fee  their  complaint,  Jer. - 
xxxi.  34,— Though  the  Lord  God  (harply  chattif- 
ed  the  Jewifli  people  for  their  aggravated  tranfgref- 
fions,  ftill  he  was  kindly  afFeded  toward  them,  and 
difcovered  tender  regard  for  their  intereft,  as  is  e- 
vident  from  the  predidions  before  us. 

7  %  And  thou  faidft,  I  (hall  be  a  lady  for 
ever:  fo  thiat  thou  did  ft  not  lay  thefe  things 
to  thy  heart,  neither  didft  remember  the  lat- 
ter end  of  it. 

Another  caufe  of  the  calamities  inflifted  on  the 
people  of  Babylon,  was  their  intolerable  pride,  and 
carnal  confidence  in  their  profperity,  which  they 
boafted  was  to  continue  throughout  all  generations. 
Though  changes  are  conftantly  taking  place  in  all 
human  afl&irs,^nd  in  the  governments  of  this  world; 
thou  haft  vauntingly  declared,  that  fuch  is  thy  fta- 
bility ;  that  thy  power  and  grandeur  Ihall  never 
have  an  end. — Thou  didji  not  lay  thefe  things  to  thy 

3  X  heart  J 

•  Sec  Lam.  iv.  16.        f  2  Kings- xxv.  7.         X  vcr.  27- 
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hearty  6t  properly  conlider  the  tranfitory  uncertain 
nature  of  all  fublunary  things,  and  the  fluduating 
condition  ofthegreateft  empires  that  ever  exifted 
on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  however  permanent^ 
they  appeared  for  a  time,  yet  by  fome  means  or  o- 
ther  they  foon  detayed  and  perifhed.  Had  you 
called  to  mind  this  obvious  truth  which  yout  vani- 
ty and  infenfibility  hath  induced  yoil  to  difregard, 
you  would  not  have  fooliflily  imagined  that  your 
city  and  kingdom  could  flourifh,  and  preferve  their 
vigour  and  influence  throughout  all  ages.  This 
vain-glorious  language  proceeds  from  pride,  confi- 
dence in  the  external  means  of  yotir  prefervation, 
andgtofs  inattention  to  the  hiftory  of  mankind.— 
Neither  didjl  remember  the  latter  end  of  it,  that  your 
city  fhall  certainly  be  buried  in  ruins,  and  that 
your  kingdom  Ihall  be  entirely  overthrown;  that 
your  pride  Arid  truft  in  your  own  power  and  for- 
trefTes,  (hall  brifig  upon  you  terrible  defolation 
and  dreadful  divine  judgments..*— The  Lord  know- 
eth  the  thoughts  of  man  that  they  are  vanity.  How 
different  ate  mens  apprehenfions  oft-times  refped- 
ing  their  prefent  and  future  condition,  from  the 
fentiments  they  ought  to  entertain  on  fubjedls,  very 
important  and  interefting  to  their  happinefs. 

8  Therefore  hear  now  this,  tbdu  that  art 
given.to  pleafures,  that  dwelleft  carelfelsly, 
that  fayefl  in  thine  heart,  I  am,  and  none 
elfe  befide  me ;  I  fhall  not  lit  aj-  a  widow, 
neither  fhall  I  know  the  lofs  of  children: 

The  third  procuring  caufe  of  the  defhruftion  of 
Babylon,  was  the  luxury,  voluptuoufnefs,  andfc- 
curity  of  its  citizens ;  crimes  that  are  odious  in  the 
fight  of  God,  and  feldora  fail  to  briftg  down  awful 
judgments  on  ttofe  who  indulge  in  them,  llat 
the  inhabitants  of  that  great  city  might  be  fenfible 
of  the  righteoufnefsolF  Jehovah  in  their  pimilhment, 
and  that  they  fuffered  nothing  but  what  they  defcr- 

ved; 
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yed  ;  he  calls  upon  them  to  attend  to  the  vices  to 
which  they  were  Ihamefiilly  addided.  Your  in- 
coniideration  and  forgetfulnefs  of  approachuig  ruin, 
renders  it  now  neceflary  for  you  ferioufly  to  heark- 
en to  the  information  I  am  about  to  communicate. 
— Tbou  that  art  given  to  pleafures^  to  luxury  and 
delicacy.  This  character  of  ancient  Babylon  in 
fome  meafure  belongs  to  the  chief  cities  of  all  ex- 
teniive  flouriihing  en^pires,  wherein  are  vaft  multi- 
tudes of  inhabitants,  many  rich  and  great,  men,  with 
plenty  of  all  kinds  of  the  bed  provifions.  The  fine 
fituation  of  the  metropolis  pf  Chaldea,  the  wealth 
of  her  citizens,  the  magnificence  of  then:  buildings, 
the  hanging  gardens,  with  other  circumftances,  con- 
tributed to  cherifli  their  fondnefs  for  pleafures ;  to 
which,  as  hiftorians  teftify,  they  were  remarkably 
addicted.  Indulgence  in  pleafure  begets  fecuri^y. 
— That  dwells  carelefsly.  The  prodigious  walls,  the 
ftrong  fortifications  whereby  the  city  was  defended, 
feemed  to  human  view  to  render  it  invincible,  and 
impoffible  to  be  won  by  force  or  allault.  Confi- 
dence that  the  city  was  encompafled  witb  an  im- 
pregnable defence,  fet  the  inhabitants  free  from 
fear  of  danger,  and  made  them  bid  defiance  to  an 
invading  enemy. — That  fayeft  in  thine  hearty  that 
thinkeft  and  judged — /  am  and  none  el/e,  &.c.  The 
exprefEon  refembles  the  fublime  charafter  which 
Jehovah  aflumed,  chap.  xlv.  5.  where  he  thus 
ipeaks^  ^  I  am  the  Lord  and  there  is  nc^e  elfe ; 

♦  ther^  is  no  God  befide  me.'  Its  meaning  feems  to 
be,  that  there  was  no  city  or  empire  in  the  world 
equal,  or  comparable  to  Babylon.  At  that  period 
there  were  exifting  many  refpedable  kingdoms, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  the  Medes,  the  Egyptians,  &.c.  but 
all  of  them  were  infericMr  in  extent,  opulence,  pow- 
er, and  grandeur,  to  that  which  was  emphatically 
denominated  *  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldees  excel- 

♦  lency  *•'  This  haughty  language  plainly  inti- 
mgtfs  that  Babylon  claimed  independent  exiftence, 

unrivalled 

*  (^hap.  xiii.  19. 
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unrivalled  perfecflion,  invincible  ftrength,  and  end* 
lefs  duration  ;  that  like  the  prince  of  Tyre,  her 
heart  was  lifted  up  becaufe  of  her  riches,  and  that 
Ihe  had  fet  her  heart  as  the  heart  of  God.-— It  is  ad- 
ded IJhall  not  fit  a  widow.  The  people  of  Baby- 
lon boafted  .  of  the  perpetuity  of  their  city  and  em- 
pire, which  they  vainly  imagined  ftiould  never  be 
deftitute  of  a  monarch  and  princes,  to  cherifh  and 
fupport,  to  direft  and  defend  them ;  nor  ever  fenfi- 
bly  feel  the  lofs  of  citizens,  who  were  confidered  as 
the  children  of  the  city. — Mark,  brethren,  the  fe- 
tal effeds  of  the  inordinate  indulgence  in  fenfual 
pleafure,  efpecially  when  accompanied  with  fecuri* 
ty  and  haughtinefs  of  fpirit.  It  diminifhes  induftry, 
frugality,  temperance,  and  oeconomy'.  It  introdu- 
ces indolence,  luxury,  effeminacy,  difcontent,  and 
contempt  of  religion,  evils  which  are  the  bane  of 
fociety  :  It  enervates  the  ftrength  of  a  people,  it 
renders  them  weak  and  contemptible,  and  an  eafy 
prey  to  their  ambitious  neighbours.  And  above 
all,  it  brings  down  the  righteous  judgments  of  A|* 
mighty  God,  as  it  d'd  upon  Babylon, 

9  But  thefe  two  things  fhall  come  to  thee 
in  a  moment  in  one  day,  the  lofs  of  children, 
and  widowhood:  they  fhall  come  upon  the^ 
in  their  perfection,  for  the  multitude  of 
thy  forceries,  and  for  the  great  abundance  of 
thine  inchantments. 

The  citizens  of  Babylon  were  to  be  vifited  by 
thofe  direful  calamities  which  they  leaft  expe(9:ed, 
and  which  they  boafted  were  never  to  befol  them. 
The  righteous  God  often  punifhes  men  in  the  very 
thing  wherein  they  finned,  and  renders  the  matter 
of  their  vain-glory  the  mean  of  their  punilhmcnt. 
A  remarkable  inl^ance  of  this  fort  lies  now  before 
us.  Babylon  was  confident  that  (he  fliould  never 
fit  a  widow  and  fee  the  lofs  of  children.     Both  of 

thefo 
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thefe  calamities  were  to  come  upon  them  fuddenly 
and  unexpededly  in  a  mament.  If  their  condition 
was  ip  this  manner  to  be  lieverfed,  they  might  have 
imagined  that  thefe  evik  would  overtake  them  at 
drfFerent  periods. '  This  our  Prophet  denies,  affirm- 
ing that  both  ihould  come  iipon  them  in  one  day. 
They  might  have  encouraged  themfelves  with  hopes 
of  fome  mitigation  of  their  diftreflfes,  that  though 
fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  city  and  em- 
pire were  cut  off,  yet  others  might  be  left  who 
would  fill  their  places.  To  let  them  know  the  va- 
nity of  fuch  expeftations,  they  were  informed  that 
both  tlie  bereavements  mentioned  were  to  come  up- 
on them  in  their  perfeSlion. — The  exaft  accomplifh- 
ment  of  this  predidlion,  may  be  feen  in  the  hiftory 
of  thQ  overthrow  of  this  great  city  and  empire  by 
Gyrus  kmg  of  Perfia,  to  which  I  have  ha^  repeated- 
ly occafion  to  refer.  The  reafon  of  this  defolation 
is  immediately  fubjoined. 

For  the  multitude,  8tc.  The  forceries  intended,. 
Bxre  the  charms,  exorcil'ms,and  pretended  miracles, 
whereby  the  people  were  feduced  to  idolatry  ;  the 
numberlefs  artificial  methods  employed  to  retain 
them,  in  the  praftice  of  the  mod  abominable  fuper- 
ftitions,  to  poifpn  and  deftroy  them.  Inchantments 
were  thofe  furprifing  things  which  were  affirmed 
to  have  been  done  by^  a  fupematural influence;  th6 
interpretation  of  omens  of  different  kinds  by  thofe 
who  faid  they  had  intercourfe  with  ferpents  and 
demons.  Of  thefe  magical  arts,  to  which  the  Chal- 
deans and  other  eaftem  natipns  were  much  addidled, 
there  were  a  great  multitude,  fuch  as  we  at  this 
diftance  of  time  and  place  cannot  enumerate.  Thefe 
things,  were  highly  offenfive  to  the  Lprd  God,  and 
brought  down  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon,  the 
awful  judgriients  here  denounced  againft  them*, 

r 

ip  ^  For  thou  hall  tfufted  in  tty  wick- 

ednefs 

*  This  fubjc6l  is  finely,  lUuftrated  by  Newton  in  his  Diffcru^ 
tjons  on  the  Prophecies,  vol.  i. 
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ednefs :  thou  haft  faid,  None  feeth  me,  thy 
wifdom  and  thy  knowledge,  it  hath  pervert- 
ed thee,  and  thou  haft  faid  in  thine  heart,  I 
am^  and  none  elfe  befide  me. 

Another  caufc  of  the  deftrudtion  of  Babylon,  is 
here  ftated  and  Ihortly  illuftrated.  The  firft  article 
fpecified  in  the  charge,  is  exprefled  in  thcfe 
words— 7i&^«  bajh  trujied  in  thy  wiciednefs.  Had 
ihe  been  arraigned  with  having  confided  in  her  own 
firength,  great  as  it?  was,  the  charge  would  have 
been  heavy ;  for  Jehovah  hath  pronounced  them 
curfed  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  maketh  fleihtheii 
arm  ;  but  the  crime  (he  had  committed  was  fiill 
more  atrocious ;  fhe  had  confided  in  her  wickedneis; 
in  her  ill  gotten  wealth  and  power,  in  her  trea- 
chery, oppreffion,  tyranny,  and  cruelty.  They 
bad  inriched  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  people ;  they  detained  them  long  in  captivity ; 
pay,  they  are  reprefented  as  making  the  earth  to 
tremble,  as  ihaking  kingdoms,  making  the  world  a 
wildc«iefs,  deftroying  the  cities  thereof,  and  not 
opening  the  houfe  of  their  prifoners.  In  this  wick- 
ednefs  they  trufted,  as  exhibiting  a  proof  of  their 
unrivalled  greatnefs,  and  uncontrolled  dominion— 
TbQU  hajlfaidy  N9nefe€tb  me.  None  obferves  my 
wickedneis  and  injuftice,  my  oppreffion  and  cruelty, 
and  other  enormous  crimes,  that  hath  right  or  power 
to  call  me  to  account,  ^nd  to  infli(^  punifliment. 
This  atheiftical  temper  the  Pfalmiil  I)avid  informs 
lis,  prevailed  in  his  tim^.  Men  encouraged  them- 
felves in  villany,  and  every  fpecies  of  tranfgrefflon, 
by  the  vain  perfuafion  that  God  did  not  regard 
their  condudl  *  They  fay,  the  Lord  Ihall  not  fee; 
*  neither  fhall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  •/A  fimibr 
.  difpofition  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  ancients  of  the 
houfe  of  Ifirael,  in  the  tiine  of  the  prophet  Ezekicl. 
They  faid,  '  The  Lord  feeth  us.  not ;  •  he  liath  for- 

falcD 
f  Pfel.  jtciv,  7. 
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faken  the  earth  *.    Such  was  their  fcepticifm,  that 
they  denied  the  divine  oniniprefence ;  fuch  was 
their  infidelity,  that  they  requefted  not  his  affift- 
ance  ;  and  fuch  was  theif  haughty  infolence,  that 
they  charged  God  with  having  deferted  this  world; 
and  that  he  allowed  people  to  think,  and  fpeak, 
and  aft  as  they  pleafed.     And  fuch  was  the  proud 
J)lafphemou8  language  of  the  citizens  of  Babylon. 
Tby  ivifdcm  and  thy  knowledge,  it  hath  perverted 
thee.     Thy  political  knowledge^  thy  craft  and  cun- 
ning difplayed  in  the  adittiniftration  of  thy  a^irs, 
particularly  in  reducing  to  fervitude,  and  in  the 
mod  iniquitous  manner  detaining  in  captivity  the  * 
inhabitants  of  Judea,  and  of  other  countries^ — ^This 
bad  poUcy  which  thou  haft  adopted,  hath  perverted, 
or  as  the  Hebrew  Word  figdifies,  hath  turned  thee 
out  of  the  right  way ;  it  hath  elated  thee  with  pride, 
made  thee  forget  thy  dependant  condition,  and  ne- 
^eft  to  attribute  all  thy  profperity  and  fuccefe  to 
divine  Providence. — And  thouhaftfaid  in  thine  hearty 
I  am^  and  none  elfe  bejide  me.     The  heavy  charge 
laid  againft  Babylon  in  ver.  8th  of  this  chapter  is 
again  repeated,  to  give  it  the  greater  energy  and 
weight,  and  to  intimate  the  atrocity  of  the  crime 
here  fpecified.     By  thb  prefumptuous  language, 
did  Babylon  arrogate  to  herfelf  the  high  charadler 
and  peculiar  prerogative  of  Deity,  and  incurred  the 
dreadful  judgments  of  the  Almighty. — Let  us  be- 
ware of  fpeaking  and  adling  as  fhe  did,  of  boafting 
of  our  abilities,  of  trufting  to  ourfelves,  and  of  a- 
fcribing  our  fuccefles  to  our  own  prudence  and  fa- 
gacity,  left  we  participate  with  her  in  her  plagues. 

1 1  Therefore  Ihall  evil  come  upon  thee  ; 
thou  fhalt  not  know  from  whence  it  rifeth, 
and  mifchief  fhall  ifall  upon  thee ;  thou  fhalt 
not  be  able  to  put  it  ofTj  and  defolation  fhall 
come  upon  thee  fuddenly,  which  (liou  fhalt 
not  know. 

The 
♦  Chap,  xviii.  12. 
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The  terrible  punifhment,  is  defcribed  in  ihefe 
words,  which  was  to  be  inflifted  on  Babylon  on  ac- 
count of  her  complicated  wickednefs.  The  predid:- 
ed  calamity  is  reprefented  as  a  great  ftorm,  which 
fuddeiily  arifes  in  forae  eaftern  countries,  and  blows 
with  fuch  violence  as  to  fpread  devaftation  and 
luin  wherever  its  fury  extends.  In  like  manner, 
divine  jvidgmcnts  were  unexpectedly  toXeize  upon. 
thofe  who  were  guilty  of  the  crimes  above  men- 
tioned, and  irrefiftibly  to  overwhelm  them  in  irre- 
trievable rum — Thotfjhdlt  n&t  know  from  whence  it 
rifeth.  Notwithftand^g, their  political  wifdom  and 
aittronomical  knowledge,  the  threatened  evils  were 
not  to  be  forefeen  by  them,  they  were  not  to  per- 
ceive the  caufes  from  which  they  proceeded,  the 
quarter  from  which  tWy  canje,  nor  the  tiihe  where- 
in they  were  to  be  infliqled.— ^«</  niijchief  Jioall  fall 
upon  thecy  &c.  Uke .  a  horrible  tempeft  which  thou 
Ihalt  not  be  able  to  avert,  or  efcape,  or  by  any 
mcians  to  evade ;  the  miferies  determined  to  lay 
thee  w^e  by  the  righteous  Lord  of  the  univerfe 
fhall  feize  upon  thee. — And  (isolation  /ball  comer 
upon  ibecj  &c.  Another  circumftance  relative  to 
the  threatened  deftrudion,  is  here  noticed  ;  namely, 
the  fuddennefs  of  its  approach,  with  the  furpriic 
and  atlqniihment  to  which  it  (hould  give  riliv  It 
was  to  come  unexpe^edly,  when  the  citizens  of 
Babylon  were  in  profound  fecurity,  infenfible  of 
ipipendhig  danger.  Then  :their  defolation  came  in 
as  an  overflowing  flood,  that  fweeps  away  eTery 
thing  v/ithin  its  reach ;  and  their  deilruftion,  as  a 
whirlwind  that  arifes  in  a  moment,  and  fpreads  a- 
ftonifliment  and  terror  wherever  it  comes. — ^The 
hiftory  of  this  event,,  perfeftly  accords  with  this  pro- 
phecy. The  calanoity  which  fell  upon  Babylon, 
was  inflifted  by  means  of  the  Perlians,  from  whom 
no  danger  feems  to  have  been  appreheitded.  Though 
the  operations  and  intentions  of  Cyrus  employed  in 
befieging  the  city  could  not  be  unknown  to  the  in- 
habitants, yet  were  they  quite  ignorant  rf  the  way 
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-whereby  the  invading  enemy  were  to  get  within 
tiie  w^^  lyicl  nothing  that  they  iefs  dreaded  in  the 
fatal  night  wherein  they  were  beyond  me^afure  fur- 
prized  with  the  threatened  mifchief  that  fuddenly 
befd  them. 

1 2  Stand  now  with  thine  inchantments^ 
and  with   th'e   multitude  of  thy  forceries, 
wherein  thou  haft  laboured /rom  thy  youth; 
if  fo  be  thou  ftialt  be  able  to  porofit,  if  fo  be^ 
iboa  mayeft  prevaiL 

Our  Prophet  addrefles  in  farcaftical  language  the 
proud  city  and  empire  of  Babylon,  who  gloried  in. 
their  aftroaomical  knowledge  and  magical  arts,  in 
order  to  convince, them  of  their  vanity  and  utter 
iafufficiency  to  their  prefervation.  In  the  name  of 
the  God  of  Ifrael^  he  calls  upon  them  to  bring  forth 
their  diviners,  foothfayers,  and  perfons  of  this  fort 
of  every  denomination,  to  try  if  by  their  curious  de- 
vices they  could  aSbrd  them  <any  aififtance  in  the 
day  of!  djiftrefs.  Employ  your  charms  and  fpells, 
your  forceries,  witchcrafts,  and  magical  arts,  to 
which  you  have  been  greatly  addi£ked,  and  which. 
you  have  affiduoufly  culrivated,  from  the  early  pe- 
riod in  which  your  city  and  kingdc»ii  began  to 
flouriih,and  to  acquire  llrength  and  celebrity  among 
the  nadons*  Bring  to  your  aid  all  the  fluU  in  di- 
vination,  that  after  long  ftudy  you  have  attained, 
and  tr^  if  in  the  ptefeut  alarming  cri&s  it  can  af« 
ford-.yau  any  real  benefit,  by  proteding  you  from- 
the  boftile  defigns  of  your  enemies,  and  giving  you 
conqueft  and  vidory, 

13  Thou  art  wearied  in  the  multitude  of 
thy  counfels  :  let  now  the  aftrologers,  the 
ftargazers,  the  monthly  prognofticators, (land 
up,  and  fave  thee  from  tbe/e  things  that  (hall 
come  upon  thee. 
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Difappointed,  and  unable  to  obtain  relief 
from  the  deliberations  and  advices  of  thy  wife 
men,  who  have  been  employed  in  coUeding  their 
obfervations,  that  they  might  aflure  thee  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  thy  profperity,  thou  haft  .waited  in 
vain  for  the  favourable  events  they  taught  thee  to 
exped. — Lei  ntnv  the  ajlrologen^  &c.  On  the  pre- 
fent  emergency,  call  forth  to  your  afliftance  tbofo 
who  with  great  attention  have  ftudied  the  planets^ 
that  from  their  pofition  stnd  afped  they  may  foretel 
the  future  deftiny  of  perfons,  cities,  and  kingdoms ; 
and  let  them  exert  all  their  Ikill  and  abilities  in  your 
favour.  The  contemplation  of  the  ftars,  and  the 
other  celeftial  orbs,  for  the  purpofe  Kyi  prognoftica- 
ting  things  to  come,  is  reprehended  by  the  prophet 
as  a  finful  pradice,  which  tends  to  withdraw  mens 
dependence  from  God,  and  to  place  their  confidence 
on  uncertain  appearances  that  are  continually  vary- 
ing. Indeed  all  the  vifible  works  of  God,  efpecially 
the  heavens  that  declare  his  glory,  ought  to  be  dili- 
gently contemplated  and  admired ;  that  men  may 
be  induced  to  adore  their  great  Creator  and  Lord, 
who  hath  ftretched  out  fuch  a  glorious  canopy  over 
the  earth,  enlightened  by  innumerable  luminaries, 
fliining  with  incomparable  luftre  and  brilliancy. 
They  ought  to  be  accurately  viewed,  even  as  a  care- 
ful obferVer  looks  at  an  elegant  maniion,  that  he 
may  difcern  its  fymmetry,  grandeijir,  and  conveni- 
encies,  and  difcoVer  the  abilities  of  the  Architcft 
by  whom  it  was  reared.  But  tp  gaze  at  the  hea- 
venly bodies,to  acquire  from  them  a  knowledge  they 
were  not  intended' to  impart,  was  the  (in  and  folly 
of  thofe  who  are  here  mentioned.— The  only  cha- 
radler  that  require^  to  be;  npticed  were  the  monthly 
prognofticators,  who  pretended,  from  the  fituation 
and  appearance  of  the  moon,  to  foretel  the  events* 
that  were  to  happen  during  the  currency  of  that 
month.  Perfons  of  the  feveral  defcriptions  here 
given,  are  called  to  ftand  up  and  fave  Babylon  from 
t^ireatened  judgments--;in  a  pofture  of  leadineis 
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to  give  diredion  as  to  thpfe  meafures  that  might 
preferve  hor  froi;i  impending  deilrudion.  Since 
they  prefumptuoully  imagine  they  can  effeft  your 
deliverance,  and  refcue  you  from  danger  by  their 
policy  and  power,  let  them  try  if  by  their  united 
efforts,  they  can  refcue  you  from  calamity.  If  they 
cannot  maintain  you  in  fafety,  then  know  that  the 
God  oflfrael  alone  is  Jehovah  the  Moft  High  over 
all  the  earth,  who  is  able  to  fave  and  to  deflroy. 

14  Behold,  they  fliall  be  as  ftubble ;  the 
fire  fhall  burn  them ;  they  Ihall  not  deliver 
themfelves  from  the  power  of  the  flame : 
there  Jhall  not  be  a  coal  to  warm  at,  nor  fire 
to  fit  before  it. 

Attentively  confider  the  miferable  condition  to 
which  perfons  of  the  above  defcription  (hall  cer- 
tainly be  reduced* — They  Jhall  be  as  ftubble^  which 
is  reckoned  of  no  value,  and  of  little  ufe ;  fo  that 
they  Iball  be  proper  fuel  for  the  fire  to  confume. 
^^The fire  Jhall  burn  tbenu  Divine  judgments,  which 
are  here  fignified  by  the  well  known  emblem  of  fire 
that  bums  the  combuftible  materials  that  are  cail 
into  it,  fliall  fuddenly  feize  upon  them,  and  entirely 
devour  them.  Their  deftrudion  fliall  be  terrible, 
tormenting,  and  irrefiftible. — They  Jhall  not  deliver 
themfelves^  &c.  They  fliall  not  be  able  by  their  charms 
and  magical  arts,  to  extricate  themfelves  from  irre^ 
trieyable  ruin,  to  flop  defolating  judgments,  to  e- 
fcape,  or  remove  the  miferies  that  fliall  come  upon 
them.  An  their  devices  and  efforts  fliall  prove  as 
inefTedual  to  preferve  them  from  threatened  calami- 
ties, as  to  prevent  the  rain  firom  falling  on  the  earth, 
—'There  hall  not  be  a  c<uU.  The  fire  fliall  bum 
with  fuch  violence  as  entirely  to  confume  them, 
and  none  of  them  fliall  remain  to  ferve  any  ufeful 
purpofe.  After  the  period  referred  to,  thofe  who 
profeiled  to  be  aftrologers,  forcererf,  and  prognofti- 
cators,  loft  their  repuutioa  and  iniiuence,  whilft 
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their  delufive  arts  were  exploded  and  ccHidenmed. 
And  though  aniong  the  Perfians,  the.  Greeks,  and 
the  Romans,  there  were  fome  who  continued  to 
pradife  tliefe  fciences,  they  were  confidered  by  wife 
and  judicious  men  as  falfe  and  inexplicable.  * 

15  Thtts  ihall  they  be   unto  thee  with 

whom  thou  haft  laboured,  even  thy  merchants 

from  thy  youth :  they  fhall  wander  every 

otie  to  his  quarter;  none  fhall  fa\re  thee. 
I 

In  the  feafon  of  danger  and  diftrefsno  manner  of 
benefit  Was  to  accrue  to  Babylon  from  footh&yers 
DT  merchants,  two  clafles  of  citizens  which  were 
moft  deeply  interefted  in  her  profperity.  The  mi- 
ferable  fate  of  thofe  who  ftudied  and  pradUfed  di- 
vination, who  for  a  long  time  had  been  cherMhed, 
refpefted,  and  applauded  by  the  inhabitants,  hath 
been  already  announced.  And  as  to  mercantile 
people  who  refided  among  them,  and  had  acquired 
great  wealth— y^^jf  fhall  wander  every  >  one  to  bis 
quarter.  Thofe  who  efcaped  from  the  general  de- 
folation  were  every  one  to  (hift  for  himfelf :  dtfcover- 
ing  no  folicitude  about  the  public  welfare,  each  was 
to  confult  his  own  fefety;  all  were  to  flee  in  various 
dheAions  to  the  places  where  they  once  relided ;  or 
hoped  to  find  feme  friends  or  connexions.  Even 
thofe  who  in  time  paft  were  refpeded  and  honour- 
ed, Ihould  with  great  precipitation,  betake  them- 
fclves  to  flight.— Enough  hath  been  faid  on  this 
fubjefl:,  which  1  fhall  conclude,  after  having  tecA  u 
'  few  words. 

^Whilft  the  prophecy  we  have  been  confldering 
indubitably  refers  to  ancient  Babylon^  delineates 
the  caufes  which  contributed  to  ^reduce  it  to  ruins, 
and  the  overthrow  of  thaf  great  city  by  the  Medes 
and  ?erlians ;  may  we  not  confiderit  as  predifting 
^the  fall  of  myflical  Babylon  under  the  New  Tefla- 
ment?  Befides.  its  literal  fulfilment,  it  may  have 
a  more  full  aocompliAment,  in  the  diferiminating 
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chara£lers'and  terrible  overthrow  of  the  great  city, 
that  b  figuratively  fo  called.  The  learned  Dr  Kurd, 
Bifliop  of  Worcefter,  in  his  Introdu6tioii.to  the  Study 
of  the  Prophecies,  fpeaking  of  the  Reformation  rf 
long  opprefled,  and  much  adulterated  religion,  ob- 
fcrves  *,  This  important  work  was  begun  and  pro- 
fecuted  on  the  common  principle,  that  the  Bilhop 
of  Rome  was  Antichrift,  and  the  great  feparatioa 
from  the  Church  of  Rome  was  ^very  where  juftifi. 
-cd  on  this  idea,  that  Rome  was  the  Babylon  of  the 
Revelations ;  and  that  Chriftians  were  bound  hy  an 
.exprefs  command  in  thofe  prophecies  to  (;ome  out 
.erf  her  communioa.— Why  thtn  (fays  he  f)  was 
fuch  an  emblem  employed  ?  The  reafon  is  obvious. 
It  was  becaufe  Babylon  was  the  firit  of  all  idola- 
trous cities,  and  the  fitteft  to  emblematize  the  enor« 
mous  guilt,  or  to  fet  in  full  light  the  exteniive  in« 
fluence  of  idolatrous  Rome.  For  each  in  its  turn 
wa$  the  mother  of  harlots  and  abominations  of  the 
earth;  the  fcvmer  corrupting  the  heathen  world, 
and  the  latter  the  Chriftian.  If  then,  with  the  ce- 
lebrated Vetringa,  we  apply  this  prophecy  to  Ba- 
bylon under  the  New  Teftament,  we  have  not  on- 
ly a  graphical  defcription  of  her  wickednefs,  but  a 
remarkable  predidion  of  her  defolation  and  com- 
plete overthrow.  In  this  profpeft,  whilft  others  be- 
wail her  ruin,  let  us  be  prepared  to  obey  the  fum- 
mons  given  by  the  apoftle  John  in  the  Revelations  if. 
Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  ye  celeftial  inhabi- 
tants, and  ye  holy  apoftles  and  prophets,  ye  nioft 
-diftinguilhed,  honourable  charaders,  in  the  church, 
for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.— And  let  us  u- 
nitc  with  the  great  voice  of  much  people,  faying, 

*  Alleluia ;  falvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and 
'  power,  unto  the  Lord  our  God ;  for  true  and 

*  iigbteous  are  his  judgmeat&§* 

PRELI- 

•  Vol.  II.  p.  37.  of  the  4tli  edit.        f  P.  169.        t  Ctap. 
a^vili.  20.        (  Chap.  xix.  i,  Z. 
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THE  fourth  difcpurfe  contained  in  the  fourth 
book  of  Ifaiah's  prophecies,  which  is  recorded 
ill  the  chapter  that  lies  now  before  us,  is  compofed 
of  two  diftmft  parts.  Having  eftablifhed  the  di\i- 
nity  pf  the  God  of  Ifrael,  by  thtf  accompliflimerJt 
of  the  predidions  ancietitly  delivered  by  his  fer- 
vants,  which  gave  evidence  that  thofe  more  re- 
cently announced  refpefting  the  overthrow  of  Ba- 
bylon, and  the  captivity  of  the  Jcwiih  people, 
would  be  fulfilled  in  due  fcafon — Our  Prophet  pro- 
ceeds in  the  nanje  of  God  fliarply  to  reprove  the  ob- 
llinate  unbelieving  Jews,  who  were  ftrongly  inclin- 
ed to  idoktry,  notwithftanding  they  oblerved  the 
rites  inftituted  in  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God.  For 
this  purpofe,  he  correAly  delineates  their  temper 
and  charafter,  and  fpecifies  feveral  caufes  which 
contributed  to  render  them  very  reprehenfible,  and 
criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  ver.  i — 8.*— He  then 
afliires  them,  that  notwithftanding  they  were  to  be 
thrown  into  the  furnace  of  affUdion  as  the  juft 
puniflmient  of  their  fins,  that  he  might  purify 
them  from  their  iniquity ;  he  would  refcue  them 
from  calamity,  and  thereby  difplay  his  own  glory, 
ver.  9— II. — After  .which,  he  addreflTes  them  in  a 
more  mild  and  gentle  manner,  admoniftiing  thcnci, 
that  the  rejedion  of  his  truths,  and  the  difobediencc 
of  his  laws,  brought  upon  them  the  fevere  judg- 
ments with  which  they  were  to  be  vifited,  ver.  1  ^ 
— ^^19. — Having  direfted  them  to  leave  Babylon  at 
the  time  of  their  liberation,  and  to  return  to  thehr 
own  country,  he  declares  they  ihould  enjoy  the 
bleflings  of  his  goodnefs,  whilft  the  wicked  and  in- 
corrigible were  deftitute  qf  all  true  comfort  and 
felicity,  v«r.  20,  to  the  end. 
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CHAP.    XLVm. 

HEAR  ye  this,  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  which 
are  called  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,  and 
are  come  forth  out  of  the  waters  of  Judah ; 
which  fwear  by  the  name  of  the  LORD,  and 
make  mention  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  but  not 
in  truth,  nor  in  righteoulhefs.  ^ 

Ifaiah  pathetically  addrefles  the  Jewifh  people, 
folemnly  demanding  their  clofeft  attention  to  what 
he  was  to  deliver.  They  are  denominated  by  va- 
rious charad:ers,  fuitable  to  the  defign  of  our  Pro- 
phet, on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  begins  with  their 
well-known  extradion,  of  which  they  often  boafted 
— O  hQufe  t)f  Jacob y  on  whom  the  Lord  God  confcr-L 
red  many  fignal  proofs  of  his  diftmguiftiing  favour ; 
the  renowned  progenitor  from  whom  yon  are  de- 
fcended, — Who  are  called  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,  to 
whom  God  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  give  this  deligna- 
tion,  becaufe,  as  a  prince  he  had  power  with  him 
and  prevailed,  to  obtain  the  bleffing ;  a  memorable 
tircumftance,  which  ought  to  have  induced  you  to 
refemble  your  illuftrious  anceftor  in  temper  and 
cofiduti. — And  are  come  forth  of  the  waters  of  Ju" 
dahy  who  was  the  chief  among  his  brethren,  and 
to  whom  belonged  the  privilege  of  primogeniture, 
judah  is  here  elegantly  reprelented  as  a  fountain 
from  whence  his  pofterity  iflued,  as  the  ftreams  pro- 
ceed from  the  fpring  in  which  they  take  their  rife. 
--^ho fwear  by  the  name  of  the  Lord^  folenmly  in- 
voking him  as  your  witnefs  and  judge  when  enter- 
ing into  covenant  with  him,  and  obferving  thofe  fa- 
cred  rites  whereby  you  profefled  to  be  of  the  fame 
religion  with  your  fethers, — And  make  mention  (f 
the  God  of  Ifrael  in  your  public  feftivals  and  fre- 
quent facrifices,  and  on  other  folemn  occafions  in 
which  you  celebrate  his  praifes,  as  infinitely  power- 
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ful,  excellent,  and  glorious  ;  and  as  joar  God,  the 
great  founder,  prefenrer,  and  deliverer  of  your  nation. 
-^^Bui  not  intruth^  nor  in  rigbteoufnefs.  -All  this 
fpecious  profeffion,  highly  honourable  to  the  Jewifli 
nation,  was,  however,  conjoined  with1)afe  hypocrify 
and  dilEmulation,  Their  public  reverence  for  the 
true  God  was  an  afiumed  delufive  appearance. 
Their  heart  was  not  right  wrtlj  God,  they  were  un- 
iledfaft  and  perfidious  in  hi»  covenant ;  they  weie 
not/ound  in  his  (latutes.  Inflead  of  trufting  in  Je- 
hovah,  they  confided  in  their  own  performances ; 
infiead  of  afcribing  the  benefits  they  enjoyed  to  the 
tmmerited  goodnefs  of  God,  they  attributed  them 
to  their  own  merits ;  and  indulged  thofe  criminal 
difpofitions  which  were  inoonfiftent  with  integrity 
and  uprightnefs  before  God,  who  requires  that  hi^ 
fervice  be  performed  in  truth  and  rigbteoufhefi.— 
Hear  ye  this.  To  you  who  are  of  this  defcription  \ 
dired;  my  difcourfe.  Place'yourfelves  in  a  hearing 
poftute^  that  the  intenfe  application  of  your  minds 
may  be  difcovered  in  your  attitude  and  geftures. 
Liflen  with  diligence  and  candour  to  the  reproofs  I 
admiuiiler,  the  arguments  I  adduce,  the  duries  I  in* 
culcate,  and  the  afliirances  that  I  give  you.  Hear- 
ken now  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  if,  perhaps,  your 
obdurate  hearts  may  be  mollified,  your  confciences 
convinced,  jwmI  your  converfion  from  your  evil  ways 
happily  effeded.-r*The  demand  that  Ifaiah  made 
upon  his  countrymen,  I  make  upon  you,  brethren, 
who  enjoy  fuperior  advantages  to  the  children  of 
Xfrael,  who,  like  them,  profefs  to  be  the  people  of 
God ;  though,  alas !  the  charge  of  infincerity  may 
be  brought  againil  not  a  few.  Hear  this  counfel^ 
and  receive  inftrudion,  that  you  may  be  wife  in 
your  latter  end.  And  may  God  open  your  eare 
to  difqipline,  and  command  that  you  return  final 
iniquity. 

a  For  they  call  themfelves  of  the  holy  ci- 
ty. 

•  Job  xzyvi.  xo.  ^fil- 
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ty;  and  ftay  thcmfelves  upon  the  God  of  11^ 
rael ;  the  LORD  of  hofts  is  his  name. 

.  The  cbaiaflker  given  in  the  former  vcrfe  is  here 
illuibttted  and  confirmed — For  they  call  them/elves^ 
$cc.  Jerufalem  was  the  holy  city  which  the  Lord 
God  w^  pleafed  to  appropriate  to  himfelf,  in  which 
he  chofe  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  refide ;  where  flood 
the  temple,  the  throne  of  his  glory,  honoured  with 
his  gracious  prefence;  and  where  the  folemn  fervices 
of  his  worlhip  were  performed.  Thither  the  tribes 
of  Jacob  Went  up  to  the  teftimony  of  Ifrael,  to  give 
thank$  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  herx«e  it  had 
the  name  of  the  holy  city.  The  peifons  who  were 
primarily  addreiled  called  themfelves  of  this  holy 
city,  publicly  profeffing  that  they  were  the  wor- 
llHppers  of  the  tme  and  living  God,  who  was  there 
honoured  and  extolled. — And  Jiay  tbemfehei  upon 
tb€  God  of  IfraeL  They  pretended  to  put  their 
truft  in  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the  Governor  of  the  uni-  ^ 
Terfe,  to  have  recourfe  to  him  in  every  emergency^ 
and  to  implore  his  help  who  is  the  gracious  deliverer 
of  his  people. — The  Lord  oj  bofis  is  bis  name.  He 
created,  he  fupports,  and  governs  all  the  innumer* 
able  armies  of  creatures  in  heaven  and  earth ;  and 
employs  them  in  executing  his  wife  and  gracious 
purpofes.  ,Ndtwithftanding  he  mercifully  delivered 
them  from  dangers  and  diftrelTes,  they  were  un* 
thankful,  and  difobedient;  and  after  being  reftored 
to  tranquillity  and  fafety,  they  plainly  Ihewed  by 
their  conduft,  that  they  were  urged  by  neceffity 
and  not  by  choice,  to  fupplicate  the  divine  interpo- 
lition.  Such  was  the  odious  temper  and  practice  of 
inany  among  the  Jews  during  the  period  wherein  . 
our  Prophet  exerofed  his  miniftry  j  in  confequence 
of  which  they  proudly  rejeded  his  difcourfes,  they 
vilified  his  predi6lions,  and  treated  with  contempt 
his  falutary  admonitions*  Living,  however,  under 
the  good  government  of  a  pious  prince,  they  pro^ 
felTed  the  religion  of  their  coimtry. — ^In  order  to 
Vol.  III.  3  Z  reach 
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reach  convidion  to  their  minds,  they  are  informed 
by  this  animated  addref?,  that  the  privileges  they 
enjoyed,  under  the.  covert  of  which  they  indulged 
in  malice  and  hypocrify,  were  to  them  of  no  real 
importance  or  utility,  when  feparated  from  integri- 
ty and  righteoufhefs,  tflential  to  the  character  of 
Kraelites  indeed,  and  true  citizens  of  ^on — that 
the  prerogatives  which  they  highly  extolled,  if  not 
joined  with  uprightnefs,  humility,  and  holinefs,  were 
of  no  avail  in  the  fight  of  God;  and  that  unlefs  they 
repented,  the  advantages  they  poffefled  would  great- 
ly aggravate  their  condemnation — that  if  they  glo- 
ried in  their  fathers,  they  ought  to  follow  their  good 
examples,  to  imitate  the  faith,  the  truft,  and  pa- 
tience of  Jacob,  the  well  known  generous  difpofi- 
tion  of  Judah — that  if  called  by  the  holy  city,  they 
ought  to  prove  their  citiienftiip,  by  the  fandity  of 
their  manners — and  that  if  they  made  mention  of 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  this  fliould  be  done  in  truth 
and  righteoufnefs.  Hence  all  the  epithets  ufed  in 
the  verfes  we  have  been  confidering  are  evidently 
intended,  not  only  to  enforce  compKance  with  the 
call  to  ferious  attention,  but  to  give  greater  energy 
and  weight  to  the  following  reproof. 

3  I  have  declared  the  former  things  from 
the  beginning ;  and  they  went  forth  out  of 
my  mouth,  and  I  fhewed  them :  I  did  tbem 
fuddenly,  and  they  came  to  pafs. 

The  firft  argument  here  brought  forward  to  cfta- 
blifh  the  deity  qf  the  God  of  Ifrael,  is  taken  from 
the  prophecies  delivered  by  his  ferv  ants  in  ancient 
times,  refpefting  improbable  fortuitous  events  which 
had  adhjally  happened.  This  proof,  adapted  to 
the  meaneft  capacity,  which  demonftrated  at  once 
the  fupreme  divinity  of  Jehovah,  and  the  divine 
miffion  of  our  Prophet,  was  with  great  propriety  ad* 
duced  for  the  convidlion  of  the  fceptical,  hypocri- 
tical and  profane.    It  exaftly  accords  with  the 
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maxim  delivered  by  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  which 
is  unqueftionably  juft  and  trae,  *  When  the  word  of 

*  the  prophet  IhaU  come  to  pafs,  then  fliall  the  pro- 

•  phet  be  known  that  the  Lord  hath  truly  fent  him  •.* 
The  former  things  that  God  revealed  by  his  fer- 
vants,  were  fulfilled  in  their  feafon,  the  events  ex- 
actly correfpouding  with  the  predidions.  Of  this 
fort  were  the  memorable  deliverance  of  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Ifrael  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  their  being 
put  in  pofleffion  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  with  othei^ 
of  a  more  recent  date.  There  might  be  alfo  a  pe- 
culiar  reference  to  fome  remarkable  occurrences,  of 
which  llatah*s  hearers  had  been  witnelTes ;  fuch  as 
the  overthrow  of  Sennacherib's  array  that  befieged 
Jerufalem,  which  he  had  clearly  foretold,  and  that 
w^as  well  known  to  the  men  of  Judah,     Thefe  and 

'  other  things  that  God  had  forefliewed,  he  did  fud^ 
dinly^  in  a  manner  altogether  unexpefted  by  many, 
and  at  a  time  wherein  they  were  little  thought  of.— 
And  they  tame  Upafs^  (notwithftanding  the  impedi- 
ments that  lay  in  the  way  of  their  accomplifhment) 
by  the  exertion  of  his  omnipotence,  who  thereby 
demonftrated  his  eternal  power  and  godhead- 

4  Becaufe  I  knew  that  thou  art  obftin^te, 
;jmd  thy  neck  is  an  iron  finew,  and  thy  brow 
brafs. 

One  important  end  for  which  God  predifted  the 
future  fortunes  of  his  people  was,  that  by  (hewing 
bis  perfect  foreknowledge  of  things  to  come,  he 
might  convince  the  perverfc  and  fceptical  among 
them,  that  he  is  the  only  living  and  true  God.  Mar 
ny  of  the  Jewilh  people  were  averfe  to  beheve  the 
truths  made  known  to  them ;  they  were  inflexibly 
bent  upon  evil,  they  were  prone  to  backflide,  to 
murmur,  to  commit  idolatry,  to  be  unthankful,  to 
be  vain  of  their  external  privileges,  and  to  run  into 
ruinous. coyrfes,  from  which  they  would  not  eaiily 
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)>e  reclaimed.  With  their  odious  tempers  and  ,prac« 
tices,  the  Moft  High  was  perfeftly  acquainted ;  for, 
faith  he,  /  knew  that  thou  art  objiinate^  or  bard,  as 
the  Hebrew  word  is  rendered  in  the  margin  of  feme 
bibles:  ftul^bornly  attached  to  erroneous  ientiments, 
which  no  iarguifients  can  induce  thee  to  retraft;  te- 
nacious of  bad  principles,  |^ddi6i:ed  to  falfe  reaibn- 
ings,  and  corrupt  pracQices ;  that  thy  heart  fe  ob- 
durate  and  impenetrable,  repelling  the  force  of 
truth,  refifting  the  means  ufed  to  mollify  it,  and 
the  good  impreffions  they  are  intended  to'  pro- 
iduce.  And  becaufe  fentence  againft  thy  evil  worki 
hath  not  been  fpeedily  executed,  thy  heart  hath 
Deen  fully  fet  in  thee  to  do  evil ;  thou  art  become 
froward  and  perverfe,  difrcgarding  the  admonitions 
and  diredlions  of  my  fervants. — And  thy  neck  is  an 
iron  Jinew.  This  expreffion,  like  niany  others  in 
fcripture,  which  refer  to  the  hqinan  body,  ttiuft  not 
be  literally,  but  figuratively  underftood,  as  relating 
to  the  heart.  It  alludes  to  thi?  ftate  of  one,  the 
inufcles  of  whofe  neck,  by  fome  means  or  other,  are 
fo  contraifted  and  hardened,  that  with  great  diffi- 
culty he  can  look  about  to  the  perfon  who  calls  w 
him  from  behind.  It  ftrongly  intimates  the  Hub- 
born  perverfe  difpofition  of  the  Jfcwifh  people,  who 
ire  defcribed  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  bb  dbftinate, 
ftiff-necked,  and  extremiely  reludant  to  comply  with 
the  will  of  God. — And  thy  brow  brafsj  which  does 
not  change  its  colour,  but  always  retains  the  fame 
appearance.  They  did  not  blufh  on  account  of  the 
errors  they  had  maintained,  or  the  fins  they  hai 
committed ;  nor  did  they  grow  pale  with  fear  on 
iaccount  of  the  divine  judgments  denounced  againft 
tranfgreflbrs  which  they  incurred.  They  ibewed 
a  firm  determined  impudent  countenance,  that  in- 
>iicated  the  hardnefs  and  impenitence  of  their  hearts. 
Such  was  the  unrelenting  difpofition  of  the  people 
among  whom  our  Prophet  exercifed  his  office,  which 
exhibited  a  ftriking  reprefentation  of  thSfc  who  per- 
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lift  fti  oppoling  the  Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  and 
ftifl  refufe  to  hearken  to  reproof. 

5 1  have  even  frora  the  beginning  declared 
it  to  thee ;  before  it  came  to  pafs  I  (hewed  it 
thee;  left  thou  fhouldeft  fay,  Mine  idol  ha^x 
done  them,  and  my  graven  image,  and  my 
molten  image,  hath  commanded  them. 

To  perceive  the  propriety  of  that  part  of  the 
divine  condudl  toward  his  people,  which  is  here 
delineated,  I  fuppofe  it  may  be  fufficient  to  para- 
phrafe  the  words  that  point  out  the  defign  God  had 
m  view  by  ancient  prophecy*  From  an  early  pe- 
riod of  time,  (faith  God)  I  clearly  foretold  by  my 
f^rvantSjthe  events  which  afterwards  came  to  pafs; 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving  you  fatisfying 
proof  of  my  omnilcience  and  omnipotence  ;  and  to 
convince  you  that  I  am  God,  and  that  there  is  no 
God  befide  me.  Had  thefe  things  been  done  by  the 
idols  you  have  fervcd,  or  in  obedience  to  their  au- 
thority, you  would  thereby  have  been  confirmed  in 
your  idolatrous  pradices.  But  as  they  and  their 
votaries  have  been  altogether  filent,  as  to  future  con- 
tingent events  that  have  come  to  pafs,  and  my  fcr- 
vants  have  foretold  thofe  of  them  which  were  moft 
remarkable,  that  have  happened  precifely  according 
to  their  predidions ;  this  circumftance  ought  to  be 
confidcred  as  an  unqueftionable  evidence  of  my  di- 
vinity. 

6  Thou  haft  heard,  fee  all  this ;  and  will 
not  ye  declare  it  ?  I  have  (hewed  thee  new 
things  from  this  time,  even  hidden  things, 
and  thou  didft  not  know  them. 

Thou  haft  often  heard  with  thine  eairs  the  pre- 
dictions publifhed  by  my  fervants,  which  have  been 
pufnaually  verified.— 5^  all  this  to  which  I  now 
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refer  come  to  pafs,  as  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophe« 
cies  that  have  been  delivered  for  your  convidioo. 
And  as  you  cannot  deny  the  intunate  correfpond* 
ence  of  the  events  with  the  predidions,  will  you 
perverfely  refufe  to  acknowledge  that  any  omnec. 
tion  fubfifts  between  them.  If  the  reality  of  both 
are  granted;  then  you  (hould  candidly  confefs,  that 
you  are  obhged  to  afcribe  to  me  the  praife  and  glo- 
ry  due  to  my  eternal  godhead. — I  havejhtwed  ibet 
new  things^  &rC.  refpedling  the  deliverance  of  the 
Jewifh  people  from  captivity  at  Babylon,  by  means 
of  Cyrus  kmg  of  Perfia,  and  have  pointed  out  many 
circumftances  relative  to  that  event,  and  the  exten- 
five  confequences  with  wTiich  it  ftiall  be  attended — 
Zven  hidden  things^  &c.  that  were  kept  fccret  in 
my  counfels  and  decrees,  laid  up  in  ftore  with  me, 
and  fealed  up  among  my  treafures*.— ^u/Z/Aw^ 
didji  not  know  them,  nor  hadft  the  leaft  intimation 
of  their  approach,  imtil  they  were  revealed  aqd 
made  known  to  you,  in  obedience  to  my  com- 
mand* 

7  They  are  created  now,  and  not  from  the 
begimiing ;  even  before  the  day  when  thou 
heardeft  them  not ;  left  thou  lliouldeft  fay, 
JBehold,  I  Jmew  them. 

The  things  that  were  concealed  in  the  purpofe  of 
Jehovah,  until  the  period  wherein  Ifaiah  exercifed 
his  miniftry,  were  then,  and  not  before,  brought 
into  certain  future  exiftence,  by  the  powerful 
word  of  God.  The  predic^ons  delivered  concern- 
ing them,  placed  their  caufes,  circumftances,  and 
confequences,  in  fuch  a  clear  light,*  that  they  could 
not  be  confidered  as  imaginary,  but  as  things  real 
and  certain — And  not  from  the  beginning.  The  ex- 
iftence they  were  to  derive  from  the  prophetic  word 
of  Jehovah,  was  not  from  the  commencement  of  time, 
nor  from  the  early  period  wherein  the  poftcrity  of 
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Ifracl  were  formed  intp  a  nation  and  church.— 
Ev^  before  the  day,  when  thou  heardeft  them  not ; 
or,  as  the  Bifhop  of  London  hath  well  tranflated 
the  Hebrew  words,  *  And  before  this  day  thou  haft 
•  not  heard  them.'  The  reafon  why  they  were  fo 
long  concealed  and  not  foretold,  with  other  things, 
in  the  early  periods  of  time,  is  fubjoined  in  the  fol- 
lowing words — left  thou  Jhouldeft  fay ^  behold,  I  knew 
them.  By  my  own  penetration  and  foreiight,  I  per- 
ceived that  the  affairs  alluded  to  would  certainly 
take  place ;  my  knowledge  is  not  derived  from  di- 
vine revelation  or  prophecy,  bat  from  my  own 
difcemment  and  fagacity.  To  give  check  to  fuch 
prefumptuous  language,  the  things  faid  to  have  been 
now  created  were  kept  fecret  from  the  beginning, 

8  Yea,  thou  heardeft  not,  yea,  thou  knew- 
eft  not,  yea,  from  that  time  that  thine  «ar 
was  not  opened:  for  I  knew  that  thou 
wouldeft  deal  very  treacheroufly,  and  waft 
called  a  tranfgreflTor  from  the  womb. 

Thefe  words  illuftrate  and  confirm  what  our 
prophet  had  aflerted,  viz.  that  tlie  Jewifh  people 
had  not  the  leaft  information  refpedlmg  the  events 
he  had  foretold,  imtil  God  was  plealcd  to  reveal 
them. — Tea^  thou  heardeft  noty  &c.  Thou  didlt  not 
diligently  hearken  and  attentively  confider  the 
predidtions  delivered  by  the  prophets,  and  compare 
them  with  the  events  to  which  they  referred ;  nor 
didft  thou  ever  leam  any  thing  more  of  the  fub- 
}e&s  whereof  they  treated,  than  what  was  convey- 
ed by  their  difcourfes. — Tea^  thoU^kneweft  not,  Sc-c. 
Thou  didft  not  rightly  imderftand^e  prophecies 
that  were  delivered;  nor  didft  thou  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  important  objefts  to  which  they 
were  intended  to  lead  forward  the  mind ;  nor  yet 
didft  thou  deduce  from  them  thofe  confequences 
which  thou  ftiouldft  have  inferred. — Tea,  from  that 
time  that  thine  ear  was  not  opened.    I'rom  the  me- 
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morable  day  wberein  I  bro\ight  thee  oiit  of  tlift  iand 
of  Egypt,  thine  ear  hath  been  ftopt  by  ignorance^^ 
increduUty,  carnal  prejudices,  and  worldly  affec* 
tions  i  fo  that  the  wofd  of  God  did  pot  reach  thine, 
heart,  and  make  proper  iqipreflions  on  it.  Thou 
haft  not  rightly  imderftood,  believed,  and  obeyed 
the  difcoveries  of  the  will  of  God  wherewith  thou 
haft  been  favoured;  and  the  eSe(3t  hath  been* 
that  thou  hait  been  ignorant,  inattentive,  and  diiq-. 
bedient.         ' 

For  I  knew  that  thou  wouldeji  dial  very  truubi* 
roujly.  The  Lord  God  had  perfeft  foreknowledge, 
of  the  treachery  and  ^perfidy  of  the  Ifraelitiih  na-. 
tion  ;  that  they  would  not  keep  his  teftimonies  as 
they  promifed  ;  that  they  would  deal  ^infaitj^^y 
with  him,  and  turn  afide  like  a  deceitful  bow- 
that  though  they  profeffed  much  love  to  him  with 
their  mouths,  their  heart  would  be  far  from  him — 
that  though  they  made  many  prayers,  their  hands 
would  be  full  of  blood ;  and— that  they  would  be 
guilty  of  deteftible  hypocrify  in  his  fervice.  Not- 
withftanding,  he  fent  to  them  his  fcrvants  with  the 
moft  important  falutary  inftruftions,  that  were  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  royfe,  convince,  and  fandify.— 
And  was  called  a  tranf^rejfor  from  the  womb.  From 
their  earlieft  exiftence  as  a  nation  they  tranfgrefled 
againft  the  Lord.  At  the  R^d  Sea  in  the  wilder-, 
nefs,  and  after  they  entered  the  land  of  Canaan^ 
they  dift)elieved  the  word  of  Gpd  ;  they  diftrufted 
his  providence,  they  forgat  his  mighty  works,  they, 
were  unmindful  of  his  mercies.  La  thefe  and  nxa« 
ny  other  inftances,  they  ihewed  that  they  juftly  dc- 
ferved  the  charader  here  given  to  them.-*-Thefe 
words  which  were  addrefled  to  the  people  of  Ju- 
dea,  may  be  applied  to  ujs.  Are  we  better  than 
they  ?  No,  in  no  wife,  as  to  our  temper  and  beba* 
viour  toward  God.  The  fame  caufe  uniformly  pro» 
duces  the  fame  or  fimilar  efiedts.  The  fame  fro- 
ward  difpofition  which  they.difcovered  with  refped 
to  divine  inftrudtion,  13  too  evident  in  the  condudt 
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-pf  many  among  as  to  be  denied.  Some  do  not  p- 
yen  attend  to  the  word  ot"  God,  and  the  jniniftra* 
tions  of  his  fervants.  Others  notwithftariding  th^ 
jstdvantages  they  enjoy,  are  but  little  acquainted 
with  facrecj  truths ;  their  ears  ^re  (topped  by  fooliflji 
prejudices,  and  frivolous  objedions  againll  divine 
jrevelation ;  fo  that  they  do  not  .underftand  the 
things  freely  given  us  of  God.  All  of  gs  have  in 
fome  meafure  dealt  deceitfully  with  God,  and  mul- 
tiplied our  tranfgreffions  againll  him.  Though  God 
clearly  foreknew  and  obferved  ihefe  things,  fuch  arij 
the  riches  of  his  mercy  to  us- ward,  that  he  continue? 
tp  afford  us  the  means  of  kiiowjedge  and  grace. 

9  For  ray  name's  fake  will  I  defer  mine 
^nger,  an4  for  my  praj-fe  wiU  1  reirain  for 
jhee,  thftt  I  cut  thee  not  pflf. 

Our  prophet  having  endeavoured  to  convince  hi$ 
countrymen  of  their  obiHnate  incredulity  and  per- 
verfity  of  difpofition,  which  iuftly  merited  feverc 
judgments,  proceeds  to  fliew,  that  fuch  is  the  cle- 
meijpy  and  tender  mercy  of  Jehovah,  that  he  would 
greatly  miti^c  the  punilhmcnt  to  be  indided.  In- 
^ead  of  denouncing  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs, 
C'jd  declared  by  his  fervant,  ttiat  For, my  name's 
fake  I  will  dejer.  The  name  of  God  may  here  de* 
note  the  glorious  excellencies  wliich  he  poiieiics, 
with  the  honour  and  majefty  of  his  government. 
The  exprellion  may  import,  that  to  mamfeft  his  cie- 
mency  and  mercy,  and  peculiar  favour  toward  th  fe 
whom  he  had  appropriated  to  himfelf  as' the  00- 
jeds  of  hii  proteibon  and  care,  he  would  delay  tne 
^execution  of  deferved  vengeance.  It  might  have 
feemed  repugnant  to  his  amiable  charadei  aud  niiid 
admmirtration,  to  have  rejedcd  thofe  whom  he  had 
a^med  into  intimate  relation  to  himlelf,  and  to 
have  made  them  feel  not  merely  the  tempoiai)  cf- 
fedls  of  his  difplealure,  but  the  terrible  perm^fucut 
ponfequences  of  his  fierce  anger.     He  would  not 
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therefore  fuffer  hi$  divine  attributes,  that  had  been 
highly  celebrated  by  the  children  of  men,  and  which 
had  hitherto  fhone  with  refulgent  fplendor  and  glo- 
ry to  be  ecHpfed  in  the  li^ht  of  the  nations — nor 
would  he  permit  his  reputation  as  the  fupreme  gra^ 
cious  Ruler  of  his  people  to  be  injured ;  left  men 
ipight  have  apprehended  that  it  was  not  a  defirable 
privilege  to  be  fubjedts  Of  his  kingdom.  Having  for 
a  long  time  conferred  upon  the  Jewifh  people  many 
lignal  marks  of  his  fpecial  tcgard,  it  was  not  coii- 
fiftent  with  his  benignity,  wifdom,  and  faithfulnefs, 
to  abandon  and  deftroy  them.  On  thefe  and  other 
accounts,  he  delayed  to  inflift  upon  them  the  dread- 
ful calamities,  to  which  by  their  fins,  they  had  ex- 
pofed  themfelves,  and  of  which*early  warning  was 
given  them  by  Mofes,  and  the  other  prophets  of  the 
Lord.  And  when  the  period  arrived  in  which  it 
became  neceflary  to  execute  deferved  judgments, 
God  is  reprefented  as  punifhing  them  with  reluc- 
tance, and  coming  out  of  his  place  to  bripg  to  pafij 
his  aft,  his  ftrange  ad. 

And  for  mv  praife  will  I  refrain^  &c.  Befide  the 
facred  regard  that  God  ever  ihews  for  his  great  name, 
he  manifefls  proper  refpeft  for  augmenting  the  re* 
venue  of  praile  which  is  due  to  him  by' his  pecidiar 
people.  Honour  and  glory  and  thankfgiving  fmfe 
the  tribute  he  juftly  demands  from  them,  for  the 
rich  difplays  of  his  mercy,  patience,  and  forbear- 
ance ;  and  fuch  is  the  high  value  he  puts  upo^ 
thefe  acknowledgments,  that  they  are  here  men- 
tioned as  one  reafon  why  God  faith,  /  will  refrain. 
I  will  mitigate  the  feverity  of  my  judgments,  and 
intermix  with  them  many  mercies,  whereby  they 
Ihall  be  greatly  alleviated.  I  wifl  notffirupill 
my  wrath,  but  remember  that  you  arc  fading  flelfa, 
a  wind  that  paffeth  away  and  tometh  not  again.  In 
the  midft  of  deferved  wrath,  1  will  not  forget  tty 
former  loving -kindnefs ;  I  will  not  deal  with*  you 
as  you  have  linned ;  I  will  punifh  you  lefs,  far  lefs 
than  your  iniquities  deferve^    At  the  time  to  which 
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this  prophecy  referred,  the  Lord  God  in  righteouf- 
ilefs  might  have  fwept  them  away  with  the  befom 
of  deftrudion,  whereas  he  only  fent  them  into  cap- 
tivity at  Babylon  for  their  benefit ;  and  whilft  fome 
of  them  fuffered  greatly,  others  in  great  meafiffe 
were  exempted  from  calamity.  Though  the  inha- 
bitants of  Judea  were  ripe  for  divine  judgments ; 
yet  God  refrained  himfelf,  and  did  not  vifit  them 
with  ,dcfolation,  and  the  curie  in  all  its  extent. 
He  fpared  and  cut  them  not  ofT.^-In  the  fame  man- 
ner God  hath  gracioufly  dealt  with  us^  who  by  mul- 
tiplied and  enormous  tranfgreflions  have  abufed  his 
mercies,  trampled  upon  his  facred  authority,  and 
made  li^ht  of  the  riches  of  his  grace.  Hitherto  he 
hath  deterred  his  anger,  and  refrained  himfelf.  He 
hath  tried  every  mean  to  reclaim  us  from  our  evil 
ways ;  he  liath  conferred  ineftimable  bleflings  on 
the  obedient,  and  threatened  awful  judgments  to 
the  impenitent.  Defpife  not  the  riches  of  his  good- 
nefs^  forbearance,  and  long-fufFering ;  but  with  ad- 
miring views  of  the  divine  patience,  endeavour  faith- 
fully to  improve  the  feafon  of  our  merciful  viiita- 
tion. 

10  Behold,  I  have  refined  thee,  but  not 
with  filver ;  I  have  chofen  thee  in  the  fur- 
nskcc  of  afflidlion.         ' 

The  liord  God  calls  the  attention  of  his  people 
tp  the  gracious  defign  he  intended  to  accompliih^ 
by  the  afflictive  difpenfations  wherewith  they  were 
to  be  vifited.— jB^A^/(£/,  /  have. refined  thee.  In  this 
and  iimilar  expreffions  ufed  by  the  prophets,  there 
i§  an  obvious  allufion  to  the  employi^ient  oif  thofe 
who  byijoaeans  of  the  furnace,  feparate  precious  me- 
tals ironi  the  refufe  wherewith  they  are  intermixed. 
In  reference  to  this  operation,  God  promifes  by  the 
prophet  "Zechariah,  *  I  will  refine  them  as  filver  is 
*  refined,  and  will  try  them  as  gold  is  tiied  *.'  And 
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fpeakin^  of  the  advent  of  the  M^flbnger  of  the  co^ 
Tenant  by  the  prophet  Malachi,  be  deckres,  that 
this  illuflrious  perfoii '  fhall  fit  as  a  refiner  of  fUver^ 

*  and  he  (hall  puiify  the  fons  of  Levi,  aiKi  pwcgp 
*"thcTi  as  gold  and  filver^  that  they  may  offer  unta 

*  the  Lord  an 'offering  in  righteouihefs  t*'  By  meaQ» 
of  fandli{i(:^d  atliidions  God  feparates  the  prec&oua 
from  the  vile,  and  disjoins  bis  peculiar  people  froot 
the  errors,  the  corruptions,  the  bypocrify,  and  wicW 
cdnefs  wherewith  they  had  been   blended*      He 
inakes  manifeft  the  truth  of  their  holy  pro&ilioQ, 
and  their  entire  devotednefs  to  his  fervice  ;  he  reiv- 
ders  confpicuous  the  real  beauty  and  excelleace^ 
whereby  they  are  clea.ly  diitinguiihed  from  notoi- 
nal  arid  hypocritical  ptofeflors  of  religion.     Never 
^o  the  fervants  of  God  appear  to  higher  udvaatagc, 
than  after  they  come  forth  from  the  iiery  trials  they 
have  undergone     Their  fincerity  is  dcmonllrated  ; 
their  faith  is  found  unto  praife  and  honour  and  glo« 
ry  ;  their  patience  hath  had  its  perfed  work ;  and 
their  reflgnation  to  the  divine*  good  plealure  hath 
been  fubitantially  expreifed.    Lideed  all  the  graces 
that  adorn  their  character  are  rendered  more  vigo- 
rous and  adive ;  and  ihine  with  increafing  hiftre  'm 
the  eyes  of  all  polfeifed  of  fpiritual  difceriHneot, 
When  therefore  God  faith,  1  have  refifaed  thee,  he 
declares  to  his  people,  that  by*  fendmg  them  int^ 
captivity  at  Babylon,  he  deiigned  to  punfy.  them 
from  the  enormous  tranfgrellions  to  which  they 
were  addided,  and  to  feparate  them  from  the  unbe* 
liiving,  the  prolane,  and  the  hypocritical,  with  whoflx 
they  were  mtermixed;  who  ihuuld  be  ejsterminatcd 
from  his  church. — This  impoitatit  vvork  he  was  to 
perform,  nut  with  iilver,  not  in  a  funiace  lb  ftrong- 
ly  heated  as  is  neceflary  to  porify  that  met^  from 
its  drofs,  but  only  in  fuch  meaiure  as  ihould  fufficc 
to  acconipluh  tne  end  he  had  in  view.     Or  nut  for 
fi'ver,  as  the  Hebrew  word  may  be  rendered,  i.  r. 
cm  account  u^  any  temporal  confiderauon  wnatloe- 

vcr 
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ter--*How  Ineftimable  this  privilege  in  which  we, 
brethren,. ought  to  be  fclicrtous  to  participate  I  To 
be  purified  from  iniquity,  that  dangerous  odious 
diftemper,  which  defoims,  enfeebles,  difktles,  and 
deftroys  vail  numbers  of  mankmd,  is  a  benefit  of 
the  higheft  importance.  If  in  mercy  we  are  deliver^ 
ed  from  all  ungodlinefs^  and  cleanled  from  all  un- 
righteoufnefe,  a  happy  change  is  etfefted  ;  a  bettei* 
^ppesrance  than  ever  will  be  affumed,  and  real  ex- 
cellence will  be  exhibited  and  aeknowledged. 

I  have  chofen  thee  in  thejurnace  of  affitctton.  Af- 
Aiftion  is  fignificantly  reprcprefcnted  m  lc::pture  as 
a-  furnace  which  is  ufed  for  melting  gold,  fiiver,  and . 
other  metals;  to  difunite  them  from  the  refufe  with 
which  they  are  incorporated,  that  their  value,beauty 
and  utility,  may  be  afcertained,  and  that  they  may 
be  adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. '  In  like  mamier,  affliftion  is  employed  by* 
infinite  wifdom  to  mollify  the  hearts  of  God's  peo- 
ple, to  purity  them  from  the  drols  of  corruption 
and  the  pollution  they  have  contracted ;  to  form 
them  into  the  mould  of  his  word,  and  imprefs  upon 
them  more  deeply  the  divine  rcfemblance.  They 
aie  put  into  this  furnace  to  make  trial  of  their 
fincerity  and  conftancy,  to  difcover  the  rea- 
lity and  ftrcngth  of  divine  grace ;  and  that  they 
may  be  better  prepared  for^  every  good  Work. 
The  various  calamities  that  befel  the  Jewilh  peo- 
ple, wtre  mercifully  intended  to  promote  thefc 
valuable  purpofes,  with  refped  to  the  upright 
and  faithful  among  them.  They  fuffered  the 
lofs  of  their  property,  which  bec;ame  a  prey  to 
their  enemies  ;  they  were  deprived  of  their  friends, 
who  fell  by  the  fword ;  they  wei-e  bereaved  of  their 
liberty,  bemg  carried  away  captive  into  a  ftrange 
land  ;  they  were  excluded  from  the  ordinances  of 
divine  worlhip  and  the  temple  of  God,  which  was 
buried  in  ruins ;  befides  being  expofed  to  innumer- 
able hardlkps  from  their  ocuel  oppreflbrs.     In  this 
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furnace  of  alflidion  God  declared — /  have  chofen 
ibee*  Whilft  they  were  tri^fi.by  the  calamities  a- 
bove  mentioned,  God  manifeftid  to  themfelves  and 
others,  that  he  had  fel^ded  them  to  be  his  peculiar 
people,  by  the  fupport  he  afforded  them,  by.  the 
wonderful .  deliverance  he  wrought  for  them,  and 
by  the  good  effeds  which  their  afflidion  was  tQ 
produce.  For  long  time  God  had  tried,  without 
fuccefs,  to  mollify  their  obdurate  hearts,  to  rqglsum 
them  from  fin,  an4  to  render  them  obedient  to  his 
holy  law,  by  favourable  interpofitions  of  his  prpvi- 
dence.  Af  the  time  referred  to,  he  Was  to  tiy  them 
by  other  methods,  that  were  to  have  a  more  happy 
termination,  and  the  good  fruits  arifing  from  their 
fuccefsful  operation,  flvpuld  give  evidence,  that  they 
were  the  chofpn  objects  of  God's  peculiar  love  and 
care. — The  manifold  advantages  refulting  from 
fanclified  afflidlions  to  the  people  of  God,  ought  to 
induce  us  who  profefs  to  fuftain  thi$  charader  to 
bear  them  with  patience  and  fubmiffion,  with  forti- 
tude and  magnanimity.  And  let  us  be  folicitous 
and  importunate  in  prayer,  that  through  the  divine 
blefling  they  may  excite  juft  indignation  againft 
iin ;  that  they  may  exercife  and  improve  in  U3  th^ 
graces  of  the  Spirit,  render  us  partakers  of  God's 
holinefs,  and  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufpefsi 
peace^  and  joy. 

1 1  For  mine  ovsrn  fake,  even  for  mine  own 
lake,  will  I  do  it :  for  how  fhould  my  name  be 
polluted  ?  and  1  will  not  give  my  glory  unto 
another.  i 

For  the  feme  reafon  that  God  defers  his  anger,  he 
refines  and  raanifefts  his  choice  of  his  pecuhar  peo- 
ple ;  namely,  for  his  own  fake — to  difplay  his  glo- 
rious excellencies  ;  that  fo  they  may  be  highly  ex- 
tolled and  celebrated,  bis  mercy  in  forgivuig,  bis 
power  in  delivering,  his  wiidom  in  devifing  the  beft 
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means  for  this  purpofe,  ^nd  his  faithfiilnefs  in  fulfil- 
ling his  promifes — to  maintain  unfullied  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  of  his  charader  and  government  in 
the  world,  that  fo  they  may  be  admired  and  efteera- 
ed  throughout  the  wide  extent  of  his  dominions. 
This  argument  always  prevails  with  God,  to  pre- 
ferve  his  people  from  dcitruftiou,  and  to  caufe  his 
tender  mercies  fpeedily  to  prevent  their  ruin  whea 
they  are  brought  very  low.  Jt  hath,  therefore, 
been  often  ufed  in  the  prayers  of  his  fervants,  e- 
fpecially  when  the  interefts  of  his  church  were  ap- 
parently low,  and  they  were  reduced  to  forlorn 
circumftances  by  their  enemies.  A  remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  occurs  in  PfaU 
Ixxix.  9.  *  Help  us,  O  God  of  our  falvation,  (faid 

*  the  church),  for  the  glory  of  thy  name ;  and  de- 

*  liver  us,  and  purge  away  our  fins,  for  thy  name's 

*  fake  I*  And  he  granted  them  help  and  deliverance, 
not  on  account  of  their  prayers  or  theif  righteouf- 
nefs,  but  he  faved  them  for  his  own  name's  fake  *, 
— For  how  Jbould  mj  name  be  polluted.  The  name 
of  God  is  polluted  when  it  is  n6t  acknowledged 
and  fandtified  'as  moft  honourable  and  excellent, 
but  flighted  and  irreverently  ufed;  and  when  occa- 
iion  is  given  to  the  wicked  to  fpeak  evil  of  God  and 
his  ways.  Though  the  Jewilh  people  juftly  de- 
ferved  deftruftion  from  God,  yet  he  fpared  them 
for  the  honour  of  his  name,  and  to  prevent  their 
enemies  from  profaning  and  abufing  it.  Memor- 
able to  this  purpofe  arc  the  words  of  Jehovah,  re- 
corded Deut.  xxxii.  26,  27.  *1  faid  1  would  make 

*  the  remembrance  of  them  to  ceafe  from  among 

*  men,  were  it  not  that  I  feared  the  wrath  of  the  e- 

*  nemy,  left  their  adverlanes  Ihould  behave  them-» 

*  felves  ftrangely,'  \5c.  The  Almighty  perfedly 
knew,  that  had  he  employed  tlicir  enemies  to  pu- 
nifli  his  people  at  their  pleafure,  they  would  have 
been  malicious,  cruel,  and  vindiftive;  and  that 
though  '  he  was  but  a  little  difpleafed,  they  would 
t  ♦  have 

♦  Sec  P(aL  cvi.  8. 
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*  have  helped  forward  the  afl9li6lijn  *.*  God  was 
thji  cioic  pleaied  to  defer  his  anger,  and  to  pm ify 
hiS  lervants  by  means  oi  affliftton  proportioned  tq 
their  ciicumftances,  that  his  naaie  might  not  be 
polluted — jind  1  ijiili  not  give  my  glory  unio  am- 
ther.  People  are  prone  to  albnbe  to  themlelvcs,  to 
fecond  caules,  or  to  the  gods  whom  they  ferve,  thft 
advantages  they  poffefs,  and  the  fuccefs  that  at-r 
tends  their  undertakings;  and  thus  to  give  to  the 
creature  the  honour  that  is  due  to  the  Creator.  Tq 
gAve  check  to  this  odious  pmclice,  the  Lord  God  re* 
p^atedJy  declares,  that  he  is  determined  to  fecure 
to  hiiiilelf  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  name.  This 
folemn  afl'urance  ought  to  render  us  exceedingljf 
cautious,  le(l  in  any  relped  w^  ejicroacb  on  this  la- 
cred  prerogative  of  Jehovah,  who' will  not  aflbw 
pien  with  impunity  to  4eprive  him  of  bis  iuft  right 
and  claim.  The  prophecy  we  have  now  oeen  con* 
ifidering,  hath  a  fpeciai  reference,  as  we  have  feen, 
\o  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  at  Babylon,  which  was 
^he  furnace  of  affliction  wherein  they  were  tned  ' 
find  refined.  The  better  fort  of  them  were  feparat- 
cd  from  the  profane  and  hypocritical  that  were 
confumed,  whdd  the  upright  were  purged  from 
their  fms,  and  gradually  ian6tit>ed  through  the  di* 
yine  bleliing  on  their  attli<^on  and  the  word  of 
God.  In  this  manner,  God  purilied  untp  hxmlcdf 
^  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

1 2  Hearken  unto  me,  O  Jacob,  and  If^ 
rael  my  called  ^  i  am  lic^  iajn  the  firlt,  1  aJ? 
io  atn  the  lall. 

Thefe  woids  contain  a  beautiful  exordium  to  an* 
t>thei  article  of  ibis  aifcouik,  dueded  to  the  cholcu 
pofterity  ol  Jacob  Having  been  converted  to  the 
Led  of  then  fathers,  they  vveie  much  perpiexedaK 
to  their  piedided  capttvjty,  notwith (landing  they 
Sverc  allured  they  Ihould  be  dehveied4>y  Cyrus  kinf 

♦  Zcch.  i.  1^. 
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ofP^ifia.  The  Lord  God,  perfeftly  knowing  the 
negligence  of  m:in  in  liftening  to  the  meflages 
which  he  fends  to  them,  agiiin  demands  ferious  at^ 
tentioa  to  the  fubje^  of  which  he  was  about  ta 
fpeak  by  his  fervant.  Hearken  unto  me,  (faith 
God,)  O  IfraeU  who  art  called  to  be  my  pecular 
people;  who  art  under  the  ftrongell  obligations  from 
gratitude,  intereft,  and  duty,  to  incline  your  ear  to 
my  inftrdftions,  and  to  obey  ray  voice  — /  ain  he 
that  hath  chofea  you  to  be  my  inheritance,  that 
hath  entered  into  covenant  with  you,  and  bath 
wrought  for  you  many  glorious  deliverances. — /  am 
7bejir/i  in  refpedl  of  exiilence,  being  fro  n  everlaf- 
ting  God — the  firil  in  point  of  excellence,  infinite-. 
ly  poifeiling  every  divine  perfeQion — the  firlt  in  au- 
thority, helping  fupreme  univerfal  dominion — the 
fii^  caufe  of  all  things  who  gave  then>])aing,  and 
the  author  of  eveiy  good  and  perfect  gift. — /  alfo 
am  the  laji^  not  only  without  beginning,  but  without 
^nd  of  life — the  la(l  in  whofe  glory  all  the  difpen- 
fations  of  providence,  and  the  operations  of  grace,  ^ 
fhall  terminate — the  laft  who  fliall  exill  through  e- 
ternal  ages,  and  endure  fjr  ever.  This  peculiar 
character  is  of  the  lame  import  with  the  name  Je- 
hovah, v/hich  denotes  the  palt  and  the  future,  aad 
taken  in  connection  w)th  what  is  added  in  the  next 
verie,  forms  a  magnificent  defcription  of  the  Lord 
God  who  demands  attention. 

1 3  Mine  hand  alfo  hath  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  earth,  and  my  right  hand  hath 
fpanned  the  heavens :  when  I  call  unto  theni, 
they  ilund  up  together. 

To  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  people  with  a  revcr 
rential  awe  of  his  infinite  majeily  and  glory,  the 
God  of  Ifrael  gives  a  fhoit  fublime  reprefeiitation  of 
his  omnipotence,  accommodated  to  the  weaknefs  of 
human  apprebenfion.  The  eternal  Jeiiovah,  In  al- 
luuon  to  the  work  of  a  wife  and  mighty  artificer. 
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declares  that,  being  to  build  a  fpacious  habitation 
for  the  children  of  men,  and  to  ered  a  grand  thea- 
tre on  which  he  might  exhibit  his  own  glory,  he 
laid  the  foundations  thereof  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  fhould  not  be  removed  for  ever.  He  founded 
it  upon  the  feas,  and  eftablifhed  it  upon  the  floods  ♦, 
This  large  globe  is  fo  admirably  conftruded  by  di- 
vine wifdom  and  power,  and  refts  fo  firm  on  its  ba- 
lls, that  it  (hall  lall  all  the  time,  and  anfwer  the 
end  for  which  it  was  made,  neither  altering  its 
fliape,  nor  changing  its  courfe. — And  my  right  band 
hath  /panned  thfi  heavens.  The  right  hand  being 
the  chief  inftrument  of  human  aftion,  when  attri- 
buted to  God,  denotes  the  exertion  of  liis  mighty 
power,  whereby  he  performs  the  moft  aftonifibing 
wonders,  and,  among  others,  meafures  the  immenfe 
vault  orhaiven,  and  exadlly  comprehends  its  ex- 
tent. Though  the  heavens  prefented  to  human 
view  appear  to  be  of  unlimited  compafs,  far  ex- 
ceeding the  poflibility  of  meafurement,  yet  this  vaft 
expanfc  is  peife6Uy  afcertained  by  the  hand  of  om- 
nipotence. This  lofty  defcription  of  Jehovah  fig- 
nificantly  exprefles  the  infinitude  of  his  nature,  and 
the  greatneft  of  his  power, — When  I  call  unto  them^ 
iheyjiand  up  together.  All  the  celeftial  hofts  con- 
tinue to  this  day  according  to  his  ordinance ;  for  all 
are  his  fervants,  ever  obedient  to  his  conunand,  and 
ready  to  execute  his  picture.  How  grand,  how 
magnificent  the  difplays  which  the  Almighty  hath 
given  of  his  power  in  the  heavens  and  the  earthy 
whereby  a  firm  foundation  is  laid  on  which  the 
faith  and  hope  of  his  people  may  be  eftablifhed. 
His  omnipotence  can  eafily  give  check  to  human 
pride  and  prefumption,  and  adminiftef  feafonabk 
relief  and  comfort  to  his  afflided  church, 

14  All  ye  aflemble  yourfelves,  and  bar, 
which  among  them  hath  declared  thefe 
things  ?  Tiie  LORD  hath  loved  him :  he  will 

do 
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do  his  pleafiire  on  Babylon,  and  his  ^vmjhall 
be  on  the  Chaldeans. 

The  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  having  declared  that  he 
is  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  univerfe,  that 
all  things  are  direded  according  to  his  pleafure, 
proceeds  to  Ihew  that  by  confequence  he  can  eafi- 
ly  fulfil  the  promifes  he  hath  made  to  his  people, 
however  improbable  they  may  feem.  He  invites 
all  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  to  attend  to  the  evi- 
dence of  his  eternal  power  and  godhead,  of  the 
truth  of  which  the  hypocritical  and  fceptical  did 
not  acknowledge  themfelves  perfuaded.  For  this 
purpofe  he  requires  them  to  convene  and  confider 
the  following  queftion — Whoamon^  them  bath  de* 
dared  tbefe  ihingii  Who  among  the  idols  honour- 
ed by  the  nations,  who  among  the  diviners,  the 
foothfayers,  the  aftrologers,  and  prognofticators  re- 
fpefted  at  Babylon,  hath  foretold  the  events  that  I 
have  made  known  to  you,  with  their  circumftances 
and  confequences? — Tbe  Lord  hath  loved  him.  He 
is  the  objedl  of  God's  diftinguilhing  favour  and  re- 
gard ;  to  him  the  Mod  High  hath  been  pleafed  to 
reveal  thefe  things,  and  on  him  he  hath  confer- 
red the  honour  of  informing  his  people  of  their  cer- 
tain approach.  According  to  this  expofition,  which, 
as  far  as  I  perceive,  affords  a  fair  and  jufl  interpre- 
tatbn  of  the  words,  -our  Prophet  is  the  perfon  in- 
tended, of  whom*  it  may  indeed  be  faid,  the  Lord 
loved  him.  I  will  not,  however^  contend  for  this 
application  of  the  expreflion,  in  oppofition  to  the 
learned  Vitringa,  and  the  other  commentators  I 
have  confulted,  who  are  of  opinion  that  Cyrus  is 
here  meant,  who  is  called  the  Lord's  anointed.  Of 
that  great  man  it  may  be  faid  the  Lord  loved  him 
— becaufe  he  chofe  him  to  execute  his  righteous 
judgments  on  Babylon,  which  had  grievoufly  af- 
flidled  his  people — becaufe  he  endowed  him  with 
excellent  natural  abilities,  and  crowned  with  fuc- 
ce{s  all  his  expeditions,  fo  that  he  appeared  to  be 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$62  LECTURES  on  the    Chaf.  XLVHI. 

the  objetS  of  God's  gracious  care  and  regard  ;  an^ 
bccauie  God  was  pleafed  to  let  him  know  that  he 
was  the  author  of  all  the  fuccefs  that  attended  his 
enterprizes,  which  the  prince  confefled  in  his  royal 
proclamation.  It  is  afro  faid,  that  what  is  added 
feems  to  refer  to  that  highly  favoured  perfon. — /fo 
w/7/  do  his  pleafwre  on  Babylon,  &c.  The  deliverer 
of  Ifrael,  and  the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  they  fuf- 
tain^d  from  the  Chaldeans,  was  fo  entirely  to  fub- 
due  them,  as  to  have  them  at  his  pleafure  and  dif- 
pofal.  He  was  to  make  them  feel  the  weight  of 
his  powerful  arm,  wheieby  the  ftrength  and  glory 
€>f  that  renowned  city  and  emjnre  were  to  be  over- 
thrown and  abolilhed. 

15  I,  even  /,  have  fpokcn;  yea,  I  have  call- 
ed him :  I  have  brought  him,  and  he  (hall 
make  his  way  profperous. 

The  Lord  God  folemnly  declares  that  he  had  ex- 
plicitly foretold  by  his  Spirit  in  our  Prophet  the 
remarkable  circumrtances  that  were  intimately  con- 
Beded  with  the  deliverance  of  his  people  from  cap- 
tivity. Nor  had  he  (imply  predifted  them ;  he  had 
done  more:  in  his  determined  pui^fe,  he  had  call- 
ed and  brought  forward  the  illuftrious  prince  who 
was  to  perform  the  arduous  fer\  ice.  The  expreffions 
here  ufed  reprefent  the  Pcrfian  conqueror  ps  alrea- 
dy  in  exiftence,  as  having  received  bis  commiffion 
from  the  Almighty,  though  he  was  not  born  for  a 
long  tiine  after  the  prophecy  was  delivered  ;  and 
confequently  they  intimate  the  infallible  certainty 
of  the  predi<51ed  ^\tm.-^/ind  he  Jhall  make  hts  way 
fro/pet  ousn  His  exertions  ihall  be  crowned  with  iuc- 
cels  and  glory  ;  notwithflanding  the  formidable  op- 
pdfliiou  he  hath  to  furmount:  he  fhall  vanquifh  the 
kingdom  and  city  y^  hieh  have  for  lortg  penqd  pro* 
vcd  adverfc  to  the  trantjuillity  and  happmefsof  my 
people.  Thus  have  we  confidertd  the  evidence 
brought  fonvard  to  fliew  the  divinity  of  the  God  of 
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Ifrael,  the  force  of  which  hath  been  already  pointed 
out. 

16  Come  ye  near  to  me,  hear  ye  this ;  I 
have  not  fpoken  in  fecret  from  the  begin- 
ning: from  the  time  that  it  was,  there  am  I: 
and  now  the  LORD  God  and  his  Spirit  hath 
fent  me; 

Thefe  words  are  intended  to  (hew  that  the  pre- 
did  ons  relative  to  the  above  mentioned  event  were 
publifhed  long  before  they  were  fulfilled.  1  had 
almoft  been  induced  by  the  different  fentimenta 
of  inteipreters  of  this  paffage,  to  enter  the  thorny 
field  of  controverfy,  and  to  (late  the  arguments 
\vhereby  they  fuppoit  their  feveral  opinions  re- 
fpeding  the  pcrfon  who  here  addrefied  the  Jew- 
ilh  people.  But  recoUeding  that  this  ftatement 
was  not  likely  to  have  contributed  much  to  pro- 
mote any  valuable  praftical  purpofes,  1  only  ob- 
ferve  that  the  Lord  God  fecms  to  be  the  perlbn 
who  fpeaks  by  his  fcrvant  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
verfe,  and  that  Ifaiah  in  the  lall  claufe  explicitly 
affirms  his  divine  miflion. — CoTne  ye  near  to  nieJ 
This  expreflicMfi  may  have  reference  to  the  pra&ice 
ofperfonswbo  having  fomewhat  of  importance  to 
communicate  to  thofe  in  whom  they  are  deeply  in- 
tereded,  defire  that  they  would  come  near  them,  in 
order  to  hear  with  the  greater  advantage.  The 
Almighty  by  our  Prophet,  requires  his  people  not 
to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  him,  hke  thole  who  are 
unconcerned  and  mdiffcrent  as  to  the  information 
he  was  about  to  impart,  but  to  come  nigh  that  they 
might  receive  his  inftruftions  with  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion.— Hear  ye  this.  Give  diligent  heed  to  the  fol- 
lowing circumttance  that  well  deferves  ferious  con- 
fideration. — /  have  not  fpoken  in  fecret  from  the  be* 
ginning.  From  the  early  period  in  which  you  were 
formed  into  a  nat  on  and  a  church;  1  relided  among 
you  by  the  vifible  fymbols  of  my  prefence,  and 
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took  you  under  my  condudl  and  protedion.  Thence 
forward  1  conveyed  inftrufltion  to  you ;  not  in  the 
uncertain  ambiguous  manner  in  which  the  oracles 
received  by  other  nationshave  been  delivered,  but 
"with  perfpicuity  and  evidence.  The  laws  which  I 
gave  you,  were  pubhcly  and  plainly  promulgated 
from  mount  Sinai ;  my  fervants  the  prophets  did 
not  fpeak  to  you  in  obfcure  comers,  but  delivered 
prediftions  of  many  future  events,  in  plaoes  pf 
public  refort,  which  were  punQually  fulfilled,  as 
thoufands  of  your  brethren  can  teftify.*— jRrp^j  the 
time  it  was,  there  am  L  Thefe  words  probably  re- 
fer to  the  fubjeft  of  the  foregoing  prophecy ;  name- 
ly, the  overthrow  of  Babylon  by  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch, and  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  capti- 
vity. From  the  time  it  was  foretold,  I  the  Lord 
made  it  known  as  a  certain  approaching  event, 
which  I  was  determined  to  bring  to  pafs  in  due  fea- 
fon,  that  I  might  demonftrate  my  power  and  pre- 
fence.  In  this  manner  Jehovah  exclufively  appro- 
priates to  himfelf  the  honour  of  having  clearly  fore* 
told  a  diftant  future  remarkable  occurrence,  which 
gave  evidence  that  he  is  the  only  true  God. 

And  now  the  Lord  God  and  his  Spirit  bathfent 
me.  Our  Prophet  explicitly  affirms  that  he  aded 
by  divine  commiflion,  that  he  fpake  by  the  high- 
eft  authority.  The  Lord  God  having  inquired 
Whom  fhall  I  fend,  and  who  fhall  go  for  us  ?  Ifaiah 
replied,  Here  am  1,  fend  me.  And  he  faid.  Go 
and  tell  this  people.  Hear  ye  indeed,  tor.  In  vir- 
tue of  this  defignation  to  his  office,  he  was  empow- 
ered to  adl  as  the  feryant  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who 
fent  him  to  difcharge  his  miniftry  among  his  coun- 
trymen the  Jews.  By  the  Holy  Spirit  he  was  ilot 
only  appointed  to  this  facred  office,  but  he  was  in- 
ftruded,  fandified,  and  well  qualified  by  his  gifts 
and  graces  for  performing  the  various  parts  of  his 
fundUon  with  honour  and  fidelity.  The  prophet 
'Zechariah  fpeaks  of  his  miffion  in  fimilar  terms, 
•  Thou  ihalt  know  (laid  he)  that  the  Lord  of  hofts 
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♦  hath  fent  me  ynto  you  *.*  Indeed  all  the  pro* 
phets  of  the  Lord  in  foretelling  things  to  come, 
fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who 
by  means  of  impreffions  made  upon  their  minds, 
or  revelations  conveyed  through  the  medium  of 
theh*  fenfes,  direfted  them  what  to  commit  to  writ- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  mankind. — Alfured  then  of 
the  divine  million  of  the  eminent  fervant  of  God, 
whofe  prophecies  we  are  confidering ;  let  us  view 
him  as  the  meflenger  of  Jehovah,  and  receive  his 
prediftions  as  the  words  of  the  living  God,  which 
came  not  by  the  will  of  man,  but  were  given  by 
<Jivine  infpiration, 

17  Thus  faith  the  LORD,  thy  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  one  of  Ifrael ;  I  am  the  LORD  thy 
God,  which  teacheth  thee  to  profit,  which 
leadeth  thee  by  the  way  tbat  thou  (houldefl 
go. 

This  folemn  introdudion  to  what  follows  in  the 
two  fubfequent  verfes,  reprefents  the  fupreme  ex- 
cellence of  the  glorious  perfon  who  addrefles  his 
people ;  his,  intimate  connection  with  them,  and 
the  powerful  obligations  he  hath  brought  them  un- 
der to  his  obedience — Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  Moll 
High  over  all  the  earthy  whofe  name  alone  is  Jeho- 
vah. It  is  not  man,  but  God  who  here  fpeaketh^ 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  hearken  with  veneration 
and  awe  to  the  words  of  his  raouth.-— Thy  Redeem- 
er who  with  a  ftrong  hand  and  ftretched  out  arm, 
refcued  thy  fathers  from  hard  bondage  in  Egypt ; 
who  often  delivered  them  from  the  hands  of  their 
enemies ;  who  according  to  my  promifes  will  li- 
berate you  from  captivity  at  Babylon  :  And  who 
redeems  thofe  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed  from  fpiri- 
tual  fervitude,  brings  them  into  glorious  liberty, 
and  condu^  them  to  the  land  of  uprightnefs. — 
Th(t  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  all  whofe  works,  and  words, 

and 
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and  ways,  arc  perfeftly  fi'ee  from  the  lead  taint  of 
impurity  ;  from  whom  proceeds  all  the  fandllty  of 
my  people,  and  who  am  honoured  by  their  worfliip 
and  fervicc^ — /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  whp  entered 
into  covenant  with  thee,  who  will  emplpy  my  per- 
fections for  your  benefit ;  my  providence  ihall  make 
all  things  work  together  for  your  good,  and  ni^ 
promifes  fhall  be  faithfully  performed  for  your  coia- 
fort. 

Who  teacheth  thee  to  profit.  There  is  none  that 
teacheth  hke  God,  with  uich  amiable  condefcenr 
fion,  with  fuch  perfpicuity  and  evidence,  with  fuch 
afliduity  and  patience,  with  fuch  authority  and  ei5- 
cacy.  He  conveys  inftruftion  by  means  of  his  pro- 
vidence, his  law,  and  his^ofpel ;  by  his  fervants, 
and  his  ordinances.  And  thro'  the  powerful  agen- 
cy of  his  Holy  Spirit,  he  caufes  to  profit  by  tht  im- 
portant leflbns  which  he  inculcates^  He  opens  the 
underftanding  to  perceive  the  meaning  and  defiga 
of  the  falutary  inftruftionshe  conveys,  and  effefttt- 
ally  difpofes  to  hearken  to  his  voice,  and  to  obey 
his  precepts.  He  writes  his  laws  upon  the  heart ; 
he  puts  his  Spirit  into  his  peaplc,  and  caufes  them 
to  walk  in  his  llatutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them** 
In  this  manner  God  teacheth  to  profit..  Under  the 
Old  Teltament,  he  gave  his  people  many  inftruc- 
tive  lellbns  by  his  prowdential  difpenfetions ;  by 
his  inftitutions  and  prophets,  and  by  his  good  Spi- 
rit, as  good  Nehemiah  gratefully  acknowledged  f . 
Under  the  gofpel  he  confers  this  precious  benefit 
on  his  church  m  a  more  eminent  degree,  accord- 
ing as  it  is  written  in  the  prophets,  *  they  fiiaU 
be  all  taught  of  God  if.'  As  every  man  therefore 
that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father  the 
way  of  reconciliation,  hfe,  and  holinefs,  cora- 
eth  to  Jefus  Chrift,  trufting  to  his  right«)ut 
nefs,  grace,  and  Spirit  j  let  us  with  humihty  and 

faith 
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fiuth  have  recourfe  to  him  who  hath  faid,  •  Him  that 
♦  Cometh  unto  me  1  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.* 

fVbo  leadeih  thee  by  thg  way  that  thoujheuldeji  g$. 
What  the  cloud  was  to  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildcr- 
nefs ;  what  the  guide  is  to  the  wandering  traveller ; 
what  the  leader  and  commander  is  to  the  army  j 
that,  and  infinitely  more,  is  the  Lord  God  to  his 
people.  The  expreffion  before  us,  may  allude  to 
the  practice  of  parents  and  thofe  that  have  the  care 
of  children,  who  obferving  their  incapacity  to  con- 
duft  themfelves,  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead 
them  in  the  way  that  they  fliould  take.  Such  com- 
paffionate  regard  doth  God  (hew  to  his  people. 
Well  knowing  their  frame  and  frailty,  and  how 
prone  they  are  to  go  aftray  ;  he  not  only  upholds 
them  by  his  power,  but  conduds  them  by  his  coun- 
fel  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs-for  his  name's  fake. 
He  carries  them  forward  in  the  way  that  they 
ihould  go,  in  the  way  of  his  commandments;  bring- 
ing their  hearts  and  lives  into  entire  fubjection  to 
his  will.  He  difpofes  them  cordially  to  approve  of 
Itis  laws  and  difpenfations,  and  chearfully  to  pro^ 
ceed  in  the  path  of  duty  ;  folicitous  that  nothing 
mayjuftle  them  out  of  •the  right  road,  and  give 
theiq  occafion  toftumble. — Let  us  dibgently  follow 
our  gracious  Lord  and  leader  ;  iludious  whether  in 
public  or  private  continually  to  fet  him  before  113, 
and  to  comply  with  his  diredions. 

18  O  that  thou  hadft  hearkened  to  my 
commandments  1  then  had  thy  peace  been 
as  a  river,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  as  the  waves 
of  the  fea ; 

Since  God  is  the  faithful  inftrudor  and  leader  of 
bis  people  in  all  ages,  whence  doth  it  happen  that 
the  pofterity  of  ilrael  were  reduced  for  a  long  fea- 
/bn  to  fucb  a  calamitous  condition,  having  been 
Tanquiihed,  plundered,  and  led  captive  by  their 

Yql.  UL  4  C  enemies  ? 
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enemies  ?  The  verfe  now  to  be  confidered  gives  a 
fatisfying  reply  to  this  queftion/ and  Ihews.that 
God  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  blamed;  that  the  fault 
was  entirely  their  own,  and  arofe  ix)m  their  difo- 
bedience  to  his  ftatutes  and  ordinances. — 0  that 
thou  hadji  hearkened  to  my  commandments^  which 
bear  the  ftamp  of  my  fupreme  authority,  which 
make  known  my  good  and  perfeft  will  concerning 
you,  and  at  the  fame  time  exhibit  the  riches  of  my 
mercy,  the  importance  and  excellence  of  my  falva- 
tion.  Doth  not  my  precepts  which  are  holy,  juft, 
and  good,  deiigncd  to  enlighten  the  mind,  to  re- 
form the  heart,  and  to  regulate  the  converfation 
and  conduft ;  demand  from  you  diligent  attention, 
\mfufpe6ting  confidence, and  chearful  obedience? 
After  the  JLord  God  had  promulgated  his  law  from 
mount  Sinai,  he  thus  expreffed  his  ardent  defirc 
for  the  people  to  whom  it  was  delivered,  *  O  that 

*  there  were  fuch  an  heart  in  them  that  they  would 

*  fear  me,  and  keep  all  my  conmiandments  always, 

*  that  it  might  be  well  with  the  mand  with  their  chil- 

*  dren  for  ever  *.*  And  again  he  exprefles  himfelf 
in  fimilar  terms,    *  O  that  my  people  had  hearkea- 

*  ed  unto  me,  and  Ifrael  had  walked  in  my  ways  f  I* 
Such  are  the  tender  mercies  of  Jehovah,  that  he 
not  only  grants  to  bis  people  the  means  of  happi- 
nefs,  but  he  reprefents  himfelf  as  regreting  with 
paternal  affeftion  their  frowardnefs  and  obftinacy, 
which  fruftrate  the  benevolent  intentions  of  his  love. 
He  feems  as  if  difappointed  when  we  perverfely 
negleft  to  improve  the  advantages  he  confers,  for 
obtaining  the  bleffings  he  hath  promifed,  and  the 
felicity  he  is  ready  to  impart  in  the  way  confiftent 
with  his  own  honour ;  the  dignity  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  the  nature  of  that  felicity  to  which  he 
would  exalt  us. 

Then  had  thy  peace  been  as  a  rher.  Diftrcfling 
calamities  would  have  been  prevented,  and  the 
hioft  defirable  tranquillity  would  have  been  enjoy- 

ed. 
♦  Deut.  V.  29.  f  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  13. 
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ed.  Were  the  commandments  of  God  obeyed  as 
they  ought,  there  would  not  be  any  thing  to  di- 
fturb  or  injure  mens  fehcity ;  the  church  would  af- 
ford a  pleafant  reprefentation  of  the  exalted  ftate- 
they  fhall  attain  in  the  celefti^l  regions. — Peace 
may  here  denote,  as  in  fome  other  paflages  of 
fcripture,  not  only  freedom  from  diftrefs  and  ca- 
lamity, but  all  manner  of  prpfperity,  both  in- 
ternal and  external.  Great  peace  have  they 
that  love  God's  law,  and  nothing  fliall  oflfend 
them.  The  meaning  of  the  words  before  us  feems' 
to  be  this:  Hadft  thou  hearkened  to  my  command- 
ments, thou  fhouldeft  have  rejoiced  in  abundance 
of  the  bleflings  of  providence  and  grace,  conducive 
to  thy  eftablifhment  and  comfort.  The  fimilitude 
here  ufed  plainly  intimates,  that  one  benefit  fhould 
without  interruption  have  followed  another  in  quick 
fucceffion — that  the  bappinefs  arifing  froni  obedi- 
ence to  the  divine  authority,  fhould  not  have  pro- 
ved like  a  ftream  that  fometimes  runs  dry  ;  but 
would  have  been  exceeding  abundant,  relembling 
the  large  quantity  of  waters  which  are  continually 
flowing  in  a  great  river — that  it  fhould  have  been 
perpetual,  and  never  have  failed  like  the  waters  of 
a  river  that  inceflantiy  receive  new  fupplies  from 
the  fources  whence  they  take  their  rife.  In  like 
manner  the  obedient  people  of  God  fhould  have 
had  their  felicity  not  only  enlarged,  but  extended 
throughout  all  ages  by  plentiful  communications  of 
every  blefling,  from  the  inexhauftible  fountain  of 
life  and  confolation.  The  tranquillity  of  worldly 
men  which  depends  on  the  greateft  uncertainties^ 
and  their  own  fluduating  humours,  is  fcanty  and 
precarious,  and  oft-times  of  Ihort  duration ;  where- 
as the  peace  refulting  from  obedience  to  the  will 
of  God,  is  abundant,  extenfive,  and  permanent. 
A  powerful  argument  this  to  hearken  to  God's 
commandments,  efpecially  taken  in  connedion 
with  the  words  immediately  added. 

And  thy  rigbuoxtjnefi  as  the  waves  of  the  fea^ 

The 
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The  righteoufhefs  here  intended,  may  include  att 
the  temporal  and  fphitual  bledings,  which  give  e« 
vidence  that  a  per&>n  or  people  are  truly  righteous ; 
that  they  enjoy  the  fruits  of  that  righteoufhefe 
which  is  of  God  by  faith  in  the  great  MefEah  j  the 
favour  of  Gkni  apd  communion  with  him.  Tl^  ge- 
neration of  the  upright  llxall  be  blelTed.  It  muft 
be  fo,  for  Gxxi  is  in  the  generation  of  the  righteous 
who  receive  the  blefling  from  the  Lord,  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  from  the  God  of  falvation.  The  righte- 
oufnefs  which  confids  in  giving  to  God  the  tbingii 
that  are  God's,  and  unto  men  the  thmgjs  that  are 
mens;  gives  fatisfying  proof  of  love  to  Cfod  and  his 
ways,  and  is  well  pleafing  unto  the  Lord,  who  lo- 
veth  them  that  follow  aaer .  righteoufnefs.  This 
comprehenfive  benefit  is  promiled  to  refemble  tho 
wa\es  of  the  fea,  which  rapidly  follow  one  another^ 
continually  moving  forward,  and  furmounting  each 
other,  whilft  they  roll  along  with  fuch  prodigious 
force  as  can  with  difficulty  be  oppofed*  The  com- 
paiifon  ftrongly  intimates,  that  by  hearkening  to 
the  commandments  of  God,  large  advances  aro 
made  in  the  pra6tice  of  bolinefs ;  new  ftrength  is 
acquired  fufficient  to  bear  down  all  oppofition  that 
lies  in  the  way  ;  and  thus  the  people  of  God  are 
earned  forward  with  increafing  celerity  toward  the 
great  objed  to  which  they  bend  their  courfe.  By 
thefe  two  elegant  fimilitudes,  our  Prophet  adorns 
and  lUuftrates  his  fubjed,  and  by  this  varied  ima- 
gery promotes  at  once  entertainment  and  inftruc 
tion.  in  this  pleafing  manner  he  powerfully  re- 
commends obedience  to  God,  and  delineates  the 
pecuhar  advantages  attending  his  fervice. — Hiefe 
motives  which  have  been  verified  in  the  experience 
of  thoufends,  ought  to.fliimulate  us  to  pay  that  fa- 
ded rega.d  to  the  authority  of  Jehovah  which  he 
ji4Hy  d^  mands.  The  man  that  feareth  the  Lord 
^\\d  walkeih  in  his  way,  never  fails  to  be  bleffed. 
Hjw  plealant  was  the  tefiimony  of  an  eminently 
guod  muu  to  the  tr^th  we  have  been  confidering. 

Being 
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Being  wUh6d  a  good  day  by  his  friend— replied  that 
he  never  had  an  ill  one  in  his  life.  Being  aked 
how  that  happened — anfwered  that  every  morning 
he  endeavoured  to  have  his  will  conformed  to  the 
will  of  God,  determined  that  whatfoever  pleafed 
God,  ibould  pleafe  -him ;  fo  every  day  was  a  good 
day  to  him,  and  like  a  wave  of  the  fea  waited  him 
on  his  way. 

19  Thy  feed  alfo  had  been  as  the  fand, 
and  the  ofispring  of  thy  bowels  like  the  grar- 
vel  thereof;  his  name  fhould  not  have  been 
<iut  off,  nor  deftroyed  from  before  me- 

Another  happy  confequence  that  fhould  have  re- 

fulted  from  ob^ence  to*  God  is  defcribed  by  two 

.expreffions  of  fimilar  import.     In  the  promife  that 

God  made  to  Abraham,  he  engaged  that  ^  his  feed 

*  fhould  be  as  the  ftars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  fend 

*  upon  the  fea  (hore  for  multitude  *.'  This  allii- 
rance  was  afterward  renewed  to  Jacob,  to  whom  he 
faid,  *  I  will  make  thy  feed  as  the  land  of  the  fea, 

*  which  cannot  be  numbered  for  multitude  f  / 
Thefe  promifes  were  adually  verified  in  the  reign 
of  Solomon  J ;  and  had  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  been 
k  wife  as  to  tuive  hearkened  to  the  commands,  the 
admonitions,  and  inftrudions  of  Jehovah,  they 
might  have  continued  to  multiply  throughout  ^ 
generations.  But,  alas,  when  God  fpake  to  them 
they  would  not  hearken;  and  therefore  he  cut  them 
Ihort  until  they  were  fo  diminiihed,  that  the  whole 
nation  was  not  equal  in  number  to  one  of  their  tribes 
in  the  time  they  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their 
God.-i-ifii,  (or,  as  fome  copies  read)  tby  name  Jhould 
not  bavi  been  cut  cff^  &.c.  Had  the  pofterity  of  ifrael 
been  obedient  to  the  will  of  God,  he  would  not 
have  allowed  the  better  part  of  them  to  have  been 
cut  off  by  war,  famine,  and  peftilence ;  but  they 

fhou.d 
♦  Gen.  xxii.  17.         f  Chap,  xxxii.  xa.        t  Sec  i  Kings 
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fhould  have  been  the  objefts  of  his  peculiar  care 
and  protedion.  Their  name,  their  reputation,  and 
pofterity  fhould  have  been  increafed  and  perpetua- 
ted. The  name,  the  refemblance,*  and  oft  times 
the  inheritance  of  the  fathers  ftiould  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  the  children,  fo  that  they  might  have 
been  had  in  everlafting  remembrance.  To  their, 
difobedience  to  God,  then,  muft  be  attributed  their 
forfeiture  of  the  fruits  of  his  favour,  and  the  inter- 
pofitions  of  his  providence,  and  confequently  the 
deftruftion  of  their  renown  and  glory. — What  pre- 
cious bleffings  do  men  deprive  themfelves  of  by 
their  tranfgreffions  of  the  commandments  of  God  I 
The  Ifraelites  were  the  pecuUar  people  of  Jehovah, 
his  redeemed  and  fandified  ones,  and  blefled  by 
him  above  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  They 
were  honoured  with  magnificent  titles,  they  were . 
favoured  with  his  ordinances,  his  temple,  his  fer- 
vants,  his  oracles,  and  prefence;  and. yet  when 
they  hearkened  not  to  his  commandments,  righte- 
oulbefs,  peace,  and  honour  departed  from  them ; 
the  fword  and  famine,  peftilence  and  captivity,  cut 
them  off.  From  hence  let  us  learn  diligently  to 
obferve  all  God's  ftatutes  which  he  hajh  command- 
ed  us  for  our  good  *.  Thou  haft  commanded  us  to 
keep  thy  precepts  ;  O  that  our  ways  were  direded 
to  beep  thy  ftatutes !  then  ftiall  we  experience  more 
fubftantial  comfort  than  in  the  pleafures  of  fin,  and 
the  pofleftions  of  this  world. 

20  Go  ye  forth  of  Babylon,  flee  ye  from 
the  Chaldeans,  with  a  voice  of  finging  de- 
clare ye,  tell  this,  utter  it  even  to  the  end  of 
the  earth;  fay  ye,  The  LORD  hath  redeem- 
ed his  fervant  Jacob. 

The  Jewifti  people  are  direded  to  take  the  bene- 
fit  of  the  proclamation  to  be  iilued  by  Cyrus  king 

of 

*  Deut.  X.  13. 
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of  Perfia,  and  to  depart  from  the  city  and  empire 
of  Babylon  with  joy  and  triumph,  publifhing  every 
where  this  important  benefit.  The  God  or  Ifrael, 
for  various  ufeful  purpofes,  would  have  his  church 
reftored  to  the  land  of  Judea,  to  which  place  he 
gave  them  exprefs  order  to  return.  Some  of  them, 
who  had  fettled  in  the  land  of  Chaldea^  and  acqui- 
red pofieffiops  in  that  country,  might  have  been  a- 
verfe  to  leave  it ;  and  others,  driven  to  the  remote 
'Comers  of  the  land,  might  not  have  beep  difpofed 
to  undertake  fo  long  and  hazardous  a  journey. 
They  are  therefore  required  by  divine  authority,  to 
leave  the  kingdom  wherein  they  had  been  long  de- 
tained, riot  in  a  fecret  clandeftine  manner,  but — 
With  a  voice  of  Jinging  declare  ye.  TJiey  were  to 
make  known  their  liberation  among  all  the  nations 
into  which  they  were  to  come,  and  to  extol  theur 
deliverance  with  fhouting  and  the  voice  of  triumph 
— ^to  declare  the  caufe,  the  magnitude,  and  the  uti- 
lity of  this  wonderful  interpofition  of  divine  provi- 
dence.— Tell  this,  utter  it  to  the  end  of  the  earth,  &f^. 
Far  from  concealing  this  inftance  of  the  favour  and 
care  of  Jehovah,  they  were  enjoined  to  publifti  it 
in  the  moft  diftant  lands,  and  to  tell  that  the  divine 
difpleafure  on  account  of  their  atrocious  crimes  be- 
ing appeafed,  they  were  releafed  from  captivity, 
and  ordered  to  return  to  their  own  country.  The 
prophet  Jeremiah  hath  defcribcd  the  reftoratjon  of 
Ifrael  from  Aflyria  to  their  own  land  in  fimil^r  lan- 
guage *. 

Say  ye.  The  Lord  hath  redeemed  hisfervant  Ja- 
coh^  not  only  from  bondage  in  Egypt,  but  from 
captivity  at  Babylon,  where  they  were  detained  for 
feventy  years,  in  confequence  of  their  enormous 
tranfgreffions.  Now  the  Lord  hath  vifited  them» 
reftored  them  to  liberty,  and  the  pofleffion  of  the 
land  which  he  gave  unto  their  fathers.  Whilft, 
therefore,  the  heathen  nations  were  aftonilhed  at 
this  deliverance,  and  obliged  to  acknowledge  the 
^  Lord 

•  *  Chap.  xxxi.  7 — 10. 
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Lord  bafh  done  great  things  fiar  them  ;  well  did  it 
become  this  redeemed  people  to  declare  unto  tbc 
ends  of  ^  the  earth,  with  rejoicing  and  ttanfports  of 
gratitude,  Jehovah  faath  done  great  things  for  m, 
whereof  we  are  glad. 

.  21  And  they  thirfled  not  wben  he  led  them 
through  the  defarts;  he  canfed  the  waters  to 
flow  out  of  the  rock  for  them  ;  he  clave  the 
rock  alfo,  and  the  waters  guftied  out. 

The  Lord  God  gracioufly  afiiires  his  people  thtt 
he  would  make  ample  proviiion  for  their  Mctj  and 
comfort  m  their  journey  from  Babylon  to  Jodca- 
The  divine  care  and  prptedion  of  which  they  were 
afiurod,  is  illuilrated  in  the  moft  elegant  manner,  by 
allufion  to  the  miraculous  exit  of  their  fathers  bom 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  the  kind  interpofitions  of 
providence  in  th«ir  behalf,  when  travelling  through 
the  howling  wildemefs.  The  parabolic  ftile  em- 
ployed to  decorate  and  amplify  the  fubjed,  and  to 
render  more  fplendid  the  divine  companion  and  pe- 
culiar care  of  Jehovah,  was  not  defigned,  as  I  &^ 
pofe,  to  be  literally  onderftood.  Explicit  ajSiuaoce 
is  certainly  given,  that  during  their  long  journey 
through  the  defiu-ts,  the  Almighty  would  piovide 
every  thing  neceflaiy  for  the  &&  return  of  bis  peo- 
ple to  their  own  inheritance.  This  fignal  &voar 
and  wonderful  dilplay  oi  his  kindnefs,  God  direds 
them  to  publifh  to  the  moft  remote  nations!^ the 
world. — This  predidion,  which  was  fulfilled  to  Ez- 
ra and  about  50,000  people  that  acccxnpanied  him 
from  Babylon  into  ttie  land  of  Ifrael,  is  in  its  fpiii; 
tuai  and  more  fublime  fenfe  verified  to  tfaofe,  who 
take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  fpirifxed  ^ 
berty,  made  by  the  great  Mefliah  to  the  captives  of 
iin  and  Satan,  Every  part  of  the  prophecy  agreedi 
not  niore  exadly  to  the  return  from  Babylon,  thaa 
it  doth  to  that  eternal  redemption  thereby  pre%Up- 
red,  winch  ieems  to  be  the  grand  fubjed  to  which 
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it  ultimatdy  refers. — ^To  this  fub  jeft  let  us  apply  the 
prediction,  agreeable  to  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
moft  celebrated  interpreters,  of  the  fcriptures.  It 
mull  be  acknowledged,  faith  the  late  learned  bifhop 
of  Briftol,  in  his  Diflertations  on  the  Prophecies  *. 

*  That  many  prophecies  of  fcripture  have  a  double 

*  meaning,  literal  and  myftical,  refpeding  two  e- 

*  vents,  and  receive  a  twofold  completion.'  He 
adds-  that  Dr  Warburton^  who  improves  every 
fubjed  that  he  handles,  fays,  *  that  the  propbe- 

*  tical  writings  are  full  of  this  kind  of  metaphor.' — 
To  people  of  the  above  defcription  the  exhortation 
is  direded.  Go  ye  forth,  &c.  Abandon  the  idolatrous 
pradices  to  wh.»"h  the  inhabitants  of  myftical  Baby- 
Ion  are  addided,  and  renounce  all  farther  intercourle 
with  them.  Let  thofe  who  participate  in  the  re- 
demption of  the  Son  of  God,  publifli  with  exulta- 
tion and  the  voice  of  thankfgiving  the  falvation  that 
God  hath  wrought  for  his  people.  Let  them  alfp 
declare  the  copious  fupplies  which  he  hath  provided 
for  their  comfortable  fubfiftence  during  their  paf- 
fage  through  the  wildemefs  of  this  world. — Thofe 
who  firft  preached  the  ^olpel  liberally  enjoyed  the 
accomplifliment  of  what  is  here  foretold  :  when  tra- 
velhng  through  the  deferts  of  the  Gentile  nations, 
they  were  refrefhed  by  *  the  waters  of  confolation 
that  flowed  from  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fpiritual  rock 
which  was  fmitten  for  the  benefit  of  the  churcli- 
And  to  this  day  the  people  of  God  are  thereby  fo- 
laced  and  comforted  ;  and  this  aftoniflung  inftaiK:e 
of  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  they  ouglit  to 
publilh  to  the  end  of  the  earth,  that  men  may  be 
induced  to  celebrate  the  prailes  of  his  glorious  name, 
with  which  heaven  and  earth  ought  ever  to  refound. 

22  Hbcre  is  no  peace,  faith  the  LORD,  to 
the  wicked. 

Our  Prophet  concludes  this  difcou^fe  with  thefe 
Vol.  UI.  4  D  memomble 

*  VoU  I,  page  76  of  the  loth  edition. 
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memorable  words,  which  are  worthy  of  ferious  at- 
tention. The  wicked,  of  whom  he  Ipeaks,  are  em- 
phatically defcribed  by  the  name  here  given  them, 
which,  in  the  Hebrew  language,  is  derived  from  a 
word  that  fignifies  to  be  unquiet — to  be  guilty — and 
to  be  condemned.  They  are  agitated  by  contend- 
ing turbulent  paflions,  and  frequent  difappoint- 
ments,  whereby  uneafy  commotions  are  excited  in 
their  breads,  difcord  and  ftrife  are  introduced  into 
fociety.  They  are  confequently  guilty  of  the  moft 
flagrant  tranfgreflions  of  the  beautiful  order  which 
God  hath  eftablifhed,  and  are  charged  in  fcripturc 
with  the  odious  crimes  of  contemning  him,  and  of 
rifing  up  in  rebellion  againft  his  atsthprity.  They 
are  therefore  juftly  condemned  ;  the  righteous 
Lord  who  hateth  wickednefs,  and  is  known  by  the 
judgment  that  he  executeth,  hath  declared,  *  that 

*  the  wicked  fhall  be  turned  into  hell  with  all  the 

*  nations  that  forget  God.  Upon  the  wicked  he  (hall 

*  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  and  a  horrible  tem- 
^  pert,  this  {hall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup/  Such 
is  the  miferable  charadler  of  the  wicked  who  fome- 
times  poflefs  great  natural  abilities,  and  occafionally 
afllime  plaufible  appearances  of  piety.  Let  us  then 
impartially  confider,  if  this  defcription  is  applicable 
to  us,  left  we  fay,  Peace,  peace,  to  ourfelves,  whilft 
God  faith,  .  > 

There  is  no  peace.  To  people  of  the  above  de- 
fcription, there  is  no  reconciliation  and*  friendfhip 
with  God,  which  alleviates  every  affliSion  and  for- 
row,  and  fweetens  every '  blefling.  The  wicked 
defpifeth  the  Lord,  and  his  foul  hateth  him  that 
loveth  violence.  Whilft  thfe  contrariety  of  difpofi- 
tion,  intereft,  and  defign  fubfifts,  it  is  impoffible 
that  they  can  enjoy  peace  with  God.  Nor  can 
they  pbflefs  agreeable  tranquillity  of  inind  whilft 
they  continue  at  variance  with  God.  Difturbed 
by  tumultuoiis  paflions,  diftrafted  by  the  accufe- 
tions  of  their  guilty  confciences,  and  diftrefled  by 
perplexing  fears  and  anxious  cares  5  they  areftrang- 
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ers  to  the  inward  compofurc  and  ferenity  enjoyed 
by  the  righteous*  Neither  have  they  peace  among 
themfelves.  Servants  of  divers  lulls  and  pleafures, 
a&ing  under  the  influence  of  oppofite  principles 
and  deligns^  inconfiflent  with  the  eafe,  the  intereft, 
and  fafety  of  others,  they  kindle  the  flames  of  con- 
tention and  difcord  all  around  them.  And  whiKt 
they  continue  wicked,  they  have  not  the  leaft 
profped  of  entering  into  the  peaceful  regions  of  the 
blefled,  but  continuing  at  variance  with  the  God 
<^  peace,  and  with  their  own  confciences,  and  in 
perpetual  enmity  with  each  other,  they  Oiall  ex- 
perience the  truth  here  aflirmed  by  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent,  who  is  faithful  and  true — There  is 
no  peace  to  the  wicked.  Conflder  this,  ye  that  for^ 
get  God,  lay  this  momentous  truth  to  heart,  ye  that 
are  wicked,  who  live  in  the  habitual  praftice  of 
grols  fins,  and  in  the  deliberate  omiflion  of  known 
duties.  Plead  not  your  incapacity  to  comjliy  with 
this  reafonable  tequeft,  whilft  you  are  always  pre- 
pared to  extenuate  your  negligence  by  the  molt 
plaulible  pretexts.  Urge  not  the  foolilh  pretence 
of  want  of  time,  whilft  you  have  enough  of  this 
precious  article  to  fquander  away  in  fin  and  vani- 
ty. Do  not  abfurdly  alledge,  that  it  is  too  foon  for 
you  to  renovmce  your  tranfgrel&ons,  and  to  return 
to  the  Lord.  Is  it  poflible,  that  you  can  too  early 
efcape  mifery  and  wo,  and  become  good  and  hap- 
py ?  If  it  is  now  too  foon  ferioufly  to  review  your 
fpiritual  ftate,  and  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  ere  long 
you  may  find  it  too  late ;  which,  may  God  of 
his  infinite  mercy  prevent,  for  Chrill's  fake. 
Amen. 
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WE  proceed,  in  dependance  upon  God,  to 
confidcr  the  fifth  book  of  t|ie  Prophecfes 
delivered  by  this  eminent  fervant  of  Jehovah,  Ifaiab 
the  fon  of  Amoz.  From  the  40th  chapter  inchifive^ 
the  chief  fubjed  of  his  prediAions*  hath  been  the 
deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Babylon  ; 
with  ftrong  intimations  of  a  far  more  glorious  deK- 
▼erauce  which  that  liberation  was  intended  to  ex- 
hibit, whereby  idolatry  was  to  be  overthrown ;  the 
exiftence  and  perfe<5lions  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  were 
to  be  demonftrated.  Henceforward  the  falvation 
of  the  Gentiles  from  i^orance,  fervitude,  and  guilt, 
by  an  iDuftrious  perfon  called  the  Ifrael,  and  fervant 
of  Johovah,  is  the  topic  of  thefe  prophecies.  Our 
PropheVs  views  are  almoft  wholly  confined  to  this 
fublime  fubjeft,  fo  that  Babylon,  which  had  hi- 
therto  been  often  introduced,  is  now  dropped,  and 
hardly  ever  comes  in  fight  again.  In  treating  with 
great  elegance  of  this  grand  event,  he  employs  the 
moft  beautiful  figures  to  reprefent  its  magnificence, 
and  to  embellifh  the  important  circumfl»nces  with 
which  it  was  to  be  accompanied.  He  defcribesthc 
wonderful  perfon  of  the  Mefiiab,  the  charader  he 
fuftains,  the  oeconomy  over  which  he  prefides,  the 
conditions  through  which  he  was  to  pais,  the  king- 
dom he  was  to  eftablilh  among  the  Gentiles,  which 
was  to  terminate  in  the  higheft  fplendor  and  glory, 
,  -with  its  various  fortunes,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Jew- 
iih  church. — In  the  chapter  before  us,  a  new  and 
very  pleafing  fcenens  opened  to  view.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  grieved  and  vexed  by  the  obftinate  wicked- 
nefs  of  great  part  of  the  Jewilh  nation,  who  had 
rejeQed  his  admonitions  and  counfels,  directs  our 
Prophet  to  foretel  the  future  vocation  of  the  Gen- 
tiles into  the  kingdom  of  God,  with  its  caufcs,. 
means,  and  eifeds.     For  this  purpofc,  after  a  fliort 
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exordium,  the  Son  of  God,  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  is 
brought  forward  in  pcrfon,  declaring  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  commiflion,  for  executing  the  great  and 
glorious  work,  of  the  converfion  of  the  heathen  na^ 
tions  to  the  true  and  living  God,  after  moft  part  of 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  rejeded  the  falvation  ofFeredl 
to  them,  ren  1—6. — Jehovah  is  then  reprefent^di 
giving  the  moft  ample  protnifes  to  the  compaifion^ 
ate  Redeemer,  of  the  vafl:  fuccefs  with  whtch  the 
call  of  the  Gentiles  was  to  be  attended  ;  and  exhi- 
biting the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  the  church  under  the 
peculiar  care  of  divine  providence  and  grace,  which 
is  followed  with  the  joyful  gratulations  of  the  faints^ 
ver.  7—13. — ^After  which,  the  church  competed 
of  the  eled  Jews  that  had  been  exercifed  with  va- 
nous  affidlions  through  many  ages,  are  allured  of 
the  wi(hed-for  profperity  and  fuccefs  of  the  king* 
dom  of  the  Moft  High,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the 
pcomifes  and  prcdidlions  delivered  on  that  fubjecl, 
^ver.  14 — 31. — ^The  chapter  concludes  with  a  pre- 
didion,  that  immenfc  numbers  of  people  were  to 
flock  into  the  church,  of  which  kings  and  princes- 
ihould  become  the  kind  guardians — whilft  their 
adverfaries  were  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  terrible 
daughter  which  they  were  to  make  of  one  another, 
ver.  aa — 26. 


CHAP.    XLIX. 

LISTEN,  O  ifles,  unto  me ;  and  hearken, 
ye  people  from  far ;  The  LORD  hath 
called  me  from  the  womb ;  from  the  bowels 
of  my  mother  hath  he  made  mention  of  my 
name. 

Jefus  Chrift  the  great  prophet  of  the  Lord,  the 
true  Meffiah,  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  calls  the  at- 
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tendon  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  and  diftant 
countries,  to  the  confummate  abilities  and  ample 
qualifications  he  poflefles  for  being  the  Redeemer 
ot  the  church. — If  f  ou  alk  of  whom  fpeaketh  the 
prophet,  of  himfelf  ot  of  fome  other  man  ?  The 
lervant  of  Jehovah,  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  the 
ialvation  of  God  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  the  in- 
ftrudor  of  the  iflands  and  of  remote  heathen  king- 
doms, are  charaders  which  do  not  properly  applj 
tolfaiah,  or  any  other  befide  Jefus  Chrift;  wha 
fiiith,  •  Look  imto  me  and  be  ye  faved  all  the  ends  of 
*  the  earth ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe.' 
Every  one  well  affefted  to  the  gofpel,  who  knows 
and  loves  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  impartially 
confiders  this  prophecy,  muft  acknowledge,  that  he 
is  the  illuftrious  perfon  who  fpeaks  by  his  Spirit  in 
our  Prophet.  Having  expended  for  nought  much 
time  and  labour  on  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  that  he  might 
bjnig  them  into  the  way  of  falvation ;  lo !  he  turns 
to  the  Gentiles,  and  generoufly  offers  them  that 
precious  benefit  which  the  Jews  defpifed,  and  the 
privileges  therewith  connedted.  He  addrefles  his 
difcourfe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  where  he  foreknew  his  king- 
dom was  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  his  gofpel  made 
known — And  *  to  the  people  from  far,*  who  refidc 
in  lands  fituated  at  the  greatefl  diftance  from  Ju- 
dea,  among  which  may  be  comprehended  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain.  Thefe  nations,  the  Soa 
of  God  requires  to  hearken  to  the  important  infor- 
mation he  was  about  to  convey  to  them,  which 
ought  to  be  received  with  refpeft  and  attention, 
and  ferioufly  confidered  as  the  means  of  begettmg 
that  faith  which  comes  by  hearing.  You  have  hi- 
therto heard  philofophers,  orators,  dii^iners,  and 
foothfayers,  by  many  of  whom  you  were  impofed 
upon  and  led  away  from  true  wifdom  ani  the  way 
of  falvation.  I  therefore  now  offer  you,  faith  the 
Lord,  a  teacher,  to  whom,  if  you  hearken  diligent- 
ly, and  obey  as  you  ought,  you  fhali  come  to  the 
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knowledge  of  the  truth  which  you  have  fought  m 
vain,  g«d  fhare  in  that  falvatian  which  you  have 
defired  without  efFed. 

.  The  Lord  hath  called  me^  &c.  The  difcourfe 
commences  with  informing  the  Gentile  nations,  of 
his  charader  and  office,  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
inflxuded — ^That  he  is  the  ambaflador  of  God  to 
men,  who  is  appointed  to  teach  them  the  know* 
ledge  of  that  falvatioil  which  he  himfelf  was  to  pro* 
cure  and  beftow — that  he  was  deftined  to  this 
great  work,  not  only  from  the  womb  when  he  ap- 
peared on  earth  in  the  fafhion  of  a  man,  but  befijre 
the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid.  From  e- 
verlafting,  before  his  works  of  old,  the  Lord  God 
chofe  and  appointed  the  perfon  who  here  fpeaks  to 
the  arduous  work  afterward  mentioned, — From  the 
bowels  of  my  mother ^Sf-c.  Prior  to  his  nativity,  Je- 
hovah particularly  defcribed  his  perfon,  qualifica- 
tions, offices,  and  various  circumftances,  relative  to 
his  humbled  and  exalted  ftate.  Arid  a  coi:fider- 
able  time  before  he  was  bom,  he  was  named  by  tht 
angel  who  appeared  to  his  mother,  and  faid,  *  thoa 

*  fhalt  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  fhalt  call  his  name  Je- 
'  fus.  He  fliall  be  great,  and  Ihall  be  called  the 
'  Son  of  the  Higheft  ;  and  the  Lord  God  fhall  give 

*  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David  */  By 
this  folemn  introduftion  to  the  following  difcourfe, 
this  illuftrious  perfonage  acquaints  his  hearers  with 
the  dignity  of  his  charafter;  that  he  might  thereby 
conciliate  the  greater  attention  and  refpcft  to  the 
important  truths  he  was  about  to  deliven — ^*To 

*  thefe  things  then  let  us  give  the  more  eameft 
f  heed,  left  at  any  time  we  Ihould  let  them  flip— 

*  For  how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  negled  fo  great  fal- 

*  vation,  which  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken  by 

*  the  Lord,  und  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them 

*  that  heard  him  f  / 

2   And  he  hatji   made  my  mouth  like 

.  a  (harp 

*  Luke  i.  31,  32.  f  Heb,  ii,  i,  &/e^. 
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It  (harp  fword ;  in  the  fhadow  of  his  hand 
hath  he  hid  me,  and  made  me  a  polifhed 
Ihaft ;  in  his  quiver  hath  he  hid  me. 

The  Son  of  Go^,  the  great  Prophet  of  the  Lord, 
declares,  that  Jehovah  had  perfeftly  qualified  him 
for  performing  the  prophetic  office,  to  the  exercife 
of  which  he  was  called  and  conftituted-— In  the 
firft  expreflion,  the  caufe  is4>ut  for  the  eflfecl,  the 
mouth  for  th^  words  that  proceed  from  it.  The  dif- 
courfes  of  Jefus  Chriflare  inteiided,  the  inftrudions, 
the  reproofs,  exhortations,  and  threatenings  which 
proceeded  from  his  lips,  into  which  grace  was  pour- 
ed, who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  fo  that  his  ene- 
laies  could  not  refill  the  Spirit  and  wifdom  that  he 
pianifeftcd.  His  words  were  like  a  fharp  fword, 
that  powerfully  penetrates  the  heart,  that  divides 
afunder  the  flefh  and  fpirit,  and  deftroys  the  animal 
life.  In  like  manner,  the  words  of  the  Son  of  God, 
accompanied  with  divine  power,  not  only  feparate 
man  from  man,  him  that  believeth  from  him  that 
beli6veth  not,  the  righteous  from  the  wicked ;  but 
they  reach  the  consciences  of  men,  they  kill  the 
-body  of  fin  and  death,  they  fubdue  carnal  affec- 
tions, and  bring  down  every  high  thing  that  ex- 
^teth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  him.  Thus 
they  give  him  complete  vidlory  over  his  enemies, 
who  are  flain  by  the  words  of  bis  mouth,  and  in 
whofe  converfion  or  overthrow  be  glorioufly  tri- 
umphs. This  efficacy  is  attributed  to* Jehovah, 
who  appointed  him  his  fervant,  and  endowed  him 
with  iucb  immenfe  powers  of  eloquence,  that  e- 
very  mouth  might  be  ftopt,  and  every  tongue  that 
rileth  againft  him  in  judgment  he  might  condemn. 
And  his  vjovd  in  the  mouth  of  his  fer\'ants  who  arc 
afent  forth  by  him  to  fubdue  the  nations  into  the 
-obedience  of  faith,  attended  with  his  divine  agen- 
cy, prove  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation. 

Jn  theJhadovD  of  his  hand  hath  he  bid  me.     The 
hand  of  Jehovah  may  denote  his  power  and  provi- 
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dence  whcrelry  his^divine  par^fes  ar^  executed  and 
brcnight  into  effe^.  The  fliadow  of  his  hand  ^hich 
^exhibited  the  exad  form  by  which  his  inighty  ope*, 
rattens  are  modelled,  may  iignify  the  decrees^  pre<^ 
di<9ions,  and  promifes,  with  the  nte$  and  fkciiiioes 
that  aflforded  a  juft  reprefentation  oi  what  was  to  be 
done^  and  executed  in  the  fuhiefs  of  time.  In  this 
Ihadow,  Jefus  Chrift  was  in  great  meafure  con-. 
ceakd  from  the  view  of  the  ancient  church,  to 
4^hom  he  w^  aot  made  manifeft.  The  apoftle  of 
Che  Gentiles,  treating  of  the  dodtrind  of  his  gofpel- 
wha  wiis  deftined  to  be  the  falvation  of  God,  nfes 
a  flmilar  eXpreffion  to  that  now  before  us.  He  faysy 

*  That  the  preaching  of  Jefus  Chrift  according  td 

*  the  revelation  of  the  cAyftery  which  was  kept  fe- 
^  cret  fiace  the  world  began,  is  now  made  manifeii 

*  by  the  fcriptures  of  the  prophets  *.'  The  arards 
then  may  import,  dither  that  be  was  not  revealed 
atid  clearly  made  known,  umil  the  remarkable  pe^ 
riod  whei^ein  fa^  was  to  make  his  perfonal  appear- 
ance ;  or  that  after  he  came  forth  from  the  Father'^ 
bofom,  he  was  affwredly  to  enjoy  the  protedion  of 
the  Alnrighty,  as  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Pfahnsf . 
Of  this  fafety  he  fpeaks^  as  if  he  already  hsid 
enjoyed  it,  to  intimate  the  infallible  certainty  of  the 
events  and  his  fyrm  confidence,  that  it  would  be  a£> 
forded  him. 

^tjd  maUs  me  a  polijhidjhjift,  &c .  The  Light  <£ 
the  Gentiles  and  the  Saviour  of  Urael,  deicrDi^s  his 
charadier  and  office  with  reference  to  the  deadly 
inlirument*  which  prove  fatal  to  mankind.  The 
beauty  and  propriety  of  this  allufiqn  cannot  fail  to 
TMkt  impreflioh  on  the  minds  of  his  difciptesw  He 
fpdaks  of  himfelf  as»  a  )  oliftied  or  choice  fteifr, 
in  itfelf  beautiful  and  admirably  adapted  to  execute 
the  purpofe^  to  which  it  is  applied.  No  fiich  ex- 
cellent Teicher,  Saviour,  or  King,  as'Jefos  Chrift; 
who  ift*  eyery  fefped:  i^  perfectly  fitted  t^  execu- 

V^ir.  111.  4  E  ting 

^  Jt091.xvi.25,  26,     f  Sec  PfaL  Ixxxix.2i.  &  xci.  throughout. 
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ting  the  purpofes  of  infinite  wifdom  apd  grace.  He 
flays  that  he  may  fave  men;  and  teaches  them  that 
they  muft  die  unto  fin,  that  they  may  live  unto 
righteoufiiefs ;  that  it  behoves  them  to  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body  that  they  may  live.  And  his 
word  direded  by  his  (kilfiil  omnipotent  arm,  accom- 
panied with  the  efficacy  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  em- 
phatically compared  to  arro5Vs  and  weapons,  ancient- 
ly ufed  in  war  by  the  eaftem  nations.  It  penetrates 
the  heart,  deftroys  the  body  of  fin  and  death,  and 
deprives  it  of  force  and  adivity ;  it  brings  men 
into  fubjeflion  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  goe^  forth  con- 
quering and  to  conqupr,  that  he  may  eftabhfli  the 
fpiiitual  king^oni  of  God  among  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
— In  bis  quiver  bath  be  bid  me.  The  quiver  is  ^ 
cafe  for  hoiduig  arrows  ;  and  in  its  figurative  fenfe, 
may  denote  the  pounfel  of  ,God,  wljerein  thofe  il- 
luftrious  perfons  are  defcribed  th^t  were  honoured 
to  effed  the  converfion  of  men  to  the  Eving  God ; 
fuch  as  the  patriarchs,  tlie  prophets,  and  the  apof- 
ties  of  Jefus  Chrift.  AU  thefe  i^xcellent  arrows  fent 
forth  from  time  to  time,  to  perform  the  fervices  af- 
ligned  them,  were  all  contained  in  the  divine  de- 
cree. Among  thefe  there  was  one  choice  incom- 
parable arrow,  appropriated  by  the  peculiar  care  and 
wifdom  of  God,  to  fubdue  the  Gentile  world,  and 
to  eftablifli  among  men  the  kingdom  of  the  Moft 
High.  This  was  no  other  than  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
was  exhibited  to  the  Jews  after  the  fifteenth  year  of 
Tiberius,  apd  to  the  Gentiles  After  the  fourth  year 
of  Claudius  C^far  the  RcHnan  Empetor. 

3  And  iaid  wntp  ine,  TJiou  art  my  fer- 
vartt,  O  Ifrael,  iji  whom  I  will  be  glprified. 

Tli^fe  lyords  annouhpe  the  mediatorial  office  in 
which  the  Mefliah  wias  to  be  inverted,  and  the  impor- 
tant  defign  which  was  thereby  to  be  accompliflied. 
Jehovah  made  known  to  him  his  determine  pur- 
pofe,  that  he  (hould  not  only  be  the  Inftrudor  of 
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the  Churoh,  but  alfo  the  great  Mediator  of  the  hu* 
man  race.   For  this  end  he  was  to  fubmit  to  a  Hate 
of  poverty  and  fervitude,  and  become  obedient  to 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crois ;  that  by  fuftain- 
ing  the  moil  grievous  fufierings,  his  people  might 
obtain  eternal  falvation. — 0  IfraeL     Thou  who  of 
all  thofe  that  are  Ifiaelites  indeed,  exhibits  to  high* 
eft  advantage,  the  diflinguiihing  charadters  of  Ja- 
cob, thy  renowned  progenitor  according  to  the  flefli, 
who  wreftled  with  God,  obtained  the  bleffing,  and 
faved  both  himfelf  and  his  houfe. — In  whom  IJball 
be  glorified.    The  offices  executed  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  difpenfation  of  grace  over  which  he  prefides, 
and  the  government  of  the  church,  richly  difplay  the 
glory  of  God,  and  manifeft  the  divine  perfedions 
of  goodnels,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and  power  of 
Jehovah ;  on  account  of  which  he  is  highly  celcr- 
brated.     This  is  that  great  work  wherein  all  the 
ways  of  God  are  concentered;  wherein  all  the  greaf 
lines  of  revelation  meet,  and  in  which  all  his  glori- 
ous attributes  fhine  forth  with  the  brighteft  efful- 
gence ;  by  which  the  Meffiah  is  himfelf  glorified, 
the  foundations  of  the  kingdom  of  God  are  laid,  and 
on  account  whereof  the  praifes  of  Jehovah  are  fung 
by  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  through  immor* 
tal  ages.  The  obedience  and  death  of  Chrift,  where* 
by  God  is  glorified,  is  that  grand  event  which  the 
Lord  God  contemplated  with  pleafure  from  ever- 
lading,  and  which  fhall  be  admired  with  exquifite 
delight  by  all  the  redeemed  from  among  men. 

*  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praife  him  ;  all  ye  the  feed 

*  Jacob  glorify  him ;  and  fear  him  all  ye  the  feed 
•ofUraclV 

4  Then  I  faid,  I  have  laboured  in  vain,  I 
have  fpent  my  ftrength  for  nought  and  in 
vain ;  yet  furely  my  judgment  is  with  the 
LORD,  and  my  work  witHmy  God. 

The  Meffiah  is  introduced  complaining  of  the 

little 
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litde  fuccefi  that  attended  his  labour  among  the 
Jews,  and  encouraging  bimfetf  with  the  hope  of 
greater  fuecefs  and  reward,  proimfed  to  him  by  J&* 
hovah.  With  refped  to  the  former  of  tfaefe  fub- 
jeds.  The  Lord  jefus  Chrift  did  indeed  labour 
liard,  and  fpent  his  ilrength  in  performing  the  ar« 
duous  work  that  was  given  him  to  do,  as  is  abun* 
dantly  evident  from  the  hiftory  of  his  life.  He  mag- 
nified  the  law  of  (G^od  by  his  perfe£l  obedience ;  be 
deftroyed  the  empire  of  fin ;  he  vanquiflied  the 
powers  of  darknefs ;  he  overcame  death  and  fpoiled 
bim  of  his  conqueils ;  he  incefiantly  went  aboot 
doing  good  to  men.  He  taught  in  the  fynagogues, 
in  the  temple,  and  other  places  of  public  rsfort ; 
he  refuted  the  cavils,  and  eluded  the  fnares  of  hi} 
adveriaries ;  and  healed  the  difesfed  that  wen 
brought  to  him  for  cure.  He  attended  at  the  readr 
ing  ot^the  kw,  and  at  the  folamnfeftivals  of  divine 
inilitution  ;  he  made  long  joumieson  foot  in  the  diT- 
chargeof  his  miniftry,omitting  no{Hx>peF  opportunity 
of  conveying  inftruftion  to  the  people.  During  the 
day  he  was  allidaoyily  employed  in  tes^ehing  th$ 
way  of  God  in  truth,  and  privately  inftruding  his 
(lifciples ;  during  the  night  be  often  retired  and 
fpent  great  part  of  it  in  prayer  and  conveife  with 
God.  '  In  this  arduous  labour  wherein  his  nrnid  was 
intenfely  engaged,  and  in  which  he  had  to  furmount 
the  greateft  difficulties  and  the  ipoft  virulent  oppe- 
fition ;  this  fervant  o£ Jehovah  exhauftedhis  ilrepgtb 
and  laboured  more  abundantly  than  the  prophets, 
the  miniflers,  and  the  ^apoftles,  -that  were  labour- 
ers together  with  him.  They  <^  their  peaury  caft 
into  tbe  treafury  of  the  church  what  he  was  pleafed 
to  give ;  he  from  his  unfearchable  riches  contributed 
immenfe  ftopes.  All  his  perfe^ions  as  Ged^  aU  his 
abilities  as  man,  all  his  qualifications  aa  mediator, 
were  employed  for  the  benefit  of  bis  people»*^AH 
this  labour  he  coifiplain.^  W^i 

Fpr  nought  and  in  vain.     The  ^it  and  fuccefi 
iccdmp^ymg  bis  immenfe  laboyr^  wece  not  ade- 
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qoate  to  the  tcnl  and  fatigue  he  fuftained.  The  ex- 
preffion  Hke  mnny  others  ufed  in  fcripture,  muft 
not^  be  abfblutcly  but  comparatively  underftood ; 
for  our  Lord  had  not  a  few  difciples  in  Qallilee  ajsd 
in  Judea.  It  ftrongly  intimates  that  his  work  was 
not  attended  with  thofe  exteniive  good  effects,  that 
were  fjiited  to-  the  dignity  of  his  perlbn,  to  what 
he  had  reafon  to  exped  from  the  pauos  he  took  to 
conrert  the  Jews,  to  the  miracles  he  performed,  and 
the  benefits  he  conferred  upon  the  nation.  Having 
demonitrated  by  the  moft  convincing  proofs,  that  he 
was  the  promifed  long  expeded  Meffiah,  who  was 
ebk  and  ready  to  confisr  the  great  falvation  which 
prophets  and  righteous  men  defired  to  fee;  he 
Should  have  got  the  moft  welcome  reception,  and 
i>een  entertained  with  joyful  acclamations.  The 
reverfe  however  was  the  fa& ;  he  was  a  ftone  of 
Aumbhng,  and  a  rock  of  offence  to  both  the  hou- 
fes  of  Ifrael.  As  a  public  teacher  he  was  heard  with 
admiration  ;  his  miracles  were  viewed  with  aftonifh- 
luent ;  notwithftanding  great  part  of  the  people 
blinded  by  ignorance  and  prejudices  perfifted  in  un- 
belief; fo  that  cojTiparatively  fpeaking  and  to  ex- 
ternal appearance,  the  glory  of  Ifrael  fcemed  to 
h^ve  fpent  his  ftrength  for  nought,  and  to  have  lo(l 
during  his  public  miniftry  the  reward  of  his  labour. — 
And,  alas  !  ftill  there  is  ground  to  renew  the  com- 
plaint among  us  in  thefe  laft  days,  that  the  com- 
pafliondte  Redeemer  has  but  fmall  retribution  made 
to  him  fbr  the  toils  and  fufFerings  he  endured.— 
Tei  /ureh  my  judgment,  &c.  Notwithftanding  the 
wilhed  for  happy  confequences  of  the  Memah's 
Mifficm  and  miniftry  did  not  appear  among  the 
Jews;  heexprefles  his  firm  confidence  that  his  la- 
bours and  fufFerings  were  to  be  accompanied  with 
a  certain  and  glorious  reward.  He  himfelf  was  to 
be  highly  exalted}  and  a  name  given  him  that  is 
above  every  name;  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth 
was  to  be  committed  into  his  hands,  that  he  might 
give  eternal  life  to  all  who  believe  and  obey  him. 
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By  his  knowledge  inimy  were  to  be  ji^ificd;  thn/ 
his  mediation  multitudes  which  no  man  can  num- 
ber were  to  be  eternally  faved.  According  to  pro- 
phecy all  kings  were  to  fell  down  before  him,  and 
all  nations  were  to  ferve  hhn ;  men  were  to  be 
bleffed  in  him,  and  to  call  him  blefled  *.  And  as^ 
for  his  obftinate  incorrigible  enemies,  righteous 
vengeance  fhall  affuredly  be  executed  upon  them; 
'  for  the  kingdoms  that  will  not  ferve  him  Ihall  pe- 
*  rifh ;  yea,  they  (hall  be  utterly  wafted.*  This  glo- 
rious profpe<^  animated  and  fupported  him  under 
the  negleft  and  contempt  offered  to  him  and  his 
falvation. — Similar  comfortable  aflbrance  given  to 
the  feithful  fervants  of  God,  that  the  Lord  is  not 
tmrighteous  to  forget  their  work  and  labour  of  love, 
ought  to  impart  confolation  to  their  minds,  iinder 
the  difcouragements  they  meet  with,  and  the  little 
fucccfs  that  attends  their  exertions  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Moft  High. 

5  f  And  now,  faith  the  LORD  that  form- 
ed me  from  the  womb  to  be  his  fervant,  to 
bring  Jacob  again  to  him,  Though  Ifrael 
be  not  gathered,  yet  fhall  I  be  glorious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  LORD,  and  my  God  fhall  be 
my  flrength. 

The  Meffiah  declares  his  firm  perfuafion  of  ob- 
taining the  ample  recompenfe  of  his  miniftry,  found- 
ed on  his  having  been  appointed  by  Jehovah  to 
the  fervice  in  which  he  was  engaged. — And  now. 
Whereas  the  unbelief  and  impenitence  of  the  Jew- 
ifh  nation,  to  which  I  was  primarily  fent,  is  re- 
markably confpicuous,  fo  that  from  them  I  receive 
not  a  fuitable  reward  of  my  labours — The  Lord 
Jaitb^  &c.  who  formed  me  the  moft  excellent  rf 
all  the  fons  of  men,  and  endowed  me  with  the  beft 
gifts  and  the  moft  amiable  graces  of  which  human 

nature 
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nature  is  capable ;  that  I  might  execute  with  honour 
andTucceis  the  extraordinary  work  affigned  to  me 
by  the  divine  counfel  and  providence. — To  be  bis 
firvant,  that  I  may  obey  his  command,  accomplifli 
his  benevolent  deiign,  and  communicate  to  men 
the  blefiings  of  his  grace. — To  bring  Jacob  again  to 
bim.  This  great  fhepberd  and  biihop  of  foiUs,  who 
fuffered  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  was  appointed  to  re- 
ftore  from  their  difperfioq,  the  chofen  poftcrity  of 
that  reno^\'ned  patriarch,  who  had  gone  aftray  like 
loft  fheep,  and  to  bring  them  into  the  favour  of 
Ood,  by  means  of  his  obedience  unto  death,  and 
his  gofpel,  accompanied  with  his  Spirit.  He  was 
deftined  to  bring  them  into  the  paths  of  rigbteouf- 
nefs  from  which  they  had  departed,  and  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  moft  important  benefits  promifed  to 
then:  fathers.-r-Be  felicitous,  brethren,  that  you 
may  be  brought  back  to  God  from  whom  you  have 
departed,  by  the  great  Mediator;  th^t,  being  blef- 
fed  with  his  friendfiiip,  and  the  fruits  of  his  loving 
kindnefe,  you  may  henceforth  live  to  bis  pmife. 

Though  Ifrael  be  not  gathered^,  &c.  The  Son  of 
God  was  invefted  wifb  the  charadter  of  Jehovah's* 
fervant,  *  that  he  might  gather  in  ithe  putcafts  of  If- 
^  rael ;  that  he  might  gather  together  in  one  the 
f  children  of  God  that  were  fcattered  abroad  *.* 
They  were  difperfed  amo^g  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  they  were  far  from  God,  their  iniquities  ha- 
ving feparated  between  him  and  them,  and  they 
were  at  variance  among  tbemfelves  as  to  their  reU- 
gious  fentiments  and  praiftices.  Such,  however, 
was  the  condefcehding  grace  of  the  JLord  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  he  would  have  gathered  them  as  a  hen 
gathereth  her  chickens  uruler  her  wings,  and  as  the 
ihepherd  gathereth  the  ftieep  into  the  fold,  but  they 
would  not  be  gathered.  So  great  was  the  perverfe 
obflinacy  of  that  difobedient  gainfaying  people,  that 
they  refufed  to  comply  with  his  gracious  defign;  they 
wonlifnot  hearken  that  their  fouls  might  live;  they 

would 
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would  iSiot  come  to  him  that  tbey  might  have  Iife.-^ 
Titjhali  I  be  glorious  in  the  eygs  of  the  Lord.  Such  b 
the  dignity  of  my  charader^  and  the  importance  of 
the  oiiice  affigned  to  izie  by  Jehovah,  th^t  I  ih^ 
certainly  receive  an  ample  reward,  that  ihall  fuliy 
compenfate  all  the  labour  to  which  1  fubmit  to 
accompiiih  the  work  in  which  I  am  engaged 
He  hath  determined  that  I  ihall  have  the  glo- 
ty  of  being  the  Saviour,  not  only  of  the  Jews, 
but  of  the  Gentiles,  and  of  conducing  from  a- 
t^xxg  all  nations  many  fens  to  glory,  ft  muft  bd 
^  here  affirmed;;  for  he  who  alfumed  the  form 
^f  a  iervant  is  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  the  ex- 
pref$  image  of  his  perfon,  who  in  his  humbled 
ftate  yielded  perfed  obedience  to  his  Father's  wiB^ 
that  he  might  execute  the  defigns  of  his  love,  and 
obtain  the  redemption  of  hid  chofen^  How  glcni^ 
Otis  then  muft  he  be,  who  having  tanquifhed  by 
bis  death  all  the  enemies  of  his  kingdom^  was  lai-* 
fed  from  the  dead,  and  fet  down  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Majefty  on  high. — And  my  God  Jhall  be  isj 
Jirengih.  By  his  mighty  power  1  fball  be  prefeiVed 
and  iuftainedy  in  pertoroiifig  the  whole  work  that  M 
hath  given  me  to  do,  notwithllandifag  every  inter- 
vening obftacle;  then^re  I  ihall  not  fsalor  bd 
difdouraged.  The  Hebrew  word  tranflated  ftrength, 
fignifies  alfo  praife  or  gloty  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the 
ejipreiTion  imports,  that  my  God,  to  wbofe  honGcnr 
and  glory  my  lervice  is  devoted,  ihall  afford  me  am- 
ple ground  to  magnify  him,  on  account  of  the  ccufe* 
tinued  fupport  I  ihaJl  enjoyt  in  the  execution  of 
the  arduous  work  I  have  undertaken. 

6  And  he  faid.  It  is  a  light  tbi»g;thai  fhou 
fhouldft  be  nny  fef vant,  to  taife  up  the  tribes 
jdf  Jacob,  and  to  reftore  the  preferved  of  If- 
rael :  1  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
Gentiles,  that  thou  mayefl  be  my  falvation 
un^o  the  end  of  the  earth, 

e      The 
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The  Lord  God  who  formed  the  Meffiah  declares, 
that  the  glory  of  faving  the  elefl:  among  the  Jew^ 
being  aft  inade<^uate  reward  for  his  humiliation  and 
obedienee,  he  would  confer  upon  him  a  more  glo- 
rious recompenfe,  by  giving  him  to  be  the  light  and 
felvatbn  of  the  Gentiles. — //  is  a  light  thing,  fyc. 
too  trivial  an  acknowledgment  of  thy  laborious 
fervices  to  exalt  the  children  of  Jacob  from  their 
depreffed  apoftate  condition.  The  pofterity  of  that 
Patriarch  are  well  known  to  have  been  divided  in- 
to twelve  families  or  tribes,  according  to  the  nmn- 
ber  and  names  of  his  twelve  fons ;  in  which  were 
comprehended  the  chofen  people  whom  God  fet  a- 
part  for  himfelf  as  his  peculiar  treafure.  To  them 
the  apoftle  James  direded  his  epiftle,  and  *  for  the 

*  hope  of  the  promife  made  of  God  unto  their  fa- 

*  thers,  (faid  the  apoftle  Paul),  our  twelve  tribes  in- 

*  ftantly  ferve  God  day  and  night  ♦.*  Thefe  th^ 
Meffiah  was  to  raife  from  a  low  and  fervile  condi- 
tion to  an  honourable,  comfortable  ftate^  wherein 
they  were  to  enjoy  true  dignity  and  happinefs— 
He  was  to  reftore  the  preferved,  or  rather  the  de* 
folations  of  Ifrael,  which  were  gone  into  ruin,  to  re- 
fcue  them  from  the  errors  and  prejudices  they  had 
imbibed,  and  the  tranfgreffions  into  which  they 
had  fallen  ;  to  introduce  them  into  the  glorious  li- 
berty of  the  children  of  God,  and  enrich  them 
with  the  moft  precious  bleffings.  This  was  the 
primary  defign  of  the  Meffiah  being  fent  into  the 
world,  the  firft  part  of  the  great  work  committed 
into  his  hand.  To  lave  even  one  finner  from  de- 
ihru<aion  is  not  a  trivial  but  a  moft  momentous  buli-  ' 
nefs,  much  more  to  refcue  from  perdition  thoufaitds 
of  thoufands.  It  was,  however,  comparatively  light 
Sn  refped  of  the  confummate  dignity  of  the  ;Re- 
deexner's  perfon,  the  infinite  love  which  the  Lord 
God  bare  to  him,  snd  tbc  merit  of  his  perfe^  obedu 
ence.— It  is  therefore  added, 

/  will  zilfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles.  By 
Vol.  in.  4  F  the. 

♦  Aa$  xrvi.  '^.  S. 
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the  Gentiles  are  intended  all  the  natkms  of  tbe 
earth  befide  the  pofterity  of  Ifrael,  who  were  fit. 
ting  in  darkne&,  in  the  region  and  (hadow  of  death, 
de&tute  of  the  knowledge  of  God  and  the  way  d 
falvation.  How  deplorable  their  condition!  how 
aftoniihing  the  mercy  of  God  in  giving  his  owa 
Son  to  be  their  hght — ^to  illuminate  them  by  bis 
word  and  Spirit  with  divine  knowledge  and  wifdom ; 
to  open  the  eyes  of  their  minds  to  perceive  their 
depravity,  impurity,  and  impotence ;  to  fee  his  ex- 
cellence and  glory  on  whom  God  hath  kid  our 
help  ;  to  tranflate  them  from  the  darknefs  of  igno 
ranee  and  fin,  into  that  marvellous  light  which 
proceeds  from  him  who  imphatically  iays  of  hhn- 
felf,  •  I  am  the  light  of  the  world  */ — Thai  tbrn 
may  eft  be  myfaivation  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  The 
falvation  of  God  comprifes  deliverance  from  the 
greateft  evils,  with  tlie  enjoyment  of  every  blcff- 
ing  requifite  to  confummate  felicity.  The  Mcf- 
liah  was  given  to  be  this  falvation,  that  he  might 
obtain  it  by  his  blood  for  people  in  the  moft  remote 
regions  of  the  earth,  that  he  might  fend  forth  his  fer- 
vants  genetoufiy  to  offer  it  to  their  acceptance,  and 
that  he  might  fend  down  his  Spirit  from  on  high  to 
difpofe  them  gratefully  to  accept  of  his  gracious  of- 
fers. Thus  he  becomes  the  light,  and  the  falvation 
of  God  to  the  end  of  the  earth. — What  gratitude 
and  praife  are  due  to  God  from  us  for  thefe  ineftim- 
able  benefits.  Well  doth  it  become  every  one  who 
participates  of  their  benign  influence  to, adopt  the 
triumphant  acknowledgment  exprefied  by  the  de- 
vout Pfalmifl:,  '  The  Lord  is  my  Ught  and  my  iai- 
^  vation,  of  whom  ihall  I  be  afraid  ?* 

7  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  Redeemer  of 
Ifrael,  and  his  Holy  One,  to  him  whom  matt 
ddfpifeth,  to  him  whom  the  nation  abhor* 
reth,  to  a  fervant  of  rulers :  kings  Ihall  fee, 

and 

♦  Jolrn  viii#  is.      .      f  P&l.  xxvi.  l- 
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and  ?irife ;  princes  alfo  fhaH  worfhip ;  becaufe 
of  the  LO^D,  that  is  faithful,  and  the  Holy 
Qne  of  IfraeU  and  he  fhall  choofe  thee. 

Thefe  wordsi,  fuggefted  to  Kkiah  by  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, arc  addreffed  oy  Jdiovaii  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  body  the  c'hurch,  who  are  comforted 
under  the  contempt  and  afflidion  they  fuftained, 
with  the  affurance  of  future  profperity  and  glory. 
The  charader  of  Redeemer,  which  Jehovah  appro- 
priates to  himfelf  is  highly  fuitable  to  the  fubjed 
which  is  here  introduced. — This  difcourfe  is  direc- 
ted U  bim  whom  man  defpifetb.  This  defignation 
which  peculiarly  belongs  to  Jefus  Chrift  the  Light 
and  the  Saviour  both  ot  Jews  and  Gentiles,  is  alfo 
applicable  to  his  church,  compofed  of  thofe  who, 
like  their  divine  Mafter,  are  reproached  and  con- 
temned by  the  world.  We  fuppofe,  then,  that  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  the  head,  not  excluding  the 
church,  which  is  his  body,  are  both  compriifed 
in  the  defcription  before  us.  There  is  a  rule  of  in- 
terpreting fcripture,  whkh  ought  to  be  attended 
to  in  explainipg  the  paflage  under  confideration^ 
that  may  be  c£  great  ufe  in  underftanding  the 
Pfalms,  and  of  refolying  fome  difficulties,  whereby 
expofitors  have  been  perplexed.  The  axiom  is 
this,Thgt  Jefus  Chdft  and  his  church  are  frequent- 
ly mentioned  as  one  perfon,  certain  things  being 
attributed  to  him  that  propeiiy  belong  to  them,  and 
other  tbii^  are  a&ribed  to  them  which  chiefly  ree- 
fer to  him,  whilft  there  are  fome  things  that  are  ap- 
plicable to  both.  According  to  this  maxim,  I  ex- 
plain what  is  here  laid,  as  relating  chiefly  to  Jefus 
Chrift  who,  in  his  exterior  appearance,  had  no  Deau« 
ty  wherefore  he  fhould  be  defired,  who  lived  in 
mean<:ircumftances,deftitute  of  woildly  pomp  and 
fpkndor,  often  aflbciating  with  the  common  peo- 
ple. His  dodrine  that  required  internal  as  weU  as 
external  fandity,  was  diametrically  oppoiite  to  the 
4;o(ru|ftions  and  vices  of  mankind,  and  pointed  out 
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the  ncccffity  of  an  entire  change  of  temper  and 
praftice,  and  of  the  righteoufnefs  that  i^  of  God  by 
faith.  The  iiatutal  Wati  that  receiveth  npt  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  particularly  the 
carnal  Jews,  faw  no  form  or  comelinefe  in  him ;  but 
full  of  malice  and  prejudices  they  contemned  and 
reje(^d  him.  They  expedled  the  Mefliah  would 
have  appeared  as  a  naighty  Prince  ai;id  Conqueror, 
and  as  ne  did  not  gratify  their  defires  they  proudly 
dfefpifed  him.  Only  a  few,  fenfible  of  their  fpiritual 
indigence  who  were  taught  of  God,  unfeignedly 
embraced  him  and  his  falvation  ;  whilll  the  bulk  of 
the  people  treated  him  with  the  greateft  indignity, 
and  delivered  him  to  th^  Romap  governor  to  be 
prucified.— The  words  recorded  by  our  l^rophct 
may  likewife  refer  to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
which  hath  often  beep  treated  with  fimilar  contu* 
mely  and  defpite.  Though  conflituted  of  thofc 
who  are  holy,  unblame5ible,and  ufefulin  the  world 
-—of  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  they  arc  a  feci 
that  have  been  everywhere  fpoken  againft  j  they 
have  been  fcourgeji,  bound,  imprifopcd,  and  put  to 
death  with  the  moil  excruciating  torments.-F-Tb  q 
Jervant  of  rulers y  a  character  that  v^tll  agrees  to  Je- 
fus Chrift,  who,  though  the  Prince  of  the  kipgs  of 
the  earth,  fubjeSed  pimfelf  to  th^  rulers  of  the 
Jewifh  nation,  paying  tribute  to  the  government 
when  it  was  demanded  *.  He  alfo  fubmitted  to 
the  authority  of  the  Roman  governor,  who  could 
have  had  no  power  at  all  over  him,  uplefs  it  had 
been  given  him  from  above  f .  Befides,  the  fervice 
that  he  performed  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
thofe  who  prelide  over  men,  that  are  fo  wife  as  a- 
rife  and  worship  him.  This  fubjedion,  however, 
Tvas  limited  to  certain  circumftances  j  for  when  the 
clory  of  Gpd  and  the  exercif^  of  his  office  required, 
he  demonfb:atcd  his  power  and  authority,  and 
ihewed,  that  he  was  Lord  of  the  Sabbath ;  that  he 
prefided  over  all  elements,  and  could  control  every 

adverfe 

4  *  Mattth,  xvIj.  24,  f  John  six.  14. 
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adyerfe  power.  Similar  to  this  hath  often  beea 
the  ftate  of  the  church,  who,  for  conTcience  fake, ' 
hath  always  been  fubjed:  to  the  powers  that  are  or* 
dained  of  God,  and  hath  yielded  eflential  fervicc 
to  the  governors  and  rulers  of  the  kingdoms  of  this 
earth. 

To  Aim  whom  the  nathn  abhorreib.  The  nation 
chiefly  intended  was  that  of  the  Jews,  by  whom  Je- 
fus  Chrift  was  alledged  to  have  been  in  compact 
with  Beelxebub  the  prince  of  the  devils,  tp  have 
been  pofleiTed  with  a  devil,  to  have  been  a  glutton, 
^  winebiber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  iinners,  a 
falfe  prophet,  a  blafphemer,  a  feditious  perfon.  In 
few  words,  they  held  him  as  deteftible  and  execr^^ 
)>le,  deferving  the  death  of  the  crofs  to  which  he 
was  configned.  And  as  for  thofe  who  believed  on 
him,  they  were  detefted  of  ail  men,  they  were  held 
^  the  dregs  of  the  people,  the  filth  and  the  otf- 
fcouring  ofail  things,  infomuch  that  thofe  who  kill- 
ed them  thought  that  they  did  God  fervice. — It 
)iath  been  faid,  that  if  virtue  appeared  in  a  human 
form,  it  would  have  been  efteemed  and  worlhipped. 
The  truth  is,  perfeft  goodnefs,  God  himfelf  appear- 
ed in  the  Ukenefs  of  man,  to  accompliih  the  mod 
|>enevolent  purpofes ;  and  in  that  form  he  was  re- 
jected, defpifed,  crucified,  and  flain. 

Kings  Jhall  fee  and  arife.  The  potentates,  the 
princes,  and  great  men  of  the  earth,  fliall  contem- 
plate with  enlightened  underftandings  the  confum- 
^nate  excellence  and  glory  of  the  Melfiah's  perfoq, 
^e  truth  and  importance  of  his  dodrine,  the  mag- 
Xiitude  and  worth  of  the  falvation  he  hath  obtained 
|br  mankind  ;  they  fhall  cordially  embrace  the  got 
pel,  and  thankfully  receive  the  good  tidings  it  con- 
tains* In  coafequence  whereof,  they  fliail  arife 
fud  ijuorjhip.  The  expreffion  hath  an  obvious  re- 
fcrence  to  the  well  known  cuftom  of  perfons,  who 
jteftify  their  refpeft  and  honom*  for  their  fuperiors, 
fvhom  they  highly  cfteem,  by  arifing  in  thfeir  pre- 
(*<^nce  and  bowing  before  them.     The  words  ftrong- 
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!y  intimate,  tht  profound  rcvetcncc  and  high  to- 
nour  which  the  ilkiftrious  charaders  here  meiKion^- 
cd  weie  to  manifeft  to  the  great  Mediator,  and1)y 
him  through  the  Spirit  to  the  God  and  Father  of 
m.  This  is  an  event  which*  to  human  view,  may 
feem  rather  to  he  wiflied  than  expe&ed.  That  the 
monarch  ai>d  princes  of  this  earth  who  delight  in 
worldly  fplendor  and  glory,  and  are  elated  with 
thdr  eminent  ftation  and  extenfive  dominion,  (hould 
receive  the  do^rine  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  advcrfe 
to  carnal  delkes,  and  contemptible  in  the  view  of 
thofe  who  are  wife  in  tfieir  own  eyes — ^that  they 
ihouM  humbly  proftrate  themfelves  before  him, 
fubje£k  thcmfelv«s  to  his  gofpel,  and  enter  into  com- 
munion with  his  church,  is  truly  furprifing*  Bat 
however  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  the  world  hath 
feen  many  inftances  of  the  truth  of  this  predidion, 
which  ihall  be  more  fully  verified  when  all  the 
kingdoms  of  this  earth  flidl  become  the  kingdoms 
cf  our  Lord  and  of  hb  Chrift. — ^Haften,  Ueffei. 
God,  the  happy  time  when,  according  to  thy  woid  *, 
the  Gentiles  |haU  fee  tl:^  rigfat€oufne&,  and  a]{ 
lings  thy  glory, 

Beeaufe  efibe  lord  that  Ufaitbfid,  &c.  The  a- 
bove  alunrance  xefpefting  the  profperity  of  the  kmg» 
dom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  eftabliihed  on  the  unchange* 
;^Me  veracity  and-  fi4eHty  of  Jehovah,  and  aa  his 
untainted  purity  and  peried  reditude,  who  is  fane- 
tified  by  his  people,  and  who  fandifies  them*  Oa 
this  fure  ground  of  confident  expedation  doth  the 
Meifiah  and  his  church  build  their  conii^ation,  un- 
der the  reproaches  and  af&idions  to  which  they  ait 
now  expofed. — That  nothing  may  be  wanting  to 
confirm  this  pleafing  hope,  it  is  added,  ^ndbefl^ 
tboofe  thee^  or,  as  the  Hebrew  words  nay  be  tianf- 
iated,  '  For  he  hath  chofen  thee,' and  fet  theeaput 
to  accomplilh  the  mod  glorious  purpofes.— In  aB 
your  difquietudes  and  fears,  endeavour  to  gwe  la 
God  the  glory  of  his  faithfulneis  and  fapliMfii,  V 
^  plach^ 
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placing  tmfufpeCting  ccmfidence  in  the  veracity  of 
his  promifes,  which  ihall  be  fulfilled  in  their 
fenfoo. 

8  Thus  faith  the  LORD,  In  an  acceptable 
time  have  I  heard  thee,  and  in  a  day  of  fal- 
ration  have  I  helped  thee:  and  I  will  pre- 
ferve  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people,  to  eftablifh  the  earth,  to  caufe 
to  inherit  the  defolate  heritages. 

A  glorious  promtfe  lies  now  before  us^  cxpreffing 
what  Jehovah  had  done,  and  would  farther  do  for 
promoting  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  in  the  convev- 
lion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  for  colleding  them  into 
the  church  of  God.  The  declaration  is  introduced 
with  our  Prophet's  accuftomed  folemnity,  who  of- 
ten prefixes  the  name  of  Jehovah,  to  the  predic- 
tions of  peculiar  excellence  and  importance  which 
he  was  entrufted  to  deliver.  The  fubjed  to  whom  tlie 
aflurance  is  given,  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  an  afBi£ted 
ftate,  expofed  to  the  hatred  and  envy,  the  reproach 
and  perfecution  of  malicious  adverlaries. — ^The  fea- 
fon  of  the  divine  interpofition,  is  fpecified  to  have 
been  an  accepted  time  and  day  of  falvation.  The 
memorable  period  wherein  the  Son  of  God  was  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  flefli,  to  teftify  good  will  toward 
men,  to  proclaim  peace  on  earth,  to  offer  himfelf 
a  facrifice  well-pleafing  unto  the  Lord,  to  put  an 
end  to  fin,  and  to  bring  in  evcrlafting  righteouf- 
nefs,  wherein  a  plentiful  effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
was  given  from  on  high.  That  was  a  chofen  time 
indeed  for  advancing  the  kingdom  of  God.  It  was 
a  day  of  falvation  wherein  the  redemption  of  the 
church  was  accomplifhed  by  the  death  of  the  Son 
of  God,  wherein  God  was  well  pleafed  for  his 
righteoufnefs'  fake,  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  abun- 
dantly, and  happy  preludes  were  enjoyed  that  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord  was  to  be  extended  to  the  ends 
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of  the  earth. — ^In  this  memorable  period  Johovah 
declares  to  the  Meffiah, 

/  have  heard  thee^  &c.  This  comfortable  truA 
was  acknowledged  by  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  at  the 
grave  of  Ijatarus.     *  Father,  faid  he,  I  thank  thee 

*  that  thou  haft  heard  me,  and  I  knew  that  thou 

*  hearcft  mc  always  */    *  The  Lord  always  gave 

•  him  \m  J^^.rt'^  defire,  apd  did  not  withhold  from 

*  him  the  requeft  of  his  lips  f  /    He  granted  him 
his  dafires  both  for  himfelf  and  his  church ;  *  for  ia 

•  the  days  of  his  flefb,  when  he  had  offered  up  pray- 

•  ers  and  fupplications,  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears 

*  unto  him  that  was  able  to  £ave  him  fi*om  deaths 

•  he  was  he^ard  in  that  he  feared  J.* — /  have  helped 
thee.  Had  he  not  been  fupported  by  the  arm  of 
omnipotence,  he  could  not  have  oppofed  the  pow- 
ers of  darknefs ;  he  could  not  have  vanquifhed  his 
own  and  his  people*$  enemies  ;  he  could  not  hav^ 
endured  the  curfe  of  the  law,  nor  obtained  the  (al- 
vation  of  the  church.  The  Lord  God  therefore  af* 
lifted  him  as  he  promifed,  to  perform  the  whole 
v/ork  of  Mediator,  to  furmount  every  obftacle  that 
lay  in  his  way,  and  to  fuftain  all  the  fufferings  to  which 
he  was  appointed. — And  I  will preferve  thee.  This 
promife  was  accompliflv^d  to  the  Meffiah,  and  is 
fulfilled  to  his  body  the  church  in  every  age,  Du- 
ring  the  time  that  Jefus  Chrift  tabernacled  among 
men,  he  was  the  peculiar  objed  of  the  divine  care 
and  protcdion.  '  In  infancy  he  was  refcucd  from 
the  cruel  defign  of  Herpd,  who  fought  to  take  a- 
way  his  life.  The  Almighty  gave  his  angels  charge 
concerning  him,  to  keep  him  in  all  his  ways.  When 
the  Jews  fought  to  flay  liim  j  fo  powerfully  were 
they  reftrained  by  Divine  providence  that  no  man 
Jaid  liauds  on  him.  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  gofpel  hiflory,  may  recoUe^l  many  remarkable 
inftances  of  tbe  truth  before  us,  which  I  ftay  not  to 
recite^ 

Agreeable  to  the  rule  of  interpretation,  I  men- 
tioned 
♦  John  xl.  41,  42.         f  Pfalm  xxi.  2.  %  Hcb.  v.  7. 
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tioned  vfhtn  explaining  the  preceding  verfe  what  i$ 
faid  in  relatioQ  to  JefusCbrift,  is  in  fome  meafure  ap* 
plicable  to  his  body  the  church.  On  this  principle 
the  apoftle  Paul  writing  to 'the  faints  at  Cprinth, 
applies  to  them  tjie  words  of  our  Prophet,  *  W^ 

*  then  (faith  he)  as  workers  together  with  him ;' 
namely,  with  Jefus  Ghrift  of  whom  he  was  fpeak- 
ing;  befeech  you  aifo  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace 
of  God  in  vain.     For  he  faith,  ^  I  have  heard  thee 

*  in  a  time  j^ccepted^  and  in  the  day  of  ialvation 
*-  have  I  fuccoured  thee :  behold  now  is  the  acccpt- 

*  ed  time,  behold  now  is  the  day  of  falvatign  *.* 
The  words  of  our  Prophet  are  introduced  as  a 
powerful  argument,  to  enforce  the  exhortation  to 
which  they  are  fubjoined.  Since  God,  my  bre- 
thren, hath  favoured  us  as  he  did  the  church  at 
Corinth,  with  an  accepted  time,  a  fea£bn  of  unme- 
rited rich  grace,  a  day  of  falvation  wherein  he  is 
difpanfing  the  mpft  precious  bleffings ;  let  us  be- 
ware left  WQ  receive  thi$  grace  in  vain.  Now 
the  Lord  God  declares,  I  have  heard,  or  I  will  hear 
thee.  Hath  not  he  heard  the  voice  of  thy  fuppli- 
cation  when  thoucriedft  unto  him,  and  in  hisfaith* 
fuloefs  anfwei:^  thee  ?  And  in  time  of  danger  and 
diftrefs  he  will  hear  thy  eameft  requells,  and  grant 

thee  fupport  and  deliverance I  have  helped,  and 

wi|l  help  thee,  to  improve  benefits  and  opportuni* 
ties,  to  refift  temptations,  to  bear  afliidions,  to 
perform  fervices,  and  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  righ* 
teoulhei^  ;  fb  .that  you  fliall  have  reafon  to  fay, 

*  happy  is  he  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help, 
^  whole  hope  is  in  the  Lord  hisXJod  f .'  I  will  prcr 
ferve  thee  from  all  evil,  amidft  enemies,  fnares,  and 
perils,  and  keep  thee  in  perfed  iafety.  I  will  prer 
ferve  thy  goings  out  and  comings  in,  from  henccr 
forth,  even  for  evennore. — In  this  manner  have 
thefe  promifes  which  were  accomplilhed  to  the  Meii. 
Aah  been  fulfilled  to  his  myitical  body  the  church, 
in  every  age.     Diligently  improve  then  the  preci- 

Vol.  111.  4  G  ous 

♦  2  Cor.  vi.  I,  2.        f  P&lm  cjlIvi.  5, 
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ous  feafon,  the  time  of  merciful  vifitation  you  no\r 
enjoy.  The  darknefs  of  night  is  paft,  the  Ihadows 
of  Judaifm  are  gone,  the  mift  of  fuperftition  is  dif- 
pelled^  the  fun  of  rigbteoufiiefs  hath  arifen,  the  tnie 
Mght  now  fhineth,  the  day  of  &lvation  is  far  fpent, 
and  may  clofe  fooner  than  fome  of  you  are  aware : 

*  Work  out  then  your  felvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
^  bling,  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to 

*  will  and  to-  do  of  his  good  pleafure  *•* 

And  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  Our 
Prophet,  after  having  mentioned  fome  things  com- 
mon to  the  head  and  body  of  the  church,  proceed? 
to  fpecify  other  particulars  peculiar  to  the  Meffiah. 
To  the  foregoing  afliirances  are  fubjoined  the  glori* 
eus  purpofes  to  fcNe  effefted  by  tlieir  accompliihmerit. 
I  will  give  thee  in  the  moil  liberal  and  gracious 
manner,  that  thou  mayeft  open  a  friendly  inter- 
eourfe  between  heaven  and  earth,'  that  by  the  fuf- 
fering  of  death  thou  mayeft  ratify  and  confirm  my 
promifes^  become  Surety  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
debts  contrafted  by  my  chofen  people,  and  for 
their  performance  of  the  duties  of  obedience.  The 
Meffiah  j.uftly  deferves  this  defignation,  inafinuch 
as  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant^  through 
whom  it  is  eftablifhed,  the  meflenger  by  whom  it 
was  publiflied,  the  conveyer,  and  the  fum  of  all  the 
bleffings  it  contains.— -STo  eftablijb  the  earth,  &c 
This  expreffion  feems  to  allude  to  the  defolate  ftatc 
c)f  kingdoms  aiKi  cities  laid  wafte.by  the  calamities 
of  war,  which  after  peace  is  re-eftaUilhed  are  refto* 
led  to  a  flourifhing  profperous  condition.  A  fimilar 
happy  change  is  foretold  to  be  ef&fled  by  Jefua 
Chnft,  wh^  was  fupported  and  preferved  by  divine 
power.  1  \  ^  earth  a*nd  the  defolate  heritage  de- 
note thofe  ations  which  for  long  time  had  not 
brought  for'  any  good  fpiritual  fruits  acceptable 
to  God,  and  ofitable  to  themfelves,  axid  which 
were  in  a  forlorn  'plorable  ftate  when  the  founda- 
tions of  the  churel  were  laid  by  the  Mei&ah.  Ha- 
■    .    '  .  .      .    ving 
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^ng  never  been  oiltivated  by  the  fervante  of  God, 
illuminated  by  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  fown  with 
the  precious  feed  of  the  word  of  God,  nor  watered 
by  the  dew  rfheaven,  they  xefembled  a  vaft  bar- 
ren defart.  Their  minds  were  enveloped  in  igno« 
ranee,  occupied  by  falfe  prejudices,  vain  imagina- 
tions, and  'the  feeds  of  all  manner  of  vice,  which 
inquired  much  labour,  accompanied  with  the  di- 
vine blefling,  to  eradicate  them, — This  -tartb,  thefc 
defolate  heritages,  the  Meffiah  was  to  raife  &om 
their  low  unprofitable  -condition  ;  and  having  con- 
verted them  from  error  and  tranfgrefiion,  he  was  to 
eftablifh^mioag  them  order  and  difcipline,  and  to 
render  them  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants  comely 
and  fruitful.  He  was  to  caufe  his  peofde,  the  heirs 
of  (alvation,  to  inherit  thofe  places,  that,  as  the  royal 
Prophet  foretold,  *  they  might  dwell  there,  and  have 
.^  them  in  poffeifion.  The  feed  alfo  of  his  fervants 
'  fhall  inherit  them,  and  they  that  love  his  name. 
*  fhall  dwell  therein  */  In  confequence  whereof, 
the  corruptions,  prejudices,  and  vicious  pradices 
that  had  prevailed  were  in  a  ^eat  meafure  to  be 
exterminated,  the  feeds  of  holinefs  and  lighteouf- 
neis  being  fown  and  cberifhed  by  divine  influences, 
were  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  life  everlaftiftg.— ► 
What  gratitude  and  prake  are  due  to  the  Lord  God, 
who  freely  gave  bis  own  Son  to  accomplilh  tlm 
blefied  pui^ofe — and  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  ful- 
filled this  predidion  by  his  apoftles  and  minifters, 
who  being  members  of  bis  body  the  church,  are 
here  fpoicen  of  as  one  perfon  with  him  by  .whom 
they  were  employed. 

9  That  thou  mayefl  (ay  to  the  prifoners, 
CJo  forth ;  to  them  that  are  in  darknefs.  Shew 
yourfclves.  They  Ihall  feed  in  the  ways,  and 
their  paftures  Jhcdl  be  in  all  high  places. 

Jhe  appointed  means  are  fpecified  wherebjl^ 
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t3ie  iitiportaat  ehd  juft  identioned  was  fa  be  tShS^ 
cd.— The  people  to  whom  this  call  t6  liljerty  add 
light  was  to  be  direded,  are  prifoners,  and  tbetti 
that  fit  in  darknefs.  The  defcnption  may  eompriz^ 
both  Jcwd  and  Gentiles,  to  whom  it  Well  Jj^es  ii| 
the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  word^.  The  Jews  efpc* 
cially  were  fo  confined  by  the  law  of  Mofcs,  that 
they  could  riot  move  or  ad  beyond  the  nirrow  li* 
mits  that  it  prefcribed.  Such  a  heavy  yoke  was 
thereby  impofed  upon  them,  that  neithei*  they  no? 
their  fatl>ets  were  able  to  beat  it*  Befides,  they 
were  held  fad  by  the  cords  of  their  iniquities,  and 
detained  in  the  fetters  of  corruption  from  the  eti* 
joy ment  of  true  liberty*— -The  Gentiles  wcte  fittfaig 
in  darknefs,  (hut  up  iQ  unbelief,  blinds  by  igno* 
Irance,  prejudice,  aiyl  corrupt  aflTedtiqns,  d^^^^ 
of  the  iight  of  divine  knowledge,  fo  tli^t  they  di4 
not  perceive  the  mod  glorious  and  importafit  ^b-^ 
jedts.  To  the  former  the  command  was  to  be  ^ivte^ 
Go  forth  from  yoi^r  <;opfiftenlent,  that  being  fet  frc^ 
from  fin,  and  delivered  frodi  the  tcurfe  of  the  law, 
you  may  enjoy  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  childreQ 
6f  God,  and  participate  of  all  the  immunities  which 
the  MefiTiah  confers  on  ]\is  peculiar  people.  As  thii 
charge  proceeds  from  the  bigbefi  authority,  it  de« 
^ands  prompt  and  chearful  obedience.  To  the 
latter  the  order  is  diredted^  Shew  your/eJv^s.  Come 
tb  the  light,  that  your  deeds  may  be  made  manifefi 
that  they  are  wrought  in  God,  that  you  may  fet 
yburfeives,  and  be  feeti  by  others,  in  your  true  cha* 
rad&r ;  and  that  henceforth  you  may  walk' as  cfa]I<^ 
dren  of  the  light,  who  poifeis  divine  knowledgti 
true  holinefs,  and  abundant  confolatiop.  Hearkei) 
to  the  gracious  invftatnki  wh^h  requires  ^ou  to  ex- 
change  darknefs  for  light,  tbe  ihiidow  of  death  fet 
iheland  of  the  living,  the  Way  to  deftnidion  far 
the  path  of  life. 

They  Jhall  feed  in  the  ways,  8tc.  The  eloquence 
of  our  Frophet  ading  under  the  dim^on  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  truly  admirable.    Having  reprefented 
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Jew^  afid  Gfentiles  as  hiing  ifi  pl-ifon  and  in  dark^ 
nefs,  from  whence  they  were  to  be  refcued  by  tb^ 
niiniftry  of  the  gofpel,  he  now  fpeaks  of  the  church 
ctdkdted  from  among  thtf  kingdoms  of  tb6  earth, 
under  the  well  known  emblem  of  a  flock  feeding  in 
coAimpciious  paftures,  under  the  care  of  the  good 
Ibepherd.  The  people  that  are  the  fubjefts  of  this 
predidion  are  thofe  who  having  been  delivered  from 
^he  bondage  of  corruption,  and  the  power  of  dark- 
nefs,  are  united  together  J)y  th^  Spirit  in  pne  focie- 
tV,  under  the  condutft  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  vvho  feeds  them  by  means 
of  hi^  Word,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpd.  Of 
this  flo^k  it  is  faid,  they  fliall  feed  in  the  ways ;  not 
in  barren  unfrequented  countries  in  which  there 
^ire  no  public  roads,  fuch  as  the  deferts  of  Arabia, 
but  in  places  whtre  are  patent  high  ways,  occupied 
by  numbers  of  paflengers. — j4nd  their  pajlurei  jhall 
^  in  all  high  placet;  in  fruitful  hills  and  mountains. 
Well  flieltered  by  trees,  and  well  watered  by  f()rings 
and  ftWams  of  water.  Under  this  well  known  fyra- 
bol  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  foretold  to  be  col- 
Icded  by  him,  from  obfcure  remote  places  of  the 
earth,  called  defolate  heritages :  in  parabolic  lan- 
guage, from  high  ways  and  hedges,  that  they  may 
poflefs  the  richeft  and  moft  populous  countries  in 
the  world,  wh^re  they  were  to  feed  with  fafety  and 
pleafure  on  the  fpritual  nrovifion  made  for  them. 
Thus  it  came  to  pafs  in  tlie  early  period  of  Chrifti- 
antty,  as  we  learn,  from  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles. 
^e  faithfiil  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God  were  ga- 
tbered  together  in  Antioch,  Alexandria/Rome,  Co- 
rinth, Ephefus,  Theffalonica,  and  many  6ther  places 
of  grtat  eminence,  where  by  found  doArine  they 
were  nourifhed  up  unto  eternal  life. — Let  us  be  fo- 
licitous  to  find  fpuitual  pafture  and  refrelhment  td 
pur  fouls,  in  all  the  various  ways  wherem  Jefus 
Chrift  is  pleafed  to  condud  u^,  in  the  ways  of  his 
precepts,  of  his  providence,  and  the  inftitutions  of 
'  his 
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his  worfhip,  in  which  his  follower  enjoy  the  moft 
important  fpiritual  benefits. 

lO  They  fliall  not  hunger  nor  thirll;  nei* 
ther  {hall  the  heat  nor  fun  finite  th^em :  for 
Jie  that  hath  mercy  on  them  fliall  lead  them^ 
even  by  the  fprings  of  water  fliall  he  guide 
them. 

The  church  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  ailiired  6C  abmit 
4ance  of  fpiritual  provifion,  with  which  they  {bsS\ 
Hbe  fatisfied  and  delighted. — HuiKer  and  thirft^  pro* 
perly  fpeaking,  is  the  appetite  for  food  and  drinl( 
that  are  neceflary  to  fupply  the  wants>  and  to  re* 
cruit  the  decays  of  natural  life.  Thefe  uneafy  fen- 
ifations,  which  arife  from  a  prefent  deficitocy  of 
the  means  requifite  to  allay  diem,  are  fometimes 
mentioned  in  fcripture,  to  reprefent  the  deplorable 
itate  of  people  who  are  deftitute  of  what  they  moft 
carneftly  deiire,  and  of  what  i^  efiential  to  their 
comfort.  In  their  fpiritual  fenfe,  they  denote  the 
intenfe  defires  of  the  foul  for  the  means  of  falva- 
tion»  communion  with  God,  his  kingdom,  andri^hr 
teouihels,  with  all  the  firuits  of  the  divine  favour, 
which  are  well  known  to  Cbriilians  by  e^cperience. 
•—In  this  view,  tbd  prediction  imports  that  the 
church  colleded  from  among  Jews  and  Gcntik^ 
were  not  to  foffer  from  the  want  of  any  thing  ne* 
ceflary  to  their  fupport  axid  confolation-— that  God 
would  fo  take  care  of  them  by  his  providence,  aad 
^fFord  them  neceflary  fuppGes  of  what  they  neede4» 
that  they  ihould  not  lack  any  good  thing,  but  have 
all  their  wants  fupplied  from  his  riches  in  glory  hy 
Chrift  Jefus.  Having  brought  forth  his  peculttr 
people  from  fpiritual  bondage  into  the  wuderaefif 
of  the  Gentiles,  he  gave  them  from  heaven  the  true 
)>read,  be  fuftained  them  by  meaiis  of  the  giace 
that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus;  he  gave  them  alio  the  wa^ 
ter  of  life,  tlie  weed  of  truth,  and  the  gifbof  die 
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SjHiit,  ^hich  flow  from  the  Rock  of  agesj  that 
was  ftncken  and  fmitten  of  God.  In  this  manned 
thofe  who  are  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  God,  and 
ferve  him  in  his  temple,  are  nouriihed  and  comfort** 
cd  according  to  the  prophecies  delivered  under  the 
Old  Teftament,  where  it  is  foretold,  •  the  meek  ihall 

*  eat  and  be  fatisfied  *•*     '  And  I  will  fatiate  the 

*  loul  of  the  priefts  with  fatnefs,  and  my  people 

*  ihall  be  fatisfied  with  my  goodnefs^  faith   the 

*  Lord  f .'  And  in  the  words  of  our  Prophet,  they 
Jhall  not  hunger  nor  thirji. — This  predidlion,  which 

was  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled  in  the  early  period 
of  the  Chriftian  church,  fhall  hereafter  be  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  when,  according  to  the  apoftle  John, 
they  that  are  arrayed  in  wliite  robes  *  ihall  hunger 

*  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  more  %-  They  Ihail 
be  free  from  all  uneafy  defires  of  things  earthly  and 
fenfual ;  and  they  Ihall  enjoy  pleafing  fatisfadion 
in  abundance  of  fpuitual  bldlings,  and  the  confo* 
lations  they  afford. 

*  Neither  Jhall  the  heat  nor  fun  finite  them.  The 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  about  noon  in  warm  cli- 
mates, is  very  diftrefl^g  to  travellers,  and  uneafy 
even  to  the  cattle  pafturing  in  the  fields ;  and  there* 
fore  ihepherds  led  their  flocks  to  reft  at  mid-day 
near  fprings  or  ftreams  of  water,  under  the  fliadow 
of  trees,  or  rocks,  imtil  the  heat  abated.     In  allu- 

'  fion  to  this  well  known  pradice,  the  promife  under 
confideration  is  made  to  the  church,  in  which  they 
are  aflured  that  at  the  time  referred  to,  they  Ihall 
be  proteded  from  the  confuming  heat  of  attlidUon 
and  perfecution,  from  diftrelfing  apprehenfions  of 
the  divine  difpleafure^  and  fiery  trials — that  the  Lord 
God  (hall  mercifuUy  fcreen  them  from  impending 
.dangers  and  calamities,  and  grant  them  to  reft  fe- 
curely  in  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  privi- 
leges they  enjoy.     *  The  fun  fhall  not  fraite  them 

*  by  day,  nor  the  mooo  by  night  §.*     Neither  poli- 

tical 

♦  Pfal.  xjui.  27.  f  Jer,  xxxi.  14,  *       %  Rev.  vii.  16. 

J  Pfal.  cxjci.  6. 
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tical  nor  eccleiiaftkal  power  fhall  be  permitted  efm 
fentially  to  injure  them.  For  wife  reafons  God  may 
hSkr  them  to  feel  the  burning  beat  of  affii^on^  but 
it  Ihall  not  imite  or  deftroy  tb^m.  Like  a  furnace 
it  (hall  ferve  to  refine  them  from  corruption  ;  like 
a  fan  it  ihall  feparate  them  from  the  chaff;  as  a 
riiedicine  it  fliali  cure  them  of  their  fatal  diftempers, 
and  purge  th^m  that  they  may  bring  forth  more 
fruit  unto  God.  Do  you  afk  where  and  when  hath 
this  predidion  been'  verified  to  the  church,  which 
hath  been  often  afflifted  and  perfecuied  ^  I  reply. 
That  this  promife  feems  efpecially  to  refer  to  tha 
period  wherein  the  people  of  God  being  delivered 
from  diArels,  kings  fhall  fee,  and  arife,  and  bow 
down  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  In  tomt  meafure 
it  hath  already  been  accomplifiied,  and  (hall  receive 
its  completion  in  the  expeded  glorious  ftate  of  the 
church  before  the  confummation  of  all  things.*** 
During  our  journey  through  this  world,  may  the 
Lord  God  be  our  defence  from  the  fukry  beams  of 
profperity,and  the  confuming  heat  of  perfecution.— 
For  be  that  hath  mercy  on  them^  &c.  He  who  when 
they  were  in  a  forlorn  miferable  and  hdplefs  (late, 
extended  his  compaflioa  to  them,  forgave  them  ail 
trefpafles,  admitted  them  into  fitrour,  and  formed 
them  to  fhew  forth  his  praifes^-^^Jie  who  is  e^ipluu 
tically  denominated  the  Father  of  mercies,  the  God 
of  all  confolation ;  who  co9ifi>rtsth  his  people  in  all 
their  afflidipns,  who  fupplies  their  neceflities,  and 
preferves  them  from  calamities^-^-He  Ihall  lead  tfaem 
and  afford  them  fuch  good  conduA  as  the  cloud 
gave  to  the  Ifraelites,  and  be  to  them  what  the 
guide  is  to  the  wandering  traveiier.  He  gives  them 
good  counfel  by  his  word,  he  points  out  the  courfie 
iliey  ought  to  take,  ajid  effedually  difpofes  them  to 
follow  his  diredion.— £t;^«  by  tbiff  rings  ^  liu&r 
jhali  he  guide  them.  The  reviving  truths,  and  infti- 
tuted  ordm^ices,of  the  gofpel,  which  impart  re- 
frelhment  and  confolation  to  the  people  of  God, 
are,  Lfuppofe,  ,here  intended*     Like  fprings  of  wa- 
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tcr  they  are  permanent  fources  from  whence  are 
conveyed  to  the  flock  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  moll  fea- 
fonabie  relief  and  comfort,  whereby  the  minds  of  his 
followers  are  revived  and  folaced.  In  confequence 
of  drinking  the  water  that  he  gives  them,  they 
Ihall  never  thirft  after  thofe  criminal  enjoyments 
for  which  they  have  loft  all  reli^.  The  water,  faith 
Jefus  Chrift,  that  I  fhall  give  hun,  fpeaking  of  the 
Spirit  which  they  that  believe  on  him  fhonld  re- 
ceive, fliall  be  in  hun  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up 
jaito  everlafting  life  *.  They  Ihall  be  abundantly 
gratified  with  conftant  fupplies  of  his  grace  and 
Spirit,  according  to  the  predidkion  of  the  apoftle 
John,  recorded  Rev.  vii,  17.  •  For  the  Lamb  which 

*  is  in  the  midft  of  the  jthrone,   (hall  lead  them 

♦  unto  living  fountains  of  waters,*  Iffc. — Be  folicit- 
ous  to  improve  this  inftance  of  the  paftoral  care  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  he  fhews  that  he  is  the  good 
Ihepherd,  who  not  only  delivers  his  people  from 
whatever  might  cflentially  hurt  them,  biit  fupplies 
them  with  his  wcwrd  and  ordinances,  whereby  their 
faith,  holinefs,  and  comfort  is  preferred  and  pro-f 
moted. 

1 1  And  I  will  make  all  my  mountains  a 
way,  and  my  high-ways  fhall  be  exalted. 

Every  obftacle  was  to  be  removed  by  divine  Pro- 
vidence that  might  have  impeded  the  increafe  of 
the  church  of  God  by  the  acceflion  of  the  Gentiles. 
—-The  prediclions  contained  in  this  and  the  verfe 
that  immediately  follows,  may  in  their  literal  fenfe 
refer  to  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity  at  Ba- 
bylon to  their  own  land.  That  they  might  not  be 
jdilcouraged  by  the  diflRculties  of  the  journey,  God 
was  to  open  a  paffage  for  them  over  thofe  moui]- 
tains  that  were  fituated  between  Babylon  and  Ju- 
dea,  which  he  himfelf  had  formed  and  eftablilhed, 
and  which  were  remarkable  for  height,  and  their  for- 

Vo^.  nil  4  H  midable 

♦  John  iv,  24. 
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midable  appearance  to  travellers.  In  their  figura- 
tive fenTe,  the  words  relate  to  the  church  of  Chrift, 
compofed  of  thofe  who  believe  in  him^and  keep  his 
word,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles.  At  the  time 
wherein  God  was  to  call  the  heathen  nations  into 
the  communion  of  the  church,  thofe  kingdoms  of 
the  world,  which  in  prophetic  language  are  called 
mountains,  that  feemed  to  obftrudl  the  progrefe  and 
fpread  of  the  gofpel,  were  to  be  overthrown  or  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  (late,  that  people  dwelling  in  the 
moft  flourifliing  cultivated  countries  of  the  earth, 
might  be  admitted  into  the  church,  and  the  word 
of  God  might  be  difleminated  with  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. Thefe  events  could  hardly  have  been  ex- 
pected, had  thefe  empires  remained  in  their  former 
ftate.  The  kingdoms  therefore  and  capital  cities 
which  were  addided  to  idolatry^  fuperftition,  and 
wickednefs,  and  adverfe  to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
5vere  to  be  fubjefted  to  his  government ;  that  the 
converfion  of  the  Gentiles  might  be  rendered  more 
praOicable  and  eafy.  in  tliis  m^rmer  many  ancient 
prophecies  were  to  be  accomplilhed,  fuch  as  the 
following — '  The  mountains  fhall  bring  peace  to 
*  the  people,  and  the  little  hills  by  righteoufnefs  *.* 
jind  my  high  ways  Jhall  be  exalted.  The  high 
ways  of  Jehovah  may  denote  the  important  doc- 
trines and  precepts  of  his  holy  word,  which  mark 
out  the  way  whereby  the  faith  and  praftice  of  the 
church  is  to  be  regulated,  that  they  may'  walk  fo  as 
to  pleafe  God.  Not  only  was  every  thing  to  be  re- 
moved  that  might  hinder  the  advancement  of  the 
gofpel  and  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  the  truths 
and  ways  of  God  were  to  be  vindicated,  clearly 
pointed  out,  and  laid  open  to  the  View  of  all,  as 
the  only  true  approved  way  of  life  and  falvation. 
Thefe  high  ways  of  truth  and  holinefs  were  to  be 
exalted,  and  raifed  to  great  eminence  in  the  view 
of  mankind  by  the  public  protection  that  was  to  be 
afforded  them ;   in  confequence  whereof,   peopk 

might 
♦  Pfalm  Ixxii.  3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ver.  12.    PROPHECIES  or  ISAIAH.         609 

might  walk  in  them  without  fear  or  moleftation.— 
Thefe  pfedidions  have  been  amply  verified.  The^ 
feith  and  pradice  of  the  church  hath  been  clearly 
fet  forth  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  in  their 
difcourfes  and  writings,  which  have  been  explained, 
illuftrated,  and  defended  by  writers  of  the  greateft. 
abilities ;  fo  that  the  ways  of  God  have  been  exalt- 
ed, and  rendered  highly  confpicuous  to  the  public 
view. — In  thefe  ways  let  us  endeavour  to  walk  with 
increafing  alacrity;  then  Ihall  we  be  fafe  and  free 
from  fear  of  evil }  we  Ihall  find  them  ftrength  to 
the  upright,  and  experience  that  they  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs. 

12  Behold,  thefe  fhall  corne  from  far: 
and,  lo,  thefe  from  the  north,  and  from  the 
weft  5  and  thefe  from  the  land  of  Sinim. 

In  confequence  of  the  fiilfilnient  of  the  preced- 
ing  prediftions,  the  Gentiles  were  to  refort  in  great 
numbers  from  all  the  quarters  of  the  earth  into  the 
church  of  Jefus  Chrift*  This  very  pleafmg  fight 
the  fervants  of  God  are  invited  to  behold.  Con- 
template with  attention,  wonder,  and  joy,  the  ad- 
mirable eflFeds  that  Ihall  rcfult  from  the  accomplilh-  ^ 
ment  of  what  hath  juft  been  foretold.  Thofe  who 
Vere  prifoners  and  fitting  in  darknefs,  Ihall  come 
into  the  communion  of  the  church  from  the  diftant 
esiftern  kingdoms  of  Perfia,  Aflyria,  Chaldea,  and  the 
countries  fituated  to  the  eaftward  of  the  land  of  Ju- 
dea. — And^  loy  thefe Jrom  the  norths  from  the  lefler 
Afia,  Europe,  and  Tartary — And  from  the  wq/t^ 
from  Greece,  Italy,  and  Spain — And  thefe  from  the 
land  of  Sinim.  Sin  or  Sinim  was  the  name  of  a 
Itrong  city  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and  may  here  be 
intended  to  fignify  Egypt,  Sheba,  and  Arabia, 
which  lay  to  the  fouthward  of  Canaan.  This  pre- 
didion  is  illuftrated  by  Jefus  Chrift,  in  thefe  re- 
markable  words  recorded  Matth.  \m.  11.*  Many 
'  Ihall  come  from  the  eaft  and  vrcft,  and  fhall  fit 
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*  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  king* 

*  dom  ofheaven/  Peopleof  all  nations  ihall  come  from 
every  quarter  to  participate  with  the  renowned  patri- 
archs of  ancient  times,  in  the  precious  blef&ngs  tobe 
enjoyed  by  the  fubjedls  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth.  The  Chriftian  church,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,  fliall  be  gathered  out  of  all  lands,  to 
enjoy  the  great  fubftantial  benefits  to  which  the 
forefethers  of  the  Jewifti  people  looked  forward  thro* 
the  types  and  promifes  that  were  given  them« — In 
this  profpett,  let  us  celebrate  the  rich  mercy  and 
grace  whereby  finners  of  the  Gentiles  are  brought 
into  the  church  of  God,  and  admitted  into  commu* 
nion  with  him  and  his  upright  fervants.  From  the 
partial  accompliihment  of  predictions  and  promifes, 
which  hath  already  taken  place  ;  froiA  the  glorious 
fuccefs  which  in  times  paft  hath  attended  the  gof- 
pel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  from  his  infinite  com- 
paffion,  his  omnipotence,  and  inviolabld  faithful- 
nefs ;  let  us  be  encouraged  to  hope,  that  flreams  of 
mercy  and  grace  (hall  flow  from  the  fountain  of  life 
in  every  diredion,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
May  Almighty  God,  grant  his  benedidion  to  the 
appointed  means  employed  by  his  fervants,  to  pro- 

^  mote  this  valuable  purpofe. 

13  ^  Sing,  O  heavens;  and  be  joyful,  O 
earth;  and  break  forth  into  finging,  O  moun- 
tains: for  the  LORD  hath  comforted  his 
people,  and  will  have  mercy  upon  his  af- 
Aided. 

The  heavens,  the  earth,  and  the  mountains,  are 
called  upon  to  exprefs  gratitude  and  praifc,  for  the 
ineftimable  benefits  conferred  upon  the  church  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  Tranfported  with  ^  view  of  thefe 
grand  events  that  are  the  fubjed  of  this  prophecy ; 
Ifaiah  exults  in  triumphant  ftrains,  inviting  the 
whole  creation  to  break  forth  into  finging,  to  cele- 
bratc  the  Tories  of  redemption,  and  to  join  m  a 
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chorus  of  tliankfgiying  to  him  who  fares  and  com- 
forts his  people.  New  mercies  and  wonders,  de- 
mand new  fongs  of  praife.  Though  I  have  had  re- 
peated opportunities  of  illuflrating  iiniilar  calls  to 
adoring  gratitude,  I  am  not  difpofed  to  pafs  over 
this  demand  in  lilence,  which  is  addreiTed  to  the 
heavens,  the  earth,  and  the  mountains.  Thefe  ex- 
prefli99s  may  be  confidered  as  comprehending  uni- 
yetfjsd  nature,  with  all  the  conftituent  parts  where- 
of  it  is  compofed.  Viewing  them  in  this  light,  they 
forcibly  intimate,  that  were  the  fun,  the  moon, 
ihe  liars,  and  the  clouds,  poffelfed  ofreafon,  un- 
derftanding,  and  fenfibility ;  that  were  the  earth  and 
the  mountains,  with  the  feveral  parts  of  which  this 
globe  is  ccHnpofed,  capable  of  perceiving  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  benefits  which  were  to  be  conferred 
on  the  church,  they  would  exult  and  triumph  in  the 
author  of  all  felicity.  Or  the  words  may  be  un- 
derftood,  as  addreiled  to  the  rational  inhabitants 
that  refide  in  the  regions  of  the  univerfe,  which  are 
here  fpecified,  namely,  to  angels  and  celeftial  in- 
telligences, and  to  people  of  every  defcription,  that 
.dwell  On  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  In  either 
jCenfe^  they  ferve  to  (hew  the  vaft  amplitude  and 
ineftimable  worth  of  thofe  benefits  which  afford  a^ 
bundant  ground  of  univerfal  joy  and  gladnefs.  So 
great  is  the  benevolence  and  kindnefs  of  Jehovah  to 
bis  church,  that  all  his  creatures,  animate  and  ina** 
nimate,  inteUigent  and  irmtional,  fhould  all  unite^ 
Were  they  capable,  in  magnifying  his  wonderful 
grace,  and  in  making  a  joyful  noife  to  the  rock  ot 
ialvation. — ^The  reafons  of  this  gratiiktbn  are  fub* 
Joined. 

For  the  Lord  bath  comforted  bis  peopli.  The  ob-» 
jedts  of  his  tender  compaffion  are  his  people,  his 
afflided,  that  he  hath  chofen  from  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles  for  his  peculiar  treafure — who  fhare  in  lui 
redemption— who  participate  of  his  Spirit — who  are 
blefled  with  the  fruits  of  his  loving-kindnefs — and 
walk  in  his  law.--^His  afflicted,  who  are  diitrelTed 
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with  outward  and  inward  troubles  of  various  kinds, 
which,  though  grievous  for  the  prefent,  yet  throngb 
the  divine  operation  and  blefling,  prove  fubfcrvient 
for  advancing  their  beft  interefts.  The  Hebrew 
word  tranflated  afBidled,  fignifies  alfo  poor-^tbofc 
who  are  poor  in  fpirit,  who  think  foberly  of  theni- 
felves,  who  prefome  not  to  depend  on  their  own 
merits  and  abilities,  but  in  the  righte9iifnds  and 
grace  of  Chrift,  who  hunger  and  third  after  rigbte- 
oufncis,  and  Wait  for  the  confolation  of  IfraeL 
Befides,  many  of  them  are  in  mean  afflidled  cir- 
cumftances  in  this  world.  People  of  thefe  defcrip. 
tions  God  is  pleated  to  comfort.  Under  the  for- 
mer difpenfation  they  were  fqlaced  with  the  hope 
of  the  great  Meffiah,  the  authbr  of  redemption^ 
righteoufnefs,  liberty,  and  confolation,  who  was  to 
give  fatisfying  proofs  of  the  divine  favour  and  pre- 
sence, and  the  expedation  of  eternal  glory;  By 
him  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  delivered  from  the 
darknefs  in  which  for  ages  they  had  been  involved^ 
they  were  to  be  bix>ught  to  the  knowledge  of  fal- 
vation  by  the  remiflion  of  fins,  and  to  obtain  inhe-- 
ritance  among  them  that  are  fandified.  The  Lord 
will  comfort  them  under  their  fears  and  trials,  by  the 
difpenfation  of  his  providence,  by  the  truths,  the 
promifes,  the  precepts  of  his  word,  by  the  teftimo^ 
tiies  of  his  tender  affedion,  and  by  the  communi-^ 
cations  of  his  Spirit. — lie  wi^I  have  mercy  upon  bit 
affliited^  by  acUipting  their  affidions  to  their  nc- 
ceffities  and  circumftances,  by  moderating  their 
diftrefles,  by  fupporting  them  under  their  preflure, 
and  by  fending  them  feafonable  deUverance. 
Though  there  may  be  fortetiraes  an  apparent  in- 
confiilency  between  this  proroife  and  the  difpenfa- 
tion«  of  providence  ;  rather  ful'ped  the  juilice  of 
your  apprehenlions  than  the  faitlifulnefe  of  God* 
When  his  paths  feem  to  be  in  the  great  waters,  de- 
pend upon  his  unchangeable  veracity.  Learn  to 
diftinguifh  between  what  you  fuppofe  might  be 
moft  proper  for  you,   and  that  which  is  bell  in  the 
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iwew  of  infinite  \iafdom.  And  would  you  be  fen- 
liWe  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  your  affidions,  judge 
not  of  them  feparately,  but  in  their  connexion 
with  other  circumftanccs,  and  the  gracious  defigns 
which  they  are  intended  to  promote. — Such  is  the 
tender  compaffion  of  Jehovah  manifeftcd  in  the  a. 
bove  predicted  events,  and  fuch  the  immenfe  worth 
of  the  promifed  benefits,  that  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  the  celeftial  and  terreftriai  inhabitants,  have 
fet  before  them  abundant  matter  of  joy.  and  praife. — 
Whilft^he  whole  creation,  vifible  aind  invifible,  are 
required*  to  join  in  thankfgiving  to  God,  let  each 
of  us  call  upon  himfelf  with  David,  faying,  *  Blefs 
.*  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  ail.  that  is  within  me 
*  blefs  his  holy  name  */ 

14  But  Zion  faid,  The  LORD  hath  for- 
faken  me,  and  my^  LORD  hath  forgotten 
me, 

Notwithftanding  the  aftonilhing  grace,  the  pe- 
culiar care,  and  precious  promifes  of  Jehovah,  the 
defponding  dhurch  are  introduced  complaining  of 
their  calamitous  diftrefled  condition.  This  highly 
favoured  fociety,  conflituted  of  the  objefts  of  God*s 
tender  affeftion,  proteded  by  his  providence,  en- 
riched with  the  bleflings  of  his  falvation,  and  ho- 
noured with  his  gracious  prefence,  are  brought 
forward  under  the  well  known  delignation  of  Zion, 
preferring  this  mournful  complaint,  this  moving  ex- 
poftulation,  The  Lord  haih  forfakin  me,  &c.  Jeho- 
vah who  in  times  pad  refcued  me  from  dangers,  de- 
fended me  from  enemies,  rcdrefled  my  grievan- 
ces, and  heard  my  prayers — ^The  Lord  who  is  my 
Shepherd,  that  led  me  to  green  paftures,  my  Phy- 
fician,  who-  healed  my  (piritual  diftempers,  my 
Counfellor,  who  condufted  me  in  the  paths  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  my  Friend,  my  Father,  and  my  God,  who 
Jipth  been  my  rock,  my  fortrefs,  and  Ihiftld,  from 

whorp 
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whom  all  my  comforts  proceeded,  and  in  commu- 
nion with  whom  I  bare  experienced  the  higheft 
fatisfadion  and  delight.  Tlois  gracious  God  who 
is  my  Lord,  hath  forfakect,  hath  forgotten  me. 
Though,  properly  fpeaking,  forgetfulnefs  cannot 
be  attributed  to  God,  yet  it  is  aicribed  to  him  m 
jcripture,  when  he  doth  not  manifeft  his  kind  at- 
tention and  compaffionate  regards  to  bis  peofde^ 
which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.  He  is  faid  to 
forfake  thofe  ftom  whom  he  withholds  the  fruits  of 
bis  favour,  who  feem  divefted  of  his  gracious  protec- 
tion, and  expofed  to  various  calamities.  In  this 
fenfe,  we  explain  the  awful  threatening  denounced 
ttgainft  falfe  prophets,  ^  Behold,  faith  the  LonL  I, 

*  even  I,  will  utterly  forget  you,  and  I  will  forfake 

•  you  */  *  The  citizens  of  Zion  who  lamented  in 
plaintive  ftrains  their  deplorable  condition,  muft 
have  been  deprived  of  their  mod  valued  enjoy- 
ments, and  greatiy  diftrefled  by  difappointments,  re- 
preaches,  and  calamities,  whilft  God  did  not  appear 
io  regard  their  forlorn  ftate,  nor  to  grant  their  fup- 
plications.  They  muft  have  been  much  depreiiH 
becaufe  the  Lord  God  had  withdrawn  from  them 
his  former  loving-kindneflea,  whereby  they  had  been 
srefrefhed  and  comforted,  and  had  permitted  them  in 
defpondency  to  bewail  their  bereavements. — Such 
feems  to  have  been  the  mournful  condition  of  the 
Chriftian  church  tiot  long  after  the  commencement 
of  the  New  Teftamerit  difpenfation  ;  when  the  ru^ 
lers  of  this  world  began  cruelly  to  perfecute  them, 
and  falfe  teachers  endeavoured  to  corrupt  ChriftU^ 
anity.  Then,  according  to  the  piedidion  of  their 
Lord,  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chnft  were  delivered 
np  to  be  afflfided  and  killed,  and  hated  of  all  na» 
tionsfor  his  name's  fakef.  The  complaint  hath 
been  renewed  in  every  age,  by  thofe  who  have  been 
deeply  afFeded  with  their  exclufion  from  the  imp 
|>ortant  advantages  with  which  in  times  paft  they 
had  been  favoured. 

15  Cw 
^  Jcjr.  xxiii.  39,.  f  Matth.  «!▼,  9. 
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15  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child, 
that  (he  fhould  not  have  compaifion  on  the 
fon  of  her  womb  ?  yea,  they  may  forget, 
yet  will  I  not  forget  thee. 

To  remove  the  complaint  of  the  afflided  church, 
the  Holy  Spirit  adminifters  coniblation  admirably 
adapted  to  defpel  their  fears  and  forrows.  It  is  ex- 
prefely  denied,  that  God  can  ever  forget  his  people, 
or  fail  to  have  mercy  upon  them ;  he  can  no  more 
negledl  them  than  the  tender  hearted  mother  can 
for^t  her  fucking  infant  that  is  the  objed  9f  her 
dehght  and  folicitude.  The  queihon  here  aiked  is 
direded  to  the  heart,  it  carries  the  force  of  the 
ftrongeft  negation,  and  appeals  to  one  of  the  innate 
and  moft  powerful  principles  in  human  nature, 
founded  on  the  oonftitution  of  things,  on  experi- 
ence, and  lentiments  generally  received.  There  is 
a  peculmr  emphaiis  in  every  word  that  claims  at^ 
tentioiL — Can  a  ^lOoman,  one  who  hath  not  laid  a^ 
fide  thd  tender  feelings  proper  to  her  fex?  Mo- 
thers, or  rather  monfters  of  inhumanity  and  cruelty, 
there  have  been  who,  diveftcd  of  parental  affec- 
tion, have  imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
their  young  children.  Mothers  there  have  been  in  / 
fuch  circumftances  of  extraordinary  diftrefs,  who, 
notwitfaftanding  their  fond  affection  for  their  in« 
fants,  could  neither  remember  nor  (hew  them  com- 
paffion.  Mothers  of  the  moft  amiable  difpofitions 
may  not  conftantly  bear  in  mind  their  children 
when  grown  up  in  years,  and  in  ibme  meafure  ca«* 
pable  of  providing  for  thcmfelves.  But  the  cliild 
that  needs  unremitting  attention  and  care,  an  af-- 
fe<SKonate  mother  cannot  negleft  to  give  it  every 
aflillance  in  her  power,  and  to  perform  all  tbofe 
kind  offices  which  ipatemal  tendemefs  almoft  never 
fails  to  fuggeft. — Tca^  they  may  forget,  in  fome  cafes 
it  is  poffible,  and  in  fome  inltances  it  hath  happen- 
ed. Though  mothers  may  be  deficient  in  affec- 
tion and  duty  to  their  little  infants — Tet  will  not  1 
Vol.  Ill,  4 1  forget 
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forget  fbee,  I  vhofe  tender  mefx:ies  fail  not,  whofe 
love  is  unchangeable,  and  who  am  not  fubjed  to 
the  weaknefs  and  inconftancj  of  human  nature— I 
will  not  forget  you  whom  I  have  adopted  into  my 
family,  and  to  whom  I  have  extended  my  kind  a& 
fedlion,  but  will  afford  you  feafonable  relief  in 
all  your  afflidions  and  forrows.  The  comparifon 
here  inftituted  evinces,  in  the  moil  ftriking  man* 
ner,  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  the  tender  compaf- 
fion  which  Jehovah  never  ceafes'to  difcover  for  his 
peculiar  people,  to  the  pity  fhewn  by  the  moft  ten- 
der hearted  mother  to  the  child  that  was  form- 
ed and  nouriihed  in  her  womb,  that  was  fuckled, 
embraced,  and  cheriihed  by  her  with  the  fondeft 
fatisfadion.  Such  is  the  intimate*  endearing  connee- 
tion  and  affedion  fubfifting  between  God  and  his 
Qhurch,  conftituted  of  his  regenerated  children^ 
who  are  faid  to  be  bom  of  him,  who  are  nouriihed, 
proteded,  and  comforted  by  him.  Thefe  dear 
children  of  the  Moil  High  he  embraces  with  ex- 
quiiite  delight,  he  keeps  them  as  the  apple  of  hit 
eye,  he  confers  upon  them  the  moil  important 
tDlefllngs,  and  advances  them  through  Jefus  Cbriit 
to  be  heirs  of  eternal  glory.  This  gracious  regard, 
joined  with  the  immutability  and  faithfulnefs  <rf  Jc* 
hovah,  gives  his  faints  the. moil  fatisfying  fecurity 
that  he  will  never  forget  or  forfake  them. — Of  thii 
coHifbrtable  truth,  the  infant  church  of  Jefus 
Chriil  enjoyed  the  moil  pleafant  proofs.  Being 
the  objeds  of  the  divine  love  and  care,  every  cir- 
cumilance  in  their  condition  was  minutely  attend- 
ed to,  and  though  deilitute  of  human  aid,  they  were 
fuiiained,  preferved,  and  trained  up  to  maturi^  by 
God  himfelf.  And  ever-fince  that  early  period, 
they  have  experienced  the  accompUflunent  of  the 
reviving  declaration  which  hath  now  been  illufbat* 
ed. 

1 6  Behold,  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the 
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palms  of  my  hands  5  thy  walls  are  continual- 
ly before  me. 

Another  ground  of  confolation  is  laid  open  to  the 
affiled  church,  which  wc  are  invited  to  contem- 
j>late.  The  language  employed  to  defcribe  this 
dtftinguifhing  privilege,  is  figurative,  and  alludes  to 
the  praftice  of  an  architeft  who  intends  to  build  or 
repair  a  houfe  or  city.  This  artift  draws  an  accu- 
rate plan  of  the  work  he  deligns  to  execute,  with 
all  its  feveral  parts,  according  to  their  exaft  pro- 
portions, which  he  keeps  in  his  hand  ever  ready 
for  infpedion.  In  reference  to  this  cuftom  (I  fup* 
pofe)  the  Lord  God  declares,  in  a  way  accommoda- 
ted to  human  apprehenfion,that  he  hath  infcribed  on 
the  palms  of  his  hands,  Which  are  continually  in  his 
view,  the  whole  model  according  to  which  he  builds 
and  repairs  Zion.  According  to  this  plan  devifed 
by  infinite  wifdom,  he .  adjufts  every  circumftance 
that  relates  to  his  church.  This  form  he  hath  not 
merely  pourtrayed,  but  engraven  in  indelible  cha* 
raders,  intimating  that  nothing  refpeding  this 
fpiritual  building  fhall  be  ever  negleded  or  ef- 
faced from  his  remembrance.  In  the  counfe| 
and  purpofe  of  Jehovah  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  fornix 
ed  the  model,  according  to  which  the  whole  fpiri- 
tual building  is  fitly  framed  together,  that  grow- 
eth  into  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord,  and  all  its  in- 
terefts  are  conduded.  The  platform  of  the  taber- 
nacle, with  all  its  parts,  which  of  old  reprefented 
the  church  under  the  New  Teftament,  was  given 
toMofes,who  was  commanded  to  make  all  things  ac- 
cording to  the  pattern  Ihewed  him  in  the  mount. 
The  pattern  of  the  temple  built  for  the  fervice  of 
God,  David  king  of  Ifrael  had  by  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Lord  made  him  to  underftand  in  writing  by  his 
hand  upon  him,  the  plan  of  all  the  works*.  The 
type  or  figure  of  the  church  of  God  in  the  moil 
clorious  ftate  in  the  latter  days,  was  exhibited  in  vi- 
^  *  fion 
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ilon  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  and  afterward  to  th^ 
apoftle  John.  In  this  fpiritual  city  axid  temple 
called  the  New  Jerufalem,  God  himfelf  refides,  an4 
will  dwell  for  ever ;  there  he  bath  his  throne,  and 
manifefts  his  glory  ;  he  contemplates  with  plcafure 
the  work  of  his  own  hand^,  and  the  various  revolu* 
tions  through  which  it  paOes  to  its  final  coofam* 
snatioo. 

Thy  walls  are  torttinu^lly  before  m§.  By  the  walls 
of  Jerufaletn  the  church  of  the  living  God,  may  be 
intended  her  citizens,  who  arc  fpok^  of  by  an  a» 

Jioille  as  lively  ftones  built  upcHi  Jefus  Chnft,  tbf 
ure  foundation  that  God  hadi  laid  in  Zion ;  and 
*which  are  united  together  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  • 
the  bond  of  love  and  peace.  Or  they  may  denote 
whatfoever  conftitutes  their  ftiength  and  defence, 
protefls  them  from  the  aflaults  of  their  enemies,  and 
diftinguiil^s  them  kom  the  world  around  them. 
The  exad  ftate  of  thefe  walls,  and  all  the  circum- 
ilances  relative  to  their  fituation,  are^the  objcfls  of 
his  minute  infpe£Uon,  who  will  not  fuffer  them  to  &4 
into  ruin  even  in  troublois  times.  The  fafety  and 
comfort  that  walls  are  the  means  of  conveyhig  to 
the  city  around  which  thejr  are  placed,  the  Loi4 
God  will  aituredly  e&rd  his  people  at  all  cioieb 

*  The  falvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the  Loni ;  he 

*  is  their  ih-e^igth  and  fhield  ;  in  time  of  trouble  tlu; 

*  Lord  fliall  help  and  delrv^  them  *.'  His  fcrvaots, 
therefore,  ought  to  rely  with  unfufpeftiBg  coofideoce 
(Cm  his  grace  and  pov^^er,aiiiLirod  tfaf^  in  evxryfitnaticm 
they  are  epoompaflfed  with  his  favour,  and  fafeuiw 
^ier  his  protcdion  who  is  the  Almighty.  This  coa* 
£deration  ought  to  dnimihtflter  confidation  to  dicoi 
in  all  their  fears  and  dift^efies^ 

17  Thy  children  ihall  osuke  haftt;  thy 
deftroyers,  and  thej  dhat  made  tiaee  wafie, 

Ihall  jgo  fortli  <jf  tbee. 

The 
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The  people  of  God  arc  affurcd  of  the  dcftra<aJoft 
p£  their  external  enemitt,  and  of  their  deliverance 
frcMn  thofe  adverferies  which  from  aiDODgthem* 
felves  had  molefted  and  difturbed  them, — Thy  chil- 
dren, or,  as  the  Hebrew  w<mxI  fignifies,  thy  builders^ 
who  are  employed  in  reaaiiig  up  the  walls  cf  Jeru- 
ialem^  and  the  cities  of  Zion,  ihall  exert  all  their 
jMwers  with  alacrity  and  diligence,  to  advance  your 
Intcrefts,  and  to  iiwrreafe  your  numbers.    The  chiL 
dren  of  ZSoa  ihall  haftcn  with  the  utmoft  expedtr 
lion  to  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  accept  of  the  of- 
fered grace  of  the  Saviour.    No  aftion  whatfoever 
\s  done  with  greater  readinefs  and  chearfulnefe  thaa 
this.    After  a  man  is  fully  convinced  of  the  immi- 
nent danger  of  evcrlafting  defljoGion  to  which  he 
is  expofed ;  after  he  is  firmly  pcrfuaded  of  the  mer- 
xy  that  is  in  God,  and  the  falvation  that  is  in  Chrifl: 
Jcfus ;  he  flies  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope 
ict  before  him.    Alarmed  by  a  view  of  his  perilous 
condition,  and  allured  by  the  tender  compaiiion  of 
JehoTah,  he  haftcns  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  to  c- 
fcape  perdition,  like  a  perfon  that  is  ready  to  pe- 
rilh  by  fire  or  water;  he  runs  as  one  in  a  race  to  lay 
|iold  of  the  prixe,  he  flies  as  did  the  man-flayer  of  ' 
,  old  to  the  city  of  refuge. — Be  pcrfuaded,  then,  my 
y  hearers,  to  unite  in  Ipeedily  verifyuig  this  predic- 
tion, which  was  remarkably  fulfilled  to  the  primi- 
tive Chriftian  church,  and  which  Ihall  have  a  fer- 
ther  and  more  full  accompliihment.    Take  iandu- 
IU7  in  the  grace  of  thp  Ijord  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe 
arms  are  always  open,  to  receive  into  favour  thofe 
who,  convinced  of  their  fin  and  danger,  have  re- 
courie  to  him  for  ialvation. — ^I'o  remove  every  ob- 
ilnidion  that  might  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  this 
|M3tdidion,  the  overthrow  of  thofe  who  laid  wafte 
the  chiurch  is  exphdtly  foretold. 

Thy  defiroyers,  and  they  that  laid  thee  wajie^  &c. 
Their  internal  enemies,  that  had  mfinuated  them- 
selves into  their  Ibciety,  were  to  leave  them,  or  by 
yarious  means  to  be  expelled  from  among  them.  Of 
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this  fort  were  falfe  teachers,  &lfe  brethren,  deceits 
iul  workers,  and  Jcwifli  converts  to  Chriftianity, 
who  maintained  that  they  were  ftill  obliged  to  ob- 
fcrve  the  ritual  part  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  that 
the  Gentile  converts  ought  to  be  circumcifed,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  fame  rites*  Thef^;,  with  others  of 
whom  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  in  his  fecond  epiftle 
to  the  Corinthians,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians, 
and  in  his  letters  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  were,  I 
fuppofe,  the  deftroyers  here  intended.  Thefe  were 
the  grievous  wolves  that  he  cautioned  the  church 
of  Ephefus  to  beware  ^,  whofe  word  did  eat  as  doth 
a  canker  f ,  who  overthrew  the  faith  of  fome  J,  con* 
ceming  whom  he  faith,  I  wotild  that  they  were  ^ 
vcn  cut  oflf  that  trouble  you  ||* — Men  of  thefe  de- 
fcriptions,  who  endeavour^  to  deftroy  and  lay  wafte 
the  church  of  God,  were  to  go  forth  from  them,  to 
renounce  their  intimate  conne<£Uon  with  the  difci* 
pies  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  remain  no  longer 
in  communion  with  them.  In  the  words  of  the 
apoftle  John,  (i  Ep.  ii.  19.)  we  fay,*They  went  out 

*  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us;  for  if  they  had 

*  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued 

*  with  us ;  byt  they  went  out  that  they  might  be 

*  made  manifeitthat  they  were  not  all  of  us/r— Take 
heed  then,  and  beware  of  thofe  who  are  enemie^ 
to  the  crofs  of  chrift,  who  endeavour  to  undermine 
his  doctrine,  and  oppofe  his  grace  and  ai|thority. 
Though  bom  in  the  fame  country,  and  profeffing 
to  believe  the  fame  truths,  they  may  try  to  feduce 
you  from  the  faith  of  Chrift,  to  injure  your  bed  in- 
terefts,  and  to  deftroy  your  fouls.  Permit  me  alfo 
to  caution  you  againll  thofe  iptemal  enemies  which 
jou  are  in  danger  of  cherifliing  in  your  own  breafts, 
pride,  infidelity,  hypocrify,  malice,  impurity,  fiUf<;^ 
|iood,  covetou&efs,  and  other  bad  difpofitions. 

18  Lift  tip  thine  eyes  round  about,  and 
behold :  all  thefe  gather  thcmfelves  together, 

*  Aa$  XX.  29,     f  2  Tim.  ii.  17.     %  Vcr.  18.     ||  GaL  y.  la* 
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and  come  to  thee,  as  I  live,  faith  the  LORD, 
thou  {halt  furely  clothe  thee  with  them  all 
is  with  an  ornament,  and  bind  them  on  tbec 
as  a  bride  doetb. 

The  dejefted  church  of  God  as  a  ground  6f*  con- 
solation, are  called  to  behold  the  large  acteflions 
tvhich  they  were  to  receive  from  all  quarters,  and 
to  attend  to  the  certainty  of  this  dcfirable  event. — 
The  miiliftry  of  the  word  being  accompanied  with 
the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power ; 
great  numbers  of  people  of  every  defcription  and 
of  every  nation  were  to  refort  to  their  community, 
that  they  might  be  admitted  to  participate  of  their 
exalted  privileges.  Notwithftanding  every  inter- 
vening  obftacle,  they  were  to  repair  to  the  bofom 
of  the  church,  that  they  might  enjoy  fellowlhip 
with  Jefus  Chrifl  and  his  faithful  difciples,  with  the 
precious  bleilings  contained  in  his  promifes.  Lift 
up  your  eyes,  look  round  about,  diligently  confider, 
and  apply  your  minds  to  the  contemplation  of  this 
glorious  fpeftacle ;  the  children  of  Zion  of  eve- 
ly  kmdred  and  language,  hafting  from  the  four 
winds  of  heaven,  to  Jefus  Chrift,  t^ie  centre  of  u- 
nion  and  happinefs.  What  a  grand  fcene  !  what  a 
delightful  profpeft  opens  to  the  view — a  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  converts  flocking  from  every  diredlion  in- 
to the  houfe  of  God,  and  joining  themfelves  to  the 
l.ord  from  whom  by  fin  they  had  been  feparated, 
and  to  that  bleiled  fociety  whereof  he  is  the  head, 
the  felicity,  and  the  glory.     •  Sing  and  rejoice,  O 

*  daughter  of  Zion,  for  lo^many  nations  fhall  be 

*  joined  to  the  Lord  in  that  day,  and  fhall  be  my 

*  people,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midft  of  thee  *.' 
How  wonderful  the  efficacy  of  the  word  of  God, 
which  brings  to  pafs  the  moft  furprifing  glorious  e- 
vents,  vanquifhes  the  moft  powerful  oppofition,  and 
brings  ftrangers,  who  were  afar  off  from  God,  to  be 

fello\^ 
*  Zecb.  ii.  Id,  x  r. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hti  IJEXrttJiUE;^  OQ^  Tii£       Ghap.XLEC 

fellove  cittzebs  mth  the  faints,  aad  members  of  the 
houfehold  of  faith ! 

.  As  I  live^  faitb  the  l^rdy  thou /halt  Jurelj  cUtbe 
ihee  with  them  al/y  &c.  To  give  the  ftrongeft  fc- 
curity  for  the  accompliftmient  of  tliis  prediSion, 
Jehovah  was  pleafed  to  fiiperadd  hi&  oath  to  his 
word,  and  to  declare,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner, 
that  as  certainly  as  he  poflefles  exiftence,  life,  and 
omnipotence,  this  promiled'  event  fh^ll  be  fulfilled 
in  its  feafon.  The  form  of  fwearing  here  ufed  fre- 
quently occurs  in  the  writings  of  IVTofes  and  the 
prophets,  efpecially  in  the  book  of  Ezekiel,  where, 
if  1  miftake  not,  it  occurs  ifburteen  times.  It  for- 
cibly exprefles  the  abfolute  irrevocable  purpofe  of 
the  living  God,  to  do  as  he  hath  faid,  to  ratify  and 
eftablifh  what  he  hath  foretold,  and  to  unite  by  an 
mdiflbluble  connexion  his  own  life  with  the  increafc 
and  advancement  of  his  church,  who  ought  there- 
fore to  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  his  veracity.-^ STZ^cii 
Jhaltfurely  clothe  thee,  &c.  By  the  large  acceffion 
of  conveits  which  fljall  come  to  thee  from  all'  the 
regions  of  the  earth,  thou  ftialt  be  richly  covered 
and  adorned,  fo  as  to  appear  beautiful  and  lovely 
in  the  eyes  of  all  who  have  fpiritual  difcemment. 
As  a  bride  drefles  herfelf  in  the  beft  apparel,  and 
is  decked  with  ornaments  and  jewels,  to  add  to  her 
comelinefs  and  elegance  whatever  may  attrad  no- 
tice and  admiration — lo  thou  (halt  be  decorated,  and 
thy  fplendor  increafed,  by  the  dodrine  and  fandi* 
ty,  the  gifts  and  graces,  of  many  valuable  illuftri- 
Ous  perfons  who  ihall  be  converted  unto  thee  by 
divide  grace.  Men  of  diflinguifhed  excellence  and 
brilliant  fandlified  abilties  fiiall  prove  thy  bnghteft 
ornaments,  and  being  cloiely  attached  tp  thee  by 
the  ftrong  ties  of  afledion,  interett,  and  duty ;  and 
tppropriared  to  thy  fervice  and  honour,  thou/fiiait 
ihine  foith  with  amiable  luftre  and  glory,  and  ac- 
quire great  renown  and  celebrity. — Animated  by 
this  foiemn  afliirance,  let  us  dired  our  fervent  fup- 
plicatiuns  to  the  only  wile  God  our  Saviour,  that  he 
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would  endow  us  with  wifdom  and  love  to  advapcc 
the  interefts  of  bis  kingdom.  And  let  us  unite  our 
efforts  to  make  known  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  the 
perfeftioa  of  bis  work,  the  wonders  of  his  grace, 
^nd  the  bleiSngs  of  his  falvation,  to  our,  brethren 
of  mankind. 

19  For  thy  wafte  and  thy  defolate  places, 
and  the  land  of  thy  deftrudion,  fliall  even 
now  be  too  narrow  by  reafon  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  they  that  fwallowed  thee  up 
fliall  be  far  aw^y. 

Our  Prophet  proceeds  to  foretel  the  deftruflion 
of  the  external  enemies  of  the  church.  Deprefled 
by  the  oppofition  and  perfecution  which  they  fuf- 
tained  in  fome  periods,  the  fervants  of  God  might 
have  fard.  What  avails  the  increafe  of  our  children  - 
and  the  enlargement  of  our  community,  if  we  ar^  . 
not  delivered  from  the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of 
our  adverfaries,  who  are  ready  to  devour  us,  and  to 
.  bereave  us  of  ouugprecious  fons  and  daughters  ?  All 
necellary  provifion  is  made  to  remove  the  ground 
of  this  complaint.  Though  for  wife  important  rea- 
fons  God  permits  his  church  to  be  laid  wafte,  he 
hath  promifed  to  give  them  fupport  and  confolation  ; 
and  if  they  are  anxious  and  troubled  about  their 
habitations,  and  the  places  wherein  they  convened 
to  worfhip  the  God  of  their  fathers,  they  are  givea 
to  know,  that  thofe  houfes  which  have  been  de- 
molilhed  and  buried  in  ruins  fliall  be  rebuilt  and  en- 
krged,  with  greater  magnificence  and  beauty  than 
they  formerly  poflefled— that  their  country  which 
had  been  defolated  and  deprived  of  its  inhabitants 
by  the  fury  of  their  oppreflbrs,  who  were  intent,  if 
poQible,  on  exterminating  them  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  was  to  prove  incapable  of  containing 
them  on  account  of  their  prodigious  increafe,  whilft 
their  perfcutors  were  to  be  difperfed  and  confumed 
by  one  another.— The  Roman  empire,  pollefled 
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by  Chriftians  deeply  engaged  m  fiipporting  the  in- 
jured interefts  of  their  divine  Mafter,  which  after- 
ward became  a  defolate  country,  is  fuppofed  by 
the  learned  Vitringa  and  other  comnientators  to 
have  been  the  land  here  fpoken  of.     That  region, 

^though  compriiing  a  vaft  extent  of  territory,  was 
of  too  fmall  compafs  to  contain  the  numerous  dif- 
ciples  of  the  Son  of  God,  after  the  cruel  perfecu- 
tions  they  fufFercd  were  over.  So  rapidly  did  they 
multiply,  that  the  places  of  divine  worfliip,  and 
even  the  country  they  occupied,  were  not  fufficient 
to  hold  the  immenfe  numbers  of  Chriftians  added 
\mto  the  church. — jind  they  that /wallowed  thee  up 

JIjoU  be  far  away.  Such  is  the  dreadful  ferocity 
and  favage  cruelty  of  thofe  who  perfecute  the  fer- 
vants  of  God,  that  they  feize  upon  them  with  the 
utmoft  rapacity,  and  like  wild  beads  would  utterly 
devour  them,  did  not  the  Almighty  mercifully  in- 
terpofe  for  their  deliverance  and  prefervation.  At 
the  time  to  which  this  prediction  refers,  the  impla- 
cable adverfarics  of  the  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift 
were  to  be  removed  at  a  great  diftance,  and  to  be 
incapable  of  annoying  them  any  longer  as  in  times 
part. — This  prophecy  feems  tb  refer  to  the  perfecu- 
tion  that  happened  under  Dioclefian  the  Roman 
emperor,  v/ho  commanded  the  churches  to  be  de- 
molifned,  the  bibles  to  be  burnt,  the  minifters  of 
the  gpfpcl  to  be  put  in  chains,  the  richer  Chriftians 
to  be  branded  with  infamy,  and  the  vulgar  of 
them  to  be  made  flavcs  *  :  And  to  the  fubfequent 
deliverance  of  the  church,  and  the  profperity  they 
afterv;ard  enjoyed. 

20  The  childrfen  which  thou  (halt  have, 
after  thou  haft  loft  the  other,  fhall  fay  again 
in  thine  ears.  The  place  is  too  ftrait  for 
me  :   give  place  to  me  that  I  may  dwell. 

The  Prophet  amplifies  and  illuftrates  the  fubjed, 

by. 

•  Eufcb.  Kid.  Ecclcf.  Lib.  8.  chap,  a,  3,  I2,  r  j. 
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by  atinouncing  the  large  increafe  of  the  church, 
after  having  fuffered  the  raoft  direful  calamities.-r 
The  children  fpoken  of,  were  the  large  acceflioris 
made  to  the  fociety  of  the  faithful,  during  the  time 
they  had  been  difperfed  and  remained  in  a  deilitute 
condition,  refembling  that  of  a  mother  bereaved  of 
her  children.  The  church  reduced  to  this  deplorable 
ftate,  deprived  of  the  children  with  which  they  had 
been  formerly  blefled,  were  to  hear  others  faying 
again  iniheir  ears^  &c.  After  the  prifons  were  o- 
pened,  after  thofe  who  had  fled  into  defarts  and 
diftant  countrie3,  returned  to  the  places  and  church- 
es from  which  they  had  efcaped  in  perilous  times, 
to  elude  the  torments  threatened  by  their  pcrfecu- 
tors  ;  and  after  liberty  was  granted  to  the  public 
profeffion  of  Chrillianity,  larger  and  more  fpacious 
places  for  .facred  worlhip  became  necelF^ry,  and 
fpaces  much  more  extenfive  than  thofe  formerly 
^ppropiiated  to  their  ufe,  were  to  be  allotted  to  the 
children  of  light.  Chriftians  were  then  to  fay  to  thc^ 
heatheiv around  them,  Give  place  to  me  that  I  may 
dwell ;  permit  roe  to  enlarge  my  territories,  and  to 
occupy  njpre  extenfive  poliefli(»is,  and  more  com- 
ihodious  habitations  than  thofe  I  have  enjoyed  in 
times  paft.  This  reafonable  requeft  affords  a  ftrik* 
ing  proof  of  the  great  increafe  of  the  difciples  of  Je- 
fus  Chrilt,  and  of  the  flourifhing  condition  to  which 
they  were  to  be  advanced,  after  luaving  fuftained 
piany  grievous  affidions. 

21  Then  Ihalt  thoii  fay  in  thine  heart. 
Who  hath  begotten  me  thefe,  feeing  I  have 
loft  my  children,  and  am  defolate,  a  cap- 
tive, a;^d  removing  to  and  fro?  and  who 
hath  brought  upth^fe?  behold,  I  was  left  a-^ 
lone :  thefe,  where  /jove  they  been  ? 

The  church  exprefles  their  agreeable  furprife,  at 
the  unexpefted  appearance  of  numerous  converts, 

that 
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that  had  b^en  made  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of 
ihe  Son  of  God,  during  their  defolation  and  difper- 
fion.  There  is  probably  an  allufion  to^  fome  great 
city,  which  in  time  of  war  had  been  deprived  of 
moft  of  her  beft  citizens  j  who  gfter  the  calamities  of 
war  ceafed,  returns  to  her  former  ftate  of  tranquil- 
lity and  profperity,  and  fees  her  fcattered  citizens 
coming  home  in  igreat  numbers,  with  immenfe  af- 
fluence and  a  numerous  offspring.  In  like  man- 
ner, after  the  violent  ftorm  of  perfecution  had  fub- 
iided,  the  confeflbrs  of  the  name  of  Chriil  that  had 
been  driven  away  from  their  haWtation^,  who  fUll 
Airvived  and  were  reftored  to  liberty,  coiJd  not 
view  the  increafe  of  their  numbers  and  their  prof- 
perous  ftate,  without  exprefijng  furprife  and  admi- 
ration— WA0  bath  begotun  fiie  theje  ?  From  whence 
jBome  this  beautiful  numerous  offspring,  and  by 
what  means  were  they  brought  into  the  family  of 
God  ^^— Seeing  I  have  lo/i  my  thtidren^  by  the  cruel- 
ty  and  fury  of  oppreflbrs :  And  am  defolate  in  ^ 
deflitute  forlorn  and  helplefs  condition — A  captive^ 
driven  from  my  native  country,  diftrefled  and  in- 
ilaved  by  tyrannical  oppreflbrs — And  removing  io 
eindjro,  in  a  ftate  of  continual  uncertainty,  (hiftmg 
from  one  place  to  another,  in  order  to  elude  the  rage 
of  unrelenting  iperkcvLtors.— And  who  hath  brought 
thefe  up?  who  cherifhed,  inftruded,  and  provided  for 
thefe  hopeful  children  that  have  been  added  unto 
the  Lord  'i^^Behold  liJbas  iefi  ahne,  and  abandoned 
by  many  of  my  profefled  friends,  compelled  to  flee 
into  folitude,  destitute  of  companions  to  take  care 
of  me,  and  to  give  me  hope  of  children.— Though 
the  Ix)rd  God  permits  his  church  to  continue  for  a 
feafon  in  deplorable  circumftances^  it  is  comfortable 
to  refleft  that  their  defolations  are  not  perpetual ; 
that  in  mercy  he  will  repair  the  breaches  made  up- 
pn  them,  and  build  up  the  walls  thereof  even  in 
troublous  times.  By  accompanying  his  word  with 
divine  power,  by  the  invincible  coriftancy  of  hij 
martyrs,  by  the  wonderful  deliverance  ofhisfeN 
;  '  '  vants 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ysk.2u    PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAH  627 

yants  From  their  perfecutors,  by  theif  holy  lives; 
and  the  remarkable  deftrudion  of  their  adverfaries; 
Qod  is  pleafed  to  multiply  and  bring  up  his  chil- 
dren, and  to  giye  fatisfying  anfvrers  to  the  queftions 
propofed  in  this  verfe.  The  fpread  and  fuccefe  of 
Chriftianity,  notwithftanding  the  virulent  oppofi- 
tion  raifed  againft  it  by  earthly  rulers,  is  4ts  pecu- 
liar glory ;  and  denlondrates  that  Almigjity  God 
is  its  author  and  pn>te(3or.---^This  prediction  feems 
to  have  a  fpecial  reference  to  the  time  of  Conftan- 
tine,  the  firft  Ghriftian  emperor,  when  the  church 
of  Chrift  was  greatly  increafed  and  enlarged,  That 
illuftrious  prince  treated  Ghriftian  Biihops  with 
much  refped ;  he  exhorted  hifi  fubjeds  to  embrace 
phriftianity;  he  required  them  toobferve  the  Lord's 
day  ;  he  advanced  Chriftians  to  places  of  truft  and 
power  J  he  built  many  magnificent  churches  and 
j3ratorie3 ;  and  by  thefe  means  afliiled  in  bring- 
ing up  the  children  here  mentioned  *• 

22  Thus  faith  the  LORD  God,  Behold, 
J  will  lift  up  mine  hand  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
JTet  up  iny  ftandarcj  to  the  people :  and  they 
ihall  bring  .thy  fons  in  ibeir  arras,  and  thy 
daughters  fhall  be  carried  upon  tdeir  £boul* 

Our  Prophet  baviQg  foretold  the  rapid  increafe 
of  the  difciples  of  th^  Son  of  God,  and  the  over<^ 
throw  of  thofe  tyrants,  who  by  horrid  perfecutions 
iFetarde.d  the  progrefs  of  the  church  of  God  ;  pro* 
cecds  to  reprcfent  their  fubfcquent  profperity  and 
glory,  in  confequence  of  the  vaft  multitudes  from 
among  the*  Gentile  nations  that  were  to  join  them, 
and  give  them  their  fupport.  This  momentous 
fubjed  which  might  feem  to  exceed  human  expec- 
tation, he  introduces  with  his  accuilomed  folemni* 

ty. 

*  MofheiiD^s  Ecclef.  Hift*  vol.  i.  p.  261,  et/ej.  Mill^'9 
hj&Mj  of  ChxiiUaoitj,  vol.  x.  p.  j8o. 
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ty. — Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  whofe  word  fhall 
certainly  receive  its  exaft  accoinpli(hment  in  due 
feafon,  and  who  by  fulfilling  ^this  prophecy,  wDI 
d^monftrate  that  he  is  Jehovah  who  ruleth  over  all, 
who  is  ever  faithful  in  verifying  his  promifes. — 
/  will  lift  up  my  hand  to  the  Gentiles,  &c.  Though 
lifting  up  the  hand  is  mentioned  in  fcripture  to  fig- 
nify  the  folemp  adl  of  fwearing,  (Deut.  xxxii,  4c.) 
bleffing  with  authority,  (Luke  xxiv.  50.)  and 
threatening  or  fmiting*,  (Ezek.  xliv.  1 2.)  I  fuppofe, 
from  whM  immediately  follows,  tliat  it  is  not  ufed 
here  in  anyrof  thefe  fenfes.  This  pofture  is  defign- 
cd  to  intimate,  that  the  Almighty,  by  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence,  and  the  miniftry  of  the 
gofpel,  accompanied  with  ,divine  powpr,  was  to  give 
certain  fignals  of  his  pleafure  to  neighbouring  na- 
tions, which  they  were  to  obey,— ^«^/  fet  up  my 
Jiandardj  &c.  or  banner  of  the  crofs,  to  which  the 
people  fhaU  ]fc  invited  to  refort  by  the  edidls  of 
princes,  and  the  miniftry  of  my  fervants,  from  the 
pioft  remote  regions  of  the  earth,  that  they  may 
participate  in  the  hleffings  of  my  kingdom,  and 
yield  fubje^ion  to  my  authority, — ^nd  they  fhall 
bring  ihyfons  in  their  arms,  &c.  Thefe  words  are  not 
to  be  literally,  but  figuratively  upderftood.  They  e- 
vidently  refer  to  the  tender  foiicitude  with  which 
young  creatures  are  cherifhed  and  carried  by  per- 
fons  entrufted  with  the  care  of  them.  In  this  fym- 
faolical  lapguage,  the  church  of  JdusGhrift  is  to  be  * 
confidercd  as  the  mother  who  was  to  treat  young 
converts  to  the  Chriftian  faith  with  the  greatcft  gen^ 
tlenefs,  to  cherifh  them  with  kind  afiedion,  and 
chearfully  to  afibrd  them  every  aflifiance  that  they 
needed,  when  enfeebled  and  dejeded.  According 
to  this  predidion,  the  ftronger  and  more  aged  Chrif- 
tians  were  to  aflSft  the  younger  and  weaker,  and  in 
love  to  ferve  one  another.  By  bearing  one  ano- 
thers  burdens,  they  were  to  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrift; 
that  command  which  is  peculiarly  his,  the  diftm* 
g\uihiflg  badge  of  his  followers, .  whereby  they  are 
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known  from  other  men.  The  ties  of  humanity,^ 
connexion,  and  friendfliip  may  be  diflblved ;  but 
the  law  of  our  Lord  and  l^viour  brings  every  Chrif- 
tian  under  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  indiflblubk  obli- 
gations, to  look  not  only  on  his  own  things,  but  on 
the  things  of  others  ;  to  feek  not  only  his  owp  but 
anothefs  wealth  and  profperity. 

23  And  kings  fhall  be  thy  nurfing  fathers, 
and  their  queens  thy  nurfing  mothers :  they 
Ihall  bow  down  to  thee  with  their  face  toward 
the  earth,  and  Uck  up  the  duft  of  thy  feet; 
and  thou  (halt  know  that  I  am  the  LORD ;  for 
they  Ihall  not  be  afhamed  that  wait  for  me. 

Another  peculiar  privilege  is  fpecified  to  be  en- 
joyed by  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift.  They  were 
to  acquire  new  celebrity  and  glory  from  the  fofter- 
ing  proteding  hand  of  perfons  of  the  Ixigheft  rank, 
in  veiled  with  fupreme  authority,  who  would  de- 
voutly and  publicly  profefs  Chriftianity,  and  fup- 
port  its  facred  interefts.  The  prediction  elegantly 
exprefles  the  external  fafcty  and  felicity  to  be  con- 
ferred on  the  fervants  of  the  Son  of  God. — Great 
perfonages  of  both  fexes,  elevated  to  thrones  and 
fceptres,  and  clothed  with  royal  majefty,  fhall  ma- 
nifeft  tender  folicitude  for  advancing  the  interefts 
of  the  church  of  God,  to  which  they  fhall  give  their 
powerful  aid.  They  fhall  do  wjiat  is  competent 
for  them  to  defend  the  people  of  Gpd  from  the  af- 
faults  of  thofe  who  would  injure  them,  and  to  have 
them  well  inftrufted  in  the  principles  and  duties 
inculcated  in  the  gofpelj'  that  through  the  di- 
vine  bleffing,  they  may  be  nourifhed  up  by  good 
minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  words  of  faith  and 
good  doQrine.  They  fhall  take  care  that  the  word 
of  God  be  read,  explaineji,  and  recommended  to  the 
people ;  that  the  nature  of  divine  inftitutions  be 
expounded,  and  the  pradice  of  Chriflian  duties  be 

enforced  9 
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enforced,  as  the  beft  means  rffurnifliing  them  for 
every  good  work.  Thefe,  and  fimUar  kind  offices, 
ihall  the  kings  and  queens  of  the  earth  perform, 
that  they  may  prove  nurfing  fathers  and  mothers 
^  to  the  church  of  God, 

Tbeyjhall  bow  dawn  to  tbee,  &c.  This  was  the 
cuftom  in  ancient  times  of  expreffing  reverence  for 
perfons  of  diftinguifhed  eminence,  and  of  fhe wing 
fcfpeft  for  thofe  that  were  highly  efteemed.  When 
Jofeph's  brethren  came  into  his  prefence,  after  he  was 
Jippointed  governor  of  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  *  they 

•  bowed  themfelves  with  their  faces  to  the  earth  */ 
In  alluiion  to  this  praftice,  Ifaiah  foretels,  that  prin- 
ces, with  other  illuftrious  perfonages,  accuftomed  to 
receive  the  homage  of  thofe  about  them;  fhall  tefti- 
fy  profound  refped  for  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
They  (hall  readily  manifeft  their  flhcere  regard  for 
the  difciples  of  our  Lord,  and  their  firm  attachment 
to  their  interefls,  in  thofe  various  ways  whereby 
they  may  fhew  their  efteem  and  veneration  of  their 
charader  and  privileges ;  particularly  by  vniting 
with  them  in  the  adoration  and  worfliip  of  our  com- 
mon Lord  and  Saviour, — ^The  following  words,  ta- 
ken from  the  manners  of  eaftern  countries,  ftill 
more  ftrongly  exprefs  profound  reverence  and  fub- 
miflion  to  the  community  of  the  faithful — And  lick 
uf  the  duji  of  thy  feet.  Such  fplendid  language  as 
this,  which  evidently,  refers  to  the  extravagant  ho- 
mage paid  to  eaftern  monarchs,  was,  I  fuppofe,  in- 
tended only  ^s  an  amplification  of  the  fubjeft,  not 
as  a  predidion  to  be  literally  underftocd  and  fulfill- 
ed precifely  according  to  the  letter.  The  expref- 
fions,  however,  taken  in  connexion  with  others  of 
a  fimilar  nature,  contain  fuflScient  ground  of  grati- 
tude and  praife  to  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  ficfli, 
who  hath  elfewhere  foretold,that  *all  kings  (hall  fiJl 

•  down  before  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  all  nations  (hall 
'  ferve  him  f .' 

And  thou  J  halt  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.     By  the 

accompUianient 
•  Gen.  xlii,  6.        f  PfU.  Ixxii.  1 1. 
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acGomplifhment  of  thefe  precious  promifes,  which 
furpaffes  aU  human  expedation,  the  fervants  of  the 
MoftJIigh  ftiall  be  fully  latisfied,  that  the  God 
in  whom  they  truft  is  indee.d  Jehovah,  whofe 
righteoufneis  and  grace,  whofe  power  and  faithful** 
pefs,  are  thereby  richly  difplayed,  whilfl:  their  hap- 
pinefs  is  greatly  advanced.  Thou  fhaU  acknovv- 
ledge  that  I  am  Jehovah,  by  loving,  honouring,  and 
Terving  me,  and  by  making  known  my,  infinite  ma- 
jelly,  excellence,  and  glory;  that  my  name  and  fal- 
vation  may  be  celebrated  with  admiration  and  gra- 
titu{Ie'  throughout,  the  c^rth.-^For  they  Jhall  not  be 
qfbamid  that  waitf$r  me.  Thofe  who  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  faith,  and  hope,  and  patience  wait  upon 
j3od  for  the  interpofitions  of  his  providence,  and  the 
fulfilment  of  his  promifes,  fhall  never  be  confound- 
ed. Though  fometimes  they  may  be  difappointed 
of  the  affiftance,  proteftioh,  and  deliverance  they 
lookjsd  for,  at  (he  time  they  wifhed.  to  enjoy  them, 
^et  all  their  expectations  founded  on  the  promife5 
of  God .  fhall  ultimately  be  more  than  gratified, 
They  ihaU^not.be  afliamed  of  then:  hope,  of  the 
foundation  whereon  it  refts,  or  of  the  objeds  on 
which  it. t^rminates^  Jehovah  will  not  alter  the 
thing  that  is  gpne  out  of  his  mouth,  nor  will  he 
iruftrate  thofe  longing  defires  that  he  himfelf  hath 
^xcite^p  .  IJis  infinite  goodnefsi,  wifdom,  veracity, 
and  ppwef ,'  give  the  ftrongeft  fecurity  that  his  pro- 
jnifes  fliall.ngt  tail  of  their  accomplilhment. 

24Shallthe  prey  be  taken  from  themigh* 
ty,.pr  itl=ne  lawful  captive  delivered  ? 

An  objedjion  is  ftarted  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
above  predictions,  derived  from  the  powerful  oppq- 
fition  made  by  formidable  enemies  to  the  profperity 
of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  difficulty, 
whether  propofed  by  our  Prophet  in  his  own  name,  or 
in  the  name  of  the  church,  is  compofed  of  two  parts, 
.which,  being  of  fimilar  import,  may  be  confideredto- 

Vol.  ill.  4  li  gether. 
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gether.  The  event,  refpefting  which  enquiry  is 
made,  though  not  impolfible,  is  verj  improbable^ 
and  extremely  difficult  to  be  effefted.  If  a  mighty 
m4n  hath  got  pofleffion  of  fome  valuable  booty,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he  will  part  with  it  unlefs  he 
be  vanquifhed,  and  it  be  taken  from  him  by  force. 
— ^The  prey  may  denote  the  Gentile  nations,  which 
had' long  been  detained  by  the  powers  of  darknels 
in  ignorafice  and  error,  in  fuperftition  and  idolatry, 
from  among  whom  our  Prophet  had  foretold  large 
accellions  were  to  be  made  to  the  kingdom  of  the 
Son  of  God  :  Or  it  mqy  fignify  the  church  of  Chrift, 
which  had  been  fpoiled  by  their  powerful  perfecu- 
tors,  who  had  reduced  them  into  their  fubjedtion  ; 
who  had  vexed,  opprefled,  and  almoit  cut  them 
off.  In  either  of  thefe  fenfes  dbth  it  feem  likely 
that  the  prey  fhall  be  taken  from  the  mighty. — Or 
the  lawful  captive  delivered?  The  late  biihop  of 
London  hath  belter  tranflated  this  latter  claufe  of 
the  verfe  thus,  *  Or  (hall  the  prey  feized  by  the  ter- 

*  rible  be  refcued  ?*  On  the  margin  of  fome  bibles 
the  Hebrew  words  are  rendered,  *  Shall  the  captivi- 

•  ty  of  the  juft  be  delivered?'  by  which  I  fuppofe  is 
meant  the  fame  as  the  prey ;  thofe  who  efpecially 
belonged  to  the  Holy  and  Juft  One,  who  were  cho- 
fen  by  him  for  his  peculiar  people,  and  yet  remain* 
ed  in  the  bondage  of  corruption,  captives  to  their 
fpiritual  enemies:  Or  thofe  fubjeds  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  who  were  expofed  to  the  terrible  tor- 
tures inflided  upon  them  by  their  cruel  unrelenting 
opprefibrs,  and  detained  by  them  in  miferable  cir« 
cumftances. 

Thefe  few  remarks  fliew  the  import  of  the  quef- 
tions  under  confideration.  Shall  the  prey  be  taken 
away  and  refcued  on  which  the  ftix>ng  hath  laid 
hold,  which  he  guards  with  the  utmoft  attention 
and  vigilance  ?  Shall  thefe  captives  be  delivered, 
not  only  from  the  rapacity  of  their  foes,  but  be 
brought  in  fafety  to  a  happy  and  comfortable  con? 
dition  ?  Yes,  my  brethren.    The  Son  of  God,  who 
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defcended  to  this  earth,  hath  afcended  on  high, 
and  led  captivity  captive;  he  completely  van- 
quifhed  all  the  enemies  of  his  church,  and  (lands 
engaged  that  none  of  his  people  ihall  be  deftroye4 
by  any  adverfe  power.  .  *  Truft  then  in  him  at  all 

*  times,  ye  people ;   pour  out  your  hearts  before 

*  him  ;  God  is  a  refuge  for  us  *•* 

25  But  thus  faith  the  LORD,  Eveu  the 
captives  of  the  mighty  (hall  be  taken  av^ay, 
and  the  prey  of  the  terrible  fhall  be  deliver- 
ed :  for  I  mil  contend  with  him  that  con- 
tendeth  with  thee,  and  I  will  fave  thy  chil- 
dren. 

The  difficulty  propofcd  in  the  former  verfe  is  re- 
folved  by  Jehovah  himfelf,  who  executeth  judg- 
ment  for  the  oppreffed,  and  loofeth  the  prifoners. — 
Even  the  iaptives  of  the  mighty^  &c.  Thofe  who 
have  been  kept  in  bondage  by  their  fpiritual  ene- 
mies fliall  be  fet  at  liberty,  the  deluded  fubjefts  of 
the  kingdom  of  darknefs  IhaU  be  {hatched  from  the 
power  df  their  adverferies,  as  brands  from  the  fire, 
and  ihall  be  introduced  into  the  houfebold  of  faith. 
— And  the  prey  of  the  terrible  Jhall  be  delivered,  &c. 
The  people  of  God,  who  have  been  harafled  and 
perfecuteAby  thofe  who  appear  terrible,  on  account 
of  the  cruelty  by  which  they  are  adluated,  and  the 
power  with  which  they  are  armed,  Ihall  in  due  time 
be 'vindicated  from  their  tyranny,  by  him  who  re- 
deems his  fervants  from  the  hands  of  their  foes.  Of 
this  comfortable  truth  the  mod  illuftrious  inftances 
are  recorded  in  fcripture.  After  the  Jewifh  peo]^le 
had  become  a  prey  to  the  mighty  power  of  the 
Chaldeans,  and  had  been  led  captive  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the  Lord  God  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fet 
them  at  liberty,  and  to  reftore  them  to  their  own 
land.    When  the  fulnefs  of  time  arrived,  the  Son 

of 
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of  God,  who  came  forth  conquering  and  tQ  conquer^ 
Tanquilhed  principalities  and  powers,  deftroyed 
death,  led  captivity  captive,  and  took  oyt  fix!>in  a- 
monpj  the  Gentiles  a  people  for  hb  name,  .  And  in 
the  day  of  his  power  he  triumphs  over  his  own  and 
Jiis  people's  enemies,  and  takes  the  prey  from  the 
mighty.  In  this  manner  hath  the  truth  before  us 
been  verified  in  manifold  inftances  ;  and  in  fubfe- 
quent  periods  it  fhajl  certainly  be  farther  confirmed 
by  the  happy  experienide  of  the  chutcli  of  God, 

For  I  will  contend  with  bim  that  eontenditb  with 
fheiy  &c.  The  difciples  of  Jefus  Chfift  ftrive  with 
many  ftrong  adverfe  powers  winch  they  are  un<* 
able  to  Tanqui(h«  aod^^ere  t|iey  to.  combat  with 
them  in  their  own  ftrength,  they  would  foon  fall  a 
prey  into  their  hands.  Diffident,  however,  of  their 
own  abilities,  and  aninaated  by  .ther  reviving  af- 
furance,  that  Jehovah  contends  with  thofe  that 
fight  with  them,  that  their  enemies  are  his  foes,  o- 
ver  whom  he  will  certainly  triumph,  they  fuftain 
tne  conflid  without  being  intimidated,  or  anxious 
^bout  the  confequences,  as  it  is  eafy  to  fee  how  the 
conteil  muft  terminate.  Almighty  God  fhall  un- 
doubtedly appear  in  their  behalf,  $^ni  vindicate  the 
injured  rights  of  his  perfecuted  church,  as  foretold 
by  the  prophet  David,  Pfal.  xx^v,  i,  a.  *  Plead,  O 

•  Lord,  with  them  that  ftrive  with  me,  fight  againft 

•  them  that  fight  ^gainft  me.     Take  hold  of  fhield 

•  and  buckler,  and  ftand  up  for  my  help.*  The 
Lord  God  will  not  permit  either  internal  or  exter« 
nal  foes  to  maintain  ufurped  dominion  over  thofe 
who  have  inlifted  under  the  banner  of  his  Son.  He 
will  fhortly  give  them  viftory  over  the  allurements 
and  terrors  of  the  world,  he  will  bruife  Satan  un- 
der their  feet,  he  will  enable  them  to  triumph  o- 
ver  death  and  the  grave,  and  refcue  their  fouls  from 
deftrudion. — Jnd  1  will  fave  thy  children.  The 
children  of  Zion,  who  are  weak,  timid,  and  help- 
lefs,  and  expofed  to  many  dangers,  greatly  need 

protedion 
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prqtcdion  and  defence.  The  Lord  God  Almighty, 
therefore,  gracioufly  proriiifes,  that  he  will  deliver 
thetn  froiii  the  innutnerable  evUs  with  which  tliey 
^e  environed^  that  they  ftiall  dwell  in  ikfety  ujider 
his  Ihadow ;  and  that  they  ihall  be  faved  in  the  Lord 
with  an  everlafting  falvation. — Juftly,  then,  may 
the  upright  among  men  adopt  the  words  of  a  fong 
of  thankfgtving  for  deliVemnce,  faying,  'Gracious 
•is  our^Lbrd  and  righteous,  yea,  our  God  is  merci^ 

•  ful,  .  The    Lord   preferveth   the  fimple  ;   I   was 

*  brought  bw,  apd  he  helped  me/ 

26  Afaid  twill  feed  them  that  opprefs  thee 
with  their  own  flefli,  and  they  fhalf  be  drun- 
ken with  their  own  blood,  as  with  fweet 
wine:,  and  all  flefh  (hall  know  that  I  the 
LORD  am  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Redeemer; 
the  Mighty  One  of  Jacob. 

The  reply  made  to  the  diflSculty  urged  in  ver. 
114.  is  continued  in  this  veiife.  The  words  cbntaiit 
a  ftrong  figurative  defcription  of  the  internal  con- 
tentions atid  wars,  with  their  fatal  confequ^nces, 
which  were  to  arife  among  the  enemies  of  the 
church,  who  fhould  prove  inftrumental  in  accom- 
plifhing  each  others  deftruftion.  The  fword  is  (aid 
to  devour  flelh,  and  to  be  drunk  with  the  blood 
6f  the  flain,  (])eut.  xxxii,  42.),  when  it  'cuts  the 
flefli  and  Iheds  the  blood  of  great  multitudes.  The 
cxpreffion  under  confideration  is  of  fimilar  import, 
and  muft  be  underftood  in  the  fame  manner* 
Thofe  who  afflided  and  opprefled  the  people  of  God, 
inftigated  by  pride,  envy,  hatred,  or  deiire  of  re- 
venge, were  to  become  hoftile  to  one  another,  and 
having  made  terrible  flaughter  among  thofe  with 
whom  they  contended,  they  were  to  be  fatiated 
with  each  others  flefli,  and  intoxicated  with  each 
others  blood— ^/  with  fweet  wine,  which,  though 
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pleafant  to  the  tafte,  when  takca  in  large  quantities 
deprives  of  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and  brings  on  many 
dUlrefles  of  various  kinds.  Thus  it  was  to  happen 
to  the  adverfaries  of  the  church  of  Chrift^  who,  in- 
fluenced by  vindiiSive  turbulent  difpofitions^  were 
employed  in  fighting  one  with  another  to  gratify  t  hear 
malevolent  paffions.  Their  feuds  and  quarrels  were 
to  be  attended  with  dreadful  fatal  confequences. 
which  were  to  terminate  in  their  utter  deftru£liQO. 
iThofe  who  hardly  united  in  any  thing  but  in  the 
execrable  defign  of  diflrefling  and  vexing  the  fer- 
vants  of  God,  havmg  turned  every  man  his  fword 
againft  his  fellow,  were  to  be  glutted  with  carnage 
and  bloodftied.  Every  one  was  to  drink,  as  nt  were, 
the  blood  of  his  fellow  citizens.^— According  to  this 
predidion,  divine  vengeance  qtiickly  fei^ed  on  ma- 
ny governors  of  the  Roman  empire  who  were  vio- 
lent perfecutors  of  the  Chriftian  church,  efpccially 
at  the  period  to  which  our  Prophet  feems  to  refer  *. 
Contemplating  this  affedling  fcene,  we  (ky,  with  the 
angel  of  the  waters,  ^  Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord, 

*  — for  they  have  fhed  the  blood  of  faints  and  pro- 

*  phets,  and  thou  haft  given  them  blood  to  drink, 

*  for  they  are  worthy,'  Rev.  xvi.  5,  6.  We  cele- 
brate the  righteous  judgments  of  God,  which  are 
exaftly  proportioned  to  the  crimes  they  are  intend* 
ed  to  puniih ;  for  no  procedure  can  be  more  equi- 
table and  juft,  than  that  thofe  who  have  fhed  the 
blood  of  the  faints  fhould  be  punifbed  by  the.  ef- 
fulion  of  their  own  blood. 

And  allJUJbjhall  know,  &c.  The  Lord  is  known 
by  the  judgment  that  he  executeth,  his  omnipo- 
tence, righteoufnefs,  and  dominion,  are  thereby 
glorioufly  manifefted.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be 
the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  done  to  his  people,  and 
the  mighty  One  who  delivers  them  from  all  their 
diftrefles,  and  from  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies, 

who 

^  Sec  Millcr'8  Hift.  of  the  Propagation  of  Chriftianity,  Vd. 
I.  p.  566. 
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who  fiuthfully  accomplifhes  both  his  promifes  and 
threatening^  by  mercies  adjudgments.  /  Salvation, 

*  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the  Lord 

*  our  God,  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments. 

*  The  righteous  fhall  rejoice  which  he  feeth  the  vcn- 
•geance,  and  a  man  fhall  fey,  verily,  there  is  a  re* 

*  ward  for  the  righteous,  verily  he  is  a  God  that  judg« 

*  cth  in  the  earth,'  Pfel.  iviii.  10,  xi. 
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THE  firft  fedion  of  the  fecond  difcoiirfe,  cqp- 
tinted  in  the  fifth  part  of  thefe  prophecies  is 
next  to  be  confideEed.---The  copter  bjeiPore  us  may 
be  diftributed  ipto  two  parts,.  la  tht,  former,,  the 
Lord  God  points  out  the  caufe  ofthe  ierelidion  of 
the  Jewifti  people^  which  at  the  time  referred  to, 
were  reduced  to  an  afflided  deplorable  ftate.  Af- 
ter having  been  intimately  conneded  with  them 
for  a  long  period  as  their  hufband  and  Lord,  he 
publicly  divorced  them,  and  dehvered  them  into 
A;,  the  power  of  their  enemies ;  not  thro'  any  change 
^  T;  i"  his  mind,  who  is  without  (hado^  of  turning, 
but  on  account  of  their  enormous  tranfgreffions,  e- 
fpecially  for  tte  contempt  they  offered  to  his  Ova- 
tion ;  whofe  power  and  grandeur  is  reprefented  in 
very  fublime  language,  ver.  i,  a,  3.— In  the  latter 
part  of  the  chapter  an  illuftrious  perfonage,  a  great 
prophet  or  teacher  is  introduced,  declaring  that  he 
was  fully  authorifed  and  qualified  to  offer  falvation 
tp^th^-Jewifh  people,  fxom  whom  he  received  the 
greateft  injuries,  and  the  moll  virulent  reproaches 
which  he  patiently  fuftained ;  firmly  perfuaded 
that  the  lixrd  God  would  'reicue  him  from  the 
bands  of  bis  enemies,  who  were  to  be  afhamed  and 
confumed,  ver.  4 — 9. — After  which,  turning  to 
his  genuine  difciples  who  feared  the  Lord  and  0- 
beyed  his  voice;  he  comforts  their  diiconfolate 
minds ;  he  foretels  the  certain  deftrudion  of  the 
^  \  hypocritical  and  profane,  plainly  intimating,  that 
^  they  who  walked  in  their  own  ways,  fhould  perifh 
ip  their  own  counfels,  ver.  10,  11. 
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CHAP.    L. 

THUS  faith  the  LORD,  Where  is  the  bill 
of  your  mother's  divorcement,  whom 
I  have  put  away  ?  or  which  of  my  creditors 
is  it  to  whom  I  have  fold  you  ?  Behold,  for 
your  iniquities  have  ye  fold  yourfelves,  and 
for  your  tranfgreflions  is  your  mother  put 
«iway. 

The  Lord  God  peremptorily  refufes  that  he  had 
divorced  and  fold  the  Jewilh  people,  on  account 
of  any  change  on  his  part,  and  explicitly  affirms 
that  they  had  departed  from  him,  and  confequent- 
ly  were  the  caufes  of  their  rejedlion  and  /ervi- 
tude.  The  fubjedl  is  introduced  with  our  Prophet's 
accuftomed  folemnity.  Thus  faith  the  Lord^  the 
Almighty  fovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  who 
vouchfafes  to  vindicate  his  condud  toward  his  pe- 
culiar people,  and  to  evince  the  reditude  of  his  dif* 
penfations.  The  nation  of  th6  Jews  were  doubtlefs 
the  mother  that  was  put  away,  and  the  children 
that  were  fold  ;  one  generation  after  another  hav- 
ing treacheroufly  departed  from  the  Moft  High. 
They  were  corrupt  difobedient  children,  who  did 
not  honour  God  as  their  Father;  and  therefore  they 
were  expelled  from  the  land  of  Canaan,  from  the 
city,  the  temple,  and  the  fervice  of  Jehovah  ;  from 
thofe  plafts  wherein  God  w  as  faid  fo  refide  in  a  pe- 
culiar  manner,  and  to  maniteft  his  grace  and  glory 
to  his  people.  He  tlierefore  declares  in  this  public 
manner,  that  he  had  not  call  them  off  untU  they 
had  rejedled  him,  and  by  this  deteftible  condud 
obhged  him  in  jufticc  to  deprive  them  of  the  privi* 
leges  they  had  enjoyed*  They  had  gone  away  from 
God  and  fold  themfelves,  fothat  he  juftly  declaims 
every  ground  of  the  charge  they  brought  againft 
hip)|  of  having  m  the  firlt  indauce  put  them  away. 

4  M  •  The 
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The  Lord  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  admit  the 
pofterity  of  Ifrael  iitto  a  conjugal  relation  to  himfelf,^ 
infomuch  that  they  and  their  land  were  faid  to  be 
married  unto  him.  In  this  intimate  connedion,  he 
always  aded  toward  them  with  tender  aflfedion  ; 
he  delighted  in-  them,  and  rejoiced  over  them  to  do 
them  good.  Their  infidelity  and  undutiful  beha- 
viour juftly  provoked  him,  (after  having  borne  long 
with  their  evil  manners,)  to  abandon  them,  and  to 
deny  them  that  affiftance,  care,  and  protedion, 
which  they  were  no  more  to  enjoy,  until  by  fevere 
calamities  they  were  brought  to  repent  of  their  fin 
and  fblly.  Notwithflanding,  in  the  words  of  ail  a- 
poftle,  God  hath  among  them  a  remnant  according 
to  the  eledion  of  grace. — To  remove  every  doubt 
that  might  arife  on  this  fubjed,  it  is  plainly  aflerted 
that  though  the  Lord  God  had  not  difpofed  of  them 
to  any  of  thofe  indebted  to  him,  for  all  that  they 
enjoyed. 

Behold  for  your  iniquities  have  you  /old  your/eives^ 
&c.  On  account  or  your  criminal  attachment  to 
your  tranfgreffions,  and  for  the  fake  of  indulging  in 
fin,  you  have  delivered  up  yourfelves  into  the  pow- 
er of  cruel  oppreflbrs,  who  gricvoufly  afflided  and 
tyrannized  over  you,  Befides  you  have  forfeited 
thofe  marrifold  ineftimabk  privileges,  wherewith 
you  have  long  been  favoured.  What  perfidy,  what 
ingratitude,  what  difobedience,  did  they  manifeft  in 
forfaking  the  rock  of  their  falvation,  the  fountain 
of  living  water,  and  in  hewing  out  broken  ciftcms 
that  could  hold  no  water  I -This  heavy  charge 
brought  againft  the  men  of  Judah,  was  remarkably 
Verified  at  the  time  wherein  the  Son  of  God  appear- 
ed in  hmnan  nature,  as  we  learn  from  the  Gofpek 
and  the  Ads  ot  the  Apollles.  A  few  excepted, 
who  waited  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael ;  the  moflt 
odious  corruption  in  principles  and  pradices  prevail* 
cd  among  all  ranks  of  the  people.  Many  of  them 
haying  renounced  the  hope  of  a  better  life,  embra- 
ced the  abominable  dodrine  of  the  Sadducees,  gre«t 
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part  of  them  adopted  the  tenets  of  the  Pharifec^ 
who  having  imbibed  ftrong  prejudices  againft  the 
way  of  falvation,  fought  to  attain  to  righteoufnefe 
by  the  works  of  the  law.  Vaft  numbers  conform- 
ed to  the  pradlices  of  the  heathen,  among  whom 
they  lived.  From  thefe  errors  and  vices,  they 
would  not  be  reftrained  by  the  preaching  of  John 
the  Baptift,  by  the  miniftry  of  our  blefled  Saviour 
^nd  his  apoilles ;  but  c^flinately  perfifting  in  aH 
kinds  of  impiety  and  wickednefs,  they  rejedted 
with  difdain  the  falvajtion  offered  to  them,  and  fo 
became  a  prey  to  the  Romans,  who  executed  up^ 
on  them  the  righteous  judgments  of  God* 

Imagine  not  that  this  conduft  was  peculiar  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Judah.  Have  not  we,  brethren, 
as  they  did,  fold  ourfelves  for  our  iniquities,  an4 
j^ielded  ourfelves  fervants  of  fin  ?  Enquire  what  va- 
luable returns  you  have  got  from  this  {ale,  what 
recompenfe  you  have  received  for  this  fervice? 
Doth  it  fully  anfwer  your  expe6lation,  or  is  it  a 
fruitlefs  enterprife  accompanied  with  fhame  and  re- 
xnorfe?  Doth  the  profit  more  than  counterbalance 
the  lofles  you  have  fuftained  ?  Doth  the  pleafurp 
more  than  compenfate  the  uneafinefles  you  have 
felt.  Say  what  doth  it  ?  Have  you  gained,  or  have 
you  loft  ?  Have  you  not  got  a  bad  confcience  and 
a  diftempered  conftitution  ;  have  you  not  forfeited 
reputation  and  incurred  difgrace  ?  Are  not  all  your 
jpofleffions  incumbered  by  anxiety  and  vexation  of 
ipirit ;  are  not  all  your  beft  hopes  fruftrated  and 
difappointed  ?  Do  you  fay,  What  is  the  Almighty 
that  we  Ihould  fervehim;  and  what  profit  is  there 
in  keeping  his  ordinances  ?  I  l^y,  what  is  fin  that 
jou  fliovdd  obey  it  in  the  lulls  thereof?  what  fmit 
had  ye  then  in  thofe"  things  whereof  you  are  a- 
ihamed  ?  for  the  end  of  thofe  things  is  death.  Com- 
mune with  your  own  hearts  relpeding  the  advan- 
tages you  imagine  you  have  gained,  by  giving  up 
.^ourfelves  to  the  practice  of  tranfgreffion  j  and  may 
4t  plcafe  God  to  difcover  the  criminality  and  daa- 
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ger  of  fuch  conduft,  and  difpofe  you  to  yield  your- 
felves  unto  him,  as  thofe  who  are  alive  from  the 
dead. 

2  Wherefore,  when  I  came,  was  tbcri  no 
man  ?  when  I  called,  was  there  none  to  an- 
fwer?  is  my  hand  fhortened  at  all  that  it 
Cannot  redeem  ?  or,  have  I  no  power  to  de- 
liver ?  behold,  at  my  rebuke  1  dry  up  the 
fea,  I  make  the  rivers  a  wildemefs:  their 
fifh  ftinketh,  becaufe  there  is  np  water,  an4 
dieth  for  thirft. 

The  Son  of  God,  the  great  Prophet  of  the  Lord, 
gives  a  circumftantial  defcription  of  his  appearancQ 
among  the  Jews  which  perfedly  accords  with  the 
event  as  recorded  by  the  Evangelifts.  This  is  ac- 
companied with  a  magnificent  reprefentation  of  his 
infinite  power  and  grandeur.  This  illuftrious  Teach- 
er came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not. 
He  taught  as  one  having  authority,  in  the  temple, 
in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  the  fields  ;  he  called  his 
hearers  to  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  to  faith 
in  his  gofpel  \  he  proffered  to  them  rigljteoufnefs,  li- 
berty, and  falvation,  with  every  precious  blefling. 
He  frequently  and  affeftionately  invited  them  to 
come  and  participate  of  the  inefl:imable  benefits  he 
offered  freely  to  bellow.  Recolleding  the  infinite 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  tender  compaffion  with 
which  he  addreffed  the  people,  the  mifery  from 
which  he  called  them,  the  honour  and  happinefs  he 
exhibited  to  their  acceptance,  the  powerful  motives 
by  which  he  entreated,  and  the  manifold  obligations 
they  were  under  to  obey  his  voice,  it  might  have 
been  expeded  that  all  without  exception  would 
have  complied  with  his  folicitations.  But,  alas! 
what  were  the  confequenc^s  of  his  aftonilhing  grace? 
His  miniftry  w^as  indeed  attended  by  multitudes,  he 
had  many  admirers,  but  few  genuine  difciples,  who 
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perceived  his  excellehce ;  few  who  cordially  em- 
braced his  dodrine,  and  followed  his  example.  Tho* 
among  the  chief  rulers  fome  believed,  they  did  not 
confeft  him,  left  they  Ihould  have  been  put  out  of 
the  fynagogue.  There  was  hardly  a  man  of  refpefl- 
ability  and  dignity  in  the  Jewifti  nation  that  recei- 
ved and  countenanced  the  benevolent  Inftrudor  and 
Saviour  of  mankind.  What  indelible  difgrace  and 
cverlafting  reproach  to  the  inhabitants  of  Judea,that 
after  having  expeded  for  ages  the  Defire  of  all  na- 
tions, who  was  to  vifit  and  redeem  his  people,  none 
of  the  great  men  among  them  came  to  welcome  his 
appearance  ;  and  inftead  of  paying  homage  to  this 
Prince  of  peace,  they  unjuftly  condemned  him  in 
the  great  couniei  of  the  nation  I  Of  all  the  iniquities 
to  which  they  were  fold  this  was  tl>e  moft  atrocious, 
and  the  chief  caufe  of  the  miferable  defolation  of 
their  temple,  city,  and  country. — And  now,  my 
brethren,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  call- 
ed  us,  to  repentance  by  his  word  and  fcrvants, 
and  gracioufly  offered  his  falvation  to  our  accept- 
ance,  hath  he  not  met  with  a  fimilar  reception  ? 
What  ingratitude  to  the  blefled  Redeemer,  what  in- 
folent  contempt  of  his  wonderful  condefcenlion  and 
Icindnefs  !  Perfift  not  in  this  difrefpettful  conduft 
to  *the  Son  of  God,  but  hearken  without  delay  to  his 
alluring  voice ;  accept  of  his  gracious  offers^  give 
him  the  chief  room  in  your  hearts,  and  yield  to  him 
the  obedience  of  your  lives. 

Is  my  hand  Jhortened  at  all  that  it  cannot  redeem^ 
&c.  To  remove  every  fufpicion  that  might  a- 
rife  refpeding  the  abiUty  of  this  glorious  perlbn,  to 
accompliih  the  falvation  of  thofe  who  comply  with 
his  kind  invitations,  two  queftions  are  afked ;  pro- 
per replies  to  which  ought  to  difpel  every  rcmainT 
ing  doubt  of  his  power. — Is  my  hand  Jhortened  that 
ftretched  out'  the  heavens  ?  Is  my  power  dimi- 
niihcd  or  impaired,  that  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
^arth  ?  Is  there  any  failure  or  deficiency  in  my 
omnipotence,  who  made  and  upholdeth  till  thing*?, 
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and  for  whom  all  things  are  poflible  ?  Can  you  im^ 
gine  that  I  the  everlafting  God,  the  Lord  who  in 
time  pail  wrought  with  a  ftrong  hand  and  mighty 
arm,  fuch  glorious  deliverances  for  my  people,  am 
now  become  faint,  and  that  my  firength  is  ex- 
Jiaufted?  Are  you  fo  foolifti  and  perverfe  as  to 
think,  that  I  who  am  the  fame  yellerday,  to-day> 
and  for  ever,  cannot  vindicate  you  from  fervitudc 
and  captivity  ?  that  I  cannot  give  a  fufEcient  ran- 
/om  for  your  redemption,  or  that  I  am  unable  to 
irefcue  you  from  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  when 
the  glory  of  Jehovah  fhall  be  thereby  moft  eminently 
4iifplayed  ?—Ur  have  I  no  power  to  deliver  from 
thraldom,  aild  to  fet  at  hberty  froip  the  tyranny  ci 
the  moft  defpotic  potent  oppreflbrs,  thofe  who  have 
been  detained  in  hard  bondage  ?  Look  into  the  hif- 
tory  of  paft  ages,  and  fee  what  multitudes  1  have 
delivered  from  death  and  deftrudlion ;  and  be  afiii- 
xed  that  the  glorious  power  then  dif^yed  remains 
unchangeably  the  fame;  aqd  that  Xam  as  able  now 
as  in  any  former  period,  to  fave  unto  the  uttermoft. 
Confider  that  I  |iave  received  commiffion  from  the 
lord  God  to  accomplilh  the  arduous  work  cif  re- 
demption, that  I  am  perfectly  qualified  for  executing 
it ;  that  I  have  given  many  iUuftrious  inftances  di 
my  faving  power,  and  that  I  myfelf  change  not — 
and  you  nnift  aoknowledge,  that  my  ability  to  fave 
is  unimpaired. 

Behold,  at  my  rebuke  I  dry  upibefea,  Stc.  How 
magnificent  the  defcription  which  the  Redeemer  of 
the  church  here  gives  of  himfelf^  to  infpire  with 
hope  and  confidence  in  his  everlafting  grace  and 
power.  There  is  a  manifeft  reference  in  thefe  ex- 
preffions  to  two  of  the  ftupendous  miracles  which 
were  wrought  for  Ifrael  of  old,  when  God  brought 
them  forth  with  a  ftrong  hand  from  the  land  of  E- 
^ypt.  Then  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  were  di- 
vided and  dried  up  at  the  divine  command,  to  open 
^way  for  them  to  efcape  from  the  hands  of  theijr 
pppreflbrs ;  and  afterward  the  waters  of  the  rivc^r 
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Jordan  were  dlfo  dried  up,  to  gite  them  a  fafe  paf- 
fage  into  the  promifed  land  of  reft,  which  they  were 
to  receive  for  inheritance.  I  divided  the  fea  and 
the  rivers,  to  work  deliverance  for  yoifr  fathers,  and 
now  I  can  as  eafily  perform  thefe  or  greater  wonders 
to  efFedl:  your  faf ety  and  comfort.  I  can  at  once 
remove  every  obftacle  that  lies  in  your  way,  howe- 
ver great  and  infurmountable  it  may  appear  in  yomr 
eyes.  By  thefe  aftonifhing  interpofitions  of  the 
mercy  and  omnipotence  of  Jehovah,  his  fervants  are 
encouraged  to  place  their  truft  in  him  in  whom 
there  is  everlafting  ftrength. — ^The  natural  confe- 
quence  of  the  fea  and  the  rivers  having  been  dried 
up  is  mentioned  in  thefe  words,  which  require  no 
comment.  Their  fjh  diet b  for  tbirji,  becaufe  there 
is  no  water. — As  nothing  is  too  hard  for  God  our 
Saviour  to  accompMfh,  and  as  no  adverfe  powev 
^  can  ftop  his  operations ;  let  us  frequently  contem- 
plate the  proofs  of  his  omnipotence,  that  being  firm- 
ly eftabliftied  in  the  belief  of  his  invincible  power, 
our  hope  in  them  may  be  animated,  and  our  acli- 
vity  in  his  fervice  may  be  increafed. 

3  I  clothe  the  heavens  with  blacknels,  and 
I  make  fackcloth  their  covering. 

Another  inftance  of  the  infinite  majefty  and  glo- 
ry of  the  great  Redeemer  is  here  fpecified.  Thus 
(aith  the  Lord,  I  cover  the  iky  from  time  to  time 
with  thofe  dark  clouds  which  prevent  the  beauty 
and  fplendor  of  the  celeftial  luminaries  from  being 
feen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  I  clothe  the 
firmament  with  that  obfcurity  whereby  it  is  fud- 
denly  overfpread,  when  the  ftormy  tempeft  arifes  j 
and  which  at  other;  times  proceeds  from  eclipfes  of 
the  fun  and  moon. — ^The  blacknels  and  darknefs 
which  prevail  in  fuch  feafons  are  reprefented  by 
fackcloth,  which  was  worn  by  perfons  in  ancient 
times,  as  an  evidence  of  their  humiliation  and  for« 
low. — U  you  confider  the  words  before  us  in  their 

znyltical 

Digitized  by  V^jOOQ IC 


646  LECTURES  ON  the         Chap.  L 

myftical  fenfe,  you  may  obferve  farther  proof  of 
the  univerfal  empire  and  uncontrollable  power  of 
the  Meffiah.     He  prefides  over  the  awful  civil 
commotions  and  terrible  ftorms  with  which  the 
iaints  of  the  Moft  High  have  been  aflaulted,  and 
that  have  involved  them  in  perplexity  and  diflrefs. 
Having  brought  them  into  ftraits  and  difficulties 
which  aflume  the  moft  frowning  afped ;  with  the 
utmoft    eafe   he   difpels  their  fears,   and  reftore$ 
them  to  a  ftate  of  tranquillity  and  comfort. — 
Often  hath  the  political  horizon  feemed  obfcure ; 
often  hath  light  been  turned  into  darknefs,    ac- 
companied  with  diftrefs  of  nations.      The    hea- 
vens   lowred    and  were  clothed  with  blacknefs, 
when  the  Babylonian  empire  was  overthrown — * 
when  the  Egyptians  were  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  Medes  and  Perfians — and  again  when  the 
flourilhing  kingdom  of  Syria,  (having  defigned  to 
extenninate  the  worlhippers  of  the  true  God,)  was 
deltroyed  by  the  mighty  One,  who  claims  as  his  glo- 
rious prerogative,  the  covering  of  the  heavens  with 
blacknefs — In  thefe  auguft  terms  doth  God  our 
Saviour  aflert  his  fupreme  dominion ;  and  thus  doth 
he  demonftrate  his  power  arid  glory  by  the  deliver- 
ances he  had  Wrought  for  his  people,  and  the  cala- 
mities  he   had  infiided  on  their  enemies. — Who 
then  that  believes  in  the  providence  and  record  of 
God,  is  not  fully  perfuaded  of  the  all-fufficiency  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  church,  who  avenges  the  wrongs 
done  to  them  by  their  adverfaries  ?  Who  is  not  con- 
vinced of  his  confummate  ability  to  prefcrve  in  fafe- 
ty  thofe  who  put  their  trull  in  him?  While  tl^e  con- 
templation of  the  glorious  Redeemer's  pow^  fhould 
adminifter  confolation  to  his  people ;  it  ought  to 
llrike  with  awe  and  dread,  the  ungodly  and  the 
wicked.     Were  power  lodged  in  our  hands,  wc 
might  foon  hurt  ourfelvesi,  and  employ  it  to  bad 
purpofes ;    but  in  his  hands  it  is  always  under 
the  condud  of  infinite  wifdom,  goodcefs,  and  righ- 
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teottfnefi,  and  is  ever  exerted  for  affecoilipIiAing  the 
beft  purpofe^. 

4  The  LORD  God  hath  given  me  the 
tongue  of  rhe  learned,  that  I  fhotild  knbW 
how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  Aim  that 
is  weary  :  he  wakeneth  morning  by  morn- 
ing,, he  wak^neth  mine  eai;,  to  hear  as  the 
learned. 

Afbnr  the  Mefliah  had  been  exhibited  in  the  pre-^ 
ceding  diiconrfe  labouring  in  yatn,  utid  fpcnding 
his  ftrength  for  nought  among  the  Jews,  defpifed 
o£  tAtiii  and  abhorred' by  the  nations,  when  a£tu« 
.  ally  emfdqyed  in  his  pubUc  miniftry;  it.became  ne-« 
ceilkry  to  explain,  this  furptifing  phenomenon.  Ifi 
is  therefocr  affirmed  that  the  negled  and  contempt 
which  he  fuffiered,  w^s  not  owing  to  any  deficien-* 
cy  on  the  part  of  this  cekbtated  teacher,  who  was 
ennneiitly  qualified  for  acquaxntrng  men  with  the 
will  of  God ;  in  the  knowledge  of  which  he  was 
perfeiflly  znftraded.  This  important  qualificatioii 
was  net  imparted  to  him  by  any  human  teacher, 
neither  did  he  acquire  it  in  the  ichools  of  phiidfo^ 
pfaers  W[\d  orators,  nor. was  it  communicated  to  him 
by  the  moft  eminent  of  the  prophets,  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  God,  to  wbotA  it  is  here  attribu^ 
t^.  He  Anmifhcd  him  with  abihty  to  fpeak  with 
eafe  and  perfpicuity,  on  the  various  fubjeds  of  which 
he  had  occafion  to  difcourfe,  ib  as  to  convey  in  the 
moft  proper  manner  information,  edification,  and 
confolation  to  his  hearers.  This  precious  gift  was 
conferred  in  a  fuperlative  degree  on  Jefus  Chrift 
the  great  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  rand  the  inftrudor 
of, the  churchy  who  infinitely  eXcelled^aU  the  other 
iervants  of  God,,  in  wifdom,  eloquence,  and  autho^ 
rity^  £ndowed  with  exttaordinary  difcemnient^ 
prudence,  and  difcretioti ;  he  accommodated  bis 
inftru£tbns  to- the  various  conditions  of  mankind ; 
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\ie  embraced  the  moft  pioper  opportunities  of  deli^ 
vering  them,  and  in  the  moft  attra6live  forms  com^ 
municated  tliem  to  his  audience. 

That  IJhould  kmw/&^c.  Jefas  Chriil  was  to  ad- 
drefs  with  peculiar  fkiU  and  happy  eJTedt,  the  wea-: 
ry  who  are  grieved  in  their  minds,  whofe  ftrength 
is  exhaufted  by  the  troubles  they  have  fuftained^ 
and  who  opprefled  with*  the  burden  of  iniquity,  are 
longing  for  deliverance  atid  confolation.*  Peiibns 
of  this  defcription,  who  of  all  others  moft  need  cii- 
couragement  and  comfort,  were  the  efpecial  ob- 
jects cf  our  Redeemer's  c^hdefc^nding  E^;ard,  and 
to  them  heibmetimes  particulaiiy  addceiled  his  dif^ 
courfe. .  Among  the  manyivaluable  gifts  and  qua* 
lificatbns  which  the  Meifiah  was  topoflefs,  this  is 
cme  of  the  mod  excellent,  that.  haTingperfe£t  ac- 
quaintance with  ^heAate^'of  people's  minds^  and  a^ 
ble  to  give  efficacy  to  tbe  wordr  of  his  mouth ;  be 
could  fo  adapt  his  difcourfe  to  their  particukr  fitu- 
^  ations,  a^  to  afford  relief  to  the  feeble,  and  dejeded^ 
He  can  fo.fpeak  to  their  hearts  as  to  alleviate  their 
burdens,  difpel  their  griefs,  and  prevent  .them  £nxm 
falling  into  defpondehcy  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt. 
«When  his  word  com^  with  power,  majefty/  ind 
authority,  and  penetrates  the  heart;  he  banifhes 
their  fbrrows,  he  diifipates  their  fears^  he  r^(X^ 
ftrength  to  thdir  fouls^  he  .revives  their,  hopes,  and 
graints  tliem  facred  hberty  peace  and  joy.---^May  He, 
who  is  mighty  •  in  word.  and.  in  deed;  fo  invigorate 
all  our  faculties,  that  ^nder  the  pjrefiiire  of  afSidtion 
we  may  neither  defpifevthe  chaliening  of  the  Loid, 
nor.  faint  when  we  axe.rebuked  of  him ; .  and  thus 
happily  efcape  the  dangerous,  rocksi of  prefumptbn 
and  defpair.A.iAnd  as  the  gifts  of.jkBbwJedge,  wif-* 
dom,  and  fpiAtual.difcernment^  pofiefibd  by  Jefijs 
Chrift,.  .flow  down  from  the  head  tOithe.niemben 
of  his  body  the  church }  let  us  bejblicitous  in  our 
Tneafure  to  'pofiefs  thofe  quahficatioas  wherewith 
he  was  richly  adorned  ; .  that  in  this  as  in  other  in^ 
itances,  vre  may  imitate  his  amiable  example.  £mt 
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ployment  of  this  fort  is  a  valuable  gift ;  Tervice  is 
real  preferment,  and  duty  a  high  privilege.  Hi 
nvakeneth  morning  by  morning,  jfy-c.  This  expref- 
fion  feems  to  allude  to  the  p^dice  of  eminent  affi- 
duous  teachers,  who  early  in  the  morning  awake 
their  fcholars,  that  they  may  diligently  apply  their 
minds  to  ftudy ;  and  who  frequently  excise  them  to 
clofe  attention  to  their  inftriiftions,  as  tljie  beft  way 
to  the  attainment  of  knowledge.  The  words  may 
import,  that  the  Meffiahftom  his  infancy  was  con- 
ftantly  ^nftrufted  l?y  tjie  Lord  God  and  his  Spirit ; 
that  every  day  from  morning  until  evening  he  was 
fjver  prcfent  with  him,  illuiiiinating  his  mind,  anS 
acquainting  him  with  thofe  things  which  he  was  to 
communicate  to  his  church.  Such  was  his  afto- 
niihing  progrefs  in  learning,  that  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  he  'was  employed  about  bis  heavenly  Ka- 
ther*s  bufinefe  ;  fitting  in  the  midft  of  the  dodtors, 
hearing  them,  and  aiking  them  queftions.  And 
all  that  heard  him  Were  ama:^d  at  his  underftand-^ 
mg  and  anfwers.  After  this  illuftrious  teacher  en- 
tered on  his  public  miniftrations,  thofe  who  attend- 
ed to  bis  incomparable  difcourfes  bare  him  witnefs, 
and  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  that  proceed- 
ed out  of  his  mouth.  Hi$  intimate  acquaintance 
•with  the  moft  fublime  fubjefts;  he  does  noj  feem 
like  other  prophets  to  have  acquired  by  means  of 
dreams  ana  vifions,  but  to  have  been  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  divine  truths,  by  the  cxtraordinaiy 
illumination  of  the  Holy  Spirit  inceflantly  afforded 
him  from  day  to  day. 

He  wakenetb  mine  ear^  &c.  Men  of  great  capa- 
city and  cxtenfive  erudition,  receivp  the  informa- 
tion communicated  to  them  with  dole  attention, 
with  clear  perception,  often  revolving  in  their  minds 
what  they  have  heard,  that  they  may  improve  it 
to  their  owa  advantage,  and  be  the  nwre  capable 
of  imparting  knowledge  \o  the  illiterate.  To  fticlj* 
diligent  and  care&il  attention  was  the  ear  of  Mef- 
feh  wakened,  that  he  might  be  perfectly  qualified 

for 
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^rbcmgtl?cmftru4aor<)f  l>isdifi?iplcp.  Heaffidu. 
joufly  lifteo^d  to  all  the  difcovcrie«  of  the  divine  wil| 
that  were  given  to  him,  be  fijUy  underftood  them, 
he  often  meditated  upon  tbe?n»  and  with  admirar 
i)le  prudence  communicated  them  to  t^ofe  wljo  ajr 
tended  hun.  This  important  bcijefit.pofleffed  by 
pur  great  Mediator,  ,we  ought  to  be  folicitous  in 
fome  good  meafure  to  eiyoy,  th^  we  may  jfto&i 
by  the  inflruaions  which  ip  various  ways  wc  io» 
ceive  frgm  the  Moft  Ipgh. 

5  The  LORD  Cod  hath  opened  mine 
par,  and  I  was  not  rebeliious.,  neither  turn- 
ed away  back.. 

The  rea4inefc  and  alaprity  wkb  which  the  great 
Redeemer  of  mankind  execute4  the  important  work 
to  which  he  was  deftined  by  Jehovah,  i$  in  this  verfe 
ilrangly  expreffed. — The  Lord  God  batb  cpemd  nm^  , 
<ar,  ^c,  to  heaaken  to  th^e  coaamaud  iie  hath  gives 
me,  tx)  which  1  am  prepared  to  yield  a  prompt  and 
cheacful  pbedience,  notwitbftanding  thcf  immenie 
difficulties  that  niuft  be  furmoupt^io  order  to  fuL 
hi  his  commiilion.  This  ad  of  Jehovah  toward  the 
IV^eillah,  is  defcribed  in  fimilar  terms  by  the  pro^ 
phet  David  in  his  fortieth  Ode,  at  ver/^.  *  Mine 
^  ears  haft  thou  opened.'  The  words  are  thus  ei-f 
plaio«d  by  th«  writer  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
.  chap.  7^.  5.  whdre  (peaking  of  the  Son  of  God 
coming  intp  this  wprlflf  he  feith,  *  A  body  haft 
*  thou  prepared  me.*  Thefe  ieveral  expreifiooa 
perfedly  harm^:rite,  and  denote  the  pieparetton 
requifite,  that  the  t^xd.  of  glory  might  yieii  oben 
dience  to  the  Sovereign  will  of  the  Father  who  fent 
him.  For  this  pur^e,  the  Lord  God  formed  fear 
him  a  bunian  body,  on^  principal  organ  of  which 
is  mentioned  by  our  prophet  in  place  of  the  whole 
corporeal  fyftem.  Th^  phrafe  here  ufed  *is  figni- 
$cant  and  proper,  becauTe  it  is  impc^ble  that  he 
could  have  done  the  will  ef  God  ted  not  a  body 
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been  pirepared  for  him^  ^nd  bad  oot  his  ear^  Wn 
ppen  tQ  rcceire  ipflxu^ipo.  The  words  plainly  Iiit 
jtunate,  that  all  nece^ry  provHion  vvas  made  that 
he  might  bo  capable  of  fulfilliog  tli^  will  of  Gk)d^ 
and  of  apGoinplilbing  the  arduous  wort  which  was 
give»  him  to  do*  The  jqyful  confequences  there- 
fore are  fet  forth  both  by  prophet  ;md  apoftle  in 
thefe  words,  *  Then  laid  I,  Lo,  1  coma  to  do  thy 

*  will,  O  Qod/— The  whol^  aftonifliing  pl^o  of  faL 
yation  with  the  quaUficatipps  poflefled  by  the  Savi- 
our for  its  qomplete  a^^ecution,  originate  in  the 
Lord  God,  who  prepared  for  his  ownSpn  a  human 
y>odyj  by  means  of  which  it  w^  acpompliihed  in 
yhe  ftdaefs  of  time. 

jind  I  waf  not  rebettkusy  &e.  IVI^ch  more  i$  intends 
ed  thaaexprefled.  The  Mefliah  far  from  <^p<^ng 
the.  will  of  Jehovah,  or  twromg  back  from  the  work 
aflign^  him^  yieldi^d  per£^<n:  obedience  to  th^  com- 
mands be  received  of  the  Father,  Th^  firft  woidS 
that  he  uttered,  r^Qordtfd  in  the  gpfpel  are  truly 
memorable.  Though  they  wer^  teteiy  quoted,  I 
will  repeat  them.  They  were  addrefl^  to  his  mo* 
ther,  to  whom  he  faid  *  Wjft  you  not  that  I  muft 

*  be  abo*jt  my  Fiber's  bufincfa?^  Though  he  bad 
been  fubjefl  to  his  parents,* he  gave  her  to  know 
that  he  had  a  jpather  infinitely  higher  than  her, 
who  had  intruded  him  with  the  execution  of  a  work 
gf  which  (he  did  not  feem  to  be  aiware,  to  which 
every  other  matter  was  to  be  kept  in  fubferviency. 
}jx  the  progrefs  of  his  miniftry  he  declared,  *  My 

*  meat  is  to  do  the  will, of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to 

*  finiih  his  work  *.'  Jefus  Chri(l  was  hungry,  and 
had  fent  to  market  for  provlfion,  in  the  meantime 
the  moft  delicious  meat  was  given  him,  for  which 
jie  had  the  higheft  rehih ;  namely,  the  favingof^ 
ibul  from  death,  and  covering  a  multitude  of  fins. 
This  he  faid  wa^  his  meat,  the  fix>d  that  he  moft 
defired,  and  which  was  perfectly  fuited  to  his  tafte, 
Tpward  the  ^ondufion  of  hfe,  in  the  profpe£l  of  en* 

countering 

*  John  h-.  34. 
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countering  the  greateft  difficulties,  fuch  was  his  fub* 
iniffive  language,  *  As  the  Father  hath  commanded 
^me,even  fo  I  do*/  Nor  did  the  near  view  of  the  moft 
excruciating  fufferings,  make  him  Ihrink  back  from 
finifhing  the  arduous  enterprife  in  which  he  was  enga- 
ged. Such  were  hisinvinciblefortitude  and  magnamr 
mity,fuch  were  hisintenfe  defires  for  the  completion 
of  his  glorious  deiign  pf  faring  them  that  were  loft; 
that  he  informed  his  difciples  he  muft  go  to  Jenifk- 
lerii,  the  place  where  he  was  to  foftain  the  moft 
dreadful  fufferings,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  moft  ago- 
nising death.  Though  with  infinite  eale  he  could 
have  fhook  the  pillars  of  heaven,  and  buried  his  e- 
nemies  in  the  wreck  of  the' world,  whilft  he  Imnfelf 
ftood  fafe  «mid  the  ruins,  he'  genc(poufly  forgave 
tbem,'ind  blefled  his  Father  for  giving  him  coun* 
fel  to  perfift  in  the  refolution  of  laying  down  his 
life  for  them.  Aftonifhing  grace!  Incomparable 
fubmiflion !  Who  does  not  admire  fuch  determined 
firmnefs  ?  Who  will  ttirn  his  back  upon  fuch  a  Sa- 
viour? Who  would  ion  any  account  relinqmfh  his 
labour  of  love  ? 

6  I  gave  my  back  to  the  fniiters,  and  my 
cheek?  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair :  I 
hid  not  my  face  from  fhame  and  fpitting. 

Some  of  the  ^eat  indignities  and  injuries  Which 
the  Meffiah  was  patiently  to  endure  in  his  humbled 
itate  iare  here  fpecified ;  fome  of  the  circumftances 
6f  ignominy  arid  pain  to  which  he  was  patiently  to 
fubmit  are  exadly  delineated. — /  gave  my  kack  U 
the  jmiters.  *  The  plowers  plowed  upon  my  back^ 
*  they  made  long  their  furrows,  may  Ifrael  now  fey P 
Such  is  the  intimate  union  fublifting  between  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  church,  that  what  is  faid  concerning 
the  one  frequently  admits  of  an  application  to  the 
other.  A  remarkable  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this 
•  remark  occurs  in  the  paflage  I  now  quoted  from 

the 
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the  hundred  and  twenty^^iinieh  p&lm.  What  the 
royal  pdet  iaid  of  Ifrael  wa^  Verified  in  the  Saviour 
of  Ifraei^  when  Pilate  the  Roman  governor  took 
him  and  fc^urged  him,  as  it  is  written  John  xix.  i. 
—Jind  my  checks,  &c.  Though  this  particular  in* 
llapce  of  contempt  i3  not  explicitly  mentioned  in 
the  hiftory  of  our  Lord's  fuSetinp,  yet  there  is  no 
reafon  to  doubt  of  its  having  been  literally  fulfilXed, 
whea  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  delivered  him  to 
the  Gentiles  to  mock,  &nd  to  fcourge,  and  to  cruci* 
fy,  When  all  things  written  in  the  prophets  con- 
cerning the  Son  of  man  were  'accomplifhed.--'^/iSf</ 
not  myfifcefrQmJhafne^  fitc.  .  How  manifold  wpre 
the  inftajncelst  of  fcom  and  derifion  offered  to  the 
IVJeffiah,.  to  which  he  fubmitted  with  invincible 
meeknels,  patience,  and  coi^ftancy  !  He  bare  re;- 
pfoach,  and  fhame  covered  his  face ;  he  was  the 
fong  of  the  drunkaid ;  he  became  a  ilranger  and 
a  proverb  to  \oB  brethren.  How  diftrefling  beyond 
meafure  to :  a  great  mind  are  the  vile  indignities 
inentioned  by  our  Prophet  I  No  wonder  that  he 
fajd.  who  fuAain^  them,  *  Reproach  hath  broken 
*  my  heart,  rftud  I  am  full  of  heavinefs.V  From  thefe 
difgraceful  infults,  however,/  he  did  not  hide  or  turn 
away  his  face,  but  on  the  contrary  fuftained  them 
Vith  fortitude  aud  magnanimity^ — ^Relying  on  the 
merits  of  -his  obedience  and  death,  let  us  go  forth 
after  him,  beariag  his-  reprcmch ;  tenderly  fympa- 
thiling  with  him  under  the  painful  ignominy  to 
which  he  fubmitted  for  our  fakes,  and  fuftaining 
with  determined  firmnefs  all  the  reproaches,  to 
which,  we  a)re  expofed  on  account  of  our  connexion 
with  him. 

7  For  the  LORD  God  will  help  me*;  there- 
fore fhall  I  not  be  confounded;  therefore 
have  I  fet  my  face  like  a  flint,  4nd  I  know 
that  I  (hall  not  be  afhamed. 

The  Meffiah  exprefles  in  this  verfe.  his  firm  de- 
pendence 
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fttidtMt  on  l6h6V8Mt^  affiftd^ice,  and  bi$  du!«d 
confidence  6f  Che  glori^iis  fuoJefe  with  ^bich  tU 
arduond  work  fhould  be  attteflded  that  b^  wa^ei^g^ 
gied  to  execute,  Firtely  jelyifig  m  the  Lofd  God 
who  had  given  him  the  tongue  of  the  fearmed,  who 
had  opened  hb  ear,  and'  ^epafed  for  him  a  bddy , 
that  he  Woidd  graM  him  al!  ile<^ffiii7  aid,  be  trii 
titnpfad  m  the  proft>ed  of  enjoying  bi^  help  and  fup^ 
port..  The  inspired-  wtttet  of  the  tw^mj^^am 
pffa}m,  after  having  related  the  drcntnftan^es  of  hil 
pafflon,  introduces  him  with  th!g  requeft^  *  Be  not 
*;ftion  far  from  me,  O  Lord  j  O  my  ftrengib,  h«6e 
•  thee  to  help  me/  Nor  did  he  afit  hi  vain ;  fei 
the  Lord  God  aflUied  him,  afid  carried  t^  hmc/ou 
ably  through  all  bis  triak  and  &^fingl.-^S^2»l^^ 
farejball  1  not  b^  ^dnfomtgd.^  The  ^fitted  pw«« 
of  earth  and  hell  fhaU  t)^  be  able  t^  difddncm  ^ 
tneafures  that  I  dd^,  nor  to  traftrsrte  the  di^  I 
have  formed ;  no  circumftances  {ImU  give  tife  to 
flmme  and  confhfioft  of  faiw.  Witfr  this  pteafir^ 
afTurance  the  event  t«aAly  cortn^pooded  j  fbr  « 

.  oppofkion  could  defeat  hk  iiit€«tio&  j.  he  fiiiiifhed 
tranfgteffion,  he  vanquiftied  1^  eDemi^s,  be  hS, 
none  of  thofe given. hivn  to Mfdeem,  wO^^icifm^tA 
himlelf  imnKwrtal  glory  and  bwidur*  . 

Tbenfof^  have  IJh  mff4a  lik0  a  film.  Thtft 
word^  forcibly  express  the  niifiMtk^  ^ii^nttrefr  and 
conftancy  of  the  great  Redeemer  i«  Mfltfting  the  ri- 
nilent  oppofttion  with  wiiieb  he  bad  to  contend 
Such  was  his  undaunted  refdltubn^  Aich  his  im- 
conquerable  intrepidity,  tha^  the  hfnt&mt  mtHfit 

.  and  combiilted  power  of  Ms  sdveiftika  codd  fiot 
make  the  fmalleft  impreffion  on  his  mind,  or  pre- 
vent him  from  profecuting  the  benevolent  piirpdc 
he  had  formed.  Neither  fear  iKJr  force  tettld  in 
fhe  leaS  ret^d  his  enertic^.  iSome  great  tneti  have 
4ife6vered  amazing  firmnefe  arid  coTHi^;e  in  eocoon* 
tering  dangers.  Leonidas  being  told  th^  the  Ftf* 
fian  archers  with  whom  he  had  to  fight  were  fo  nu- 
merous that  their  artoWa  would  darted  the  fan,— 

So 
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So  much  the  bett^,  faid  he;  we  fhall  the»  fight  m 
the  (hade.  The  heroic  bravery  of  this  celebrated, 
warrior,  all  circumftances  confidered,  is  not  worthy 
to  be  cbmpared  to  the  calm  infuperable  magnani- 
mity and  intrepidity  difplayed  by  the  Meiliah  oOv 
iftany  memorable  occafions.  Recqlled  the  meflage 
he  fent  to  Herod  the  king ;  his  afcent  to  Jerufalem, 
Whfere  he  knew  he  was  to  endure;  the  moft  excru- 
ciating fufferings ;  and  the  greatne(g  of  mind  he  dif** 
played  when  he  met  thofe  who  were  fent  to  appre-^ 
bend  him,  and  you  may  fee  this  fcripture  remark- 
ably verified.  The  greater  the  ftruggle,  the  ftron^- 
er  and  the  longer  t^e  conteft,  the  more  illuftripuf- 
ly  difplayied  ar^  the  virtues  of  the  conqueror,  and, 
the  more  glorious  the  vidory. 

Jnd  I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed.  *  Shame 
({kith  the  proverb) .is  the  promotion  of  fools;'  this- 
is  all  the  preferment  to  which  they  may  expedt  to 
b$  advanced.  It  is  added  as  a  contrail  to  this  max* 
im,/  But  the  wife  fliall  inherit  glory.*  This  re- 
aaark  was  en^nently  verified  in  Jefus  Chriit,  who,- 
notwithftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  of  his  inveterate 
enemies  to  render  him  odious^nd  oontemptible,  yet 
by  ^1  their  malevolent  exertions  could  never  flievv 
caufe  why  he  {hould  have  been  afhamed.  He  per- 
fectly knew  that  his  g:lorious*  gofpel  was  to  triumph 
over  error,  and  to  be  publiflaed  to  all  nations  tor 
the  obedience  of  faith — that  his  predidions,  promi- 
fcs,  and  threatenings  were  to  be  pundually  fulfill- 
ed ; — and  though  according  to  the  will  of  God  ha 
was  to  die  by  the  hands  of  men,  he  was  thereby  to 
abolifli  fin  and  death,  to  rife  triumphant  from  the 
dead,  and  to  reign  in  eternal  glory.  Tuftly,  there- 
fore, might  he  fay,  1  know  that  I  (ball  not  be.  afha- 
med.— ^Nor  fhall  they  be  cSonfounded,  who,  having 
obtained  help  from  God,  furmount  with  determi- 
ned refolution  the  difficulties  that  they  ;meet  with 
in  the  path  of  duty.  Such  may  boldly  fay  with 
God's  fervant  David,  *  Then  fhall  I  not  be  afha- 

Vou  m.  4  0*  *  med 
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*  med  when  I  baye  r^^dtoaU  thT*  GDmmand- 
ments*.* 

-  8  He  is  near  that  juftifieth  me ;  who  will 
contend  with  me  ?  let  us  (land  together;  who 
if  mine  adverfaryMet  him  come  near  to  me^ 

The  Meffiab  expieffb  hb  fihn  confidence  that 
be  fhould  be  honourably  ikKquitted  from  all  the  ca- 
himme»  and  injuries  with  which  he  was  moft  uode- 
ferredtj  loaded,  and  boldly  defies  his  adverfaries  to 
bring  forward  any  juft  ground  of  accuktion  againft 
him. — He  is  near  thai  juJHfietk  m^  who  wifi  not 
only  judge  all  men  by  the  law  written  in  tbeir 
hearts,  the  Jews  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  his  eled 
according  to  the  law  of  grace  ;  but  who  will  judge 
me  according  to  the  law  given  me  as  Mediator,  ami 
^  Tindieate  his  righteous  fervant  from  the  fcul  afper« 
fions  thrown  out  againft  him.  He  will  openly  ac- 
knowledge tlax,  I  never  faid  or  did  any  thing  thai 
was  not  perfedly  agreeable  tp  the  commandment 
I  received  from  him ;  he  will  bring  forth  my 
rigbteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  my  judgment  as  the 
noon  day.  This  fentiment  is  explicitly  afierted  by 
our  Savioi>r,  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  gofpdrby 
John,  4gth  and  50th  verfes ;  *  For  I  have  not  fpo* 
«  ken  of  myfelf :  but  the  Father  which  fcnt  me,  he 
•gave  me  a  commandment,  what  I  (hould  fey, 

♦  and  what  1  fljould  fpeak.    And  1  kjiow  that  Ins 

*  commandment  is  life  everkfting;  whatfeever  I 

•  fpeak,  thettfbre,  even  as  the  Father  iaid  unto  me» 

•  fo  I  fpeak/  Many  heinous  ciimes  were  charged 
againft  him  by  his  malicious  perfecutors;  many  evil 
formifes  were  ^read  abroad  concerning  him.  He 
was  feid  to  be  a  glutton*  a  wine  biber,  a  frknd  of 
imblicans  and  finners,  a  feducer  of  the  peo^,  and 
poffeflfed  with  a  devil,  Thefe  and  other  heavy  char- 
-ges  the  Pharifees  and  thofe  who  joined  them  brought 
againft  him,  and  at,  laft  they  bad  himiHiblicly  con- 

.    demned 
*  Pfid.  cx«.  6. 
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iSitmied  by  tfasir'CDtinrd^  Fromthcre  falfe  accufo- 
li«is  laid  againft  him,  he  was  confident  that  tins 
xi^ti^cms  judge  of  all  the  «arth  would  abfohne  hiflu 
Accordin^j  he  was  fully  acquitted  by  thefapreme 
Judge  of  the  worlds  who  was  always  near  to  pioted 
him  by  jiis  pfovideoce  from  the  .hoftile  defigos  v^f 
Ids  eaennes,  and  to  impart  to  him  confummate  wif^- 
idom/suniable^aodQe^  tmcontcollable  power,  nxni 
idivine  eloquence^  by  the  abundant  communications  " 
of  his  Spirit.  Thde  tranicendettt  excellencies  wen 
xnanifeil  at  all  times  ia  liis  condud,  in  his  difeourfeiL 
jmd  miracles.  In  his  fuffsrings  and  death  the  moft 
lUuftrious  proofs  were  exhibited  of  the  divine  pc&- 
ience  that  erar  attended  him,  which  attcAed  hi$ 
majefty  end  innocence,  and  demonftrated  that  h^ 
was  indeed  the  Son  .of  God.  Befides,  fay  his  refilrf- 
redion  from  the jdead,  and  afcei^ion  to  the  right 
hand  of  God,  with  ttmr  joyful  confequences,  h^ 
was  declared  to  be  the  true  Meffiafa,  and  the  Son  ^ 
pf  God  with  power.  '  Therefi»re  the  whole  hoofe 
>  of  Ifmel.  ought  to  know  affuredly,  that  God  hath 
^  made  that  iame  Je&s  who  was  crucified,  both  Lord 
^  and  Chrift  */  In  this  manner  did  God  the  Father 
bear^witnefs  to  him«  and  juftify  him  openly  before 
the  people. —Tbefe  words  of  Jefus  Chrift  which  J 
jhave  now  illuftrated  may  be  adopted  with  joy  an4 
ttiutnph  by  every  true  Ghriftian.  God  whojuftiv 
fiesme,:(may  he  fay^  who  delivers  from  condemn^«- 
tion  and  wrath,  anu  gracioufly  accepts  of  me  thrcf 
im  beloved  Son,  is  always  near  to  grant  what  I  caU 
upon  him  fcr;  to  preferve  and  a^ft,  to  eftablUh  and 
enrich,  to  comfort  and  felicittMre.  Having  the  Lord 
on  my  fide,  i  will  not  fear  noT  be  dij&nayed^ 

Wio  wiU^nUttd  wiib  ntej  Having  exprefled  his 
firm  confidence  in  the.  fuccour  and  protedion  of 
Jehovah;  the  Mefludi  proceeds  to  challenge  his  e> 
inemies  to  combat  with  him.  Who  will  prefume  tp 
ftriye  with  me,  to  call  in  queftion  either  my  right 
pr  m^  ability  to  perform  the  work  I  am  engaged  t^ 

execute? 
♦AaBiLjfi. 
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execute  ?  If  any  are  difpoCed  to  enquire  into  tht 
juftice  of  my  claim,  the  truth  that  I  affirra,  or  the 
authority  by  which  1  adb — Let  ta  fiand  together,  that 
the  matter  in  difpute  may  be  fully  reprefented,  and 
feirly  decided.— Jfl&o  is  mine  adverfarjy  that  will  be 
ib  audacious  as  bring  any  charge  againft  me  that  he 
can  fubftantiate ;  relative  to  mj!  charader,  or  the 
important  enterprife  in  whiph  I  am  embarked,  and 
^hich  I  am  obliged  to  execute— Z.^/  A/Vp  come  neer 
fp  mey  that  I  may  know  with  •  whom  I  have  to  do, 
snd  that  the  controverfy  may  be  juftly  determined, 
and  he  fhall  certainly  be  convinced  of  the  fbUy  and 
vanity  of  every  hoilile  attiempt  that  can  be  made  a- 
gainft  me.  Such  was  the.  heroic  coarage  of  Jefiu 
Ohrift,  that  he  was  not  intimidated  by  his  enemies; 
he  boldly  ^t  them  at  defiance,  arid,  when  he  judg- 
ed proper,  replied  with  firmne&  andifomitude  to  all 
the  accufations  they  brought  againfl!  buH.  Nay^ 
fxich  is  the  happy  influence  of  his  invincible  ma^ 
nanimity,  that  a  portion  of*  the  noble  fpirit  wheit- 
by  he  Was  animated  hath  defcended  upon  his  fol- 
lowers, who  ia  language  ihi^ilar  to  his.  have  gkried 
in  their  fuperiority  to  every  adverib  powier.  H6ar 
the  triumphant  ^xclamatioa  of  tbe  apofUe  ($f  the 
Gentiles,  who  himf<^lf'had  been  accufed  of,  being  a 
.peftilei)t  fellow,  ^d  a*  njoret.  of  fedition,  *  Who 
^  fhall  lay  saiy  thing  to.  the  charge  of  God's  eled? 

*  It  is  God  that  juftifieth ;  ivhp  is  he  tliat  condemt 

•  neth  *  ?-  Hp  challenges  all  the  creatures  in  the 
univerfe  to  lay  any  thii^g  (o  his  charge  that  coidd 
deprive  him  cf  confidence  in  iGiod,  ^nd  an  interdl 
in  his  favour.  By  this  eminentfervant  of  OQd,who 
had  imbibed  the  Spirit  of  his  divine  mafter,  Ghrifti- 
aiis  are  (aught:  to  repel  the  .unjuft  accuiatloDS  of 
their  adverf^ries,  in  humble  reliance  on  God  their 
Saviour.  If  the  fupreme  Legiflato*  and  Jpdge  ac- 
quit  from  condemnation,  if  he  gracioully  pardon 
and  accept,  who  and  where  is  he  that  may  prefoimc 
to  counterad.  the  feutence.  of  the  Almighty  ?  ^ 

•    "^  9BchpI4 

•  Rom: -wB-'gj,  34. 
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.9  Behoid, /the  LORD  God  will  help  mej 
-who  i>  he  ikji^t'ih^il  condemn  me  ?  lo,  they 
all  fhall  waix  old  as  a  earnaent  ^  the  moth  fliall 
eat  them' up;  ' 

'The  challenge  he  had  giTcn  to  hw  adverferies  in 
^the  preceding  verfe,  is  here  renewed  by  the  Mefliah*, 
Trho  points  opt  the  grounds  pfhis  unfhaken  confE- 
dence.  The  Lord  God  omnipotent,  ha<h  repeated^ 
?y' riven,  me  the  moft  explicit  aLfTurances  of  his  con- 
tintial^aid  anA  fuppiirtV.  apd  therefore  I  cannot  ftil 
to  obt^n  fuccefs  and  vi^oiy.  '  In  firm  dependence 
t)n  his^  protnifed  all:fufficien't  help,  1  again  alk, — 
Who  is^he  that  sBaifcmdemn  me,  and  bring  againft 
irie  a  charge  of  ahy  crime  that  he  can  verify,  and 
pronounce ;\i^oii  itae  a  righteous  fentence  of  con- 
oijnination. — ^hey  all  shall  wax  old,  ficc.  The  royl 
'al'Pfalipift,  when  celebratmg  the  praifes  of  Jehovah, 
OTiiacd^ynt  of  his'  iinmutability  and  eternity,  and 
exprelfing  his  tfuft  in  the  divine  power  and  fakhv 
Yulners,  eniploys  the  fame  comparifdn  that  is  hfcre 
'ufed,  Pfalm  cii,  26.  ♦'Thdy  ftiall  perilh,  but  thou 

*  /halt  ^dure;  yea,  all  of  them  fliall  wax  old  like  a 

*  garment,  as  a  vefture  flialt  thou  change  them', 

*  and.  they  ^fliall  be  chanj^d.'  At  the  time  appoint- 
ed by  infinite  wifdom,.  after  the  heavens  arid  the 
earth  teve  fenred  the  purpofe3  for  which  they  were 
created,  they  i)iall  be  laod  aiide  as  an  old  worn  out 
gsrnent,  which  li^jh  Ipft  its  bpauty,  firmnefsj  aqd 
utility.  By  the  fame  allufion,  the  Meffiah  repre- 
fents  the  feeble  decayed  ftate  to  which  his  enemies 
who  contended  with  him  Ihall  be  reduced.— jT/j^ 
mth  sh(ill  eat  them  up.  Though  a  very  feeble  inr 
itdi  ali^ioft  deftitute  of  fubllance;  yet  it  quickly 
confumes  the  ftrongcft  garments.  In  like  manner 
the  adverfaries  of  jefus  Chritt  Ihall  be  fpeedily 
cpnfumed  by  the  weakeft  inftruments.  They  may 
iboliftily  imagine  that  thpy  are  able  to  contend 
with  him,  whereas  the  meanpft  creature  that  he 
.employs  to  execute,  his  righteous  vengeance,  Ihall 

"  '     /       '  /  "  '  -certainly 
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cu^rtainl/  deftroy  thdm.  DiTioK  judgments  (hall 
fccrctly  eat  out  their  ftrength,  waiftft  their  hjeauty, 
fktiA  render  theoi  uocapable  of  ef&ding  any  valuar 
ble  purpofe.  And  as  the  garment  breeds  the  moth, 
which  effedlually '  dcftroys  it ;  fo  thofe  who  oppofe 
|the  glorious  Redeei^er,  &^tt  in-  their  own  b^ms 
the  feeds  of  thofe  coi^upt  ^(Boos,  which  bring  lopr 
0n  tliem  tonfumin^  ca)aauties.-^By  this  paflage  of 
icnpture^  we  are  inibiided  from  what  fources  w^ 
pugbt  to  derive  encouragemen);,  when  we  engage 
in  any  .arduous  fdrvice,  we  QUght  Co  look  to  God 
.  to  furnifh  us  for  the  work  (le  amgns,  to  (lirc^igthea 
jps  for  the  performance  of  it,'  and  to  endow  us  with 
courage  to  execute  it  with  &:mne($  and  conftancj, 
amidil  the  cenfurei  and  c^pofition  that  we  may  mee^ 
l^itb.  Let  us  at  all  times  ftudy  to  obtain,  his  ap- 
probation, with  whom  none  can  fuccefsfuUy  con* 
tend ;  let  us  gratefuUpr  accept  the  bleflings  of  hiy 
cedemption,  depend  on  his  mediatigh,  fi^^mit  to 
Ilia  authority,  ^nd  xejojce  in  his  qdininiftratipiv 
Tben  may  we  hope  th^t  whea  all  earthly  gloiy 
ihaU  fade  away  as  a  flower,  he  will  admit  us  into 
his  kingdom  and  preience,  where  is  fi)li)efs  of  joys 
for  evermore^  ^         *       \ 

10  ^  Who  is  among  you  thflit  fearcjth  th? 
LORD,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fep» 
vant,  th^c  walketh  iff  darkneis,  vxd  bath  up 
Kght  ?  let  him  trull  in  the  nana§  of  the 
LORD,  and  ftay  upon  his  God. 

Ifaiah  having  prophetically  reprelented  the  tJreat- 
ment  which  the  Meffiah  was  to  receive  from  the 
Jews ;  he  dire&s  his  difcourfe  to  both  the  claflcs  of 
•uhich  that  people  were  com^ofed;  namely,  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  Hfc  begins  with  addref* 
iing  good  and  comfortable  words  to  the  upright  a* 
mong  them,  in  order  to  folace  thehr  anxious  aejec- 
ted  minds.— W*o  is  anwnryou  thatfearetb  ibt  UrS^ 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  which  is  here^intowled,  con* 
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fifta  in  ^t^  revemnce  of  hb^glonoos  Majefty,  ia 
^umblo  veneratioa  of  hia  dmne  excellencies,  ac 
coiDptoied  with  profound  fubmiffion  to  his  fupreme 
authority.  It  is  implanted  in  the  human  heait  bj 
the  ble^d  God  biipfelf ;  it  is  the  beginning  of  wi& 
dom,  it  difpofes  to  depart  from  evil,  and  produces 
the  moil  important  efl^ds  both  on  the  temper  and  ' 
conduft.  It  blends  its  operations  with  the  eocercife 
of  every  other  grace.  It  intermixes  with  faith,  and 
Tenders  it  fruitful;  it  co-operates  with  love,  and  pre* 
tents  it  from  becpmiog  fecure;  it  unites  with  hope, 
and  keeps  it  from  fwelling  into  prefumption ;  it 
mingles  with  joy,  and  fo  moderates  it  that  we  re^ 
joice  with  trembling.  It  extends  its  benign  influ* 
ence  through  every  department  of  divine  worihip, 
and  ib  occupies  the  mind  with  awful  refpe^  foi: 
Crod,,  as  excites  to  caution  and  clrcumfpedion  in 
every  fituation  and  fervice ;  whilil  it  cheriihes  ami* 
able  humility  ia  the  divine  preCence.  It  is  ipcrea- 
£oi  and  eilablilhed  by  frequently  contraUing  our 
impurity  with  the  perfeA  holinefs  of  Jehovah  ;  our 
meannefs  with  his  infinite  grandeur,  our  weaknefs 
with  his  omnipotence,  our  folly  with  his  confum- 
mate  wifdom,  our  emptinefs  with  his  inexhaufti- 
ble  fulnefs.  From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  the 
fear  of  the  L^rd  peculiar  to  his  fervants,  is  very 
different  from  that  fervile  dread  of  God  as  an  oifen- 
ded  fovcreign  and  judge,  whereby  the  fecurity  of 
tranigreflbrs  is  diilurbed,  and  a  loud  alarm  of  dan- 
ger  reaches  their  confciences.  It  is  alfo  eilentiallj 
diftinguilhed  from  that  perplexing  timidity  which 
is  Ibinctimes  £dt  by  the  workers  of  iniquity,  who 
are  in  great  fear  becaufe  Ck)d  is  in  the  generation 
of  the  righteous ;  and  who  are  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of  God  whom  they .  have  contemned. 
From  this  powerful  principle,^  the  faithful  fervants 
of  God  are  often  denominated  in  fcripture.  As 
iDisn  frequently  bear  the  name  of  the  particular  bo* 
finefs  wherem  they  are  chiefly  employed;  lb  thole 
whb  live  and  zd  under  the  governing  influence  of 
xeveicnce  for  God,  are  with  great  propriety  cha- 

raderifed 
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rafterifed  by  this  gracious  di(|>o(tri6n;— We  befecch 
thee,  O  Lord  God,  that  according  to  thy  woFd^tbtni 
wilt  put  thy  fear  into  our  hearts,  that  we  ihall  not 
/depart  from  thee.       ; 

That  obeyeih  the  voice  of  hU  f errant.  The  McC- 
fiah  frequently  mentioned  in  thefe  prophecies  as 
the  fervant  of  Jehovah,  is  I  fuppofe  the  perfon  who^ 
is  here  chiefly  intended.  Though  cohfidered  as 
Mediator  and  Redeemer,  he  fuftains  this  charafter, 
yet  he  poflefleS  qbfolute  right  to  command,  and  .his 
peculiar  people  are  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  to 
obey  his  voice.  God  hath  fet  him  Ki^g  over  hi$ 
holy  hill  of  Zion.  He  is  the  great  Prophet,  that 
God  hath  raifed  up,  "who  hath  fpoken  to  us  all  that 
he  commanded  him :  He  is  his  beloved  Son,  to 
whom  Jehovah  hath  required  us  to  hearkem  dili- 
gently, and  to  yield  obedience.  To  obey  his  voice 
is  to  liften  attentively  to  his  inftruftibns,  and  fo  to 
underftand  them  as  to  become  wife  unto  fklvation. 
.It  is  to  receive  the  law  fi'om  his  mouth,  and  to  lay 
up  his  word  in  our  hearts,  that  we  fin  not  againft 
.  him.  It  is  to  yield  chearful  unlimited  fubjedion 
tp  whatfoever  he  hath  commanded  ;  convinced  that 
it  is  our  duty,  honour,  and  intereft  to  do  his  will* 
Senfible  that  all  his  precepts  which  relate  either  to 
the  eJcercife  of  the  heart,  or  the  fruits  of  holincis 
and  righteoufnefs  in  the  life,  arc  proofs  of  ^  gra- 
cious regard  for  our  happinefs  j  we  ought  in  all 
things  to  approve  ourfelves  to  our  great  Lord  and 
Mafter  in  heaven.  Such  is  the  habitual  delightful 
employment  of  thofe  who  obey  the  voice  of  God's 
fei-vant,  who  hath  explicitly  declared,  that  the  ob* 
fervance  of  his  laws  is  the  beft  evidence  of  that  fu- 
preme  affedion  which  he  juftly  demands.     *  He 

*  that  hath  my  commandments  (faith  he)  and  keep- 

*  eth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me;  and  again,  *  if  ye 

*  love  me.  keep  my  commandments.*  Gratitude  to 
him  for  his  benefits,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  authority, 
difpoles  thofe  who  are  his  difciples  indeed, to  keep 
his  word,  and  to  delight  in  his  law  after  the  inward 

man; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ViR-  lo.    PROPHECIES  OF  ISAIAIL  ^j 

man. — Perfons  of  this  ddbripcion  may  occafionallj 
fall  into  the  ilate  mentioaed  in  the  foliowiiig  wotds. 
That  ^ivalketh  in  darknefs^  &c.  Every  intelligent 
reader  of  the  Bible  muft  have  <&ferved,  that  ckrk. 
nefs  and  light  are  often  ipoken  of  in  fcripture  in  a 
figurative  fenfe,  that  the  former  denotes  trouble 
and  perplexity,  and  that  the  latter  iignifies  the  op* 
pofite  ftate  of  ferenity,  happinefs,  and  joy.  This 
feems  plainly  to  be  the  meaning  of  thefe  terms  iu 
the  expreilions  before  u&  Thofe  who  fear  the  Lord 
a^d  obey  his  voice,  are  fometimes  involved  in  dif- 
trefs,  deftrtute  of  tranquillity  and  confolation.  A£- 
flifted  in  their  perfons  or  families,  in  their  friends 
or  pc^flions,  harailed  by  manifold  temptations  and 
4X)rrupt  paffions,  opprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt, 
afraid  of  the  awful  threatenings  denounced  in  the 
word  of  God,  and  difquieted  by  the  accufations  of 
their  confciences ;  they  cannot  perceive  their  inte« 
reft  in  the  divine  favour  and  love, .  nor  fee  by  what 
way  they  may  emerge  from  their  troubles,  and  ob- 
tain delivepQiice.  In  this  forlorn  fituation,  though 
they  indulge  not  in  fuUen  fadnefs,  nor  repine  at 
divine  difpeniations,  their  fatis&<3ion  aud  joy  are 
impaired  by  folitude  and  anxiety,  their  hope  is  en. 
feebled  by  disappointment,  and  their  confidence 
weakened  by  the  dififculties  with  which  they  arc 
^embariafied.  Though  the  divine  procedure  ia 
this  inftance  may  be  the  fubjed  of  mournful  com- 
plaint, when  the  important  purpofes  are  rightly 
confidered,  that  may  thereby  be  promoted  by  in- 
finite wifdom  and  love,  the  affii&ion  will  be  great*, 
ly  alleviated,  and  light  will  fpringupont  of  d^fcu- 
jity.  Unto  the  upright  V!\\o  walfc  on  in  their  inte- 
grity ;  light  arifieth  in  darkne&,  *  For  the  Lord  will 

♦  not  caft  off  for  ever.  But  though  he  caufe  grief,  yet 

•  wiE  he  have  compalfion  according  to  the  multi- 

*  tudc  of  his  mercies  *•'  By  allowhig  his  people  to 
fall  into  fuch  diftreifing  circumfiances,  the  blefled 
Ood  di(plays  his  glorious  fovereignty ;  he  fubdues 

Vol-  hi.  4  P  their 

*l4UD.iii.3l,32. 
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their  corrupt  paflioris ;  hp  excrcifes  and  improves 
their  graces  ;  and  teaches  them  highly  to  prize  his 
mercies,  and  the  light  of  his  countenance.-?— In  this 
date  they  greatly  need  fupport  and  relief,  for  ob- 
taining which  to  each  of  them,  it  is  faid, 
.   Let  him  truji  in  the  Lord,  &c.     Thefe  two  ex- 
preflions  which  pomt  out  the  duty  of  thofc  who 
walk  indarknefs  are  of  fimilar  import,  the  latter 
ferving  to  explain  and  infoifce  the  former.   To  truft 
in  the  Lord,  and  to  (lay  upon  God,  is  not  rafhly 
to  prefume  on  the  divine  goodnefs,  or  to  entertain 
delufive  hopes  of  the  favour  and  proteAion  of  Je- 
hovah, whilll  we  provoke  his  difpleafure,  by  adopt* 
ing  meafures  to  obtain  dehverance,  that  he  hath 
prohibited.     It  is  not  like  the  chief  men  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  to  judge  for  reward,  to  teach  for  hire,  and  to 
divine  for  money,  and  yet  to  lean  upon  the  Lord 
and  fay,  Is  not  the  Lord  among  us  ?  none  evil  can 
come  upon  us  ^.     It  is  not  to  blefs  ourfelves  in  our 
liearts  and    to  fay.   We  Ihall  have  peace,  though 
we  walk  in  the  imagination  of  our  evil  Jbearts  f . 
This  is  not  to  truft  upon  God,  but  upon  lying  va- 
nities.    To  truft  in  Jehovah,  is  in  the  diligent  per.- 
formance  of  duty,  and  the  faithful  improvement  of 
appointed  means,  with  firm  perfuafioi)  ofthedi^ 
vine  goodnefs  and  power,  to  place  entire  depen- 
dance  on  the  Almighty,  to  prevent  the  cvik  we 
fear,  to  remove  thofe  which  we  feel,  and  to  beftow 
every  good  thing  neceflary  to  deliverance  and  hap- 
pinefe.     It  is  m  the  exercife  of  humble  believing 
cxpeftation,  to  rcpofc  unfufpefting  confidence  in 
the  attributes,  providence  ancl  promifes,  of  Jeho- 
vah, which  frees  from  perplexing  doubts,  defpon- 
ding  fears,  and  difq^ering  difcduragements.    It  is 
to  look  to  our  Maker,  and  to  have  refped  to  the 
Holy  One  of  Ifrael ;  it  is  to  caft  our  binrden  upon 
.the  Lord,  and  to  rely  on  him  for  the  feefonable 
communication  of  every  promifed  blefiing  fuited  to 
our  circumftances.—Tys  truft  ought  to  be  fixed, 

♦  MIcah  lii,  II.      ,1  Ps^trt.  xxix.  19. 
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In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  i.  e.  in  Jehovah  himfelf, 
who  manifeUs  his  glorious  perfedions  in  delivering 
thofe  who  piit  their  titift  in  him.  This  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  expreffion  in  the  diredory  for  prayer  gi- 
ven by  Jefus  Chrift,  where  he  teaches  to  fay, 
•  Hallowed  be  thy  name.'  Let  the  God  of  heaven 
and  earth  with  his  infinite  excellencies,  be  fuitably 
acknowledged,  fanftified  and  honoured,  through- 
out the  whole  world.  As  men  are  diftinguiflied 
one  trom  apother  by  their  names,  fo  the  Mort  High 
God  is  known  by  the  revelations  he  hath  vouch- 
fafed  to  give  of  himfeJf,  Which  afford  fatisfying 
proofs  of  his  infinite  majefty  and  glory,  and  exhi- 
bit him  as  the  proper  objed  of  tmft  and  dependance. 
•*— In  his  omnipotence  we  may  lafely  confide.  All 
other  fupports  may  fail,  but  he  is  the  rock  of  ages, 
and  they  who  rely  on  him,  fliall  never  be  moved. 
If  we  fpeak  of  ftrength,  lo,  he  is  ftrong.  By  the 
word  of  his  jpower  he  made  the  worlds,  and  upholds 
them  in  exiftence.  Many  aftonifliing  deliverances 
hath  he  wrought  for  his  church.  In  the  perfon, 
the  life,  the  death,  and  refunedion  of  Immanuel ; 
in  the  converfion,  fandification,  and  prefervation 
of  his  people,  to  his' everlalting  kingdom,  his  glo- 
rious power  is  nobly  difplayed.  When  therefore 
you  that  fear  God  are  in  perplexity  and  trouble, 
truft  in  the  Lord ;  commit  yourfelves  to  him  who 
is  able  to  do  for  you  exceeding  abundantly  above 
all  that  you  can  a(k  or  think. — In  his  goodnefs,  we 
may  place  unfufpeding  confidence.  He  is  incom- 
parably good,  good  unto  all,  efpecially  unto  them 
that  hope  in  his  mercy,  in  whatever  condition  they 
are  placed.  When  w^alking  in  darknefs,  he  can 
eafily  difpel  the  gloom,  and  caufe  the  day  fpring 
from  on  high  to  vilit  them.  When  in  trouble,  he 
can  revive  and  fend  relief;  in  temptation  he  can 
fuccour  and  deliver.  When  opprefled  by  a  fenfe 
of  guilt  and  depravity,  he  is  ready  to  forgive  and 
to  heal  every  fpiritual  diftemper.  When  diftreffcd 
with  fears  of  death,  he  wil^  be  w^ith  ycu,  and  maV/-. 
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his  rod  and  ftafF  to  ccMiifort  you.  No  want  fo  great 
that  he  cannot  fupply»  no  difficulty  fo  urgent  fronr 
which  he  cannot  extricate,  no  defire  fo  large  that 
he  cannot  gratify,  no  bleffing  fo  precious  that  he 
will  refufe  to  grant.  Truft  thea  in  the  Lord,  that 
he  will  beftow  all  that  you  are  difpofed  aright  to 
receive,  and  your  expedations  fhaU  not  be  diiap* 
pointed. — On  his  feithfulnefs  we  ought  firmly  to 
rely.  He  k  the  God  of  truth,  for  whom  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  lie ;  one  title  of  his  word  fhaSk  not  fail  of 
receiving  its  full  accompliftiment.  He  is  faithful 
who  bath  promifed^  who  alfo  will  perform.  He 
who  poflefies  Almighty  power  and  confummate 
goodoeis,  can  never  4>e  deftitute  of  ability  and  in- 
clination to  fulfil  the  promifes  he  hath  made  to* 
advance  the  inlerefts  of  his  people.  In  all  ages  and 
in  every  condition,  they  have  experienced  his  coa- 
ftancy  and  fidelity,  infomuch  that  no  one  inftance 
can  be  fpecified  wherein  the  Lord  hath  failed  to 
confer  the  ^ood  things  he  hath  promifed.  Trul^ 
in  Jehovah,  at  all  times,  ye  people  pour  out  your 
heart  before  him,  God  is  a  refuge  for  us^ 

Andjiay  upon  bis  God^  with  whom  he  that  fear- 
eth  the  Lord  (lands  intimatiely  cooneded  ia  the  mofi: 
endearing  relations.  He  i&  thy  gracious  Father^ 
who  gave  thee  being,  breath,  and  all  things;  who 
Kgenerated  thee  by  liis  Spirit,  and<  admitted  thee 
into  his  divine  family.  He  is  thy  fiiithful  friend, 
who  by  all  the  difpeniatioas  at  his  providence  and 
grace  will  certainly  advaace  thy  happinefs  and  fa]-- 
vation.  He  is  thy  God,  whofo  perfedions  and  pro- 
videace  ihall  he  employed  to  promote  thy  beft  in- 
terefts,  who  himfclf  will  be  thy  exceeding  great 
reward,  and  for  ever  eiurich  thee  with  fubftan* 
tial  proofs  of  his  favoujr,  that  is  better  than  life.. 
*  Trufl,  then,  in  the  Lord*  and  wait  patiently 
^  for  him ;  fret  not  tbyfelf  beeaale  of  him  that 
Vprofpereth  in  hiaway.  Deitglit  tbyfelf^  alfo,  in- 
'  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  give  thee  the  defines  of 
'  thine  heart;  commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  truft 
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•  alio  in  htm,  aad  he  fihaH  bring  it  to  pafs  */  Stay 
and  reft  upon  him,  and  he  will  difpel  your  per-, 
plexing  fears  and  forrows  j  hope  in  him,  and  yoo 
fliall  jet  praiie  him  who  is  the  health  (^your  eoun- 
tenance  and  your  God. 

I  r  Behold,  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire,  that 
compafs  yourf elves  about  with  fparks:  walk 
in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  fparks 
that  ye  have  kindled.  This  fiiall  ye  have  oi 
mine  hand  ;  ye  fhall  lie  dpwn  in  forrow. 

Our  Prophet  concludes  this  portion  of  his  excel- 
lent difcourfe  by  foleiimly  declaring  that  the  adver- 
faries  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  who  walk  in  the  evil 
ways  of  their  own  hearts,  fhall  certainly  perifh.  To 
this  momentous  interefting  fubje£l,  which  ought  to 
be  confidered  with  the  utmoft  provident  folicitude, 
he  demands  ferious  attention.  The  perfons  who 
are  efpecially  addrefled  are  thus  figuratively  defcri-- 
bed — All  ye  that  kindle  a  fire ^  &c.  Thefe  words, 
which  ought  not  to  be  literally  underflood,  are  ufed 
fymbolically,  to  reprefent  the  artful  devices  formed 
by  wicked  people,  whereby  they  aim  to  comfort 
themfelves  under  awful  denunciations  of  terrible 
judgments  which  fhall  be  inflided  upon  them,  if 
divine  mercy  and  true  repentance  do  not  intervene. 
'^^That  c$mpafs  yourfelves  about  with /parks  ^  or,  ac- 
cording to  the  tranflation  of  the  late  bifbop  of  Lon- 
don, *  who  heap  the  fuel  round  about/  In  either 
fenfe  the  words  flrongly  intimate  the  perfevering 
afliduity  with  which  perfons  of  this  defcription  en- 
deavour  by  improper  means  to  folace  themfelves, 
and  to  harden  their  minds  againft  the  complicated 
miferies  which  they  refufe  to  adopt  proper  meafures 
to  efcape.  They  likcwife  point  out  the  inefficacy 
of  all  the  vain  expedients  and  iU-judged  attempts 
of  obflinatc  tranfgreflbrs  to  attain  the  ends  they 

have 
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have  in  view,  and  to  acquire  fubftantial  comfort. — - 
To  people  of  this  defcription  God  faith  by  his  fcr- 
vant, 

Wa/i  in  the  light  of  the  fire,  &c.  This  dircftion 
is  plainly  ironical,  and  imports  the  reverfe  of  what 
it  feems  to  recommend.  Expreffions  of  this  fort  we 
fometimes  meet  with  in  fcripture,  of  which  a  » re- 
markable  inftance  occurs  in  the  Prophecies  of  E- 
zekiel,  chap.  xx.  39.  *  As  for  you,  O  houfe  of  If- 

*  rael,  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Go  ye,  ferve  every 

*  one  his  idols,'  &c.  God  had  explicitly  required 
themi  to  refrain  from  the  fervice  qf  idols ;  but  after 
they  had  obftinately  perfifted  in  this  prohibited 
pradice,  the  more  effeftually  to  convince  them  of 
their  wickednefs,  he  farcaftically  tells  them  every 
one  to  go  ferve  his  ideals.  Li  the  fanie  fenfe  the 
words  before  us  are  to  be  explained,  of  which  this 
feems  to  be  the  import.  Proceed  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage you  can  derive  from  the  foolifh  devices  yoU 
have  framed,  whereby  you  flatter  yourfelves,  of  ob- 
taining the  gratification  of  thofe  delufive  expefla- 
tions,  that  you  chcrifh  of  enjoying  fafety  and  tran- 

,  quillity.  Go  on  in  the  ruinous  courfe  that  you  have 
cholen,  aft  under  the  influence  of  the  bad  princi- 
jiles  you  have  adopted,  and  try  to  acquire  all  the 
benefits  you  can  reap  from  yout  vain  imaginations. 
Remember,  however,  that  all  your  delufory  fchemes 
Ihall  be  fruftrated,  and  ultimately  terminate  in  the 
confufion  and  defliruftion  of  their  authors  and  abet- 
tors. 

Thisjhall  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  &c.  The  Lord 
God  peremptorily  aflures  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
fortify  themfelves  by  vain  confidences  againft  his 
threatened  judgments,  that  he  will  feverely  punifh 
them  for  their  arrogance  and  wickednefs.  His  right 
hand  Ihall  find  out  all  his  enemies  j  he  Ihall  bring 
them  forth  into  the  light,  and  execute  upon  them 
a  fentence  of  righteous  condemnation.  He  ftiall 
make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  his  anger, 
when  an  evil  confcience  within,  and  dreadful  cala- 
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mities  without,  fhall  torment  them,  as  a  prdude  to 
thofe  future  puniihments  which  the  wrath  of  Jeho- 
vah will  inflift  upon  the  impenitent  and  incorrigi- 
ble, according  to  the  enormity  of  their  -transgref- 
lions. — lejball  lie  down  in  for  row.  Their  ftreiigth 
being  exhaufted,  their  fpirits  Ihall  faint,  their  hands 
(hall  become  feeble,  fo  that,  unable  to  refill  or  e* 
fcape  impending  miferies,  they  (hall  be  overwhelm* 
ed  by  dillrefs  and  anguifh.  Opprelfed  with  trouble 
and  grief,  and  feeing  no  ground  of  hope  and  con- 
solation, they  Ihall  experience  the  truth  of  the  aw^- 
ful  prediftion  delivered  by  the  prophet  Zephaniah, 
chap.  i.  14.  *  The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is  near;  it 

*  haiteth  greatly  ;  even  the  voice  of  the  day  of  the 

*  Lord  :  the  mighty  man  Ihall  cry  there  bitterly.* 
The  lignificant  words  of  our  prophet  alludes  to  the 
/diftrefled  ftate  of  one  who  is  laid  on  a  lick -bed,  grie- 
voufly  alUidted  with  agony  of  mind  and  pains  of  bo- 
dy,  who  is  obliged  to  endure  the  moft  complicated 
mifery,  deprived  of  all  hope  of  recovery.  Such  a 
.deplomble  condition  affords  a  moving  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  torment  and  anguifh  to  which  the  im- 
placable enemies  of  the  kingdom  of  God  our  Savi- 
our fliall  be  con%ned,  *  in  outer  darknefs,  where 
.*  fhall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth  *,*  *  where 

*  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched  f.' 
— This  predidion,  which  hath  been  verified  in  the 
deflruftion  of  many,  who  through  envy  and  hatred 
have  oppofed  and  peifecuted  the  Lord  Jefus  an4 
his  dif<;:iples,  fhall  receive  a  more  full  accomphlh- 
ment  when  he  fhall  appoint  hi«  fervants  to  bring 
forth  and  flay  before  him  thofe  his  enemies,  wha 
would  not  that  he  fhould  reign  over  themf.  Would 
you,  then,  happily  efcape  the  dreadful  doom  here 
threatened  ?  Faithfully  improve  the  folemn  warn- 
ing you  have  now  received.  Alarmed  by  a  fenfe 
of  danger,  have  immediate  recourfe  to  the  infinite 
mercy  of  God,  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  who 
favfeeJ  fironi  the  wrath  to  come,  that  he  may  forgive 

your 

*  JVJat.  Jul  12.         t  Mark  ix.  48.        t  Luke  xix.  27. 
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your  fins,  and  deliver  joa  from  defecred  putiifh* 
ment.  And  eamefUy  imolore  his  fovereign  grace 
to  turn  you  from  your  «vu  wasrs,  mid  to  conduft 
you  jn  the  path  of  life,  that  henceforth  you  may 
'    live  to  him  that  died  for  you,  and  rofe  again. 

Thus  far,  through  the  he]^  of  God,  to  the  prsufe 
of  his  grace,  we  have  advanced  in  the  expofition'of 
the  beautiful  and  fublime  portion  of  fcripture  which 
bears  the  name  of  the  FaoPHEaES  of  Isaiah.  To 
tht  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  I  c^er  devout 
thanklgiving,  for  the  kind  afllftance  and  counte- 
jDance  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  afford.  To  you,  my 
bearers,  I  prefent  my  gtateful  acknowledgments  for 
your  candid  attentbn,  and  the  favourable  recep- 
tion you  have  hitherto  given  to  tbefe  Ledures. 
From  God  I  requeft  his  Spirit  and  benedidion  to 
accompany  my  feeble  attempts  to  promote  his  ho- 
nour and  the  intenfts  of  his  kingdom.  From  you, 
my  brethren,  I  intreat  the  continuance  c^your  af- 
fedionate  regard,  a  ihave  in  your  fervent  prayers, 
.  and  your  cordial  acceptance  cf  my  fervices  in  the 
4^fpel  ef  Chhu#  Tlie  gntfe  of  our  Lord  Jeftis 
Chrift  be  with  you  all.    Ampn« 


END  OF  VOLUME  THIRD. 


jPrinted  by  T.  &  J.  Turnbull,  \ 
jCanongate,  Edinburgh.      \ 
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